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BUBlECnV  OF  INQmRT  CONCERNINe  PEUONfl. 

I.  SHuaHtM,  U  it  near  a  town,  river,  or  other  boildingi  ?  What  is  die  hei^, 
kagfli,  iLc  of  the  wall?  Wliat  ia  the  eipenae,  4eiign,  nmnher,  of  the  Priaon  Bold- 
iop ;  Old  when  were  ttiey  erected  ? 

I  hUeritr  0/  the  Yard.  U  it  diy,  paved,  watered  and  drained  ?  Are  the  walla 
akitnmhed  ?    Prmea  and  draina  deanaed  ? 

3.  Dmf  JlooflM.  What  ia  the  aize,  number,  mode  of  airipg,  Bghting,  wanning, 
deinflBg,  fimiahingy  futening  ? 

4.  Mgki  Cpflt.  What  is  Ae  aize,  mmiber,  mode  of  airing,  Ughting,  wannipg, 
daosng,  liini^ijiiE*  iaatening  ? 

i.BufitaL  What  ia  the  aatory  and  duty  oftheFhyiidantandhowiaheBap- 
Mi'wilhiiedieiiie?  WhatiatheehaitcterandcenNpenaatienaftfaeniirw?  What 
■  the  BBmber  of  liaatht ;  and  of  what  diaeaaea  ? 

t.  0/ke($»  Inpectew— thair  numher,  duty,  mod^  of  afipotntment,  and  compenia- 
tMB }  ffupcir  mi  name,  reiidenoe,  ibmer  oecupetioii,  charadar,  dotiae,  eenqienaa* 
tMB,  time  of  boUing  hb  office  ?  Tnmkeya— their  number,  duty,  aalary  ? 

7.  Maaacrv.  Hieir  number,  age,  colour,  aez,  nativity,  crime,  aentence,  frpquan- 
qrafconvietion? 

8.  IdBMiiinii  ofPri99ner$,  Aa  to  cleanlineaa,  clothing,  feea  and  gamidi  ? 

9.  JUmMon  of  Pri§an9n^  fiien$h.  Who  afa  admitted,  at  what  lioun,  and  under 
Vnit  qtcumatancea  ? 

10  JUmiinon  of  Vmton.  On  what  condition  and  by  whom  attended  ? 

II.  JUarol  JVaolaieiil.  CliaaificatioBt  Uiatruetion,  and  employmeat 

II  PmtMmentM.  By  aoHtary  confinement,  chalna,  atripea,  or  all  of  them  I 

la.  ^a^gimu  jaalmaltoit.  Of  the  rhapel  -ita  riae  and  ragelatjoua?    Ofthechap- 
cfaaraeter,  raridence,  dutlea,  and  compenaation  ?    Of  the  Bible— «umber, 
efdirtrihiitien;  eflecti,  whethar  good  or  bad ;  pernaed  or  negated  ;  preaenr- 
ed  or  deatroyed  ? 

14.  Bteni$e.  When,  where,  and  under  what  circumatancea  ? 

15.  Aod.  Ita  qcnatky,  qaaSkf,  mode  and  time  of  diatribntion  ? 

U.  Ckffkimg.  How  much,  tor  who^i  aupplied,  how  9ften  changed  and  cleanaed  f 
11.  Ctealoiaia.  Ia  it  daily ,  are  aoap  and  toweb  fiuniahed  ?    Can  the  priwm  dreaa 

be  wuhed  ?    How  often  do  they  shave  and  cut  their  hair  ?    Ia  there  a  bath,  and 

bnr  often  ia  it  uaed  ? 

18.  Diaeharge  of  the  Priionen.  At  what  time  bk  die  day  ?  With  what  meana  of 
proriding  for  tiiemadvea  ?    Widi  clothing  or  money  ? 

19.  Fieea  of  Prisomert.  What  are  they  ?  Any  dnmkenneas,  gambling,  profane 
**<snng,  fif^ting,  combinationa  againat  aodety,  inaurrectiona,  tilae  keya,  weapons  of 
dcith?  Any  rum,  carda,  faiatrumenia  of  mischief,  new^papera,  phtea  to  make 
wteifeitbilte,ordfcwan4paeaeaatoa»ar<hem?  Any  counterfeit  coin  and  moulds? 
Aay  good  or  bad  money  ?  Any  caaea  of  puniahment  for  unnatural  crime  ?  How  are 
dnia  dnup  done  wiOmiit  diaeo'very?  How  are  prohibited  artidea  obtained? 
^bere  ire  ihey  concealed  ?    What  ia  Ae  elbct  of  the  syalem  on  the  charaeler  ? 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


Ths  Society  held  its  Firat  Annual  Meeting, nn  the  Vestry  of  Hanover  Church, 
Boston,  on  Friday,  June  2,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Hon.  George  Bliss,  President  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair,  and  at  his 
request,  the  Rey.  William  JsirKs,  D.  D.  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Asa  Wabd,  read  his  Report,  and  the  certificate  of  its  cor- 
rectness by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  6.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Gerard  Hallock. 
By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society  adjourned, 
to  meet  in  the  Church  at  4  o'clock,  to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  Ad- 
dresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Hon.  George  Bliss  took  the 
chav,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Frajtcis  Waylajtd  addressed  the  Throne  of 
Grace. 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  qfRev,  Rurns  AifDERsoir,  seconded  hy  William  Ropes,  £sq. 

Resolved.  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  referred  to  the 
Cominiuee  to  be  published,  or  used  in  any  other  way,  as  in  their  judgment,  ahaU  best  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Met,  William  JxirKs,  D.  D.  seconded  by  Mev,  Fraitcis 

Watlaicd, 

Resolved,  That  the  facts  presented  in  this  Report,  tbowiiw  that  one  eaose  of  the  increase 
and  frpquency  of  rrime/is  the  degraded  character  of  the  coloured  pc^lation,  deserve  the 
particular  consideration  of  the  friends  of  Africa. 

On  motion  o/Eev,  Richard  S.  Storrs,  seconded  6y  Eev.  Warrsn  Fay, 

Rrsolveu,  That  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Soaety,  as  expressed  in  the  2d 
Article  of  its  CfMiNtittition,  to  wit,  '' thk  improvehiitt  of  public  prisons,''  claims 
the  attention  of  the  community,  became  the  evils  existing  in  these  Institutions,  and  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  them,  are  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  justice  and  the  principles  of 
religion. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Frakcis  Watlakd,  seconded  by  Rev,  Hsmait  Hum- 
phrey, D.  D. 

Resolved,  That  solitary  confinement,  at  least  by  night,  with  moral  and  rdigioos  instruc- 
tion, are  an  obvious  remedy  for  the  prinapal  evils  ezisbng  in  Prisons. 

On  motion  of  Aldbn  BKAnroKDyEsq,  seconded  by  William  Ropes,  Es^. 

Rp.so!.vKD,  That  the  Managers  be  requested  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  encourage  good  conduct  in  convicts  when  they  leave  the 
Prison? 

Addresses  most  animating  to  the  officers  and  firiends  of  die  Society  were  made  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Stobrsi  Rev.  Mr.  Watxjliip>  and  Rev.  Pr.  HuaiPsauET. 


ANNUAIi  REPORT. 


With  deront  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  for 
las  contmaal  tanUea,  and  the  unexpected  success  with  which  the  efforts 
Off  this  Society  have  already  been  crowned,  the  Managers  present  their 
^irst  Annual  Report.     And  while  they  offer  praise  to  God  for  ail  the 
tokens  of  his  favor,  they  would  remember  with  resignation  his  righte- 
ous judgments,  in  remoTing  two  of  their  number  by  death.     Deacon 
JosiAH  Salisburt,  ttid  Air.  Richaro  Chamberlain,  were  among  the 
earliest  and  most  constant  friends  of  thb  Society,  and  were  seldom 
RbasBt,  till  they  died,  from  the  regular  meetings  of  this  Board.     And 
thoi^h    we  cannot  recal  the  sweet  counsel,  which  we  received  from 
tkeoi,  on  such  oceaaionsy  without  grief,  that  we  shall  meet  them  liere 
w>  OMve ;  we  shall  never  forget  how  cordially  they  approved  the  object 
of  this  Society,   how  affectionately  they  sympathized  in  our  joys  and 
«nr  sorrows,  and  how  earnestly  they  implored  the  blessings  of  Heaven 
spoo  oar  labors.     We  hope  to  feel  as  they  felt  for  the  miseries  of  their 
feDow  oieo,  to  imkate  their  lovely  example,  and  to  die  with  the  same 
coosQiaixms  which  they  experienced.     We  should  love  to  linger  at 
^leir  torahs  and  weep ;   but  we  hear  them  say,  weep  not  for  us,  but 
weep  for  thom  whose   miseries  you  seek  to  alleviate,  and  prepare  to 
fii&>w  OS  into  the  eteroal  world. 

Tlie  object  of  the  Society,  in  which  they  were  associated  with  us,  is 
"wr  ofFBorcMewT  of-  public  prisons."  This  object,  we  have  rea- 
ms to  brieve,  ia  approved  by  the  Saviour  of  the  world ;  ft»  |^  ^"^ 
ttj  ID  his  diseiples  on 


n  the  day  of  judgment,  "  tohai  I  was  hungry  ye 
iaoe  me  meat ;  wohen  1   ^as  tkirsty,  ye  gave  me  drink ;  when  I  was  a 


ttnmeer  we  t0ok  me  in.  f    sick  and  in  prison  yb  tisitep  mb.       i  ncse 
WwUfc   we  reirard  as  our  authority,  and  our  encouragement;  teaching 
11  to  ky  for^rd  in  tbe  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  to  expect, 
if  we  do  it    with   penitent  and  believing  hearts,  to  meet  the  approba^ 
LT^fhim  whMe^avor  is  life.     We  learn  also,  from  these  words  of 
Zt^    theffoUt  of  those  who  neglect  or  oppose  the  perfomance 
rfth^^^s     i^  whieh   we  are  engaged.     And,  as  we  proceed,  and 
It^^nth^  to    month,  the  disclosure  of  facts  of  which  we  had 
K&wn  montn  ^        ^        suspicion,  we  feel  that  the  Saviour  knew 
"Z^^J^^  ever  know;  how  great  the  ?eces«ty  of  pr ac- 
wdy  better  "^^.         duty  implied,  in  the  benedicUon  which  he  hae 
ud  (Aedienceto  the^    upJn  those,  who  in  memory  of  his  sufferings. 
prooMMd  to  prooounoe    ^P^^^^^^/^^  ^^,  y^  fo„„d.     We  earnestly 
Nek  to  relieve    misery. 
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barrels  of  freeh  air,  in  aa  bour,  that  every  apartmeDt  in  a  Prison  shoiUd 
have  a  chimney,  pipe,  or  window  communicating  with  the  open  air. 
A^small  orifice  in  a  door,  much  less  the  cracks  oT  a  door,  opening  into 
a  close  and  narrow  passage,  do  not  afibrd  sufficient  air  to  sustain  life. 
There  should,  therefore,  be  particular  care  in  the  construction  of  a 
Prison  to  provide  free  ventilation. 

Light. — It  is,  also,  important,  that  prisoners  should  have  sufficient 
light  to  enable  them  to  read.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of 
dark  dungeons  in  the  Prisons  which  have  been  visited,  where  no  light 
can  ever  enter,  except  from  a  torch  or  candle.  It  is  not,  however,  a 
common  thing,  in  the  Prisons  in  this  country,  to  find  convicts  immured 
in  dungeons.  In  those  Prisons,  where  such  apartments  are  ibund, 
they  are  not  firequently  used  ;  but  are  kept  as  places  of  terror  to  the 
disorderly.  It  has  been  represented  in  Europe,  that  the  soliuu*y  cells 
in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  are  dark  dungeons,  such  as  that 
humanity  would  shudder  to  see  persons  confined  in  them.  This  is  an 
important  mistake  in  point  of  fact.  Out  of  five  hundred  and  fiiiy  five 
cells,  only  a  fi$w  are  dark,  and  these  are  seldom  used.  All  the  others 
are  lighted  sufficiently  to  enable  the  convicts  to  read  the  small  print  in 
their  Bible,  with  which  they  are  furnished  by  a  law  of  the  State.  Tlie 
wisdom  of  so  constructing  a  Prison,  that  the  convicts  may  have  suffi- 
cient light  to  enable  them  to  read  the  scriptures,  will  not  probably  be 
questioned. 

Clbanlinbss. — It  is,  also,  important,  that  there  should  be  particu* 
lar  regard  to  cleanliness,  in  the  construction  of  a  Prison,  in  many 
Prisons  in  this  country,  both  in  the  northern  and  southern  States, 
there  has  been  an  effort  so  to  construct  the  different  apartments,  that 
there  might  be  a  vault  in  each.  All  the  Prisons  constructed  in  this 
manner,  which  have  been  examined,  are  excessively  offensive.  In 
some,  a  person  finom  the  wholesome  air  without,  is  scarcely  able  to 
breathe  ;  in  others,  vomiting  is  produced  ;  in  all,  the  filthiness  is  such 
as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  there  should  never  be  a  permanent 
vault  in  a  room  where  human  beings  are  expected  to  live  and  breathe, 
to  sleep  and  eat  It  is  almost  impossible,  that  there  should  be  any 
cleanliness,  where  they  are. 

Want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  is  another  cause  of  filthiness  in 
Prisons.  In  some  large  Prisons  there  is  no  bath,  and  the  prisoners' 
clothing  is  seldom  washed,  and  consequently  they  are  covered  with 
vermin.  In  others,  prisoners  have  not  been  allowed  water  enough  to 
wash  their  hands  and  fiice,  and  scarcely  enough  to  quench  their  thirst ; 
and  this  their  suffering  condition  has  been  permitted,  because  water 
was  not  convenient.  In  the  construction,  therefore,  of  a  Prison,  there 
should  be  particular  regard  to  a  good  supply  of  water. 

Instruction. — It  is,  also,  important  to  provide  a  convenient  place 
for  communicating  instruction.  In  many  large  establishments  there  is 
no  place  of  the  kind.  In  one  State  Prison,  the  chapel  has  been  con* 
verted  into  solitary  cells ;  in  another,  into  a  weaver's  shop ;  in  many 
large  Jails  there  is  no  way  of  addressing  the  men,  except  through  the 
holes  in  the  doors.  In  such  cases,  instruction  is  not  regularly  com- 
municated to  the  convicts,  and  when  it  is  occasionally  communicated, 
it  is  under  circumstances  so  unfavorable,  as  to  loose  a  part  or  all  its 
effect.  There  should  therefore  always  be  a  chapel,  or  a  convenient 
hall,  where  the  convicts  may  be  assembled  for  divine  worship. 


SICSJCV88. — There  should,  also,  be  a  place  for  the  aick.  Instead  of 
this,  the  sick  are  not  unfrequently  found  in  rooms  thronged  with  other 
prisoners.  In  three  of  the  most  important  towns  in  this  country,  the 
Jails  have  no  sick  room,  and  the  sick  prisoners  were  found  lying,  in 
their  filth,  on  the  floor*  surrounded  by  convicts,  whose  noise  and  filthy 
communication  was  not  restrained  by  the  sickness  and  sufierings  of 
tbeir  fellow  priscMiers.  In  one  instance,  a  man  was  lying  on  the  floor, 
apparently  dead,  without  a  bed  and  without  covering.  About  twenty 
of  his  feUow  prisoners  were  standing  around  the  room,  apparently  in* 
difierent  whether  he  was  dead  or  alive.  No  physician  had  visited  the 
tick  man  for  several  days.  As  a  general  fact,  in  those  Prisons,  where 
no  hospital  is  provided  for  the  sick,  there  is  a  corresponding  inatten« 
tion  to  them  in  regard  to  medicine,  and  an  attendant  Physician  ;  and 
their  situatioD  is  deplorable.  If  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  there 
is  particular  regard  to  the  sick,  these  evils  are  greatly  diminished. 

These  considerations  and  facts  render  it  apparent,  that  in  the  con- 
BtmcAioB  of  a  Prison,  there  should  be  particular  regard  to  security, 
MoSimy  eomfinemad^  inspecHan,  veniUaHan^  ^^>  cUaniiniess,  instruct 
liMiy  and  sickness. 

For  a  Prison  securing  the  important  advantages  required,  we  recom- 
mend the  plan  exhibited  in  this  engraving.  It  represents  a  building, 
dedgned  to  contain  four  hundred  cdls,  on  the  plan  of  the  north  wing 
of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Retaining  the 
sane  principle  of  building,  it  may  be  enlarged  for  a  Penitentiary,  or 
jtmtmaliAd  for  a  Jail. 

The  external  wall,  in  the  first  figure,  is  two  hundred  and  six  feet 
bng^  forty  six  feet  wide  and  three  feet  thick.  In  this  wall  are  three 
lowa  of  windows,  which  are  four  feet  by  six,  except  the  lower  row, 
wfai^  are  four  foet  square.  These  windows  are  glazed  and  secured 
by  a  etrong  grating  of  iron.  They  are  sufficiently  large  and  numerous 
to  afcrd  pe&ct  ventilation  and  light  to  the  cells. 

tkb  gnmnd  view,  in  the  sec<Hid  figure,  exhibits  the  foundation  of 
dv  ceBs,  and  the  open  area  around  them.  The  centre  is  a  solid 
wall,  two  feet  in  thickness,  on  each  side  of  which  the  cells, are  arran« 
fed.  The  waUs  between  the  cells  are  one  foot  in  thickness  ;  those 
wtwiscn  the  cells  and  the  open  area,  which  are  broken  by  the  doors, 
feet.  The  cells  are  seven  feet  long,  seven  feet  high,  and  three 
half  feet  wide.  The  only  opening  firmn  the  cell,  except  the 
is  the  door,  in  the  upper  end  of  which,  is  an  iron  grate, 
eighteen  by  twenty  inches.  The  bars  of  this  grate  are  round 
three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  placed  about  two  inches 
leaving  orifices  smaller  than  a  man's  hand.  Trough  this 
all  the  light,  heat,  and  air,  are  admitted  to  the  celb.  The  ven- 
^hich  is  about  three  inches  in  diameter  j  extends  from  the  back 
rflln  eell  to  the  roof  of  the  building.  The  door  of  the  cell,  of  which 
is  a  part,  closes  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  wall,  leaving  a  re- 
the  door  and  the  outer  edge  of  the  wall,  two  feet  deep, 
in  froat  of  each  door,  increases  the  difficulty  of  conversa* 
fcetween  the  prisoners ;  prevents  them  firom  making  signs  to  each 
othn^  or  from  seeing  far  to  the  right  or  left  on  the  galleries ;  and 
fismidies  a  oonTcnient  place,  for  an  officer  of  the  Prison  to  converse 
with  the  prieoner,  without  being  seen  or  heard  by  those  in  the  adjoin* 
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ing  eells.  The  fkstenitig  of  the  door  is  by  a  strong  latch,  connected  by 
a  hook  with  a  bar  of  iron  placed  over  it.  This  bar  extends  from 
the  latch,  two  feet  horizontally  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  wall,  thence 
at  a  right  angle  eighteen  inches  horizontally  to  the  lock,  which 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoner,  three  and  an  half  feet  from  the 
door. — The  area  around  the  cells,  which  is  ten  feet  wide,  is  open  from 
the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  front  of  five  stories  of  cells.  Of  this  area, 
three  feet  adjoining  the  cells,  is  occupied  by  the  galleries.  A  conven- 
ient Hospital  may  be  formed  in  this  building,  by  dispensing  with  the 
partition  walls  between  four  cells  in  the  upper  story. 

The  breastwork  of  cells,  in  the  third  figure,  exhibits  all  the  cells,  on 
either  side  of  the  centre  wall ;  that  is,  half  the  cells  in  the  buildings 
together  with  the  galleries  and  staircase. 

The  advantages  of  this  mode  of  building,  (besides  that  of  solitary 
confinement,)  are  its  security  and  economy. 

The  security  is  fourfold  ;  for  the  prisoner  must  first  escape  from  his 
cell ;  then  avoid  the  sentinel  in  the  open  area,  who  has  every  ad- 
vantage for  seeing  him  ;  then  force  the  external  wall ;  and  after  all  he 
is  in  the  yard.  The  security  is  such,  that,  during  two  years,  in  which 
the  men  have  been  confined,  at  night,  in  these  ceils,  at  Auburn,  no 
breach  has  been  made  upon  one  of  them. 

l*he  economy  is  great  in  regard  to  the  space  occupied,  and,  also,  in 
heating,  lighting,  and  guarding.  Four  hundred  cells  will  cover  only 
206  by  46  feet  of  ground.  At  Auburn,  five  small  stoves,  and  six  large 
and  twelve  small  lamps,  placed  in  the  open  area,  in  front  of  the  cell, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoners,  a£ford  heat  and  light  for  five  hun- 
dred and  fifly  five  cells  ;  and  one  sentinel  is  found  sufficient  to  guard 
four  hundred  prisoners,  and  cut  off  communication  between  them. 
The  space  in  front  of  the  cells  is  a  perfect  sounding  gallery  ;  so  that  a 
sentinel,  in  the  open  area,  on  the  ground,  can  hear  a  whisper  from  a 
distant  cell,  in  the  upper  story. — This  experiment  has  been  tried  again 
and  again,  in  the  presence  of  the  person  furnishing  this  description. 

A  building,  in  which  these  important  advantages  are  secured  with 
so  much  eponomy,  is  great  gain. 

2.   RULES    AND    REGULATIONS. 

These  should  relate  to  a  thorough  Cieansing,  when  the  convicts  enter 
the  Prison ;  to  Classijication,  Clothing,  Diet,  Employment,  mode  and 
power  of  Punishment^  Government, 

Cleanliness. —  The  Rules  and  Regulations  should  relate  to  a 
thorough  Cleansing  when  the  convicts  enter  the  Prison.  This  remark 
is  particularly  applicable  to  the  State  Prisons.  A  case  occurred,  as 
we  are  credibly  informed,  in  which  an  old  negro,  who  was  covered 
with  sores,  whose  clothes  were  filthy  rags,  and  on  whom  were  seen 
afterwards  swarms  of  vermin,  was  thrust  into  a  State  Prison,  and  lock- 
ed up,  night  after  night,  and  week  after  week,  in  a  narrow  and  filthy 
dungeon,  with  blacks  and  whites,  old  and  young,  and  made  their  con- 
stant companion.  Nothing  was  done,  when  this  poor  old  man  entered 
the  Prison,  either  to  cleanse  or  clothe  him.  He  groaned  out  a  misera- 
ble existence  for  several  months,  among  his  fellow  prisoners,  when  it 
became  necessary  to  remove  him  to  the  Hospital,  where  for  the  first 
time  his  body  was  cleansed  and  comfortably  clothed  ;  but  he  soon  died. 
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In  the  FrisoB  of  an  adjoining  State,  where  this  poor  old  man  died, 
it  is  no  fiart  of  the  regulations  ever  to  change  the  clothing,  or  cleanse 
the  bodies  of  the  prisoners  when  they  enter  it ;  and  the  consequence 
is  what  might  be  expected,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Comrois- 
wmers  in  their  last  Report,  "  vermin  of  various  kinds  abound  ;"  and 
when  the  prisoners  can  endure  it  no  longer,  they  carry  their  clothes 
to  the  forge  of  a  smith's  shop,  and  there  smoke  and  bake  them  till  the 
vermin  are  mostly  destroyed.  -  This  process  was  repeated  several  times, 
the  last  aeaaoQ ;  but  it  was  not  effectual  for  the  extermination  of  this 
phgne.  Nor  is  it  believed  to  be  possible,  in  a  State  Prison,  where  a 
great  number  of  convicts  are  to  be  confined  continually  in  narrow  and 
crowded  rotims,  to  keep  the  place  clean,  without  a  standing  rule,  that 
every  prisoner  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  when  he  enters  the  Prison. 
Where  thia  is  done,  there  is  no  complaint  of  the  evil  above  described. 

Classification. — It  should  be  a  part  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations, 
that  there  should  be  some  classiiication  of  the  prisoners.  It  would  be 
belter,  if  Prisons  were  so  constructed,  that  there  could  be  a  perfect 
separation,  at  least  by  night ;  but  till  they  are  so  constructed,  it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  some  classification.  The  obvious  prin- 
c^es  of  classification,  require  that  males  and  females,  old  and  young, 
condemned  and  uncondemued,  blacks  and  whites,  debtors  and  crimin- 
als, should  be  separated.  This  is  so  evident,  that  it  would  not  be  sup- 
posed that  it  is  in  any  case  neglected,  where  the  Prison  admits  of  its 
being  done :  but  the  fact  is  not  as  we  should  suppose.  Even  the  first 
mentioned  classification,  the  separation  of  men  and  iromen,  is  neglected. 
In  a  principal  town  in  6ne  of  the  northern  States,  the  door  of  one  of 
the  apartments  of  the  Jail  was  opened  to  a  Clergyman,  who  found 
confined  in  the  room,  a  female  with  a  base  villain,  from  whom,  she  in- 
treated  him,  that  she  might  be  separated.  Several  other  cases  might 
be  mentioned,  in  which  men  and  women  have  been  found,  in  the 
diferent  Prisons,  confined  in  the  same  apartment,  whose  guilty  counte- 
nances indicated  their  character  and  habits.  Even  in  the  State  Prisons, 
cases  are  not  wanting  to  prove  that  female  convicts  should  be  separa- 
rated  from  the  men,  and  put  under  the  care  of  a  Matron. 

The  old  and  young  should,  also,  be  separated.  In  the  arts  of  vil- 
lany,  there  are  men,  who  have  grown  old.  The  first  principles  of  the 
ait  are  as  familiar  to  them  as  the  alphabet.  These  principles  are  per- 
fectly simple ;  and  if  the  object  to  be  attained  by  the  knowledge  of 
them  was  good,  they  would  be  as  beautiful  as  the  first  principles  of  any 
ait  They  are  principles,  too,  which  time  alone,  and  powerfiil  intel- 
lect, have  developed.  There  are  men  in  Prison,  .  it  were  to  be  wished 
that  they  were  not  so  numerous,)  to  whom  these  principles  are  fa- 
mdtar,  who  are  never  so  happy  as  when  they  are  teaching  them.  From 
soch  men,  the  novice  in  crime  may  learn  more  in  a  week,  than  he 
codd  discover  by  his  unassisted  reason  in  an  age.  A  man  of  powerful 
Bdbd,  who  had  been  ten  years  in  league  with  wicked  men,  said  that  he 
learned  more  in  five  days  after  he  was  committed  to  Prison,  than  he 
ercr  knew  before.  How  great  then  is  the  folly  of  having  classes,  or 
coQgiegatioDS,  or  committee  rooms%  in  Prison ;  where  the  old  and 
jooog  are  mixed  together ;  where  such  men  are  teachers,  and  such 
thiD£B  are  taught. 

It  mast  also    be  added,  that  in  numerous  instances,  the  youth  m 
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Prison,  who  are  the  attentive  pupils  of  these  old  villains  by  day,  are 
their  injured  companions  by  night. 

In  view  of  this  fisLct,  the  National  Gazette  says,  '*  we  have  before  as 
a  letter  of  recent  date,  which  exhibits  a  view  of  the  interior  of  Prisons, 
such  as  that,  if  we  durst  unveil  even  a  part,  would  strike  aghast  every 
virtuous  citizen  and  practical  Christian,  and  at  once  compel  the  re- 
spectable classes  of  society  to  a  common  and  decisive  effort  towards  a 
complete  reform  of  these  schools  of  fell  and  hideous  depravity."  While 
enough  has  come  to  our  "knowledge  to  justify  the  strong  language  of 
Mr.  Walsh,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  these  are  deeds  of  darkness 
of  which  very  few  ever  come  to  the  light.  There  are  enough,  howev- 
er, and  more  than  enough,  to  show  that  the  old  and  young  should 
never  be  associated  in  Prison. 

The  condemned  and  uncondemned,  should  also  be  separated.  It 
not  unfrequently  happens  in  this  country,  that  thb  is  not  the  fact*  A 
man  condemned  to  several  years'  imprisonment  fer  robbing  the  United 
States'  Mail,  who  escaped  the  gallows,  while  his  companion  was  hung, 
has  been  found  in  the  same  apartment  of  a  Jail,  in  one  of  our  principal 
cities,  with  others  who  had  not  yet  been  proved  guilty.  This  man  ap- 
peared like  the  captain  of  the  room,  and  complained  that  he  was  liable 
to  have  any  body  put  in  the  same  room  with  him. 

In  another  instance,  a  man  condemned  to  death,  who  was  to  be 
executed  in  a  few  days  for  murder,  was  found  in  the  best  apartment 
of  a  Jail,  readiing  newspapers,  with  his  fellow  prisoners,  some  of  whom 
might  have  been  uncondemned,  and  others  imprisoned  for  debt 

In  another  instance  still,  a  man  condemned  for  murder,  was  found 
roving  about  the  different  apartments  of  the  Prison,  enjoying  the  liberty 
of  the  yard,  accompanied  by  an  attendant,  and  apparently  feeling  more 
self  complacency  and  pride,  than  most  men  feel,  who  are  not  accused 
of  crime.  These  are  a  few  only  of  the  numerous  instances  which 
might  be  mentioned,  in  which  the  purposes  of  justice  are  thwarted,  by 
a  want  of  those  rules  and  regulations,  which  separate  the  condemned 
and  uncondemned. 

Blacks  and  whites,  should  also  be  separated.  The  propriety  of  this 
rule  arises  from  circumstances  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention ; 
but  the  fact  is  not  as  propriety  demands  that  it  should  be.  In  a  popu- 
lous town  in  the  northern  States,  in  a  Jail  which  contained  a  large 
number  of  apartments,  unoccupied,  a  black  man  was  found  withont  a 
garment,  in  a  room  with  ten  or  eleven  prisoners.  This  had  been  a 
subject  of  frequent  complaint  by  a  benevolent  gentleman,  who  had 
visited  the  Jail ;  but  still  the  evil  was  permitted. 

Instances  of  a  similar  kind  have  been  frequently  found,  in  which 
there  was  not  that  classification  of  prisoners  of  which  the  building  would 
admit.  It  is  apparent  from  these  facts,  that  the  standing  rtSes  and 
regulations  of  Prisons,  should  require  as  much  classification  as  the  con- 
struction of  the  building  will  admit.  That  males  and  females,  old  and 
young,  blacks  and .  whites,  condemned  and  uncondemned,  murderers 
and  witnesses,  debtors  and  criminals,  should  be  crowded  together,  is 
as  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  justice,  as  the  principles  of  religion. 
The  interests  of  society  require,  that  prisoners  should  be  classed,  if 
they  cannot  be  separated. 

Clothing. — ^The  feelings  of  humanity  require,  that  prisoners  should 
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be  cklbed. — In    many  Jails  in  the  larger  towns,  the  prisoners  are 
fonusfaed  bj  lair  with  no  clothing,  and  in  many  Penitentiaries,  where 
they  are  required  to  labor  hard,  during  the  week,  they  are  furnished 
vith  no  chan^   of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath.     In  the  former  case, 
prisooeTB  are  often  found  with  no  other  covering  than  blankets,  and 
these  Uankets  very  filthy  and  ragged.     In  some  cases,  persons  have 
been  found  in  this  situation,  who  were  detained  as  witnesses ;  and  in 
other  cases,   children,  who  were  not  accused  of  crime ;  and  in  the 
PeniCentiariea  where  no  change  of  clothing  is  allowed,  there  is  a  fJthi- 
nesB  which  the  community  would  not  justify,  if  it  was  acquainted 
with  the  fact.     It  is  an  act  of  justice,   however,  to  the  Penitentiaries 
generally,  to  state,  that  but  one  has  been  found  where  vermin  abound- 
ed, and  this  it  is  believed,   will  be  soon  purified.     But  there  are  sev- 
eral, (and  among  them,  some  of  the  best,)  where  the  men  have  not  a 
change  of  raiment  for  the  Sabbath,  and  they  consequently  appear  in 
the  place  of  worship,  in  a  dress  not  corresponding  with  the  duties  of 
the  place.    This  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  in  some  instances,  by  the 
officers,  who  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  good  effect  of  cleanliness,  but, 
who  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  for  the  convicts  this  indulgence.     In 
those  cases,  in  which  the  indulgence  has  been  granted,  the  good  ef- 
fects of  it  have  been  seen,  in  the  greater  propriety  of  behaviour,  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners,  during  the  religious  services  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
in  the  more  cheerful  and  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 


The  expense  of  doing  this  should  not  be  made  an  objection  to  it ; 
because  the  whole  expense  of  a  prisoner's  clothing  and  bedding  for  a 
year,  in  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  which  is  very  superior  in  these 
reelects,  was,  during  the  year  ending  May  31,  1822,  only  $5  27.  A 
laere  change  of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath,  would  increase  this  expense 
very  little,  and  this  trifling  additional  expense,  would  probably  be  more 
than  repaid,  in  the  encouragement  it  would  afford  to  industry  during 
the  week.  That  the  prisoners,  then,  should  be  clothed,  and  furnished 
with  a  change  of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath,  seems  to  be  required  by  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  if  not  of  sound  policy. 

DiKT. — They  should,  also,  be  fed  with  wholesome  food,  in  sufficient 
qoutities  to  preserve  life  and  health.     This  subject  is  not  introduced 
here  becaose  prisoners  have  been  found  in  this  country  complaining  of 
konger.     Very  few,  if  any,  cases  of  this  kind  have  been  known  to  exist, 
except  where  food  has  been  taken  away  as  a  punishment.     The  common 
ittowance  of  food  in    the  Penitentiaries,  is  equivalent  to  one  pound  of 
•eat,  one  pound  of  bread,  and  one  pound  of  vegetables  per  day.     It 
varies  a  little   from  this,  in  some  of  them ;  but  it  is  generally  equiva- 
Wat  to  it     It  should,  also,  be  stated,  that  this  food  is  generally  whole- 
WBic  tad  well  prepared.    The  subject   is  therefore  not  introduced 
Waose  there  are   known  to  be  great  abuses  in  this  country,  in  regard 
^tht  food  of  prisoners  :  but,  because  an  opinion  prevails  extensively, 
ta  Ihe  cooricts  in  our  Penitentiaries  have  too  much  food,  of  a  quality 
fetter  Chan  they  ought  to  receive.     This  opinion,  which  is  entertained 
hf  hirfilv  respectable   individuals,  may  lead  to  an  evil  widely  different 
iwDlhU  ofwhich    they  complain,  and  of  greater  magnitude.     In 
STlWhlnk    Penitentiary,  in  Great  Britoin,  an  experiment  has  been 
life  OT  aJlw,  as  to  the  quantity  of  food  necessary  to  keep  him  alive. 
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In  such  extensive  establishmeiits  a  step  once  taken,  may  lead  to  fatal 
consequences  before  it  can  be  retraced.  In  this  establishment,  ne« 
London,  the  advocates  of  a  severe  discipline,  demanded  a  reduction  oj 
the  diet  of  the  prisoners,  and  a  calculation  was  made  about  the  close  m 
the  year  1822,  to  ascertain  how  little  food  would  sustain  human  life^ 
There  was  at  that  time  in  the  Prison  about  800'  convicts,  and  theii 
diet  was  reduced  to  half  a  pound  of  bread  per  day,  and  the  soup  mad^ 
of  ox  heads,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ox  head  to  one  hundred  maleu 
and  Lhe  same  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  females.  A  general  decay 
of  health  was  apparent ;  but  the  scurvy  did  not  appear  till  January^ 
1823.  The  cases  of  disease  increased  rapidly,  and  on  the  28th  of  Fejv 
ruary,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  were  sick,  and  on  the  tenth  of  April, 
more  than  four  hundred.  It  was  found  on  inquiry,  that  the  meat  of 
an  ox  head,  weighed  only  eight  pounds,  which  being  divided  among 
one  hundred,  allows  only  one  ounce  and  a  quarter  to  each  prisoner. 
To  this  diet,  the  College  of  Physicians  afler  long  delay,  ascribed  the 
production  of  the  disease.  Tt  became  necessary  at  length  to  remove 
every  prisoner  from  the  establishment,  which  was  done,  and  the  whole 
was  purified.  In  consequence  of  this  sickness,  the  House  of  Commons 
resolved  to  give  to  the  future  inmates,  a  full  and  nutritive  diet,  as  to 
quality  and  amount.  This  experiment  on  human  life,  may  be  of  gr^^^ 
use  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  by  preventing  a  severity  as  dangerous 
to  life,  as  excessive  indulgence  is  injurious  to  morals.  The  experiment 
shows,  that  eight  ounces  of  bread  and  one  and  a  quarter  of  meat,  can* 
not  sustain  life ;  it  does- not  show,  however,  that  three  pounds  of  food 
per  day  is  necessary  to  life  and  health,  and  it  may  still  be  a  question  of 
groat  ini|)ortance,  whether  the  Milbank  Penitentiary  was  not  in  one 
cxrrenic,  and  the  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States  in  the  other ;  so 
that  the  subject  is  still  open  for  consideration  and  experiment ;  though 
it  is  apparent  from  the  experiment  at  Milbank,  that  it  should  be  con- 
ducted with  great  discretion,  when  human  life  is  at  stake.      • 

There  has  been  an  experiment  at  Lamberton,  New  Jersey,  upon  t)ie 
men  in  solitary  cells,  which  resulted  differently  than  that  at  Milbank. 
At  Lamberton,  the  men  on  whom  the  experiment  was  tried,  were  con- 
fined tlie  whole  term  of  their  sentence,  in  solitary  cells.  Some  of  them 
had  been  confined  eighteen  months,  and  some  two  years.  Their  al- 
lowance of  food  was  only  half  the  allowance  of  the  men,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  the  shops,  and  the  allowance  of  the  men  in  the  shops,  was 
only  half  a  pound  of  meat,  together  with  one  pound  of  bread,  one  gill 
of  molasses,  and  about  half  a  pound  of  vegetables  per  day  ;  but  even 
this  reduced  allowance  had  no  other  effect  upon  the  men,  than  to  sub- 
due their  passions  ;  it  did  not  injure  their  health.  They  appeared  as 
well,  at  least,  as  any  class  of  prisoners,  who  have  been  visited,  in  this 
country  ;  and  the  keeper,  who  has  been  thirteen  years  in  the  institu- 
tion, stated,  that  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement,  with  this  diet,  had 
been  very  good,  and  that  the  prisoners  all  lefl  the  cells  with  a  strong 
determination  never  to  return  to  them,  and  no  one  had  yet  returned, 
nor  did  he  believe  that  any  one  would  ever  return.  If  he  was  correct 
in  this  opinion,  and  there  was  every  thing  in  the  appearance  and  con- 
versation of  the  prisoners  in  the  cells,  to  induce  the  belief  that  he  was 
correct,  then  this  mode  of  punishment,  with  reduced  allowance  of  food, 
is  much  better  than  where  one  half,  or  one  third  of  the  wtiole  number 
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of  primoen  are  committed  a  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  time, 
xirlftieh  is  the  fiict  in  several  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States,  where 
the  men  are  fed  abundantly. 

The  subject,  therefore,  of  the  prisoner's  diet,  is  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, coBceming  which,  there  b  a  considerable  diversity  of  opinion 
mod  experiment ;  but  which  seems  not  yet  to  be  established  by  any 
coinmon  rule  of  acknowledged  worth. 

fiMPLOTitKicT. — The  best  mode  of  employing  prisoners,  next  claims 
our  consideration.  And  on  this  subject,  the  first  thing  that  demands 
our  attention  is  the  variety  of  curious  trades,  which  are  introduced 
into  aome  of  our  Penitentiaries ;  particularly  in  the  metals ;  such  as 
whitesmiths,  locksmiths,  gunsmiths,  brass  founders,  coppersmiths,  &,c. 
duc.  which  are  all  admirably  adapted  to  furniah  implements  of  mischief 
mnd  skiU,  in  the  arts  of  counterfeiting  money  and  picking  locks.  For 
instance,  in  a  Penitentiary  in  an  adjoining  State,  a  convict  of  many 
jears*  experience  in  the  arts  of  villany,  who  had  been  associated  with 
gangs  oC  counterfeiters,  and  was  possessed  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  of 
great  quantities  and  varieties  of  curious  tools,  and  plates,  and  bills,  was 
iocaled,  in  the  Prison  to  which  he  waa  condemned,  at  the  head  of  the 
whitesnich's  shop.  This  shop  was  well  furnished,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Stale,  with  all  the  instruments  which  such  an  artist  would  desire  to 
use,  and  had  a  window  in  it  opening  into  the  street,  through  which  he 
coold  detiter  any  altered  or  counterfeit  money,  and  receive  materials 
to  alter  it. 

Take  another  instance.  A  cc^per  plale  printer,  was  arrested  for 
being  possessed  of  copper  plates  for  making  counterfeit  bills,  and  for 
being  largely  engaged  in  the  trade. — He  was  sentenced  to  the  State 
Prison,  and  there,  as  a  matter  of  particular  favor,  he  was  permitted  to 
have  a  room  fitted  up  by  himself,  where  he  could  place  his  copper  plate 
press,  and  carry  <m  his  former  occupation  of  copper  plate  printer. 

Take  another  illustration.  The  locks  for  Levetel>«treet  Jail,  Boston, 
Here  made  in  the  State  Prism,  at  Charlestown.  jThe  reason  for  this 
was,  that  locks  of  more  curious  construction  could  be  obtained  there, 
tlnn  elsewhere.  Of  course,  the  first  principles  of  this  curious  art  were 
better  understood ;  and  if  understood,  taught ;  and  if  taught,  tested. 
These  principles,  thus  tested  in  Prison,  might  afterwards  be  reduced 
lo  practice*  wherever  the  pupils  in  so  good  a  school,  should  have  their 
lot  cast ;  not  so  much,  however,  to  furnish  looks,  which  no  keys  could 
open,  as  to  furnish  ke]«,  which  no  locks  could  resist.  We  only  allude 
to  this  subject,  in  this  place  ;  as  our  only  object  here  is,  to  illustrate  an 
obfbns  principle,  viz.  that  all  curious  arts,  in  the  metals,  are  out  of 
phce,  in  a  Penitentiary — They  greatly  facilitate  the  means  of  render- 
n^  Penitentiaries,  what  they  have  often  been  called  of  late  years, 
sehoob  of  vice. 

Against  other  trades,  which  are  pursued  in  these  institutions,  no 
«seh  olijectjon  is  found.  Coopers,  weavers,  shoemakers,  taylors,  hat- 
ters, ind  stone  cutters,  cannot  so  easily  pervert  the  design  of  their  em- 
{Asfomit.  The  instruments  which  they  use,  are  few  and  simple,  and 
aottisiiy  converted  into  implements  of  mischief.  These  trades,  there- 
bn,  tre  mnch  more  safe  in  a  Penitentiary,  than  the  curious  arts  of 
vbitnmiths,  lockmakers,  and  copper  plate  printers. 
Another  objection  to  the  latter  class  of  trades  is,  that  the  tool?, 
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responsibility,  jealous  if  not  hostile  feeling,  and  distracted  counsel ;  but 
we  secure  the  advantages  of  mutual  inspection  and  walchfiilness.  This, 
if  I  mistake  not,  is  the  condition  of  the  Prison  at . 

"  If  on  the  contrary  we  constitute  a  board  of  directors,  who  appoint 
and  control  and  direct  the  warden,  and  who  take  an  active  part  in  the 
management  of  the  Prison,  the  warden  will  become  their  creature  and 
tool ;  one  of  the  directors  will  insensibly  become  the  acting  man,  and 
the  others  mere  cyphers,  and  there  is  then  no  intermediate  board  who 
can  inspect  or  control,  tlje  responsibility  is  divided,  and  every  species 
of  abuse  will  creep  in.     And  Uiis  is  the  condition  of  the  Prison  at . 

'*  What  can  be  done  ?  Can  a  board  of  visitors  or  a  committee  of 
humanity  be  instituted — if  they  are  invested  with  any  power  will  they 
not  interfere  with  and  embarrass  the  warden  ?  I  should  fear  it,  and 
yet  the  prisoner  ought  to  have  some  protector  against  the  mal-treatment 
of  his  keeper. 

*'  I  have  on  the  whole  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  a  permanent 
board  of  three  directors,  was  best.  This  board  to  overlook  the  warden, 
to  approve  or  reject  the  by-laws  proposed  by  him,  and  to  leave  all  the 
management  to  him,  who  should  be  solely  responsible  for  the  condition 
of  the  institution.  As  a  check  upon  him,  I  would  have  the  directors 
in  succession  attend  at  the  Prison  every  Monday  morning,  and  settle 
with  the  warden  the  concerns  of  the  preceding  week,  look  carefully  to 
the  condition  of  the  Prison  and  the  prisoners,  have  frequent  private  ex- 
aminations of  the  prisoners,  and  act  in  all  respects  as  a  committee  of 
humanity. 

"  I  believe  after  all,  thb  simple  arrangement  will  accomplish  more 
than  a  complicated  arrangement ;  but  I  would  on  no  account  allow 
the  directors  to  control  the  warden,  as  to  employment  of  prisoners, 
government,  purchases  or  sales ;  I  mean  in  individual  cases  or  articles." 

The  plan  of  vesting  the  government  as  proposed  in  this  communica- 
tion, is  proposed  by  a  gentleman  of  careful  observation,  who  has  devoted 
much  time  to  this  subject,  and  whose  judgment  is  worthy  of  particular 
consideration.  The  plan  is  simple,  it  is  well  provided  with  checks  and 
balances,  and  with  men  of  integrity  to  fill  the  places  of- directors  and 
warden,  it  will  without  doubt  be  successful.  Without  such  men, 
neither  this  plan  nor  any  other  can  save  the  State  from  continual  fraud. 
In  aU  Penitentiaries,  and  in  every  plan  for  their  government,  the  offi- 
cers, if  they  are  destitute  of  moral  principle,  can  find  opportunities  for 
deception  and  iniquity.  This  is  sufficiently  apparent  from  the  history 
of  the  past.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  men  of  great 
integrity  should  be  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  plan,  or  even 
the  plan  proposed  will  fail. 

In  regard  to  the  choice  of  proper  men  to  assist  the  warden  in  the 
government,  as  subordinate  officers,  there  has  been  great  difficulty. 
Men  destitute  of  humanity,  men  of  violent  and  virulent  passions,  men 
of  obscene  and  profane  conversation,  men  who  have  been  detected  in 
acts  of  villany  and  nefarious  plans  of  wickedness  with  prisoners,  men 
who  would  accept  a  bribe,  men  who  would  make  a  league  with  counter- 
feiters, men  who  would  defraud  the  State,  such  men  have  been  connect- 
ed with  the  government  of  these  institutions.  These  declarations  are 
founded  in  fact,  in  facts  which  have  been  proved^  and  the  guilty  per- 
petrators of  such  wickedness  have  been  accused,  condemned,  dis- 
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tliaiged,  and  left  to  feel  the  stings  of  their  guilty  consciences.  In 
^]['uig  this,  no  allusion  is  made  to  those  who  have  not  been  proved 
^ty.  These  are  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose,  and  show  the 
unmease  importance  of  intrusting  the  government  of  these  institutions 
to  laen  of  integrity.  To  no  officer,  in  any  one  of  them,  who  has  not 
Waprored  guilty,  is  any  allusion  made  in  the  above  statement.  If 
ay  oisnce  therefore  is  felt,  it  should  be  with  the  condemned,  whose 
conduct  has  laid  the  foundation  of  it,  and  not  with  the  illustration  of 
an  important  principle.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  to 
fmrd  against  being  misunderstood,  for  the  statement  is  perfectly  plain, 
and  if  men  are  conscious  of  integrity,  they  will  not  be  suspiciouu  that 
iliosion  is  made  to  them,  and  if  they  have  not  been  proved  guilty  the 
statement  does  not  apply  to  them.  At  the  same  time,  it  would  be 
improper  to  make  any  explanation  of  what  has  been  said,  whicli  should 
have  a  tendency,  in  any  degree,  to  relieve  a  guilty  conscience.  If 
men  of  the  character  described  are  still  in  places  of  trust,  in  our 
Peniteatiaxies,  it  is  time  that  theur  consciences  should  prompt  them  to 
change  their  character  and  conduct,  or  to  leave  their  station  ;  for  they 
must  know,  better  than  we,  that  none  but  men  of  integrity  ought  to 
hold  the  offices  of  which  they  are  incumbents. 

Having  considered  the  place,  where  the  power  should  be  lodged  in 
the  government  of  a  Penitentiary,  and  the  character  of  the  men  who 
sbooJd  hold  these  places  of  trust,  we  make  a  single  remark  conccrn- 
inz  the  na^feer  of  men  proper  to  be  employed  in  the  government 
There  are  instances  in  our  Penitentiaries  of  extravagant  expenditure 
to  support  a  nuhiber  of  men  altogether  disproportionate  to  the  duties, 
and  the  number  of  prisoners  In  one  Penitentiary,  with  nearly  one 
hundred  convicts,  is  found  five  keepers ;  and  in  another,  with  alxiut 
the  same  number  of  convicts,  twenty  two  keepers ;  and  in  another, 
with  more  than  four  hundred  convicts,  twenty  three  keepers :  if 
tberelbre  the  first  and  last  have  a  sufficient  number,  the  second  has 
many  nxote  than  a  sufficient  number.  If  it  be  said,  that  the  con- 
stroction  of  the  Prison  and  the  employment,  in  the  second,  make  it 
more  difficult  for  twenty  to  guard  one  hundred,  than  for  five  to  guard 
the  same  n amber,  in  the  other  Prisons,  this  affords  a  strong  argument 
ior  a  reformation  in  regard  to  construction  and  employment ;  especially 
when  it  b  added  to  the  above  statement,  that  in  the  institution,  where 
the  keepers  are  as  one  to  five,  the  expense  to  the  State  is  seven  thousand 
dollars  for  one  hundred  convicts,  and  in  the  institution  where  the 
keepers  are  to  the  convicts  as  one  to  fifleen,  the  income  to  the  State  is 
five  thousand  dollars  from  sixty.  It  is  evident  from  this  statement, 
which  might  be  confirmed  by  many  more,  if  it  were  necessary,  that  the 
keepers  should  be  to  the  convicts  as  one  to  fiileen  or  twenty,  which  is 
enough,  if  the  construction  of  the  Prison  and  the  employment  of  the 
priaoDers  is  as  it  should  be. — We  have  now  finished  our  remarks  con- 
cerning the  government  of  a  Penitentiary,  and  proceed  to  a  considera- 
tbn,  as  proposed, 

3.   OF  THE   PROORBSS   OF   CRIME,  WITH  THE   CAUSES    OF   IT,  INCLUDINO 
THE    EVILS   OP  THE    PENITENTIARY   SYSTEM. 

pR06RES9  OF  Crime. — And  first,  concerning  the  number  of  prison- 
's in  Che  country,  at  the  present  time,  and  a  compari;9on  of  the  present 
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number  with  thd  munbcr  in  former  years,  in  order  to  ascertain  t/u 
progress  of  crime.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners,  in  the  Penitential 
ries,  in  the  United  States,  at  the  present  time,  is  about  three  thousand 
five  hundred ;  of  whom  one  third  part,  at  least,  are  in  the  State  ol 
New  York ;  one  sixth  part  in  Pennsylvania ;  and  one  tenth  part  io 
Massachusetts.  In  several  of  the  States  there  are  no  Penitentiaries, 
and  we  have  not  the  documents  necessary  to  ascertain  the  number  oi 
prisoners  in  the  Jails  of  those  States,  under  sentence  of  the  Court. 
Among  the  States  near  the  seaboard,  there  are  no  Penitentiaries  in 
Delaware  and  North  and  South  Carolina.  Among  the  Western  ^^tates 
there  are  no  Penitentiaries,  except  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Our  state- 
ments therefore  must  relate  to  those  States,  where  there  are  Peniten- 
tiaries and  to  the  progress  of  crime,  as  it  appears  from  the  records  oi 
these  institutions.  And  to  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  results,  concern- 
ing the  progress  of  crime,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  the  history  of 
particular  institutions,  and  to  connect  with  all  the  statements,  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  increase  of  popiilation,  in  the  State  where  the  insti- 
tution is  located. 

Ill  Vermont,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary,  daring  the 
first  five  years,  ending  in  1813,  was  131 

five  years  ending  1818,  was  175 

five  yeart  ending  1823,  was  182 

During  this  period  of  fiflcen  years,  the  population  of  Vermont  increased 
about  50,000 ;  so  that  crime  increased  in  Vermont,  faster  than  the 
population,  between  the  two  first  mentioned  periods;  but  not  so  fast 
between  the  periods  last  mentioned. 

In  New  Hampshire,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary, 
during  the  first  five  years  ending  1817,  was  911 

during  the  five  years  ending  1822,  was  100 

During  the  same  period  the  population  increased  about  one  eighth : 
so  that  in  New  Hampshire  the  population  increased  faster  than  the 
commitments. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  average  number  of  convicts  to  the  Peniteo* 
tiary,  during  the  fourteen  years  ending  1819,  was  93 ;  the  average 
number  during  five  years  ending  1825, 121 ;  the  population  during  the 
same  time  increased  about  one  eighth ;  so  that,  in  Massachusetts  the 
convicts  have  increased  faster  than  the  population. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary, in  five  years  ending  1801,  was  6l>3 
five  years  ending  1806,                                                         881 
five  years  ending  1811,                                                          882 
five  years  ending  1816,                                                         1338 
During  this  period  of  twenty  years,  the  number  of  convicts  did  not 
increase  two  fold.     But  the  population,  in   1800,  was  586,000 ;  ia 
1810,  959,000 ;  so  that  the  population  increased  almost  two  fold  in  ten 
years ;  but  the  number  of  commitments  did  not  increase  two  fold  in 
twenty  years.     In  New  York  therefore  the  number  of  commitments 
has  not  multiplied  as  fast  as  the  population. 

We  have  not  brought  this  statement  concerning  New  York  down  to 
a  later  period,  because  some  of  the  convicts  were  sent,  for  the  first 
time,  to  Auburn,  in  1817,  and  we  have  not  the  numbers  committed 
annually  to  that  Prison. 


Iq  FeBOflylvania,  the  average  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary, 
from  1790  till  1815,  was  1U5 ;  the  average  number  from  1810  to  1819, 
*il<^' tlie  average  number  in  1820  and  21,  265;  showing  the  in* 
crease  of  convicts  was  about  two  fold  and  an  half.  The  increase  of 
pojnbtioD  was  about  the  same.  The  population  in  1790  was  434,000 ; 
n  1820,  1,019,000  ;  so  that  in  Pennsylvania  the  number  of  commit- 
BKnts  has  malti|died  no  faster  than  the  population. 

Id  New  Jersey,  during  the  twenty  years  ending  1819,  the  average 
mnber  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary  was  38;  during  the  six  years 
ending  lt^25,  the  average  number  was  40.  The  population  had  in- 
creased, during  the  same  time,  at  least  one  sixth,  while  the  number  of 
commitmeats  had  increased  only  one  twentieth  ;  so  that  in  New  Jersey, 
thenamber  of  commitments  has  not  increased  as  fast  as  the  population.^ 

Pmm  these  fiu^ts  it  is  apparent,  that  the  increase  of  crime  has  not 
90  &r  exceeded  the  increase  of  populationr,  as  has  been  sometimes 
rppresenled.  If  this  be  true,  notwithstanding  the  great  defects  in  the 
PeniieiiUary  system,  the  inference  is  reasonable,  that  the  Peniientiary 
systrm  iMPKovBD,  if  it  does  not  answer  all  the  valuable  purposes,  which 
its  eaf/y  advocates  anticipated,  wili  retard  thg  growth  of  crime. 

Alt  though  the  increase  of  crime  has  not  exceeded  the  increase  of 
popalatioa,  still  it  has  greatly  exceeded  the  desires  and  hopes  of  all 
beoeTolem  men,  and  it  becomes  a  subject  of  earnest  Inquiry  and  deep 
iflterest,  what  have  been  the  causes  of  this  increase  ?  Some  of  them 
ve  fbttod  in  the  state  of  society,  and  some  in  the  defects  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary system.  It  will  be  practicable  in  this  Report  to' present  only 
tinse  whjch  are  most  obvious  and  important 

DcGRADeO   CHAHAGTEft  OF  THE  CoLOVRED    POPULATION. The  first 

<^Qse,  existing  in  society,  of  the  frequency  and  increase  of  crime,  is 
^  degraded  character  of  the  coloured  population.  The  facts,  which 
m  gathered  from  the  Penitentiaries,  to  show  how  great  a  proportion 
of  tbe  convicts  are  coloured,  even  in  those  States,  where  the  coloured 
po|HiUtion  is  small,  show  most  strikingly,  the  connexion  between 
ignorance  and  vice. 
h  Mtssachusetts,  the  whole  population  is  533,000 

Tbe  coloured  population  less  than  7,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  314 

Tbe  coloured  convicts  50 

tbit  is,  U74th  pan  of  the  population  and  nearly  l-6th  part  of  the  con- 
nets  are  coloured. 
lo  Coonecticut,  the  whole  population  is  276,000 

Tbe  coloured  population  about  8,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  is  117 

Tbe  coloured  convicts  39 

t^t  is,  l-34th  part  of  the  population  is  coloured,  and  l-3d  part  of  the 
tooricts. 

Iq  Vermont,  the  whole  coloured  population  is  only  918  souls,  from 
vtiom,  twenty  four  have  been  furnished  for  the  Penitentiary, 
h  New  York,  the  whole  population  is  1,373,000 

Tbe  cokmred  populatwn  39,000 

Tbe  whole  number  of  convicts  in  the  State  Prison  in 

tbe  city  b  637 

The  cofeured  convicts  154 
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that  is,  l-35th  part  of  the  population  is  coloured,  and  about  l-4lh  part^ 
of  the  convicts. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  whole  population  b  277,000 

The  coloured  population  20,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  74 

The  number  of  coloured  convicts  24 

that  is,  l-13th  part  of  the  population  is  Coloured,  and  l-3d  part  of  the 

convicts. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  whole  population  is       ^  1,049,000 

The  coloured  population  30,000 

In  1816,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  407 

The  number  of  coloured  convicts  176 

In  1819,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  474 

The  number  of  coloured  convicts  165 

that  is,  l-34th  part  of  the  population  is  coloured,  and  more  than  l-3d 
part  of  the  convicts. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  these  illustrations.  It  is  sufficiently 
apparent,  that  one  great  cause  of  the  frequency  and  increase  of  crime, 
is  neglecting  to  raise  the  character  of  the  coloured  population. 

We  derive  an  argument  in  favour  of  education  from  these  facts. — 
It  appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  about  one  fourth  part  of  all 
the  expense  incurred  by  the  States  above  mentioned,  for  the  support 
of  their  criminal  institutions,  is  for  the  coloured  convicts. 

We  will  therefore,  look  a  moment  at  the  amount  of  the  expense  thus 
incurred. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  whole  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  support 
of  its  convicts,  in  the  last  ten  years,  has  been  ^106,405  ;  of  which,  one 
sixth  part,  or,  ^17,734  has  been  expended  for  the  support  of  its  colour- 
ed convicts. 

In  Connecticut,  the  whole  expense  of  the  state  for  the  support  of  its 
convicts  in  the  last  hfleen  years,  has  exceeded  $118,500;  of  which, 
one  third  part,  or  $37,166,  has  been  expended  for  the  support  of  its 
coloured  convicts. 

In  New  York,  the  whole  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  support  of  its 
convicts,  at  the  city  Prison,  in  the  twenty  seven  years  ending  Decem- 
ber, 182:),  was  $437,986 ;  of  which,  one  fourth  part,  or,  $109,166,  was 
for  the  support  of  its  coloured  convicts. 

The  whole  coloured  population  of  the  three  States  above  mentioned, 
viz.  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  York,  has  been  less  than 
54,000,  and  for  the  support  of  the  convicts  from  this  small  population, 
in  the  time  specified  above,  the  three  States  have  expended  $164,066. 

Could  these  States  have  anticipated  these  surprising  results,  and 
appropriated  the  money  to  raise  the  character  of  the  coloured  popula- 
tion, how  much  better  would  have  been  their  prospects,  and  how  much 
less  the  expense  of  the  States  through  which  they  are  dispersed,  for 
the  support  of  their  coloured  convicts. 

The  expenditure  of  $164,000,  in  so  short  a  time,  for  the  purposes  >of 
education,  among  a  people  consisting  of  only  54,000  souls,  would  very 
soon  raise  their  character  to  a  level  with  that  of  the  whites,  and  dimin- 
ish the  number  of  convicts  from  among  them,  about  ten  fold. 

If^  however,  their  character  cannot  be  raised,  where  they  are,  a 
powerful  argument  may  be  derived  from  these  iacts^  in  favour  of  colon- 
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intioD,  and  civilized  States  ought  sarely  to  be  as  wilting  to  expend. 
sKHiey  on  any  given  part  of  its  population,  to  pi  event  crime,  as  to 
ponisii  iu 

We  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the  facts  disclosed  above,  if 
tbej  do  not  lead  to  an  effort  to  raise  the  character  of  the  coloured 
population,  will  strengthen  the  hands  and  encourage  the  hearts,  of  all 
the  friends  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  in  the  northern 
States. 

CaowDfiD  NioRT  Rooms. — Another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime, 
is  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  in  the  Penitentiaries.  In  the 
New  Hampehire  and  Vermont  Penitentiaries,  from  two  to  six  are  lodg- 
ed in  each  room ;  In  Massachusetts,  from  four  to  sixteen  ;  in  Connec- 
ticut, from  fifteen  to  thirty  two ;  in  New  York  city,  twelve ;  in  New 
Jersey,  ten  or  twelve  ;  in  Pennsylvania,  twenty  nine,  thirty  and  thirty 
ooe  :  in  Maryland,  from  seven  to  ten ;  in  Virginia,  from  two  to  foiur. 

The  rooms,  in  which  so  many  convicts  are  lodged,  are  none  of  them 
large,  and  some  are  very  narrow  and  insufficiently  ventilated.  In  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  rooms  are  eighteen  feet  by  twenty,  and  it  is  a  common 
rule,  to  allow  to  each  convict,  a  space  on  the  floor,  six  feet  by  two ;  as 
lar/re  as  a  coffin.  In  Massachusetts  the  rooms  are  so  narrow  that  the 
only  mode  of  lodging  all  the  men,  in  some  of  them,  is  by  swinging 
hammocks  one  alwve  another,  and  in  Connecticut,  during  the  hot  weath- 
er, in  July,  1825,  thirty  two  men  were  lodged,  in  a  basement  story' 
room,  twenty  one  feet  long,  ten  feet  wide,  and  less  than  seven  feet 
high.  All  the  ventilation  of  this  room,  was  one  small  window,  and  a 
nanow  space  over  the  door.  It  would  have  been  said,  before  the  ex* 
periment  was  tried,  that  thirty  two  human  beings  could  not  live  in  this 
room,  a  single  night. 

At  the  same  time,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  at  Newgate,  i.  e. 
109,  were  lodsred  in  five  rooms.  These  rooms  are  all  in  the  basement 
story,  and  the  dimensions  of  each  of  the  rooms,  are  less  than  the  di- 
mensions, of  the  room  above  described. 

These  rooms  are  not  only  narrow  and  crowded,  but  filthy,  in  the 
extreme ;  and  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  in  their  recent 
report,  ftate,  that  "  vermin  of  various  kinds  abound  in  them." 

If  a  convict  is  not  already  lost  to  virtue,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive, 
in  vhat  manner  his  ruin  can  be  consummated  more  speedily,  tlian  by 
thrusting  him  into  such  a  place.  Accordingly  we  find  great  unity  of 
opinion  among  all  well  informed  and  practical  men,  ia  regard  to  the 
evils  of  this  miserable  system,  and  the  importance  of  solitary  confine- 
mem,  at  least  by  night. 

The  saperintendent  of  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  Mose9 
C.  PiLsBURT,  who  has  been  seven  years  in  that  institution,  says,  he  has 
tliooght  much  of  the  benefits,  which  would  result  from  solitary  con- 
finement at  night  The  plots  which  have  been  designed,  during  his 
term  of  service  have  been  conceived,  and  promoted,  in  the  night 
rooms.  He  has  spent  much  time  in  listening  to  the  conversation  of 
<)ie  convicts  at  night,  and  thus  has  detected  plots  and  learned  whole 
iiistories  of  villany. 

Jud^  Cotton,  the  superintendent  of  the  Vermont  Penitentiary, 
^J9f  I  fieel  satisfied,  that  great  evils  might  be  avoided,  could  our  State 
Prison  be  so  constructed,  that  the  convicts  might  lodge  separately  fironv 
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each  other.  Solitary  confinenient,  daring  the  night,  ivould  be  an 
effectaal  bar,  and  have  a  great  tendency  to  suppress  many  evils, 
which  do  exist,  and  ever  will  exist,  so  long  as  prisoners  are  allowed 
to  associate  together  in  their  lodging  rooms. 

The  Directors  of  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  in  their  last  R.c-» 
port,  say,  that  the  erection  of  an  additional  building,  within  the  Prison 
yard,  where  each  convict  may  be  provided  with  a  separate  apartment 
for  lodging,  has  long  been  a  favorite  object  with  the  government  of 
this  institution. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  say  that  the 
great  and  leading  objection  to  Newgate,  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
prisoners  are  confined  at  night—  turned  in  large  numbers  into  their 
cells,  and  allowed  an  intercourse  of  the  most  dangerous  and  debasing 
character.  It  is  here,  that  every  right  principle  is  eradicated,  and 
every  base  one  instilled.  It  is  a  nursery  of  crime,  where  the  convict 
is  furnished  with  the  expedients  and  shifts  of  guilt,  and  with  his  in- 
vention sharpened,  he  is  let  loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  a 
more  daring,  desperate,  and  effective  villain. 

The  superintendent  of  the  New  York  Penitentiary,  Arthur  Burtis, 
Esq.  speaking  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  said,  how  can 
you  expect  reformation,  under  such  circumstances?  As  well  might 
you  kindle  a  fire,  with  a  spark,  on  the  ocean,  in  a  storm.  If  a  man 
forms  a  good  resolution,  or  feels  a  serious  impression,  it  is  immediately 
driven  from  him  in  his  night  room. 

The  superintendent  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  Francis  S.  Lab  aw, 
says,  the  greatest  improvement,  that  has  been  made,  or  can  be  made, 
in  Prison  Discipline,  is  by  solitary  confinement.  The  solitary  cells  in 
this  Prison,  in  which  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners 
are  placed  under  sentence  of  the  Court,  have  answered  all  the  pur- 
poses, which  it  was  ever  expected  they  would^  so  far  as  trial  of  them 
has  been  had.  No  person,  who  has  been  once  confined  in  them,  has 
ever  returned  to  the  Prison. 

The  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  say,  for  want  of  room,  the  young  asso- 
ciate with  the  old  offenders ;  the  petty  thief  becomes  the  pupil  of  the 
highway  robber  ;  the  beardless  boy  listens  with  delight  to  the  well  told 
tale  of  daring  exploits,  and  hair  breadth  escapes  of  hoary  headed  vil- 
lany,  and  from  the  experience  of  age,  derives  instruction,  which  fits 
him  to  be  a  terror  and  a  pest  to  society.  Community  of  design  is  ex- 
cited among  them,  and  instead  of  reformation,  ruin  is  the  general 
result. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  Samuel  O. 
Parsons,  says,  I  consider  separating  convicts  at  night,  of  all  others, 
the  most  important  feature  in  the  Penitentiary  system  of  punishment, 
and  one,  which  should  every  where  claim  the  first  consideration  io 
erecting  such  institutions. 

With  the  opinions  thus  expressed,  of  the  practical  men  placed  at 
the  head  of  these  institutions,  the  opinions  of  the  governors  of  the 
respective  States,  of  the  judges,  and  legislators,  and  benevolent  men,  so 
far  as  they  have  been  expressed  or  known,  perfectly  coincide. 

Governor  Plummbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  efiectual  measures 
should  be  adopted  to  separate,  in  the  Penitentiaries,  old  offenders  from 
the  young  and  inexperienced. 
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Go? enior  Lincoln,  of  MaflsaehiiseltSy  in  a  late  message,  recommen- 
ded, that  immediale  provision  be  made  for  the  erection,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  io  the  {iri«oa  yard,  of  a  building,  with  sufficient  cells  for  the 
separate  continement  ol*  the  present,  and  any  future  probable  number 
ol*  convicts. 

Governor  Woiicorr,  of  Connecticut,  stated  to  the  Legislature,  in 
Hay,  with  reference  to  the  improvements  at  Auburn,  that  there  were 
few  subjects  apon  which  their  deliberations  could  be  bestowed  with 
higher  advantage  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

Governor  Clinton  has  formerly  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  impor- 
tance of  solitary  confinement,  and  in  his  late  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, he  expresses  an  opinion  concerning  the  institution  in  New  York 
city,  §or  the  reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  is  constructed 
on  the  plan  of  the  building  at  Auburn,  that  it  is  probably  the  best 
Prison  in  the  world. 

Judge  WooDBiTRT,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  that  '*  Prisoners, 
during  iDe  night,  should  be  wholly  separated  from  each  other." 

Ht  HopaiNTON,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  ''  a  novice,  who,  if  kept 
from  compsjiy  worse  than  himself,  might  have  been  reclaimed  from 
his  firet  attempts,  is  here  associated  with  old,  hardened,  and  skilM  of- 
fcndefs ;  he  hears  with  envy  and  admiration,  the  stories  of  their  prow- 
ess and  dexterity  ;  his  ambition  is  roused  ;  his  knowledge  extended  by 
these  recitals  ;  and  every  idea  of  repentance  is  scorned  ;  every  emotion 
uf  virtue  extinguished." 

Judge  TuACHER,  of  Boston,  says,  ''  by  the  confession  of  those  who 
administer  our  Penitentiaries,  it  is  tound,  that  most  of  the  evils  of  this 
^$tem  of  puntsbraent  flow  from  the  almost  free  and  unrestrained  in- 
tercourse, which  subsist  among  the  convicts." 

Thomas  Eddy,  of  New  York,  says,  '*  if  a  number  of  ingenious  men 
vere  requested  to  suggest  the  best  possible  mode  of  increasing  the 
number  of  thieves,  robbers,  and  vagabonds,  it  could  scarcely  be  in 
their  power,  to  fix  on  any  plan,  so  likely  to  produce  this  effect,  as  con- 
fining in  one  collection,  a  number  of  persons  already  convicted  of  com- 
mitting crimes  of  every  description." 

Hon.  Edward  Livingston,  says,  "  it  is  a  great  point  to  produce 
the  conviction  of  the  important  and  obvious  truth,  denied  only  by  a 
false  economy,  that  Prisons,  where  there  is  not  a  complete  separation 
of  their  inhabitants,  are  seminaries  of  vice,  not  schools  for  reformation, 
nor  even  places  of  punishment." 

RoBKRTs  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  lays  down  five  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  Prison  Discipline,  the  J?rs^  of  which  is,  "  that  convicts  should 
be  rigidly  confined  to  solitary  life." 

There  is  no  disagreement  between  the  opinbn  of  these  distinguished 
individuals,  and  the  opinions  of  various  commissioners,  directors,  ^c. 
who  have  written  on  this  subject. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  in  1817,  ask, 
**  how  it  is  to  be  reconciled,  that  in  any  civilized  country,  convicts  arc 
bfooght  into  promiscuous  association,  to  pass  years  together,  all  united 
under  the  influence  of  a  public  opinion,  as  strong  in  its  support  of  vice, 
^  that  which  rules  the  community,  is,  in  its  support  of  virtue  ]" 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in  a  very  able 
Report,  written  by  BIabtin  Wells,  Esq.  say,  **  it  is  in  the  cells,  that 
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every  right  principle  is  eradicated,  and  every  base  one  instilled.  They 
are  nurseries  of  crime,  where  the  convict  is  furnished  with  the  expe- 
dients and  shifts  of  guilt,  and  with  his  invention  sharpened,  he  is  leC 
loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  a  more  daring,  desperate  and 
eflfective  villain." 

The  Commissioners,  Samuel  M.  Hopkins,  Stephen  Allen,  and 
George  Tibbets,  of  the  New  York  Legislature,  say,  "  we  believe  that 
we  do  but  repeat  the  common  sentiment  of  aJl  well  informed  men, 
when  we  say,  that  as  long  as  it  is  necessary  to  confine  several  prison- 
ers in  the  same  room,  ouf  State  Prison  at  New  York,  can  be  no  other 
than  a  college  of  vice  and  criminality." 

A  highly  respectable  committee  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Pauperism,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  a  Report  on  the  Penitentiary 
System,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  docun)ents  ever  published 
on  the  subject,  in  this  country,  have  the  following  language,  **  Our 
Penitentiaries  are  so  many  sc)iools  of  vice,  they  are  so  many  semina- 
ries to  impart  lessons  and  maxims,  calculated  to  banish  legal  restraints^ 
moral  considerations,  pride  of  character,  and  self  regard."  **  They 
have  their  watchwords,  their  technical  terms,  their  peculiar  language, 
and  their  causes  and  objects  of  emulation.  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious 
observer  of  human  nature,  unacquainted  with  the  internal  police  of 
our  Penitentiaries,  to  suggest  a  school,  where  the  commitment  of  the 
most  pernicious  crimes  could  be  taught  with  the  most  effect ;  could  he 
select  a  place  more  fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  results,  than  the  in- 
discriminate society  of  knaves  and  villains,  of  all  ages  and  degrees 
of  guilt  ?" 

The  correctness  of  these  opinions,  in  relation  to  the  evils  arising 
from  a  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  is  supported  by  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the 
recommitment  of  convicts,  where  the  night  rooms  are  crowded,  and 
where  they  are  not. 

In  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  re- 
ceived from  November  23,  1812,  to  September  22,  1825,  was  two 
hundred  and  filly  seven ;  of  whom,  eleven  only  were  committed  a 
second  time. 

Twenty  one  have  been  pardoned  ;  of  whom  only  one  has  been  guilty 
of  a  second  offence. 

The  number  of  prisoners,  Sept.  22,  1825,  was  sixty  six ;  of  whom 
only  three  were  for  a  second  offence,  and  none  for  a  third. 

In  this  Prison  from  two  to  six  are  lodged  together ;  generally,  how- 
ever, not  more  than  two. 

In  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  the  whole  number  of 
prisoners,  in  August,  1825,  was  four  hundred  ;  of  whom  less  than 
twenty  were  committed  a  second  time.   * 

In  this  Prison,  the  convicts  are  lodged  separately :  there  are  more 
cells  than  men. 

In  the  Penitentiary,  in  New  York  city,  the  number  of  females,  in 
November,  1825,  was  sixty  six ;  of  whom  twenty  were  committed  a 
second  time  ;  six  a  third ;  two  a  fourth  ;  and  one  a  fif^h. 

Here  they  are  lodged  ten  and  twelve  in  a  room. 

In  the  State  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  in  1802,  out  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety  one  convicts  received,  forty  four  were  committed  a  second 
time,  and  two  a  third. 


29 

Tbe  whole  nnmber  of  recommitmeiits  to  that  Priflon,  for  a  second 
offence,  is  four  hundred  and  ninety  foar ;  for  a  third  or  more  offences, 
asxj  one,  and  the  number  pardoned  after  having  been  convicted  two, 
three,  or  more  times,  is  one  hundred  and  eight. 

In  inis  Prison,  the  average  number  in  the  night  rooms  is  twelve. 

In  tbe  Philadelphia  Penitentiary,  the  number  of  prisoners,  August 
24,  ieJ19,  was  four  hundred  and  sixteen ;  of  whom  seventy  three,  had 
fceo  twice  convicted ;  twenty  five,  three  times ;  seven,  four  times ; 
and  two,  five  times. 

In  the  female  department,  the  number  of  convicts  was  sixty  three ; 
of  whom  seventeen  had  been  convicted  twice;  and  two,  three  times. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison,  from  1810  to  1819, 
four  hundred  and  nine  had  been  convicted  twice ;  fifty  four,  three 
times;  and  two,  six  times. 

Of  four  hundred  and  fifty  one  convicts,  in  this  Penitentiary,  in  1817, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  two  had  been  before  committed  or  pardoned. 

In  this  Prison,  twenty  nine,  thirty,  and  thirty  one,  are  lodged  in 
most  of  the  night  rooms. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  in  1817,  out  of  three  hundred 
convicts,  then  in  Prison,  ninety  were  under  commitment  for  the  second, 
third,  or  fourth  time. 

In  this  Prison,  firom  four  to  sixteen  are  lodged  in  each  of  the  night 
rooms.  ^ 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  question  arises,  whence  so  great  a  dif- 
ference in  the  number  of  recommitments  ? 

In  New  Hampshire,  the  recommitments  are  less  than  one  to  twenty. 

At  Auburn,  less  than  one  to  twenty. 

In  the  New  York  Penitentiary,  almost  one  to  two. 

In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  almost  one  to  four. 

In  Philadelphia  Pennitentiary,  in  1817,  more  than  one  to  three. 

In  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  nearly  one  to  three. 

Again,  then,  we  ask,  whence  so  great  a  difterence  ?  Without  con- 
troveTsy,  one  great  reason  is,  the  difference  in  the  night  rooms.  Where 
tbe  reoommitments  are  numerous,  the  night  rooms  are  crowded ; 
where  the  recommitments  are  few,  the  night  rooms  are  not  crowded. 

In  view  of  these  strong  expressions  of  opinion,  firom  sources  so  res- 
pectable^ supported  by  so  many  fiicts,  concerning  the  evils  of  a  crowd- 
ed state  of  the  night  rooms  in  the  Penitentiaries,  the  question  arises 
why  a  defect  so  great,  and  obvious,  so  justly  and  universally  deprecat- 
ed, and  so  easily  removed,  why  is  it  not  removed  ?  There  may  be 
several  reasons,  and  the  following  among  others  aflford  encouragement 
to  oar  exertions. 

The  opinions  here  collected  may  not  have  been  collected  before,  or 
if  collected,  not  published,  or  if  published,  not  extensively  circulated  ; 
and  as  public  opinion  is  the  only  power  in  this  country,  and  public  at- 
tentioo  has  not  been  strongly  and  perseveringly  turned  to  the  magni- 
tode  of  the  evil,  it  has  not  been  corrected.  If  any  thing  has  been  said 
on  the  subject  by  the  superintendent  of  a  Penitentiary,  he  is  but  an 
iDdJvidaal ;  his  time  is  much  occupied  with  other  subjects ;  he  could 
not  alone  so  fer  produce  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislatore,  as  to  cause  them  to  appropriate  the  money  necessary  for 
^  ereetkiD  of  solitary  cells. 
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If  a  board  of  directors  ha?e  said  any  Mog  on  the  mbjeel,  they  may 
have  expreaaed  an  opinion  merely,  withoai  stating  facts;  and  they 
could  not  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  refimnation  titt  it  was  ac- 
complished. 

If  the  committee  of  a  society  or  a  board  of  commissioners  have 
taken  pains  to  prepare  an  elaborate  report,  in  which  they  have  exhib- 
ited with  great  ability  the  enormous  evils  arising  from  a  promiacuoos 
intercoarse  of  villains  of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt,  these  Reports 
have  been  of  very  limited  circulation  :  few  men  have  known  that  such 
reports  existed,  unless  they  were  making  the  subject  an  object  of  par- 
ticular attention. 

If  the  Executive  of  a  given  Stale  has  incurred  considerable  expense 
to  obtain  information  from  different  Penitentiaries,  the  information, 
thus  obtained,  though  valuable,)  has  not  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  public  mind ;  it  has  remained  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  on  file, 
ready  tor  examination  whenever  an  individual  sought  the  information 
in  question. 

It  is  not  to  be  admitted  for  a  moment,  if  there  had  ever  been  any 
systematic,  persevering  exertion  to  lay  before  the  public  mind,  the 
enormous  evils  growing  out  of  this  great  defect  in  the  Penitentiary 
systehi,  it  would  have  b^en  suffered  to  remain  as  it  is-  And  the  opin- 
ions of  the  wise  and  practical  men,  collected  above,  expressed  in  lan- 
guage so  strong,  each  corroborating  what  the  other  has  said,  and  all 
agreeing,  that  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms  is  one  of  the  great- 
est evils  of  the  Penitentiary  system,  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  con* 
viction,  that  there  must  be  a  strong  necessity  for  reformation. 

And  if  these  opinions  had  ever  been  fc^lowed  by  a  disclosure  of  facts 
from  the  interior  of  these  schools  of  fell  and  hideous  depravity  ;  if  the 
community  had  known  what  is  taugkl  in  these  seminaries  of  vice,  aod 
what  is  done  in  these  places  of  darkness,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
there  is  so  little  virtue  in  Uiis  country  as  to  neglect  the  remedy.  This 
is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  so  soon  as  it  is  known,  that  dreadfiil 
personal  vices  are  practised  among  the  convicts,  which  are  not  fit  to 
be  named  among  Christians ;  that  crimes  are  engendered  within  the 
walls,  which  are  perpetrated  by  convicts  after  they  obtain  their  enlarge* 
ment ;  that  false  keys  and  various  implements  of  extraordinary  inge- 
nuity and  contrivance  for  breaking  houses  and  stores  have  been  and 
are  fabricated  in  Prison ;  that  tools  and  instruments  for  counterfeiting 
bank  bills  and  for  making  and  debasing  the  current  coin,  are  also 
made ;  and  that  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  Penitentiaries,  and 
other  causes,  the  ingenuity  and  contrivance  of  the  makers  and  dealers 
in  these  prohibited  articles,  exceed  the  vigilance  of  their  keepers  and 
escape  detection  ;  so  soon  as  these  things  are  known,  the  proper  au- 
thorities have  applied  themselves  to  correct  the  evil. 

In  Massachusetts*  Connecticut,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  effi- 
cient measures  are  already  either  adopted  or  in  progress  for  a  thorough 
reformation. 

Daily  Tasks. — Another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime  is  what  is 
called  in  the  Penitentiaries  overstent  It  is  customary  to  assign  the 
men  daily  tasks,  to  be  done  for  the  State.  After  their  tasks  are  done, 
their  time  is  their  own.  An  account  is  kept  of  all  their  earnings  in 
the  leisure  time,  and  for  these  earnings,  they  receive  a  liberal  compen- 
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«don.  It  is  often  the  fact,  that  a  eonviet  tut,  (if  he  choofies,)  eam 
as  mock  for  himself^  as  for  the  State.  Caoea  not  unfrequently  ocear, 
in  viaeh  priaooers  earn  for  tbennselfea  from  three  to  fire  doliars  per 
week,  and  in  which  thej  can  do  all  the  work,  which  thej  are  compelled 
iodo,k«  the  State,  by  12  or  1  o'ckxik.  The  amount  of  monies  earned 
bf  the  prisoBers,  in  one  of  our  Penttentiaries,  in  ^their  leisure  time, 
esceeds  three  thooaand  dollars  annuallj. 

The  objections  to  this  overslent  are  numeroua  It  induces  the 
praoneis  to  pvmctice  deception  in  relation  to  the  work,  which  they  are 
Mt  to  perferiDy  before  their  task  is  assigned.  Accordingly,  prisoners, 
vlio  honestly  do  what  they  are  able  to  do  before  they  know  what  their 
task  wiU  be,  are  e  by«word  amcMig  their  fellow  prisoners.  After  their 
task  is  assigned,  it  induces  them  to  slight  their  work,  that  they  mity 
redeem  time  for  themselves. 

It  is  a  firaitliil  source  of  complaint  against  ihe  oflBcers,  becaase  they 
have  not  assigned  the  task  on  equitaUe  principles,  or  have  not  had 
saffieieBt  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

It  is  a  laborioils  business  to  open  accounts  with  so  many  labourers; 
to  ascertain  every  day  when  the  task  is  done,  and  how  much  credit 
is  doe  lo  each  prieoner  for  the  labour  performed  after  he  has  done  his 
task. 

It  requires  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  deception.  There  are 
various  modes  of  cheating  in  relation  to  their  tasks. 

It  is  productive  of  great  insubordination ;  for  if  a  prisoner  chooses 
lokMmge,  or  play,  after  he  has  done  his  task,  how  can  it  be  prevented  t 
The  tine  is  his  own.  He  has  done  all  which  is  required  of  him.  He 
if  mnntnr  of  himself  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

It  is  a  finitftil  source  of  corruptioo ;  for  three  thousand  dollars  a 
yev,  in  a  single  Penitentiary,  distributed  among  the  prisoners,  can 
purchase  many  indulgences,  and  bribe  those  who  have  access  to 
pnaooers,  to  do  many  unlawful  acts.  If  a  few  packs  of  cards,  or  a 
little  mm,  or  a  few  bills  to  be  altered  and  the  materials  to  alter  them 
ue  wanted,  money  will  purchase  these  things.  * 

Shoald  it  be  said,  this  money  is  not  paid  to  the  prisoners ;  it  is  paid 
Is  their  otder  for  the  use  of  their  fiimilies,  and  Uie  prisoners  do  not 
receive  it.  How  then  is  the  fact  to  be  explained,  that  individuals 
among  the  prisoners  have  some  sixty,  some  one  hundred,  and  some  two 
or  thrce  huiftdred  dollars  ?  so  much  money,  that  a  brisk  trade  is  carried 
oB'aflHMig  them,  and  gambling  for  a  considerable  amount  is  not  on- 
cooiiDon  T  Some  of  these  things  are  familiarly  known  to  some  of  the 
effieefs,  and  are  spoken  of  not  with  that  surprise,  which  many  citizens 
will  feel,  at  the  bare  suggesticm ;  but  as  a  thing,  which  cannot  be 
prevencedy  nor  the  manner  in  which  it  is  effected,  satisfactorily  ex<< 
plained. 

A  dire^lor  of  a  Penitentiary,  which  has  stood  high  among  its  sister 
iftititniiotis,  mentioned  that  several  dollars  bad  just  been  taken  from 
oae  of  the  convicts,  but  it  was  only  a  drop  to  the  ocean  in  comparison 
wiih  what  he  had  in  his  possession.  With  this  testimony,  in  relation 
to  this  ceovief ,  there  is  undesigned  coincidence  of  testimony,  proving 
the  same  thing  from  many  witnesses. 

That  a  considerable  part  of  this  money  came  into  the  Prison  indi- 
(vttly,  as  the  reward  of  labor  performed  by  the  prisoners,  after  their 


32 

tasks  were  done,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  in  those  Penitentiaries, 
where  there  is  no  overstent,  there  is  little  or  no  complaint  of  the  mis* 
chiefs  resulting  from  the  use  of  money  in  the  Prison. 

Hence  the  question  arises,  whether  the  overstent  is  necessary  ;  for  if 
some  Penitentiaries  are  conducted  successfully  without  it,  others  may 
be.  And  of  this  fact  there  can  be  no  question.  The  obedience, 
industry,  subordination,  and  profit  of  those  institutions  where  oversteot 
is  not  allowed,  are,  extremely  satisfactory. 

It  is  a[n  important  question,  therefore,  whether  this  regulation  does 
not  defeat  its  own  object.  It  was  intended  for  good  ;  is  it  not  produc- 
tive of  evil?  The  former  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn, 
Capt.  Ltnds,  whose  skill  in  Prison  Discipline  is  great,  does  not  intro- 
duce it,  nor  admit  its  necessity. 

Inadequate  Support  op  Subordinate  Officers. — Another  cause 
of  the  increase  of  crime  is  the  inadequate  support  of  the  subordinate 
officers  in  these  institutions.  This  is  a  reason  suggested  by  a  keeper, 
who  stated  that  the  men  received  a  compensation  so  small,  from  the 
State,  that  they  were  obliged  to  do  favors  for  the  prisoners,  and  some- 
times they  would  be  led  to  do  that  which  is  forbidden,  and  then  the 
prisoners  having  got  a  hold  upon  them,  would  say,  if  you  refuse  to  do 
what  we  require,  we  will  blow  you  up,  i.  e.  inform  against  you,  and 
thus  the  subordinate  officers  would-  become  the  tools  of  the  convicts. 
As  money  to  the  convicts  is  of  comparatively  little  value,  till  this  system 
is  introduced,  no  price  is  too  great  to  introduce  it,  and  afterwards  it 
will  proceed  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

It  is  true  that  no  evil  would  arise  from  this  source,  if  the  men  ob- 
tained for  these  places  of  trust  were  men  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
This  brings  us  to  another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime,  viz.  the  want 
of  sufficient  care  and  scrutiny,  in  the  selection  of  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers. A  regulation  therefore,  requiring  that  the  men,  who  are  to  fill 
these  places  of  great  responsibility,  should  come  from  the  different 
counties  in  the  State,  and  should  bring  with  them  the  certificate  of  the  | 
selectmen  and  "clergymen  of  the  town  where  they  live,  concerning  their 
high  and  well  known  character,  as  men  of  peculiar  integrity  and  faith- 
fulness, might  afford  some  security,  that  the  institution  would  be  what 
it  was  designed  to  be.  It  would  at  least  furnish  to  the  different  coun- 
ties some  confidence,  that  the  system  was  well  administered. 

Want  of  Moral  and  Religious  Instruction. — Another  cause  of 
the  increase  of  crime  is  the  inadequate  supply  of  moral  and  religious 
instruction  to  prisoners. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  w^ich  has  ailbrded  to  the 
State,  from  one  to  five  thousand  dollars  income,  K>r  the  last  six  years, 
iwenty  five  dollars  only  are  appropriated  annually,  to  supply  the  institu- 
tion with  the  nieans  of  grace. — It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that 
the  warden,  of  his  own  accord,  causes  the  scriptures  to  be  read  pub- 
licly to  the  men,  twice  every  day ;  and  on  the  Sabbath,  if  no  clergyman 
can  be  obtained  to  perform  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  the  warden 
does  it  himself.  The  influence  of  these  measures,  which  have  been 
adopted  voluntarily  by  the  warden,  has  been  powerful  in  raising  the 
institution 'to  its  present  elevated  character. 

In  the  Vermont  Penitentiary,  which  has  nearly  defrayed  all  the 
expense  of  its  management  for  five  years,  one  hundred  dollars  only,  tae 
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i^ofmited  lor  religioQs  instruction.  The  chapel  has  been  converted 
iato  a  weaver's  shop.  The  service  on  the  Sabbath  is  irregular,  and 
the  auiptuies  are  not  daily  read  to  the  assembled  convicts.  This  may 
be  one  reaaon  why  there  are  so  many  more  recommitments  in  Vermont, 
tfaia  in  New  Hampshire,  and  why  there  are  so  many  more  prisoners, 
in  proportion  to  the  population. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  which  has  given  an  income  to 
tie  State,  of  more  than  thirteen  thousand  dollars  in  the  last  two  years ; 
two  hondred  dollars  a  year  only,  are  appropriated  for  the  religious 
instruction  of  more  than  three  hundred  convicts.  There  is  only  one 
short  service  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  remainder  of  this  holy  day,  the 
men  are  locked  ap  in  their  cells  and  left  to  their  wicked  inclinations. 
There  is  bo  reading  of  the  scriptures  daily  to  the  men  ;  nor  is  such 
proriiion  made  by  the  State  for  the  chaplain,  as  to  enable  him  to  devote 
much  of  his  time,  during  the  week,  to  the  appropriate  duties  of  his 
profession. 

In  the  Connecticut  Penitentiary,  which  has  been  a  continual  and 
heavy  burden  to  the  State,  from  its  first  establishment,  a  liberal  pro- 
viaioii,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  convicts,  has  been  made  for  their 
rel^ioos  iostmction  ;  but  the  chaplain  has  not  resided  in  or  near  the 
Prnon,  and  for  various  causes  not  suitable  to  mention,  the  moral  and 
rehgioos  influence  exerted  over  the  prisoners  has  been  very  far  from 
what  it  should  have  been. 

In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  duties  of  the  chaplain 
have  devolved  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stanford,  a  venerable  man,  more 
than  seventy  years  of  age,  who  has  been  relied  upon  to  supply  the 
ibUowing  institntions,  containing  the  following  number  of  inmates: 
Stale  Prison,  more  than  six  hundred ;  Penitentiary,  more  than  three 
hondred  ;  Bridewell,  from  one  to  two  hundred  ;  Debtors'  Jail,  number 
variable ;  City  Hospital,  from  one  to  four  hundred ;  Alms  House,  from 
one  to  two  thousand.  Vast  as  is  the  praise  and  honor  of  this  worthy 
ttd  venerahle  man,  who  preaches  regularly,  at  least  ten  times  a  week, 
how  inadequate  is  the  provision  of  religious  instruction  for  all  these 
homane  and  criminal  institutions.  Clergymen  from  the  city  soqaetimes 
preach  at  the  State  Prison. 

In  the  New  Jersey  Penitentiary,  there  is  no  provision  whatever  by 
the  State,  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts,  and 
not  nnfirequently  month  after  month  has  passed,  without  a  religious 
service  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  Pennsylvania,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for  the  religious 
ininKtion  of  the  wretched  inmates  of  their  almost  incomparably 
vrtelched  County  Prison.  The  Prison  here  spoken  of,  is  the  old 
Coonty  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  by  the  State  as  a  State  Prison, 
fat  which  the  new  one  now  buUding,  but  not  yet  finished  or  occupied, 
is  intended  as  a  substitute.  In  this  old  Prison,  almost  ft>ur  hundred 
men  were  found  occupying  sixteen  rooms,  which  in  the  night  were  an 
emblem  of  the  pit,  and  on  the  Sabbath  the  men  came  forth  from  their 
rooms  into  the  yard,  and  were  there  seen  engaged  in  various  sports, 
irithoBt  regard  to  the  sanctity  of  the  day  or  the  presence  of  the  officers. 
All  the  religious  instruction  given  to  these  men  is  given  gratuitously, 
by  benevolent  individuala  or  societies. 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for 
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moral  and  leligious  inatnictioB.  The  fhends  ci  the  lielhodut  chorch 
hare  gratuitoiuly,  and  very  reguhtf  1  j  supplied  moat  of  the  inalructioB 
which  has  been  communicated. 

In  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for 
religious  instruction ;  the  scriptures  are  not  read  to  the  men  daily ; 
nor  has  there  been  a  religious  service  on  the  Sabbath^  scKnetimes,  for 
three  months  together.  The  chapel  has  been  converted  into  solitary 
cells. 

It  is  believed  that  the  exhibition  of  the  conditicm  of  the  Pen- 
itentiaries,  in  regard  to  moral  and  religious  instruction,  furnishes  the 
second,  if  not  the  first  great  cause  of  the  partial  failure  of  the  Pen- 
itentiary system. 

But  the  meet  overwhelming  view  of  this  subject  is  still  to  be 
presented.  It  appears  from  a  careful  examination  of  authentic  doc* 
uments,  that  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  who  have  been  con- 
demned to  the  Penitentiaries,  in  the  last  twenty  years,  is  about  twenty 
thousand,  and  from  the  best  estimate  which  we  are  able  lo  make, 
about  six  thousand  of  them  are  now  abroad  in  society.  If  the 
increase  of  crime  shall  be  equal  for  twenty  years  to  come,  to  the 
increase  of  population^  the  number  of  convicts  condemned  to  the 
Penitentiaries,  in  the  twenty  succeeding  years,  will  be  about  forty 
thousand,  of  whom,  at  the  close  of  that  time,  about  ten  thousand 
will  be  in  society.  What  will  be  the  state  of  society,  when  ten  thou- 
sand men,  trained  in  these  seminaries,  shall  be  let  loose  upon  it. 

In  view  of  these  fiicts,  we  should  be  overwhelmed  with  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  evils  in  the  present  system,  and  should  be  driven  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  whipping  post,  and  the  gallows,  must  again  be 
resorted  to,  were  we  not  furnished  with  another  view  of  the  subject, 
as  delightful,  as  the  above  is  distressing :  by  which  it  appears,  with  the 
demonstration  of  experience,  that  there  is  a  remedy  for  the  enormous 
evils  of  the  present  system. 

4.   REM EBT  f  OR  THE  EVILS  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY  SYSTEM. 

The  facts  showing  what  this  remedy  is,  are  derived  from  the 
Female  Department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  the  Penitentiary  in 
New  Hampshire,  and  that  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York : 
but  principally  from  the  latter. 

In  the  Female  Department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  a  work 
has  been  done  withm  three  years,  which  if  it  had  been  dope  in 
Europe,  would  probably  have  caused  the  name  of  the  person,  who  has 
done  it,  to  resound  through  the  world.  Mrs.  Rachel  Peruo,  entered 
this  Prison  in  February,  1822,  and  took  charge  of  about  sixty  female 
convicts.  There  had  been  previously  some  vile  abuses  practised  among 
them,  and  as  the  directors  state,  this  department  was  wretchedly 
managed.  The  Records  show,  that  the  average  annual  expense  before 
the  matron  came  mto  office,  was  |^10d9  51,  and  that  the  annual 
average  income  since,  has  been  ^492  51,  making  a  difference  to  the 
institution  from  her  services,  of  $1581  66,  annually. 

There  has  been,  not  only  a  saving  of  expense,  but  a  saving  of  health. 
An  examination  was  made  of  the  Records  of  the  Hospitol,  for  four 
periods,  of  twenty  seven  weeks  each ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the 
matron  has  prevented,  in  three  years,  more  than  seventeen  years'  sick- 
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of  days  spent  in  the  hcMpital  kj  the  sick,  hw 
rhat  is  e«|iial  to  tlie  sickness  of  one  person,  more 
thsn  serenleen  years. 

Tkc  convictB  have  not  only  been  saved  firom  siekness,  and  made 
prafiiaUe  to  the  State ;  but  they  have  been  taught  those  useful  arts,  by 
which  they  can  earn  a  subsistence  when  they  leave  the  Prison.  The 
dinaoo  of  labor  is  complete ;  some  are  engaj^ed  in  knitting,  some  in 
sewing  and  spinning ;  and  all  arranged,  in  an  apartment,  under  an 
iffliwtawt,  presenting  a  specimen  of  as  amch  snbordinalion,  neatness, 
and  eheerfbl  and  quiet  industry,  as  can  be  found  in  any  place  of  labor. 

They  have  also  been  taught  to  read  On  the  Sabbatb,  in  a  Sab^ 
faaih  school,  by  tlie  matron  and  her  daughter,  two  hours  in  the.  mon^ 
ing,  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  in  summer ;  and  one  in  the  morning, 
iBid  one  in  the  afternoon,  in  winter,  have  been  devoted  to  their  instmo- 
lioD.  Fifteen,  who  eould  not  read,  have  been  taught  to  read  the  scrip- 
tures, and  all,  except  two  aged  persons,  to  read  in  the  spelling  book. 
In  some  insiances,  the  desire  to  learn  has  been  so  great,  that  the  c<»i- 
victB  would  give  a  part  of  their  daily  bread,  to  their  companions  for 
teaching  them. 

They  have  also  been  encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  religious  du- 
ties. On  tite  Sabbath,  except  when  engaged  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
or  in  the  public  exercises  of  religious  worship,  they  assemble  together, 
of  their  own  accord,  to  spend  the  time,  in  reading  the  scriptures,  and 
in  prayer  among  themselves ;  they  regularly  implore  a  blessing,  at  the 
table,  and  in  every  room,  except  one,  attend  prayers  morning  and 


This  system  of  industry,  and  instruction,  and  religious  duty,  has  had 
the  efiect  to  render  the  number  of  recommitments  unusually  small.  In 
three  years  preceding  January,  1835,  forty  seven  had  left  the  depar^> 
BKBt  of  the  Penitentiary ;  of  whom  oriy  seven  had  returned.  In  New 
Vork  city,  in  November,  1824,  the  tread  wh§el,  which  has  been  re- 
iSirded  in  Europe,  as  more  effectual  than  any  other  mode  of  punish* 
ment  in  preventing  recommitments,  had  employed  on  it,  out  of  sixty 
fiix  women,  twenty  for  a  second  time ;  six  a  third ;  two  a  fourth ;  and 
one  a  fifth. 

All  these  surprising  and  delightful  results,  in  favour  of  the  Female 
Depaitment  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  have  been  produced  with* 
oot  any  peculiar  adwitages  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  by  the 
goodness,  vigilance,  and  skill  of  the  Matron. 

7%  inferenu  is,  thai  nothing  is  more  important  in  such  an  insiOu- 
Aww,  than  the  ehawter  of  the  person  engaged  as  the  immediate  sitper^ 


Snnilar  resnhs  to  the  above,  and  for  similar  reasons,  have  been  gain- 
ed m  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary.  Moses  C.  Pilsbitrt,  Esq. 
took  charge  of  this  institution,  in  May,  1818.  The  loss  to  the  State, 
«a  the  business  of  the  institution,  in  one  year  preceding  the  time  when 
iir.  Prunscnr  took  charge  of  it,  was  $4^S^  61.  Since  that  time,  the 
toul  (;ain«  ftom  the  labor  of  sixty  four  convicts,  after  defraying  every 
CTpease,  has  been  1^6905  44.  During  the  same  time,  the  Connecti- 
etl  Prison,  with  about  one  hundred  convicts,  has  drawn  ftom  the 
treaiuryof  the  State,  more  than  sixty  four  thousand  dollars. 

This  svprifliDg  difference,  in  favor  of  the  New  Hampshire  Prison, 
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18  to  be  explained  principally  by  the  character  of  thcs  warden.  He  ii 
always  at  his  post.  He  is  a  man  of  unceasing  vi^kice.  He  does 
the  duties  of  contractor,  keeper,  and  clerk.  He  is  prompt  and  effi* 
cient  in  correction  ;  but  in  his  general  character,  humane ;  and  id 
sickness,  particularly  kind.  He  spares  no  pains  in  instruction  ;  either 
reading  himself,  or  causing  the  scriptures  to  be  read  to  the  men,  twice 
every  day,  and  devoting  much  of  his  time  with  the  convicts  on  the 
Sabbath,  to  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  sanctuary.  In  consequeiice 
of  this  system  of  vigilance  and  instruction,  the  pecuniary  interests  of 
the  institution,  are  in  the  highest  degree  prosperous ;  the  industry  and 
obedience  of  the  convicts  cheerful ;  and  their  moral  character  is  not 
greatly  debased,  if  their  hearts  are  not  changed.  This  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  recommitments  is  very  small :  only  three 
out  of  sixty  six,  or  eleven  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  seven,  having 
been  returned  for  a  second  offence,  and  none  for  a  third.  It  will  be 
recollected,  that  in  several  of  the  Penitentiaries,  the  recommitments 
are  one  fourth,  one  third,  and  in  some  one  half  the  whole  number  of 
convicts.  This  admirable  state  of  things  in  New  Hampshire,  which 
gains  so  much  by  comparison  with  many  similar  institutions,  has  been 
the  result  not  of  any  peculiar  advantages,  in  the  construction  of  the 
Prison ;  but  of  the  unremitted  and  faithful  superintendency  of  a  man 
peculiarly  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  station. 

These  examples  from  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary  and  the  Fe- 
male Department  of  the  Baltimore,  we  regard  as  full  of  encouragement; 
showing  what  can  be  done  among  convicts,  without  any  peculiar  ad* 
vantages  of  construction,  by  wisdom  and  goodness  m  management. 

At  Auburn,  we  have  a  more  beautiful  example  still,  of  what  may  be 
done  by  proper  discipline,  in  a  Prison  well  con9tructed.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible to  describe  the  pleasure  which  we  feel  in  contemplating  this  no- 
ble institution,  afier  wading  through  the  fraud,  and  material  and  moral 
filth  of  many  Prisons.  We  regard  it  as  a  model  worthy  of  the  world's 
imitation.  We  do  not  mean  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  institution 
which  admits  of  improvement ;  for  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  un- 
justifiable severity  in  punishment ;  but  on  the  whole,  the  institution  is 
immensely  elevated  above  the  old  Penitentiaries. 

The  whole  establishment  from  the  gate  to  the  sewer,  is  a  specimen 
of  neatness.  The  unremitted  industry,  the  entire  subordination  and 
,  subdued  feeling  of  the  convicts,  has  probably  no  parallel  among  an 
equal  number  of  criminals.  In  their  solitary  cells,  they  spend  the 
night,  with  no  other  book  but  the  Bible  ;  and  at  sunrise,  they  proceed 
in  military  order,  under  the  eye  of  the  turnkeys,  in  solid  columns,  with 
the  lock  march,  to  their  workshops ;  thence  in  the  same  order,  at  the 
hour  of  breakfast,  to  the  common  hall,  where  they  partake  of  their 
wholesome  and  frugal  meal  in  silence.  Not  even  a  whisper  is  heard ; 
though  the  silence  is  such  that  a  whisper  might  be  heard  through  the 
whole  apartment.  The  convicts  are  seated  in  single  file,  at  nanow 
tables,  with  their  backs  towards  the  centre,  so  that  there  can  be  no 
interchange  of  signs.  If  one  has  more  food  than  he  wants,  he  raises 
his  left  hand  ;  and  if  another  has  less,  he  raises  his  right  hand ;  and 
the  waiter  changes  it.  When  they  have  done  eating,  at  the  ringing 
of  a  little  bell,  of  the  softest  sound,  they  rise  from  the  table,  form  the 
solid  columns,  and  return  under  the  eye  of  their  turnkeys  to  the  work- 
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£wp».  From  one  end  of  the  shops  to  tih^  other,  it  is  the  testimony  of 
manj  witnesses,  that  they  have  passed  more  than  three  hundred  con- 
Tid5,  vithoat  seeing  one  Jeave  his  work,  or  turn  his  bead  to  gaze  at 
Ukil  There  is  the  most  perfect  attention  to  business  from  morning 
tiV  DJfht,  mtenrapted  only  by  the  time  necessary  to  dine ;  and  never 
bj  the  &ct  that  the  whole  body  of  prisoners  have  done  their  tasks,  and 
tiie  time  is  now  their  own,  and  they  can  do  what  they  please.  At  the 
close  of  the  day,  a  little  before  sunset,  the  work  is  all  laid  aside  at 
aiM»^  and  Che  convicts  return  in  military  order  to  the  solitary  cells  ; 
vherr  thej  partake  of  the  fmgal  meal,  which  they  were  permitted  to 
take  fitm  the  kitchen,  where  it  was  fiirnished  for  them,  as  they  re- 
turned from  the  sIk^s.  After  supper,  they  can,  if  they  choose,  read 
tbe  scriptures  undisturbed,  and  then  reflect  in  silence  on  the  errors  of 
their  lires.  They  must  not  disturb  their  fellow  prisoners,  by  even  a 
vhl^per.  The  feelings  which  the  convicts  exhibit  to  their  religious 
teacher,  is  he  passes  from  one  cell  to  another,  are  generally  subdued 
MiBfs.  Sometimes,  however,  a  man  is  found  who  hardens  his  heart 
aod  exhibits  his  obduracy  even  here  ;  but  the  cases  are  comparatively 
few.  The  want  of  decorum,  of  which  the  commissioners  of  the  State 
of  New  York  complain,  in  their  visit  to  the  city  Prison,  where  they 
vere  met  by  the  bold  staring  of  the  prisoners,  after  they  left  their 
vork,  to  gaze  at  them,  and  by  looks,  whether  in  smiles  or  in  frowns, 
which  indicated  an  unsubdued  and  audacious  spirit,  in  the  culprits; 
this  is  oerer  seen  at  Auburn.  The  men  attend  to  their  business  from 
the  rising  to  the  setting  sun,  and  spend  the  night  in  solitude. 

Coder  these  circumstances  they  are  provided  with  the  word  of  God, 
hr  a  law  of  the  State,  which  requires  that  every  cell  shall  be  supplied 
^  a  Bible  or  a  Testament.  They  also  receive  the  undivided  atten* 
tioQoft  most  wise  and  faithful  religious  teacher,  who  spends  all  his 
tnse  in  the  Prison  ;  visiting  the  sick  ;  teaching  those  who  cannot  read ; 
prnchiDg  in  the  chapel,  on  the  Sabbath,  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
^ist;  and  afterwards  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  administer  the  re- 
pfw6  and  consolations  of  religion  to  individuals.  The  influence  of 
the  chaplain,  according  to  the  testimony  of  all  the  officers,  is  most 
nkttarj  and  powerful ;  and  the  various  expressions  of  confidence  and 
^tioa,  exhibited  towards  him  by  the  convicts,  is  most  cheering  to 
bii&selt 

What  then  ought  this  institution  to  be,  that  it  is  not;  and  how  wide- 
ly difleient  from  that  in  Connecticut,  which  the  commissioners,  in 
i^r  last  Report,  say,  "is  all  that  it  ought  not  to  be,  and  nothing  that 
«  «ght  to  be." 

What  could  with  propriety  be  done  for  criminals  which  is  not  done 
^  AnhnnL  They  are  from  necessity  temperate  aild  frugal  in  their 
^^ :  they  are  busily  employed  in  some  useful  business,  from  morning 
^^w?ht;  they  are  kept  in  perfect  subordination,  and  provided  richly 
*^  the  means  of  knowledge  and  of  grace,  which  may  make  them  wise 
to  sahttion. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  at  Auburn,  there  is  an  exclusion 
^  ^1  the  positive  evils  of  the  old  system,  which  arise  from  crowded 
^^^^  rooms,  evil  communication,  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of  pick- 
Packets,  thieves,  incendiaries,  and  counterfeiters;  and  above  all,  from 
^^  exisieace  of  a  crime,  which  is  not  fit  to  be  named  among  Christians. 
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AST.  1.  This  BoAtf  shall  be  called  the  P&ibon  Pibcipliitk  fioctvnr. 

AmT.  2.  It  shall  be  tbe  objfet  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
Pubic  Piisoos. 

Akt.  8.  It  shall  be  die  duly  of  this  Society  to  take  meaAires  ibr  effectinf  the 
femalioii  of  one  or  more  PriscK^  Discipline  Societies,  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  oe-opcrate  with  all  sach  Societies  in  accomplidiing  the  object  specified  in  the 
second  Artxle  of  this  Constitution. 

AmT.  4.  Any  Society  having  the  same  object  in  vieWy  which  shall  become  AuzUi- 
ary  to  this,  and  shall  contiibufe  to  its  fmids,  sball  thereby  secm«  for  the  Prisons  in 
die  Stale,  where  sudk  Societjr  !•  located,  q»eaal  attantioB  from  this  Society. 

Akt.  6.  Each  subscribDr  of  two  doUan,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

AnT.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for  Iiife* 

AnT.  7.  Each  subscriber  often  dollars,  annuaBy,  shall  be  a  Director. 

AsT.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  bundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  bv  one  additional 
payment  increase  his  original  subfcription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director 

A&T.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Socaety  shall  be  a  President,  as  mamy  Vice  Presidents 
zs  ifaall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  annually, 
and  a  Board  of  lifanagers,  whose  daty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  tho  business  of  the 
Society.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom  nine 
rinll  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  sh^  constitute  a  quorum.  One  fourth 
put  of  Ibe  whole  number,  in  Ibe  order  of  appointment,  shall  go  out  of  office,  at  the 
cxpiratioii  of  each  year,  but  shall  bo  re^Ugible. 

Every  Biimster  of  tbe  Gospel,  wl>o  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  catitfed 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  ttie  Board  of  Managers. 

Tkkt  Managers  shall  call  special  neednp  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies  as 
may  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

AxT.  10.  The  President,  Vice  Presideots,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  shall  be,  ex 
officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

Abt.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote,  at  all  meetings  of  tho  Board 
of  Managers. 

AxT.  12.  The  annual  meetinss  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
Fridnr  siiceeediqg  the  ijeneral  Election,  when  besides  choosing  the  officero  as 
ipedfied  in  di^  ninth  Article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and 
die  proceedimEs  of  the  foregoiag  year  reported. 

Akt.  13.  l%e  Managers^shaU  meet,  onoe  in  two  months,  or  oftener  tf  necessary, 
it  «arii  place,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

Amt.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President,  or 
ia  les  abeence  the  Vice  President  first  onihe  Ust  then  present,  and  in  tbe  absence  of 
fte  President  and  of  all  the  Vice  Preiideqts,  such  member  as  shall  be  appointed  for 
thst  purpose,  shall  preside. 

AxT.  15.  Hie  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or  ia  the 
liaeDce  of  the  Secretary,  aay  three  ti  (he  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 
the  Board. 

Akt.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  b^  the  Chairman. 

Axt.  17.  The  Managers  shaB  naive  H^e  |>ower  of  appointmg  such  persons  as  have 
ivndered  easential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Directors  for 
Vk. 

Amt.  is.  No  alteration  shall  be  9mde  ii)  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Society^ 
at  10  aoonal  meeting*  on  the  recommeoidatioB  of  the  Board  of  Managori. 
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Ashley  Sampeoo, 
A  Fnend,f  1  A  Friend  K  A  Friend^ 

WashmgUm,  D.  C. 
John  Goyle,  Jun. 

Ambmn,  N,  Y, 
Horace  Hills, 

A  FViend, 
James  Richards, 
Wflliam  Williams, 
J.  W.  Deolittle, 
A  Friend, 
A«  Seymour, 
A.  B.  Johnson, 
A  FViend, 
Jno.  Bracusfa, 
IraMerrilL 
Thomas  Hastiogs, 
Abijah  Thomas, 
Bildad  Merrill, 
Charles  Monis,' 
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SXTEACT  FROM  GOT.  LINCOLN'S  MESSAGE,  JAN.  1826. 

Tbe  inlerestiiig  iiib|eet  of  State  Piiion  concerns,  demands  your  earnest  attenttoa. 
The  aomal  repovl  of  the  Directors  shows,  the  economical  and  succeflsful  manage' 
Beat  of  the  pecamuy  and  buaiiiess  affidrs  of  the  institution.    The  receipts  from  Qie 
hbor  of  the  conricts  nave  yielded  the  unlooked  for  result  of  ten  thauiond  andfifly' 
m€  dollars,  oRid  tfttrfy-fioo  tenh,  beyond  all  the  expenses  which  are  a  charge  upon 
iie  fstihiAment  for  me  year  entfinc  on  the  SOtfa  of  September  last    To  this  may 
bt  added  the  sum  of  ikree  thouaand  seven  hundred  a$i4  fortU'seten  doUar$  and 
c%ftly-sfws  cents,  the  balance  from  the  accounts  of  the  precemng  year  for  the  eam- 
M  efdie  eonvicts  over  and  aboye  the  expenses  of  that  year,  making  an  aggregate 
umkUen  ihawuand  seven  hundred  andnmety-nine  doUars  and  nineteen  cents,  of 
<ic£t,1if  the  Prison  to  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  commencement  of  Uie  last  quar- 
(er.    Bat  there  is  a  melancholy  reverse  to  the  picture.    There  is  much  reason  to 
bciefe,tfaais  as  a  Penitentiary,  the  system  is  utterly  ineffectual  to  purposes  of  reform 
or  amendment.     Indeed,  in  nothing  else  than  as  a  place  of  personal  labor  and  re- 
itnot,  is  It  a  place  of  terror  or  punishment.   The  report  of  tne  Directors  distinctly 
poials  to  the  constmction  of  the  Prison,  and  the  want  of  apartments  for  the  separate 
It  of  the  convicts,  as  a  continued  source  of  innnite  moral  evil.    So  few 
kber  0^  ceUs,  that  in  many  of  them  from  four  to  sixteen  convicts  are  lock- 
by  Big^L    In,  em|»haticaUy,  these  committee  rooms  of  mischief,  the 
. jnea  of  profligacy  are  devised,  and  the  grossest  acts  of  depravity  are  per- 
petrated.    Confederacies  and  comlMnations  are  here  formed,  by  the  practised  vete- 
nn  wxdb  ^e  noviciate  in  crime,  and  to  complete  the  infamy  of  the  association,  a 
«  is  here  committed  betweeb  wretdies,  who  are  alike  destitote  of 
It,  and  without  the  reach  of  physical  restraint    Nature  and  humanity 
alood  for  redemption  from  this  dreadful  degradation.    Better,  even,  that  the 
written  in  blood,  than  that  they  should  Be  executed  in  sin ! 
Snbaequent  to  the  autumnal  visitation  and  inspection  of  the  Prison  by  the  Execu- 
tive, mn^  poMic  feeling  vras  excited  by  rumours  of  unusual  defects  in  the  character 
flf  iia  inlerior  discipline,  and  in  the  conduct  of  its  inmates,  and  some  of  the  subor- 
4tam3bt  oficers.    An  official  inquiry  on  the  subject  was  immediately  addressed  to  the 
IKvnctafB.     Tlieir  ftiQ,  frank  and  explicit  answer  wU!  show  the  result  of  a  strict 
tavSuw  into  the  suggestions  which  were  made,  and  will  further  enforce  the  neces- 
9tf  of  the  only  effectual  remedy  for  the  abuses  which  were  found  to  exist,  by  a  se- 
of  tlie  convicts  except  while  at  labor,  and  by  prohibiting  and  preventing 
all  times,  from  private  communications  with  each  other,  the  Under-keepers, 
rs,  or  stnmgers.    This  latter  regulation  is  indeed  within  the  present  authori- 
tj  of  the  goremment  of  the  Prison,  but  it  would  be  utterly  idle  to  attempt  to  enforce 
a*  Id  any  salutary  end,  while  the  opportunities  for  intercourse  exist,  which  the  state 
tf  the  cells  wifl  now  fiieely  allow. 

la  view  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  of  your  own  minds,  upon  the  papers  which 
aiilbe  sobmitted  to  you«  that  somethincis  imperiously  required  to  be  done,  I  recom- 
nead,  dMt  immediate  provision  be  made  for  the  erection,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  Uie 
Pkaen  yard,  of  a  bnikUng,  with  sufficient  cells  for  the  separate  confinement  of  the 
pfcseat  and  any  foture  probable  number  of  convicts. — ^As  the  best  model  of  a  struc- 
ture of  tins  description,  secmine  the  most  entire  solitude  of  person,'  with  an  effectual 
VTaaceawiit  for  detecting  the  lightest  attempt  at  correspondence,  by  conversation  ; 
iWrason  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  particularly  to  be  preferred.  A 
f<Nfi;h,  but  sufficiently  accurate  plan  of  this  edifice,  with  such  explanations  as  will 
^'^    its  eonstmction  perfectly  intelligible,  furnished  by  a  philanthropic  gentleman.. 
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wtio  lia«  Uken  flir«*p  inieretl  io  (be  ralject,  will  be  iooid  wifb  tlie  papers  wbkh  i 
inMmiiUA,  Th«  whole  expeiwe  of  the  proposed  baiUliig,  constructed,  as  it  shoi 
he,  ofunhtmroered  stone,  may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  thirty-fire  tboasand  di 
lars.  To  meet  this,  the  present  balance  doe  from  the  Prison  to  the  Commonweali 
of  almost  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  may  be  made  applicable,  to  which  may  be  add 
the  sp^Hfie  labor  of  a  portion  of  the  convicts  upon  the  building,  the  next  season* 
Hieir  earnings*  if  otherwise  employed,  which,  with  less  of  success  than  the  last  ye 
may  yel  lie  relied  upon,  for  maiking  up  the  sum  to  twenty  thousand  doUarM  : — a 
for  tiie  residue,  a  gnot  must  be  hSi  vrom  the  Treasury,  which  the  future  earning 
(he  I'rison  may  ))e  held  pledged  to  replace.  Thi?  gnnt,  however,  will  be  cxpcdiei 
in  (lie  first  instance,  from  the  consideration  that  the  Prison  balance  results  altogel 
rr,  or  In  a  great  part,  from  stock  on  hand,  which  may  not  be  converted  into  mon 
in  ffuiAcient  time  for  the  disbursements,  which  will  be  required  by  economy  in  i 
work. 

No  apology  can  1)e  necessary  for  Ui^  particularity  with  which  I  have  called  yo 
atiorition  to  a  suHcct,  which  is  of  such  high  concern  to  religion  and  morals,  to  tl 
eharacter  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  duties  of  its  law-given. 


REPORT   or  TIIE   COMMITTEE   O^  THE     MASSACHUSETTS     LEGISLATUR: 

FEBRUARY,    1826. 

The  Comtnlttec,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Statement  of  the  Wsrden  of  the  Sta 
Prison,  made  In  ptwniance  of  an  order  of  the  House  of  Representstives,  passed  Jui 
18, 1K2S,  having  attended  the  duties  assigned  them,  ask  leave  respectfully  to  Repor 

That  they  htve  carefullv  examined  the  Statement  made  by  the  Warden,  of  the  el 
pendtfures  of  the  Institudon,  for  pay  and  salaries  of  officers,  per  centage,  &c.  ai 
the  whole  amount  for  .the  ten  years  fastpast,  is  091,715  75,  together  with  #14,8( 
47 ;  a  per  centnge  paid  to  one  of  the  omcers  in  the  stone  department. 

In  (ne  severaT expenditures  of  the  Prison,  your  Committee  see  Utile  that  is  incoi 
slstent  with  the  most  rigid  economy,  except  in  the  apiount  received  by  one  of  tl 
oHlci^ni,  Overseer  in  the  stone  department.    This  officer  receives  a  salary  from  tl 

S^vonunent  of  #S54  per  annum.  In  addition  to  which,  he  received,  the  last  yea 
f  Mun  of  08002  86,  as  commission  upon  the  sale  of  wrought  stone,  besides  an  sti 
dltlonul  Income  derived  iVom  contracts  made  on  his  own  account,  out  of  the  Prisoi 
—Your  Committee  have  received  the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  Ihat  die  skill,  U 
d\tstry,  and  activity  of  the  Overseer  referred  to,  has  greatty  contributed  to  the  ii 
come  o(  the  IMson  during  the  past  year,  and  that  his  knowledge  of  the  bu^ines 
makes  it  desirable  to  retain  him  m  that  department.  Yet  they  cannot  believe  it  n^ 
ce»sar>*  or  expedient,  to  allow  to  an  under  officer  of  Ae  State  Prison,  a  yeariy  ii 
come  greater  than  any  other  officer  in  the  CommonwealUi.  They  are  of  opmifl 
that  the  salary  of  thi«  officer,  should  not  only  be  dimini<$hed,  but  fixed  to  a  sum  c^i 
tain.  WliUe  the  salary  of  thi^  officer  is  made  certain  and  limited,  vour  Committe 
think  it  advisable,  that  hh  duties  should  be  so  regulated  and  de&ed,  that  in  th 
dis^'harge  of  theiu,  he  should  not  interfere  with  those  which  are  appropriately  del< 
sated  to  the  Warden.  Itha<  appeared  to  your  Conmiittee,  that  the  officer  referre 
to»  ha«  considered  it  within  the  sco(tc  of  his  authority  to  make  eoniraets  for  mant 
lket\ire\l  stone  This  duty  it  is  believed,  is  delegated  to  the  Warden.  And  there  I 
Manifestly  a  propriety  in  eoufiniog  the  power  to  contract,  to  the  Warden ;  inasmurl 
as  he  b  the  cidy  officer  in  the  Pr^on,  of  whom  the  government  has  required  bondi 
ft»  the  faithtiil  admimstTatkm  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  fitun  whom  it  exsct* 
strict  acciHmt  ol*  «U  the  pecuniaiT  concerns  of  the  Institution.  It  would  <een 
therefore^  to  be  ui^ust  to  permit  oi^  officer,  to  exercise  an  audKwity,  which  mizf 
mvuhre  the  Prv*o«  in  a  he«vy  and  unnecessary  expeck«e,  and  hold  "another  office 
reej^^flMble  tfor  ttvit  very  actC  wluch  he  eouid  nettbrr  control  nor  prohiljtt. 

\iMiir  CowMMttee  are'of  optiuotu  that  tih*  Laws  which  abcadr  exist,  (^if  properl 
WHle«slOo4>)  wmM  siKfictettthr  explain  the  rclativv  duties  ef  cii^  ef  the  officers  i 

Ihr  the  law  of  Ju»e  ».  ISII,  thi^  Hirectors  are  ifewcftj  to  sAe,  onbin  an 
e^tAb&«K  ruhp?*.  ;jtc.  for  the  purvhi^e  oi 'macenoK  ice.  an^f  tor  the  saleof  articiesmafl 
u^oturiNl  a*  !he  !Msiml.  Py  ih<^  stitute  ol'iune  Mw  I<I3;  it »  ^vht  ibe  doty  of  th 
W^nJMi^  xktth  the  «>»»*«(  of  the  l>ir?ctors.  to  maik^  tA  coaffMt*  fee  the  suprtV  t 
aruclr«  vf  tP«MJi  or  woau^fecoirv.  Ats»i  there  t^  ni>  s«ani«v  whtch  if <t*iofi!«es  the  rtn>< 
Wr*  to  eflsp«^w«r  4iay  ptfcsoci  to  jcxVc  coacr«ce»  sa  reui*iott  »»  tk«f  Ptifon.  It  t«  d* 
^  mhm*^  JHty  to  :tixi«>  cootnftCC!^  "f  docw  coacnict«  be  iTereNt^c^l  by  the  Dirvr*^"^ 
If  war  C«Biut:tw  tfir  ciWTvct  in  ch^  vcttchcwas^  k  w«qU  MowI  that  the  o6c« 
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ikWUte  beftd  of  iIm  sUma  depanment,  hM  not  rathoiitjr,  tnd  cfliBo«  derive 
fc«ate Directors  waj  mtiboikf  to  make  cootracl^  of  kt  any  way  to  t&terfere  with 
^fiitaf  tkke  Warden'*  datr. 

h  ife  emniiMtioQ  to  whicb  your  Committee  hart  attended,  it  has  appeared  to 
titeia,  thai  the  salaiy  which  several  of  the  under  officers  now  receiye,  is  inadequate 
ts  ifa^s^ipert,  and  is  not  a  suffiteieBt  eotnpensatiOB  for  their  arduous  duties. 

r«ar  Coaunittee  would  therefore  reoemmend,  that  the  sidary  of  the  principal  Keep- 
er be  raided  one  hundred  doUars,  and  die  salary  of  the  Tumkejrat  and  Overseers, 
i^  doHarv  each,  in  addition  to  their  present  pay.  It  wiU  be  perceived,  tibat  by  re- 
iiaag  the  pgej<c«t  receipts  of  tiie  Overseer  of  the  stone  department,  to  something 
fte  a  roMonnhle  compensation,  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  can  be  obtained 
hm  this  redoctiop  of  hi^  saiaiy  to  meet  the  increase  of  salaries  thus  proposed. 

It  appeared  that  from  fix  to  sixteen  of  the  convicts  were  lodged  in  one  room,  that 
Ihey  are  permitted  occasionaUy  the  use  of  murical  instruments,  witii  lif^^ts  in  their 
flMnsL  That  their  rooms  or  cells  art  so  constructed,  that  the  Keepers  cannot  in- 
ipect  them  at  ni|rht,  without  giving  to  the  prisoners  such  notice  of  theh-  approach, 
kat  tliey  have  ample  opportunity*  to  conceal  from  them  their  employment,  of  what- 
ever nanire  it  m^  then  oe.  That  cards  have  been  conveyed  to  the  prisoners— and 
I  aoBber  of  packs,  have,  at  different  tiroes,  been  found  concealed  in  their  cells. 
That  affdent  apirtta  have  been  conveyed  over  the  walls  to  the  prisoners,  and  though 
k  13  o^.endmes  discovered  and  seized  by  the  officers,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  some 
leaches  the  convicts.  That  the  prisoners  have,  almost  all  of  them,  more  or  less 
nooey  ia  the  hand^  oTfhe  commissary,  earned  by  their  overstent ;  which  money  is 
mli^ert  to  ^eir  direction ;  and  is  frequently  expended  by  them  in  obtaining  soHcit- 
ttrs  to  proems  pardons,  &c.  &c. 

Here  tiiey  catch  and  communicate  the  elements  of  every  crime ;  to  be  matured 
It  «he  expiration  of  their  sentence,  by  practical  operations  i^on  the  theories,  with 
which  they  have  become  familiar  during  their  confinement. 

The  Bum  whuae  principles  have  been  formed  upon  the  benign  precepts  of  our  le- 
ipan,  ^**»fc*  baek  from  an  habitual  intercourse  with  vice  and  shameless  effitmtery, 
Iki  when  dw  pride  of  character  has  been  broken  down,  and  the  hope  of  regaining 
dM:  ranfidfitrf  of  society  is  lost,  tfie  wretched  being  finds  no  socie^  so  consoling, 
IB  Aat  vHdcfa  contemns  all  restraint,  and  is  deepW  ingrained  with  the  lessons  of  de- 
pavity.  He  would  seek  such  society  as  a  comfort ;  therefore  to  be  condemned  to 
ft  i»  no  pamshment. 

If  the  convict  who  is  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison,  have  any  spark  of  virtue  lef^ 
ahcn  Wa  enters  Its  waUs,  he  will  soon  learn  to  forget  the  distinction  between  virtue 
lad  vice,  and  assimilate  himself  to  his  companions. 

H  he  ha  the  hardened  proilleate,  he  goes  to  his  own  place.  What  purposes  then 
■fa  PenilenCfaiy,  are  nswered  by  this  institution  ? 

Year  Conumttee,  wbBe  they  are  satisfied  that  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  rad- 
raSy  defective,  do  not  believe  that  the  blame  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  officers  in- 
iTBsted  with  its  management — ^The  defect  arises  fit>m  the  system  pursued : — and  to 
pmilMLe  a  weSbnaaAoa,  it  must  be  renovated. 

To  this  end  your  Committee  recommend  diat  measures  be  taken,  to  reoiganize 
Ihe  diariplin^  off  tlie  State  Prison,  upon  principles  that  shall  better  comport  wiUi  the 
ead  prapoaed  in  Its  eatablishment. 

AB  whicb  is  rapectfidly  submitted  by  order  of  Committee.    

THOMAS  J.  GOODWIN,  Chairman. 

EXntACT  FROM  THB   BTATB  LAW. 
Cwmmmimtaith  of  .MasjaeAittetts.    in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  twenty  sir. 

Jla  Act  far  fbe  ovctiag  of  aaotber  hm\^ag  within  ih«  Umiu  of  the  Stete  Briion  io  Qioriealown  oad 

for  the  belter  ((ovennnent  thereof. 

Sec  1.  Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Btpresentatioes  in  Cfeneral 
Comri  mnemMed,  and  by  the  authority  of  ihe  tome.  That  there  shall  be  erected 
aaUn  Ihe  Knits  of  the  State  Prison  yard  hi  Chariestown,  m  the  County  of  Middle- 
■ex,  a  huHdliir  of  unhammered  stone  adapted  to  Ae  separate  confinement  of  three 
Jaaiditd  coonietB  upon  sudi  plan  as  shall  be  first  approved  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
^^  of  the  Warden  of  said  State  Prison  to  prepare  die  plan,  make  the  necessary 
caotracts,  and  personally  superintend  the  erection  and  completing  of  the  same. 

Sac.  2.  Be  Ufurther  enacted^  That  in  addition  to  the  money  now  in  the  hands 
«f  the  Waidcn  of  said  Prison  or  which  may  accrue  from  the  labor  of  the  eonvicts  be« 
die  aaoont  nmotaauy  for  defrayiu  the  current  expenses  of  said  Prison,  therr 
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fae  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  erecting  said  bufldinc  the  eum  of  five  thousand  dot- 
huA,  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Goyemor  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Council  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  requested  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  for  the  same,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  times  as  the  same  may  be 

required. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  officer,  contractor,  teamster,  boat- 
man, truckman  or  wagoner  employed  in  or  about  the  said  State  Prison,  or  any  other 
person,  shall  defiyer  or  cause  to  be  dettvered,  or  haye  in  his  or  her  possession  with 
intent  to  deliver  to  any  person  under  sentence  of  confinement  in  said  Prison,  or 
shall  deposit  or  conceal  m  any  of  the  yards  or  wharves  of  said  Prison,  or  in  any  cart, 
team,  sled,  boat  or  other  vemcle  goii^;  into  the  premises  of  said  Prison,  any  article 
of  any  kind  with  intent  and  design  that  any  convict  therein  should  obtain  me  same 
vdthottt  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  one  of  the  directors  or  the  Warden  of  said 
Prison,  every  person  so  oflfending,  shall  be  liable  to  indictment  before  any  Court, 
competent  to  try  fiie  same,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  confiDe- 
ment  to  hard  labor  in  said  Prison,  or  to  confinement  in  the  County  Goal,  for  a  tenn 
not  exceeding  two  years,  or  be  fined  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  at 
the  discretion  of  (he  Court  before  whom  such  conviction  shall  be  had. 

EXTRACT   FROM     GOVERNOR   WOLCOTT's   MESSAGE  TO   THE    LEGISLATURE   OF 

COITNECTICUT,  MAY  1826. 

^'Areomoization  of  New  Gate  Prison  will  doubtless  ocoopy  your  attention.  As  this 
subject  is  uready  under  the  consideration  of  a  Committee,  I  take  toe  liberty  to  refer,  for 
many  interesting  details,  to  an  intelligent  Report^  which  was  made  lo  the  last  General  As- 
sembly. By  stiTl  more  recent  communications,  it  is  rendered  apparent  that  there  are  but 
fisw  subjects  upon  which  your  deliberate  reflections  can  be  bestowed,  with  higher  advantages 
to  the  hiest  interests  of  the  people  than  to  a  proper  arrangement  and  system  of  discipline  in 
this  Prison. 

"  Experience  has  at  length  demonsuated,  that  with  no  other  expenses,  than  those  which 
most  attend  the  firM  establishments,  the  expenses  of  penal  justice  may  be  wholly  avoided, 
without  inflicting,  unlen  for  contumacy  within  the  Prison,  any  physical  or  mental  suflferincs, 
which  necessarily  abridse  life,  or  impair  the  exercise  of  rational  faculties.  These  benefits 
may  fiirther  be  rendered  compatible  with  means  of  moral  and  relirious  instruction,  and  with 
that  public  inmection,  which  aflR>rds  the  best  security  against  crueUy  and  oppression. 

**  It  cannot  be  asserted  that  (his  or  any  other  system  m  punishment,  will  change  the  heart 
of  convicts,  and  produce  sincere  repentance ; — ^bul  it  will  protect  society,  during  the  penodi 
to  which  they  are  doomed :  it  will  deprive  oflbnders  of  the  power  of  transmitting  new  vices 
to  their  felk>w  criminals,  and  will  at  least  aflbrd  them  an  opportunity  for  reflection,  by  incol- 
catinff  habits  of  order,  industry  and  temperance. 

''  n  is  eminently  a  system  of  moral  discipline,  adapted  to  republican  instimtioBS.  It  is 
compatible  with  humanity,  justice  and  economy,  and  resembles  in  no  degree,  the  bastiles 
and  duneeons  of  despotic  governments,  or  the  gloomy  cells  of  superstition,  where  men  are 
frequently  inunured  ibr  their  very  virtues/' 

EXTRACT    FROM   THE    REPORT   OF     THE     COBIMISSIONERS   OF   THE   CON- 
NECTICUT  LEGISLATURE,   MAY    1826. 

V  In  our  view  the  evidence  is  such  as  will  warrant  the  belief,  that  in  tome  of  our  Peniten- 
tiaries, if  not  tn  a//  in  which  the  convicts  arc  placed  in  large  numbers  together  in  the  celts, 
the  crime  of  Sodomy  has  been  peipetraied  in  numerous  instances  with  entire  shamelesness 
and  notoriety.  If  that  unnatural  crime  is  ever  perpetrated,  we  should  look  for  its  commission 
among  men  shut  up  from  all  the  enjoyments  of  society  ;  among  hoary  headed  convicts,  con- 
demned to  long  imprisonment,  and  wnose  passions  and  principles  have  been  com^Med  and 
degraded  to  the  lowest  point  of  debasement,  and  who  are  at  night  in  numbers  of  from  four  to 
thirtv-two  persons  locked  together  in  cells  which  are  not  subjected  to  oflicial  ins}iection. 

**  There  is  also  evidence  that  in  many  Penitentiaries,  the  businos  of  counterfeiting  coin  and 
bank  bills  is  well  understood,  and  in  some  instances  practised  by  the  prisoners.  We  have 
seen  the  coin  which  was  found  on  the  prisoners,  and  Bank  bills  have  also  been  found  in  every 
staire  of  alteration. 

"  The  making  of  false  keys  and  curious  implements  for  opening  houses  and  stores  is 
tliorou^hly  understood.  These  implements  and  keys  of  most  curious  and  beautiful  work- 
manship we  have  seen,  and  do  not  hesiute  to  say  that  bars,  and  bolts,  and  locks,  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  any  security  against  these  instruments  in  the  hands  of  a  well  mstructed 
convict. 

"  In  these  rooms  the  prisoners  are  taught  the  best  means  of  firing  buildings,  and  the  man- 
ner of  preparing  the  match  and  ascertaining  the  necessary  length  of  match  to  enable  the 
villain  to  escape  before  the  explosion. 

**  We  also  state  that  in  some  Prisons  a  regular  and  systematic  intercourse  is  carried  on 
with  persons  who  have  been  discharged.  Plans  for  plunder  and  escape  are  here  matured, 
and  as  we  are  informed  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  there  is  no  doubt 
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bsikiofabery  and  numler  oT  the  late  Mr.  Gouid,  of  Sloneliaiii,  was  concerted  in  the  shoe 
iopofibatPrisoD. 

"No  cfibns  are  spared  to  render  the  young  convict  unprincipled  and  proffieate ;  he  is 
tiB^tD  befieve  that  society  has  cast  him  ofl^  and  shut  him  out  from  all  the  enfoyments  of 
fife.iMl  diis  wrongfully — tbai  this  is  accomplished  by  the  wealthy  and  powerfoi,  who  have 
ahnyi  waged  war  agaiaat  the  rights  of  the  poor ;  and  he  is  made  to  feel  that  society,  having 
i^Bcd  him,  be  has  a  natmral  right  to  rpvenge  upon  it.  In  these  cells  these  topics  liave  been 
afianoUy  diaemeedy  aod  these  principles  so  full v  inculcated,  that  they  have,  when  accom- 
fmatd  by  use  actual  hardahifM  and  sunerings  of  his  condition,  produced  in  the  breast  of  the 
CMfict  the  laoet  deeply  raded  hostility. 

'^  It  b  nnucceaaary  lor  us  to  remark  that  on  men  cherishing  these  principles  and  feelinn, 
WMidtiMi<  mnat  liail  of  its  effect — every  new  infliction  is  considei'ed  as  a  new  injury  to  oe 
MRsAer  avenged,  la  all  these  inquiries,  the  committee  have  uniformly  found  an  entire 
ooincidenoe  of  opinion  among  all  persons  connected  with  the  prison  government.  They  have, 
■idem  exception,  urged  the  necessity  d  separate  night  rooms,  and  deprecated  the  saoching 
ssd  awfol  eonsequence  of  placing  prisoners  together;  they  have  urged  it  as  a  measure  w 
ecpspMiy  as  well  as  a  meems  of  reformation,  and  have  treated  as  chimerical,  every  idea  of 
nkmuitaaa  m  the  conrict,  while  this  reprehensible  practice  is  pursued. 

**  Coaaecled  with  this  consideration  is  another  fact  of  deep  interest.  From  the  best  estimates 
«c  caa  make,  but  whi^  we  do  not  claim  to  be  accurate,  we  soppow  that  there  are  at  large 
man  than  64XX>  persons  who  have  been  convicts  in  our  Penitentiaries,  and  who  with  th^e 
habiu  and  priaciples  are  roaming  over  tbe  country  and  are  frequently  presenting  themselves 
fbr  emyloyment  in  our  families,  our  manufoctories,  or  on  board  our  vessels. 

**  We  have  tbooabt  it  right  a^in  to  present  this  subject  to  the  Legislature,  as  important  in 
iisHf ;  and  ahboai^  alladcd  to  m  our  former  Report,  yet  that  paper  is  probably  in  the  hands 
of  veiy  fiew  of  the  members  of  the  present  Le^slature.  We  cannot  therefore  but  feel  that  the 
declaration  of  the  last  Legislature,  contained  in  tbe  resolution  under  which  we  act,"  that  it  is 
espwlaeui  that  buildiags  uioald  be  constructed  fbr  New  Gate  Prison  containii^  such  a  num- 
ber of  cdb  that  each  prisoner  may  be  subjected  to  solitary  confinement,  at  least  durine  the 
*  of  laboor,"  is  one,  which  will  receive  the  assent  of  every  man  who  will  yiera  his 
to  thefects. 
Aa  lo  the  pUu  of  the  buildings  proposed  to  be  erected,  we  are  fortunately  presented  with 
in  the  Anbuni  Prison  in  the  Stale  of  New-York,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  experience. 
Priaast  has  so  entirely  answered  the  views  of  its  projectors,  that  the  Lqrislature  of  that 
have  ordered  the  erection  of  another  Prison  on  nearly  the  same  plan  at  sing  Sing,  near 
on's  river ;  and  have  decided  to  abandon  the  State  Prison  in  the  city  of  New- York,  on 
I  expended  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
have  also  at  their  last  session  passed  a  law  authorising  )he  erection  of  a  new 
Priaon  on  the  same  plan ;  although  within  a  few  years,  very  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
cxpeaded  in  the  constmction  of  their  present  buildings.  On  this  subject,  thoreiore,  we  feel 
wsi  selves  aathorised  to  say  with  confidence,  that  the  pmn  of  the  Auburn  Prison  should  in  its 
piiistipil  features  be  followed  as  a  model.'' 


A  law  pftnridiag  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Prison  at  Weathersfield,  on  the  Auburn  plan, 
^K&  making  an  appropriatioo  of  S5;00O  dollars  for  the  purpose,  was  passed  by  the  Legislature 

m  May,  1896.  

CZT&ACT    FROM  OOY.  CLINTON's  SPEECH,  A.T  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  LAST 

NEW-TORK  LEGISLATURE. 
R^i^e  for  Jmotmlt  Ddm^iuanis.'^Th/^  best  penitentiary  institution  which  has  ever  been 
devised  by  the  wit,  and  established  by  the  beneficence  of  roan,  is,  in  all  probability,  the  house 
cf  niitfc  m  the  city  of  New- York ,  fbr  the  reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents.    It  takes  cogniz- 
ance oTviee  in  its  embfyo  state,  aiid  redeems  from  ruin  and  sends  forth  for  usefulness,  those  de- 
d  anfortonaleyuath,  who  are  sometimes  in  a  derelict  state,  someiimes  without  subsis- 
at  all  times  without  friends  to  guide  them  in  the  paths  of  virtue.    The  tendency  of  this 
charity  is  preventive  as  well  as  remedial,  and  during  the  shon  period  of  its  existence,  its 
power  has  been  felt  and  acknowledf^  in  the  hauntsof  vice  and  the  diminution  ofour 
pnooeedia^.   I  cannot  raconunend  its  further  encourasement  in  languaee  too  empha- 
tic and  I  do  believe  if  this  asylum  were  extended  so  as  to  compreoend  juvenile  delinquents  from 
aS  pertt  of  the  State,  that  the  same  preserving,  reclaiming  and  reforming  effects  would  be  cor- 


JUTENILB  DELINQUENTS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

A  hfll  was  passwl  by  the  Massachusetts  Lerislature^oring  the  winter  session  1826,  giving 
the  City  Govacil  of  Boston,  authority  to  send  Juvenile  l)elinauents,  who  have  been  sent  under 
the  «ld  law  to  tbe  State  Prison,  to  such  place  as  they  should  provide,  at  South  Boston,  that 
thry  might  be  saved  ftam  the  comiptiog  influence  of  old  convicts,  in  the  State  Prison.  The 
Cay  Ccnaril,  under  this  law,  is  making  preparations  for  this  class  of  offenders,  and  has 
"pprepriased  g^JS/OO  to  be  expended  for  their  oenefit  at  South  Boston. 

i*his  dasB  of  miserable  beings  are,  also,  exciting  much  attention  in  Philadelphia,  and 
^''trieBi  measures  are  in  progress  to  establish  an  institution,  in  that  city,  similar  to  the  House 
^Bcfoge  IB  New-York,  which  Gov.  Clinton  so  highly  commends  in  his  message. 
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EXTRACTS   FKOM  MR.  THOMPSON'S  SPRBCtt  TO  TBB  HOfmB   OP  RBPRC^ 
8BNTATIVE8  OF  THE  UNITSD  STATES^  JAN.  1826. 

"  In  the  DiMrici.  oo  tb«  south  aide  of  the  River,  tiere  are  above  tkiity  erimes  poDitbed  b;y 
the  dreadful  penally  of  death ;  aod  oo  this  tide  of  the  River,  there  ai^  above  fboneeu  M 
whidi  the  same  pumahmeni  n  provided,    k  is  ■aaefenafy  for  mm  to  reeiie  the  wbole  ol 
these  bloody  eoactmentfl.    it  witt  be  suificieat  to  aaBRtioa  two  or  (hive,  to  ittoatrate  the  apiril 
of  the  whole  code.    Fekniously  breakiar  and  eatering^  a  store  or  warehone,  Iry  day  or  by 
night,  and  stealioff  there  to  the  naouat «  foar  doHan ;  breaking  out  of  prisaa,  irtbe  pri^Kiaier 
were  confined  under  the  chai^  of  a  capital  felony^  whether  ft  were  goihy  of  that  lelooy 
or  not ;  a  slave,  prapariig  or  adaiiBisteriog  any  meriicin*  with  ill  intent,  or  attended  with  any 
bad  cooseqaencea :  maliciously  burning  onv  boose,  whether  it  be  a  mansion  hotisOy  or  wrhcu- 
ever  may  be  its  use.    On  this  side  of  the  River,  breaking  and  entering  a  ware4muse,  *borc 
boose,  or  tohaccc^-hoose.  and  there  stealing  to  the  value  of  five  shillings,  is  punished  with  death* 
Thus,  on  the  one  side  of  the  River,  the  nfe  of  a  man  is  valued  at  kmir  oollars,  while  oo  the 
ether,  the  law  fixes  its  price  at  but  five  shilKngs.    But  the  most  horrid  of  all  the  bloody 
denunciations  of  the  law  berB,  is,  the  Judgment  which  it  requires  to  be  pronounced  oo   a 
slave,  convicted  on  p«tH  treasim,  murder,  or  arson.    It  requires  that  he  should  be  bana;v»d, 
his  head  cut  off,  and  his  body  divided  into  quartan,  and  his  head  and  quarters  sat  op  in  the 
most  puMic  places  of  the  District    Famre  generations  will  scarcely  believe  that  m  this 
enlightened  age,  after  the  District  had  been  under  the  exchisivegovenMMRt  of  the  Uahad 
Stales  for  thirty-five  years,  its  laws  wouM  mleraie  such  a  draadfU  spectade.    What  will  they 
say  when  they  are  inlbrmed  that  the  law  not  only  tolerates  but  commands  it  7  How  should 
we  feel  reproved  for  our  supineaess,  in  lagidatinff  fer  this  District,  if,  oolbrtunately,  a  poor 
slave  should  be  coirricted  of  murder  or  arson,  and  we  should  be  compelled  to  witnesa  die 
execution  of  the  dreadfiil  penalty,  by  seeng  the  bleeding  and  mangled  qoariers  of  the  unhappy 
malefactor,  exponecl  on  the  public  vvemies  of  the  city. 

**  The  Prison  of  this  citv.  for  every  purpose  of  health  and  comfort  neoesaaiy  to  the  caiaience 
of  human  beings,  is.  pertiaps,  the  worst  on  this  whole  continent.  The  espressiun  ia  airong'. 
but  he  had  not  used  it  wi;hcNit  duly  considering  its  full  impart.  Here,  Just  under  the  eye  of 
Congress,  not  half  a  mile  from  the  Hall  in  which  we  legislate,  we  have  the  worst  Prison  oa 
this  side  the  Atlantic.  The  building  is  divided  by  n  passage,  which  rune  directly  through 
the  middle,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  on  each  side  of  which  are  eicht  cells.  Under  eech  of 
these  cells  is  an  arched  sewer ;  ^nd  in  the  comer  of  each  celt,  which  is  8  foet  square,  a  bole 
Js  cut  through  the  brick  pavement  into  the  sewer,  which  is  used  for  purposes  be  would  aoc 
here  nnme. 

**  In  these  16  cells,  the  Marshal  has  frecnentljr  been  compelled  to  confine  70  and  songetimes 
80  indivtdoals ;  "TO  or  80  persons  confined  in  this  abominable  place,  and,  anmng  theoe,  many 
innocent  individuals,  agamsl  whom  no  bill  was  afterwards  found ;  and  these  not  impriaoned 
for  an  hour,  for  a  day,  out  for  months.  Nay,  it  sometimes  occurs  that  witnesaes,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  securing  their  attendance,  have  been  confined  in  the  same  cells  with  the  very  crinstnals 
against  whom  thej^  are  required  to  give  evidence.'' 

"  In  the  beginnins  of  last  winter,  one  of  the  cells  was  condemned  as  wholly  unfit  for  use, 
one  was  vacant,  and  three  occupied  as  lumber  rooms ;  eleven  onlv  were  used.  In  these 
eleven  cells  were  confined  day  and  night,  without  beine*  permitted  to  leave  them  at  all,  44 
persons,  among  whom  were  5  women  and  4  chHdren.  Two  of  these  were  detained  as  wit- 
nesses against  a  defendant,  who  was  discharged  at  the  court,  no  bill  being  found  againat  him. 
In  one  of  these  cells  were  confined  at  that  time  7  per8ons---3  women  and  4  children.  The 
children  were  confined  under  a  strange  system  or  law  in  this  District ;  by  which  a  colored 
person,  who  alleges  be  is  free,  and  appeals  to  the  IribunaJs  of  the  country  to  have  the  matter 
tried,  is  committed  to  Prison  till  the  decision  takes  place.  They  were  almost  naked ;  onp  o€ 
them  was  sick,  lying  on  the  damp  brick  floor,  wiioout  bed,  pillow,  or  ooverii^.  In  ibis 
abominable  cell,  these  7  human  Dciues  were  confined,  day  by  day,  and  night  after  ni&^t, 
without  a  bed,  chair,  or  stool,  or  any  other  of  the  most  common  necessaries  of  life ;  compelled 
to  sleep  on  the  damp  floor  without  an^  covering  but  a  few  dirty  blankets.  The  prisoners  in 
the  other  cells  were  in  no  better  condition.  I  forbear  to  describe  more  minutely  tne  uoelean- 
liness  of  this  abominable  place. 

**  I  am  sorry  that  1  have  been  compelled  to  state  these  facts,  and  to  say,  that  in  this  city, 
and  almost  in  the  very  presence  of  tne  Congress  of  the  United  States,  such  a  Prison  exists, 
1  have  not  exaggerated  its  horrors— the  descnption  falls  short  of  the  reality.'' 


REFORM  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUBIBIA. 

A  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Cowress  near  the  close 
of  the  session,  appropriating  $5000  to  repnn*  the  Jail  in  Washington,  SwfiOO  to  build  a  Jail 
in  Alexandria,  and  $40J000  to  build  a  Penitentiary  in  Washington,  containing  160  separate 
cells,  on  such  plan  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  approve. 
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Art.  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Sociitr. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  ohjtct  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
PoJblie  Prisons.  , 

Art.  3.  It  shall  bo.  the  dtUy  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
formation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  Ignited  States, 
lad  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  BhoU  become 
anxiliRry  to  this,  ajid  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
Pmoofl,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this 
Society. 

Art.  5.   Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

Art.  C.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Lift. 

Art.  7.    Each  subscriber  often  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 

Art.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
payment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a 
bij«ctor  for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  as  many  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen 
annifslly,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  bo  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  Society.  This  Board  shall  consist  ox  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of 
whom  moo  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  snail  constitute  a  quorum. 
One  fourth  part  of  the  wholo  number,  in  the  order  of  apj)ointmcnt,  shall  go  out 
of  offio  xt  the  expiration  of  each  year,  but  shall  be  re-eligible. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
as  may  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  tneir  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
ex  officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of.  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
Fhdav  succeeding  tlm  General  Klcction,  when,  oesides  choosing  the  officers  as 
iMei&ed  in  the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented, 
.i.ul  th-?  proceodinjf3  of  tlio  foregoing  year  reported. 

Artf.  IX  The  Managers  shall  moot,  once  m  two  months,  or  oftener  if  neces- 
*ar,-,  at  *u.^Ii  phoa,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  thev  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  moelinsrs  of  llio  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
^T^  in  his  absence,  tlie  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the 
lUttnce  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  member  as  shall  be 
^pointed  Gx  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Akt.  I.'i.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  thp 
i*»*»n<^rt  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings 
flf  the  Board. 

Art.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
bTe  tendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Direc- 

t«n  for  Life.  ,.     ^    o 

Arr.  18.  So  alteration  shall  be  made  m  this  Constitution  except  by  the  So* 
OBty,  il  aa  annisal  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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The  Society  held  its  Second  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  Vestry  of  Hanover 
Church,  Boston,  on  Friday,  June  1,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  Williabt  Jenks,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society, 
took  the  chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Eli  Bircuard  addressed  the 
Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Asa  Ward,  read  his  Report,  and  the  certificate  of 
its  correctness  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  6.  Lambert,  and  Henry 
Hill,  Esq. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society 
adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Church  at  4  o'clock,  to  hear  the  Report  of  the 
Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq. 
took  the  chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Howard  Malcolm  addressed 
the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  q/* Lewis  Tafpan^  Esq.  seconded  by  Han.  Samuel  M.  Hopkiits, 

Rbsolvbd,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read  be  accepted,  and  referred 
to  the  MiAagen  to  be  pabushed. 

On  fiwtion  of  Rev,  Danxel  Sharp,  seconded  by  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esg. 

Rbsolted,  That  the  attention  which  this  object  has  received  from  the  Chief 
Magistrates  and  Lcgialaturea  of  eeveral  States  is  a  source  of  great  gratification 
and  encouragement  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Society,  and  demands  their  special 
gratitude  to  uie  Saviour  of  the  world. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Edward  Beecher,  seconded  by  Rev.  Howard  Malcolu, 

Resolted,  That  the  aucceas  which  has  thus  far  attended  the  Society's  e&rtB, 
demands  our  fervent  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  and  affords  the  same  evidence 
as  the  snccCBs  of  all  l^nevolent  Societies,  that  this  is  an  age  in  which  the  feeble 
efforts  of  man  for  the  improvement  of  the  world  will  be  attended  by  the  power  of 

On  motion  of  Rev,  Warre.x  Fay,  seconded  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Wisner 

Rksolved,  That  the  object  of  this  Society  is  ono  which  commends  itself  to  the 
attention  of  the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  an  object  of  Pratkr,  be- 
cause tlie  wisdom  and  oower  of  God  alone  are  sufficient  for  its  accompUshment  ; 
ajid,  as  these  are  given  liberally  in  answer  to  prayer,  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
the  objects  of  this  Society  should  be  more  frequently  and  more  earnestly  remem- 
bered at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  Asa  Rand,  seconded  by  Rev.  John  W.  ELLiNewooo, 

RxsoLYCD,  That  the  measures  adopted  by  this  Society  for  introducing  the 
means  of  grace  more  systematically  and  thoroughly  in  Prisons,  are  worthy  to  be 
suatamed  and  greatly  extended  by  the  approbation  and  patronage  of  the  churches 
at  large ;  because  the  church  is  reqmred  by  the  authority  of  the  Saviour  to 
"preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

Addresses  most  animating  to  the  officers  and  friends  of  the  Society 
were  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  others.  We  are  authorized  to 
say,  that  the  address  of  iMr.  Hopkins  will  be  published  in  a  pamphlet 
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Tab  Mansers  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  continued  smiles 
of  PROTii>eNCE.  Enough  has  occurred,  during  the  year,  to  convince 
K  of  the  favour  with  which  the  object  of  this  Society  is  regarded  by 
the  Almighty.  The  arrangements  of  God  have  been  such,  in  regard 
to  it,  as  to  excite  continual  gratitude  and  hope  :  so  that,  if  we  had  Op- 
position to  meet,  we  should  net  be  disheartened  ;  but  opposition  we 
hare  none.  Most  heartily,  therefore,  do  we  offer  praise  ror  the  mer- 
ciful allotments  of  the  year,  and,  for  the  future,  commit  our  ways  to  the 
same  Protidence,  which  has  thus  far  guided  our  steps. 

We  had  written  this  acknowledgment  of  gratitude  to  Gol>,  and 
were  just  ready  to  enter  upon  a  new  year,  without  any  providential 
dispensation,  in  regard  to  the  Society,  of  a  different  character  from 
th<^  already  described.  But  on  Saturday  last  the  Hon.  Willlim 
Phillips,  First  Vice  President  of  the  Society,  died.  Before  this 
Society  was  formed,  when  it  was  generally  supposed,  that  there  could 
be  no  necessity  for  such  a  Society  in  this  country,  he  was  first  to  give 
his  name  and  patronage,  that  an  examination  might  be  made.  After 
it  had  been  ascertained,  that  great  evils  existed  in  Prisons,  and  that 
combined  efforts  must  be  made  to  correct  them,  he  was  among  the 
^i  to  sanction  the  existence  of  a  Society,  and  to,  give  his  name  and 
liberal  patronage  to  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  its  object  From  that 
time  till  the  present,  he  has  watched  its  progress,  and  has  not  failed 
to  extend  to  it  his  cheering  approbation.  What  is  said  of  him,  in 
regard  to  this  Society,  is  true  in  regard  to  almost  all  others  of  a  similar 
character.  His  name  was  generally  first,  his  subscription  largest,  and 
His  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  was  as  remarkable  as  the  extent 
ef  his  means  and  his  cautious  and  judicious  selection  of  the  objects  of 
his  charity.  In  all  these  respects,  he  was  so  greatly  useful,  that  our 
beartif  sicken  within  us  at  the  remembrance  of  his  death.  But  we 
mist  repress  our  grief,  for  he  has  gone  "  to  receive  his  retoard.^^  We 
will  endeeToiir,  therefore,  to  forget  "  oitr  /oss,"  and  think  of  "  his  gain ;" 
ve  will  be  grateful,  that  we  were  permitted  so  long  to  share  in  his 
Bnnifieence ;  we  will  pray  that  we  may  imitate  his  example ;  and  we 
will  hope  to  meet  his  departed  spirit  in  Heaven,  where  there  is  no 
OMre  deatli ;  and  where  we  shall  unite  in  the  praise  of  Him,  who, 
"  tktmgh  he  was  rich^  became  poor^  that  we^  through  his  poverty y  miglU  he 
nch;'^  9^ymgj  '^  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  thai  was  dain  to  receh>e  power ^  aui 
ndket,  «uf  tcttdbm,  4md  strength^  and  honor^  and  glory ,  and  blessing,^^ 
thus  noticed  the  death  of  our  departed  friend,  Vtre  present, 
5» 
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I.     Al  Review  op  the  Year. 

1.  First  Annual  Report: 

2.  Journeys  Performed: 

3.  Funds  Collected: 

4.  Funds  Appropriated : 

5.  Attefition  of  legislatures : 

6.  Valuable  Documents, 

1.  First  Annual  Report. — The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  has  been  published  in  four  editions.  A  part  of  three  edi- 
tions have  been  purchased  by  the  Legislature  of  some  one  or  other  of 
the  United  States ;  500  copies  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts ; 
300  copies  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine ;  and  260  copies  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York.  The  remainder  have  been  distribute: d  in  North 
and  South  America,  and  in  Europe. 

2.  Journeys  Performed, — ^Journeys  have  been  performed  in  the  Nor- 
thern and  Middle  States,  amounting,  in  all,  to  nearly  3000  miles.  The 
object,  in  these  journeys,  has  been  to  visit  Prisons,  and  collect  facts ; 
to  excite  the  public  attention  to  the  object  of  the  Society,  and  collect 
funds  ;  to  raise  committees  in  the  Legislatures  of  different  States,  and 
lay  before  such  committees  and  other  members  the  facts  already  col- 
lected. 

3.  Funds  Collected, — Funds,  amounting  to  $2238  18,  have  been 
collected  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey.  In 
donations,  $  914  62  :  in  annual  subscriptions,  $  269  .00  :  in  life  sub- 
scriptions, $  750  00  :  in  books  for  the  Chaplain  at  Auburn,  $  120  00 : 
in  payment  for  the  First  Report,  from  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  New  York,  $  180  00  :  from  other  sources,  $  119  46. 
Total,  $2238  l8. 

4.  Funds  Appropriated, — ^Funds  have  been  appropriated,  for  the 
salary,  travelling  expenses,  stationary,  and  postage  of  the  Secretary, 
$  1200  :  for  the  salary  of  the  Chaplain  at  Auburn,  $  533  34  :  for  reli- 
gious services  in  other  Prisons,  $  60  50  :  for  printing  four  editions  of 
the  First  Report,  $  559  75  :  for  copperplate  engraving,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses,  $  86  22.  Total,  $  2430  79 :  leaving  a  balance 
against  the  Society,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer,  of  $201  61. 

5.  Attention  of  Legislatures. — In  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  and  New  York,  Committees  on  Prisons  have 
been  raised ;  by  whose  attention  an  opportunity  has  been  afforded  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  to  meet  many  members  of  the  Legislature 

'  in  each  of  the  States  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  st&ting  such  facts, 
concerning  the  interior  of  Prisons,  as  have  been  disclosed  in  the  pro- 
gress of  our  investigations.  This  operation  has  led  to  important 
results. 

6.  Valttable  Documents, — Among  the  valuable  documents  published 
during  the  year  are  the  following : 

Annual  Report  of  the  State  Prison,  Thomaston,  Maine;  by  Daniki. 
Rose,  Keeper. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  on 
the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  accompanied  with  a  bill ;  by  Messrs. 
White.  Leland,  and  Sumner. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  on 
County  Prisons,  accompauied  with  t^vo  bills ;  one  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  Prisons,  and  one  for  the  relief  of  Lunatics ;  George  Bliss, 
Chairman. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  pro- 
posing the  abandonment  of  Newgate,  and  the  building  of  a  new  Prison 
at  Weathersfieid  ;  by  Martin  Wells. 

A  brief  account  of  the  New  York  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  together 
with  a  compendium  of  criminal  law ;  by  G.  Powers,  Agent  and 
Keeper. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors'  of  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn, 
January,  1827 ;  contaiuing  an  account  of  the  reformation  of  52  con- 
victs wiio  have  been  discharged. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  liCgislature  of  New  York,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  and  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture whether  any  abuses  had  existed  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment ;  by  Samuel  M.  Hopkins  and  George  Tibbets. 

Notices  of  the  original  and  successive  efforts  to  improve  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  to  reform  the  criminal  code  of 
Pennsylvania;  by  Roberts  Yaux. 

Report  of  ^e  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Buildings  in  Washing- 
Ion,  D.  C,  on  the  Penitentiary  system  ;  by  Charles  Bulfinch,  Esq. 

Observations  on  Penitentiary  Discipline,  addressed  to  William 
Roscoe,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  Eng. ;  by  Stki*hen  Allen. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Re- 
Ibimatioa  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

XL    Principal  Evils. 

1.  Bad  Officers: 

2.  Great  Expense: 

3.  A  Commtmiiy  of  Villains: 

4.  Unrestrained  Intercourse: 

5.  Corrupt  Teachers: 

6.  Arts  of  Mischief: 

7.  Unnatural  Crime : 

8.  Combinations  against  Society: 

9.  Imprisonment  of  Youth  and  Children: 

10.  Imprisonment  of  Lunatics : 

11.  Mortality  in  the  Prisons  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia : 

12.  Causes  of  Crime: 

13.  Inattention  of  the  Christian  CommunUy, 

1.  Bttd  Officers, — In  the  Maine  Prison,  which  has  been  in  oper& 
tion  only  three  years.  Dr.  Rose,  the  superintendent,  stated,  that  thre>* 
or  four  dasea  of  malepractice  had  already  occurred  among  the  assistant 
keepers ;  such  as  intemperance,  furnisning  forbidden  articles  to  con- 
ricte,  &c,  for  which  they  had  been  discharged. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  Mr.  Pilsrurt,  tlie  former  superin- 
teadent,  mentioned,  as  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  Penitentiary 
sjstem,  the  insubordination  occasioned  by  the  frequent  changes  among 
the  auistaot  keepers,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  men  of  proper 
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character  for  the  eompeasatum  allowed  them.  Escapes  have  been 
efiecied  in  thai  Priitoo,  either  through  the  negligence  or  conuirance  of 
asftiirtant  keepers,  and  improper  familiarity  has  been  contracted  between 
them  and  the  convicts. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  a  keeper  was  detected,  three  times  in 
soccession,  by  31r.  Soley,  one  of  the  Director^  in  furnishing  bills  to 
be  altered,  and  materials  to  alter  them,  to  a  convict  A  wanant  was 
issued  for  him  ;  but  he  made  his  escape.  Another  keeper  was  disr- 
charged  soon  after,  on  suspicion  of  improper  conduct ;  and  in  a  com- 
munication,  made  by  the  Directors  to  the  Governor,  in  the  autumn  of 
1825,  and  by  him  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  several  other  cases  are 
mentioned  of  malepractice  by  contractors  and  assistant  keepers,  and 
discharge  for  the  same. 

In  Newgate,  the  Old  Prison  in  Granby,  Conn.,  there  has  been  great 
complaint  on  this  ground. 

Thomas  Eddy,  of  New  York,  in  a  pamphlet  on  Prison  Discipline, 
mentions  a  case,  in  which  a  number  of  desperate  villains,  in  one  rooni^ 
within  the  walls  of  a  Prison,  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  counter- 
feit money,  and  were  enabled  to  prosecute  it  by  the  connivance  and 
assistance  of  a  keeper. 

Even  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  which  is  in  many  respects  so  worthy 
oi  commendation,  the  Commissioners  mention,  in  a  late  Report  to  the 
Legislature,  that  '^  one  Terrence  Heeney,  who  was  never  fit  for  the 
trust  of  a  guard,  was  three  times  appointed  to  that  place,  and  three 
times  removed  for  misconduct."  They  also  say,  that ''  several  other 
cases  have  been  proved  of  the  appointment  of  incompetent  or  unfit 
men ;  but,  in  general,  they  were  removed  as  soon  as  dieir  unfitness 
became  known." 

Mr.  Lynds,  the  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  speaks 
of  the  character  required  in  this  situation  as  peculiar :  viz*  equanimi- 
ty, quick  discernment  of  character,  impartiality,  resolution,  vigilance, 
promptitude,  besides  honesty  and  temperance,  and,  more  than  all,  a 
habit  of  seeing  much  and  saying  little.  He  has  not  been  without  his 
diiliculties  in  getting  the  right  men.  He  mentions  a  case,  in  which 
an  assistant  keeper  at  Auburn  was  detected  in  employing  convicts  to 
steal. for  him. 

Roberts  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Original 
and  successive  Efforts  to  improve  the  Condition  of  Prisons,"  &c.,  men- 
tions, that,  in  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  many  years  since,  ^'the 
keeper  had  been  a  long  time  connected  with  criminals,  under  circum- 
stances which  caused  him  to  be  suspected  of  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  depredations  committed  in  the  city,  than  comported  with 
that  unblemished  reputation,  which  ought  to  belong  to  such  an  officer." 

In  tlie  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  an  officer  was  understood  to  say,  that 
two  assistant  keepers  had  been  discharged  for  circulating  counterfeit 
money  for  convicts. 

2.  Great  Expense. — ^The  New  Hampshire  Prison  in  1819  cost  the 
State  $4,235  61.  The  average  number  c**  prisoners  does  not  exceed 
70.  The  whole  annual  expense  for  food,  clothing,  and  bedding,  in  the 
Prison,  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1822,  was  $  19  52  per  man  :  i.  e. 
$  1,366  40,  for  70.  Salary  of  the  officers,  $  1,565,  and  board  of 
three  men,  say  $  100  each ;  making  a  sum  total  of  exj^nses  for  food. 
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dothing,  bedding,  salary  of  the  ofiicers  and  their  board,  of  $  2,931  40. 
For  what,  then,  was  the  remaining  expense  of  $  1,304  21  incurred  ? 
and  what  was  done  with  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  ?  In 
1825,  in  the  same  Prison,  the  gain  to  the  State,  from  the  labor  of  the 
same  number  of  convicts,  after  defraying  every  expense  of  food,  cloth- 
ing, bedding,  salary  and  board  of  officers,  was  $5,340  61. 

In  die  Massachusetts  Prison,  the  total  expense  to  the  State  of  sup- 
porting the  Prison  nine  years,  from  1814  to  1824,  was  $  78,328  44. 
The  average  number  of  convicts  was  303.  During  the  last  three 
years,  the  total  income,  after  defray^g  every  expense,  has  exceeded 
$  20,000.  And,  even  during  the  latter  period,  it  was  ascertained,  by 
a  Committee  of  the  Legislature;  and  so  published  in  their  Report,  that 
ooe  of  the  assistant  keepers,  whose  nominal  salary  is  $  354,  received, 
IB  addition,  in  one  year,  the  sum  of  $  3,002  25,  from  the  Prison  ;  *•*'  a 
yearly  income  greater  than  that  of  any  officer  in  the  Commonwealth.*' 
The  Report  containing  this  extraordinary  fact  is  signed  by  Thomas  I. 
Goodwin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee.* 

In  the  Connecticut  Prison,  the  total  expense  to  the  State  of  support- 
ing: the  Prison  from  1790  to  1826  was  $214,611  38.  The  number 
of  convicts  has  seldom  equalled  100.  The  expense  of  this  wretched 
Prison  the  last  twelve  years,  the  average  number  of  prisoners  being 
Ie<3  than  100,  has  been  $  101,552  30.  In  1817,  18,  and  19,  the 
^^verage  expense  was  $  12,192  50,  annually.  At  this  rate,  if  the 
Lomber  of  prisoners  had  been  equal  to  the  number  in  Massachusetts, 
tbe  annual  expense  of  supporting  the  establishment  would  have  been 
$36,577  50;  while  in  Massachusetts  the  income  from  the  Prison 
ns  more  than  $  9,000  the  last  year,  and  more  than  $  10,000  the 
Tear  before.  The  Conunissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in 
tbeir  Hie  Report,  say,  ''if  the  Prisons  of  other  States  can  be  thus 
^vantjigeously  managed,  we  have  yet  to  learn  the  reason  why  it  can- 
not be  done  in  Connecticut" 

Iq  the  State  'Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  total  expense  to  the 
State,  in  twenty  years,  from  1803  to  1823,  was  $  381,302  32.  In  five 
(liferent  years,  during  this  period,  the  expense  was  $  30,'000,  or  more, 
each  year.  The  Inspectors,  in  their  last  Report  to  the  Legislature, 
state,  that,  from  the  year  1816  to  1822,  inclusive,  the  average  amount 
per  annum,  paid  from  the  treasury,  was  $40,949.  The  average 
nnmber  of  prisoners,  during  this  period,  was  603.  The  expense  of 
their  rapport,  besides  the  proceeds  of  their  own  labor,  was  nearly 

equal  to  Uie  annual  expense  of  tlie  public  schools  in  Boston,  in  which 

uv  instructed  about  7,000  children. 
In  the  State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  the  annual  expense  is  about 

$4,000.     The  average  number  of  prisoners  does  not  exceed  70.     At 

tJii^  rate,  if  the  number  of  prisoners  had  been  equal  to  the  number  in 

New  York,  i.  e.  603,  the  expense  to  the  State  would  have  been 

$34,457,  annually. 
In  the  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  State  Prison,  it 

ii  ondentood  that  the  annual  expense  is  about  $  30,000.     It  is  very 

difficult,  however,  to  obtain  any  authentic  documents  on  this  subject 

from  this  Prison. 
In  the  Auburn  Prison,  which  is  a  specimen  of  industry  seldom 

ajoalled,  and  which  affords  specimens  of  work  in  different  branches 
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of  mechanical  business  not  easily  surpassed,'  where  the  men  are  re- 
quired to  work  all  day,  from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  till  near 
sunset,  for  the  beuetit  of  the  Institution,  with  only  the  'exception  of 
suliicient  time  to  eat  their  meals,  the  Prison  being  located  in  a  part  ol 
the  country  where  provisions  are  cheap,  433  convicts  labored  hard, 
the  whole  of  the  last  year,  and  did  not  earn  enou<^h  to  defray  liie 
expenses  of  the  Institution  by  $  10,195  88.  The  Commissioners  :e- 
port  to  the  Legislature,  as  a  great  abuse  in  this  Prison,  the  insullit  .*  .u 
compensation  for  which  men  are  hired  to  contractors,  and  on  this  ^  r: 
of  the  subject  they  say,  in  conAusion,  "we  adhere  to  the  opii....ii 
expressed  in  our  former  Report,  that  tliis,  and  every  oiher  ^i  :_• 
Prison,  ought  to  support  its  own  expenses,  and,  with  proper  man.  ,,v  - 
ment,  it  can  be  made  to  do  so.^^ 

3.  A  CGmmunity  of  Villains. — In  the  Maine  Prison,  the  superinl  :> 
dent  furnished  the  names  bf  nineteen  convicts,  which  is  more  than  n.^ 
fifth  part  of  the  whole  number,  from  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  and  five  from  the  State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire. 

In  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  PiLsnunv  furnished  the  names  of  thirt -en 
out  of  66,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners,  who  had  been  in  the  St.ile 
Prison  at  Charlestown  ;  three  from  that  in  Windsor,  Vermont ;  and 
one  from  New  York. 

In  Charlestown,  more  than  ninety,  out  of  about  300,  arc  there  for 
second,  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  offences ;  also  severnl  from  Newg;-  te, 
Conn.,  and  others  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

In  the  Connecticut  Prison,  among  109  prisoners,  were  found  old  con- 
victs from  the  Prisons  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. 

In  New  York,  they  boast  of  having  one  or  more  prisoners  fion^ 
Auburn,  and  a  police  officer  in  the  vicinity  testifies,  that  they  do  net 
get  one  from  Auburn  where  they  get  ten  from  other  Prisons. 

In  New  Jersey,  out  of  severity-two  convicts,  were  found  ten  from 
the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  clerk  gave  the  initials  of  the  names  of  thirty- 
four  convicts  in  that  Prison,  of  whom  t\venty-one  had  been  in  the 
Prisons  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  ;  three  in  Philadelphia,  Isow 
York,  and  Baltimore ;  two  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore ;  five  in  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  Jersey;  one  from  Aiibuni;  one  from  Richmond, 
Virginia ;  two  from  the  Prison  at  Columbus,  Ohio  ;  two  who  had  been 
whipped  in  Providence;  and,  above  all,  one  ^^ho  had  been  in  the 
Prisons  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  1  Baltimore*,  Ohio,  New  Orleans, 
New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  whij^pod  In  Providenre. 

•1.    Unrestrained  Intercourse, — In  this  community  of  villains,  ixthr- 

C01IHSK  IS  WITHOUT  RESTRAINT. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  several  prisoners  were  found  alone  in  the 
Hospital  ;  two  shoemakers  in  an  upper  loft,  in  a  small  apartment, 
removed  from  all  inspection ;  seven  or  eight  in  the  shoe  shop,  without 
a  keeper;  three  or  four  in  the  cooking  apartments,  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  two  lodged  together  in  twenty-two  small  cells  never  desiornod 
for  but  one  prisoner  each.  Dr.  Rose  states,  that  there  is  a  surprising 
difference  in  the  character  of  this  Prison  since  it  became  necessary  to 
confine  two  in  a  cell. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  there  is  such  a  construction  of  the 
shops,  and  such  unity  of  employment,  and  such  vigilant  inspection 
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dot  the  intercourse  is  prevented,  in  a  great  degree,  during  the  day ; 
but  then  it  becomes  necessary,  at  night,  to  confine  five  or  six  together 
in  some  of  the  sleeping  rooms,  over  which  there  can  be  no  effectual 
mspection. 

In  the  Vermont  Prison,  there  is  lesff  wisdom  in  the  construction  of 
die  shops ;  the  business  is  more  divided ;  the  men  are  more  scattered ; 
the  inspection  during  the  day  less  effectual ;  and  at  night  the  same 
intercourse  without  restraint 

In  Charlestown,  there  is  one  long,brick  building,  three  stories  high, 
containing  nine  Apartments  in  the  basement  story,  in  which  were 
found,  on  one  visit  to  the  Prison,  forty  men,  scattered  about  in  Ihe 
different  ^artments,  without  a  keeper  or  inspector  for  the  whole.  In 
these  basement  story  rooms  as  hiding  places,  almost  any  mischief  may 
be  devised,  or  wickedness  perpetrated  without  detection.  In  the 
Hoe^ital,  too,  are  several  apaitments,  and  many  invalids,  far  removed 
from  the  eye  and  ear  of  a  keeper.  All  these,  and  similar  hiding  places 
about  the  Prison,  are  fit  appendages  for  night  rooms,  so  constructed 
that  a  keeper  cannot  approach  them  without  giving  notice  of  his  ap- 
proach by  the  moving  of  a  heavy  door,  with  its  compound  fastenings 
and  heavy  iron  hinges. 

In  the  Old  Prison  in  Connecticut,  if  the  prisoners  themselves  had 
been  permitted  to  build  a  Prison,  where  they  could  have  the  greatest 
facilities  for  concealment,  with  the  least  possibility  of  detection; 
where  they  could  serve  their  master  with  none  to  molest  them ;  it  is 
dilBciilt  to  conceive  how  the  end  could  have  been  more  effectually . 
attained.  In  a  Prison  constructed  as  that  is,  it  must  require  nearly  as 
many  keepers  as  prisoners  to  prevent  communication  between  the 
latter.  This  remark  is  applicable  to  the  shops,  and  other  buildings, 
scattered  about  the  yard.  In  the  dungeons,  seventy  feet  under  ground, 
fonneriy  used  as  night  rooms,  some  of  the  prisoners  volunteered  to 
return  to  them,  as  places  of  confinement  at  night,  and  assign?d  as  the 
reason,  that  they  could  there  curse,  and  swear,  and  fight,  and  do  other 
anutterable  abominations,  without  having  it  known  to  any  one.  There 
probably  has  never  been  on  earth  a  stronger  emblem  of  the  pit  than 
the  sleeping  rooms  of  that  Prison,  so  filthy,  so  crowde^^  so  inclined  to 
evil,  so  unrestrained. 

Ii  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  say  the  Commissioners,  "  the 
pri^mers,  when  the  cells  are  unlocked  in  the  rooming,  flock  confusedly 
tati  the  yard,  and  at  the  sound  of  the  bell  for  meals  they  move  like  an 
undisciplined  mob  to  the  mess  room."  "  In  the  yard,  during  working 
boars,  numbers  of  them  are  to  be  seen  walking  in  pairs,  in  free  and 
cimest  conversation,"  "  The  opportunity  which  exists  in  the  Prison 
fcf  conversation  among  the  prisoners,  and  for  the  circulation  of  opinions 
and  intentions  within,  and  information  from  without,  is  an  evil  de- 
rtractive  of  all  sound  discipline." 

1q  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  the  prisoners  may  be  seen  in  small  com- 
panies, in  the  different  shops,  in  the  cdok-room,  and  in  the  hospital, 
without  a  keeper,  entirely  removed  and  concealed  from  the  eye  of  any 
ofiicer  of  the  IVison  ;  and  even  in  the  solitary  cells,  so  called,  the 
prismers  are  arranged  on  the  side  of  a  long,  narrow  passage,  which 
prcs  them  an  opportunity  of  free  and  unrestrained  intercourse,  while 
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the  passage  is  well  secured,  by  a  heavy  door  and  fastening,  from  the 
approach  of  a  keeper. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Prison,  the  keepers  stated,  that  the  communi- 
cation was  so  perfect  in  the  Prison,  that  every  thing  which  was  done 
by  the  government  of  the  Prison,  in  the  Inspector's  room,  was  directly 
known  throughout  the  yard  by  all  the  prisoners. 

5.  Corrupt  Teachers, — This  community  of  villains,  whose  inter- 
course is  unrestrained,  is  supplied  with  teachers  of  uncommon  expbri- 

ENCK    AND    CORRUPTION. 

Andrew  Buck,  of  Philadelphia,  aged  33  years,  was  convicted  of 
larceny,  in  1806,  and  committed  to  prison  for  four  years.  He  was 
pardoned  in  July,  1809.  He  was  recommitted  in  December,  1810, 
for  forgery,  on  three  indictments,  and  sentenced  for  three  years  on 
each.  After  he  was  committed  to  Prison,  he  had  another  trial,  on  six 
indictments,  for  crimes  committed  before  his  conviction,  and  was  sen- 
t»!!iced  for  two  years  on  each  ;  making  a  sentence  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  was  pardoned  July  16,  1816.  He  was  convicted  again,  by  the 
iianie  of  George  Green,  December,  1816,  and  sentenced  to  seven  years 
liard  labor.  He  left  the  Prison  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence.  He 
was  convicted  again  of  forgery,  in  less  than  »  year,  under  the  names 
of  Andrew  Buck,  John  Wilson,  A.  B.  Green,  and  sentenced  to  hard 
labor  three  years.  In  a  month  after,  he  had  another  trial,  on  two 
indictments,  for  crimes  committed  before  his  conviction,  and  received 
a  stMitence  of  five  years  on  each.  He  boasts,  notwithstanding  he  has 
been  so  often  pardoned,  that  he  has  taken  eighteen  Christmas  dinners 
in  the  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia.  This  maii^s  intercourse  was  un- 
restrained in  a  Prison  containing  nearly  400  convicts. 

The  records  of  our  Prisons  show,  that  eviMi  the  female  convicts 
have  been  associated  with  persons  of  similar  hardihood  in  crime.  In 
the  Penitentiary  in  New  York  city,  the  number  of  females,  in  Novena- 
ber,  1825,  was  sixty-six  ;  of  whom  twenty  were  committed  a  second 
time,  six  a  third,  two  a  fourth,  and  one  a  fifth.  Chariotte  Thomas 
was  condemned  to  the  State  Prison  in  January,  1797,  for  grand  lar- 
ceny, for  four  years.  She  was  pardoned  July  14,  1800.  She  was 
recommitted*  April  14,  1801,  for  petty  larceny,  and  sentenced  for  two 
years.  After  her  discharge,  again  convicted  June,  1803,  for  three 
years.  Again  discharged,  and  recommitted,  on  two  indictments,  A'ugust 
12,  1806.  And,  after  her  discharge,  was  condemned  the  fifth  time  for 
grand  larceny,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1813,  and  sentenced  for  three  years. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  Henry  Wood,  from  Acton,  Mass.,  was 
sentenced  for  life,  for  burglary,  December  11,  1800  :  received  pardon 
November,  1811  :  was  convicted  again  for  theft  in  Boston,  in  May, 
1812,  and  sentenced  for  six  months.  He  was  discharged  at  the  expi- 
ration «f 'his  sentence  in  November,  and  recommitted  December, 
1814,  for  thef^  and  sentenced  for  three  years.  He  was  discharged  in 
December,  1817,  and  convicted  of  theft  in  November,  1818,  and  sen- 
tenced for  life.  H;e  was  discharged  by  order  of  the  Court,  October, 
1824,  and  was  recommitted  for  larceny.  May  6,  1825,  and  sentenced 
for  seven  years.  Not  long  since,  this  man  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  cook  room.  No.  1,  where  were  generally  associated  with  him,  at 
night,  ten  young  convicts,  who  were  selected  because  they  were  com- 
paratively innocent. 
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Tliese  are  selected  as  a  fLnv  a!ily  of  ;lio  ir; any  veterans  in  crime, 
vrlio  have  b<*en  admitted,  a^  loachers  in  otir  Pi.uitiMiliaries,  to  a  free 
cocimuiiicatiou  witli  young  convicts.  Of  cjurs'j,  they  readily  cotn- 
launicate  the  history  of  yearn  to  tlieir  yDiinf;  adniirers,  aud  Uiroiigh 
lli:ai  this  deadly  poison  to  the  extremities  of  the  State. 

G.  Arts  of  Mischief, — The  tmi.ngs  taught  in  tujs  community  are 

AS   REMARKABLE    AS    THE    (  UAUACTER    W   THK    TEACHERS. 

The  following  table  exliibits  the  proportion  for  counterfeit  money 
in  several  Prisons : 

JVfl,  r/  Convicts.        For  Cuunterfeit  Money.  Prcfort'mn, 

Maine,  93  3  1  to  31 

New  Hampshire,  257  24  1  to  10 

Vermont,  531  51  1  to  10 

Massachusetts,  207  20  1  to  1 1 

Auburn,  whole  term,  997  119  1  to    8 

Many  of  these  men  have  b.^en  (sjssociatcd  with  gangs  of  counter- 
feiters, and  are  acquainted  with  their  names,  residence,  principies  of 
tr.Mle,  language,  and  mode  of  operation.  They  can,  of  course,  intro- 
duce iheir  young  pupiU,  when  they  leave  the  Prison,  to  tliis  world  of 
iniquity.  lilany  of  the  men  living  in  society,  who  are  engaged  in  this 
traffic,  are  not  suspected.  They  deal  in  Uiis  article  on  a  lai^ge  scale, 
end  employ  trusty  runners,  who  are  more  likely  to  be  detected  than 
their  employers.  It  is  a  little  surprising,  however,  that  Uiese  gentle- 
men at  large  have  never  suspected,  that  there  might  be  such  an  un- 
designed coincidence  of  testimony  concerning  them,  obtained  from 
diflerent  Prisons,  as  to  involve  their  character  in  suspicion,  that  would 
never  be  allayed  till  they  were  detected.  The  purport  of  this  decla- 
ration will  be  better  understood  by  the  following  testimony.  The 
Commissioners  appointed  to  visit  the  State  Prisons  of  New  York,  in 
their  Report  to  the  Legislature,  state,  that  one  of  their  number  endea- 
vored, by  an  examination  of  the  prisoners  in  solitary  confinement  at 
Auburn,  to  ascertain  how  far  authentic  information  could  be  obtained, 
that  might  lead  to  the  detection  of  others,  and  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
haunts^  and  the  means  by  which  systematic  plans  of  villany  are  sue* 
ce5sfully  carried  on.  The  inquiries  were  directed  chiefly  towards  the 
object  of  horse  stealing,  and  the  making  and  circulating  counterfeit 
bank  paper. 

^  It  was  soon  found,''  say  they,  ^^  that  the  prisoners  made  disclo- 
sures of  a  very  interesting  character,  and  that  in  important  paiticularB 
there  was  often  an  exact  agreement  in  the  narration  of  those  who  .had 
not  seen  each  other  in  Prison.  In  some  instances,  these  disclosures 
cast  a  new  light  upon  cases  which  we  knew  of  before,  and  explained 
facts  which,  on  the  trial,  had  not  been  suspected  by  either  the  counsel 
for  the  people  or  the  prisoner.  The  examinations  contain  minute  de- 
taib  of  persons,  names,  places  and  employments,  plans  of  villany  and 
systematic  operations,  by-  which  vast  contributions  are  levied  on  so- 
fiety." 

The  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  not  the  only 
penons  who  obtain  this  information.  About  700  convicts,  in  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts ;  about  900  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  and  about  twice  as  many  more  in  the  States  south  and 
west,  are  aidmitted  to  an  uninterrupted  intercourse  with  a  communis 
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in  which  are  teachers  t]iorouj;hly  acquainted  willi  li..»  art  of  couiUer- 
feit  money.  The  Ccmmissioners  obtain  tlie  iaforn;aticn  to  correct  the 
evil :  the  young  convicts  to  guide  their  lives. 

But  this  is  an  evil  which  does  not  merely  prepare  convicts  for  a  life 
of  villany  when  they  leave  the  Prison.  There  is  cvitience  cf  all  soi-ts, 
that  this  business  has  been  carried  on  within  the  walls  of  our  Peni- 
tentiaries. Several  cases  have  been  already  mentioned  in  which  as- 
sistant keepers  have  been  engaged  in  circulating  counterfeit  money  for 
convicts.  Besides,  in  a  general  search  of  the  Masbachusetts  Pr;^oD, 
in  tlie  autumn  of  1825,  bills  already  altered,  bills  in  the  process  of  al- 
teration, and  small  bills  suitable  to  alter,  were  found  on  the  persoLL^  cf 
the- convicts.  About  the  same  time  were  found  between  twenty  'end 
thirty  copperplate  dies,  prepared  and  neatly  engraved  for  the  purposi: 
of  altering  bills  ;*  and,  some  time  before,  other  dies  of  a  similar  kind, 
and  an  iron  or  steel  press,  having  upright  posts,  and  a  cross  beam,  ;i!::i 
screws,  with  a  platform  for  stamping  bills,  in  possession  of  one  Ku^  ^  u 
well  known  and  accomplished  artist  in  this  line  of  business.  Th : 
officers  state  that  this  man  had  been  extensively  acquainted  in  Europe 
and  America ;  tliat  he  could  imitate  any  signature ;  that  he  was  a  princv* 
ip  this  department  of  wickedness,  and,  when  conlined  in  Prison,  had 
the  same  facilities  as  other  convicts  for  communication  with  his  fellow 
prisoners. .  Who  among  men  has  a  greater  opportunity  to  do  good  thaii 
this  man  to  do  mischief? 

At  the  same  time  there  were  two  other  men  in  Prison,  named 
Withington  and  Flanders,  similar  to  Ross,  who,  together  with  hi  no, 
were  capable  of  communicating,  in  this  seminary  of  vice,  to  its  thret* 
hundred  inmates,  more  curious  designs  of  mischief,  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  than  could  probably  be  obtained  in  any  other  place  in  the 
State.  The  great  superiority  of  these  men  consisted  in  their  knowr- 
ledge  of  the  arts  of  counterfeiters;  and  before  they  left  the  Prison,  and 
since  they  have  been  at  large  in  society,  they  have  probably  contribut- 
ed as  much  as  any  other  individuals  in  this  country  to  swell  the  num- 
ber of  convicts *for  this  crime  to  the  surprising  proportion  of  one  eighth 
and  one  tenth  part  of  the  whole. 

Counterfeiting  Coin. — ^The  moulds  employed  in  this  business, 
and  coin  so  neatly  made  as  to  escape  the  notice  of  an  ordinary  obser- 
ver, have  been  found,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  clerk,  in  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown.  The  clerk  was  so  obliging  as  to  furnish  to 
the  Secretary  of  tills  Society  a  specimen  of  the  coin,  and  he  soiiglit 
among  the  rubbish  in  the  store  room  for  some  of  the  moulds,  which  he 
said  had  been  lying  there,  but  did  not  find  then'.  This  is  small  coin, 
and  neither  so  heavy  nor  so  bright  as  silver ;  nor  does  it  ring  so  wxll  ; 
but  it  would  pass  in  the  hurry  of  business  for  small  change. 

Tfie  receipt  and  particular  directions  for  making  it  might  probably 
be  obtained  where  it  was  made.  If  this  could  not  be  done  now, 
there  are  men  in  society,  who  have  been  in  the  Prison,  who  can  fur- 
nish the  information,  and  who,  when  they  were  in  Prison,  had  every 
facility  to  communicate  it  to  convicts  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  It 
was  probably  the  desire  to  obtain  this  and  similar  information,  which, 
in  one  instance  at  least,  induced  a  young  criminal,  whose  sentence  was 

*  The  cTt)dit  of  making  these  discoveries  was  given  at  the  time  to  the  Hod.  William  C. 
JAaYis,  one  of  the  Director*. 


15  SECOND  nEi>onT — 1827.  G3 

a  fine  of  $  500,  or  imprisonment  in  the  Stale  Prison,  to  refuse  his 
broiher  the  privilege  which  he  sought  of  paying;  the  fine,  hecause,  as 
he  said,  he  wished  to  go  to  Prison  to  learn  sjine  tilings,  which  he 
coiild  learn  uowuere  else. 

The  Art  op  Picking  Locks. — A  younpr  convict  from  tlie  country 
has  io  learn,  in  a  few  days  after  Jie  has  join eu  his  tutors  in  wickedness, 
tiuit  a  lock  and  key  are  no  more  to  be  considered  as  security  aj^ainst 
thcves.  A  convict  from  that  Prison  offered,  if  any  man  would  give 
liini  the  impression  of  a  key  hole  on  a  piece  of  wax,  to  furnish  a  key 
ia  tv.enty-four  hours  which  would  unlock  t!ie  door.  No  such  im- 
pression was  furnished  for  him,  nor  had  he  any  favoratble  opportunity 
to  examine  the  doors  of  the  house  in  which  he  made  the  proposal, 
and  yet  he  furnished  a  single  key  which  unlocks  eight  doors  in  that 
bouse. 

The  clerk  of  the  Prison  states,  that  Marshal  Prince,  formerly  of 
Bo5ton,  lost  the  key  of  his  iron  chest,  and  after  trying  in  vain  a  great 
many  keys,  and  a  great  many  smiths  to  get  it  open,  he  carried  it  to  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown,  where  it  was  opened  before  he  had  scarcely 
time  to  look  about  him. 

Mr.  Harris,  the  superintendent,  lias  had  in  his  possession  a  great 
rariety  of  keys,  and  single  keys  with  a  great  variety  of  variations, 
taken  from  the  convicts,  which  would  open  the  greater  part  of  tlie  stock 
locks  to  which  they  might  be  applied.  In  the  general  search  of  the 
Prison  already  mentioned,  and  frequently  at  other  times,  keys  of  this 
kind  have  been  found.  The  priaciple  of  the  key  is  peculiar ;  which 
gives  it  the  name  skeleton  key.  The  pod  of  the  key  is  very  open, 
80  that  it  may  avoid  the  wards  of  the  lock ;  and  it  is  so  made  that  it 
may  be  removed  from  the  stem,  and  another  one,  either  wider  or 
deeper,  inserted.  Connected  with  one  stem  are  often  found  20  or 
30  variations,  so  that,  by  taking  out  one  and  inserting  another,  almost 
any  lock  of  common  construction  may  be  opened.  On  a  convict,  who 
was  expecting  soon  to  obtain  a  pardon,  a  complete  set  of  these  keys 
was  found,  with  which  he  had  lumished  himself,  either  as  a  conve- 
nience in  the  pursuit  of  his  ordinary  business,  or  as  the  means  of  get- 
ting access  to  his  neighbor's  ivealth.  This  convict  is  since  discharged 
OQ  condition  that  he  would  leave  tlie  country ;  and  it  is  understood 
that  he  is  now  in  South  America :  a  precious  gift  to  these  new  Re- 
publics ! 

The  art  of  making  this  key  is  not  only  understood,  but  the  art  of  so 
tJtering  small  keys,  that  a  small  parcel  of  them  will  open  a  vast  majori- 
ty of  all  the  trunks,  chests,  drawers,  desks,  bureaus,  in  a  large  city. 
The  success  in  this  art  is  so  certain,  that  a  merchant,  living  ia  State 
street,  Boston,  testiHes  that  the  large  building  of  many  apartments,  in 
'which  he  has  a  countiiig  room,  was  opened  within  four  months  tliree 
times,  and  every  door,  desk,  and  drawer  in  it  unlocked,  by  thieves, 
aod  the  papers  scattered  in  all  directions. 

Whether  the  Prison  in  Chariestown  contributes  at  all  to  the  accom- 
plishment oi  these  midnight  robbers,  may  be  inferred  not  only  from 
fccts  already  stated,  but  by  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  Pri- 
md;  by  which  it  appears,  that  a  great  number  of  convicts,  who  have 
been  several  times  in  this  Prison,  were  arrested  and  condemned  for 
their  first  offence  in  the  country  ;  but,  soon  after  theur  discharge,  they 
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were  detected  in  the  peipetration  of  villany  in  Boston.  In  regard  to 
Henry  Wood,  from  Acton,  who  was  five  times  committed,  all  the  con- 
victions except  the  first  were  in  Boston.  John  Williams,  from  the 
West  Indies,  who  has  been  four  times  committed,  was  convicted  each 
tupe  in  Boston  or  Cambridge.  Charles  Adams,  four  times  committed, 
all  his  convictions,  except  3ie  first,  in  Boston.  Betty  Cook,  five  times 
committed,  all  her  convictions  in  Boston.  James  Chipman,  from  Cape 
Ann,  five  times  committed,  all  his  convictions,  except  the  fiast,  in  Bos- 
ton. This  is  but  a  specimen  from  the  records  of  the  Prison  of  the. 
sufferings  in  Boston,  and  of  the  depredations  upon  its  citizens  from 
the  Prison  at  Chariestown. 

Picking  Pockets. — ^This  is  an  art,  too,  taught  in  Penitentiaries, 
which  has  its  appropriate  instruments,  its  technical  terms,  its  success- 
ful mode  of  operation,  all  easily  learned  by  apt  scholars  from  good 
teachers.  The  instruments  are  forceps,  to  insert  in  long  and  narrow 
pockets,  and  an  extremely  thin,  keen  knife,  to  cut  through  coats  and 
pockets  without  moving  them.  The  technical  terms  apply  to  the 
watch  and  pocket  book,  tlie  pantaloons  and  waistcoat,  the  person 
who  is  to  take  the  pocket  book  or  watch,  and 'the  person  who  is  to 
detain  the  gentleman  from  whom  it  is  to  be  taken.  The  mode  of 
operation  is  learned  by  practice  in  Prison,  where  the  convicts  steal 
from  each  other,  and  where  they  practise  the  art  by  way  of  experi- 
ment merely,  and  where  instances  Lave  occurred  of  success  in  stealing 
the  pocket  books  of  visitors.  Three  instances  of  this  kind,  at  least, 
have  occurred  at  Chariestown ;  one  on  a  man  who  went  into  the  yard 
to  sell  fish  to  the  Commissary,  and  two  others.  The  testimony  con- 
cerning these  three  men  was  furnished  by  the  clerk,  and  that  concern- 
ing the  instruments,  language,  and  mode  of  operation,  by  men  whose 
testimony  in  regard  to  this  thing  has  been  of  great  service  to  the 
community. 

7.  Unnahtral  Crime* — There  is  evidence  from  directors,  keepers, 
and  convicts,  of  the  existence,  to  a  melancholy  degree,  of  (his  abomina- 
tion in  Prisons.  It  has  been  said  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  has  bestowed  great  labor  in  the  examination  of  testimo- 
ny on  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  who,  with  great  magnanimity,  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  stating  the  results  of  this  examination,  that 
"a  horrible  offence  is  here  committed  between  wretches,  who  are 
alike  destitute  of  moral  sentimeRt,  and  without  the  reach  of  physical 
restraint.  Nature  and  humanity  cry  aloud  for  redemption  from  this 
dreadful  degradation.  Better  even  that  the  laws  were  written  in 
blood,  than  that  they  should  be  executed  in  sin." 

The  Commissioners  of  l!ie  Coinicrticut  Legislature,  also,  having  de- 
voted much  time  to  a  pativnt  csamination  of  the  evidence  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  say,  "  that  m  some  of  cur  Penitentiaries,  if  not  all,  in 
which  tlie  convicts  are  pltv,-od  in  lart^e  numbers  together  in  the  cells, 
the  crime  of  sodomy  has  hfjvn  pen>etrated,  in  numerous  instances,  with 
entire  shamelessness  and  notoriety."  "  If  that  unnatural  crime  is  ever 
perpetrated,  we  should  look  for  ii^  commission  among  men  shut  up 
from  all  the  enjoyments  cf  society;  among  hoary  headed  convicts, 
condemned  to  long  impris'  iin^^ent,  and  whose  passions  and  principles 
have  been  corrupted  and  Jc -jjraded  to  the  lowest  point  of  debasement, 
and  who  are  at  night,  in  nvi:nber3  from  four  to  thirty-two  persons^ 
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locked  together  in  cells  which  are  not  su!>joct  to  olficial  inspec- 
tion." 

A  letter  has  been  prepared  on  this  sabj.ect,  and  sent  as  a  circular  to 
men  in  authorky,  with  the  expectatio'i  of  rousing  their  indi:;nation  and 
strength,  till  Pr.sioiis  sh;ill  be  so  con.sir«K!ted  aiul  ri:aiia^;tttJ,  that  this 
foul  abuse  can  no  longer  exist  in  them.  The  ut'taii  of  testimony  in 
this  letter  is  too  horriljie  to  be  exhibited  more  pubiiirly. 

S.  Conibiuatiutui  agai/ist  Society, — An  accoixijiibiicd  ibrcip^ner,  a  few 
years  since,  came  to  this  country  through  Caniida,  aud  was  urrested  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  York  for  passing  counterfeit  money.  He  was 
condemned  to  the  New  Jersey  Pristm,  at  Lamberton,  where  he  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  a  young  convict,  from  v/hom  lie  received  infor- 
mation, that  a  family,  living  ia  a  very  relirei  situation,  about  four 
Kules  from  Newark,  was  wealthy,  and  always  had  money  on  hand. 
Immediately  after  he  was  discharged  from  Prison,  he  went,  in  compa- 
Bj  with  an  Irishman,  fo  the  place  described.  He  was  dressed  like  a 
gentleman,  and,  when  he  came  to  the  house,  he  found  the  man  and 
his  hired  servant  at  home.  He  stated  his  name,  residence,  and  ob- 
ject in  calling,  which  was  to  borrow  money  on  good  security.  The 
honest  citizen,  either  suspecting  the  stranger,  or  choosing  to  loan 
money  to  an  acquaintance,  stated  that  he  had  no  money  to  loan  him. 
After  viewing  the  premises  carefully,  he  left  the  house,  and  concealed 
himself  in  a  thicket  not  far  distant,  till  the  man  and  his  hired  servant 
had  gone  some  distance  from  home.  As  soon  as  he  thought  it  safe  to 
return,  he  entered  the  house,  seized  the  wife,  who  was  the  only  per- 
son there,  filled  her  mouth,  so  that  she  could  make  no  noise,  bound 
her  arms,  beat  her  head  till  she  was  senseless,  rifled  the  chest,  found 
between  three  and  four  hundred  dollars,  and  made  his  escape.  About 
six  months  after,  he  was  arrested  in  New  York,  recognised  by  the 
woman  on  whom  the  violence  was  committed,  and  condemned  to  the 
Prison  at  Lamberton  a  second  time,  for  1 1  years.  He  is  now  in  that 
Prison,  and  appears  like  a  prince  among  the  prisoners,  to  whom  he 
may  give,  or  from  whom  he  may  receive,  information  as  the  basis  of 
fatnre  proceedings. 

A  similar  case  is  mentioned  in  the  following  manner,  by  a  person 
vfao  was  acquainted  ^ith  the  circumstances.  Concerning  this  case, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  state,  that  "  they 
were  informed,  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  robbery  and  murder  of  the  late  Mr.  Gould, 
of  Stoneham,  was  concerted  in  the  shoe  shop  of  that  Prison."  A  con- 
vict confined  in  Prison  was  acquainted  very  particularly  in  Stone- 
hun,  and  to  the  immense  stock  of  good  chances  for  villany,  which 
are  known  in  that  place,  he  contributed  as  one  item  of  his  share,  that 
the  family  of  <jrould  lived  rather  retired,  had  about  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  cash  by  them,  and  such  other  information  as  the  case  required. 
F<mr  prisoners,  discharged  nearly  at  the  same'  time,  robbed  and  mur- 
dered said  Gould.  More  than  a  dozen  stanch  prisoners  knew  of  the 
deed  which  had  been  contemplated,  and  could  name  erery  individual 
etmeemed.  Two  of  the  wretches  were  apprehended ;  Daniels  hung 
himself  in  Prison,  and  Phillips,  after  one  or  two  trials,  was  discharged 
for  want  of  sufficient  evidence.  The  next  morning  after  this  murder, 
tbe  clerk  of  the  Prison  said,  wkhin  hearing  of  one  of  the  convi<*.ts, 

6* 
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"Mr.  Gould,  of  Stonehara,  ur.s  murdered  last  night"  The  convict 
r'^piied  immediately,  1  kuow  who  murdered  him,  lor  I  heard  such  a 
prisoiier  suy,  bcloie  lie  v,  as  dlsclirr^ed,  ''  a  dead  dog  can't  bark." 

9.  I.nprUojvncfit  of  Vouch  and  Children. — The  following  table  shows 

liie  proj>'jriioii,  in  di.icreht  IVL-nis,  under  21  years  of  age. 

Whule  A'o.  JVtf.  «iirf*r  21  yftfr*.       Propcrtipn. 

In  luaine,  116  22  1  to  6 

"  New  Hampsliire,  253  47  1  to  5 

"   Vermont,  634  75  1  to  '7 

At  Auburp,  whole  term,  ^C  T  148  1  to  6 

In  Richmond,  Vir.  2U1  30  1  to  7 

From  tlic  ahove  table  it  appears,  tliat  the  proportion  of  those  com- 
mitted to  Prison  under  21  years  of  age,  in  all  die  prisons  mentionedl, 
is  one-seventh  part  at  least,  and  in  some  much  more.  It  is  sufBcient- 
ly  apparent,  from  the  disclosure  of  the  vices  existing  in  Prisons,  how 
great  is  the  evil  of  bringing  so  great  a  proportion  of  young  offenders 
within  the  corrupting  iniiuence  of  this  wretched  community.  About 
three  hundred  youth  arc  continually  in  a  course  of  education  in  these 
high  schools  of  iniquity. 

The  evil  is  not  only  apparent  from  the  great  proportion  under  21 
years  of  age,  but  from  the  tender  years  of  a  considerable  proportion  of 
this  number.  .  Children  have  been  found  in  some  of  our  Prisons  under 
twelve  years  of  age,  vi?ho  have  been  many  months,  and  some  of  them 
more  than  a  year,  intimately  associated  with  the  most  profligate  and  vile 
of  the  human  race.  The  loathsome  skin,  the  distorted  featuri;s,  tlie 
unnatural  eyca  of  some  of  these  boys,  indicate,  with  a  clearness  not  to 
he  misapprehended,  the  existence  of  unutterable  abominations,  which 
it  were  better  for  the  world  if  they  had  been  foreseen  and  avoid- 
ed. The  greatness  of  the  evil,  if  there  is  no  injustice  and  criminality 
in  it,  of  placing  a  child,  and  confming  him  there  with  strong  bolts  and 
bars,  among  a  den  of  thieves,  where  he  may  be  subject  to  any  violence, 
and  not  be  permitted  to  enter  a  complaint  without  the  hazard-  of  his^ 
life,  has  surely  not  been  sufficiently  contemplated.  A  caae  has  been 
disclosed,  as  an  illustration  of  tliia  remark,  which  would  be  sufficient, 
if  there  was  no  other,  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  world.  But 
when  w^  remember,  that  hundreds  have  been,  and  are  now  cou- 
tinually  exposed  to  the  same  treatment,  in  these  places  of  darkness, 
without  the  possibility  of  having  even  their  complaint  reach  the  ears 
of  any  except  those  who  would  rather  put  them  to  death  than  have 
their  own  guilt  exposed,  it  presents  an  argument,  in  favor  of  houses  of 
Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  we  are  confident  will  not  be 
unheeded. 

10.  Imprisomnent  of  Lunatics, — According  to  the  last  census,  there 
were  tliirty  lunatics  in  Jail,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  lunatic 
mentioned,  in  the  last  Report  of  this  Society,  as  having  been  seen  in 
a  wretched  condition  in  one  of  the  Prisons  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
is  since  dead,  and  a  coroner's  inquest  held  over  his  body  declares^ 
that  his  death  was  in  consequence  of  sufferings  he  endured' in  Prisou 
from  cold  and  nakedness. 

The  instance  has  occurred  in  which  a  young  clergyman,  who  was 
educated  at  one  of  our  most  respectable  Theological  Seminaries,  be- 
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t&ate  deranged^  and  was  fouud,  by  his  friends^  imprisoned  in  Bride- 
well, New  Yoik,  in  the  common  receptacle,  hereafter  described,  of 
misfortune,  disease,  and  guilt  As  soon  as  the  keeper  knc./  who  his 
friends  were,  information  concerning  him  w^  communicated,  and 
&s  iioon  as  his  friends  knew  that  he  was  there,  they  procured  his 
release. 

In  Massachusetts,  by  an  examination  made  with  care^  about  thirty 
lunatics  have  been  found  in  Prison.  In  one  Prison  were  found  three; 
in  another,  five ;  in  another,  six  ;  and  in  another,  ten.  It  is  a  source 
'  of  ppreat  complaint,  with  the  sheriffs  and  jailers,  that  they  must  receive 
such  persons;  because  they  have  no  suitable  accommodations  for 
them.  Of  those  last  mentioned,  one  was  found  in  an  apartment  in 
which  he  had  been  nine  years.  He  had  a  wreath  of  rags  round  his 
body,  and  another  round  his  neck.  This  was  all  his  clothing.  He 
hid  no  bed,  chair,  or  bench.  Two  or  three  rough  plank  were  strowed 
arcmnd  the  room  :  a  heap  of  filthy  straw,  like  the  *  nest  of  swine,  was 
m  the  comer.  He  had  built  a  ^Ird's  nest  of  mud  in  the  iron  grate  of 
his  den.  Connected  with  his  wretched  apartment  was  a  dark  dun- 
geon, having  no  orifice  for  the  admission  of  light,  heat,  or  air,  except 
the  iron  door,  about  2^  feet  square,  opening  into  it  from  his  Prison.' 
The  wretched  lunatic  was  indulging  some  delusive  expectations  of  be- 
in^  soon  released  from  this  wretched  abode. 

The  other  lunatics  in  the  same  Prison  were  scattered  about,  in  dif- 
ferent apartments,  with  thieves  and  murderers,  and  persons  under 
nrrest,  but  not  yet  convicted  of  guilt  In  this  Prison  it  would  seem 
difiicult,  with  tne  same  number  of  apartments,  and  the  same  number 
and  variety  of  offenders  and  offences,  to  make  a  more  indiscriminate 
and  improper  distribution. 

In  the  Prison  of  five  lunatics,  they  were  confined  in  separate  cells, 
whiefa  were  almost  dark  dungeons.  It  was  difficult,  after  the  door 
was  open,  to  see  them  distinctly.  The  ventilation  was  so  incomplete, 
that  more  than  one  person  on  entering  them  has  found  the  air  so  fetid 
ts  to  produce  nauseousness,  and  almost  vomiting.  The  old  straw  on 
which  they  were  laid,  and.  their  filthy  garments,  were  such  as  to  mak^ 
tb^r  insanity  more  hopeless ;  and  at  one  time  it  was  not  considered 
within  the  province  of  the  physician's  department  to  examine  particu- 
larly the  condition  of  the  lunatics.  In  these  circumstances,  any  im- 
provement of  their  minds  could  hardly  be  expected.  Instead  of  hav- 
ing three  out  of  four  restored  to  reason,  as  is  the  fact  in  some  of  the 
fiTored  Lunatic  Asylums,  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  in  these  circum- 
stances, some,  who  might  otherwise  be  restored,  would  beccme  incu- 
rable, and  that  others  might  lose  their  lives,  to  say  nothing  of  present 
suffering.  * 

In  the  Prison,  in  which  were  six  lunatics,  their  condition  was  less 
wretched ;  but  they  were  sometimes  an  annoyance,  and  sometimes  a 
spoTt  to  the  convicts ;  and  even  the  apartfnent,  in  which  the  females 
were  confined,  opened  into  the  yard  of  the  men,  and  there  was  an 
iapirious  interchange  of  obscenity  and  profaneness  between  them, 
which  was  not  restrained  by  the  presence  of  the  keeper. 

In  the  Prison,  or  Houee  of  Correction,  so  called,  in  which  w*»re  ten 
hmatics,  two  were  found,  about  seventy  years  of  atce,  n  ix^&l^^  &nd 
female,  is  the  same  s^rtment  of  an  upper  story.    The  female  was 
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lying  oil  a  beap  of  straw,  under  a  broken  window.  Tbe  snow,  in  a 
se\ere  storm,  was  beating  through  the  window,  and  lay  upon  the 
straw  around  her  withered  body,  which  was  partially  covered  with  a 
few  tiltliy  and  tattered  garments.  The  man  was  lying  in  a  corner  of 
the  room  i|i  a  similar  situation,  except  that  he  was  less  exposed  to  the 
storm.  The  former  had  been  in  this  apartment  six,  and  the  latter 
twh^nty-one  years.  Such  are  the  minutes  taken  from  the  keeper's  tes- 
timony, in  February,  1827. 

Another  lunatic,  in  the  same  Prison,  was  found  in  a  plank  apart- 
ment of  the  first  story,  where  he  had  been  eight  years.  During  this 
time,  he  had  never  left  the  room  but  twice.  The  door  of  this  apart^ 
.ment  had  not  been  opened  in  eighteen  months.  The  food  was  fur- 
nished through  a  small  orifice  in  the  door.  The  room  was  warmed 
by  no  fire ;  and  still  the  woman  of  the  house  said  he  ^'  had  never 
froze."  As  he  was  seen  through  the  orifice  in  the  door,  the  first 
question  was,  is  that  a  human  being  ?  The  hair  was  gone  from  one 
side  of  his  head,  and  his  eyes  were  like  balls  of  fire. 

In  the  cellar  of  the  same  Prison  were  five  lunatics.  The  windows 
of  tliis  cellar  were  no  defence  against  the  storm,  and,  as  might  be  sup* 
posed,  the  woman  of  the  house  said, ''  we  have  a  sight  to  do  to  keep 
them  from  freezing, ^^  There  was  no  fire  in  this  cellar,  which  could  be 
felt  by  four  of  the  lunatics.  One  of  the  five  had  a  little  fire  of  turf  in 
an  apartment  of  the  cellar  by  herself.  She  was,  however,  infuriate 
if  any  other  came  near  her.  This  woman  was  committed  to  this  cel- 
lar seventeen  years  ago. 

The  whole  cellar  is  55  by  33  feet,  and  in  it  are  five  apartments,  be- 
sides the  space  between  them  and  the  one  already  described.  These 
apartments  are  about  6  feet  by  8.  They  are  made  ^  coarse  plank, 
and  have  an  orifice  in  the  door  for  the  admission  of  light  and  air,  about 
6  inches  by  4.  The  darkness  was  such,  in  two  of  these  apartments, 
that  nothing  could  be  seen  by  looking  through  the  orifice  in  the  door. 
At  the  same  time  there  was  a  poor  lunatic  in  each.  A  man,  who  has 
grown  old,  was  committed  to  one  of  them  in  1810,  and  had  lived  in  it 
seventeen  years.  The  cracks  of  the  door,  as  we  opened  it,  were 
stuffed  witli  hay  or  grass  on  the  inside,  to  secure  it  against  the  cold. 
When  the  door  was  opened,  and  we  entered  the  dungeon,  he  could 
be  indistinctly  seen  in  his  cold  and  filthy  bed.  He  said,  however, 
that  he  was  not  sick  or  uncomfortable,  and  he  appeared  cheerfi^. 

An  emaciated  female  was  found  in  a  similar  apartment,  in  the  dark, 
without  fire,  almost  without  covering,  where  she  had  been  nearly 
two  years. 

A  colored  woman  in  another,  in  which  she  had  been  six  years ; 
and  a  miserable  man  in  another,  in  which  he  had  been  four  years. 

Amidst  all  this  >vretchedness,  it  was  some  consolation  to  learn,  that 
sickness  and  death  had  been  rare  :  a  fact  almost  as  incredible  as  the 
testimony  of  the  senses  concerning  the  various  scenes  already  de- 
scribed. 

Besides  the  lunatics  here  mentioned,  others  have  been  found  in 
Jail,  in  different  parts  of  tbe  country,  and  considerable  efifort  has  been 
made  tor  obtain  data  from  which  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of  lu- 
natics in  Jail  in  the  United  States :  by  which  it  appears,  that  the 
number,  in  all  probability,  exceeds  thrbe  hundred. 
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11.  Mcrtality  in  the  Prisons  in  New  York  aiid  Philadelphia, — In  the 
State  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  the  average  number  of  convicts  for 
nineteen  years,  from  1805  to  1823,  inclusive,  was  520 ;  the  average 
nomber  of  deaths  28,  i.  e.  1  to  18,  or  6  per  cent. 

In  the  Penitentiary,  at  Beilevue,  on  the  East  River,  near  New 
York,  a  fatal  jail  fever  has  raged  twice  within  three  years.  This  has 
been  introdnced  from  Bridewell,  where  the  patients,  before  they  wero 
removed,  'were  suffered  to  remain  in  a  room  \vith  a  large  number  of 
other  convicts  who  were  committed  for  trial.  This  wretched  apart- 
ment in  Bridewell  is  the  common  receptacle  of  all  the  males  who 
ue  committed  to  that  Prison,  and  has  contained  at  one  time',  in  a  com- 
mon mass  of  drunkenness,  lasciviousness,  obscenity,  madness,  filth, 
lanacy,  and  fever,  90  persons.  Whether  the  jail  fever  was  begotten 
in  this  common  mass  of  putrefaction,  or  whether  it  was  introduced 
from  the  city,  is  a  point  concerning  which  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion.  That  Bridewell,  however,  is  a  public  nuisance,  within  twen- 
ty rods  of  the  City  Hall,  in  a  city  which  is,  in  many  respects,  the 
pride  of  our  country,  is  a  declaration  often  heard  from  the  respectable 
citizens,  and,  as  such,  was  presented  many  years  since  by  a  Grand 
Jury :  and  still  there  it  is.  In  the  fever  which  was  introduced  to  this 
Penitentiary  from  Bridewell,  two  years  since,  the  keeper  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary, and  Mr.  Belden,  an  invaluable  teacher  in  the  Lancasterian 
scbool,  connected  with  the  Alms  House,  lost  their  lives.  Mr.  Belden 
fdl  a  sacrifice  to  his  voluntary  and  humane  attentions  to  the  sick  in 
Prison.  It  was  no  part  of  his  official  duty  to  visit  them,  or  to  go  near 
them  ;  but  his  noble  Christian  feeling  carried  him,  as  an  angel  of 
mercy,  to  administer  to  their  necessities,  and  the  sequel  we  have 
already  learnt  It  is  believed  that  a  physician,  also,  at  the  same  time 
lost  his  life. 

In  the  sickness  of  the  present  season,  introduced  to  the  same  estab- 
lishment in  the  same  manner  from  Bridewell,  one  of  the  physicians 
w«s  dangerously  sick  in  March ;  but  it  is  not  known  to  us  whether  he 
died.     If  it  is  proper  to'  arrest  men,  of  whom  many  are  discharged 
torn  Bridewell  without  being  found  guilty,  and  thrust  them  into  a 
common  receptacle  of  filth,  where  they  are  exposed  to  the  dreadful 
eontagion  of  a  jail  fever ;  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  sickness  and  death 
of  valuable  public  officers  will  cause  Bridewell  to  be  removed ;  so 
that  it  shall  no  longer  remain  a  pest  house.     When  the  Secretary  of 
tht^  Society  visited  Bridewell,  this  season,  he  was  told  it  would  not 
be  safe  to  risk  his  life,  even  for  a  few  moments,  in  the  room  in 
vhich  most  of  the  persons  committed  were  immediately  confined  by 
twenties. 

The  number  of  persons  committed,  annually,  to  this  wretched  Pri- 
WB,  was  stated  in  a  public  meeting,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  former- 
H  Ae  Mayor  of  the  city,  to  be  about  2000  :  of  whom,  the  same  gen- 
^eman  stated,  about  three  fourths  were  found  not  guilty,  and  dis- 
<^luq^.  The  Prison,  concerning  which  these  facts  are  stated,  is  in 
8^  of  most  of  the  offices  of  benevolence  and  justice  in  the  city  of 
New  York-  We  wish  all  benevolent  institutions  a  hundred  fold 
greater  prosperity  than  they  ever  enjoyed,  and  we  rejoice  in  the 
powerful  combinations,  which  have  been  formed  in  this  country  to 
promote  them  ;   for,  besides  the  good  which  they  will  accomplish,  it 
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indicates  a  public  mind  which  will  not  disrcjr.rt!,  dtcr  it  is  seen,  so 
great  a  nuii»ance,  such  an  utter  abominat^jn  as  iJri.itwen. 

In  the  Old  County  PrKon,  in  PhiliidLlpIiia,  it  is  M-ttd,  that  tV 
deotlis  the  last  year  in  the  female  dcjannitnt  were  r.bout  13  per 
(tilt.;  that  boys  had  been  confined  in  llic  hojpital,  dis^eased  in  a 
ilTK-'^'.Ui]  manner  from  a  cause  which  may  not  be  nauieJ  ;  ai>d,  if  th 
it.'sJirnotiy  of  the  keepers  is  to  be  believed,  st  ine  lives  l:;.ve  been  I -^c 
in  I  Lis  Prison  from  the  same  cause.  The  av^.r.  <:e  niii; '.  er  of  tiiiith- 
i.i  lli(?  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  for  six  Mars,  Lav  bitr.  r.'.ore  thaiuio 
<i\i  tf  GOO — or  more  than  G  percent.  We  have  r.o  tuart  for  coin- 
liii'iit  on  these  facts.  We  need  only  show  that  there  is  no  ncce "jty 
for  *:jch  disease  and  dreadful  mortality  in  Piisons. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  as  late  as  August  last,  there  had  not  hvcu  a 
death  from  a  natural  cause  since  the  Prison  was  or2:anized,  tliou  ' 
the  average  number  of  convicts  exceeded  50,  and  the  Prison  had  I.h  cii 
or^vuiized  nearly  three  years. 

In  the  Vermont  Prison,  there  have  been  seven  years,  in  v.i.'cl;, 
while  the  average  number  of  prisoners  was  108,  there  were  only  i^i*; 
deaths. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison  the  deaths  in  nine  years  were  oi^ly  a^ 
1  to  49,  or  about  2  per  cent 

In  the  Youth's  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  there  h?^  nnt  }'oct,  cv.' 
dea ill  from  a  natural  cause  since  it  was  organized  in  January,  1  ^- "  - 
though  the  number  of  inmates  has  been  constantly  increasing,  till  thv^y 
are  in  number  more  than  160. 

In  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  during  the  year  from  December  1^23  to 
December  1824,  the  number  of  convicts  being,  at  the  commencement 
of  tills  period,  310,  and  at  the  close  346,  the  deaths  were  only  two. 
In  siv  years,  from  1817  to  December  1823,  the  number  of  convi/ls 
exceeding,  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  310,  the  whole  num- 
lir(»f  deaths  was  tliirt}\  The  Commissioners,  in  xImay  last  report, 
ftate,  that  a  distinguished  and  venerable  physician,  from  a  neighborinji 
State,  visited  the  hospital  with  them,  and  saw  all  the  prisoners  from 
tlie  shops  pass  in  review  before  them,  and  then  declared,  without  anj 
rosorve,  that  their  health  exceeded  that  of  the  country  at  large. 

In  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  the  deaths  in  twenty-seycn  years,  the 
average  number  of  convicts  being  70,  was  thirty-two,  or  less  than  5 
per  cent. 

12.  Causes  of  Crime ;  viz.  Ijttrjjiperancej  Counterfeit  Money,  ow 
Cf I 'r racier  of  the  Colored  Pnjndation, 

\sT\A\vvAK\scr.. — The  superintendent  of  the  Alms  House  and  Fern 
"'*''.' ::iry  in  Now  York,  expresses  an  opinion,  that  nine  tenths  who  ar 
]  :.."".ht  to  that  establishment  are  brought  there  in  consequence  of  i'- 
teniporancc. 

1'he  keeper  of  the  Jnil  and  House  of  Correction  in  Boston,  ex 
presses  an  opinion,  that  three  fourths  who  are  brought  to  that  place 
are  brought  there  in  con-^eqnence  of  the  same  vice. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Pauperism  in  New  York,  sa] 
this  may  be  considered  the  most  productive  source  of  human  wretcl 
edness,  in  all  its  complicated  forms. 

It  has  been  computed,  recently,  that  the  number  of  drunkards  i 
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die  United  State<<  is  one  hundred  thousand,  and  the  numher  of  deaths, 
snouallj,  ten  thousand. 

The  following  list  of  subjects  from  one  of  our  Prisons  will  give  a 
dreadful  specimen  of  the  iron  teeth  and  jaws  of  this  hundred-headed 
monster.  It  exhibits  the  name,  time  of  commitment,  time  of  dis- 
cbarge, time  at  liberty,  of  a  select  number  of  subjects,  who  were  all 
cooimitted  to  the  House  of  Correction,  in  Boston,  in  every  iustanee 
kf  intemperance.  It  is  presented  only  as  a  specimen  from  the  re- 
cords. 

MALES. 


XtMi.     C^mwuiUd,  Ditchorftd,  Jit  liberty. 

a  A.    Fab.    1825.  April.  1025.  5  mo. 

8»L  1825.  BAbt.  I&26.  24bours. 

Mar.    18%.  Apnl.18^.  4  mo. 

Aa?.   18^.  Feb.    18^7.  2  days. 

1^.    1827.  April,  1827. 

P.C     Jan.    1834.  May,  1824.  53  days. 

Juna,  ISM.  IVc.    1824.  123  days. 

May,  1825.  Nov.    1825..      1  day. 

Nov.   1825.  May,  1&£6.  8  mo. 
Jan.     1827. 


G.C.    Feb.    1824.  May,  1824. 

Jan.     1826.  May,  1826. 

Jone,  1826.  July,  I82G. 
Jan.    1827. 


?.C.  Mar,  182t. 
Aog^.  I8il. 
0ec.  1825. 
April,  1827. 

^L.    Ou.  1821. 

Jao.  1825. 

Feb.  1825. 

Oct.  1825. 

Jaa.  ]82<;. 

A^il,  1825. 

JuIt,  ltf:6. 

Ailjr.  ISJo. 

yyL     Jdiv,  1826. 

Oci.   jfijr;. 

Nov.    ISCT,. 

Hay,  lan. 

T  D    Nov.    182:3.  Jan.     1824. 

Jan.     IS-it.  Mar.    182^k 

F«6.    1825.  April,  1825. 
ApriJ,  1327. 

rlS,    IVc.  1823.  Jan.     1824. 

lalv,  1825.  Jan.     182G. 

Jan.  1826.  April,  1826. 

Ocu  1826. 


June,  1824. 
Oct.  1821. 
June,  1825. 


Oct  1824. 

Jan.  1825. 

Auf.  1825. 

Nov.  1825. 

April,  1826. 

Julv,  Itf^. 

Aug.  1826. 


Auff.  1826, 
Nov.  1826. 
3Iar.    1827. 


20  mo. 
9  days. 
6  ma 


38  days. 
14  mo. 
22  mo. 


83  days. 

21  days. 

2  mo. 

2  mo. 
1  i\^y. 

3  days. 
17  days. 


2  mo. 
4  days. 
45  day's. 


5da3rs. 
11  mo. 
'2yw. 


18  mo. 
13  days. 
6  mo. 


Jfame. 
W.H. 

J.T. 


J.  P. 


S.S. 


R.W. 


M.  G. 


P.N. 


T.P. 


D.  L. 


CommiUed. 
Oct.     1825. 
Feb.    1827. 

Jan.  1821. 
Jan.  1825. 
Feb.  1826. 
June,  1826. 
Jan.    1827. 

Nov.  1823. 

Jan.  1824. 

Sept.  1821. 

Feb.  18*25. 

July,  1825. 

Feb.  1826. 

Nov.  1826. 

Dec.  1824. 
July,  1825. 
Nov.  1825. 
Feb.  1826. 
May,  1826. 
Aug.  18:6. 

Aug.  182.5. 
Sept.  1825. 
April,  I82.'*>. 
Nov.    Ib^. 

Dec.  1826. 
April,  1827. 

Aug.  1825. 
April,  18*2f;. 
Aug.   1826. 

Oct.  18'24. 
Feb.  18'23. 
Sept.  1826. 

May,  1821.. 
Ang.  182i. 
July,  18*25. 
Jan.  ll{2(J. 
Feb.    1827. 


DUckargtd.    At  libertf. 
Nov.    1825.      17  mo. 


Feb.  1824. 
April,  1825. 
Feb.  1826. 
Dec.  1826. 
Mar.    1827. 

Dec.  1823. 
April,  1824. 

Jan.  1825. 

May,  1825. 

Jan.  1826. 

May,  1826. 

May,  1827. 

Jan.  1825. 

Nov.  1825. 

Dec.  1825. 

May,  1826. 

Aug.  1826. 

Feb.  1827. 

SepL  1825. 
Jan.  1826. 
CVu  1826. 
May,  1827. 


Feb.  1825. 
Aug.  1826. 
Feb.    1827. 

Dec.  1824. 
April,  1826. 


Aug.  1824. 

Nov.  1824. 

Nov.  1825. 

f\ar^  182/;. 

Mar.  1827. 


11  mo. 
11  mo. 

4  mo. 

1  mo. 


44  days. 

5  mo. 
20  days. 

114  days. 
19  days. 

6  mo. 


6  mo. 
15  days. 
70  days. 

4  days. 

4  days. 


5  days. 
72  days. 
27  days. 


Jau.     1827.       2  mo. 
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days. 
27  da\'8. 


2  mo. 


10  da>3. 
8  mo. 
2  mo. 


FEMALES. 


'"  W.  Jnlv,  182*.  Jao.     1825.  4  mo. 

Jme,  1825.  Dec.    1825.  7  mo. 

Joiv,  iSiG.  Jan.     1827.  4  mo. 

Uiy,  1627. 

31 S.    F^.  Ifl24u  April,  1^24.  5  mo. 

8epL  1£U.  Jaa.     1825.  5  mo. 


M.  S. 


June,  1325. 
Jan.  1826. 
Sept.  1(J26. 
April,  1827. 


May, 
Nov. 


1R24. 
1824. 


July,  182.5. 
May,  1826. 
Mur.    1827. 


Sept.  1824. 
Feb.    1825. 


6  mo. 

4  mo. 

ID  day*. 


S3dayi. 
7nio. 
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Jfame, 


O.B. 


CmtmiUed. 
Sept.   IRia. 

Aujf.   LS-W. 
April,  1827. 

S^pt.  1825. 

May,  1S27. 


M.  R.    Sept.  1825. 

Ajujs:.   }i5i6, 

•    April,  1^7. 


a  G. 


M.C 


A.  L. 


JiiM»  1824. 
<)cL  1826. 
Dec.   1626. 

Dee.    1821. 

AfM-iK  um. 

June,  18i5. 
April,  }n2iu 
>'ov.  IB-iiK 
May,  1827. 

Sci>l.  1824. 
Oci.  182t. 
Jan.    laio. 


DiKharged. 

Dec.  Iii25. 
J\iii«,  Iff26. 
Feb.    1827. 


Sepl.  1C2.1. 
Mar.   iU2;. 


Nov.   lai'.-j. 

Feb.    1827. 


July,   1824. 
Aliril,  182C. 


Mar.  1S24. 

May,  1826. 

Oct.  182.5. 

May,  1827. 

Ocl.  ir' 

Dtrc.  lJ>'^i. 

April,  1}J..>. 


At  liAtrty. 
14  (lavs. 


A;  r.l,  »;J-i. 


Diaekarfei.  At  tiieHjf, 

Dec.    1825.  2  mo. 

S  pi,    r?rJ>.  2  mo. 

ia^'7.  .'^Idays, 


iMiir. 


si)  f^rt;.  1%.  I 


0  n»n. 


h  ii:ti. 


.V;iv. 


E.A, 


10. 'r;- 

G  ii«'». 
42.:r,,.T».  W. 

1 7  ii.'  v..  I 


'.'  :'  "... 


-.1 


Apr.l 
Nov. 

JtUU\ 

(M. 

jVar. 
Sepj. 
May,  1«27. 

.•-M'pt.    1823. 
;.:.ir.    1324. 

j.iiir,  Kr:i. 

Mav.  18':o. 

r.!.iv,  ik:7. 


l.'t'i).. 

VMV. 
IS.'.'). 

i:5-.(;. 

ISi7. 

i8*:i-. 

182  k 

Uri5. 
in25. 

IR2R. 
|:-.2i;. 


Nov.  1824. 

Jan.  182o. 

Nov.  1825. 

Mtiy,  182(*.. 

Mar.  lii^7. 


Nov.  1834. 

May,  1825. 

July,  1B25. 

Jan.  18S5. 

8epu  1886. 

Mot.  1827. 


Oct.  1823. 
Mar.  1824. 
Dec.    \Vt:\. 


An-^. 
Fib. 


it;r>. 


lb  days. 
*!•  mo. 

11   tK'5%>». 


oh  f!.iyx. 

2  iiio. 

L'  mo. 
1:.'  day*?. 
41  davs.. 


i>  roo. 
3  mo. 

(>  mo. 

\.'.  IWUt 

14*irjo. 


CouNTBRFEfT  MoNHv. — '.v'e  hriV(»  procuretl  the  names  of  a  great 
number  of  individuals,  i:i  .ii.l'.'.erit  parUs  c*^tlie  United  States,  who  are 
engaged  tn  this  tralfic. 

We  have  ascertained,  also,  the  great  fountain  from  which  it  is  is- 
sued ;  the  rate  for  which  it  i^  sold;,  and  the  various  arts  used  to  ciraw 
innocent  men  into  the  business. 

Wc  have  a  list  of  237  different  kinds  of  counterfeit  notes  of  the 
banks  of  18  different  States,  and  Canada.  37  in  New  York  citj ; 
43  in  other  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  22  in  New  Jersey  ; 
25  in  Connecticut ;  17  in  Rhode  Island ;  14  in  Massachusetts ;  1 1  in 
New  Hampshire;  26  in  Pennsylvania;  10  in  tlie  District  of  Cohim- 
bia ;  12  iu  Virginia;  11  in  North  Carolina;  10  in  Georgia;  and  45 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.* 

•  CcmJiHd'$  List  o/altered,  coftider/Ht,  and  apurfcug  BtaJt  ffoUt, 

MAINE.— /tCriin«^  Bank,  5%  dsted  May  1, 1818,  letter  C,  poorly  done. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— CA^«/iirf  ficmk,  6'«,  dated  Novetn»>er  6,  18J0.— Crmcorrf  B&mk, 
2'«.  dated  July  1, 1320.— e^»  Rank,  S's  aiid  5's.— fe'Trtw  Hank,  d'a.-^Orafton  Bank,  3's  and 
10's.^ Pofisr^ufh  Dank,  I's,  old  emission.— f/ntwi  Bunk,  4's  and  5'«. 

VERMONT.— Bitrlin^on  Bank,  Vs  altered  to  lO's.— Windsor  Bank,  Vs  allercdlo  3;$. 

MASSACHUSETTS.— i4fi:rir»i//»/m/  Bank  at  PiUafield,  5\  letter  A,  payable  to  If.  Barr, 

Jaiioarv  1. 1RI9.—  f'~  ^'//v  Bank  nt  PitttfirM,  lO'.s,  At«ni«i  16, 1806.  payaW«  loE.  Afx»en 

nedfnr'd  CmtK* ' .  1 '.«.  2's.  datrd'Septeinl>er  7. 1820.  6'8  and  W^.^Boatan  Bank,  b*%, 

pp. rabic  to  N.  llouo.  i.d.  il  St»plembcr  2 1,  182-1. — Oaneard  Bank,  I's.  ptavaMe  to  R(^r  V'ose. 

letier  A .  Jul  v  1 , 1 820.    lO^s. \S19.^ Farmers'  Rxrhnnse  Bark  at  Okmtester.  6^,  .Tulv  6, 

1803.  payable  u»  J.  RosNeil,  letter  C.  and  January  4,  1808,  letter  H,  payable  lo  J.  Ru«^sel{. — 
Hamrshire  Bank  at  Northampton,  I's,  September  4,  1818.  I'g,  2'«  ^na  b**.-^Mtamfactnrci%' 
imd  hhrhamrx^  Re-'  -•'  HnsKm,  2's,  of  old  emission- — Phtm.r  Bank,  Nantiiekrt,  3*a,  Irner  R, 
dated  l«i,  2d  Mo.  i  .^.  S's,  letter  R.  of  2d  Mo.  182.S,  pay  T.  JefTereon.^^ii/fb/^  Bank  of 
jBc^m,  6^8.  dated  Mav  5,  1809;  Parker,  Cashier ;  Francis.  President.  6^s,  letter  C.  dated 
?9epieml>er  22,  1818.  '5's,  dated  May  1,  and  8. 1818  and  1820.  lO's,  dated  April  9.  1821._ 
Unim  Bank  of  BotUm,  6*8,  May  13/1823,  pavable  lo  N.  Emroom.  d's.— mrracrr  B<aik, 
3^  nod  d'B. 

RHODE  ISLAND.— BonJt  o/Kmi,ys,  letter  A, dated  April  I.ISW,— Commercial  Bvtk 
at  Bristol f  lO's.— C-ji/ri/  Bank  at  East  Grrmirich.  2's.^Cumhrrland  Bank,  2's.  letter  C,  dated 
September  12,  lS26.^Ejrcliange  Bank  at  Providence,  ys.-^Eagle  Ban<  of  Providence,  3's 


25  SECOND  REPORT — 1827.  7S 

We  have  already  stated  the  propoiiaon  of  convictions  for  this  crime 
to seTeral  different  prisons;  in  some  1  to  10,  and  in  others  1  to  8. 

We  shall,  in  the  sequel  to  the  Report,  show  in  what  way  the  evil 
lias  been,  to  a  great  extent,  prevented,  in  some  of  the  States. 

daiH  May  I ,  tff23,  letter  P.  S's,  June  4, 1818,  leUer  P,  payable  to  Jamesi  Ktm.^Franklin 
It'  :  9t  CItfvachei.  1  \  Irtter  B,  datetl  Octol>er  1 ,  IS'il.  2's  aiid  S's.— Fmiut/m  Bimk  at  Pro- 
tii-Kf,  5*«,  [O"  there  U  no  »uch  hKvk.'\^LMndholder9  Bank  at  South  Kingtlmf  2's,  letter 
A.  «M  «l  Uclo»>er  1 ,  1818.  2'!*,  Ortotier  1,1818,  payable  to  R.  Clarke,  letter  A.  ^s,  leiicr  A, 
fHi' Juiie  1.  1823.  6's.  letter  A,  dated  November  I9|  ISlB.-^Miom/'iUiarers'  Bmk  of  N. 
l'»niU-nt^^  3^,  leMiT  A,  datetl  January  7,  X^'lb.^MerchanUi'  BankojNewport,V%,  [spurious] 
teow  A.  Hhu-H  Mbv  I,  \f£U.^MerchiutUf  Ikntk  of  Proridaice,  lO's,  letter  A,  dated  May  29, 
hv.  U'\  18ISI.-^A^.  E.Commerdal  Hank  of  FronJemx,  Va.-^Piattttckei  Hank,  I's,  let- 
ter s.^p.^^J^tce  Jiank  at  WaitHy.  6's.— /<Wc  bland  Union  Bank,  2's,  leuer  F,  dated  1 
hm.zry^  1815. — Rarer  WiUiaju^  Bank,  I's,  President  and  Casliier's  names  enrraved.^ 
Smi*'/Hd  Bank  ofR.  /.,  r«,  November  15,  1821,  payable  to  C.  Earle«.  2'*.—  Warrtn  Bank, 
r>.  Jiuiuai:^  1 .  \\3xiy  payable  to  Samuel  Aiigell.  1  's,  viguetle  bad.—  WatldngUm  Bank  at  Wm- 
tffi'.',  -?»,  dated  July  l/l82l.  2's,  payable  to  B.  Pomeroy,  July  1, 1822.  9's,  dated  March 4th, 
ttfi>ojie  7th,  1«21. 

CONNEUTICUT.— fi^  Bank  ofNm  Haven.  Z%  letter  C,  December  1, 1818.  S's,  Ict- 
*H\}.—Harlfoixt  ficiiiit.  3V  dated  September  5,  1819;  Fox,  Cashier,  Caldwell,  President. 
Si.  letter  B,  pa\'ab>.e  to  H.  Hendricks,  July  1,  1823.  S'a,  dated  September  9,  1819;  William 
JL  iVibb,  ras£ier,  J.  Caldwell,  President.  3't,  dated  January  1, 1820;  H.  Burr,  Cashier, 
kim  Caldwell,  President.  3*s,  payable  to  H.  Hendricks,  dated  1  July,  1823.  lO^s,  [spuri- 
<MB,)  payable  to  D.  Watkinsou,  letter  B,  dated  August  1, 1819,  and  January  1, 1824;  Horace 
Bar*.  C^a^hier,  and  Nalhaniel  Terrv,  I'resident.^illu/if/«toim  Bank,  10*s,  payable  at  Me- 
«kii.tc>»'  Bank  in  New  York,  dated  May  1, 1817.  lO^s,  May  1,  1819,  payable  at  Mechanics' 
New  York.r— ifoAoncf'  Bank,  New  Haven,  V%,  letter  C,  payable  to  S.  F.  Lambert, 


Or.cner  3,  18^.~AWo  Httrtn  Bank,  3's.  lO's,  payable  at  the  Uiy  Bank  of  New  York^ 
I9nc  ijtmdom  Bank,  2*8, 1890,  other  marks  same.  2^8,  letter  A,  November  1, 1821,  Thatcher, 
Ca«li*er;  Denniiion,  Presiden*.  c^r,  January  1,  1820,  tetter  C.  tf%,  pa^'able  to  E.  Perkins 
aad  J.  Mnoaoii,  letter  C,  November,  t821.  lO's,  [spurious,}  letter  C,payu.«le  to  J.  Jones,  Ju- 
\fl.  IS23. — Plknir  Bank  of  Hartford,  Ts,  dated  March  1.  1818;  George  Beach,  Cashier, 
R.  KooK,  Pmidnit.  engraved.    Ts^daied  August  1, 1821,  letter  A/  I's,  payable  at  Lite** 

man, 

hie  at  Utd&ldTAugutt  ^  1821.  l(Ft,  letter  D,  (  Juiuaiyl  isl^,  payable  at  Mechanics^  bonk, 
5{ew  York.  lO's,  letter  B,  No.  1822,  dated  1  January,  1821.  lO's,  payable  to  S.  Sban,  let- 
B,  July  21 ,  1821.    20^8,  altered  from  a  I  of  March  1 ,  1820,  letter  P.—8tonin^tm  Bank,  5*8, 


A,  payable  to  W.  R.  Palmer,  Novcmlier  4, 1822.  5*8,  dated  November  4. 1822,  vir- 
Kile  coane  aad  lighL — Utncn  Bank  of  New  London,  I's,  letter  G,  dated  July  1, 1821.  A, 
parable  to  1.  Maniiene.  January  1,  1812,  letter  C.    5*s,  letter  C,  dated  January  1,  1822.— 


»*!■  Ifi—i  €>mtetf  Bank,  3^s,  letters  C  c,  dated  Jaoaary  2, 1823.    5*8,  payable  to  G.  Cobb, 
kfler  A.  February  2, 1823. 

CITY  OF  NEW  YORK.— Bufii  o/  i4m«nca,6's,  payable  to  James  Monroe.  leUer  F, 
Sept.  1,  1819.  5%  payable  to  S.  Howlaiid,  letter  A.  May  1, 1821..— Ami:  of  New  York,  V», 
aed  Aug.  1, 1819.  rs,  old  plates,  payable  to  l>earer,  Dec.  1, 1819 :  none  of  this  plate  now  in  ^ 
emilatioa.  2*8,  letters  A  and  R,  dated  Di^.  I,  1819.  S's,  old  plate,  payable  to  bearer :  no ' 
iBies  4^  4ki»  plate  now  in  circulation.  5's,  letter  D,  dated  Jan.  4. 182a  6^9,  letter  D,  dated 
Jm.  4. 1825^  payable  to  C.  Stone  or  bearer.  lO's,  altered  from  I's,  letter  B.— City  Bank,  S's, 
imen  A  a,  Nov.  1, 1819;  very  cbse  iraiiation.— I>e£aoare  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  6*s, 
ihercd  fimn  I's. — Fmnkiin  Bank,  I's,  payable  to  H.  Astor,  letter  A,  January  1, 1821.  2's, 
hmtr  C,  well  executed.  3's,  payable  to  D.  Burlas  and  Lafayette,  letter  D,  October  20, 1819. 
rs,  Otbdger  90, 1819.  poyable  to  C.  Rodgers,  letter  D.  S's,  letter  D,  dated  July  13,  1818. 
Fa.  payable  lo  WUiiam  Underbill,  letter  C,  November  26. 1823.  6's,  payable  to  R.  Kmg, 
A.  February  23,  1822.— AftmAaOaii  Company,  I's^une  1, 1821.  leUer  L,  pey  bearer. 
r  J,  Jaoaary  1, 1822.    I's,  dated  Februair  11, 1824.    I's,  letters  I  i,  dated  June  1, 


IS2.  S»,  Tcrr  wWl  executed,  letter  H,  July  4, 1^.  S's,  letter  K,  and  some  letter  I,  paya- 
^  te  WiaaaaBajard  and  J.  McBride  $  ck»sely  hnitaled,  dated  May  1, 1825.  6's,  payabb 
la  H.  Ralgciv.  leUen  G  g,  June  1, 1823.  6's,  oayable  to  H.  Rutgers,  letter  E,  June  1, 1814. 
— IMms'  Bamk..  Ts.  dated  November  1, 1833.  2's,  January  1 ,  1814,  letter  H,  payable  to 
D.  MMfc.  T*,  daiad  Febmanr  22. 1819.  S's,  payable  to  J.  Fleming,  dated  November  I, 
iC&  3*8,  P«yaUe  to  H.  C.  De  Rhan,  letter  Cf,  dated  February  22, 1819.  6'8,  dated  Feb- 
«avT  22. 1821.  fi'a,  payable  to  F.  Cooper,  letter  D.  February  S,  1819.  lO's,  letter  H,  pay- 
•Me'to  Da  Witt  Clinloo,  September  14, 1813,  old  plate.  lO^s,  letter  C,  dated  Febraary  »* 
IPf?  MuLkta^'Damt,  I'a,  (.spurious,!  dated  May  1, 1824;  E.  Dudley.  President.  8.  S.  Clay, 
CHbiv:  ffeall  L.  Catlin,  President.  Walter  Mead,  Cashier.  2*s,  fetter  B,  signed  Walter 
Mead,  Cashier.  Lynde  Cadin,  President,  dated  Nov.  1 ,  1823.  [OT  Observe  in  the  bad  notes 
t,  is  the  word!  "  to  pay  the,"  is  not  crossed.]    2'8,  letter  A,  Sept  4, 1824 }  Vroom. 


M  FRI80N   DIftCZPLlNB  80CXSTT*  9$ 

Charactir  of  the  Colored  Population. — In  tlie  lust  Report, 
this  subject  was  exhibited  at  considerable  length.  From  a  deep  con- 
viction of  its  importance,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  keep  it  ever  before 

CaBhier,  Walaon,  Presideni}  no  such  Premdent.  3's,  letter  F,  payable  to  ^aner,  Angost  4, 
ISld.  y*,  letter  F,  payable  to  bearer,  [(Tr  just  oat.]  &»,  payable  to  B.  S.  Cok,  leiier  E, 
MaKh  1, 18!?6.— PA«mjr  BanJt,  2\  letter  C;  No.  1513,  dated  August  20, 1821  Ts,  letter  C, 
Ho.  2319,  dated  November  25, 1822.  2's,  letter  C,  Novemher25,  1822.  payable  to  J.  Robins. 
l(y»,  [spurious.]  letter B,  dated  April  1,  ld32,  K«6«.  Casliier,  Low,  Presiaeni.  10\,  [spurinos.] 
payable  to  J.  Pinckoey,  dated^ay  1, 1^ ,  E.  Cuyler,  Cashier,  II.  Slidell,  Presideui.  bi^S 
payable  to  Ru&s  Kiug,  letter  B,  closely  imitated. —  Union  Baidc^  I's.  letter  H.  2's,  pa^fablp 
to  L.  Cheevea,  July  id,  1818.  S's,  letter  A .  3's,  letter  E.  and  some  of  letter  F,  paynbit^  lo  G. 
Howla  lid ,  dated  f/ky  1 ,  1825,  c)k>8ely  imitated.  5's,  letter  D,  Juue  4, 1818,  payable  to  J.  Pbit, 
«iigued  JiK>.  Low,  aiicl  Amasa  Jacksou. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.r-.J3emJ-  of  AUxmy,  ffs,  old  plate,  June  1, 1807,  letter  E,  pan- 
Me  to  J.  Sunder8.^£anik  of  Aubumj5\  letter  A,  'dated  April  1 ,  1817,  and  October  8,  I8l7.— 
Bemk  o/Chena/igp,  3%  payable  to  F.  Mead,  letter  E.  September,  1818.  y«,  payable  to  I). 
Woods,  Jamiary  4, 1819.  3's.  payable  to  Tnimau  Enos,  letter  D,  September  4^'  1821.  3*8. 
payable  to  J.  C.  Yates,  dated  November  1. 1823.  3*s,  letter  D.  payable  to  E.  Williams,  Ma? 
%  1825 ;  Miluer,  President,  Birdsall,  Castlner.  S^t,  payable  to  T.  Euos,  September  4, 1821,. 
letter  D.'—Bcnt  of  CobmUfia  at  Hudson,  5's. — Bank  of  Geneva^  \\  letter  A,  dated  Jbuuaiy  I, 
1819.  Ts.  payaUe  to  H.  Boc^rt,  dated  July  1, 1821.  2's,  payable  to  11.  Troup,  letter  A.  Oc- 
tober 1, 1818.  2*s,  letter  A,  October  1 ,  1818 }  Rees,  Casliier,  Dwig^ht,  Presideut.  5^8,  letter 
A,  No.  1370,  dated  March  1, 1818.  ID'S,  payable  t»  R.  Troup,  dated  August  1, 1823.  lO'&r 
Auffusi  1823,  payable  to  R. Troup,  letter  A.  lO's,  payable  to  R.  Troup,  teller  A.  Jaiiuar)'  1, 
VBS^.'^Bcmk  of  Nevobureh.  b\  payable  to  H.  Miller,  letter  G  dated  4  January  1817;  poorly 
done,  d's,  payable  to  N.  Piaterson,  letter  G,  Augast  1 ,  1817.  6's,  dated  September  9,  ISliff 
Walworth,  Uasbier,  Belknap,  President — Bank  of  Orange  Countu,  2's,  November  10, 1815, 
payable  to  E.  Burrell,  letter  B.  2's,  dated  July  1 ,  1820,  Tetters  B  b,  also  Ts  and  3's.  3's,  lei> 
ler  C,  November  10, 1818.  5's,  letters  Cc,  Jauuaiy  1, 1820;  otliers,  C,  November  10,  1815. 
5's,  January  1, 1820,  le.ier  C,  payable  to  N.  Veaioa.—Bmk  of  PlaUslwrgh.  b\  October?^ 


J  o/T/tJ^,  2's,  letter  y, dated  May  2,  1814,  and  August  7, 1814.    3's,  letter  Z. 

April  7, 1819  and  1821.  lO'a,  letter  T,  and  others,  leUer  F.  lO'ti,  pa^'able  to  Jease  Bfott,  let- 
ter X,  dated  January  3, 1812.  lO^s,  B.  Joslin.  other  marks  same  as  paper. — Branch  Bonk  ti 
WuUrford,  2's,  letter  A,  dated  September  r>,  W^.—CatskUl  BonUc,  2\,  dated  Aoril  4th,  letter 


(817,  letter  B.  payable  to  S.  Wells.  5's,  October  16, 1817,  letter  A,  payable  to  E.  Plait.— 
Ami  Q/'r/t»^,2^,jetterY; dated  May  2,  1814,  and  Au^st7,18I4.  3's,  letter  Zj  dated 
April  7,  f'"      .-.—■"- 

terX,  d{ 
Wi$Urfa 

A^ — Central  Bank  ai  Cherry  Valley,  I's,  payable  to  P.  Mayher.  letter  A,  datecf  Fehniaiy  4^ 
18S4.  I's,  letter  B,  dated  September  1,  1823.  I's,  May  1, 182G.  letter  B.  3's>  letter  F, 
dated  Mar  14, 1818.  3's,  Janoaiy  4, 1820,  letter  E,  payable  to  D.  WixkIs.  5's,  letter  £, 
January  8, 1819;  Schermerhom,  Cashier,  White,  President — Farmert'  Bank  of  Trou,  W 
tetter  ^.—Jegtr»on  County  Bank,  3's,  dated  Juue  4.  1824.— JM*r/ia»trsf  and  Fanmrs'  Bank, 
Aibcaty,  2*8,  dated  February 2, 181 9 ;  Olcolt,  Cashier,  Knower,  President  2's,  dated  Novem- 
ber 1,'1819,  letter  X ;  Olcott,  Cashier,  Knower,  President.  3's,  payable  to  C.  E.  Dudley,  let- 
ter R,  June  12, 19S0.— Middle  Dktrkt  Bank,  5's,  letter  B;  A.  G.  Storm,  Pirsident,  D.  Cod- 

aoie  to  H.  uvinnton.  letter  r,  may  i,  luzi  ;  sigoatore  {xieriy  doae.  Itrs,  letter  u,.<ntea 
r.  1  and  25.  ISW.^On^irio  B<mi,  I'sjiaynble  at  Uiice,  July  4, 1823,  Aug.  4, 1815,  letter 
B,  payable  to  J.  Parker.  2's,  Feb.  1, 1820 ;  other  maiks  same  as  paper.  2's,  payable  to  B. 
Jbhnson.  5's,  payalila  to  F.  Chapin,  letter  F,  Febniarv  1,  1820. — Ondxrir*  SraiKh  Bitnkel 
fWcn,  I's,  letter  B.  May  1. 1820  and  1821.  1  1.2's,  payable  at  Utica,  letter  A,  May  I.  18^. 
Vs.  No.  1563,  letter  C,  dated  February  1, 1820.  3^s,  letter  B,  dated  Pebninry  1,  1820.  5's, 
JohfMon,  President,  J.  H.  Laihrop,  Cashier. — Utica  Bank,  lO's,  payable  to  R.  Brent,  letier  A, 
Jn^V  1»  I81!>.— H^oMmgfoR  and  Warrtn  Bank,  I's,  payable  to  A.  Bell,  letter  A,  August,  1821 
P^i  1824,  other  marks  same  as  paper.    2's,  payable  to  I.  Corse,  letters  Bb,  Augtist  1,  1824. 

NEw'jERSEY.~Beifiito^A^  Brunsunck,yt,  signed  C.  W.  Dunham,  Cashier,  J.  R. 
Raenburgh,  President ;  payable  to  U  Dunham,  March  6, 1817,  letter  A :  no  such  plates.  3's, 
payable  to  J.  Poot.jetter  A,  Febniat^l,  1822;  well  ^M^,r-^ommereitd  Bank  at  Perthmba^y 

*P'*^       — ■  "f    •^••^r.    ■«»,    'uw«w.s  ww..w«.^    mf,  «v<mw  y     'w^n.uu,    ■  iv<7iu«>ii«.    Atma'KM,    ^.^vauiva  • «   «»».».»— 

Bank,  2's,  letter  C,  May  1, 1819,  payable  to  J.  M.  Reynolds.  S's,  teller  C,  No.  421,  dated 
November  1, 1823.  Z%  letter  B,  payable  to  G.  P.  Harper,  dated  1  April,  1818.  3's,  letter 
C>  dated  May  1 ,  1824.  5's,  k^tter  C.  dated  May  1 ,  1824.— £ba(e  Bank  at  Camdm,  ^s,  payar 
hk  to  A.  Goukl,  letter  A.  March  4, 1821.  5's,  payable  to  J.  Adams,  letter  B,  dated  Jauuaij 
7. 1822,— Sto^e  Bmk  at  FJitahethUnm,  I's,  payable  to  T.  Salter,  letter  C,  January  6, 1824.- 
Slate  Bank qf  Mania  ai  Mnrristown,  I's,  dated  January  1, 1818.  I's,  letter  G,  Janoary  1, 1820, 
payable  to  Jos.  Cutter.  I's,  dated  January  1 ,  1820,  letter  C ;  no  genuine  of  this  date  out  S's, 
hMiriotts,]  lelter  E.    3'9,  payable  to  S.  Condit,  dated  Juue  1,  im    3's,  letter  F,  dated  Oc- 
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ibe  piiblif  minci,  I2II  die  remedy  is  applied,  we  present  the  foHtyWiog 
table,  showing,  in  regard  to  several  States,  the  whole  popnlstion,  tht 
<ol<»ed  population,  the  whole  nnmher  of  eonvicts,  the  number  of  col- 

lober  1 ,  18S3.  9%  pn yable  to  Jos.  Cutter.  Ma v  1 ,  1824,  Tetter  ^-^fHaU  Bank  of  Nfwark,  \% 
irlier  E,  dated  Novecnber  10, 1€31.  W  pavable  at  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Yitrk,  letters  G  e. 
diied  November  10»  1821.  3*a,  payaMe  at  Mechmiics'  Bank,  Ntiw  York .  letter  F,— State  Bank 
M Sfm  Bnauwkkt  S*s,  payable  to  L.  thinbaro,  letter  A,  dated  March  6, 1817.  5*1,  iK»yable 
to  C.  Smidk,  lector  1>.  Septeinber  IS,  1819.  b%  payabfle  to  S.  Bi^p,  leaers  D  and  E,  Feb- 
vuTf  12,  I8Z1.  lOTa,  altered  frooi  t'«.  letter  A,  pavable  to  J.  Marsh.  KVs,  letters  F  and  B; 
farioQj  dalPB.  Smmx  Bank  at  Newion,  Z\  letter  D,  Jalv  4, 1818.  payuMe  to  D.  Ford,  ^t, 
Au£«5at  4, 1918;  other  marks  «ame  as  paper.  S's.  payable  to  D.  Ford.  Ketter  D,  dated  March 
I,  \?eSL—Tradan  Banking  Compmty,  I's,  payable  to  T.  Budd,  letter  C,  September  22, 1818. 
—Wtttku^cm  Bank  a  Hachauack,  [laU  Weehawk,]  I's  altered  to  10^. 

PE!n«STLVANIA Bank  ofNorlh  Ameeica  in  PWaieMia,  iyk.—Bank  oftht  Nottficrm 

UkrtieM  m  PhiUadftMi^  2(rs,  payable  to  J.  Jenks,  leuer  <^,  dated  Jaiuary  1,  mb.-^Bank  ig 
Paaufirama  m  PhUaddphia,  h%  letter  C.  5%  payable  to  E.  Evans,  tetter  C,  April  7, 18f9. 
^Bank  of  PitlMburg,  1(Ks,  October  17, 1815,  kiUer  C,  payable  to  M.* Andrews.— Brtf{e-<7W/f 
Mamfaetarimr  Company,  T% ;  [XT  no  such  iiistitutioiu]---Comiii^rn(c/  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
ti  PhilaJdniiia,  S's.  payable  to  T.  AsUey,  letter  B,  March  ^  1819 :  Williams.  Cashier,  BajF^ 
srd,  Presideat.  lO'a,  payable  to  H.  day,  letter  C,  January  8,  1824:  WiRtams,  Cashle^ 
Bavani,  PinesideBt.— £euton  Bank,  2^8, letter  A,  dated  July  3. 1815.  I(rs,  payable  to  J.  Poft^ 
<!afted  Febriiary  1. 1824,  letter  C.-^Phrmers'  Bank  of  Backs  County,  ffs.  l(Ks,  payable  A 
F.  PiDCor,  letter  A,  dated  February  6, 1815.  lO's,  letter  A,  dated  September  4  and  10, 1819. 
—Farater^  mid  Mechaniti^  Bank  of  Pa.  lO's,  payable  to  P.  Soiey,  dated  9di  March,  1824^— 
Gerar^s  Bank  kn  f^fnladdokia,  lOrs,  letter  E,  payable  to  P.  Sotey,  dated  5  Febnianr.  1889. 
Sfft,  letter  B. — CftUgebiavn  Bank,  5's,  pi|yable  h>  J.  Keir.  dated  November  1,  ISSf.  letters 
C  and  D^—HarriMbuf^  Bank,  b%  May  14s  1819,  letter  D,  ;>ayable  to  H.  Alward.  d's,  paya- 
ble lo  J.  Rosa,  letter  C,  November  5, 1820,  Simpaon,  Cashier.  4f  s,  payable  to  R.  Riiig ,  lettel- 
C,  /aaoaiy  1, 1823.— Jwm^gtMtcrv  Connty  Bank,  Cft^  kiUer  B,  dated  July  2,  t825.— iWio  ^- 
faa  BaaA,  P^^^  Cocmfy,  S's.— JPAaW^^fttd  Bank,  fi's,  oayable  to  V.  Wier,  letter  C,  Janaar 
rr  4, 1824.  ^s,  payable  to  S.  Tice,  letter  C,  June  4,'18i4 ;  Campbell,  Cashier.  Read,  Presi- 
4aL  Ufa.  paytfile  to  J.  Jasnes  aod  R.  Shade,  letter  C,  dated  September  7. 1819,  and  D»- 
osAci  8,  I^BO,  same  oflieers.  SSbaet  Lake  Bank  at  Monirote,  6^a,  Ti^rioas,]  parable  at  id»e 
Caida  Baak,  IVew  YcA^—CMUed  Slatet  Bank,  ff%,  letter  A, dated  September  1, 1819;  Smi^ 
Cadhter,  Cbeeves,  President.  5^8,  letter  H,  payable  to  J.  Peale,  Jr.  dated  Sentember  7,  \m, 
Sf%,  pmHe  ia  PLihiddpbia,  fetter  B,  Januaiy  1, 1817.  fiOCs,  payable  in  rhUade^ia,  let* 
IBT  B,  famtmrj  1, 1817.—  Weatmordand  Bank,  3's. 

DELA^^ARK^Amit  cf  JMawarf^S%,  payaMeto  J.ErakiBe,h)tter  D,  July  7,1824,  Wor- 
fcO,  Caafaier.  6'a,  payable  to  B.  Bosh,  letters  U  aod  V,  September  9, 1821.  y%,  payable  I* 
IL  LMivaiaD,  Bfey  ^  1824,  letter  V^Pkrmojf  Bank  at  Bonr,  1%  letter  B,  March  3, 1823$ 
Comrgya,  Casliicr,  RKkely,  Pfesidest  3^s,payahle  lo  L.  McLaoe,  letter  C.  September  15^ 
m5r^9¥ibmimetom  taid  BrandyuAm  Bank,  &§,  payable  to  J.  Jonee,  June  26, 1814:  Byroea, 
Cadper,  May,  PraaideDt  20%,  payable  to  C.  AdiuM,  letter  B,  da4ed  July  4,  1823;  Evaa 
T^Mta,  Caahier,  lohn  Forbert,  maideoU 

MAZYhAf^.^AnnapoSs  Braneh  Bank,  7s,  John  Pfocknev.  Caabier.  H.  H.  Hanvood, 
pR^dest^ — £aalom  Branch  Bank,  V'i,  payable  to  Ns.  Hammond,  letter  B,  April  1  awl  8, 18ttf. 
—EtttBf  Bamk  of  Mandand,  lO^s,  payable  to  J.  Sewall,  letter  A,  July  4, 1821.— fbrmtfr^ 
Bnft  ffmaryhmd,  [EHdon  Branch,]  ^s,  letter  %  dated  September  4, 1819.— fHaUr/m  Bank 
•f  flridiiawpit,  Sfty  wme  date ;  Jas.  L.  Hawkins,  Cashier  J*.  Moore,  Pi«sident  lOO^s,  dated  IM 
IWadter.  1819,  peyable  to  A.  Le«kini— ^af^rsCoMin  Bamk,  2*s,  payable  to  D.  Sprigr,  letter 
R.^tewiberll.  I9I4.— J&rtne  Bank  of  BMimortj  Ps.  2's,  datedTNovember  2, 1819,  letter 
H:  J.  Beir.  Casbipr.  tS%,  dated  Sentember  6, 1819;  J.  Burr,  Cashier,  WaHworth,  Preskleiit 
iK  dated  Juoe  2,  1817.  pay  to  J.  Rogers.  5'b,  C,  text  haod,  payable  to  M.  Morris,  dated 
Apil  4<b,  1 326 ;  ssgned  J.  Bier,  Cashier,  and  Hezekiah  Waters,  msident^-AfertawMV  Book 
f,  2'»,  letter  A. 


MerTRICT  OP  COLVMrnk^—BankofAkxandria,  10^8,  payable  to  H.  Clay,  letter  D« 
ipttnher  1>  U/^.^BaMk  of  Vie  k§etrapolu,  3*s,  January  1, 1815;  A.  Kerr,  Cashier,  J.  P. 


1«»  5c9a«  IVeaideait^ — Farmer^  Bank  of  Alexandria,  5^8,  letter  B,  November  5, 1821,  pata* 
hie  to  Jt^ka  Jay  ;  Hoof,  Cashier,  Scott,  President  10*8,  letter  D,  November  5, 1821,  pay** 
^  la  JoiA  Jav.— OorTwretfMH  Biank  cf  CteargaUnm,  V%,  dated  Noveari>er  27, 1821,  and  De- 
4tBber23.  l9i4.'-^UnionBankofOeor^down,y%,  payable  to  William  Peaa,  Decemb«v  1, 
MS;  Eaelislk,  CMbier,  Bradley,  President.  6^a.  payable  to  B.  Stoddart,  letter  B,  Deeem- 
W  iSi^^^Painatit  Bamk  if  WaMngUm,  \W%^Treamty  Neta,  6's  and  lO^s. 


TERCI^flAw — Beatk  />f  Virginia,  lO^s,  payable  to  P.  Quarles.  letter  B,  December  10. 
i3T!7oaadridge,  Ca»Mer,  Brockcnbrou^b,  President.  lO^s,  dated  June  4. 1817.  lO's. dated 
Jim  i,  1817  :  oot  of  the  t  in  cashier's  name  omitted.  lO's,  payable  at  Richmond,  to  W.  Boll- 
ui^.Vficr  B,  dated  February  23, 1 819 ;  Dandridge,  Cashier,  Bmckenbrongb,  Presideot.  lO^a, 
diied  A^  t,  1825,  payable  lo  R.  Gray,    ^s,  letter  B,  No.  593,  payable  to  J.  Qark  \  Dan- 
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ored  eoDvicts,  proportion  of  convicts  to  the  whole  population,  propor- 
tion of  colored  convicts. 


Mass.  523,000        7,000 

Conn.  275,000        8,000 

N.  York,  1,372,000      39,000 

N.  Jersey,  277,000      20,000 

Penn.  1,049,000      80,000 

OR,  Proportion  of  the  Poptda-            Proportion  of  the  Colored  Popn- 

tionaeiUtoPruon.  itgumtentloPriton, 


In  Massachusetts,  1  out  of  1665  1  out  of  140 

In  Connecticut,  1  out  of  2350  1  out  of  205 

In  New  York,  1  out  of  2153  1  out  of  253 

In  New  Jersey,  1  out  of  3743  1  out  of  833 

In  New  York,  1  Out  of  2191  1  out  of  181 


dridge,  Cashier,  Brockenbrough,  PresideM.  Stfi,  dated  March  85.  1821;  [ST  (be  words 
"  BdMk  of  Viipnia/'  are  pl««ed  ia  border  on  the  right  hand  instead  of  the  left ;  the  word 
'<  Tweot/'  in  the  left,  instead  of  the  right.]— Fanners'  Bank  of  Virginia,  lOO's,  parable  at 
Lynchburgh  Branch,  to  William  Radford,  letters  Dand  A,  dated  Aprils,  1818 j  Hstcber, 
President.  lOO's, payable  at  Winchester  Branch;  Nichols,  President,  Hatcher,  Cashier^ 
Petenburgh  Branch  Bank,  lOO's  and  SOO's  same,  peyable  at  Richniojd.— 12ieA«KM</  Bast, 
200^8,  payable  to  C.  Graunt,  dated  April  2, 1825.—  Valku  Bank,  lOO's,  payia>le  in  Ronuicy, 
letter  A,May  21, 181&        '  *-  :r  r- 

NORTH  CAROLINA.— C^  Fear  Bank  of  Wiimbnglm,  lO^s,  payable  to  G.  B.  R.  Sil- 
by,  letter  G,  November  3,  1814.  3's,  payable  to  Samuel  Craig,  Januaiy  5,  1818;  ?^ 
Cashier,  Williams.  President  lO's.  payable  to  J.  Smith,  letter  C,  January  1. 1815.  fiH 
dated  January  1, 1816.— ^dtfe  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Ts,  payable  to  James  Collins,  al  w 
Edenton  Branch.  2's,  payable  at  Raleigh,  to  R.  Smith,  letter  D,  July  21. 1817 ;  Haywood, 
Cashier,  W.  Polk, Piesident.  6%  payable  to  H.  Collins,  letter  C,  Noxember  5,  1814 ;  Hav- 
wood,  Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  lO^s,  payable  to  R.  Potter,  letter  B,  March  4,  1812; 
Haywood,  Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  20's.  [O*  You  may  detect  the  6\  lO's.  ami  ari 
of  toe  Stale  Bank,  by  observing,  that  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  top  of  the  bills,  there  is  s 
stamp  of  a  die,  with  5, 10,  or  S),  as  the  case  may  be,  having  around  it  1E2  small  cirel^  or 
dou  m  the  genuine,  but  the  bad  notes  have  bat  20.  They  are  generally  filled  up'  payable  to 
H.  Collins.]       ' 

SOUTH  CAROLINA.— AniA  of  8o*Mh  Carolina,  20^8,  no  date,  no  wume,—Plaiatri  end 
JiUchama'  Bank  ofCharletUm,  5's :  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Raveoal.  Cashier.  iiO's.  let- 
ter D,  September  4, 1823 :  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ra venal.  Cashier.  lOO's.  lett«[  D, 
September  4, 1823;  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ravenal,  Cashier.— &»(&  Carolina,  Bojf 
at  CAar<Mton,10's,  payable  to  R.  Dover,  dated  1824;  Thomas  W.  Bacot,  Cashier,  iwj. 
dated  1823;  TlmmasW.  Bacot,  Cashier.— C/monBaiiito/CAur{<itoR,dO's;  [O*  »>  such btlb 
issued  by  this  bank.] 

GEORGIA.— P^Dr/^iV  Bank,  Georgia,  6*s,  ICs,  fiO's  and  lOO's,  silky,  white  paper.    10'} 
letter  C,  payable  to  J.  Minis,  dated  Savannah,  December  14, 1815 ;  J.  Marshall,  Cashier,  J 
Bolton,  President.— S&i/«  Bank  of  Gforgia,  20*8,  letter  K,  payable  to  ^.  Hall,  dated  SavannRti, 
October  27, 1821,  of  the  Graphic  Company's  plates.— Ainfto/^t^:w<ii,d's,  lO's,  fiO's  sod 

OHIO.^Oerman  Bank  of  WootUr,  lO's.--- VTeifeni  Ruerte  Bank,  2's,  6's  and  lO's. 
ALABAHA.— lOO's,  payable  to  W.  Tate,  letter  C,  December  20, 1820. 
LOUISIANA.— Bafa:o/lcwuutiw,5's,  lO's  and  IWt^Bank  of  Neto  Orfamt,  fiO's,  dated 
January,  1817;  also  lOO's. 

CANADA.— BonJ- 
Junen,182dj 

to  J.  Findley, , . . .. ,  ,,.„ ^»^..^,,  ^w..«.>-,  •  .„».v.^ —    ^  -^ --  .     a   & 

lober  2, 1825,    lO's.  pavabte  to  B.  Holmes ;  Griffin,  Cashier,  Gray,  President^Qwsftee  *«*, 
lO's.— tapper  Canada  Bank,  3's,  5's  and  lO's. 


r 
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Bxpamftrr  tU  Support  of  Colored  Convicts. 

In  Massachusetts,  in  10  years,  $  17,734 

In  Connecticut,  in  15  years,  37,166 

ifl  New  York,  in  27  years,  109,166 

Total,  $  164,066 

Such  is  the  abstract  of  the  information  presented  last  year  concern- 
ing the  degraded  character  of  the  colored  population.  The  returns 
from  several  Prisons  show,  that  the  white  convicts  are  remaining 
netriy  the  same,  or  are  diminishing,  while  the  colored  convicts  are 
bereaving.  At  tjie  same  time  the  white  population  is  increasing  in 
^he  northern  States  much  faster  tlian  the  colored  population. 


Iq  Massarhusetts, 
In  Now  York, 
hi  New  Jersey, 

Whole  No.  of 
Convicts,   . 

313 

381 

67 

Colored  Con- 
viets, 

50 

101 

33 

Propartun 

1  to  6 
1  to4 
1  to2 

13*  IiuUtealum  of  the  Chrislian  Community. — It  is  a  general  fact,  that 
the  Prisons,  in  the  Atlantic  States  south  of  the  Potomac,  are  not  visited 
It  all  by  ministers  or  Christians.  Of  course  they  have  no  religious 
5emce  on  the  Sabbath;  no  Sabbath  school  for  the  instruction  of 
young  convicts ;  and  no  attention  from  the  philanthropist  and  Chris- 
tian, to  prevent  abuses  which  may  possibly  exist  in  these  miserable 
places.  In  all  this  district  of  country,  it  is  not  known  that  an  asso- 
ciation of  benevolent  individuals  has  ever  been  formed  with  reference 
to  this  subject 

In  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  miseries  of  its  Prisous  have  become 
proverbial,  and  the  real  state  of  things  has  been  withheld  from  the 
public  prints,  from  regard  to  the  character  of  the  country. 

In  the  Baltimore  Jail,  it  does  not  require  much  time,  unless  its  char 
ncter  is  changed  within  two  years,  to  perceive  the  effects  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  within  its  walls :  an  evil  which  could  hardly  be  supposed 
to  exist,  if  the  Christian  community  in  that  city  had  been  awake  on 
the  subject 

In  Philadelphia,  there  still  exists,  on  Walnut  street,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  corrupt  Prisons  in  this  whole  country.  Its  crowded 
nijrht  rooms ;  its  undisciplined  throng ;  its  enormous  expense  ;  its 
dreadful  mortality ;  its  issues  of  highway  robbers,  incendiaries,  and 
thieves,  as  proved  by  its  recommitments,  are  believed  not  to  be  sur- 
passed by  any  Prison  in  the  United  States.  This  state  of  things  could 
not  remain  as  it  is,  if  the  Christian  community  generally,  in  Philadel- 
phia, had  felt  that  interest  in  this  subject,  which  has  been  felt  by  a 
few  philanthropic  individuals,  through  whose  influence  a  most  mag- 
nificent and  costly  Prison  has  been  partially  built  It  is,  however, 
lo  be  greatly  lamented,  that  this  Prison  will  not  probably  be  finished 
in  less  than  five  years :  durino  which  iiMB,  at  the  prbsent  eatb 

or   MORTALITT,    A    NUMBER   OP   CONVICTS,    EQUAL   TO   ONE    HALF    THE 

EOiBER  NOW  IN  PRISON,  WILL  HAVE  DIED.  But  morc  to  bc  dreaded 
even  than  death  are  the  unutterable  abominations,  which  are  not  of 
EDfreqiieiit  recoirence  in  this  Prison,  and  which  cannot  be  prevented 
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while  it  shall  continue  to  be  occupied.  Surely,  if  these  things  were 
known  and  felt  by  the  Christian  churches  in  that  city,  the  work  of 
reform  would  proceed  more  rapidly. 

In  New  York,  the  miseries  of  Bridewell  and  the  Penitentiary,  in 
regard  to  jail  fever  and  mortality,  have  been  already  described.  But 
more  to  be  lamented  even  than  liiis  is  the  contagion  of  sin,  contracted 
in  the  indiscriminate  mingling  of  t^¥0  thousand  persons  annually,  of 
all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt,  in  Bridewell.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed, 
that  a  public  nuisance,  which  has  been  presented  as  such  again  and 
again  Dy  the  grand  jury,  should  remain  till  this  time,  within  tweQt}' 
rods  of  Uie  City  Hall,  in  New  York,  if  the  churches  of  Christ,  and  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  had  done  their  duty. 

In  Connecticut,  the  opinion  has  prevailed  extensively,  nearly  twenty 
years,  ths^t  Newgate  was  the  best  Prison  in  this  country  ;  and  yet  a 
very  imperfect  representation  of  its  character  within  the  last  two  yean^ 
has  produced  a  great  change  in  public  opinion.  If  it  were  necessary, 
much  more  might  be  written  concerning  this  miserable  place,  under 
each  of  the  folio  iving  heads  :  its  filth ;  its  punishments ;  its  hard  and 
unprofitable  labor ;  its  enormous  expense ;  its  unsatisfactory  accounts ; 
its  proportion  of  recommitments ;  its  abuses  and  contaminating  vices. 
We  are,  however,  disposed  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  whole,  since  a  new 
Prison  is  built,  and  the  convicts  are  soon  to  be  removed  to  it  At  the 
same  time,  it  should  serve  as  a  beacon,  to  be  held  in  lasting  remein- 
brance,  of  what  a  Prison  may  become,  almost  in  the  centre  of  a  Chris- 
tian State,  merely  because  its  true  character  is  not  understood ;  and  as 
evidence  of  the  importance  of  visiting  and  describing  such  places ;  for 
no  sooner  were  the  respectable  citizens  in  different  parts  of  the  State 
truly  informed  on  this  subject,  than  a  law  was  passed,  with  great  una* 
nimity,  to  abandon  the  place  utterly,  and  build  a  new  Prison. 

In  Massachusetts,  nothing  more  need  be  said  concerning  the  Prison 
at  Charlestown ; — we  only  refer  to  the  description  whidi  has  been 
given  of  tlie  condition  of  the  lunatics  in  the  jails  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  how,  we  ask,  can  these  things  be  explained ;  on  any  other 
supposition  than  that  they  have  been  unknown  ?  That  this  is  the 
reason  is  rendered  probable  by  the  fact,  that,  when  there  were  n>- 
mors  only  of  the.  existence  of  these  evils  in  the  Prisons  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, a  committee  of  one  from  each  county  was  appointed'  by 
the  Legislature  to  examine  the  subject  That  committee  has  visited 
nearly  every  jail  and  house  of  correction  in  the  State,  and  prepared  a 
'  report,  accompanied  with  two  bills,  providing  for  such  cnanges,  in 
regard  to  the  imprisonment  of  lunatics,  and  other  evils,  as  the  case 
requires.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  such  evib  will  be  suffered 
by  the  Legblature,  after  the  facts  are  known.  , 

III.    Rembdt  for  thb  principal  Evils. 

1.  €ii>od  Officers: 

2.  Profitable  Employment: 

3.  SoUtary  Confinement  at  Mght: 

4.  Hard  Labor  by  Day : 

6.    Means  to  prev&U  evil  Communication: 
6.    Means  of  Instruction : 
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7.  Hmues  of  Refuge  for  JwoenUe  Delinquents : 

8.  A  Jail  Delivertf  of  LvnaXics : 

9.  Attention  to  Htalth: 

10.  Attention  to  the  Ckimes  of  Crime: 

11.  ConUrined  and  powerfid.  Christian  Effort. 

1.  Good  Ofieers. — They  should  be  temperate  men.  It  is  injurinas  to 
lee  red  faces  in  the  government  of  Prisons ;  for  the  convicts  say,  at 
ooee,  these  men  indulge  in  a  vice,  which  sho^vs  itself  in  their  faces ; 
bow  do  we  know  that  we  cannot  tempt  them  to  do  other  improper 
acts ;  such  as  furnishing  us  prohibited  articles,  and  thus  enabling  us  to 
prosecute  our  designs  of  mischief  here ;  or  letting  us  out  to  prey  upon 
society,  and  immediately  receiving  us  again  to  the  Prison,  as  a  place 
of  protection  ?  If  we  cannot  do  this,  we  have  no  respect  for  them  ; 
and,  if  they  punish  us,  it  may  be  because  they  are  intoxicated.  It  is 
useless  to  attempt  to  do  us  any  good,  under  the  government  of  such 
men. 

To  prerent  tiiis  evil,  there  ought  to  be  no  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
DO  appointed  time  in  the  Prison  for  drinking  spirituous  liquors.  This 
remaric  is  applicable,  particularly,  to  Penitentiaries.  And  in  regard  to 
county  Prisons,  there  should  be  no  tavern  in  the  house  of  the  keeper. 
'Hie  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  finding  this  to 
be  the  fact  in  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  have  reiiorted 
a  law  forbidding  it  If  keepers  of  Prisons,  in  addition  to  all  their 
other  temptations,  must  be  exposed  to  those  of  a  tavern  and  a  bar- 
loom,  the  danger  is,  if  they  are  temperate  when  they  enter  upon  the 
^ties  of  their  office,  they  will  be  intemperate  before  they  resign  them. 
It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  in  some  of  our  Penitentiaries  are  places 
of  rendezvous  for  drinking  ardent  spirits ;  very  near  to  the  gates  of 
others  are  tarems,  to  which  some  oi  the  keepers  resort ;  and  in  all 
ve  duties  to  be  performed,  which  may  make  a  temperate  man  feel  the 
aeed  of  stimulating  liquor.  The  keepers,  therefore,  should  be  men  of 
inveterate  sobriety. 

T%ey  should  be  men  of  unce€uing  vigilance.  The  convicts  are  prone 
ti  idleness ;  many  of  them  never  having  been  inured  to  habits  of  in- 
<lntry ;  and  they  are  cunning  and  deceitful,  seeking  places  that  they 
nay  spend  their  time  in  mischief.  When,  therefore,  convicts  may  be 
fooiid,  in  many  places  within  the  walls  of  a  Penitentiary,  removed 
from  the  presence  and  oversisfht  of  a  keeper,  it  indicates  great  want 
of  r^tance  in  the  keepers.  By  a  statement  already  made,  it  appears, 
tbat  soeb  facts  are  of  common  occurrence  in  several  Penitentiaries. 
In  others,  die  keepers  are  often  found  in  considerable  numbers  in  the 
goard-room,  or  lounging  about  the  yard.  There  are  some  honorable 
exceptions  to  this  remark ;  where  the  vigilance  of  the  keepers  is 
sevtely  surpassed  by  the  nerver  ceasing  attention  of  teachers  in  Lan- 
casterian  schools.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  Keepers  must  be  vigilant, 
or  Penitentiaries  will  remain  schools  of  vice. 

Tkeif  shoudd  be  men  of  pure  and  chaste  conversation.  If  they  are 
ievere  and  passionate,  or  even  petulant  in  their  manner  of  speaking ; 
if  they  are  profane  and  obscene ;  if  they  revile  religion,'  or  even  do  not 
•peak  respectfully  of  it;  if  they  feel  themselves  at  home,  when  con^ 
▼vising  with  convicts  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  taste  and  habits 
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of  the  convict ;  what  is  to  be  expected,  but  an  omalgamatioii  of^  offi- 
•  cers  and  keepers  in  one  corrupt  mass  ?  Some  security  may  exist 
a^nst  so  great  an  evil,  by  selecting  men  for  this  station  of  pure  and 
chaste  conversation,  and  dismissing  those  of  an  opposite  character.  It 
is  painful  to  testify,  that  there  are  men,  in  several  Penitentiaries  at  tlie 
present  time,  who  are  not  an  example  in  this  respect  worthy  of  imita- 
tion, and,  more  than  this,  who  are  confirming  the  habits  of  convicts  in 
sin  by  their  own  ungodliness.  This  ought  not  to  be.  They  ought 
to  bo  men  of  pure  and  chaste  conversation. 

They  ought  to  be  men  who  fear  God,  What  other  security  can  be 
sufficient  to  restrain  theip  from  the  temptations  incident  to  their  situa- 
tion ?  Few  men  have  greater  temptations  to  fraud ;  few  men  have 
greater  trials  of  their  temper ;  few  men  become  abusive  and  iujurlous 
vrith  greater  impunity;  none  have  greater  opportunities  to  learn  ^  the 
arts  of  mischief.  What  man,  who  does  not  fear  God,  ought  to  be 
placed  in  such  a  situation  ?  It  is  devoutly  to  be  desired,  that  men  of 
this  character  should  be  found,  in  greater  numbers,  who  will  be  willing 
to  deny  themselves  some  of  the  comforts  of  life  for  the  good  they  may 
do  in  Prisons.  They  ought  to  remember,  however,  that  their  own 
principles  should  be  very  well  established,  before  they  expose  them- 
selves to  the  temptations  of  such  places. 

They  ought  to  possess  great  benevolence.  About  three  thousand  of 
the  greatest  villains  in  our  country  are  constantly  in  our  Penitentia- 
ries. T]h^y  ^^^  placed  under  the  immediate  care  of  about  two  hun- 
dred individuals.  The  opportunity  of  usefulness,  here  enjoyed,  is  seen 
by  what  Elizabeth  Fry  has  done  in  Newgate,  and  what  HowAftD 
has  done  in  many  Prisons.  It  is  common  to  look  upon  these  persons 
as  more  than  mortal ;  while,  in  fact,  they  are  persons  of  like  passions 
with  others.  The  great  secret  of  their  success  appears  to  be,  that  they 
both  LABORED  MDCH,  with  great  benevolence,  in  a  department  of  hu- 
man affairs,  which  most  persons  of  the  same  spirit  neglect  altogether. 
This  is  undeniably  the  great  reason  why  their  success  appears  to  the 
world  to  be  so  wonderful.  The  same  powers  might  have  been  de- 
voted to  some  other,  cause,  with'equal  industry  and  perseverance,  and 
the  persons  never  have  been  heard  of  out  of  the  circle  of  private 
friendship.  These  things  are  not  said  to  detract  from  the  immortal 
honors  which  belong  to  either ;  but  to  allure  others  of  similar  charac- 
ter to  the  same  field  of  usefulness.  If  such  persons  could  be  found, 
not  only  to  visit  Prisons,  but  to  become  officers  in  them,  incalculable 
good  would  be  done.  And  is  this  too  much  to  expect  ?  Out  of  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants  in  this  country,  are  there  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, besides  those  already  engaged,  who  have  all  the  prudence,  wis- 
dom, selMenial,  and  benevolence  necessary  to  qualify  them  for  a  most 
acceptable  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  station ;  and  who  not  only 
possess  the  necessary  qualifications,  but  the  disposition,  to  enter  a  field 
of  so  great  usefulness  )  The  time,  we  believe,  is  approaching,  when 
it  will  be  more  generally  felt,  that  the  station  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance ;  and  when  persons  of  elevated  character  shall  be  made  willing 
in  greater  numbers  to  accept  the  trust  When  this  is  done,  and  our 
Prisons  are  furnished  throui^out  with  ooob  officers,  then  will  much 
have  been  done  towards  making  them,  what  they  were  designed  to  be, 
plaees  of  punishment,  restraiht,  obedience,  correction,  and  reformar- 
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don ;  and  not  what  they  have  been,  to  a  lamentable  extent,  semmaries 
of  ?ice. 

3.  Profiiable  EmpkymetU, — ^This  is  more  difficult,  with  bad  officers, 
a  bad  location,  and  a  great  diversity  of  curious  and  difficult  branches 
of  business,  than  in  other  circumstances  ;-  but  in  every  Penitentiary, 
where  hard  labor  is  the  business  of  the  convicts,  something  must  be 
radically  wrong,  if  the  Institution  does  not  at  least  support  itself.  It 
has  been  done  in  Vermont,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  superin-^ 
tendent,  about  five  years,  by  weaving ;  it  has  been  done,  and  much 
more  has  been  done  in  New  Hampshire,  a  longer  period,  by  hammer- 
ing granite ;  it  has  been  much  more  than  done  in  Massachusetts,  three 
years,  principally  by  hammering  granite ;  it  has  been  more  than  done 
m  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  principally  by 
annning,  sewing,  and  knitting ;  it  remains,  therefore,  yet  to  be  proved, 
tnat  it  cannot  be  done  in  other  Penitentiaries. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  net  proceeds  of  several  Prisons, 
after  defiraying  every  expense. 


1822 

New  Honpahin 
$  192,50 

itataadoutlti. 

t 

Baltimort, 
Female  Deparbntnt, 

1823 

263,82 

f  227,63 

1824 

1,799,61 

$  312,78 

302,04 

1825 

6,340,67 

9,151,37 

\ 

1826 

8,819,17 

3.  SoBiojy  Omfinemeni  at  Night, — Sufficient  evidence  was  exhibit* 
ed  in  the  last  Report,  that  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  among 
weU  informed  men  on  this  subject 

Melancholy  evidence  was  also  exhibited  of  the  crowded  state  of 
the  ni^^ht  rooms  in  several  Penitentiaries.  "'  In  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  from  two  to  six  are  lodged  in  each  room ;  in  Massachusetts, 
from  four  to  sixteen ;  in  Connecticut,  at  Newgate,  from  fifteen  to 
thirty-two ;  in  New  York  city,  twelve ;  in  New  Jersey,  ten  or  twelve ; 
in  Pennsylvania,  twenty-nine,  thirty,  and  thirty-one;  in  Maryland, 
from  seven  to  ten ;  in  Virginia,  from  two  to  four." 

It  is  the  principal  object  here  to  show  the  progressive  improvement 
and  the  present  state  6i  our  Prisons  in  this  respect 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  the  number  of  prisoners  in  August,  1826,  was 
rigfaty-two  ;  the  number  of  cells  fifty ;  in  twenty*eight  cells,  one  in 
«ach ;  in  twenty-two,  two  in  each.  In  Vermont  and  New  Hamp- 
shire there  has  been  no  change  during  the  last  year. 

In  Massachusetts  the  foundation  of  the  new  Prison,  to  contain  three 
hundred  cells,  on  the  Auburn  ^  plan,  is  laid  within  the  walls  of  the 
jard,  at  Cbarlestown,  and  the  first  story  of  cells  is  partly  built 

In  Connecticut,  the  new  Prison  at  Weathersfield,  on  the  Auburn 
plan,  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  cells,  is  nearly  finished, 
and  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  all  the  convicts  from  Newgate 
in  September. 

In  New  York  city,  at  the  Penitentiary,  on  the  East  River,  the  par- 
tition walls  have  been  removed  from  a  part  of  one  wing  of  the  buildmg, 
and  tfairty-two  cells  on  the  Auburn  plan  constructed. 
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At  the  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  New  York, 
two  buildings  have  been  erected,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  one  for  boys, 
oontaini&g  one  hundred  and  tiiirty-two  sleeping  rooms,  and  one  foi 
giris,  oontainiiig  sixty-eight 

At  Sing  Sing,  thirty  miles  above  New  Yoilc,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  North  River,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  cells  are  completed, 
on  the  same  plan,  in  the  building  designed  to  contain,  when  finished, 
eight  hundred. 

At  Auburn,  the  number  of  cells  exceeds  the  number  of  pfisoucrs 
more  than  one  hundred. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  prisoners  have  been  all  removed  from  that  part 
of  the  building  formerly  occupied,  where  the  night  rooms  were  crowd- 
ed, and  confined  in  the  south  wing,  in  cells  designed  oH^nally  for 
so^tary  confinement ;  but  so  constructed,  that  the  prisoners  can  have 
free  communication  with  each  other,  subject  to  no  inspection  from  the 
keepers.  The  number  of  prisoners  is  sixty-seven,  and  the  number  of 
cells  but  forty. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  filfy  solitary  cells,  on  a  plan,  the  ground  view  of  which  will 
be  exhibited  in  this  Report,  has  been  so  far  completed  as  to  admit 
prisoners. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  new  Prison,  which  is  partly  built,  has,  erected 
within  its  walls,  tiiree  nmges  of  cells,  containing  one  hundred  and 
eight,  not  yet  completed,  on  a  plan  differing  from  that  adopted  either 
at  Pittsburg  or  Auburn,  the  ground  view  of  which  will  be  also  ex- 
hibited. 

In  Maryland,  the  Governor  recommended,  in  his  message  to  the 
Legislature  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session,  the  erection  H  a  build- 
ing, in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  for  the  purpose  of  solitary  confine- 
ment at  night,  and  an  appropriation  was  made  for  die  purpose  of 
thirty  thouMad  dollars. 

In  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  only  the  new  Penitentiary,  but  the 
county  Prisons  in  Wsshington  and  Alexandria,  are  to  contain  cells,  on 
the  Aubtim  plan,  for  solitary  confinement  at  night :  the  Penitentiary 
is  to  contain  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

In  Virginia,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio,  it  is  not  known  thtt  any 
change  has  been  made,  during  the  last  year,  in  the  night  rooms  of  the 
Penitentiaries. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  every  friend  of  humanity,  and  every  'enetnr 
of  systematic,  combing  and  desolating  viltany,  to  know  that  so  much 
progress  has  been  made  towards  providing  in  our  Prisons  suitable 
apartments  for  solitary  confinement  at  night 

4.  Hard  Labor  hy  2Aiy.---Some  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  hard  labor 
are  the  following:  it  u  productioe;  U  is  heaJUky ;  it  teaches  convicts 
how  they  may  mipporl  thtmgelws  when  they  leave  the  PH$m  ;  it  is  rffor- 
tnatory  f  it  is  consonant  wiih  republican  principles. 

It  ia  productive.  It  has  already  been  seen,  that  several  Penrtentis- 
ries,  in  this  way,  more  than  support  themselves ;  and  the  opinion  has 
been  expressed,  that  something  is  radically  wrong  in  others,  where  the 
same  is  not  done.  This  opinion  is  not  expressed  without  the  know- 
ledge of  a  multitude  of  facts,  besides  those  already  stated,  which  leave 
our  own  minds  as  fully  convinced  on  this  subject,  as  the  minds  of  the 
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CommWonen  of  the  LegUlatures  of  Connecticut  and  New  York.  The 
fonncr  mj,  in  substance,  that  they  have  yet  to  learn,  why  a  Penitea* 
tiaiy  in  Connecticut  cannot  support  itself;  and  the  latter,  that  '^the 
Prisan  at  Auburn,  and  every  other  State  Prison,  ought  to  defray  its 
ovm  eqienses." 

It  is  heaUhi.  The  London  Medical  Repository  states,  that  the^ 
deaths,  in  the  Prison  at  Metz,  were  diminished  one  half  by  the  intnn 
doction  of  labor ;  and  in  the  Prisons  of  France,  generally,  the  mortality 
vhich,  before  the  year  1819,  had  been  in  the  IVisons  of  Paris,  as  well 
16  ID  die  provincial  Prisons,  one  to  twenty-three,  had  been  diminished 
to  one  in  thirty<-three«  This  saving  of  life  is  attributed,  chiefly,  to  one 
f£  the  most  beneficial  measures  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  unprove- 
sent  of  Prisons,  viz.  the  introduction  of  lahor. 

In  r^;ard  to  our  own  country,  it  has  been  stated,  that  the  mortality 
at  CharMstown,  Mass.,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  is 
iboat  one  to  fifty,  or  two  per  cent ;  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver* 
DOBt,  and  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  city,  less  than  one  to 
fifty.    In  all  these  Prisons  hard  labor  is  the  business  of  the  convicts. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  mortality  in  the  State  Prison  in  New 
Yoik  city,  and  in  the  old  county  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  on  Walnut- 
stitet,  has  been  many  years  one  to  eighteen,  or  six  per  cent ;  even^ 
^eater  ttan  that  of  the  Prisons  in  France,  in  their  most  sickly  condi- 
tioa;  but,  when  the  examination  shall  be  made  (which  ought  soon  to 
be  made,)  of  the  causes  of  this  dreadtful  mortality,  there  is  no  reason 
to  apprehend  that  it  will  be  attributed  to  hard  labor.  Notwithstand- 
ing, dieiefore,  what  might  possibly  be  represented  as  an  exception, 
tile  general  bdy  thait  ha^  labor  in  Prisons  is  healdiy,  will  be  admitted. 
b  teaches  conmeis  how  ihey  may  support  themsdves  when  they  ieare 
fk  Prisom,  It  is  a  part  of  the  admirable  system  at  Auburn,  afad  out 
of  ferenty-nane  convicts  discharged  from  that  Prison,  from  whom  in* 
tonoalkm  has  been  received,  fifty-two  have  returned  to  their  familif*9, 
ttd  are  indnttrioua  and  respectable  citizens.  The  evidence  of  this 
moat  deli^tfttl  fact  will  be  exhibited  in  detail,  in  the  se^el  of  this 
aepoit 

It  it  feformaiary.  The  fact  just  stated  is  proof  of  tUs,  as  well  as  of 
^  proposition  for  which,  it  was  adduced. 

b  is  coMonanf  mih  repMican  principles.  This  is  sufficiently  q)pa- 
^t;  because  it  has  been  introduced  in  all  &e  United  States  where 
P^n^eatiaries  have  been  established ;  nor  is  it  known,  that  there  is 
«9  piosf^B^  of  its  being  abandoned,  except  in  Pennsvlvania.  And  it 
aaqnealion  not  yet  decided,  whether  it  will  be  abandoned  there. 
)^e  my,  Uierefore,  consider  the  point  sufficiently  established,  at  least 
a  this  country  generally,  that  hard  labor,  which  is  productive,  and 
^eahhy,  which  teaches  tiie  convicts  how  they  may  support  themselves, 
lid  is  lefonnalory,  which  is  consonant  with  repubnean  principhM, 
^t  to  be  a  part  of  the  discipline  of  a  Penitentiary. 

d.  Means  to  prevent  evil  comMwiicaiion* — SoHtary  confinement,  at 
^;  hard  labor  by  day ;  vigilant  inspection  night  and  day  ;  a  place 
^  every  mauj  and  etery  man  in  his  place ;  ftsing  a  token  when  any  man 
wtt  has  place  ;  the  lock  march  from  the  tkops  to  the  eellSy  and  from  the 
^  to  the  a&ops  ;  not  permiiting  the  men  to  face  each  other  when  their 
tali  allom  them  all  to  face  the  same  way  ;  eating  their  food  in  liW 
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SkfUtary  an^fiinementjU  fughl,  '  If  the  Piison  is  properly  coosfriicted) 
evil  commuQicatiou  can  be  prevented  almost  entineiyi  when  the  men 
axe  iu  tbe  cells,  which  is  ordinarily  twelve  hours  in  twenty-four.  it 
is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  the  solitary  cells  in  the  old  Pd»» 
ons  in  this  country,  with  hardly  an  exception,  are  so  eoiMBtructed,  that 
the  convicts  can  eommMnioate  with  each  other  from  window:  to  wuh 
jdow,  or  from  door  to  door,  without  detecUouu  A  Prison,  therefore, 
constructed  like  that  at  Auburn,  after  the  model  of  which  so  many  of 
tl\e  uew  Prisons  are  buUdingy  with,  such  faoihties  for  iimpection,  that 
one  sontinel  caa  prevent  communicatiooi  bettireen  two  hundred  nen^ 
isgiuat^ain*  IVith  a  building  on  this  plan,  and  proper  inspedioD 
w^hile  the  men  are  in  their  cells,  evil,  communication  oanibe  almost 
entirely  prevented  during  the  night  How  shalUthe  prevented  duiing 
the  day  ?  .... 

,  B^  productive  labors  It  is  mudh  more  diffieult  to  prevent  human 
beiiig^^  from  doing  mischief  when  they  have  nothing  else  to  do,  thatn 
v:\\*^n  they  are  busily  and  usefully  enjoyed*  This  is  a  principle,  in 
regard  to  man,  of  so.  universal  applftcation^  that  it  is  matter  of  eobgrator 
laiioii  and  joy,  that  it  is  kept  in  view  .even  -  in  the  management  of 
Prisons^  The  busy  hum  ot  industiry,  breaking  the  atiUnesa  of  the 
8Qene,  as  heard  in  ^e  Prison  at  Auburn,  is  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
iMaiths  and  impreeations^  the  obscenity  and  {loHutioin,  i&e  schemes  of 
villaiiy,  and  malignant  soliloquies,  which  may.  he  heard  by  the  side  of 
the  solitary  cells  of  gloomy  dungeons  m  many  Piisons^  where  labor 
has  not  been  introduced,  or  in  those  States  wbere  a  part  of  the  jienalty 
is  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor.  But  with  the 
aid  of  productive  labor  to  prevent  evil  communiealion,  something  more 
j»  ivecessary ;  {or  in -many  PemtentiarieSy  where  labor  is-  introdneedy 
there  is  still  much  evil  communication.  How  shdl  this  be  prevenled  i 
By^  vifjUimki  inspection  dtt^  aud  niffht.  This .  is  done  n^ost  effectuall j^ 
during  the  day,  oy  assigning  every  offiner  a  given^ number  of  <men,  fot 
whose  good  conduct  he  is  responsible^.  In  Sin  shops,  he  has  his  plaee 
(Mf  observation,  wheie  he  may.be  always  found  durimg  working  hours. 
If  he  has  occasion  to  leave,  the  shop,  he  does  not  do  it  till  some  one  as 
obtained  to  lake  his  place  dnring  Ihs  absence.  In  this  way,  Jbus  eye, 
or  the  eye  of  his  sid^stitute,  isoonstandy^qpon  his  men.  When  4i)e 
men  leave  the  shops  to  return  to  their  cells,  he  walks  by  their  sidei 
and  when  they- are  brought  again  from  the  odls  to  the  shops,  be  does 
the  same*  In  this  way,  if  one  keeper  has  assigned  to  his  «:aie»  not 
less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty  men,  he  can,  to  a  great  eKtem^ 
mevent  evil  eommuincation  dnring  the  day«  And  at  nighty  if.thd 
Prison  is  properly  constructed,  mie  sentinel,  by  walking  continually  in 
moccasins,  on  the  galleries,  or  in  the  area  in  front  x>f -the  eetls,  may 
keep  silence  among  a  great  number  of  prisoneis*  .  Thus,  by  vigiiaat 
inspection,  day  and  night,  evil  communication  is  almost  entirely  pre* 
vented*  In  the  accomplishment  of  this  giseat  object,  the  keeper  wUl 
be  much  assisted  by  having 

'  A  place  far  erery  fn<m,  md  every  man  in  his  place*  A  convict  should 
have  the  same  cell  at  night,  the  same  place  in  the  shc^  and  the  aame 
relative  position  in  the  column,  while  marching  to  and  from  the  shopn. 
Thus  if  there  is  any  communication,  except  between  those  who  are 
mear  each  ofher,  it  is  interrupted  and  difficult    The  practical  effect  of 
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duft  rale  will  be  usderstood  by  the  follov^g  illustration.'  A,  convict 
Crooi  a  Prisop  containing  seven)  hundred  prisoners,  where  this  rule 
it  not  observed,  said  he  could  ordinarily  see  and  converse  with  any 
prisaner  ia  the  establishment  in  the  eourse  of  a  day.     On  the  contrary, 
vbece  the  rule  is  observed,  old  conurades  hare  been  in  the  same  Prison, . 
pissed  through  tiM  same  yard  daily,  and  worked  month  afler  month 
in  <Mereiit  shops  connected  with  it,  without  ever  having  an  opportu- 
nity le  speak  to  one  another,  and  each  without  knowing  that  the  other 
iris  there.     It  is  not  perceived  how  order  could  be  produced,  and  evil 
commoDication  prevented  to  this  extent,  without  having  a  place  for 
evenr  auai,  and  every  man  in  his  place.      But  sometimes  it  is  neees*> 
mry  tor  men  to  leave  their  places :  to  guard,  therefore,  against  the 
danger  of  having  several  gone,  at  the  same  time,  t^  a  place  <^  common 
resort,  it  is  beneficial  to  use 

A  takai'wkBU  emy  man  kacet  kis  jdace.  This  may  be  a  shiall  piece 
sf  wood,  or  a  ring,  saspended  in  the  centre  of  the  shop.  If  this  is 
gone,  s<Hne  one  has  taken  it,  and  the  others  must  remain  where  they 
are.  The  effect  of  this  simple  and  good  design,  in  prerentlng  evil 
coniBQDicadon,  is  greater  than  would  be  readily  believed  by  those 
vho  had  never  seen  an  illustration  of  it  A  |»erson,  who  had  d^e  c^kre 
of  forty  or  K^  convicts,  had  reduced  to  order  a  scene  of  c<mfusion; 
»  that  At  prindpal  difficulty  that  remained  was  iVom  the  frequent 
escane  of  several,  at  the  same  time,  to  a  place  where  ^ey  might  be 
iBscnierotk  without  detection.  The  evil  was  prevented  with  great 
faee,  by  using  a  token  when  any  one  left  his  place.  Another  Lo^xvt* 
aat  reg^ation  to  prevent  evil  commfiimeation  is, 

The  lock  MorcA  from  the  Aop$  to  the  eeUt,  aiuf  frim  the  tettt  to  the 
icpfL  This  consists  in  forming  all  the  men,  under  the  owe  of  eaeh 
keeper,  into  a  solid  column,  and  requiring  them  to  mardi  off,  at  the 
same  lime,  with  a  uniform  step/  in  a  solid  body.  The  object  is  to 
prevent  the  prisoners,  ^^  when  their  cells  are  unlocked,  (torn  flocking 
*OBiuaedly  into  the  yard,  and,  at  the  sound  of  the  bell  for  neals,  from 
t^onag  Hke  an  undisciplined  mob  to  the  mes9*roont."  This  is  gene^ 
aHy  an  evil  hour  with  prisoners;  if  any  conspiinoy  or  rebellion  is  un^ 
derconaideration,  it  is  then  communiciii^ted.  In  die  mode  pvoposed| 
illi  a  time  of  as  vnueh  order  and  silence  as  any^  odier  during  the  day. 
It  isi  in  ftct^  a  peculiariy  favoraMe  time  to  see  the  oidev  and  regnlar«> 
il^  prodhieed  in  Prison  by  sahitary  discipline ;  and  if  an^  one  ho«r 
ivoe  «p  be  aelected,  while  the  prisonen  are  awake,  in  which  they^do 
asdring  and  attempt  nothing-  of  an  improper  character,  probably  no 
^marmid  be  found  mare  free  from  guik  than  this.  Anomer  regukk 
tioa  of  eiHisiderable  importance  in  preventing  evil  comnvitiiealion  4s, 

MotUittmff  the  c&ttoictM  face  each  other  when  their  hnthem  will penin 
Aon  ie  fmce-  the  earns  tooyi  This  mte  may  be  adopted  in  .shops,  Ui 
ihnciaakcra^  taiors,  and  weavers :  also,  among  female  eonvaets,  wheit 
euployed  in  sewing,  knitting,  and  spinning :  end  on  the  Sabbali^ 
when  aaaembled  in  the  chapel.  In  this  way,  the  language  of  signs, 
ivlKlher  by  llie' hands  or  features,  is  prevented ;  for  the  skpas  signify 
BOilgnif  if  ibey  are  not  seen. .  Now  if  the  king  of  countemiters,  or  a 

St  in  any  dep^Mnent  of  wickedness,  can  be  placed  in  the  end  of  a 
dbop,  and  be  permitted  to  sit  with  his  face  towards  the  convicts, 
kave  didfli  aJl  facing  him,  he  will^he  very  happy  in  the  opportn 
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nity  of  commuDicating  ideas  by  the  language  of  signs ;  but,  turning  bis 
back  to  the  convicts,  and  his  face  to  the  wall,  he  will  feel  diiferentty. 
The  principle,  therefore,  •  of  not  permitting  the  convicts  to  face  each 
other,  when  their  business  will  permit  them  to  face  the  same  way, 
is  believed  to  be  one  of  considerable  importance.  The  only  regulation 
remaining  to  be  mentioned  to  prevent  evil  communication  is, 

Eating  iheirfood  in  the  ceUs,  This  removes,  at  once,  all  temptations 
to  mischief  in  a  common  hall.  This  regulation  has  been  adopted  at 
Sing  Sing,  and  vidll  probably  be  adopted  in  Massachusetts. 

By  observing  these  rulesf  evil  communication  may  be  in  a  great  de- 
gree prevented,  even  where  the  men  work  in  the  same  apartment 

There  is  another  mode,  which  we  do  not  approve,  to  prevent  evil 
communication,  which  renders  many  of  the  above  regulations  unneces- 
sary; viz. 

SolUdry  confinement  day  and  night.  On  this  subject,  there  is  great 
interest  excited,  at  the  present  time,  in  America  and  in  Europe.  It 
will  be  our  object  to  present  such  facts  as  are  known  to  us  concerning 
experiments  already  made  in  this  country. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  which  has  been  in  operation  about  lliree  years, 
a  large  number  of  the  convicts  have  been  sentenced  to  six  months  soli- 
tary confinement  day  and  night,  and  to  a  period  of  time  afterwards  of 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  hard  labor  by  day.  A  considerable 
number  more  have  been  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement  day  and 
night,  for  the  whole  term  of  their  imprisonment.  This  Prison  is  under 
the  management  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  been  a  memb^  of  the  Se« 
nate,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  who  is,  also,  a  skilful  physician.  He 
has,  therefore,  been  entrusted  with  discretionary  power,  by  the  Execu- 
tive, to  remove  the  men  from  the  cells  to  the  hospital,  when  their 
health  and  life  required  it.  The  forpier  Governor  of  the  State  inform- 
ed the  Secretary  of  this  Society,  that  it  would  not  have  been  thought 
safe  ta  inflict  sentences  of  so  long  continuance  in  solitary  confinement, 
if  great  confidence  had  not  been  placed  in  the  discretion  of  the  super- 
intendent The  judges,  however,  and  the  Executive,  when  the  Prison 
was  built,  were  strongly  in  favor  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night, 
and  they  wished  to  make  a  fair  experiment.  VThat,  t}ien,  is  the  tes- 
timony of  the  superintendent  of  this  Prison,  on  this  vastly  important 
a^d  interesting  subject  ?  And  what  is  the  testimony  of  the  Records 
of  the  Prison  ?  The  following  statement  is  collected  from  the  records 
and  the  superintendent  It  exhibits  the  names  of  several  convicts  ; 
the  length  of  time  they  were  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement ;  the 
length  of  time  they  were  able  to  endure  it  before  they  were  removed 
to  the  hospital ;  the  length  of  time  they  remained  in  the  hospital  be- 
fore they  returned  to  the  cells ;  the  alternation  between  the  cells  and 
the  hospital  to  fulfil  the  whole  term  of  solitary  confinement ;  and  the 
snicide  of  two  convicts  in  the  cells.  These  are  the  only  convicts  who 
have  died  since  the  Prison  was  organized. 

Name  and  Bentmee.  In  Solitary.  JnHotpHaL  hiSoHiary, 

Joseph  Bubier,  June  18  July    1  12  days. 

62  days  solitaiy,  July    8  July    8  5  days. 

and  one  year  July  11  July  23  ,  12  days. 

hard  labor.  *    July  28  Aug.  24  '  27  days. 
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In  tiiiacase  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  man  to  the  hospital  four 
times,  to  enable  him  to  endure  fifty-six  days  solitary.  The  Secretary 
nw  him  when  he  was  removed  from  the  cell  the  last  time.  He 
shirered  like  an  aspen  leaf;  his  pulse  was  very  feeble ;  his  articula- 
tion could  scarcely  oe  heard  from  Ids  bed  to  the  grate  of  his  cell,  eight 
feet;  and  when  he  was  taken  out,  he  could  with  difficulty  stand  alone. 


4  days. 


Name  and  Smienee.  SoUtarp.  Bktide. 

Simeon  Record,  Dec   5  Dec.  8 

70  days  sotitaiy,  and 
four  years  hard  labor. 

At  half  past  seven  o'clock,  on  Wednesday  morning,  he  was  foimd 
dead,  having  hung  himself  to  the  grate  of  the  cell  with  a  piece  of  the 
lashing  of  his  hammock. 


Isaac  Martin, 
60  days  soUtaiy,  and 
3  months  hard  labor. 


BetUary. 

March  27 
July  1 


M  Labor, 

April  20 
July  26 


Jh  Solitary, 

24  days. 

25  days. 


Isaac  Martin  cut  his  throat  in  his  cell  July  26,  when  he  was  removed 
to  the  iMwpital,  where  he  remained  nine  days,  and  died. 


Ikm  (md  Sfnlenet, 

Elisha  Cole, 
100  days  solitary. 


SooatasHowe, 
<  mnailii  solitary. 


SoSlary, 

Nov,  6 
Jan.    4 

July  4 
Sept  21 
Dec  2 
Jan.    19 


ffotpHai. 

Dec.  28 
Feb.  22 

HatpUoL 
Sqpt     t 

Nov-  7 
Jan,  16 
Feb.  12 


BdUtoy, 

62  days. 
48  days. 

BoHtary, 

66  days. 
47  days. 
44  days. 
23  days. 


Jfimu  and  Sofdefice, 

Jfithaniel  Parsons, 
6  months  solitary. 


Solitary.  HbtffitaL  Solitary. 

July    3  Aug.  16  43  days. 

Aug.  19  Aug.  27  *  6  days. 

Aug.  28  Se^  17  20  days. 

This  man  remained  in  the  hospital,  after  his  discharge  from  the  cell 
&e  last  time,  from  September  17  till  December  3,  when  he  was  par- 
^aed  on  account  of  ill  healthl 


Cf.li'Ju.iii 

ootmym 

Sept  9 


HttpUal, 
Jan.   9 


Solitary, 

4  months. 


£dmuui  Eastman, 
4  mtttiha  solitary. 

eadared  the  whole  period,  without  leaving  the  cell. 


in  AlUm  was  sentenced  to  six  mpnths  solitary  and  two  years  three 
nonths  and  fourteen  days  hard  labor.  He  went  immediately  into 
*^itarf,  and  remained  seventy-four  days  without  interruption.  At  the 
^  of  this  period,  he  came  out  in  good  health,  and  performed  a  good 
^j't  labor  in  the  quarry.  Dr.  Rose  expresses  the  opinion,  that  this 
■>B  would  live  in  solitary  confinement  about  as  well  and  as  long  as 
>Bj  where  else.  He  has  been  a  soldier^  and  has  been  accustomed  to 
^  hardships  of  a  camp.  He  has  been  a  wanderer  in  the  world, 
^out  a  home.  It  is  not  material  to  him  where  be  is.  The  keeper 
^>>b  that  six  months  solitary  to  this  man  would  not  be  a  greater 
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pmushment  tban  fifteen  days  to  a  convict  who  had  been  aeciutomed 
to  the  comforts  of  life :  also^  that  he  would  rather  endure  six  mon^ 
sditaiy  confinement  than  ten  stripes.. 

»  John  Stevens  and  John  Cain  both  entered  the  Prison  at  the  saoBie 
time,  under  sentence  of  three  months  soUtany,  and  botfi  endured  the 
whole  period  without  interruption,  having  received  nothing  except  the 
usual  allowance  of  bread  and  water,  and  a  little  camphor  to  rub  on 
their  heads. 

Benjamin  Williams^  also,  endured  three  months  solitary  without 
interruption. 

But,  in  general,  the  superintendent  states,  that  nearly  as  much  time 
is  necessary  in  the  hospital  to  fulfil  long,  sotitary  sentences,  as  in  the 
cells.  He  also  en>resses  an  opinion,  in  his  last  report  to  the  Legisl** 
ture,  that  long  penods  of  solitary  imprisonment  inflicted  on  convicts,  is 
worse  than  useless  as  a  means  of  reformation.  The  character  of  ihe 
superyitendent  of  this  Prison  ia  such,  that  the  opinions  expressed  by 
him  on  diis  subject,  as  the  results  of  his  experience,  will  be  thowght 
worthy  of  particular  consideration.  He  says,  ^'  the  great  diversity  of 
character,  as  it  respects  habits  and  temperament  of  body  and  mind, 
renders  solitary  imprisonment  a  very  unequal  punishment  Some  per- 
sons will  endure  solitary  confinement  vntiiout  appearing  to  be  mucli 
debilitated,  either  in  body  or  mind,  while  others  sink  under  mneh  less, 
and,  if  the  punishment  was  unremittingly  continued,  would  die,  or  be- 
come incurably  insane. 

"  However  persons  of  strong  miads,  who  suffer  in  what  they  deem 
a  righteous  cause,  may  be  able  to  endure  solitary  confinementi  and 
retain  their  bodily  and  mental  vigor^  yet  it  is  not  to  be  expected  of 
criminals,  with  minds  diMouraged  by  eonrvictton  and  disgrace. 

*^  Those  persons  who  shudder  at  &e  cruelty  of  inflicting  stripes  as  a 
punishment,  but  can  contemplate  the  case  of  a  fellow  being,  suffering 
a  long  period  of  solitary  imprisoimient,  without  emotion,  must  be 
grossly  ignorant  of  the  mentu  and  bodily  steering  endured  by  a  long 
confinement  in  solitude. 

'^  As  far  as  the  experience  in  our  State  Prison  proves  any  thing  re- 
specting the  efficacy  of  solitary  imprisonment  in  preventing  crimes  hy 
reforming  convicts,  it  will  induce  us  to  believe  that  it  is  not  more  effect 
tual  than  confinement  to  hard  labor.  Seven  of  the  convicts  now  m 
the  State  Prison  are  conmntted  a  second  time,  for  crimes  perpetrated 
after  having  been  discharged  from  this  Prison;  three  of  these  had 
been  punished  by  solitary  imprisonment  witiiout  kabor,  and  die  ethers 
by  solitary  imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor. 

"  The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
very  Justly  observes,  ^that  a  degree  of  mental  distress  and  anguish 
may  be  necessaiy  to  humble  and  reform  an  offender;  but  cany  it  too 
far,  and  he  will  become  a  savage  in  his  temper  and  feelmga^  or  he  will 
sink  in  despair.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  uninterrupted  solitude  tends 
to  sour  the  feelings,  destroy  the  affections,  hardeb  the  hearty  andi»» 
duce  men  to  cultivate  a*  spirit  of  revenge,  or  drive  them  to  dei^air^' 

^^  I  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  to  express  an  opinion,  tbaft 
solitary  imprisonment  ought  not,  in  any  case,  to  be  inflicted.  On  ike 
contrary,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  proper  punishment  for 
prison  (hscipline  in  many  cases ;  but  for  that  purpose^  short  peiiodi 
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only  will  be  necessary ;  seldom,  if  ever,  to  exceed  ten  days.  In  the 
cases  of  juveaile  oiTenders,  it  may  also  be  very  useful  and  proper,  in 
periods  of  twenty,  or  thirty  days,  but  never  to  exceed  sixty  days.  If 
r^ntance  and  amendment  are  not  effected  by  thirty  days  of  strict  soli- 
tsjy  confinement,  it  can  rarely  be  expected  to  be  obtained  by  a  longer 
penod.'' 

The  Legislature  of  Maine,  in  consideration  of  the  opinions  and  fac6» 
ibove  stated,  passed  a  law,  in  February,  1827,  in  the  words  following : 
*^Be  it  euaUedy  that  all  punishments,  1}y  imprisonment  in  the  State 
Prison^  shall  be  by  confinement  to  hard  labor,  and  not  by  solitary  im- 
paMament :  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  preclude 
the  Qse  of  solitary  confinement  as  a  prison  discipline  for  the  govern- 
ment and  good  order  of  the  prisoners."  Thus  we  have  endeavored  to 
exhibit  llie  resets  of  the  experience  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  regard 
Id  solitary  imprisomnent  day  and  night 

Id  New  Hampshire,  Moses  C.  Pilsqury,  Esq.  who  has  been  seve- 
nl  yeais  the  warden  of  that  Prison,  the  surprising  results  of  whose 
9ood  managem^it,  both  in  regard  to  the  income  and  the  moral  charac- 
ter of  the  InstitutioQ,  were  exhibited  in  the  last  Report,  was  asked, 
whether  eonviels  ought  not  to  be  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement 
day  and  night,  for  a  short  time  at  least  He  said  it  would  do  much 
Boie  good  to  give  them  hard  labor  by  day,  and  solitary  confinement 
it  night. 

At  Aubnni,  N.  Y.,  the  experiment  was  tried  in  1822,  by  the  friends 
rfsditary  confinement  day  and  night,  on  eighty  convicts,  for  a  period 
<f  ten  months.  The  experiment  was  conducted  with  great  care,  and 
the  obserFations  made  i^pear  to  have  been  impartial.  As  it  was 
done  by  the  friends  of  the  system,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  results 
were  -as  favorable  as  they  could  make  tliem.  In  the  Report  of  the 
CsmmissionerB  to  the  Legislature,  in  January,  1825,  these  results  are 
iteted  with  philosophical  accuracy.  Concerning  these  results,  it  is 
sofficieiit  to  eay,  that  they  were  unfavorable  to  this  mode  of  punish- 
■teot,  and  it  was  accordingly  abandoned  in  that  Prison.  It  was  found, 
io  many  instances,  to  injuire  the  health  ;  to  impair  the  reason ;  to  en- 
duger  the  Jife ;  to  leave  the  men  enfeebled  and  unable  to  work  when 
they  left  the  Prison,  and  as  ignorant  of  any  useful  business  as  when 
Ibcy  were  committed ;  and,  consequently,  more  productive  of  recom- 
tttnents,  and  less  of  reformation,  than  solitary  confinement  at  night 
sad  hspd  labor  by  day. 

The  experiment  in  New  Jersey  has  been  continued  four  years,  upon 
la  average  number  of  twelve  convicts ;  some  of  whom  have  been 
c^teen  months,  and  some  two  years,  in  the  cells,  without  intermis- 
■on ;  bat  in  this  ease,  though  the  men  are  in  separate  cells,  still  the 
«dls  aie  to  arranged,  that  several,  men  can  converse  as  freely  as  if 
Aey  were  in  die  same  room^  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prevent 
it  This,  therefore^  is  to  be  regarded  no  farther  as  an  experiment  on 
HiHarj  confittement  day  and  night,  than  as  keeping  the  men  from 
•edng  or  eonung  in  contact  with  each  other ;  but  not  from  evil  com- 
■■tieationi  and  corrupt  society.  In  the  opinion  of  the  keeper  of  that 
PHwn,  this  mode  of  punishment  has  been  useful  in  preventing  re- 
oonumtments,  and  not  permanently  injurious  to  health  or  reason. 
Haw  hr  the  difference  in  the  results  of  this  experiment  firom  that  at 
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Auburn,  and  the  other  in  Maine,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  difference 
in  the  construction  of  the  ceils,  and  the  management  and  diet  of  the 
prisoners,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  In  Maine  the  cells  are  very 
gloomy,  and  communication  is  difficult,  though  not  impossible.  At 
Auburn  the  cells  are  not  gloomy,  and  communication  was  prevented 
(by  and  night  by  a  sentinel.  In  New  Jersey  the  cells  are  not  gloomy, 
and  social  intercourse  was  unrestrained.  In  Maine  the  diet  was  very 
low,  i.  e.  a  pound  of  bread  and  cold  water  only.  At  Auburn,  and  in 
New  Jersey,  it  was  coarse,*but  nutritious.  In  Maine  the  men  might 
have  endured  solitary  confinement,  with  a  more  nutritious  diet,  a  much 
longer  period.  At  Auburn  they  might  not  have  been  as  much  injured 
ia  health  or  reason  if  tliey  had  been  permitted  to  converse  with  each 
other.  And  in  New  Jersey  they  might  have  been  more  injured  if 
this  kind  of  communication  had  been  restrained.  As  the  experiments 
have  been  conducted,  they  appear  to  be  decidedly  against  solitary 
confinement  day  and  night  in  Maine  and  at  Auburn,  and  in  favor  of  it 
in  New  Jersey.  As  this  mode  of  punishment,  however,  would  proba- 
bly never  be  adopted,  except  to  prevent  effectually  all  evil  commnnir 
cation,  the  experiment  in  New  Jersey  cannot  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
entire  seclusion :  for  there  was  nothing  of  this  character  in  it. 

There  have  been  other  experiments  made  in  this  country,  in  many 
Prisons,  on  individuals,  in  regard  to  this  mode  of  punishment,  some- 
times for  misdemeanor,  and  sometimes  for  experiment  merely.  One 
was  mentioned  in  the  last  Report.  ^'  A  man  in  a  narrow  cell,  which 
was  almost  a  dungeon,  where  he  bad  been  in  heavy  chains,  on  a  small 
allowance  of  food,  three  months,  was  asked  whether  he  had  rather 
remain  three  months  longer,  in  the  same  situation,  than  receive  a  small 
number  of  stripes  on  his  bare  back.  He  said  he  had  rather  remain." 
It  is  not  known,  that  Uiis  man  had  had  any  communication  with  any 
one  except  his  keeper,  and  his  diet  had  been  much  more  nutritioiui 
than  that  used  in  Maine.  In  the  mode  in  which  he  was  treated,  his 
spirits  appeared  perfectly  unsubdued,  and  his  health  and  reason  nniia- 
paired,  and  his  disposition  ready  for  mischief  whenever  he  should  be 
released.    There  was  nothing  seen  in  him  that  looked  like  contrition. 

There  is  another  man,  who  has  been  in  a  solitary  cell  much  of  the 
time  for  seventeen  years,  and  all  the  time  for  more  than  six  of  the  last 
years.     He  is  still  alive.     He  does  not  appear  insane.     His  health  m 
feeble,  and  he  has  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs,  so  that  he  uses  cnitchea. 
His  disposition,  however,  remains  the  same  as  when  he  was  oommit 
ted  to  the  cell,  more  than  six  years  ago.     He  had  been  previously  re 
leased,  and  put  upon  his  honor  for  good  behavior.     He  almost  imme- 
diately procured  a  hatchet,  and  struck  it  into  the  neek  of  a  keeper,  m 
such  a  manner  as  to  endanger  his  life*     He  was  a^ain  committed  to 
the  cell,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since,  with  a  malignant,  revenge- 
ful spirit ;  as  b  evident  from  the  fact,  that  he  attempted  to  take  the 
life,  a  few  months  since,  of  a  keeper,  who  gave  him  his  food.     His 
cell  is  gloomy  and  filthy.     His  food  is  coarse  but  nutritaons.     His  in* 
tercourse  is  in  a  great  degree  restrsuned. 

In  regard  to  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement  on  the  individmla 
last  mentioned,  as  well  as  on  those  who  were  subject  to  it  in  Maine, 
New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  it  is  true,  that  diey  were  left  to  suffer 
their  punishment,  during  the  whole  period,  desHiuie^  in  a  grmi  de^irm^ 
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of  the  means  of  grace.  In  the  new  Prison  m  Philadelphia,  in  which 
it  b  proposed  to  adopt  this  mode  of  panishment,  and  prevent  evil 
eommtiQicatian  by  soHtary  confinement  day  and  night,  it  has  heen 
said,  hy  one  of  the  Commissioners,  that  he  should  rather  ahandou  the 
system,  and  adopt  that  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  hard  labor 
by  day,  tbaa  see  the  men  e6nfined  in  the  cells  day  and  night,  without 
fte  means  of  grace.  We  may  hope,  therefore,  il  the  experiment  is 
tgain  tried,  it  will  not  be  done  without  adequate  provision  for  moral 
t&d  relig^us  instruction.  How  far  it  may  be  successful  with  this  va- 
riation cannot  be  told  until  the  experiment  has  been  made. 

A»  the  experimefU$  have  been  conducted^  thusfar^  the  restdts  are  deci- 
Mg  opposed  to  solitary  confinement  day  and  nighty  as  the  means  ofpre- 
tnimg  euU  eommumcation.  We  are  leftj  therefore^  in  tieiS  of  aU  tfie 
fsds  known  to  in,  with  a  preference  for  solitary  confinement  at  rdghty  and 
hard  labor  by  day,  with  such  reytdations  to  prevent  eoH  communication  as 
Ae  case  requires,  and  as  have  been  already  suggested. 

We  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  a  part  of  the  subject,  concerning 
wlueh  we  feel  the  deepest  interest,  and  which  is  necessary  in  all 


6.  Meons  of  hstratt^on, — On  this  subject  the  opinions  of  practical 
nen,  to  a  great  extent,  are  the  same. 

Dr.  RosB,  the  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  Maine,  in  his  last 
Report  to  -die  Legislatuye,  says,  ^  it  is  very  desirable  that  some  farther 
neans  lor  tfie  moral  -and  feteraiy  instruction  of  the  convicts  should  be 
adopted ;  so  that  they  may  leave  the  Prison  better  prepared  to  be^ 
eone  useful  citizens.''  He  then  quotes,  with  approbation,  the  opinion 
af  the  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  in  fkvor  of  a  Sabbath  school  fot 
yoong  convicts. 

Mr.  PtajBBimv,  fonnerty  superintendent  of  the  Prison  ih  New  Hamp- 
iUre,  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject 
that  he  offered  twenty-^^  dollars  annually,  from  his  own  means,  to 
be  added  to  what  the  State  appropriates,  and  what  might  otherwise  be 
obtained' Ibr  this  purpose,  if  some  ane  cotlld  be  ihdufied  to  devote  a 
onsiderabie  part  of  his  time  to  the  moral  and  reKgiouii  instruction  of 
(he  convicts. 

Mr.  Ltm>s,  the  superintendent,  and  Aie  Commissioners,  Messrs. 
Ami!ts,  iVbBBTS,  and  Aclbn,  of  the  neW  Pris<m  at  Sing  Sing,  have 
ip0«d  no  pains  to  open  the  way  for  tiie  introduction  of  a  chaplain  in 
tibt  fDsdtiition,  who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to  this  object 

Mr.  P<ywvit8,  the  keep^  at  Auburn,  says,  ^'  a  resident  chaplain, 
po9sea»ed  of  those  qudifieations  by  which  he  ought  to  be  distinguish- 
ed ;  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mankind ;  prudent,  firm,  dis- 
nvet^  and  affeetivniate ;  actuated  by  motives  of  public  policy  and 
ChriBtifl&  benevolence ;  will  very  readily  secure  the  respect  and  confi- 
ipnce  of  a  majority  of  the  convicts.  Residing  with  them,  and  visiting 
ftefa*  solitary  and  cheerless  abodes,  they  will  consider  him,  especially 
the  young,  ^eir  minister,  their  guide,  their  counsellor,  and  their  friend ; 
tbey  will  be  disposed  to  open  their  hearts  to  him  with  freedom.  He 
win  learn  their  history,  become  acquainted  with  their  views  and  feel- 
mgi^  tiHi  will' thereby  be  enabled  to  adapt  his  instructions  and  reprooft 
9atfftfio  iadfvidnafs,  as  their  several  circumstances  may  demand. 
Scclmd  ss  the  convicts  are  from  society,  and  shut  out  from  ail  intr 
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course  widi  each  other,  their  minds  seem  to  be  prepared,  in  a  peculiar 
maoner,  to  receive  salutary  impressions ;  and  when  once  made,  haying 
no  connexion  with  their  fellows,  they  are  .in  a  situation  very  favorable 
to  retaining  them. 

^'  There  are  always  more  or  less  of  the  conVicts  who  are  by  sick* 
ness  confined  to  the  hospital.  Without  a  resident  chaplain,  this  class 
of  convicts,  unless  by  mere  accident,  is  deprived  of  die  privilege  of 
religious  instruction.  But  a  resident  chaplain  would  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  often  to  visit  and  converse  with  them,  to  enlighten  the  ignoranty 
to  administer  consolation  to  the  afflicted^  to  sit  by  the  beds  of  the  sick 
and  the  dying,  and,  by  his  instructions  and  admonitions,  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  promote  their  best  present  and  future  interests. 
Though  convicts,  they  are  still  accountable  and  immortal  beings ;  and, 
deprived  as  they  are,  at  such  trying  seasons,  of  the  sympathies  and  kind 
offices  of  their  parents,  their  wives,  and  their  children,  they  need,  in 
a  peculiar  manner,  some  benevolent  and  pious  friend  to  instruct  and 
console  them.  Should  they  die,  the  reflection  rem^s,  that  all  was 
done,  that  humanity  and  Christian  charity  demanded.  Should  they 
recover,  such  a  course  of  treatment  has  a  powerful  tendency  to  soften 
their  feelings,  to  affect  their  hearts,  and  improve  their  conduct 

^^  A  resident  chaplain  should,  in  all  cases,  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces, strictly  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution, 
especially  in  not  furnishing  convicts  forbidden  intelligence,  or  the 
hopes  and  promises  of  aid  in  procuring  pardons,  which  would  lead  to 
great  hypocrisy,  and  tend  to  insubordination.  He  should  deal  plainly 
with  them,  and  dwell  empliatically  upon  their  deep  depravity  and  guilt 
in  viok^ing  the  laws  of  God  and  Uieir  country ;  convince  them  of  the 
justice  of  tibeir  sentence ;  awaken  remorse  in  their  consciences ;  press 
nome  upon  them  their  solemn  obligations  ;  .make  them  feel  pungentiy 
the  horrors  of  their  situation ;  and  by  all  other  means  make  Uiem  real- 
ize the  necessity  and  duty  of  repentance,  of  amendment,  and  of  humble 
and  strict  obedience  to  all  the  regulations  of  the  Prison.  This  course 
would  tend  powerfully  to  make  them  better  convicts,  and,  when  re- 
stored to  their  liberty,  better  citizens. 

'^  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  state,  that  the  views  of  this  institution,  until 
lately,  have  been  unfavorable  to  the  services  of  a  resident  chaplain, 
from  tbe  belief  that  they  might  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  discipline 
of  the  Prison. 

^'  In  November,  1825,  the  ReVt  Jabed  Curtis  was  employed,  and  sent 
here  as  a  resident  chaplain,  by  the  Massachusetts  Prisoa  Discipline 
Society,  since  which  he  has  continued  with  ability  and  zeal  to  discharge 
the  duties  before  referred  to ;  and,  although  strong  prejudices  were  to 
be  encountered,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature,  correct  views  of 
public  policy,  the  penitentiary  system,  and  prison  discipline,  with  a 
steady  and  uniform  devotion  to  his  duties,  has  not  only  enabled  him 
to  overcome  those  prejudices,  but  the  favorable  results  of  his  labors 
fully  justify  what  is  said  above  on  this  subject" 

Under  die  immediate  superintendence  of  the  chanlain,  assisted  bv 
the  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary  as  teacners,  a  Sabbath 
school  has  been  instituted  for  young  convicts  ;  concerning  which  the 
keeper  says,  "  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1826,  measures  were 
taken  to  ascertain  the  number  of  convicts  who  were  unable  to  read,  or 
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irlio  haA  leeeired  so  littie  instntctioii,  that  they  eoald  read  only  by 
speUmg  most  of  the  words.  The  number  was  found  to  be  between 
fifty  nd  sixty.  Besides  these,  there  were  many  others,  who,  though 
tiiey  were  able  in  a  measure  to  read,  were  still  grossly  ignorant"  Out 
of  the  "whole,  tiumber,  fifty  of  the  most  ignorant  were  placed  in  the 
sdiool. 

**  During  the  exercises  of  the  school,  gr^at  pains  have  been  taken  to 
impress  upon  their  minds  a  deep  and  abiding  sense  of  moral  and  reli- 
pons  ohligatiofia 

^  The  privilege  was  embraced  with  the  greatest  avidity  and  appa- 
rent thankiohiess.  Tbeir  conduct  has  been  uniformly  good,  and  their 
iadostry  and  appHcatiori  unremitted ;  and  it  is  ve^  gratifying  to  be 
tble  to  state,  that  dieir  progress  has  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations ; — ^nor  is  this  all ;  an  influence  of  a  very  salutaiy  nature  and 
tndency,  it  is  beKeved,  has  been  exerted  on  the  minds  of  many  of 
die  members  of  this  school ;  an  influence  which,  it  is  hoped,*^  will  be 
feh  duongfa  the  whole  course  of  their  future  lives. 

^  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  mention  the  singular  effect  of  this 
iartraetioQ  upon  an  active,  but  grossly  ignorant  young  Indian,  who,  a 
ihofft  time  sinee,  after  asking  leave  of  his  keeper  to  speak  to  him,  said, 
that '  he  had  been  a  bad  boy,  would  lie  and  steal,  that  he  had  learnt 
it  was  wicked,  and  wanted  to  go  before  the  Agent,  confess  and  pro- 
use  he  woidd  never  disobey  God  any  more.' " 

Another  convict,  who  was  to  be  punished  fbr  misdemeanor  in  the 
shops,  begged  that  any  other  punishment  mishtbe  inflicted,  but  that 
he  m^ht  not  be  removed  from  the  Sabbath  school. 

A  keeper  mentioned  that  a  whisper  had  not  been  detected  in  the 
sdiool  in  ftve  months. 
The  teh^lain's  letters  concerning  this  school  are  delightful. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Le^lature,  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Tib- 
avrs,  were  so  much  pleased  with  it,  as  to  request  its  enlargement ; 
nd  it  was  accordingly  enlarged  to  one  hundred  members. 

They  say,  in  their  last  Rqiort  to  the  Legislature,  after  speaking  of 
^e  small  proportion  of  recommitments  in  that  Prison,  which  distin* 
guishes  it  from  almost  all  other  Prisons,  ^^  we  believe  ^e  labors  of  the 
present  excellent  chaplain  have  had  a  most  happy  eflect  on  tiie  minds 
of  ^  prisoners.  He  at  once  enjoys  the  good  will  of  the  prisoners, 
as  we  loond  by  their  almost  unammous  declarations,  and  at  the  same 
time  stiengihens  the  hands  of  the  keepers.  It  seems  to  be  the  effect 
of  tnAj  plain  dealing,  and  a  sincere  desire  for  the  good  of  the  con- 
▼ids." 

Speaking  of  the  Sabbatti  school,  they  say,  ^  we  found  the  prisoners 
attentive  to  their  lessons,  anxious  to  learn,  and  grateful  for  the  care 
bestowed  upon  them.  We  look  to  it  as  a  great  means  of  reformation.." 
A  letter  from  the  inspectors,  signed  by  O.  Whliams,  Waltbr 
Wbeo,  Horace  Hills,  and  W.  Rice,  says,  ^'  from  the  experience  we 
have  had,  we  give  it  as  our  decided  opinion,  th^t  the  regular  and  stated 
services  of  m  chaplsln  wiD  be  of  much  service  to  an  institution  of  this 
kind ;  that  the  hidicioas  application  of  personal  services  at  all  proper 
tfanes  will  lesoit  in  much  good,  not  only  to  the  prison  discipline,  but 
to  the  eonvicts  confined.  We  have  been  much  gratified  with  the  pro* 
denee  and  cfiseretion,  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guhtis  has  manifested,  and 
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could  we  have  hiB  personal  services,  we  believe  much  more  good 
might  result  from  his  labors  tlian  we  at  first  anticipated." 

The  testimony  from  the  Prisons  in  .Ohio  and  Virginia,  couceming 
the  importance  of  instruction  to  convicts,  dlfifers  from  the  above  in 
one  respect  only ;  it  shows  what  ought  to  be,  rather  than  what  has 
been. 

Mr.  McLean,  keeper  of  the  Penitentiary  in  Ohio,  says,  in  a  letter, 
^^  I  am  convinced  that  a  proper  system  of  religious  instruction  is  neces^ 
sary,  in  aid  of  the  discipline  now  enforced,  to  produce,  in  any  good 
decree,  that  reformation,  which  the;  friends  of  the  system  had  in  view 
in  Its  first  organization,  and  which  should  be  the  primary  object  in  all 
punishment'' 

Samcel  O.  Pabsons,  keeper  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  says,  ^^  I 
am  plearly  of  opinion^  tiiat  every  advantage  should  be  given  to  convicts 
for  their  improvement  in  morality  and  religion." 

In  the  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  New  York,  the  value  put 
upon  instruction  is  seen  by  the  time  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 
Four  hours  are  spent  in  the  school  room  every  day  in  the  week,  and 
a  short  time  after  breakfast  and  supper  is  spent  in  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures. On  the  Sabbath,  there  is  public  worship  in  the  chapel,  morning 
and  evening,  and  reading  the  Scriptures,  witn  appropriate  religious 
exercises,  at  other  hours  during  the  day. 

At  Sing  Sing,  since  the  chaplain  was  sent  there  by  tliis  Society, 
they  have  not  only  had  public  worship  on  the  SabbaUi,  but  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer' every  evening. 

It  was  our  painful  duty,  in  the  last  Report,  to  show  the  want  of 
instruction  in  Penitentiaries;  and  though,  in  too  many  instances,  this 
remains  the  same,  it  is  our  happiness  to  show,  in  this  Report,  that 
some  progress  has  been  made  in  supplying  the  deficiency ;  and  that 
die  opinions  of  practic^%  iren  are  in  favor  of  having  much  more  done, 
in  this  way,  than  has  yet  fif  en  done,  for  the  improvement  of  these  in- 
stitutions. It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  the  community  will  regard 
the  opinions  of  practical  men,  and  sustain  the  efforts  which  are  now 
making  to  furnish  the  means  of  instruction  in  Prisons,  But  whatever 
as  done  or  neglected  eonceniing  these  institutions  generally,  the  feeling 
is  found  in  eonsiderable  strength,  that  a  large  class  of  convicts,  viz, 
youth  and  children,  must  be  rescued  from  that  career  of  vice,  by  whicli 
they  will  be  ruined,  if  they  come  in  contact  v^th  old  ofienders.  The 
most  approved  means  of  doing  this  are, 

7.  Bwut  of  Refuge  for  Jwoemk  Delinguents, — This  is  a  class  of  in- 
stitutions never  known  in  this  country  till  within  three  years.  Tho 
first  was  in  New  York,  the  second  in  Boston,  and  the  third  in  Phila- 
delphia. They  owe  their  existence  to  the  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Pauperism  in  the  city  of  New  YorL  By  the  investigations  of 
this  Society,  it  was  ascertained,  that  almost  inevitable  ^struction 
awaits  the  youth  and  children,  who  are  cast  into  Prison  with  old  of- 
fenders. No  sooner  was  this  seen,  than  the  benevolence  of  the  citj 
taxed  itself  largely  .to  provide  a  Refuge.  The  success  of  this  efibrt 
encouraged  other  cities  to  imitate  the  example,  and  will  continue  to 
encourage,  not  only  other  cities,  but  other  countries :  so  that  we  know 
not  which  most  to  admire,  the  character  of  New  York,  in  being  first 
in  this  noble  enterprise,  or  the  prospect  of  having  its  benefits  greatly 
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extended  in  Has  and  other  countries.  It  is  an  enterprise  br  which 
one  lerentfi  part  at  least,  of  all  who  are  cast  into  I^on,  will  be  r^ 
stored  to  society,  as  certainly  as  they  were  before  destroyed.  The 
tnitfa  of  this  general  proposition  will  be  more  fnlly  illustrated  in  the 
particiilar  description  of  these  institutions.  It  is  delightful  to  see  the 
opening  prospect,  in  which  whole  classes  of  prisoners  are  to  be  in 
tfie  best  sense  discharged,  that  is,  released  and  restored.  This  is  cer- 
tainly true  of  vicious  youtii,  and  children  whose  happiness  it  shall  be 
to  fall,  not  among  tiuey^,  but  into  Houses  of  Renige  for  Juvenile 
Delincjnents. 

There  is  another  dass  of  prisoners,  whose  condition,  we  think,  will 
excite  equal  commiseration;  and  concerning  whom  we  wish  we 
could  indulge  the  same  hope  of  restoration ;  but,  though  we  cannot  do 
tliis,  we  still  hdieve,  that  the  common  sense  of  right  and  wrong  ifi 
nieh  as  to  uphold  our  rulers  in  all  necessary  measures  to  produce, 

8.  A  JaU^D^»ery  of  LunaHes, — ^A  Jail  is  not  the  proper  place  for  a 
human  being  snfTenng  under  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  the 
loss  of  reason.  It  is  not  right,  that  several  hundreds  of  our  fellow- 
cieatures,  in  this  imhappy  condition,  should  be  found  in  our  Prisons. , 
The  distinction  hetween  right  and  wrong  should  not  be  destroyed  by 
nfliedng  the  same  punishment  on  a  lunatic  and  a  criminal.  The 
heavy  judgment  of  Ood,  in  the  loss  of  reason,  should  not  be  followed 
hj  imprisonment.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  repeat  trudis,  which  it 
voold  seem  every  human  being  must  feel  before  they  are  expressed. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  those  who  make  the  laws  will  render 
themselves  worthy  of  the  praise,  which,  we  are  confident,  all  good  citi- 
zens win  be  impatient  to  render,  if  they  provide  for  a  jail  ddivery  of 
hmatics. 

In  Massachnsetts,  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Bliss  " 
was  chairman,  and  in  which  Mr.  Pickering  has  taken  an  active  part, 
is  in  favor  of  ^is  measure.    The  honor,  therefore,  is  reserved  for  the 
Legislature  of  accepting  this  Report,  and  making  the  bill,  which  ac-    ^ 
compsnies  it,  a  law  of  &is  Commonwealth. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  a  law  was  passed  in  April  last,  in  con- 
seqnence  of  the  death  of  the  lunatic  already  men^-oned,  and  other 
coniklerations  connected  vnth  the  imprisonment  of  such  persons,  pro* 
Ti£ng  other  accommodations  than  Prisons  for  them.  Whether  this 
hw  is  expressed  in  such  terms,  and  enforced  by  such  a  penalty,  as  to 
secure  the  object,  cannot  perhaps  be  told  till  the  next  Census  is  taken, 
wkidi  will  shovr  how  many  hmatics  are  in  jail  in  the  State  of  New 
foifc 

In  other  States,  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  we 
cumot  but  indulge  the  hope,  that  this  subject  will  engage  the  atten- 
tbn  of  lawgivers,  till  the  remedy  is  applied  for  so  great  an  evil.  If 
tts  shafl  be  done,  the  Prison  doors  will  be  thrown  open  for  another 
hzge  dass  of  prisoners,  and  hundreds,  who  now  remain  in  Prison  till 
^  become  meurably  insane,  vrill  be  placed  in  Asylums,  where  three 
raths  of  the  whole  number  may  be  restored  to  reason. 

9.  AttetOian  to  HeuUh, — On  this  subject  we  are  furnished  with  two 
<^i«es  of  Prisons  in  this  country,  which  differ,  in  their  mortality,  in  a 
nonner  not  satirfactorily  explained.  In  one  class,  (and  this  a  very 
(>rge  dass^)   the  deaths  are  about  one  to  fifty,  or  two  per  cent ;  in 
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leTenl,  however,  included  in  this  class,  the  mortalitf  Is  tatieh 

In  another  class,  the  deaths  are  mie  to  eighteei^,  or  six  per  cent.  ; 

and  at  some  periods  much  more. 

Of  the  first  class  are  the  State  Prisons  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  at  Auburn,  N,  Y.,  House  of  Refuge,  New 
York  chy,  and  State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  New  Jertey. 

Of  the  second  class  are  the  ^tate  Prison  in  New  York  city,  and  Ae 
old  County  Prison  on  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  8Ute 
Prison. 

This  surprising  difference   in  the   proportion    op    s>BATifes 

SHOULD  IJLT  THE  FOUNDATION  FOR  A  HOCTT  TBOROUOH  BCRUtINT,  BT 
PR^ER  AUTHORITIES,  CONCERNING  THE  CAUHRB.      IH  tUs  lllVesfigatieil, 

it  would  be  proper  to  examine  the  location,  ^  food,  tiie  rulefl  and 
regulations,  the  puni^menta,  the  air  and  vices  of  the  inHght  rooms,  libe 
diseases  consequent  upon  these  vic^s,  the  arrmngi^nieBtB  in  regard  to 
the  hospital  and  physukian  asd  nurse,  and  the  manner  in  wMch  the 
bodies  of  the  deaa  tore  used. 

There  ought  to  be  no  shrinking  frok  buch  AJt  tvmssnoAT9tm. 
The  facts  demand  it. 

10.  AttenHon  to  Ae  Causes  of  Crime :  hOempermkee,  cmmerfBUmone^j 
and  charaeier  of  the  colored  populaHan, 

Intemperance  directly  or  indirectly  furnishes  ft  gpreat  proportSoB  of  tibe    ; 
subjects  for  Houses  of  Correcticm  and  Prisons.    Let,  tlien,  this  plague    . 
be  stayed,  and  a  better  day  will  dawn  upon  this  Worid.    To  atim  k 
forward,  efforta  of  two  kinds  are  nowmsldlig;  one  to  pK^er^e  tke 
temperate,  and  die  other  to  restore  those  whose  comfitiofn  has  beea 
considered  hopeJless.    Let  these  efforts  be  increased  a  kmidi«d  fold.   ^, 
Let  ministers  preach ;  let  churches  resolve ;  let  medical  and  bettevio- 
lent  associations  combine;  let  the  press  labor;  let  thetempente  ^>- 
stain ;  let  a  ^'  correct  and  efficient  pubuc  sentiment^  banish  trb      ' 
monster.    We  are  permitted  to  hope,  diat  the  unparalleled  effnts    J 
which  are  now  making  will  be  gready  increased,  and  that  ttie  tf etta    ^^ 
of  these  efforts  will  be  seen  tn  the  opening  of  Prison  doors<     Ufttil   '*' 
this  is  done,  our  Prisons  will  be  crowded  with  drankards,  as  in  the  ^''' 
House  of  Correction  in  Boston ;  and  even  if  the  medical  temedies   ^*^ 
should  be  found  effectual,  pbilanAropy  herself  would  be  exhausted  in  ^ 
.  the  administration,  and  die  families  of  a  thousand  dnmkaids  wooM    '*^ 
condnue  to  suffer,  and  they  themselves  would  go  down  to  death  in  ^ 
great  numbers,  before  the  remedy  could  be  applied.    How,  dien,  ^Sdn   ^ 
die  evil  be  stayed  ?     '^  Not  by  any  one  thing,  fruf  by  every  tkmg  wkkJk 
can  be  put  in  reqidsifion  to  hem  in  the  army  of  the  dutroytr^  and  inipcde 
Ms  march^  and  turn  him  hach^  and  redeetn  the  land^^ 

Qmnterji.lt  Money.  Let  any  one  recur  to  the  long  list  of  couBteH^it  ^ 
notes,  as  exhibited  in  this  Report ;  dien  let  him  look  at  the  tshle  ^^ 
showing  the  propordon  of  convicts  for  this  crime ;  then  let  him  siirv«j  \i 
our  land,  and  see  the  wealthy  individuals  and  extensive  combiBatMms  *>t 
engaged  in  this  business ;  then  let  him  think  of  the  loss  of  probacy  S 
two  millions  of  dollars  annually,  in  spurious  notes,  by  honest  aiHl  in*  M 
dttstrious  cidzens,  and  the  question  arises,  Vfhether  any  tfdBg  can  be  ^i 
done  to  prevent  the  evil  ?  By  examming  the  list  of  nates^  it  will  be  S 
aeen  that  there  is  only  one  counterfeit  in  die  State  of  Maine,  By  ex-  ^ 
isaiaiBg  the  tabhy  it  ¥rill  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  convicts  in  die   ^ 
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Maioe  Prison,  for  liiis  crime,  is  only  one  to  thirtj-one,  and,  at  the 
sune  time,  one  to  eight  at  Auburn.  The  question  then  arises,  how  is 
this  difference  explained  ?  The  only  answer  is,  the  laws  of  Maine 
lequire  the  banks  to  use  Parkins'  Patent  Stkrkotype  Steel  Plate. 
Of  this  plate  there  is  not  a  counterfeit  on  the  long  list  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-sevea*  It  has  been  in  use  twenty  years,  and  there  has 
lever  been  ^  ^uecessful  pounterfeit.  The  laws  of  Massachusetts  in 
regard  to  ail  the  new  charters,  and  the  laws  of  Maine  in  regard  to  all 
the  banks,  require  the  use  of  this  plate.  In  view  of  the  facts  stated, 
is  it  Bot  wise,  that  the  laws  should  require  the  use  of  it  ?  Even  the 
soUtarf  counterfeit  note  in  Maine  is  not  of  this  kind ;  and  the  propor- 
tion of  convicts  for  counteifeit  money  in  Maine  is  very  small. 

Ckaraci^  of  the  Culored  JPopulation.  How  long  before  the  commu- 
nity will  awake  on  this  subject  ?  There  is  but  a  handful  of  this  peo- 
ple in  the  northern  States,  and  yet,  how  great  a  proportion  of  all  the 
eoovicCa  are  irom  this  class,  and  how  great  a  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  are  in  Prison  !  What  can  be  done  ?  The  means  of  educa- 
tioB  can  he  extended  to  them.  The  young  children  can  be  placed  in  ^ 
common  schools.  A  number  of  the  young  men  can  receive  a  good 
edneadpn,  and  become  teachers.  The  ignorant  adults,  and  the  young 
nen  and  children,  can  be  brought  into  Sabbath  schools.  We  have 
never  beard  of  a  Sabbath  school  scholar  in  Prison.  The  Christian 
oomnuuHtir  can  be  made  to  feel  that  they  must  have  an  eye  and  a 
Wait  on  tnis  subject  The  affluent,  like  Wilberforcb,  and  the  plod- 
din|i^  like  Cjlarkson,  can  be  undertakers  in  this  cause.  Corrected 
public  opinion  can  demand  that  the  public  monies  shall  be  expended 
to  educate,  rather  than  to  punish  colored  people.  Who  would  not 
lather  see  their  children  in  school,  their  young  nien  receiving  an  edu- 
their  adults  enjpying  a  comfortable  old  age,  than  to  hek  such 
rs,  of  all  classic  among  them»  cast  into  Prison?  especially 
it  is  remembered,  that  the  expense  of  their  education  would  not 
peadj  exceed  the  expense  of  their  punishment  In  the  government 
of  €iod,  fmnishmeot  is  his  strange  work.  It  ought  to  be  so  in  aU  hu- 
mam.  yav^nune^;  but  it  is  not  so,  in  this  country^  in  regard  to  the  . 
cplntd  pppqlalion..  {t  jEalls  frequently  and  heavily  upon  diem,  i^ 
hide  elEoft  wQi|t4  fS^^y  diminish  the  proportion  of  colored  convicts. 

11.  Combi^mipf^werfid  Chrisiian  Effort* — ^We  believe  that  a  bet- 
ter dif  is  dawning  upon  this  ^orld.  We  believe  that  this  is  done  l>y 
the  f^mef  of  Go^  accordi;ig  to  his  promise.  We  believe,  at  the  same 
linei  that  God  wo^  \>y,  means,  and  l^at  means  are  inefficacious 
vithovt  prayer*  If,  thef^  the.  question  i^  asked,  how  shall  the  num- 
ber, and  capacity,  and  lyretchedness,  and  vices  of  Prisons  be  diminish- 
9i^  mtk  the  fcipises  of  crjme  gra4ually  worn  away  ?  ^  Q^e  answer  is,  bj 
im  TJaarip£;  fit  Crpd,  in  answer  to  prayer,  on  cpmt>ined  and  powerfm 
Chiiitita  e^foft     We  wish  to  see  an  association  of  the  people  of  God 

<Ui«pwpase,  in  eveiy  State  in  the  Union,  and  in  every  city  and . 
^ese  .thcK  ^  ^.Prison.  The  moment  these  associations  are 
fjid.  1b«e  members  of  tl^em  enter  upon  their  duties,  |ight  w4 
-^_  .^jim  ■ame  qi  the  darkest  places  in  the  earth.  And  Before  tibiey 
aU  kpvf  been  in  existence  many  years,  crime  and  punishment  w{S 
be  peat^jf  jjiniifti^^^f^  ]  extensive  combinations  in  villany  broken  im ; 
PftttMlJilD^  lip  h»nger  seo^naries  of  vice ;  their  officers  men  w&$, 
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fear  God  and  hate  covetousness ;  the  heavy  burden  of  their  support 
borne  by  the  hard  labor  of  the  convicts  ;  evil  communication  among 
them  prevented ;  means  of  instruction  afforded  ;  chik^ren  and  youth 
and  lunatics  delivered  from  Prison,  and  provided  with  a  refuge ;  Causes 
of  uncommon  mortality  explained ;  intemperance,  counteifeit  money, 
and  the  colored  population,  less  productive  causes  of  crime ;  and  evi- 
dence conclusive  of  the  approach  of  a  better  day  for  the  most  depraved 
and  wretched  of  our  race,  in  consequence  of  the  blessing  of  God 

IN  ANSWER  TO  PRAVER  ON  COMBINED  AND  POWERFUL  CHRISTIAN  EF^ 
PORT. 

IV,    View  op  Prisons. 

1.  <Slfa/e  Prison  in  Maine: 

2.  State  Prison  t»  New  Hampshire: 

3.  State  Prison  in  Vermont: 

4.  State  Prison  in  Massachusetts: 
6.  State  Prison  in  Connecticut: 

6.  Penitentiary  in  New  York  City: 

7.  State  Prison  in  New  York  CUy: 

8.  State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing^  N.  Y. : 

9.  State  Prison  at  Auburn^  N.  Y. : 

10.  State  Prison  tn  New  Jersev : 

11.  Old  County  Prison  in  PhUadelphia: 

12.  New  State  Prison  in  PhUadelphia: 

13.  State  Prison  at  Pittsbvarg,  Perni.  : 

14.  Baltimore  Penitentiary: 

16.  New  Penitentiary  in  Washington^  D.  C  : 

16.  Vtrguda  Penitentiary: 

17.  Penitentiaries  in  OeorgiOj  Kentncl^y  and  OUo: 

18.  Houses  of  Refuge  in  Boston^  New  Yorky  and  PkUaddphia  : 

19.  County  Prisons* 

1.  State  Prison  in  Maine. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located  in 
Thomaston,  eighty  miles  north-east  of  Portland,  on  an  eminence,  a 
few  rods  from  navigable  water.  This  situation  was  chosen  for  the 
purpose  of  enclosing  within  the  yard  an  inexhaustible  miany  of  lime 
■tone,  and  an  appropriation  has  since  been  made  by  the  Legislatare  to 
extend  the  yai^  to  the  river,  to  give  the  convicts  an  opportunity  of 
hammering  granite,  which  may  be  brought  to  the  Prison  by  water  from 
the  vicinity.     The  situation  is  healthy  and  retired. 

Construction.  The  construction  of  this  Prison  is  peculiar.  The 
night  rooms,  or  cells,  are  pits,  entered  from  the  top,  with  a  small  lad- 
der, through  an  orifice  about  two  feet  square.  The  ladder  is  removed 
when  the  convicts  are  in  the  cells.  The  orifice  is  secured  widi  an 
iron  grate,  used  as  a  trap  door.  The  only  other  orifices  in  the  cell 
are  one  in  the  bottom,  about  one  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  to  ad- 
mit  warm  air  from  underneath,  which  is  heated  by  a  fiimace ;  and 
another  in  the  side  of  the  cell,  about  one  and  a  half  by  eight  inches. 
This  orifice  has  an  angle  in  the  wall  to  prevent  the  convict  from  see- 
ing anv  person  without  The  cells  are  eight  feet  and  nine  inches 
kmg,  four  feet  and  six  inches  wide,  and  nine  feet  and  eight  inches 


A,  B,  C,  F,  F,  mpartmenti  In  the  keeper's  hauM,  nhich  in  40  feet  by  SO,  and 
two  Morlet  high  i  D,  T,  U,  ilon:  rooms  in  a  one  (tary  building ;  i.  i,  cells  about 
BfKt  long,  4  wide,  ind  ten  feel  high;  K,  I,  J,  K,  V,  smalfshop!.  mine  nne 
ud  nme  two  stories  ;  L.  M,  N,  0,  3,  kpartments  in  t  two  atory  buildlne  dsed 
t>r  K  kitcheD,  diolng  hill,  More  nmm«,  ibape;  R,  R,  yerd  i  P,  qowry ;  Q,  en- 
Inoce  (o  the  qou'r]'  nod  yuil. 
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]u|^  They  are  arranged  in  two  rbws,  in  each  wing  of  the  building, 
la  ike  east  wing  are  twenty-eight  cells ;  in  the  west  wing  twenty-two. 
Ova  each  block  of  cells  is  built  a  covering  of  wood,  with  upright 
posts  seven  feet  high,  and  a  roof.  The  sides  of  this  covering  are 
o>mposed,  in  part,  of  large  doors,  which  mQve  on  rollers ;  so  that,  when 
thej  are  rolled  back,  one  half  of  each  side  of  the  covering  is  open,  for 
the  free  circnlation  of  air,  over  the  tops  of  the  cells.  At  night,  these 
doors  are  closed,  and  secured  with  hooks  on  both  sides.  The  spaces 
covered  by  the  doors,  on  the  sides  towards  the  street,  are  secured  by 
iron  bars,  one  inch  in  diameter,  and  about  four  inches  asunder.  On 
the  side  towards  the  yard,  they  are  not  secured  in  this  manner.  The 
wings  of  the  building,  in  which  the  cells  are  built,  are  two  stories 
]i^r||  -  the  first  of  stone,  and  the  second  of  wood.  The  wings  fronting 
die  north  extend  to  the  east  and  west,  from  a  stone  house  in  the  cen- 
tre, fifty  feet  by  forty,  two  stories  high,  with  convenient  apartments  for 
die  keeper's  family  and  the  guard.  We  have  been  thus  minute  in  the 
descxTption  of  this  building,  because  there  is  nothing  like  it  in  this 
country* 

Hie  ground  view  of  the  building,  the  shops,  and  the  yard,  are  here 
exhibited. 

lliere  is  nothing  else  requiring  particular  description  in  the  con- 
straction  of  this  Prison.  As  the  Prison  was  originally  designed  to  tiy 
tibe  effect  of  .aolitary  confinement,  there  was  not  much  re^urd,  in  the 
eoiistraction,  to  any  thing  but  the  cells.  Since  this  mode  of  punish- 
oient  has  been  abandoned,  an  appropriation  has  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  chapel,  dinmg  hall,  and  shops ;  so  that  the  de- 
flects which  were  apparent  in  August,  1826,  will  be  obviated,  in  some 
degree,  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  February,  1827. 

Gimenimeni.  The  officers  of  this  Prison  are,  three  inspectors,  a 
warden,  keeper,  derk,  and  five  overseers,  a  physician,  ^knd  two  ch«^ 
kins. 

The  t^ifpakUmeiU  of  all  the  officers  is  by  the  governor  and  council  \ 
the  keeper,  clerk,  and  overseers,  on  the  nomination  of  the  warden.' 

The  9aianf  of  all  the  officers  amounts  to  $  3,043.  Warden,  $  700 ; 
keeper,  $  200  ;  clerk,  $  200 ;  overseers,  $  180  each ;  physician,  $  100 ; 
chaplain,  $  100  ;  inspectors,  $  206  ;  besides  $  91  annually  to  each  of 
file  officers,  (except  tiie  inspectors,  physician,  and  chaplain,)  for  board. 

Hie  duties  of  the  officers  are  as  follows :  the  keeper  attends  the 
visitors,  and  moves  about  among  the  prisoners ;  the  clerk  keeps  the 
accounts ;  two  overseers  are  on  the  wall  as  guard,  and  relieve  each 
other  every  hour ;  two  overseers  are  in  .the  quarry,  and  relieve  each 
other  every  hour ;  one  overseer  superintends  the  cooking ;  the  chap- 
Iwns  preach  at  the  Prison  alternately,  once  every  Sabbath ;  the  in- 
spectan  visit  the  Prison  occasionally,  and  examine  its  condition.  The 
warden,  who  is  also  physician,  has  tiie  great  responsibility  and  control 
in  diis  establishment 

Pn$tmer9.  •  The  whole  number  received  from  the  commencement,- 
July  3,  1824,  till  August  23, 1826,  was  162 ;  of  whom  156  were  males 
and  7  females ;  158  whites  and  4  blacks. 

The  fuUhUy  of  those  committed  from  July,  1824,  till  October,  .1825, 
was  as  follows  :  Maine,  62 ;  Massachusetts,  11 ;  New  Hampshire,  8 ; 
Xew  York,  2 ;  Nova  Scotia,  England,  Ireland,  and  France,  24. 
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The  ientences  of  113  first  committed  were  as  follows :  less  Uian  die 
jear^  40 ;  between  one  and  two  years,  2d ;  between  two  and  three 
jears,  18 ;  between  three  and  four  years,  7 ;  between  four  and  fire 
years,  8  ^  between  five  and  sue  years,  3 ;  between  six  and  seven  years, 
0 ;  between  seven  and  eight  years,  1 ;  between  eight  and  nine  years, 
1  i  between  nine  and  ten  years,  1 ;  between  ten  and  eleven  years,  2 ; 
for  life,  S(.  "  Of  fifty-eight  convicts  received  into  the  State  Prison 
during  the  last  year,  thirteen  were  sentenced  to  be  punished  by  solitary 
imprisonment  alone.  Many  of  those  who  are  sentenced  to' be  confined 
to  hard  labor  have  also  to  endure  a  large  proportion  of  solitary  Con- 
finement One  Lb  sentenced  to  suffer  eight  months,  others  five  and  six 
months  of  solitary  imprisonment  About  one  third  of  the  convicts  who 
bave  been  discharged  from  the  State  Prison  were  sentenced  to  sufier 
solitary  i^risonment  only,  or  to  such  long  periods  in  pr(M>ortion  to 
their  coniSnement  to  hard  labor,  as  to  render  the  labor  wholly  unpro- 
ductive. Some,  who  were  sentenced  to  suffer  solitary  imprisonment 
and  confinement  to  hard  labor,  were  condemned  to  suffer  an  equal 
term  of  each.  Many  of  the  convicts  sent  to  the  State  Prison  were,  at 
the  time  of  their  arrival  there,  afllicted  with  diseases,  and  some  with 
incurable  diseases.  Where  such  were  sentenced  for  short  periods,  the 
Prison,  instea)d  of  a  place  of  punishment  to  them,  has  b^en  an  ho&- 
jpitaj." 

.  The  crimes  oi  116  first  committed  were,  for  larceny,  8& ;  man- 
slaughter, 3;  lewdness,^  ^  adultery,  5;  forgery,  2;  counterfeit  money, 
6 ;  arson^  1 ;  perjury,  1 ;  assault  with  intent  to  ravish,  2. 
.  The  u^e  oi  the  same  persons  was  is  tpllows:  under  twenty,  17; 
between  twenty  and  thirty,  64 ;  between  tlhirfy  and  forty,  26 ;  between 
forty  and  fifty^  12;  between  fifty  and  §ixty,  1 ;  between  sixty  aUd 
seventy^  2.    , 

Their  employmeni  ifejfof-e  commttei  was  as  follows ':  without  employ- 
ment, 9;  laborers,  49;  shoe  makers.  9;  fanners,  7;  truckman,  1; 
stoQC  gutters,  2;  driving  team,  14;  olacksmiths,  6;  stage  driver,  1 ; 
whitesmitl]^  1 ;  traders^  2  5  coopers,  2 ;  baker,  1 ;  printers,  2 ;  carpen- 
ters i ;  spinster,  1. 

Their  eiAgloyment  in  the  )Pn$<mj  August  23,  l82B,  was  as  foHoWk :  in 
the  quarry,  29 ;  smiths'  shc^.  4 ;  stone  (Cutting,  11 ;  saViilg  stone,  2  ; 
shoe  makuigi  11 ;  binding  shoes,  1 ;  tailors,  2;  joiners,  5;  picking 
.o^um>  2(  attendmg  sick.  1 ;  waiting,  3;  cooking  and  waging,  2  ; 
unable  to  work^  1 ;  in  the  nos^ital,  4  ;  in  solitary,  8 ;  total,  82. 

The  mtmber  of  prisoners^  at  different  periodic  has  beeh  as  follows  : 
December  1,  1824,  fifty-four;  June  1,  1825,  sixty-four;  December  1, 
1825)  seventy;  June  1,  1826,  eighty-six  ;  August  22,  1826,  eighty- 
two. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  remarkable ;  not  one  having 
died  from  a  natural  cause  since  the  Prison  was  organized.  Two  have 
committed  suicide. 

.  An  imporiant  experiment  has  heen  made  in  this  Prison  of  the  effect  on 
heallhj  of  cutting  off  habitual  drmkards.  at  once^  frvm  the  use  of  aptri Motis 
iiqficrs^in  every  Jorm^  and  confining  tnem  to  cold  water.  It  has  been 
found  invariably  beneficidl.  They  soon  renew  their  youth ;  and  a 
more  hale,  healthy,  muscular  body  of  men  cannot  be  found  in  Prison, 
or  out  of  Prison,  than  the  cold  water  convicts,  in  the  quaarry  of  die 
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Maine  Prison.  It  is  an  experiment,  also,  to  show,  that  hard  labor  can 
be  performed  on  good  food  and  cold  water.  As  evidence  of  this,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  see  these  men  handle  rocks. 

The  evils  existing  in  this  Prison  are  evil  communication^  particularly 
io  the  cells  where  two  are  confined  together,  which  will,  probably, 
soon  be  obviated  by  increasing  the  number  of  cells ;  a  disposition  in 
old  convicts  to  associate  themselves  with  the  youth,  which  has  been 
carefully  prevented  as  far  as  possible  by  the  warden  ;  procuring  spirit- 
uous liquors  and  cards,  in  a  iew  instances,  from  assistant  keepers,  who 
have  been  discharged ;  a  want  of  vigilant  inspection  In  the  shops  dur- 
iog  the  day,  which  arises  from  the  great  diversity  of  employments,  and 
the  number  of  small  shops,  and  which  it  is  in  contemplation  to  prevent 
by  making  tlie  business  more  simple  ;  expense  of  supporting  the  es- 
tadklishment,  (more  than  $  1000  the  last  year,)  which  will  be  dimi- 
nished by  the  new  rules  and  regulations  ;  and  the  want  of  instruction, 
which  is  a  subject  of  complaint  in  the  last  Report  of  the  warden  to  the 
Legislature.  The  Prison  has  been  furnished  with  only  one  short  reli- 
gious service  on  the  Sabbath,  and  no  instruction  of  any  kind  at  any 
other  time. 

The  recommitments  in  this  Prison  are  seven  for  second  offence ;  none 
for  a  third.  The  cases  of  reformation  known  tb  the  keepers  are  very 
few. 

The  experience  of  this  institution,  during  the  three  years  since  its 
organization,  led  the  Legislature  to  enact  tibree  important  laws  at  the 
last  session  :  1st,  that  when  any  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  impri- 
sonment for  a  term  less  than  six  months^  such  sentence  shall  be  ei^ecuted 
in  the  county  jail,  and  not  in  the  State  Prison,  unless,  from  the  charac- 
ter and  circumstances  of  the  convict,  imprisonment  in  such  county  jail 
shall  to  the  court  appear  unsafe  or  improper :  2d,  that  when  anyfemalej 
or  oty  person  under  the  age  of  eighteen  yearSy  shall  be  convicted,  the  sen- 
tence shall  be  executed  in  Uie  jail  of  the  county,  unless,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  such  imprisonment  shall  to  the  court  appear 
oasoitable  or  inadequate  :  3d,  that  all  punishments  by  imprisonment 
in  the  State  Prison  shall  be  by  confinement  to  hard  labor^  and  not  bv 
Mtary  unprisomnent ;  provided  that  nothing  herem  contamed  shall 
prednde  the  use  of  solitary  confinement  as  a  {Hison  discipline  for  the 
gswnment  and  good  order  of  the  prisoners. 

3.  Stifle  Prison  in  New  Hampshire. — Location.  This  Prison  is  loca- 
ted in  Concord,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  State  House,  and  43  miles  N. 
N.  W.  of  Boston.  It  is  neither  on  navigable  water,  nor  on  a  quarry. 
Hie  granite  rock,  which  furnishes  the  great  business  of  the  convicts,  is 
feond,  l^nendly,  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  about  two  miles  from 
the  Piiflon,  and  is  carried  by  land  first  to  the  Prison,  and  then  by  land, 
about  two  miles,  to  the  Merrimack  river,  and  then  in  boats  by  the  river 
and  canal  to  Boston.  The  situation  is  healthy  and  retired,  and,  on  the 
whole,  faTorable  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  institution. 

Comsiructiofu  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  construction  of  this 
Prison.  It  is  built  on  the  old  plan,  with  apartments  opposite  each 
other,  on  a  common  hail,  so  that  several  men  may  be  lodged  in  the 
lame  room,  and  have  an  easy  communication  at  night  throughout  the 
Mlding.  A  ca^  is  mentioned  by  the  former  warden,  in  which  a  male 
tad  female,  ^ho  occupied  rooms  in  the  extremities  of  the  building, 

9* 
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one  in  the  lower  story,  at  tbe  north  end,  and  the  other  in  the  third 
story,  at  the  south  end,  formed  an  acquaintance,  and  carried  on  a 
courtship,  which  resulted  in  marriage,  after  they  were  discharged. 
The  building  is  so  constructed,  that  no  attempt  is^oiade  to  prevent  evil 
communication  at  night ;  and  if  the  attempt  were  made,  it  would  be 
very  expensive  and  very  iueflectual. 

The  construction  of  the  shops  is  much  better  in  this  respect  They 
are  simple,  cheap,  few  in  number,  and  without  hiding  places  ;  so  that 
one  overseer  can  do  more  to  prevent  evil  communication,  while  the 
men  are  at  their  labor,  than  five  men  can  do  in  the  shops  of  the  Maine 
Prison. 

The  Prison  building  is  of  granite,  70  feet  long,  36  feet  wide,  three 
stories  high,  containing  thirty-six  cells.  Connected  with  the  Prison 
is  the  keeper's  house,  of  granite,  49  feet  long,  22  feet  wide,  and  fout 
stories  high  above  the  basement.  The  yard,  in  which  are  tibe  shops, 
is  259  feet  by  192,  surrounded  with  a  stone  wall  14  feet  high,  with 
pickets  on  the  top  10  feet  high,  making  the  whole  height  24  feet. 

Government.  The  officers  of  this  Prison  are  a  warden,  deputy  war- 
den, two  mechanics,  who  are  also  overseers,  two  or  three  guards^  a 
physician  and  chaplain.     The  governor  and  council  are  directors. 

The  appointment  of  the  warden  is  by  the  governor  and  coimcil ;  of 
the  other  officers  by  the  warden.  The  salary  of  the  officers  is  a$  fol- 
lows: warden,  $800;  deputy  warden,  $  200,  and  board ;  overseers, 
$  240,  and  board  ;  physician  and  chaplain  by  contract  with  the  w«r- 
den,  about  $  85  annually,  including  medicine. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  are  sufficiently  designated  by  the  names  ; 
except  that  the  warden  has  usually  done  the  duties  of  keeper,  con- 
tractor, and  clerk.  The  warden  and  deputy  warden  have,  idso,  read 
,  the  scriptures  to  the  men,  twice  every  day,  and,  when  no  clergyman 
could  be  obtained,  the  warden  has  conducted  the  religious  service  of 
the  Sabbath  by  reading  and  prayer. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  received  from  November  23,  1812, 
when  this  Prison  was  organized,  to  September,  1825,  was  257  ;  of 
whom  253  were  males,  and  4  females ;  251  whites,  and  6  colored. 

Their  sentences  were  as  follows  :  12  for  one  year ;  63  for  two  years  j 
84  for  three  years ;  21  for  four  years ;  37  for  five  years  ;  2  for  six 
years ;  2  for  seven  years ;  4  for  eight  years ;  2  for  nine  years  ;  1  tor 
twelve  years ;  2  males  and  1  female  for  life.  Of  the  whole  number^ 
191  had  no  term  of  solitary  confinement,  under  sentence  of  the  Courts 
1  had  t^vo  months  solitary ;  aiid  the. others  from  one  to  thirty  days. 

Their  crimes  were  as  follows :  for  stealing,  192  ;  counterfeit  money, 
24;  assault,  &c.  10;  forgery,  8;  burglary,  3;  arson,  3;  peijiiry,  1, 

Their  nativity  was  as  follows :  New  Hampshire,  151 ;  Massachu- 
setts, 41 ;  Vermont,  10  ;  Rhode  Island,  4 ;  other  States,  14 ;  Canada, 
Ireland,  England,  and  the  West  Indies,  16. 

The  emplojpnent  and  earnings  of  the  prisoners  for  the  year  endingr 
May  31,  18^5,  were  as  follows  :  in  the  stone  shop,  50  men,  average 
earnings  per  day,  50  cents  and  a  fraction  each ;  in  the  smiths'  shop,  7 
men,  average  earnings,  49  cents  and  a  fraction  each  ;  in  the  coopers* 
shop,  2  men,  average  earnings. per  day,  38  cents  and  a  fraction  each  ; 
weavers,  taflors,  and  painters,  3  men,  earnings,  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  ^  84  26 ;  lumpers  about  the  yard,  piling  stone,  loading  ahd 
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loading,  ele&ning  (he  yard,  and  cutting-  wood^  6,  earnings  0.  Whole 
DTimba:  of  men,  69,  average  earnings  per  day,  42  cents  and  a  fraction 
each. 

The  expense  far  food  and  clothing  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1822, 
WIS  as  follows  :  for  the  food  of  each  prisoner,  $  14  25,  and  a  fraction, 
for  the  year,  or  3  cents  9  mills  per  day ;  of  clothing  and  hedding  for 
each  prisoner,  for  the  year,  $  5  27. 

The  health  of  the  rrison  is  remarkably  good.  '  The  same  remark 
m%ht  with  propriety  he  made  concerning  it,  as  was  made  by  a  venera- 
ble physician  concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn ;  i.  e.  it  exceeds  the 
health  of  the  country  at  large. 

The  same  valuable  experitnent  has  been  made,  as  in  Maine,  concern- 
iag  the  effect  of  cutting  off  drunkards  from  the  use  6f  ardent  spirits, 
aad  mtli  the  same  results. 
The  income  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  has  been  already  stated. 
The  recommitments  are  only  one  to  twenty. 

Tlie  principal  evils  existing  while  Mr.  PiLSBtmv  was  keeper,  were, 
Ist,  the  want  of  subordination,  in  conseqiience  of  the  changes  among 
the  under  officers,  and  the  dimculty  of  obt^ing  men  of  me  proper 
character  for  the  compensation  allowed :  2dly,  the  necessity  of  placing 
t»o  or  more  men  in  the  same  room,  and  the  6vil8  consequent  upon  it ; 
^y,  the  inadequate  provision  for  moral  and  religious  instruction. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  evils,  the  result  of  the  experiment  in  New 
Hampdiire,  in  regard  to  th^  Penitentiary  system,  as  shown  hy  the 
health  of  the  convicts,  by  their  productive  labor,  and  by  the  small 
Bomber  of  recommitments,  is  very  favorable.  If  men  of  proper  cha- 
racter coinld  have  been  always  obtained  for  assistant  keepers ;  if  the 
coostmctton  of  the  Prison  had  been  such  as  to  admit  of  the  separation 
c^  f'onvicts  at  night ;  and  if  more  liberal  provision  had  been  made  for 
instruction,  we  see  no  re^on  why  this  Prison  would  not  have  been,  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word,  a  Penitentiary. 

3.  State  Prison  in  Vermont, — Locati(m,  This  Prison  is  located  in 
Windsor,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut  river,  18  miles  south 
of  Dartmouth  College,  and  112  miles  N.  W.  of  Boston.  It  is  situated 
on  an  eminence,  west  of  the  village,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  river. 
The  sitoation  is  healthy,  and  the  business  performed  in  the  institution 
is  sttch,  as  to  make  it  no  great  inconvenience,  that  it  is  a  little  removed 
from  Qtr^able  water. 

CbasfnfClidn.  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  construction  of  this 
Prison.  It  is  built  on  the  old  plan,  both  in  regard  to  the  night  rooms 
mi  shops  ;  so  that  it  must  be  very  difficult  with  any  degree  of  vigi- 
lance to  prevent  evil  communication.  The  night  rooms  are  large,  and 
ire  arranged  opposite  a  common  hall,  and  the  shops  are  numerous ;  so 
thai  ten  Tigilant  keepers  could  not  do  as  much  to  prevent  evil  commu- 
citation,  as  two  might  do  in  a  Prison  properly  constructed.  The  con- 
ftmetion  u  sn^h  that  no  attempt  is  made  to  prevent  evil  communica- 
tion ic  night,  and  it  is  not  effectually  prevented  by  day.  The  Prison, 
which  is  built  of  stone,  is  elghty-four  feet  long,  thirty-six  feet  wide, 
tod  three  stories  fci^h.  Connected  with  the  Prison  is  the  keeper^s 
hwiic,  of  stone,  fifty-four  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  four 
itorics  h%h.  The  building  containing  the  shops,  within  the  yard^  is 
•f  bod[,  one  hundred  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  tli^ee  std- 
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ries  higb.    The  yard  is  sixteen  rods  long  and  twelve  rods  wide«     The 
yard  wall  is  twenty  feet  high. 

Government.  The  officers  are  a  superintendent,  warden,  or  keeperi 
nine  overseers  and  guard,  a  physician  and  chaplain. 

The  appointment  of  the  superintendent  and  warden  is  by  the  Legi»- 
latur^,  annually ;  of  the  overseers  and  guard,  by  the  superintendent 
and  warden! 

The  salary  of  the  superintendent  is  $  850 ;  of  the  warden,  $  400 ; 
of  the  overseers  and  guard,  $  130  each ;  of  the  physician,  $  100  ;  of 
the  chaplain,  $  104. 

The  duties  of  the  superintendent  include  those  of  clerk,  contractor, 
and  a^nt  There  is  nothing  important  to  remark  concerning  the  du- 
ties of  the  other  officers,  except  that  the  duties  of  chaplain  are  very 
irregularly  dischai^ed.  In  truth  there  is  no  stated  chaplain,  whose 
8er\  ices  can  be  relied  on. 

Prisoners,  The  whole  number  received  in  this  Prison  from  the 
commencement  in  May,  1809,  till  September,  1825,  was  534 ;  males, 
528  ;  females,  6 ;  whites,  510 ;  colored,  24. 

The  crimes  of  350  last  received  were  as  follows :  stealing,  203 ; 
counterfeit  money,  51 ;  burglary,  21 ;  forgery,  14 ;  assault  with  intent 
to  uiurder,  adultery,  and  breaking  jail,  4  each ;  polygamy,  attempt  to 
niv  ish,  adultery,  and  manslaughter,  3  each ;  attempt  to  commit  rape, 
ijHiiKiring  villains,  arson,  burning,  2  each  ;  highway  robbery,  fomica- 
u<'n,  and  murder,  1  each.  The  cause  of  the  large  number  for  counter- 
^f\i  money  in  this  Prison  is  probably  because  the  village  in  Canada, 
rro!D  which  are  the  greatest  issues  of  spurious  bills,  is  situated  on  the 
coiinnes  of  Vermont. 

I'he  sentences  we  cannot  exhibit ;  except  that  none  are  sentenced  1o 
solitary  imprisonment 

The  nativity  of  the  534,  mentioned  above,  was  as  follows :  Vermont, 
only  96 ;  New  Hampshire,  105 ;  Massachusetts,  78 ;  Connecticut, 
53 ;  New  York,  55 ;  other  States,  26  ;  Canada  and  foreign  countries, 
76.  The  cause  of  having  more  in  this  Prison  natives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire than  of  V^mont  is  inexplicable.  The  cause  of  having  so  small 
a  proportion  natives  of  the  State  is  very  singular.  One  cause  may  be, 
that  great  numbers  resort  to  this  State,  and  pass  through  it,  from  other 
States,  on  their  way  to  Canada,  who  are  engaged  in  the  circulation  of 
counterfeit  money. 

The  expense  of  supporting  the  prisoners,  for  several  years  from  the 
organization  of  the  Prison,  was  from  five  to  seven  thousand  dollazs, 
annually.  During  this  time,  many  of  them  were  employed  in  making 
nails.  For  severaJ  years  past,  the  Prison  has  supported  itself.  The 
balance  in  favor  of  the  Prison  in  1823  was  $  868  16.  During  the 
latter  period  the  principal  emplojnment  has  been  weaving. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  is  remarkably  good.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  grav*w  is  thirteen.  During  seven  years,  from  November,  1818, 
tin  November,  1825,  the  deaths  were,  from  natural  causes,  only  six. 
The  average  number  of  prisoners  during  this  period  was  one  hundred ; 
so  that  the  mortality  was  not  one  per  cent  There  has  been  very  little 
sickness.    The  number  in  the  hospital  is  generally  two  or  three. 

The  same  valuable  experiment  has  been  made  in  Vermont,  as  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine,  of  the  efiect  of  cutting  oflf  habitual  drunkards 
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from  die  ue  of  ardknt  spirits,  and  with  the  same  delightful  results  in 
regifd  to  health.  The  subjects  of  such  treatment  renew  fteir  youth 
diraedy. 

The  neommiimenla  have  been  seventeen  for  second,  and  two  for  third 
tffeaoe.  § 

The  enk  in  this  Prison  are  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  making 
it  impossible  to  prevent  evil  conmiunication  at  night,  and  very  difficult 
to  BNTent  it  during  the  day ;  great  neglect  of  instruction  on  the  Sab- 
lum  tad  during  the  week.  If  these  evils  were  remedied,  this  Prison 
would  be  a  good  PenUenHary. 

4.  Slate  Frhon  in  Mastachtoetta, — Locadon.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Chirlestown,  on  navigable  water,  2^  miles  from  Boston.  The  sito- 
ttiim  WIS  chosefi  oiigini&y  without  reference  to  the  principal  business 
loir  pmsned.  The  granite  rock,  which  a  large  number  of  the  convicts 
we  employed  in  hammering,  is  brought  down  the  Merrimack  river  and 
cafiii  iliout  fifty  miles,  in  boats ;  and  in  sloops,  from  the  Kennebeck 
dm,  in  Maine,  and  from  Gloucester  and  Quincy,  Mass.  The  situar 
tion  b  healthy,  and  advantageous  to  the  pecuniaiy  concerns  of  the  in- 
noiioDa 

Cmtnetkm,  There  is  nothing  in  the  construction  of  this  Prison 
worthy  of  notice,  except  the  new  Prison,  and  the  new  shq)s.  The 
ddpiiHn  building,  ana  the  old  shops,  do  not  admit  of  separation,  in- 
fttdoD,  or  discipline,  among  three  hundred  convicts.  The  new 
WUng  will  put  this  matter  right  at  niriit,  and  the  new  shops  are 
ndi  as  to  admit  of  Ihoioug^  inspection,  during  the  day,  over  as  many 
onrids  as  can  work  in  than.  When  the  new  building  is  done,  which 
viD  not  probably  be  in  less  than  eighteen  months,  and  when  the  old 
diopi  are  demoiiBhed,  a^d  the  new  ^ops  enlarged,  sufficiently  to  ac- 
coDUDodate  all  the  prisoners,  then  this  Prison,  in  its  construction,  will 
k  tt  wen  ealetdalted  to  promote  a  salutary  prison  discipline  as  any 
<Aer  in  this  coantry.  The  new  buihiing  will  be  of  granite,  about  200 
^loBc,  40  feet  vnde,  and  (bur  stories  high,  containing  300  separate 
fdk  Th^  plan  of  building  differe  itota  that  at  Auburn  only  in  plac* 
iifdM  door  of  the  cell  on  Sie  outer  surface  of  the  wall ;  in  the  fasten- 
^  of  the  door,  which  is  more  simple  and  convenient;  in  making  the 
P^nes  of  stone  «nd  the  ratling  of  iron ;  and  in  placing  a  window  in 
d^  eitemal  watt  opposite  every  cell,  in  the  three  upper  stories.  These 
aviations  from  the  Aubiun  plan  are  intended  as  an  improvement ;  but 
^'ticther  they  will  prove  so,  in  regard  to  the  windows  and  doors,  can 
•ly  be  proved  by  experience. 

TV  oonstruction  of  the  new  sh<^  is  very  simple,  being  little  else 
^  an  extensive  enclosure  of  wood,  with  a  lofty  covering,  leaving  the 
f>ee  iridkin  open  to  the  eye  144  feet  in  length,  and  88  in  breadth. 
^  w^t  overseer  may  do  more  to  prevent  evil  communication  between 
^  haadred  men  in  this  shop,  than  ten  overseers  could  do  to  prevent 
tiBOBg  the  same  number  in  ihe  apartments  of  the  old  brick  building. 
^^  eoBstmction,  therefore,  we  only  wish  the  new  buildings  could 
knooer  completed. 

(^miimiut  The  officers  are  three  directors,  a  warden,  keeper, 
dcrk,  tkee  turnkeys,  eighteen  overseers,  a  nignt  watch,  physiciaA, 
ladehaflaia. 
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The  appwniment  of  the  direetors,  warden^  phjsiciaiii  and  chaplain^ 
is  by  the  governor  and  council ;  of  the  other  officers  by  the  directors. 

The  sdaary  of  the  directors  is  $  300  each ;  warden,  $  1,500 ;  keep- 
er, $500;  cleric,  $950;  turnkeys,  $350;  overseers,  $250;  nigh^ 
watch,  $644;  physician,  and  chaplain,  $250  each.  Besides  tbei^ 
salary,  the  keeper,  turnkeys,  and  overseers,  are  allowed  rations  amount^ 
ing  to  $  2,340  annually.  i 

The  dxUies  of  the  officers,  particularly  of  the  directors  and  warden. 
have  not  been  sufficiently  defined ;  and,  consequently,  there  has  btoi] 
a  controversy  many  years  between  them.  This  controversy  has  led  t{^ 
mutual  recrimination,  jealous  and  hostile  feeling,  and  many  embarr&^s^ 
ments  concerning  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  instrtutloii, 
It  is  not  surprising,  that  a  house  thus  divided  against  itself  shoulc^ 
have  difficulties  within  and  without  The  directors  may  think  tlie 
warden's  office  unnecessary,  and  the  warden  may  think  the  directors 
"annecessary.  .The  warden  may  comipit  a  man  to  the  cells  for  punish^ 
ment,  and  the  director  for  the  week  remove  him ;  the  warden  remorej 
certain  indulgences  from  the  prisoners,  and  the  director  for  the  week 
restore  them ;  the  directors  order  monies  paid  to  an  assistant  keeper, 
which  the  warden  thinks  unjustifiable,  and  the  warden  refuse  to  paj^ 
it  It  is,  and  has  been,  a  most  uncomfortable  controversy,  totally  ia^ 
consistent  with  t^e  order  of  the  institution^  and  the  interests  of  the 
State. 

The  duties  of  the  physician  are  prescribed,  and  the  bill  of  mortolit)] 
shows  that  a  small  proportion  only,  i.  e.  one  to  foriy-rdney  of  the  men 
die  annually.  This  may  be  considered  a  favorable  result,  in  regard  to 
deaths ;  but  a  circumstance  has  occurred  recently  of  a  singular  charac- 
ter, which  may  explain  the  reason,  why  so  large  a  number  of  men  arci 
usually  found  in  the  hospital,  without  involving  the  character  of  the 
physician,  who  is  a  man  of  great  respectability.  This  fact  is  statet^ 
here  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  importance,  not  only  of  placing 
the  sick  in  Penitentiaries,  under  the  care  of  a  physician,  who  under 
stands  the  arts  of  these  places ; ,  but,  also,  of  placing  the  hospital  uudei 
the  care  of  some  other  one  than  a  convict  One  of  the  keepers  state^,| 
that  an  officer,  who  was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  new  building., 
Jias  been  recently  detected  in  furnishing  digitalis,  or  fox  glove,  to  a 
convict,  which  is  sought  after  by  the  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  redu- 
cing the  pulse,  that  they  may,  in  this  way,  obtain  the  leisure,  and  at- 
tention, and  comforts  of  the  hospital.  The  same  officer  was  detected 
in  furnishing  spirits  and  money  to  the  same  convict,  and  has  beei^ 
discharged,  and  put  under  bonds  for  one  thousand  dollars,  for  his  ap- 
pearance at  court.  This  single  fact  contains  a  volume  of  caution  con- 
cerning the  feigned  sickness  of  prisoners ;  the  impropriety  of  placing  a 
convict  in  the  hospital  of  a  Penitentiary  as  nurse,  and  giving  hin 
charge  of  the  medicine,  which  is  very  commonly  done  j  the  necessitTf' 
of  great  wisdom,  and  experience,  and  faithfulness  in  the  physic'^^^i 
and  of  unbending  integrity  in  all  the  officers. 

The  duties  of  the  chaplain  at  Charlestown  are,  to  preach  at  the  Pri- 
son every  Sabbath,  at  12  o'clock,  and  to  visit  the  hospital  occasionally^ 
His  compensation  corresponds  with  this  amount  of  dtity.  The  clergy- 
man, on  whom  this  duty  devolves,  has  a  family,  and  is  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  other  duties,  or  not  provide  for  it     Without  detracting  frona 
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the  chancter  of  the  chaplain,  or  from  the  value  of  what  service  he 
performs,  it  maj  be  said,  in  one  word,  that  this  provision  for  moral 
and  religiotis  instroction  is  not  the  thing  demandea  in  snch  an  instita- 
tkn.  If  there  is  a  place  on  earth,  where  a  minister  of  th6  Lord  Jesns 
Chrigtmay  contend  with  sin,  h  is  in  a  great  Prison ;  and  it  is  apparent 
bm  facts,  that  he  may  not  only  find  sin  to  contend  with,  but  he  may 
UDtend  with  it  successfully.  This,  however,  must  be  done,  not  by 
fomg  to  the  Prison  once  a  week,  but  by  living  in  it ;  by  spending  the 
Sibbith  in  it,  and  every  day  in  the  week  in  it  The  word  of  Crod 
Md  be  read  daily,  and  prayers  most  earnestly  offered,  morning  and 
ereoing,  to  the  Almightt,  that  Gk>D  would  diminish  the  sin,  and 
di&Dge  the  heart,  and  save  these  men  from  going  forth  as  children  of 
bdl  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  A  great  Prison  is  a  fountain  of  death ; 
lad  if  H  ever  becomes  any  thing  else,  it  must  be  done  by  Christian 
eibit  We  want  no  better  illustration  of  what  may  be  dcne^  than  we 
kre  in  what  ha$  been  done  by  Mr.  Curtis,  at  Auburn.  Nothing  ef- 
fectual will  be  done  in  this  department  at  Charlestown,  till  the  chap- 
hb  is  devoted  entirely  to  his  business. 

We  have  no  remark  to  make  concerning  the  duties  of  the  other 
oScen  in  this  Prison,  except  that  their  number  is  great ;  their  com- 
pensation is  liberal,  though  perhaps  not  sufficient ;  and  they  oueht  by 
ngilance,  by  devotion,  and  by  a  good  life,  to  do  a  vast  deal  mr  the 
pQiitj  and  honor  of  the  institution  and  the  State ;  and  on  no  account 
vbatever  accept  a  bribe  from  a  prisoner. 

hwmen.  The  whole  number  committed  from  the  commencement 
^1805,  to  September,  1826,  is  ,1,992;  discharged  on  expiration  of 
Katence,  1,224;  pardoned,  325;  escaped,  15;  discharged  by  order  of 
Sfreme  Court,  6;  remuning  in  Prison  September  1826,  313.  Of 
^  in  Prison  in  September,  1826,  263  were  white,  and  50  colored ; 
^13  males,  0  females. 

Tbe  Crimea  for  which  they  were  sentenced  were,  for  store  break- 
»g  and  theft,  192;  counterfeit  money,  30 ;  burglary,  17;  common 
^ierca,  20 ;  assault  for  rape,  10 ;  assault  for  murder,  10 ;  forgery,  8 ; 
"^fi,  6 ;  common  cheats,  open  and  gross  lewdness,  murder,  sentence 
^oBunuted  to  hard  labor  for  life,  2  each ;  manslaught^^,  3 ;  receiving 
*^  goods,  4;  robbery,  maiming,  robbing  bank,  escape  from  House 
«f  Correction,  attempt  to  rescue  convicts,  adultery,  horse  stealing,  1 
each. 

Their  aojinly  was  from  States  not  specified,  in  the  annual  Report  of 
^  warden,  255 ;  from  foreign  countnes,  56. 

Tieir  emjploifment  in  the  Prison,  September  30, 1826,  was,  stone  cut- 
*^  105;  lumpers,  transporting  stone,  &c.  21  j  cabinet  m?kers,  35 ; 
^^  makers,  26 ;  whitesmiths  and  tinmen,  6 ;  shoe  makers,  3 ;  cop- 
P^»te  ^uter,  1 ;  coopers,  7;  (the  78,  last  mentioned,  were  let  to 
;®tractora;)  weavers,  10;  tailors,  13;  employed  on  the  new  build- 
^34;  washers  and  waiters,  10;  in  the  hospital,  10 ;  blacksmi^ 
^  cobUers,  5  each ;  oakum  pickers,  8 ;  cooks,  9 ;  barbers,  3 ;  in  the 

'^  'nccm  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  after  defraying  every  ex- 
P]^  has  been  stated  to  exceed  $  20,000  in  three  years.  As  tt  has 
^  made  a  question,  in  other  States,  whether  any  such  results  have 
f^f  been  guned  in  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  we  present  the  follow- 
■I  aecoanti  renden^d  hv  the  warder  for  the  last  two  years. 
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Wc  can  see  no  room  for  deception  in  regard  to  these  accounts,  un- 
less it  be  in  the  inventory  of  stock ;  and  as  this  varies  very  litUe  in 
1825  and  I62G,  deception  on  this  point  would  malve  a  small  dillereuce 
onij  in  the  result;  and  in  regard  to  the  year  1824,  the  inventory  of 
itock  was'  $  14,446  33 ;  so  that  deception  then,  even  if  the  warden 
could  be  supposed  capable  of  it,  would  have  varied  the  result  only 
(2000.  We  therefore  see  no  reason  why  the  managers  or  ofUccrs 
of  those  Penitential  les,  which  are  bringing  the  States,  where  they  are 
bated,  heavily  in  debtj  year  after  year,  should  raise  a  question  as  to 
the  income  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison.  A  question  has  not  only 
been  raised  concerning  the  fairness  of  the  accounts,  but  whether  the 
olary  of  the  officers  and  the  expense  of  transporting  convicts  was  in- 
ehided.  It  may  be  here  seen  that  they  are  both  included,  in  the  pro- 
ductive years.  It  has  been  said  that  they  could  not  be  included,  for 
fio  branch  of  business  would  enable  convicts  to  earn  so  much  money, 
it  may  be  seen  by  these  accounts,  what  have  been  the  proceeds  of  the 
tlooe  department,  and,  by  a  little  calculation,  it  may  be  ascertained 
ihtt  the  average  earnings  of  each  man  employed  in  hammering  granite, 
in  this  Prison,  was  84  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  in  1825,  and  92  cents 
tad  3  mills  per  day  in  1826.  This  is  on  supposition  diat  there  are 
bat  300  woikiag' days  in  theyear.  It  has  also  been  said,  that  even 
the  &70Table  result  of  thos^  Prisons,  which  have  brought  an  income  to 
thdr  respective  States,  arises  from  tiieir  location.  It  has  already  been 
stitol,  m  regBrd  to  the  Massacbtisetts  Prison,  that  graaiite  rock  is 
brought  to  it  by  water  from  New  Hampshire  and  Maine.  We  can 
ierdbre  see  no  good  reacwa  why  the  truth  of  these  accounts  should 
beqoestioned. 

Tliere  are  some  other  important  results  easily  deduced  from  these 
•ewimts, 

TUjwtd  for  prisoneri  is  not  expensice.  In  1825  the  provisions  at 
Cbariestown,  for  306  prisoners,  cost  4  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  for 
9A  num :  in  1826,  for  313,  5  cents  and  9  mills. 

The  dotkhg  and  bedding  for  prisoners  is  not  expensive.  In  1S25, 
^  articles  at  Charlestown,  for  306  prisoners,  cost  for  the  year, 
16  78  per  man  :  m  1826,  they  cost  for  313,  $  11  71  per  man. 

Tke/roeeed»  of  the  labor^  in  the  stone  department^  of  about  one  third 
^AeMeK,  toer€  more  than  stfficient  to  cover  the  expenses  for  provisional 
dotUy,  beddingy  and  salary  of  the  officers^  for  the  whole  establishment. 

h  II  honorable  to  the  warden  and  assistant  keepers,  that  results, 
i^HKiiy  so  unexpected,  have  been  gained  under  their  management,  in 
Aejpecimiary  concerns  of  this  Institution. 

There  is  a  matoNdinferenepfrom  these  accounts  that  where  hard  labor 
*  ^  hmest  o/*  the  coneictt,  they  can  be  made  to  snqipori  themsehes, 
'  We  Imve  no  naore  remarks  concerning  the  income  from  the  labor  of 
^^praoners  at  Chariestown. 

Ae  vicea  of  the  prisoners,  in  which  they  have  been  detected,  are 
^^ksg  peiso&s'to  bring  them  prohibited  articles,  by  a  most  mischie- 
^^  and  demenlizing  use  of  their  over-stint  money.  It  has  been 
^  to  purdiase  cards,  spirits,  digitalis,  bills  to  be  altered,  and  mar 
^W  to  alter  them.  It  is  difficmt  to  conceive  in  what  way  $  4000, 
*uraaQy,  caiM  lit  the  procuring  cause  of  mpre  moral  evil  than  this 
^iMaitof  o^er-stint,  subject  to  the  order  of  convicts  in  a  State  Priaon. 
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The  other  vices,  detected  in  tliis  Prison,  besides  those  for  t\  hich 
over-stint  money  has  prepared  the  way,  are,  couutcrfeiting  bifls  and 
coin ;  teaching  the  art  of  picking  pockets,  and  actually  picking  thp 
pockets  of  strangers ;  preparing  false  keys  and  other  instruments  for 
breaking  houses  and  stores ;  combinations  against  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  individuals  in  society ;  insurrections  terminated  only  in  blood 
and  death ;  inveterate  enmity  against  prisoners  and  others,  who  reveal 
plots ;  combined,  and  powerful,  and  systematic  eObrt  ui  favor  of  vice, 
and  unn&tural  crime :  and  these  evils  in  buildings  so  constructed,  that 
all  attempts  to  prevent  evil  communication,  effectually^  must  be  fruit- 
less. 

The  rtconvnMimefU$  have  corresponded  with  what  might  be  expected 
from  such  a  school  of  vice.  In  1817,  out  of  three  hundred  convicts 
then  in  Prison,  ninety  were  for  second,  third,  or  fourth  time ;  and  in 
1827  the  proportion  was  about  the  same.  It  is  apparent  from  the 
records,  that  Uie  young  men  and  boys  who  have  been  sent  from  the 
country  for  their  first  offence,  in  numerous  instances,  after  remaining 
several  years  at  Oharlestown,  have  been  discharged  to  engage,  imme- 
diately, in  Boston,  in  the  practice  of  those  arts  with  which  they  had 
become  familiar  in  Prison. 

The  general  character  of  this  Prison  may  now  be  eiven  in  a  few 
words.  Its  income  and  health  are  favorable ;  its  mord  influence  most 
injurious.  But  we  may  hope  for  a  better  st^te  of  things,  when  the 
cause  of  the  cimtroversy  ceases  between  the  directors  and  the  warden ; 
when  the  assistant  keepers  are  more  faithful ;  when  the  chaplain  is 
entirely  devoted  to  his  business ;  when  over-stint,  the  great  means  of 
bribery  and  other  evils,  is  done  away ;  and  when  evil  communication 
10  prevented  by  the  new  buildings  and  new  discipline. 

5.  State  Prison  in  Connecticut. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
IB  Wethersfield,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  meeting  house,  and  two  and 
•  half  mile^  south  of  Hartford.  It  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  a 
large  bay,  about  fifty  feet  above  the  surface,  and  twenty  or  thirty  rods 
from  the  shore.  The  bay,  which  opens  into  the  main  land  iirom  Con- 
necticttt  river,  is  navigable  for  large  vessels  to' the  shore  near  the  Pri- 
son. The  earth  between  the  principal  building  and  the  water,  a  few 
feet  beneath  the  surface,  is  composed  of  clay  and  sand  of  an  excellent 
quality.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  employ  the  convicts  in  making  ^ricL 
For  ibis  and*  other  purposes,  good  water  is  found,  within  six  feet  of 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  location,  therefore,  must  be  consider- 
ed, in  several  respeets,  peculiarly  advantageous.  It  is  near  the  centre 
of  the  State,  amidst  a  healthy  and  virtuous  population,  on  navigable 
w«ter,  and  supplied  very  conveniently  wi&  inexhaustible  quantities  of 
clay,  and  sand,  and  water. 

Oomtruetimu  It  is  built  on  the  Auburn  plan,  and  contains  136 
cells,  besides  a  chapel,  keeper's  house,  hospital,  offices  for  warden 
and  guard,  and  an  apartment  for  female  convicts.  The  building  is  of 
stone,  177  feet  long,  48  feet  wide,  and  36  feet  high.  The  cells  ai^ 
arranged  in  four  stories,  and  are  very  similar  in  ihe  dimensions  and 
construction  to  those  at  Auburn.  The  building  was  commenced  and 
neariy  completed  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1826*  The  yard  and 
flhops  ¥rill  be  completed  during  the  present  summer,  and  the  whole 
will  be  ready  for  die  reception  of  convicts  from  Newgale  hd  Septem- 
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ber.  The  expense  will  Tiuy  but  little  from  $30,000.  It  is  not 
known  that  Uiis  cotmtrj  affords  a  cheaper  and  better  Prison  for  the 
safe  keeping  and  wholsesome  discipline  of  an  equal  number  of  con- 
victs. Much  of  the  credit,  for  the  erection  and  speedy  completion  of 
this  valuable  establishment,  is  due  to  the  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Rusa, 
Peters,  and  Wellb,  who  hare  labored  with  great  assiduity,  intelH^ 
gence  and  economy,  from  the  commencement  to  the  present  time. 
Without  detracting  from  the  merits  of  the  other  Commissioners,  we 
are  confident,  they  feel  with  us,  that  the  State  of  Conneetieut  and  the 
country  at  large  are  under  peculiar  obligations  to  Mr.  Wrlls,  for*  his 
indefatigable  attentions  to  an  establishment,  which,  we  think,  is  with- 
out a  rival  in  one  respect,  that  is,  the  economy  of  its  construction. 
And  in  regard  to  the  design  of  the  principal  and  other  bnildings,  for 
security,  inspection,  convenience,  and  general  economy  in  the  ntan* 
agement,  it  will  stand  among  the  first  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States. 

(rovernmeni.  The  officers  of  this  Prison,  according  to  the  prori- 
sions  of  the  late  law,  are  to  be,  three  directors,  a  warden,  not  more 
than  ten  assistants,  and  an  overseer  for  each  department  of  business. 

The  appointment  of  the  directors  is  by  the  General  Assembly ;  of 
the  warden,  by  the  directors ;  of  the  other  officers,  by  the  warden. 

The  warden  is  made  the  responsible  officer  for  the  safe  keeping, 
employment,  and  discipline  of  the  institution.  The  directors  make 
by-laws,  and  inspect  the  prison,  and  the  warden's  accounts,  altemate- 
ijj  once  a  week,  and  together  once  in  three  months,  and  annually 
submit  a  report  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  progress  and  condition 
of  the  Prison,  together  with  suggestions  as  to  the  amendment  of  the 
criminal  law,  and  the  laws  relating  to  the  Prison,  which  report  it  is 
made  their  duty  to  pubKsh,  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  Sttfte  t»f 
each  of  the  United  States. 

With  the  location,  construction,  and  government  as  stated  abote, 
if  the  directors  shall  be  so  happy,  in  tSkt  appointment  of  a  warden,  as 
to  aecare  the  services  of  Moses  C.  Pilsburt,  Esq.,  fdrmeriy  warden 
of  the  Prison  in  New  Hampshire,  to  whom  they  have  applied,  and 
who  has  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  we  confidently  antiei- 
pale  the  most  dehghtfol  results,  from  this  experiment,  on  the  reniten- 
tKUT  system  in  Connecticut 

wc  intentionally  omit  all  further  notice  of  Newgate. 

€•  Pefdieniiary  in  New  York  city. — Location.  This  Prison  is  con- 
nected  with  the  Almshouse,  on  the  East  river,  two  and  a  hajf  m9es 
from  the  City  Bfall.  It  is  in  the  same  yard  with  numerous  other 
buildings  of  this  extensive  establishment.  The  number  of  poor  {Peo- 
ple and  convicts  brought  together  in  the  buildings  within  this  jrardis, 
at  Sonne  seasons  of  £e  year,  about  two  thousaiid.  The  location  is, 
therefore,  injurious  both  to  the  Penitentiary  and  the  Almshouse. 

Coastrucdon.  The  building  used  for  the  Penitentiary  is  constructed 
on  the  old  plan,  with  large  rooms,  and  the  rooms  are  so  few  in  num- 
ber, and  th6  prisoners  so  numerous,  that  it  has  sometimes  been  nects- 
«xy  to  put  twelve  in  a  room.  The  evils  arising  from  this  were  «o 
great  as  to  cause  an  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  construction  of  one 
fourth  of  the  building;  which  was  done  by  removing  the  partitron 
wsDa^and  erecting  cells,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  within  the  externa!  walls. 
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In  front  of  this  breastwork  of  cells  is  erected  a  small  pulpit^  from 
which  the  chaplain  may  address  the  prisoners,  either  in  uie  cells,  or 
on, the  galleries.  With  the  exception  of  this  quarter  of  the  building^ 
the  construction  of  the  whole  is  very  bad. 

There  is  another  building  connected  with  this  Penitentiary,  viz.  » 
tread-mill.  This  has  b^en  used  at  some  periods,  and  at  others  neg 
lected,  and  on  the  whole  is  not  approved.  As  therefore  this  building 
and  its  appendages  are  not  esteemed  of  great  value,  in  almost  the  only 
establishment  in  this  country  where  it  has  been  introduced,  it  cannot 
be  necessary  to  describe  it  minutely.  If  there  was  any  probability, 
that  the  mode  of  punishment  by  tread-mills  was  to  be  extensively  in- 
troduced in  America,  we  should  immediately  prepare  a  pamphlet  ex- 
hibiting the  results  of  experience,  in  the  Penitentiary  in  New  York, 
and  at  Newgate  in  Connecticut,  which  would  be  unfavorable  to  the 
svstem.  But  until  there  is  such  probability,  we  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity of  dwelling  upon  the  subject,  even  so  long  as  to  describe  the  con- 
struction. 

Government,  This  Prison  has  the  same  general  supervision  as  the 
Almshouse,  the  same  superintendent,  and  the  same  physician  and 
chaplain.     It  has,  besides,  a  keeper,  and  several  assistants. 

Prisoners,  The  number  varies  from  two  to  three  hundred.  The 
number  of  females  in  1825  was  about  sixty.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  at  (hat  time  was  large ;  but  they  have  been  removed 
to  the  Refuge.    A  large  proportion  of  all  classes  are  colored. 

The  crimes  are  generally  larceny,  assault  and  battery,  and  the  lower 
grade  of  crimes  common  in  a  large  city. 

The  sentences  of  none  of  these  exceed  three  years.  The  Prison  is 
therefore  intended  for  a  class  of  offenders  from  the  city,  who  are  sup- 
posed not  to  merit  punishment  in  the  State  Prison. 

The  emplaymerU  of  the  prisoners  appears  to  be  very  irregular  and 
very  unproductive ;  sometimes  on  the  tread-mill ;  sometimes  in  a  pin 
factory ;  sometimes  on  the  public  lands  or  highways ;  sometimes  pick- 
ing oakum,  and  sometimes  thev  have  been  unemployed.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  system  or  patient  and  efficient  labor.  If  all  the 
able-bodied  men  in  the  establishment  were  put  into  a  stone  shed  near 
the  bank  of  the  river,  or  transferred  to  Sing  Sing,  they  might  earn  a 
large  amount  of  money  annually. 

The  vices  of  the  prisoners  are  such  as  are  generally  found  in  Prisons 
constructed  and  managed  as  this  is.  Evil  commimication  of  all  sorts 
is,  to  a  great  extent,  necessarily  unrestrained.  It  is  such  that  the  im- 
possibility of  doing  them  any  good  was  well  expressed  by  the  super- 
intendent, as  stated  in  the  last  Report  Spealdng  of  the  crowded 
state  of  the  Prison,  he  said,  "  How  can  you  expect  reformation  under 
such  circumstances  ?  As  well  might  you  kindle  a  fire,  with  a  spark, 
on  the  ocean  in  a  storm  !  If  a  man  forms  a  good  resolution,  or  feels  a 
serious  impression,  it  is  immediately  driven  from  him  in  his  ni^ht 
room." 

In  accordance  with  these  views  of  the  inefficacy  of  all  means  of  im- 
provement, under  existing  circumstances,  has  been  the  neglect  of  in- 
struction. The  prisoners  are  not  permitted  to  come  to  the  chapel  on 
the  Sabbath ;  nor  is  any  regular  and  systematic  instruction  afforded 
them  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during  the  week,  except  by  the  chaplain, 
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who  has  generally  one  or  two  ver}'  short  serv^ices,  weekly,  in  one  of 
the  halls  of  the  building,  in  which  a  part  only  of  the  prisoners  can 
hear  him* 

The  evils  then,  in  this  establislimenf,  are  obvious,  and  many  of 
them  unavoidable  with  the  present  construction.  If  the  male  con- 
victs, who  are  now  sent  to  this  Prison  for  more  than  one  year,  should 
be  sent  to  Sing  Sing  as  soon  as  tliat  Prison  is  so  far  completed  os  to 
fiumit  them,  and  the  females  should  be  put  under  the  care  of  a  matron 
ill  that  part  of  the  building  which  has  been  changed  to  the  Auburn 
pl^f  then  these  classes  would  be  well  provided  for,  and  in  these 
classes  would  be  included  the  greater  part  of  Uie  whole  number. 

7.  State  Prison  in  New  York  cUij. — This  Prison  is  situated  oi  t  the 
east  bank  of  the  North  Kiver,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  City 
Hail.  It  b  an  extensive  establishment,  consisting  of  numerous  and 
expensive  buildings,  which  has  been  used  thirty  years  as  the  pi  inci- 
paJ  Prison  in  the  State  of  New  York,  But  the  evils  in  it  have  be- 
come so  great,  in  consequence  of  its  construction  and  management,  as 
to  induce  the  Legislature  to  make  preparations  for  its  abandonment 
The  whole  has  therefore  been  sold  to  the  city  for  one  hundred  thou-  • 
sand  dollars,  and  the  prisoners  will  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  build- 
iag  at  Sing  Sing  shall  be  so  far  completed  as  to  receive  them.  With- 
out giving,  therefore,  any  particular  description  of  the  construction 
and  government  of  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  state  a  few  facts  concerning  its  expense,  its  recommitments, 
and  its  mortality. 

The  total  expense  of  erecting  and  supporting  it,  from  1796  to  1826, 
iodnsive,  has  been  one  million  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 

THOUSAND  THREE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-THREE  DOIXARS  AND  NINETY- 
TWO  CENTS  :  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  school  fund.  This  most  as- 
tonishing fact  was  funiished  by  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  for  a 
Committee  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  that  body,  requiring  that  it  should  be  ascertained. 

Tlie  Tetommtments  have  been  nearly  one  to  four,  or  nearly  five 
times  aa  numerous  as  the  recommitments  at  Auburn. 

The  mortality  has  been  several  years  6  per  cent,  or  three  times  ds 
great  as  that  of  the  Prisons  generally  in  this  country,  and  tlie  last  year 
10  per  cent 

8.  Stai€  Pmm  at  Sing  Sing^  N.  V.— Location.  This  l^ison  is  Id- 
eated on  the  east  bank  of  the  North  River,  thirty  miles  ahove  New 
York,  and  half  a  mile  south  of  the  meeting-house  at  Mount  Pleasant 
This  situation  was  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  emploving  the  convicts 
in  W4k  inexhaustible  quarry  of  marble,  of  which  th6  bank  of  the  river 
is  here  composed.  The  principal  building  is  erected  parallel  with  the 
river,  about  thirty  feet  from  it,  and  fifteen  feet  above  the  surface  of 
the  water.  The  foundation  is  a  solid  body  of  marble,  and  the  mate- 
rial for  building  is  marble,  either  blasted  out  of  the  solid  mass  on 
which  the  huilding  now  stands,  or  from  that  which  composes  the  hill, 
on  the  east  The  river  is  navigable  for  steam  boats  to  die  shore  near 
the  Prison.  The  channel  of  the  riv^r  is  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two 
miles  west  of  the  Prison.  From  the  top  of  the  hill,  in  the  reai  of  the  - 
Pri«o«,  the  view  of  the  river,  nearly  fifty  miles  towards  Nc^  York 
and  Albanj.  and  sometimes  of  fifty  sul  of  vessels,  is  very  ph  ssant 

10  • 
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This  location  is  probably  as  advantageous,  on  the  whole,  as  that  of 
any  Prison  in  the  United  States.  Its  marble,  its  navigable  water,  its 
pure  air,  its  retired  situation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  its  easy  commiiDi- 
cation  with  New  York,  are  great  advantages  to  be.  combined  in  the 
same  location. 

Construction.  The  principal  building,  when  completed,  will  be 
nearly  500  feet  long,  about  40  feet  wide,  four  stories  high,  and  will 
contain  eight  hundred  cells.  It  is  on  the  general  plan  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn.  The  only  variations  are  in. the  win- 
dows, doors,  and  fastenings.  The  windows  are  more  numerous,  and 
not  so  large ;  so  that  there  may  be  one  in  front  of  each  cell.  The 
doors  are  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  wall.  The  fastenings  of  a  part 
of  the  doors  will  be  peculiar  to  this  Prison,  viz.  a  compound  lever  lock, 
with  which  many  doors,  on  the  same  gallery,  may  be  locked  or  nn* 
locked  at  once. 

The  other  buildings,  one  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper  and 
his  family,  and  the  other  for  the  kitchen,  hospital,  and  chapel,  are  to 
extend  from  the  ends  of  the  principal  building  towards  the  river  about 
80  feet ;  giving  the  whole  the  appearance  from  the  river  of  a  hollow 
square.  On  the  west  side  of  the  principal  building,  towards  the  chan* 
nel  of  the  river,  the  yard  is  to  be  extended  300  feet  in  wid*h,  and 
about  500  feet  in  length.  This  yard  is  to  be  formed  with  the  i  efuse 
stone  from  the  quarry.  When  the  buildings  and  yard  shall  be  com* 
pleted  on  the  plan  proposed,  the  establishment  will  be  very  good  in 
its  construction. 

Government,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tibbets,  and  Allen,  are  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Legislature  for  the  erection  of  this  Prison.  Capt 
Lynds,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  under  whom 
the  admirable  discipline  in  that  Prison  was  introduced,  is  the  responsi^* 
ble  agent.  Under  his  immediate  care,  100  prisoners  from  Auburn 
were  brought  to  Sing  Sing,  and  put  on  shore  to  commence  the  work, 
before  the  ground  bad  been  broken,  or  a  cell  of  ^y  descriptioa,  or  a 
yard  wall,  had  been  begun.  They  built,  the  first  day,  a  tempomy 
covering  of  wood,  which  was  used  as  their  place  for  lodging  during 
the  season.  From  the  time  of  the  landing,  in  May,  till  late  in  the  au- 
tumn, when  a  sufiicient  number  of  cells  were  finished  to  confine  the 
prisoners  at  night,  there  was  no  escape.  The  whole  building  thus 
far,  and  all  the  labor  in  opening  the  quarry,  has  been  done  by  the 
cdnvicts,  without  any  other  me^s  of  confinement  than  the  authority^ 
and  system  of  discipline  introduced  by  Capt  Lynds.  In  maintaiiiJAg 
this  authority,  he  has  been  assisted  by  a  few  trusty  keepers,  who  went 
with  him  from  Auburn.  With  their  assistance  all  is  order,  industry^ 
silence,  and  activity.  The  work  goes  on  rapidly,  with  Uttle  murmur- 
ing, and  scarc^y  an  effort  to  escape  or  rebel.  There  has  been  one 
insurrection,  in  which  two  prisoners  only  were  concerped)  of  whom 
one  was  killed.  By  those  who  have  widaessed  the  power  and  wvidom 
of  this  government,  the  order,  and  industry,  and  silence  of  these  con-' 
victs,  it  is  believed  that  here  is  a  specimen  of  authority  tad  Tigilaiice 
on  the  one  hand,  and  obedience  on  the  other,  which  to  a.great  extent 
prevent  evil  communication  among  prisoners,  under  circumstances, 
during  a  part  of  the  time,  at  least,  most  unfavorable  to  so  iflnportant  b 
result 
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Tlie  appointment  of  Capt  Lynds  is  by  the  commissioners ;  of  the 
assistant  keepers,  by  the  agent.  The  compensation  of  the  former  is 
$2000  annually  ;  of  the  latter,  from  four  to  nine  hundred  dollars.     * 

Prisoners,  The  number,  iivhich  was  at  first  100,  has  increaiied  to 
about  250.  Of  these,  who  are  all  males,  about  one  fourth  part  are 
colored. 

Their  crimes,  nativity,  frequency  df  conviction,  and  sentences,  could 
not  be  ascertained  at  Sing  Sing,  because  they  were  transferred  from 
odier  Prisons^ 

The  recommitments,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1827,  had  been  none ; 
thirty-four  only  having  been  discharged.  ^ 

The  heidih  of  the  prisoners  is  very  good.  Fifteen  have  been  sent  to 
the  hospital  of  the  Prison  in  New  York ;  of  whom  one  has  died.  Six 
have  died  ^t  Sing  Sing ;  one  in  the  rebellion,  three  from  casualty,  and 
two  from  natural  causes.  On  the  9th  of  April,  there  were  none  con- 
fined with  sickness,  nor  did  Capt  Lvnds  recollect  tliat  one  had  been  ' 
confined,  except  the  man  who  died,  during  the  last  year.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  prisoners  indicated  heahh  and  Arength. 

The  same  valuable  experiment,  on  temperance,  which'  has  been 
mentiofied  in  speaking  of  other  Prisons,  has  been  tried  at  Sing  Sing. 
The  men  neither  suffer  nor  die  fVom  abstinence,  though  they  have 
been  formerly  intemperate.  Nor  is  there  any  want  of  ability  to  work 
hard,  «11  the  time,  on  wholesome  food  and  good  water.. 

/mfrtfcfton.  In  April  last  the  Commissioners  opened  the  way  for 
the  introduction  of  a  chaplain  at  Sing  Sing,  who  should  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  instruction  of  the  prisoners.  At  the  earnest  solicitar 
tion  of  Capt  Lynds,  that  a  chaplain  might  be  sent,  as  soon  as  a  suitar 
ble  man  could  be  found,  Mr.  Gerrisu  Barrett  was  engaged  to  assume 
the  responsibilities  of  this  situation.  Mr.  Barrett  whites,  June  17th, 
•5  follows :  "  a  little  after  7  o'clock,  every  evening,  I  commence  read- 
ing the  flcriptnres  to  the  convicts,  afterwards  make  some  remarks,  and 
then  offer  a  prayer  on  each  side  of  the  Prison.  I  have  found  by  ex- 
pericfice,  that  to  stand  as  near  the  centre  of  the  Prison  as  possible,  on 
the  pavement  below,  is  far  better,  for  the  purpose  of  being  easily  heard, 
than  Co  stand  upon  the  gallery.  I  am  persuaded,  that,  of  all  the  me- 
Aods  which  have  been  used  for  fastening  divine  truth  upon  the  minds 
of  convicts,  this  daily  reading  of  the  scriptures  and  prayer  is  most 
Kkely  to  succeed.  The  truth  strikes  upon  the  ear,  when  the  men  are 
sobered  by  the  !rf)ors  of  the  day,  when  no  mortal  eye  sees  them,  and 
wlien  the  twilight,  and  ifce  silence,  and  the  loneliness  combine  in  caus^ 
ing  it  to  make  a  deep  impression.  They  can  then  reflect  on  what  tliey 
have  heard  till  they  fall  asleep. 

"  After  divine  service  on  the  Sabbath,  a  Considerable  portion  of  the 
tine  is  spent  in  'talking  to  the  men  in  their  cells.  In  tnis  business  I 
feel  more  and  more  interested.  I  have  found  no  one  yet,  who  showed 
tay  disrespect,  or  unwillingness  to  hear  what  was  said.  It  is  surprising 
to  see,  somefimci^  how  a  few  minutes^  conversation,  concerning  the 
ionl,  wiO  nalce  die  muscles  of  a  h^y-looking  face  relax,  and  his  eyes 
fit  with  teats.^*  • 

Mr.  BAJCRsrr  expresses  a  deep  and  increasing  interest  in  his  em- 
pkyaeiit,  mjs  his  time  flies  swiftly,  and  he  is  wfllinp  to  remain  ^here^ 
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he  is,  if  it  is  thought  hy  Capt  Lynds,  and  those  who  employ  him,  that 
he  IS  quali&ed  for  the  station. 

With  this  provision  for  instruction,  with  the  discipline  introduced  hy 
Capt  Lynds,  and  with  the  advantages  of  construction  and  location, 
which  this  Prison  possesses,  we  helieve  there  will  he  littie  that  is  evil^ 
and  much  that  is  reformatory  in  the  system. 

9.  Siate  Prism  at  Aubttmj  N,  K — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Auburn,  about  60  rods  north  of  the  main  street,  about  150  rods  west 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  7  miles  south  of  the  Grand  Canal,  and 
77  miles  west  of  Utica.  There  is  a  small  stream  of  water,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Prison,  which  passes  under  the  south  west  comer  of  the 
yard  wall.     The  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy. 

Construction,  We  present  the  ground  view  of  the  yard  wall,  the 
front  building,  the  wings,  and  the  shops,  with  the  explanation. 

Government,  The  officers  are  five  inspectors,  a  keeper,  deputy 
keeper,  clerk,  sixteen  assistant  keepers,  who  are,  also,  master  work- 
men in  the  shops,  five  guards,  a  gate  keeper,  physician,  and  chaplain. 

Tlie  appointjnent  of  the  hispectors  is  by  the  governor  and  senate  ;  of 
the  other  officers  by  the  inspectors. 

The  inspectors  receive  no  compensation. 

The  salary  of  the  officers  is  as  follows  :  the  keeper  $  1000 ;  deputy 
keeper,  $  600  ;  clerk,  $  550  ;  assistant  keepers,  $  450  ;  physiciati, 
$500;  sergeant  of  the  guard,  $300;  others  of  Uie  guard,  $216; 
gate  keeper,  $216  ;  chaplain,  by  the  State,  $200. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  are  minutely  stated,  in  the  ^^  Brief  Account 
of  the  Prison  by  Mr.  Powers."  The  limits  of  this  Report  will  not 
permit  us  to  copy  the  statement.  The  pamphlet  contains  much  valua- 
ble information  concerning  the  Prison.  The  following  extract  from  it 
will  show  the  character  of  many  important  regulations  adopted,  in  this 
Prison,  for  the  government  of  officers  and  prisoners. 

'^  No  spirituous  liquors  are  ever  used  by  any  officer  in  or  about  the 
Prison,  nor  allowed  to  be  taken  to  the  guard  house,  or  used  by  the 
guard,  when  on  duty* 

'^  Nor  is  the  practice  now  permitted  for  an  officer,  when  he  is  first 
appointed,  or  resigns,  to  invite  the  other  officers  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drmking,  or  treating,  as  it  is  called. 

'^  All  the  turnkeys  are  required  to  attend  divine  service  at  the  Prison, 
except  one  in  the  north  wing  and  one  in  the  kitchen. 

"  A  uniform  gravity  and  dignity  of  deportment  are.alwfi^B  to  he  ob- 
served by  the  officers,  in  the  presence  of  convicts,  calculated  to  inspire 
them  wi^  respect  and  confidence,  and  not  to  indulge,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, in  levity,  passion,  or  petulance. 

'^  And  in  their  intercourse,  at  all  times,  the  officers  are  jto  treat  each 
other  with  that  mutual  respect  and  kindness  that  become  gentlemeft 
and  friends,  and  to  cultivate  an  ardent  zeal  to  promote  4he  best  inte- 
rests, and  advance  the  reputalion  of  the  Institution,  in,  the  credit  of 
which  they  must^  of  course,  be  common  sharers. 

''  They  thus  avoid  collisibti,  jealousies,  envies,  separate  and  party 
views  and  interests,  and  combine  their  united  talents^and  exertions  for 
the  promotion  of  the  public  good  and  the  advancement  of  their  own 
reputation.  ^ 


TIk  cxternil  will.  80  f«et  hl^h,  enehMC)  ■  yird  BOO  b«t  niuira.  The  (rent 
hddkifc  b  Sre  fef t  loo)(,  sod  4G  led  derp  ;  Ibd  wingi  are  243  by  46  bet ;  a,  ia  tb« 
hu  f:Me  ;  A,  front  yard,  about  60  f«et  aqiiarei  C,  bill  of  tbo  kacpar*!  hoam, 
itidt  B  *i>t;  feet  wmIb.  kikI  proiectt  about  2S  fa«(  ia  (roat  of  ibe  mdo  bulldiuj 
K,  keeper's  office  ;  U.  clerk's  ofiice  ;  E,  F,  More  roairii ;  O,  guinl  roam  ;  H,  H, 
■a  anNiBd  tbe  cells  in  the  nonh  wiriE,  II  feet  wide  ;  I,  I,  cella,  T  feet  ItMg.  S  1-1 
•Ue,  aul  T  feet  high ;  J,  J,  lerfre  nwini  la  the  nulb  wIbe,  built  oa  tbe  eld  plan 
fc-Wgfci  iqa»i,  but  not  oMd ;  E,  K,  hall  la  the  nuth  wfag;  >,  Mtnooe  to  tba 
^wr  ywdftnatlM  Priaoa;  L,  W,  Inoer  yvd  ;  M,  lumber  yird,  S24  (Mtbj  111; 
I,  r,  eelM  of  lumber  yird  ;  N,  Cooper'i  yard,  12S  feet  by  110 ;  O,  P,  Q,  S,  T, 
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yaC  aad  atMut  16  feet  on  the  external  witi.  The  ride  of  (ha  ibini  oq  ibe  yard, 
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iM  —fciwhMi  liD*  of  7  by  ft  or  B  by  10  Elui.  Tbe  M«h  1*  one  glaM  in  height  lod 
I  aftHaca  ia  lencth.  X,  X,  paol<  of  rreah  water,  tiacd  aotneUmra  far  Mnlni,  8 
Ite  fc*!>.  one  18  laet  la  dlanHMer,  and  tbe  MbM-  IS  I-l  by  4S  bet;  R,«Mki  T. 
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ftafa  UOJte  M  M  ^M  ML 
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"Almost  every  movement  in  this  Institution  is  directed  by  system 
and  order,  and  tends  to  seriousness  and  humility. 

"The  conyi<&  sUently  march  to  and  from  their  ^st,  meals,  and  la- 
bor, at  precise  times,  moving  in  separate  corps,  in  sihgle  file,  with  a 
slow  lock-step,  erect  posture,  keepmg  exact  time,  with  their  faces  in- 
dined  towards  their  keepers,  that  they  may  detect  conversation. 

"  The  same  silence,  solemnity,  and  order,  in  a  good  degree,  pervade 
ererj  business  and  department 

"The  keepers  prevent  talking,  and  the  diversion  of  looking  at  spec- 
tators, by  keeping  their  eyes  constantly  on  the  convicts  under  tneir 
charge,  and  are  usually  walking  back  and  forth  through  their  shops,  as 
well  for  this  purpose,  as  to  keep  the  convicts  industriously  employed. 

"Their  stillness  and  order  at  meals  and  in  the  chapel  are  truly  im- 
pressive ;  and  during  the  night  their  lodging  department  of  solitary 
and  silent  cells  b  one  of  peculiar  solemnity  and  gloom.  Nor  can  any 
one  visit  the  Sunday  school,  opened  and  closed  by  prayer,  where  a 
hundred  young  convicts  are  taught,  for  the  first  time,  the  rudiments  of 
ieaming  and  religion,  without  having  his  feelings  deeply  afiected." 

The  character  of  the  assistant  keepers  at  Auburn  is  given  by  Messrs. 
TiBBETs  and  Hopkins  in  the  following  language  :  ''  Excepting  t^vo, 
thej  are  American  brm ;  generally  mechanics,  and  are  men  of  such 
education,  intelligence,  and  morals,  as  may  be  found  among  the  more 
decent  and  respectable  of  our  American  farmers  and  mechanics.  This 
b  a  character,  which  cannot  be  understood  in  other  countries,  where 
men  of  refinement  will  connect  the  idea  of  ignorance  and  servility 
with  labor ;  and  of  all  that  is  gross  and  contemptible,  with  the  name 
of  a  turnkey.  But  an  American  legislature  will  understand  what  we 
JBean,  by  the  general  cast  of  character  here  referred  to.  Individually, 
thef  dilTer  from  each  other,  as  might  be  expected ;  but,  generally,  we 
have  found  them  fair  minded  men,  intelligent,  well  informed,  accord- 
jog  to  their  station ;  testifying  with  frankness  and  candor ;  temperate 
in  their  notions  of  government ;  and  capable  of  affording  both  useful 
information  and  valuable  suggestions." 

Prwrnen.  The  average  number  the  last  year  was  433.  The  num- 
ber remaining  in  Prison  at  ^e  close  of  the  year  was  427 ;  of  whom 
^  were  colored,  and  8  females.  The  number  received  last  year  was 
133. 

Hie  enmes  of  the  whole  number  were,  grand  larceny,  214  ;  coun- 
terfeit money,  50  ;  forgery,  39 ;  petit  larceny,  29 ;  burglary,  17  ;  as- 
nnlt  to  commit  n^,  15 ;  perjury,  13 ;  breaking  jail,  9 ;  arson  and 
Banslaughter,  8  each ;  murder  and  assault  to  murder,  6  each ;  bigamy, 
4;  rape  and  swindling,  3  each  ;  poisoning,  2 ;  sodomy,  1. 

Their  natwUif  was,  New  York,  193 ;  Connecticut,  33 ;  IMassachu- 
Ktts,  33 ;  Pennsylvania,  17 ;  New  Jersey,  15 ;  Vermont,  14  ;  Rhode 
Wand,  14 ;  New  Hampshire,  10 ;  Maine,  5 ;  Maryland,  4 ;  Virginia, 
Sooth  Carolina,  and  Kentucky,  2  each ;  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  9 ; 
^neign  countries,  74, 

The  healih  of  the  convicts  the  last  year  is  indicated  by  the  average 
nmnber  in  the  hospital,  viz.  four  and  a  fraction,  and  the  number  of 
deaths,  vi2.  seven,  which  is  less  than  two  per  cent 

The  tame  valuable  experiment  on  temperance  has  been  made  in  this, 
•»  m  other  Prisons.     Mr.  Powers,  the  keeper,  says,  "  The  convicts 
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liere^  are  strictly  prohibited  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  and  tobacco,  except 
tfs  medicine  :  and,  contrary  to  a  very  common^  but  fallaeious  notion, 
that  the  confirmed  drunkard  cannot  break  off,  at  once,  from  the  use  of 
sjpirits,  without  danger  to  his  health,  it  has  been  found,  invariably, 
that  the  most  besotted  drunkards  have  never  suffered  in  their  health 
from  that  cause,  but  almost  as  uniformly,  their  health  hais  been  im* 
proved.  They  appear  to  be  very  uneasy,  and  somewhat  lost^  for  a 
few  days,  and  witli  rather  poor  appetites ;  after  which  they  eat  heartily, 
and  improve  in  health  and  appearance." 

The  vices  in  this  Prison,  so  far  as  we  have  ever  been  able  to  learn, 
are  comparatively  few.  We  have  heard  of  no  good  or  bad  money  in 
circulation  among  the  prisoners :  no  false  coin,  or  false  keys,  if  we 
except  one  piece  of  wood  in  the  form  of  a  key ;  no  dies  or  materials 
to  alter  bills ;  no  cards  or  spirituous  liquors ;  no  bribing  assistant  keep-* 
ers,  for  the*  prisoners  have  nothing  to  bribe  with ;  no  unnatural  crime. 
The  evils  in  this  Prison  are  a  few  cases  of  unjustifiable  severity  in 
punishment,  and  the  aimual  expense  of  $  10,000  for  its  support 

In  regard  to  the  former,  the  Legislature  appointed  a  committee  eon«> 
sisting  of  Messrs.  Tib  bets,  Hopkins,  and  Allen,  to  proceed  to  Au- 
burn, and  examine  the  matter  thoroughly.  Their  result,  afler  spending 
several  weeks,  and  examining  about  eighty  witne<wes,  is  in  the  follow* 
ing  idnguage  :  ^'  The  sum  of  the  whole  is,  that  in  a  little  more  than 
four  years,  under  Mr.  Lynds'  agency,  six  cases  of  punishment  Ivakh 
appeared  to  deserve  particular  attention  ;  of  which  we  have  reported 
one  as  an  accident ;  one  as  uncertain,  fnmi  defect  of  testimony ;  one 
as  harsh,  but  excusable  from  very  peculiar  eircumstanees ;  and  two  as 
abuses,  in  a  merely  formal  and  legal,  but  not  in  a  moral  sense,  and  not 
as  being  undeserved  or  unusually  severe  ]  and  one  as  entirely  justifia- 
ble. 

^  In  about  nine  months,  during  whidi  Mr.  Ooodbll  wils  agent,  we 
find  twenty-one  cases  of  punishment  of  a  character  to  deserve  investi* 
gation;  01  which  four  do  not  appear  to  have  been  severe.  About 
fourteen  %vere  cases  of  severe  punishment  If  the  whole  list  staled  byr 
Dr.  TuTTLE  be  admitted,  the  number  will  be  raised  to  about  nineteen  ; 
and,  if  the  repeated  punishments  inilicted  on  such  men  as  Mattison  and 
Holmes  be  included,  the  number  will  be  much  greater,  but  cannot 
be  stated  with  exactness.  But,  stating  the  number  of  severe  puniah<> 
ments  at  fourteen,  we  have  reported  eight  of  them,  and  the  aforesaid 
four  others,  making  twelve  in  all,  to  be  abuses,  either  in  a  legal  or 
moral  sense. 

"  Of  the  whole  number  we  consider  eight  cases  as  justifiable  and 
proper ;  and  four  cases  as  actually  abusive  and  unjustifiable.'' 

In  regard  to  the  annual  expense,  the  inspectors  express  the  opiiMon 
that  the  Prison  will  not  be  able  to  support  itself.  Tne  average  eam^ 
lags  of  the  pris(HieTs  are,  for  the  State  16^  cents  per  day.  The  whole 
average  expense  of  their  support  is,  for  eadi  23  cents  per  day. 

The  reformcUiny  character  of  this  Prison  is  seen  in  tne  following  list 
of  reformed  convicts  who  have  been  discharged.  The  initials  only  of 
the  names  are  given  \  their  residence,  the  tinfe  of  their  discharge,  aud 
their  character  since.  This  information  was  obtained  within  the  last 
year,  from  sherifis  and  postmasters  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and 
is  exhibited  at  length  in  the  form  of  extracts  from  letters,  in  the  last 
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Bcpmt  of  the  Inq>ector8  to  the  Legisianire.  AH  the  information  re- 
ceived conceniing  dischai^ged  convicts,  before  the  Report  was  printed, 
rdated  to  teoeniy^nine  ;  of  whom  fifiy-two  sustained  the  character  here 
given* 

Orvm,  Timeo/Mtdiargt 

Grand  Larceny.     April,  18S|6. 


P.W, 
E.JL 

au 

A.  p. 

D.L. 
-& 
J.W.BL 

£.aD. 

W,8. 
E.  W. 
L.R. 
E.P. 
A.  P. 
J.SL 
J.  P. 
J.  S. 
A  B 
i.P. 
A.  W. 
AT.L 

La 

CF. 
A  p. 
E.E. 
A  P. 
E.a  D. 
IB, 
G.  O.  BL 

a  H. 
aw.  a 

B.  d.bl 

LP. 

K.D. 

LJ. 

air.  a. 

T.  H, 
D.  T. 

x& 

J.F. 

au 

J.  B. 

D.  a 

ELB. 
J  IL 

as. 

JO. 


Anbon. 
Omin. 


Jaoiiu. 
Jmuoa. 
RonnJus. 
Owaieo. 


CorUaiMlOou 
Bompey 


Parina. 
Ptaijr. 
Prdk 
BaiBvia. 


Cambridge. 
Cambricfge. 
Gambridte. 


8afcktm  Hxahot, 
SadEatts  Haiiior. 
Sacketts  Harbor. 
SaekeUt  HaHxx. 
Sackeua  Haiiior. 
Sttcketu  Hart)or. 
Caugfanawaira. 
FWua. 
FabhH. 


'ISenaan  Flail. 


Breaking  Jail. 
Foqgm. 
Grand  Larcoiy. 
Grand  Larceny. 

CouQterleit 

Grand  Larceny. 

Foi^pery. 

Ckmspiracy. 

GraiKl  Larceny. 

Counterfeit. 

Connierteit 

Maiislauig:hier., 

AMauJu 

Aisault 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Counterfeit 

For]gery. 

Couiiierteit. 

FoiYery. 

Miademeanor. 

Maadanghter. 

Atiempt  to  kill. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Larceny. 

Amn. 

For^iery. 

Pcijury. 

Forgery.^ 

CoujiterfeiL 

CounieHeit. 

CouiiterleiL 


Aug.  1826. 
April,  1825. 
Feb.  1825. 
April,  1818. 


Feb. 

April, 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Aoril, 

IMiar. 

April, 

Jan. 

June, 

May, 

Feb. 

Aog. 

April, 

Feb. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

April, 


1826. 
1824. 
1826. 
1823. 
1825. 
1824. 
1824. 
1826. 
1826: 
1822. 
1824. 
1822. 
1824. 
1826. 
1820. 
1821. 
1823. 
1823. 
1824. 


Lyons. 

SttpbeatowB. 

TyroMe. 

Gwray. 

Gahvay. 

ITriiM. 

Miflbrd. 

Pembroke. 


Fariaty. 
Grandl 


Clicater.  . 

Cbesler. 

Pompey. 

LebanoB. 


Grand  Larceny. 
Forgery 
Grand  Larceny. 
Grand  Larceny. 
Forgery. 
Pegury. 
Grand  f^aroeny. 
Grand  Laroaay. 
Counterfeit. 
Cbunterfeit. 
Perjury. 
Foigoy.  ^ 
Counterfeit. 


Aug.  1826. 
Aug.  1826. 
Sept.  1821. 
July,  1821. 
Dec  1825. 
July,  1826. 
Sept.  1^19. 
Feb.  1824. 
Mar.  1825. 
Dec.  1830. 
April,  1826. 
Feb.  1824. 
Dec.  1824. 
Avg.  1825. 
Sept.  1825. 
June,  1825. 
Jan.  1822. 
May,  1825. 
May,  1823. 
Sept.  1823. 
June,  1824. 
June,  1826. 


Chancier ' 

Remarkably  good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Good,  and  well  esteemed 
Hone^  and  iudusitrious. 
Respectable  fanner. 
Supporta  bialamily. 
Exemplaiy. 
Steady  axid  industriou. 
Steady  and  industriooa. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Steady  and  induiitrioua. 
Upright  and  honest 
A  man  and  a  Cliristiaa. 
Altogether  reformed. 
IndusArious  and  respectable. 
Notfainr  improper. 
Saves  his  eannngs. 
Much  reformed. 
Remarkably  industriooi. 
Conduct  exemplary. 
Conduct  exemplary. 
SappcHls  his  family. 
Materially  hnproved. 
Sober  and  discreet 
Industrious  and  temperate. 
Industrious  and  temperaieu 
Industrious  and  teropenite. 
Penitent  and  bumble. 
Penilent  and  decent 
Manifest  reformation. 
Unsmpicious. 
Gaining  friends. 
Very  imlastrious. 
Very  eood  citizen. 
SteafQ*  and  iudustrioos. 
Ahered  for  the  better. 
Better  tbap  before. 
Bad  habits)  cured. 
Regular  in  his  habita. 
At*  itivo  to  business. 
Prudent. 
Much  reformed. 
Regular  in  alt  r< 
Much  improved. 
Much  improved. 
Much  improved. 
\ttry  correct,  steady. 
Conducts  with  propriety 
Industrious. 


The  whole  number  of  recommitments  is  19,  or  less  than  one  to 
twentj. 

Concerning  fte  wttruetion  afforded  to  convicts  in  this  Institution,  we 
oftlj  add  (in  connenon  with  its  reformatory  character,  and  in  addltfon 
to  what  has  already  been  said)  the  latest  testimony  of  the  inspectors 
^  this  subject  In  their  last  Report  to  the  Legislature,  they  aay, 
"tile  Prison  Sunday  School  is  in  a  flourishing  state.  It  now  consists 
of  100  scholars,  with  a  competent  teacher  from  our  Theolo^cal  Semi- 
Btry,  to  eaoh  class  of  from  five  to  six  individuals,  under  the  general 
siqKrintelidence  of  a  resident  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis  ;  and  all 
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under  the  constant  inspection  and  rigid  discipline  of  two  vigilant  offi- 
cers ,of  the  Prison.  A  considerable  number  of  the  scholars  are  now 
learning  writing  and  arithmetic.  In  this  department,  and  in  ^aU  other 
respects  J  the  unwearied  exertions  and  the  able  and  faithful  services  of 
Mr.  Curtis  greatly  aid  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Institution." 
From  the  circumstance,  that,  until  the  last  fifteen  months,  there  has 
never  been  a  resident  chaplain  at  this  Prison,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
barely  to  state,  in  this  place,  that  Mr.  Curtis  came  here  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  missionary,  in  the  employ  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Disci- 
pline Society,  and  receives  his  compensation  principally  from  said 
society. 

10.  State  Prison  in  New  Jersey. — Locaiion.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Lamberton,  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Delaware  river,  1  j^  miles 
south  of  Trenton,  and  29  miles  N.  E.  of  Philadelphia. 

Construction,  It  is  not  favorable  to  economy,  security,  inspection, 
or  labor.  The  expense,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  convicts,  is 
great ;  the  escapes  are  numerous ;  the  inspection  very  little ;  the  labor 
unproductive.  These  evils  arise  in  part  froni  the  construction.  It  is, 
therefore,  unnecessary  to  describe  it  more  particularly. 

Ctovemment,  The  officers  are,  five  inspectors,  a  warden,  clerk,  de- 
puty keeper,  three  assistant  keepers,  and  a  physician. 

The  inspectors  receive  $  1  50  per  day  for  the  time  devoted ;  war- 
den, $  800 ;  clerk,  $  500 ;  deputy  keeper,  $  450 ;  assistant  keepers, 
$  400,  annually.  The  total  amount  of  salaries,  besides  the  sum  paid 
to  the  inspectors,  is  $  3,025. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  in  Prison,  in  April,  1827,  was  67 ; 
of  whom  34  were  whites,  and  33  colored ;  65  men,  and  2  women ;  58 
at  hard  labor,  and  9  in  solitary. 

The  crimes  of  those  in  Prison,  in  October,  1826,  were,  larceny,  21 ; 
burglary,  8;  burning,  6;  misdemeanor,  11;  counteifeit  money,  5; 
assault  and  battery,  5 ;  horse  stealing,  2  ;  manslaughter,  and  attempt 
to  commit  rape,  2  ;  bigamy,  robbery,  and  forseiy,  1  each. 

The  sentences  of  the  same  persons  were,  for  20  years,  five  ;  for  10 
years,  five;  for  11,  12,  and  15  years,  one  each;  for  7  and  8  years, 
two  each ;  for  6  years,,  three ;  for  4  years,  seven ;  for  5  years,  three ; 
for  3  and  2  years,  nine  each ;  for  other  and  shorter  periods,  fourteen. 

Their  employmenty  not  including  sixteen  in  solitary  cells,  extended 
to  thirteen  different  kinds  of  business. 

The  expense  of  supporting  sixty-five  prisoners  for  the  year  ending 
October  1,  1826,  was  $  3,873  77 ;  besides  the  compensation  of  the 
inspectors. 

The  rerommitmeias  out  of  the  same  number  were  13  for  second  o^ 
fence,  and  1  for  third. 

The  etcc^ef  since  December  9,  1819,  have  been  26. 

The  proportion  of  colored  convicts  almost  one  half. 

The  emU^  as  may  be  seen  ^vithout  repetition,  are  numerous. 

11.  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — This  Prison  is  located  on 
Walnut  street,  and  is  constructed  like  the  old  Prisons  generally ;  but, 
since  it  is  to  be  abandoned  as  soon  as  the  new  Prison  and  the  Refuge 
for  Juvenile  Delinquents  are  completed,  it  is  not  necessary  to  describe 
more  particularly  the  location  and  construction. 
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The  exiemil  wall,  30  feet  high,  encloMs  t  yani  650  fact  tqiurej  E,  e 
talMilh  (D  trch  Mcured  by  two  guet,  under  the  c«nire  o[  (he  from  buiiuing, 
nbjch  forma  a  part  of  Ihe  aouth  wall ;  A.  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G.  R,  !,  J,  apartment* 
in  thi«  buiUling,  u»ed  by  the  ajoveinmcDl  ol  llie  Prion  tor  poblio  oflcea  £  aod  bl 
the  keeper  and  hi»  fitmily  be  a  dwelllnj;  houte  j  Ihs  Hnpitil  vnd  apiidMcaay  • 
akop  iIm).  are  in  th<<  baililing  ;  Z,  V,  yirdi  for  the  accammadalion  of  (he  kecycr'a 
Citiily  and  Ihe  HoapHil ;  X.  X,  p*Hiee  frani  (he  arrti  id  the  inieiior  yard* ;  1,  S, 
8,  S.  a,  1.  iBtoca  betwaen  tlw  blodi*  of  eella,  anil  batwaeB  the  block*  of  e«lli  and 
the  externa]  wall.  Tha  obaartalory  I*  in  lb*  eeatra  ;  T.  1,  T,  tn  the  imtitKoa  %•- 
tweeo  the  cell*,  extending  from  (he  obMrvatory  towanla  (he  extemal  irall;!,  t, 
■TO  Ihe  cell*  IS  (ige(  long  and  S  feet  wide ;  J,  j.  are  the  •■ereUIng  yai^.  Tbara 
■  •taweT  aluehcarMr  «riha  yard,  and  »Ter  Ibe-eentre  of  (be  fraai  building. 
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The  goc^mment  la  vested  iu  a  large  board  of  inspectors,  and  a  small 
numbor  of  keepers,  who  so  manage,  that  it  has  been  often  said,  by 
those  intimately  acquainted  with  the  establishment,  that  "  the  prisoners 
ketp  the  Prison.'*''  It  has  been,  to  a  great  extent,  a  system  of  compro- 
maey  vst  Mrbich  the  greatest  villains  among  th'a  prisoners  have  been 
MKDetiiiies  elevated  to  places  of  distinction,  on  condition  that  they 
would  behave  well  in  Prison. 

Hie  nunoiber  of  prisoners  has  varied  for  several  years  from  five  to  six 
kdndfed.  Of  these  nearly  four  liundred  have  been  confined  at  night 
m  axteen  rooms.  They  have*  been  collected  in  great  numbers  from 
iB  parts  of  the  world,  and  particularly  from  other  Prisons.  The  assist- 
ttt  clerk  stated  that,  of  tliose  in  Prison  in  December,  1824,  two  hun- 
dred had  been  in  other  Prisons.  The  recommitments  have  been  about 
1  to  3-  Tlie  deaths,  for  several  years,  6  per  cent  The  expense  of 
sipporting  the  establishment  about  $30,000  annually.  The  vices, 
voutlerable  abominations.  The  inlluencc  upon  society  never  yet 
known  ;  but  inferred  from  the  frequent  burnings  and  highway  robbe- 
ries in  Philadelphia  and  the  vicinity,  and  tlie  numerous  convicts  in 
otiieff  Prisons,  throughout  tlie  United  States,  from  the  old  county  Pri- 
son on  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia. 

t2m  New  t^ale  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — Location,  This  Prison  is 
kealed  on  elevated  ground,  about  2j-  miles  N.  W.  of  the  city,  and 
AoqI  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Schuylkill  river. 

Cbrnfradion.  The  yard  wall,  which  is  built  of  stone,  30  feet  high, 
nearly  twelve  acres.  The  building  for  the  keeper's  house, 
ttie  offices  of  the  Prison  government,  makes  a  part  of  the  south 
\f  on  each  side  of  the  centre.  The  magnificence  of  this  part  of  the 
Fkivon  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  yard  wail  cost  about 
^900,000.  On  the  centre  of  the  yard  is  erected  the  observatory,  and 
op  seven  lines,  diverging  from  the  observatory  towards  the  wsJl,  the 
faloeks  of  cells.  The  cells  ore  arranged  in  two  rows,  in  jseven  one 
story  buildings,  on  opposite  »des  of  seven  passages,  extending  from 
the  observatory  towards  the  Wall  to  the  ends  of  the  blocks  of  cells. 
Connected  with  eacH  cell,  on  the  outside^  is  an  exercising  yard.  The 
entrance  to  the  cell  is  through  the  exercising  yard.  The  place  of  oli^ 
sesration  for  the  keeper<  over  the  prisoner,  is  through  a  small  orifice 
opening  from  Ae  cell  into  the  passage,  wbieh  may  be  closed  at  plea- 
sure hy  the  keeper,  and  which  is  intended  to  be  kept  generally  shut 
The  only  mode  of  seeing  the  prisoner  while  confined  in  his  cell,  if  the 
doors  are  shot,  is  through  this  orifice.  When  he  is  let  out  of  his  cell 
inlD  die  exercising^  yard,  be  may  be  seen  eithet  by  opening  the  door 
of  the  exercising  yard,  or  by  .walking  oq  the  top  of  the  wall  over  the 
exercising  yard."  !lj*he  wad  of  the  exercising  yard  is,  so  hig^,  that  he 
cannot  be  seen  from  the  principal  observatory,  in  the  centre  of  the 
krge  yard^  nidess^  Al^  obsi^rvatory  is  raised  to  a  height  far  above  that 
contemplated  in  the  original  plan.  The  entrance  to  the  cell,  from  the 
exercising  yard,  is  secured  by  double  doors,  one  on  each  surface  of 
die  wall ;  the  inner  door  of  grated  iron,  and  the  outer  door  of  plank. 
Tlie  orifice  between  the  cell  and  the  passage,  which  is  large  enough 
to  admit  the  face  of  a  man,  is  secured  by  douole  doors  of  plank.  For 
ventilation,  there  are  several  holes,  about  three  inches  in  diametei^ 
~       the  Hoot  of  the  cell,  passing  threngh  the  wall  into  the  exercisin( 
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yard ;  and  several  small  angular  fhies  passing  off  through  Ae  wall, 
oetween  the  cell  and  the  passage,  about  10  feet  above  the  floor.  The 
mode  of  heating,  now  proposed,  is  by  admitting  warm  air  into  each 
eel  «^  through  a  small  oridce  opening  into  an  air  chamber,  which  is  to 
extend  the  whole  length  of  each  passage  beneath  the  floor.  Wliether 
the  ventilators  into  the  exeh^ising  yards,  and  the  orifices  into  the  air 
chamber,  will  not  open  a  communication  between  the  prisoners  id  dif- 
ferent cells,  can  only  be  told  by  experiment  If  it  should  be  so,  there 
would  be  no  way  to  prevent  communication,  except  by  altering  tht; 
construction,  unless  a  keeper  could  be  placed  in  each  air  chamber  aad 
in  each  exercising  yard*  It  would  re()uire  more  keepers  than  prison- 
ers, to  prevent  communication  in  this  way.  Whether  it  is  piiaeticabte 
so  to  construct  two  cells,  or  apartments  adjoining  each  other^  Ijhst  there 
cannot  possibly  be  any  communication  between  two  persons  confined 
in  them,  while  they  are  furnished  with  sufficiently  free  ventilatioD,  is 
a  point  never  yet  so  tested  by  experience,  within  our  knowledge, 
either  in  Prisons  or  Lunatic  Asylums,  as  to  prove  the  possibility  oT 
such  a  thing.  It  is  not  done  at  the  Lunatic  Asyhim  in  Chaiiestowt, 
and  it  was  not  done  at  the  new  Prison  in  Piiiladetpfaia,  ia  Afnil)  18^7; 
for  the  cells  were  not  completed.  If  it  could  be  done,  Ihe  questioo 
deserves  con^deration,  whether  it  ought  to  be  done ;  for  the  case  not 
unfrequently  occurs,  in  a  large  Prison,  in  which  a  prisoner  is  takm 
violetitly  sick.  Now,  if  they  are  confined  in  cellS)  from  which  it  is 
impossible  for  any  one  of  them  to  be  heard,  even  by  the  person  ia  the 
adjoining  room,  how  shall  the  keeper  know  that  the  prisoner  demis^ 
attention  ?  It  is  true,  that  there  might  be  pipes  extending  from  eicn 
cell  to  the  keeper^s  apartment :  so  that  the  keeper  would  know  if  th« 
prisoner  was  in  distress ;  but  no  such  thing  is  proposed.  The  senti- 
nel in  the  passage  would  hear  the  noise  of  the  pnsooer,  if  the  doors 
were  kept  open ;  but  it  is  proposed  to  keep  them  shut,  to  prevent  the 
prisoners  from  seeing  each  other,  and  hearing  each  other,  across  A« 
passage ;  so  that  the  sentinel  would  only  know  the  condition  of  ttc 
prisoneri  when  he  opened  the  door  to  look  in  trpon  him.  The  s^ 
nel  being  placed  in  the  air  chamber,  or  in  the  exercising  yard,  mip>J 
probably  near  the  prisoner ;  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  ke^  •  sentiaa 
m  either  of  these  places.  As  ^e  Prison  is  constructed  it  w^  h^ 
£fficult  to  know  when  the  prisoner  is  in  distress. 

And  while  the  sentinel  could  notliear  the  prisoner,  Ac  prtfonep 
would  have  a  better  opportunity  to  hear  each  otb«r.  The  ««itinelja 
the  passage  could  not  near  the  convetsation  of  the  prisoned  ^^^ 
the  air  chamber,  because  the  sound  would  pass  under  the  floor  of  ta^ 
passage.  And  when  the  nrisoners  are  let  out  of  tlie  cells  into  the  ex- 
ercising yards,  the  sentinel  in  the  passage  could  not  prevent  their  con- 
versing with  each  other  over  the  walls.  Nor  is  it  perceived  how  cjm- 
versation  over  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  can  be  prevented,  u  * 
considerable  number  are  let  out  of  the  cells  into  the  yards  at  once. 
If  they  should  all  be  let  out  at  the  same  time,  it  would  r«qu««* 
keeper,  probably,  to  every  five  yards,  to  prevent  conversatioiu  ^^ 
even  with  this  number  of  keepers,  which  would  be  fifty,  t^^X  ^^\ 

i_i J>»- Ji!„a X .__   ?_    *.  .»    _Jl— *.iniranOn» 


labor  under  many  disadvantages  in  preventing  evil  cooununicaho 
ilie  tops  of  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  are  not  fr^^foaed  tor  v» 
keepers  to  walk  on  them,  and  the  passages  betweeoi  ihe  cella  aie 
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lepinlU  from.A^  exereking  yards,  that  the  keepers,  being  in  the 
^ftssageiy  could  not  ewlj  prevent  evil  communication,  while  the  prir 
toaers  wens  in  tke  exercisiag  yards.  ,The  keejpers,  therefore,  would 
prebabiy  lake  thek  station  either  in  the  exercising  yards,  or  ou  the 
oiifeudt  of  the  Will,  while  tbe  prisoners  were  in  the  exercising  yards. 
if  tbeyahoulddothiti  &eir  Baeans  of  preventing  conversation  would 
Mt  b&good  II  to  Avoid  this  trouble  only  a  few  prisoners  should  be 
let  oa^  at  Ait<  aame  time,  into  tbe  exercising  yards,  and  these  should 
k  in  yttda  aepwatedirpm. each. other,  it  would  require  a  great  deal  of 
ine,  Irom^a  nnmbi^  «{  k^^ersy  to  let  tjbem  all  out  of  their  cells  daily. 
if  it  is  not  done  as  ofteiii  a^  this,  the  q;uestion  would  arise,  whether  it 
«  aftimM  to  build  two  hundred  and  fifty  exercising  yards,  for  t\^o 
kvMM  and' fiAy  piia«Mia»« 

It  has  been  u^ged  iik  favjorof  thi«  plan  of  building,  that  it  gives  great 
fKililKs  for  inapectlMi ;  oet  gr^t  that  the  ktaeper  in  th6  observatory  in 
Ik  eenlie^of  tke  latge  yard^  u  well  as  th»e  Uppers  in  the  lofty  towers 
«n  the  cstomal  wall^  maj  overlook  the  whole  establishment  It  is 
trie  thai  they  ean  aee,  fro^i  these  points  of  observation,  the  roofs  of 
Ae  edb,  asi  lht.l(i|)&  of.  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards,  but  it  is 
dsotme^ibat  thiay  eauiiot  see  the  prisoners,  when  they  are  in  their 
cells;  iMt'while  they  are  in  their  fxe^iog  yards,  unless  the  prispn- 
cischooaeftoBhow  themselves.  From  the  tower  in  the  centre  of  the 
tmih  wall, .which  ia  one  of  the.  most  loftv,  the  eye  can  see  no  farther 
Bto  the  «xiaroiang' yard  of  the  neifre^t  cell,  th&n  the  top  of  the  door 
Wtwecn  tlfee  exeitiauic  7^  ^  ^^  cell*  The  plan  of  building, 
iWifepi,  does  ast  afibni  great  facilities  for  inspection ;  but,  on  the 
ttitniry,  iiiik«a  in^iietiim  veiy  difficult  and  expensive,  both  in  regard 
toiimeandlalMin 

There  IB  a  peenliarity  ia  the  construction  not  yet  mentioned.  Each 
ttUisa^water  dMat  Fiaii\  what  majr  he  seen  of  similar  places  in 
k^Mi,  pnaoiM^  iSLdateam  boats^  w^  are  t^prehensive  that  this  part 
^  tke  deosn  w3l  faU.  It  ,i|riU  ^e  very  expensive  in  the  construction, 
taApvabablj  will  »^  an^wrier  a  gopd  pmppse.  It  is  proposed  to  ac- 
QBimiik/tke  objeot  by.Qist  iron  pipes,  extending  under  the  whole 
wfiskaMd,  and  eommnniffafa^g.with  every  cell.  These  pipes  are 
tobafin^Boady^^Uled.wijth  pqre  water,  which  mavbe  drawn  off,  in 
^  eipectation  that-the  filth  wiU  be  removed  in  tne  current  Apart- 
*C9fei  haaft  ofUn  .Wen  viait^j  in  which  similar  designs  have  been 
adopted  for  the  aoeotnplishment  of  the  same  object j  but  the  object 
1^  nolfnnedrf  The  w  could  with  the  greatest  difnculty  be  inhaled 
^  ijmton  who  eavka  trom  the  fresh  air.  It  wouM  be  well  to  know, 
^MberHiiapeQdiaiity  in  the  plan  will  answer  the  purpose  in  a  few 
ccQb,  befiife  the  eaqpenae  is  incurred  of  extending  it  to  the  whole  estar 
"MmettL  • 

Tbeorigbal  design  was  so  to  construct  every  part  of  the  buildfi^g, 
^H  akodd  never  be  necessary  to  remove  the  prisoner  from  his  cell 
^  eierblflng  vard^  exc^  in  cases  of  sickness.  There  is,  therefore, 
n>  chapel  for  divine  worship  on  the  Sabbath ;  no  place  for  morning 
*^cTeiii|  prayers  I  ne  place  for  conununicating  instruction  of  any 
^;  and  no  place  for  labor,  except  the  cell  or  the  exercising  jiii. 
TUi  wonU  make  instraction  difficult,  and  labor,  if  it  should  be  mtro- 
d"Bcd,  nnpnadnelm* 
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In  regard  to  infitractiony  twenty  persons  could  not  communicate  as 
much,  in^the  same  time,  to  a  given  number  of  prisoners,  as  one  might 
commtinicate  to  the  same  number,  in  the  same  time,  in  buildings  con- 
structed with  reference  to  this  object  If,  then,  it  is  admitted,  as  it 
has  been  by  one  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  importance  of  instruc- 
tion is  never  to  be  disregarded,  the  difficulty  still  remains,  that  there  is 
no  convenient  place  for  giving  instruction.  If  the  teacher,  whether  a 
director  of  the  institution,  a  benevolent  friend,  or  a  stated  chaplain, 
can  only  approach  the  prisoner  in  his  cell  through  the  exercising  yard, 
or  the  small  orifice  between  the  passage  and  the  cell,  it  will  be  so  la^ 
borious  as  to  render  it  probable  that  very  little  instruction  will  be 
given. 

In  regard  to  labor,  it  is  not  yet  decided  whether  it  shall  be  intro- 
duced or  not  If  it  is  introduced,  what  kind  it  shall  be ;  who  shall 
teach  how  the  work  is  to  be  done,  and  see  that  it  is  done  well ;  or  how 
the  persons,  on  whom  these  duties  devolve,  are  conveniently  to  get  ac- 
cess to  the  prisoners,  are  questions  which  have  had  so  little  considera- 
tion, in  the  construction,  as  to  make  it  probable,  that  the  original  de- 
sign was'  not  to  introduce  labor.  And  if  it  was  now  decided,  Siat  labor 
should  be  introduced,  the  construction  of  some  part  of  the  buildings  in 
the  interior  of  the  yard  would  probably  be  varied  from  the  original 
design. 

Ine  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  establishment,  when  completed, 
on  the  original  design,  is  fiioe  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  when  it 
is  completed,  it  will  accommodate  only  two  hundred  andfifh/  prisoners. 
The  expense  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  for  the  accommodation 
of  one  hundred  and  thkty-skc  prisoners,  was  estimated  at  thirty  (housand 
dollars^  and  three  fourths  of  the  work  has  already  been  done  within 
the  estimate. 

The  objections,  then,  to  this  plan  of  building  are,  the  difficulty  of 
preventing  the  prisoners  from  communicating  with  each  other,  either 
through  the  air  chamber,  or  over  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  \ 
the  impossibili^  of  inspecting  the  conduct  of  die  prisoners  in  die  cells 
or  in  the  exercisbg  yiffds,  eidier  from  the  observatory  in  the  centre  of 
the  large  yard,  or  from  the  towers  on  the  external  wall ;  the  difficulty 
of  the  keepers  knowing  it,  in  cases  of  sudden  sickness  and  distress 
among  the  prisoners ;  the  filthiness  of  making  ev^ry  cell  a  watef  clo> 
set ;  die  difficulty  of  introducing  labor,  and  of  communicating  instme- 
tion,  and  the  expense. 

All  these  objecdons  are  against  the  plan  of  building,  even  if  it  be 
admitted  that  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  is 
good.  If  it  should  be  found  from  experience  in  Philadelphia,  as  it  has 
been  found  by  experience  in  Maine,  and  at  Auburn,  that  the  principle 
is  not  good ;  then  the  plan  of  building  would  be  sdll  more  oDjecdoih> 
able. 

If  we  understand  the  reason  of  the  present  state  of  this  establish- 
ment, it  is  thu :  the  Legislature  appointed  a  committee,  about  eighteen 
months  since,  to  examine  other  Prisons,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing, among  other  things,  whether  the  plan  adopted  in  Philadelphia  is 
good.  This  committee,  consisting  of  Judge  Kino  and  T.  I.  Whartow, 
Esq.,  visited  some  of  the  Prisons  in  New  England  and  New  York, 
and  reported  against  the  new  Prison,  so  far  as  to  prevent  die  '      •  * 


M 1  A.  C,  apulintnls  in  tbe  t 
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twe  from  making  an  appropriation  in  favor  of  it,  at  the  last  session. 
The  progress  of  the  buildings,  therefore,  in  tlie  interior  of  the  yard,  is 
anested,  except  so  fur  as  to  complete  the  number  of  cells,  (about  one 
bondred,)  the  foundation  and  walls  of  which  had  been  already  built 
This  is  a  sufficient  number  to  use,  in  the  first  experiment,  to  try  the 
fODbtraction  and  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night 
If  it  should  be  found,  that  the  construction  and  principle  are  not  good, 
it  would  remain  with  the  Legislature  to  decide  on  what  plan  the  other 
bttiliings  should  be  erected. 

In  view  of  the  whole  matter,  the  following  remarks  may  not  be  un- 
important : 

The  yard  wall  is  the  most  lofty,  extensive,  and  secure,  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  that  at  Pittsburg ;  and,  therefore, 
whatever  the  design  of  building  in  the  interior,  this  remains  good* 

if  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  is  admitted  to 
be  the  only  correct  principle,  the  Philadelphia  plan  of  boilding  is  not 
so  favorable  to  a  successful  application  of  the  principle  as  the  Auburn, 
Massachusetts*  Connecticut,  Sing  Sing,  and  Washington ;  because  it 
is  more  difficult  of  inspection ;  more  di^cult  to  prevent  evil  comorumi- 
cmxiou ;  more  difficult  to  know  when  the  prisoners  are  in  distress ; 
more  unfavorable  to  cleanliness;  more  difficult  to  communicate  in- 
slnsctxon,  and  vastly  more  expensive. 

If  the  principle,  of  solitary^ confinement  day  and  night  should  be 
found  by  experience  in  Philadelphia,  as  it  has  been  found  in  Maine, 
aad  at  Auburn,  not  good  ;  then  the  Philadelphia  plcm  of  building 
mnld  not  answer  the  purpose,  and  the  other  would  be  altogether  con- 
Wfdent  for  the  introduction  of  productive  labor. 

So  much  time  and  expense  are  necessary  in  constructing  the  build* 
iw  on  the  original  plan,  and  comparatively  so  little  on  we  Auburn 
pfc^  and  it  is  so  uncertain  whether  the  first  will  answer  the  purpose, 
cttker  in  principle  or  construction,  that  it  is  not  to  be  lamented  that 
the  Legislature  made  no  appropriation,  at  the  last  session,  for  the 
completion  of  .the  building  on  the  original  plan. 

It  is  now  a  favorable  time,  and  there  is  a  convenient  location  within 
Ae  yard,  to  erect  a  building  speedily,  at  a  moderate  expense,  near  the 
north  wall,  and  parallel  with  it,  containing  as  many  cells  as  m^y  be 
necessary,  on  a  plan  which  will  answer  the  best  purpose,  bn  either,  the 
pri[DC]ple..of  soUiai3[.cpn6nement  day  and  night,  or  solitary  confinement 
at  night 'with  product! ve'labor. 

If  the  Legislature  should  make  provision  for  this  variation  from  the 
original  design,  the  unutterable  abominations,  which  are  known  to 
exist  on  Walnut  street,  and  the  great  annual  expense,  might  be  sooner 
prevented. 

This  is  a  question  deeply  interesting  to  the  whole  community,  and 
>o  personal  gratification,  or  previous  bias,  or  personal  friendship,  ought 
to  prevent  any  man  from  giving  all  the  facts,  in  relation  to  the  case,  a 
candid  consideration,  and  the  results  a  decided,  and  temperate,  and 
open  declaration. 

13.  Siaie  Frism  at  PUUbwrgj  P«m.— This  Prison  is  built  on  the  ge- 
neral plan  of  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  except  that  the  ceUs  anu 
exercising  yards  are  on  the  circumference  of  the  circle.  We  preseift 
oalj  the  groand  view  of  Uie  establishment,  with  the  explanation. 

11  • 
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The  present  state  and  expense  of  the  buildings ;  the  mode  of  govern- 
ment and  discipline  ;  the  number  of  prisoners,  their  crimes,  sentences, 
&c.,  we  are  unable  to  state.  We  only  know  that  a  few  prisoners  have 
been  received. 

14.  Baltimore  Penitenliary, — Location.  This  Prison  is  situated  on 
an  eminence,  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  N.  E.  of  the  centre  of  the 
city.     The  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy. 

Construction,  The  yard  wall,  which  is  twenty  feet  high,  encloses 
about  four  acres.  The  front  building,  and  the  west  wing,  are  com- 
pleted. These  are  built  of  brick,  four  stories  high,  including  the 
basement,  which  is  of  stone.  The  centre  building  fronts  the  south, 
and  contains  apartments  for  the  keeper's  family  and  guard.  The  west 
wing,  which  is  the  Prison,  makes  a  right  angle  with  the  centre  build- 
ing, and  extends  north  156  feet  It  is  36  feet  wide,  and  is  built  on 
the  old  plan,  with  a  spacious  hall  and  large  night  rooms.  The  female 
department  is  confined  to  six  apartments  and  a  part  of  the  hall  in  the 
south  end  of  the  second  story.  The  solitary  cells,  which  ar^  nine  in 
nimiber,  are  in  the  north  end  of  the  third  story.  Further  description 
of  the  building  is  unnecessary,  as  the  governor  has  reeommended  the 
erection  of  a  building  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  to  obviate  the 
evils  arising  Trom  the  construction  of  the  west  ^ing. 

From  the  north  end  of  the  west  wing  to  thd  external  wall  of  the 
larg^  yard  is  erected  a  w^'all  20  feet  high,  and  the  spa6e  soudi  of  this 
wall  is  used  as  a  yard  for  female  convicts.  In  this  yard  is  a  one  storj 
building,  in  which  the  females  labor. 

In  the  yard  for  male  prisoners  is  a  range  of  worksh<^p6,  extendtDsr 
from  east  to  west,  at  the  distance  of  twenty^five  feet  from  the  north 
wall,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  and  twenty-five  wide,  some  twa 
Stories  high,  and  others  but  one.  South  of  this  range,  and  at  right 
a^les  with  it,  are  two  other  shops,  each  two  stories  high.  The  coat 
of  the  whole  establishment  has  been  $  89,600. 

Choemment,  The  ofiicers  are,  twelve  directors,  residing  in  Balti- 
more, appointed  annually  by  the  Executive  Counefl  of  the  State,  who 
receive  no  compensation ;  a  keeper,  sixteen  deputy  keepeia  and  gnard^ 
and  a  book  keqper,  who  receive  collectively  $8,900  annually,  and  a 
physician,  who  receives  about  $  550. 

The  directors  meet  as  a  body,  at  the  Prison,  once  a  months  and  at 
that  time  appoint  two  of  their  number  to  meet  at  die  Prison  every 
wedc. 

The  dbputy  keepers  are  all  prfecdcal  mechanics ;  of  whom  eight 
superintend  the  business  of  the  shops,  and  eight  in  companies  of  four 
are  upon  the  walls  alternately  ad  guard.  At  night,  four  out  of  the  six* 
teen  deputy  keepers  are  on  watch  in  the  halls,  four  are  in  die  guard 
room,  and  eight  with  their  fi^milies.  They  do  the  duties  ,of  tiight 
watch  in  companies  of  four,  alternately. 

Pmomra,  The  whole  number  in  Prison,  in  January,  1)S25,  ^ras 
307,  of  whom  63  were  females,  and  of  the  remaining  245,  ninety-^dkree 
were  colored. '  The  whole  number  received  from  die  commencenaeiit 
in  November,  1811,  till  November,  1818,  was  1006. 

Their  sentences  varied  from  three  mbnths  to  twentyM>ne  yean. 

Their  emplovment,  of  late,  has  been  principally  weaving^  Thia  ha9 
^«i(m  done  on  the  capital  of  die  State,  and  not  for  ^oatractiMt,  and  bs» 
been  iwund  profitable. 
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Tasks  are  assigned  to  the  prisoners,  which  they  are  compelled  to 
peiform,  if  they  hare  health  aud  strength ;  but  nothing  is  allowed  in 
the  fona  of  over^stint 

At  the  expiration  of  their  senten<!e  they  are  presented  with  money 
or  clotbiog  as  a  gift,  arcording  to  their  merits. 

The  expense  of  food  and  clothing  for  each  male  prisoner  is  stated 
bj  the  clenc  to  be  $  63  annually ;  for  each  ifemale,  $  55  annually. 

They  are  sapplied  with  religious  instruction  on  ihd  Sabbath,  morn- 
ing snd  evening,  in  the  male  and  female  department,  by  the  clergy  of 
the  Methodist  denominatioB,  without  compensation  from  the  govern- 
ment   There  have,  abo,  been  Sabbath  schools  organized. 

The  iQCommitments  fcoiu  181 1  to  1825  were  only  59. 

The  general  ehaiRCter  of  the  female  department  was  given  last 
yw.  '  .  . 

The  €ott$  in  the  male  department  arise  principally  from  the  crowd- 
ed state  of  the  night  rooms,  which  will  oe  obviated  when  the  new 
boiUing  IS  erected. 

15.  Ifew  PeakwHary  in  Waakmgtanj  D.  C. — Location,  It  is  situated 
on  the  point  of  land  projecting  into  the  Potomac,  almost  south  of  the 
CBpitot,  and  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria. 

OmkruetuHL  The  principal  building  Is  of  brick,  on  the  Auburn 
phn,  lao  feei  long,  50  feet  wide,  and  3$  feet  high,  containing  160 
eelh  in  Caur  storiea.  -There  are,  besides,  two  buildings,  one  on  each 
^k  of  the  PrisoQ,  having  a  communication  with  it,  by  a  small  door, 
OD  a  level  with  the  first  gdlery.  These  buildings  are  25  feet  by  40, 
tODtaiaiRg  ceUaiB,  two  upright  stories,  and  lodging  roooos  in  the  roof. 
Om  of  these  buildings  wiU  be  devoted  to  the  keeper,  his  deputies 
•ad  faaily,  and  the  other  to  the  kitchen,  hospital,  &c.  A  wall  75 
feet  in  advRnce  of  the  front,  and  20  feet  high,  will  enclose  an  area  300 
fcet  square. 

In  regard  to  the  plan  of  building  adopted  in  this  Prison,  the  fol- 
Wiag  extryMto  from  a  letter  written  by  CJiarles  Bulfinch,  Esq.,  the 
vdiiteet  of  the  public  Iraildings  in  Wariiington,  who  holdc  the  most 
iofoitant  atalioii  in  this  country  as  an  architect,  mi  whose  general 
ehtficfter  ia  extensively  known,  will  be  esteemed  valuable  by  those 
members  of  the  State  Legislatures,  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
cuainr  tke  coastniotion  of  different  Prisons.  He  says,  **  immediate- 
ly tAer  the  close  of  tiie  session,''  (i*  e.  the  session  of  1826,)  ^^  I  was 
mrected  by  Ae  President  of  the  United  States  to  visit  the  penitentiar 
rresuMiaiuuenta  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
iiapeetiof  Aem,  and  of  obtaining  all  such  information  as  may  be  ol>- 
tiiaed,  md:  whieh  mfty  be  n^ully  applied  in  the  erection  of  the  Penjr 
tetiaiy  auAorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  20* 
^I  acoordtngiy  visited  the  several  institutions,  of  this  kind,  in  tlie 
%  of  New  York,  and  the  new  buildtog  now  erecting  under  Mr. 
Ltvoa' direetkm  9i  Mount  Pleasant,  and^  retunilng,  the  new  peni- 
teitiuy  boildiBg  of  Philadelphia.  The  inspection  that  I  had  made 
^n enougli to  csonvtnoe meof  the  superiori^ of  the  Auburn  plan  to 
*BJ  diat  had  been  addptedin  England  or  Amenca,  nod  I  made  a  Re- 
port taAe  PreaideBt  to  that  effect" 

OoMtnmeni*     A  bill  wassiabmitled  i»  Congress, during th^  last  tea- 
mi,  by  Mr  ¥as  Plank,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Dblviet 
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of  Columbia,  for  the  organisation  of  the  Prison  goyenunent ;  but  it  if 
not  known  to  us  whether  it  became  a  law.  As  tlie  session  was  short, 
and  the  buildings  were  not  yet  completed^  and  there  would,  probably 
be  no  necessity  for  the  law  till  after  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  is 
believed,  that  it  was  left  among  the  unfinished  business. 

Employment,  As  materials  for  building  are  expensive  in  Washing- 
ton, and  the  city  is  rapidly  rising  in  Importance,  and  the  Prison  is  lo- 
cated on  navigable  water,  and  granite  rock  of  most  beautiful  quality  is 
found  in  so  many  places  on  our  coast  and  rivers,  and  this  is  already 
an  article  of  commerce  and  manufacture,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
whether  the  business  of  hammering  granite  cannot  be  introduced  in 
the  new  Penitentiary  in  Washington.  The  first  objection  which 
would  arise  to  such  a  measure  Avould  be  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion. But,  in  answer,  the  facts  may  be  repeated,  which  have  already 
been  stated  in  this  Report,  that  the  granite  roek,  by  the  hammering 
of  which  about  70  convicts,  have  earned  more  than  ^  5,000  in  one 
year,  in  New  Hampshire,  after  defraying  the  whole  expense  of  their 
keeping,  is  transported  about  four  miles  by  land,  and  about  sixty  miles 
by  the  MerrimacK  river  and  canal  to  Boston.  And  the  granite  rock, 
for  the  employment  of  the  convicts  at  Charlestown,  has  been  some  of 
it  imported  in  sloops  from  the  Kennebeck  river  in  Maine.  The  sub- 
ject IS  proposed  as  one  of  inquiry. 

16.  Virgima  Penitentiary. — Locati(nL^  This  Prison  is  situated  in 
Richmond,  ^n  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  about  a  mile  south  west  of.the  State 
House,  and  about  two  miles  west  of  the  lide,  or  navigable  water  of 
James  riVer.  The  situation  was  probably  chosen  for  die  purpose  of 
getting  good  air  in  a  warm  climate. 

Canstmction,  The  construction  is  unlike  any  other  within  our 
knowledge  in  this  country.  The  cells  are  arranged  in  a  brick  build- 
ing, in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  two  stories  high  above  the  basement. 
The  cells  open  towards  the  centre,  and  the  ,space  enclQsed  by  the 
crescent  is  an  open  yard.  In  front  of  the  cells,  towards  the  centre,  on 
each  story,  is  a  narrow  gallery.  The  solitary  cells  are  arranged  in  the 
basement  story,  and  the  side  of  the  passage  leading  to  theni,  tow  ards 
the  interior  yaitl,  consists  of  a  solid  brick  wall.  In  entering  the  soli- 
tary cells  through  this  passage  from  the  yard,  it  is  necessary  to  use  a 
candle  or  torch.  In  the  cells  arranged  on  the  side  of  this  dark  pas- 
sage, the  convicts,  who  are  generally  condemned,  for  the.  first  six 
mouths,  to  solitary  confinement,  receive  this  part  of  their  pi^nishment. 
It  is  very  severe,  for  the  cells  are  dark,  and  damp,  and  cheerless.  A 
small  sash,  placed  above  the  prisoner's  head,  admits  a  faint  light ;  the 
water  stands  in  drops  on  the  walls  in  damp  weather,  and  no  provision 
is  made  for  warming  the  cells  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  in- 
stance has  occurred  in  which  a  prisoner's  feet  were  frozen  while  en- 
during his  term  of  solitary  confinement  in  one  of  these  cells.  There 
are  some  of  the  cells  in  this  Prison,  designed  for  solitary  confinement, 
which  have  no  window  or  orifice  for  the  admission  of  light,  and  the 
only  ventilation  is  a  small  orifice  in  the  door  opening  into  the  dark 
passage.  The  superintendent,  SAMU£^  O.  Parsons,  says,  in  a  letter, 
concerning  the  efiect  of  solitaiy  confinement  in  the  first  class  of  cells, 
which  are  far  less  dismal  than  the  last,  ^'  I  consider  it,  under  the 
present  laws,  imminently  dangerous  to  the  health,  and  of  cpoiise  to  the 
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life,  of  some  of  the  convict?.  There  are  some  whose  constitutions  are 
oot  isjored,  hat  tfaer  are  comparatively  few  in  numher."  This  is 
nffident  evidence  of  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  construe* 
tion  of  this  part  of  the  Prison.  The  cells  in  the  stories  above^  which 
are  used  cmlv  as  night  rooms,  are  sufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated ; 
but  axe  provided  with  no  means  of  warming.  The  cells  are  not  sur- 
nranded  with  an  external  wall,  as  at  Auburn,  which  would  make 
dkem  comparatively  comfortable  in  winter,  even  without  a  fire ;  but 
&ej  are  exposed  on  two  sides  to  the  external  air,  and  are,  therefore, 
very  cold.  This  is  probably,  in  part,  an  explanation  Af  the  follow- 
ittg  facts,  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  superintendent  '^  The  diseases 
nost  prevalent  are  dropsy  and  consumption  of  the  lungs,  terminating 
in  death  generally  during  the  winter.  The  spring,  summer,  and 
nrtamn  are  generally  healthy."  The  fact,  therefore,  that  there  are 
ao  means  provided  for  warming  the  cells,  is  an  objection  to  the 
oonstrBction.  If  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  warm  them,  on  the 
present  constmctiot,  it  would  be  attended  with  great  expense.  The 
dimate  and  diseases,  howevei',  are  such,  that  they  ought  to  be  warm- 
ed. It  is  not  right  to  put  convicts,  in  the  iacipient  stages  of  consump- 
tioQ  and  dropsy,  into  these  cells,  to  spend  the  long  nights  in  winter 
vitliofxt  a  fire,  or  any  means  of  procuring  warmth  except  from  their 
diseased  breaUiixig.  The  hill  of  mortidity,  as  well  as  the  above  state- 
neat  of  the  superintendent,  shows  that  the  consequences  are  oAen 
&taL  Hie  number  of  night  rooms  in  this  Prison,  which  are  never 
warmed  in  winter,  is  about  150,  and  the  number  of  prisoners  confined 
IB  tkena,  on  an  average,  about  200,  and  the  mortality  for  the  years 
cadiag  Sqitember  30,  1819,  and  September  30,  1821,  more  thain 
Kven  per  cent.,  or  1  to  14  and  a  fraction.  We  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose this  motility  unusual  for  this  Prison.  If  not,  and  any  part  of 
d»  cause  should  be  the  defect  in  construction,  which  leaves  all 
^  pitsoners^  during  the  long  evenings  and  nights  in  winter,  in  cold 
tad  damp  cells,  ^^out  a  fire,  or  the  means  of  obtaining  arfificial  heat, 
it  ntj  he  hoped,  that  warm  air  will  hereafter  be,  conducted  to  the 
^  m  floes,  or  in  stove  pipes,  or  that  some  mode  will  be  devised  of 
woiiig  the  cells,  and  Uius  ^Qminishing  the  mortality.  A  mortality 
fitftik  per  cent,  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  mortality  of  the  Prisons 
^  Fnnce,  in  their  most  unhealthy  condition ;  and  about  quadruple 
to  of  the  Pemtentiaries,  generally,  in  this  country.  Besides  that 
^'^  hi  ecmstnibdon,  which  is  the  most  probable  cause  of  the  un- 
common mortality  in  this  Prison,  there  are  other  defects  worthy  of 
psfticalar  consideration. 

It  affords  no  Ikcilities  for  inflection.  After  the  prisoners  are  locked 
|ft  there  is  no  way' provided  ror  locking  in  upon  them  vrithout  open- 
aj  the  door  of  eveiy  cell,  or  getting  up  over  the  door.  There  is,  be- 
tides, no  convenient  phce  for  the  sentinel  to  pass  the  night  near  the 
cdU,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  evil  communication  between  the 
pisoners.  Th^  sendnel  who  attempts  any  thing  of  this  kind  must  be 
Q  ^  open  idr.  It  is  very  necessaiy  that  it  should  be  done,  because 
the  prisoners  catn  converse  from  one  cell  to  another. 
^  Sohtuy  confinement  at  night  was  contemplated  in  the  or^pnal  de- 
H^  of  d^s  Prison ;  but  it  has  been  necessary,  in  many  of  the  cells,  to 
P^  two,  and,,  in  othere,  three  or  four.    The  constniction,  therefore, 
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b  defective  in  making  the  cells  large  enough  to  tfiow  this  great  evily 
and  so  few  in  numher  as  to  make  it  necessary. 

The  expense  in  the  construction  is  much  greater  than  if  lem  space 
had  been  occupied,  and  more  cells  constructed,  on  the  Aubvm  phin. 

As  it  is  necessary,  howeter,  to  enlarge  the  estahlishmest,  ia  order 
to  secure  the  great  advantages  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  it'  has 
been  proposed  to  erect  a  building  on  a  straight  Hne,  from  one  extremi- 
ty to  the  other  of  the  crescent,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  at 
Anbnm,  containing  a  sufiicient  numl)er  of  cella  for  the  aecommedatio& 
of  any  probable  number  of  prisoners.  If  this  ^ould  be  done,  the  con- 
struction would  be  better  than  in  Uie  old  Penitentiaries,  genemlly ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  not  so  simple,  economical,  secure^  f&vond>le  lo  in^ 
^etion,  health,  cmd  instruction,  as  would  be  desirable. 

GuHUfrmneni,  The  officers  are,  five  inspectors,  a  sttperintendent, 
clerk,  six  keepers,  a  physician,  and  thirteen  guards. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers  are,  superintendent,  ^  2000 ;  clerk,  $  600 ; 
two  of  the  keepers,  $600  each  ;  four  of  the  keepers,  $600  each ; 
physician,  $  700 ;  guud,  $  6  per  month,  including  raitions  and  clothing. 

besides  ^e  above  officers,  there  has  been,  at  some  periods,  an  tgent, 
who  was  anthofized  to  employ  one  or  two  cletks,  each  of  whom  re- 
ceived k  large  salary,  ft  was  the  duty  of  the  agent  and  his  clerks  to 
seH  the  manufectnred  articles. 

Prisanerg,    The  nuii:ber,  since  1821,  has  genera%  exceeded)  2G0. 

The  crknes  of  those  in  Prison,  m  1821,  were  a  large  proportion  ef 
them  the  higher  crimes,  vix.  voluntary  manslaughter,  4;  murder,  se- 
cond degree,  19;  tape,  7;  stabbing,  7;  burglary,  14;  horseHrteaungt, 
47 ;  stealing  negroes,  3 ;  robbery,  5 ;  grand  lareeny,  4d;  h^amy ,  2  ; 
house-burning,  2 ;  other  and  smaller  crimes,  26. 

The  sefUmices  were  many  of  Aem  for  long  periods ;  of  those  for  mtir* 
der  in  the  second  degree,  12  were  on  sentences  varying  from  10  to  ¥B 
years ;  of  those  for  rape,  6  were  on  sentences  varying  from  10  to  21 
years;  of  those  for  grand  larseny,  burglaiy,  and  hovsMlcalhig^  d  were 
fbr  life ;  of  the.  others,  the  sentences-varied  fimn  1  to  lA  years. 

Their  emphymeni  wa»  in  mneteen  different  kinds  of  hnsiaeaa;  8S 
siMcmakers;  19  wheelwrights,  carpentersy  and  tnnMtBs;  W  coopers; 
14  weavers^  quillers,  and  s]^>olers ;  18  tailors,  fcc ;  14  vape  and  IkreafA 
spinners,  &c« ;  22  blacksmiths;  11  nailers ;  and  22  in  oiher  kinds  of 
bosiness. 

The  fuUMiy  of  the  prisoners  wasy  Virginia,  186;  Pennsylvania,  12  ; 
other  States,  27;  foreign  countries,  27. 

The  eicesy  in  wuich  they  have  been  sometunesdeteotod,  are  fi|^bt» 
ing,  gambling,  and  drinking  ardent  spirits;  buttheaC'  things  «re  mil 
forbidden,  and  punished  immediateiy  after  detection.  There  have 
been,  besides,  soecesslid  attempts  to  comtefffeit  coin.  One  of  the 
keepers  stated,  diat  he  had  found  a  good  deal  of  it  on  their  peraoDS, 
hnd  deposited  in  diffiqrent  places ;  that  he  had  else  found  the  moulds ; 
and  that  the  servtints  and  the  guard  mig^t  have  Ibmished  facilities  fo^ 
potting  it  in  circulation.  -  ' 

The  instruction  iwnished  to  the  prisoners,  either  on  the  Sabbath  oi 
dering  the  week,  (except  in  regard  to  their  wori^)  is  Jilmost  noUiing 
No  provision  is  made,  either  by  the  State  or  by  benevolent  individuak 


tn  even  one  rdigjoas  service  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  spmetimea  monAa 
togedier  have  elapsed  without  a  religious  service  of  any  kind 

The  toUa  in  this  establishment  are,  the  crowded  night  rooms  and 
libe  eonseqa^it  evil  communication ;  the  uncommon  mortality,  arising, 
k  part,  from  not  wanning  the  cells,  the  vices  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
Vint  of  instmction. 

17.  Ptaiie9iiarie9  im  Oeorgiaj  Kentucky^  and  Oftle.— The  finit  is  k- 
cated  in  Milledgeville ;  the  second  in  Frankfort;  and  the  third  in  Co- 
hnnbiia;  each  in  the  capital  of  tiie  State,  apparently  with  referenor 
entirdy  to  the  central  situation. 

The  constmetion  of  idi,  so  far  as  we  have  be^i  able  to  obtain  in- 
fiMmiaitio&,  is  on  the  old  plan  of  building,  without  particular  reference 
to  the  importance  of  solitaiy  confinement  at  night;  facilities  for  ift- 
qieetioD,  eBBplovment,  and  mstruction ;  and  econinny  in  building  or 
fflanagement-  We  therefcNre  lament  less  not  being  aUe  to  describe 
■MM  aoisRitely  the  construction. 

A  proposition  was  before  the  Legislature  of  Qec^a^  at  the  last  ses- 
«m,  wlttch  was  unsuecessfoi,  for  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiary 


The  convicts  in  Kentucky  are  hired  to  the  keeper,  on  eonditiim  that 
be  shall  pay  the  eipense  txT  their  keeping,  and  pay  one  half  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  labor,  after  defraying  this,  eocp^s^e,  to  die  State.  We 
know  very  tittle  more  oonoeming  these  Institutions.  Their  annual 
SeporlB,  if  Ihey  have  been  published,  we  have  not  been  able  to  ob 
taia ;  nor  have  we  iieen  eidier  of  the  Pemtentiaries  in  Georgia,  Ken 
taeky,  or  Ohio.  The  following  information,  oenceming  the  latler, 
WIS  eraamunieated  in  a  letter  from  Natbaniel  McLbam,  Esq.,  the 


li  n  -sitomtcd  on  elevated  ground  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Scioto 
nrer,  conth  west  of  Cohmbus.  The  yard  wall  is  '400  feet  long,  168 
&ct  wide,  and  14  foet  high.  A  biick  building,  oocupied  by  the  keep* 
cr,  100  Ibet  long,  dOfeet  wide,  and  two  stories  high,  fosms  a  part  -of 
(be  wiA^  on  Ae  east  'sideof  .ibe  yard.  Another  brick  building,  60 
iset  by  M,  tad  one-  slory  Mgh,  used  as  a  stote  house,  is  erected  on 
Aeeasl  side  of  the  yard,  and  nortiii  of  the  keeper^  house.  The  prison 
VttMng  is  oC  brick,  two  stories  high,  180  foet  kmg  and  30  feet  wide,' 
ndfmns  a  part  of  Ihe  north  waB,  included  in  the  length  of  4O0i  feet 
Tliroudb  Ae  centre  of  tills  butkHiig.  is  a  passage  8  feet  wide,  on  the 
ofoMwlriciKaape  64  cells,  6>  feet  by  &  About  half  the*  spaoe^  on  the 
left  of  the  passage,  is  used  as  a  kftehen  and  dining  faalL  i>yef  the 
kMen,  in^e  second  ^story,  is  the  hos|Mtal,  30  feet  ^r  16.  She«»l]r 
ttfy  oalis  ate  below  Ihe  surfece  of  the  ground,  under  the  floor,  They 
seO  feet  by  6,'wailedwt1h  stone  and  lined  with  plank,  and  totally 
M^  enleied  by  a  trap  door.  From  this  dtsscription,  k  appears  tiial 
Aeie  is  no  provision  for  lighting,  wamubg,  or  airing  Ihem.  At«tilM 
■ne  time,  we  learn  from  ibe  letter,  that  some  convicts  arsvconfinad 
httiiem  for  diort  periods  under  sentence  of  the  conrt^  and  frequendy 
forausdemeanor  in  Prison^ 
The  esUbisMd  expense  of  the  iriiole  establishment  is  $  160,00a  ^ 
the  keqper  is  the  only  responsible  officer  under  the  prosent  uignni 
siKoD,  Be  appoints  an  Ihe  deputies,  deric,  guaid,  and*  pbyi^ia^ 
nd  pays  them  soch  compensation  as  he  may  deem  i««aonaMe,  eaoept 
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the  cj^rk  and  physician,  who  receive  Ae  former  $  400  j  the  l&tler, 
$  25Q  ani\ually..  The  deputy  keeper  receives  $  400  j  three  overseem 
in  the  shops,  and  a  4P9r  keeper^  $  300  each ;  aud  three  on  th^,  walls, 
$  2(64  eacii,  per  annum.  The  keeper  is  elected  annually  by  the  Le* 
gislature,  and,  receives^  a  salary  of  $  1000.  He  ii(iakes  all  purchases, 
$e]ls  all  manufactuiedi  articles,  pays  all  expenses,  .and  n^akes  a  quar- 
terly Ilepprt  to  the  Au4Uor.of  the.  State*  and  an  annual .  Report  to  the 

\  I  .The.wumh^ pf  /P«s9iifirs  aa  1326  ww  152 >'  of  wHom;2  jy^re  fe- 

I  /  iftal^a,an4..MPolqre0.,.,.  ,.,1         ..     .'  .,  ,,.  '  . , .  =.  '    ,./       ^, 

. .  The  criimef.  of  .at  kant  J;^vgKthirds  ar^  hpra^i-Piteplmg,  larcQ^  and  bur- 
gUry^  .  tb«  other.  <^ri«efifwrfi  wrfpf,  w.  «^^  s^q^i^d  an4  f|bar4  degre^ 
plrmlryi,for^ry,,i^fleat„r?pe,  Wgwy^i  ^^  v  '  a  ■  '  ,  • 
../JTbe  s&Uences  fifn^  fy^H  for  Jife,  ?^ye^8^^.fop  2(0 a^d  1^  years ;  others 
ior.5.a^i7;  an4:Hone|c)jiri«^than.3.y^pi:^.  .Two-thirds/of  the  whole 
i^urobqp  are  for  ?.yeajr?t    .,  ...  ,       .     .  . 

^  Thf«ie  JMs^p  q(asn/!o9(jaii^  j  The  prisoipiers  wprk  together  in  different 
shops,  as  may,|)i^t  j>rpq[(oip  .tl^e  interests  of  the  institution  hk  a  pecur 
i^ary  poi^t  .pf  yiew ;  pI^  offenders  w^th.tho^^  younger  in  crim^ ;  and 
^«^n|Q,at/Qigl\t)  19  the,x;el)^,  jiA.?yin^r  /aiir  in.f^  XQfm^  a^  h).  sumr 
i^F.twp.qr^^ri^e^aAtbe  QPinber  of.prisoi>ei^.winjusii^^  -^  vi' 
...  TJ^e  Amphqr.iR,i(i^  hjt?^it|J  wiljj  avi^ijage  fron^  t«n  tp  fifteen  ui  tiiaeB 
4j(;,ofdin^4ba?J,ft..;..p.Hrii^g>the-  autufliii^,  ^^^.^^o^ber  ^,  m  ijir 
^^^^di/and.bas^i^  iK)^^.i»afcancc8i,  p?jC€|ededjO»e,  tnii^  of  the  whole 
j)fU»^^n.  r  Th^  wost prpv4pn(t  dfcew^s  arje,qi\il|^ 
jtwrwa^  Ip^rtipujarlydwitogth^suiapieariap^  .Thwjl^s^o  mer 

thod  of  warming  their  night  rooms  in  winter. 

s^No  proyi»i9|i  is  maid^. bir.Jaw\lbri  r^igio^ns  iwtry^tiopv  ^^^fiP^  ^ 
(mwshs^acb^ cell  with* WIpW  1  Thwis^ppeaf^ng, i^cqisiijlpi^Y.  bqj 
Q(ot  regi4artyi  There  is  no  pbapel)  .tbe  pa^^epn  thej^^nd  floor 
of  the  ^sfip  bi|ihling,is^u$f^49  but  it  ia  y^^fi^qoj^rtaUcu.,.  The^qon- 
>VjCta.ariiregyJarduwg  thQj.bpurs  pf  wpfsh^  when  >ye  |{axe.  jt,  ..and 
many  of  them  frequently  considerably,  ^oct^d*.,  Sboiil^vP^^^.  PXP- 
jWioqi  )i^  inadfl  fBurirp|ig^u^4ft#tlwctift|i,  it,  i^ 

,.•1  Th«  erala.i» /this. Prispny according. tf>,  the  ^pv^  stfitenj^wit.frQpi.tlie 
^^eperyjoTQi  the  fs^Aatrv^^t^ii  ^wMc^  ^i^f^.^Jj^q8sib)p.to  9^i>arat(& 
Aie  piisonera 4fc night, » #p4 ^thvai . prevent. .^il. cjowVPltlPicfttiott ;!, t]|e  xu^ 
ymii  proportion  in  the  hpapitalt  prolix  tp.jbe  .atti'ibiate4  i^oP>M%  W 

ia  «(9.  pipvj^iiiOii  A^r  ^fyi^iniff  th^  i^fUil^  Hkf^fwi^  pf 


ttie  fact  that  thiare 

JMtnicticNa,  M  thene  19  nq  ponre^qnt  ,p^ce  for  Jilt)  ^<i  iI^OmF^PI^  \^S 
immrnkt^b'SX ;  aii4l9pmpP^U» for  4pIiW confim^f^ent,  nj|i^e];grou3ia, 
without  any  ligbt  or  air  except  what  is  obtain^,  tl^PWi^h  a  taL|^  doo^r^ 

JKouse^f  Rtj^^iJi  Boston  is^pituatc^^ii^  So^tb  Bpston.  j^ear  Hu 
J^bttte*  of  iMdittHryi,  abput  fU  Dfii|ya%  fr^m  the^^cijly.  .  Tte  Piqldix^  .1^ 
fi(l7  coiVHKHliQiiat.  9Jd4  would  ^nvei^iently  accommodate  &  m^c]| 
JiiferiiiimbeT  of  uotmaiteg  tk^  aii^  im>w  placed  in  it .,  Theyaff ,  on.  iJi^ 
^]itli4ide  af  the  banae^  |fl:an  catao^vf  field  oidQ  of  40  acres. of  l^e&ia 
■tifiil  M«d»;C^v|tted  by; the  poor  f^in,the  .House  of  industry. .  1?h 
boys  from  the  Refuge  viu^  sofieli^s  ^npkigfi  to.woijk  ia  tne  B^^U 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  superintendent    T^^a  neM  la  seccunS 
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<BcIo0e<^  and  no  peTson  is  permitted  to  enter  the  gate,  which  is  60 
or  80  rods  froin  the  House,  without  a  Certificate  to  the  gate-keeper, 
from  ooe  of  the  directors  or  the  House  of  Industry.  In  this  way  both 
estBblishmeiit$  iappear  to  be  well  secured  from  the  introduction  of  pro- 
hibited articles. 

The  govertmient  of  the  Refuge  is  the  same  hoard  of  directors  as  in 
the  Hoosi^  of  Industry.  This  board  consists  of  seven  gentlemen  in 
Boston,  wh^r  receive  no  compensation,  and  are  appointed  annually  by 
the  city.  ^  They  appoint  a  superintendent,  and  fix  his  compensation, 
which  is  iit  ibfs  time  $600,  with  a  house  and  board  for  himself  and 
Cunily.  Mr.  Bartholomew  Brown,  who  has  been  connected  with 
the  establi^^nmeht  from  the  commencement,  is  the  present  superinten- 
<Ient  A  BcfaooT  teachei*,  snS  an  overseer  of  the  shoe  shop,  are  employed 
to  assist  him.  Their  compensation  is  also  fixed  by  the  board.  The 
rdigioai,  seivie^  on  thje  Sabbath,  in  which  the  boys  engage,  are  the 
lame  as  at  the  chd|^el  m  the  House  of  Industry.  The  offices  of  chap- 
laio  and  school  teacher  are  at  present  vacant,  but  are  to  l>e  filled  as 
soon  as  siiitabie  persons  cdh  be  found.  The  salary  offered  to  the  for- 
ner  is  0  500  and  hoard ;  that  of  die  latter  is  not  specified. 

The  subjects  Tor  the  Refuge  are  juvenile  delinquents  from  Boston, 
who  are  thus  teved  from  the  House  of  Cdrrection,  in  Leveret  street, 
ud  the  Stalo^  Prison  at  Charlestown.  The  present  number  is  about 
40,  of  li^hbni  d  lite  femkles.  The  boys  spend  a  part  of  eveiy  d^  in 
Ae  school  nyqm^  and  anothef  aiid  hurger  part  in  ^e  shoe  shop.  Their 
raprovemeilt  is  good  id  both  places.  Several  of  the  boys^  who  were 
tnt  received,  l^Te  been  apprenticed,  and  are  doing  well.  The  instil 
tofioo  is  sapported  entirely  by  the  dty,  at  an  expense  of  about  $  3000 
anuaDy. 

The  Btmbi  of  Mefitge  in  Netd  York  i#  situated  about  two  miles  north 
«f  die  C^  'HiAAy  at  fte  junction  of  die  Hariaem  and  Bloomiugdale 
nads.   .i%e  ywd  is  800  hy  WQ  feet,  enclosed  by  a  wall  17  feet  high. 

The  builiBiigs,' on^  fbr  boys  ^&  Ac  other  for  girl^  are  of  atone, 
^  two  stories  high,  150  feet  long  and  38  feet  wide.  These  are 
igite|ibfl%'«:lligfiboM  fence.  . 

TbelM^^'R^itig^'  cbntains  "five  apattments  in  the  lower  story,  80 
hj  84  feet,  for  a  dining  room,  common  hall,  superintetadent^a  office, 
ad  Jfc&binfiBy  iidfers  and  shoein^^ers.  The  second  story  contains  an 
kspftl^ab  By  34  feet, ^d  tWo'rows  of  dormitorfea,  each  ajf*  U»iX  by 
%  mi'&tX  n%^)  ^  13^  boys.  They  are  ventilated  by  openings  in 
tw  dboM,  htda  ip  the,  centre  wall  They  are  arranged  in  two  storie«, 
^ik^KilHtsmi  pl^-  1^  «^^  between  tiie  donnitori«i  and  the  ex- 
tod^Wti^ 'df  ^^  buflding  is  10  feet  by  110,  smd  is  fimiished  widi 
fab  idd'KbtfB^  tttiUble  tot  the  monitorial  plan  of  Instmetion,  aad 
k  aped  as  %  imool  room. 

Hie  ^jb1i^l£e|uge  contains,  in  the  first  story,  bendes  fomr  apart- 
veati  'ItoflMi^.tO'^o^  in  <he  b6ys^  Refuge,  a  pariour  and  chamber  for 
^  Mtt^'  *4  "com^ttee  r6om,  and  a  laondiy.  Id  the  second  story, 
keonttfiM^  mlbe  soiift  end,  a  liandsome  <4iapel,  widi  a  gallery,  snffi- 
tfeatff  KMe  ^  acconimddate  140  boys,  70  ffiris,  anfl  300  visitors;  at 
%t  noftfi  «&A^^^  hoffpitd,  25  by  34  feet ;  and  between  the  chapel  aad 
Ike hoaMlUi  Wdormttories,  in  two  stories,  arranged,  ventilated,  and 
iigftofmtifi,  ^l^^dHs,  as  the  others  are  for  boys. 
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A  two  stoiy  brick  buildingp  40  by  30  feet,  situated  on  the  south 
west,  coiner  of  the  yard,  is  used  by  the  superintendent  and  his  family* 
Another  brick  bulling,  22  by  60  feet,  situated  near  the  last  mentioned, 
on  the  east,  is  occupied  in  part  by  the  assistant  keeper  and  his  family. 
Adjoining  this,  on  tiie  north^  is  a  brick  building,  40  by  80  feet,  divided 
into  four  rooms,  40  feet  square,  in  which  40  boys  are  employed  in 
making  chairs. 

In  different  parts  of  the  yari  are  several  small  one  story  buildings, 
used  for  shops,  store  houses,  Slc. 

A  part  of  the  ground  in  the  interior  of  the  yard  is  used  for  a  garden. 

The  whole  aspect  of  the  establishment  is  cheerfuL 

Gwemment,  This  establishment  belongs  to  the  Society  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  was  incorporated  March  29, 
1824.  The  officers  are,  a  president,  six  vice  presidents,  a  treasurer, 
secretary,  thirty  managers,  an  acting  committee  of  eight  gentlemen^ 
and  a  ladies*  committee  of  thirteen.  The  constitution  of  the  society  is 
not  printed  in  the  reports ;  nor  does  it  appear,  from  the  reports,  how 
often  or  by  whom  the  officers  are  appointed  The  immediate  govern- 
ment of  Uie  institution  is  intrusted  by  the  managers,  at  this  time,  to 
Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Hart,  who  is  assisted  by  a  matron,  a  school 
teacher,  two  assistants,  and  a  gate  keeper.  Mr.  Hart,  who  had  been 
.one  of  the  teachers  in  the  male  high  school,  entered  ii^on  the  duties 
of  this  office  on  the  2d  of  July,  1826.  The  president  of  the  society, 
the  Hon.  Cadwallader  D.  Colben,  addressed  the  superintendent  on 
this  occasion.  A  few  brief  extracts  from  the  reply  of  Mr.  Hart  will 
exhibit  the  spirit  of  the  man  to  whom  the  society  has  given  this  im- 
portant trust,  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  unfeigned  gratitude  to  all,  that 
children  and  youth,  who  were  formerly  trained  for  a  life  of  infamy  in 
the  State  Prison,  have  fallen  into  such  hands. 

"  Sir,— Deeply  iiDpreflsed  with  (he  grettt  respoMibilSty  derelvitif  on  tke  iop«riiiteadtai«l' 
Ihit  importaol  inititatioo,  I  cannot  renect  on  the  coDfidcoce  you  have  ptaned  in  me,  in  calli^ 
Bie  to  nucceed  the  geotleman  who  has  eo  ab}y  coudueled  its  affairs  from  its  commeocenient, 
iritbout  trembliiuf. 

"  ChtklreD  withoel  parents,  some  of  them  wone  thaa  deftMaie>  have,  by  your  fiMteriaf  Mwds, 
De€o  snatched  from  infamy.  The  work],  indeed,  is  gazing  upon  your  noble  charity,  wlule  the 
commumty  is  rejoicing  intiopeof  your  success. 

''  The  weight  and  responaiDility  lower  Nke  mountains  befere  ate;  biH  vhan  I  reflMft  thai  I 
shall  have  your  wisdom  in  counsel,  and,  1  tiust.  the  directions  of  liim  who  prompts  you  to 
these  praiseworthy  acts,  I  console  myself  that  I  snal^  be  enabled,  in  a  degree,  to  be  a  fhttherlo 
l|«  fetheriesa. 


and 

■lent,—'  How  shovld  I  like  my 

lUb,  1  think,  shall  gevom  ma  here." 

The  number  of  children  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  this 
Christian  fkther,  and  for  whose  support  provision  is  made  by  the  soci- 
e^^  IS,  at  the  present  time,  about  130  Im^  and  40  giris.  The  system 
of  mstruction  and  labor,  to  which  ttiey  are  subject,  is  such  as  almost 
necessarily  to  ensure  the  favorable  results  which  haye  thus  for  reward- 
ed the  society.  The  boys  are  assembled  by  Mr.  Hart  every  morning, 
9t  an  eariy  hour,  for  religions  exercises,  rmmedlately  after  DreakfafS, 
Aie  word  of  Qod  is  read  a  few  minutes,  accompanied  with  appropriate 
lemarks.  Two  hours  are  then  devoted  to  common  instruction  in  th^ 
achool  room :  after  school  time,  four  hoars  to  labor,  beibre  dinner. 
Immediately  after  dinner  a  few  mmutes  more  are  iqpent  in  useful  rea^ 
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bg ;  then  a  little  time  is  deroted  to  recreation,  and  afterwards  four 
faoun  to  labor,  before  supper;  and,  immediately  after  supper^  two 
lioQTS  to  tlie  instructions  of  the  school  room.  This  general  plan,  and 
^vision  of  time,  is  followed  every  day  in  the  week,  with  such  raria- 
lion  only  as  the  seasons  require.  On  the  Sabhath,  abont  onu  hour  in 
the  miHning,  and  oae  hour  in  the  afternoon,  are  devoted  to  public  reli- 
gious exercises  in  the  chapel ;  and  a  considerable  time,  morning  and 
evening,  to  useftd  reading  and  instruction  in  the  school  room.  With 
this  syatem  of  instruction  on  the  Sabbath,  and  of  instruction  and  labor 
during  the  tveek,  under  the  care  of  one  who  treats  the  children  like 
was  and  daughters,  it  almost  necessarily  follows,  tiiat  their  characters 
irill  be  taruked  for  usefulness.  This  is  already  proved  by  experieiice. 
h  Api3  last,  more  than  forty  boys  and  girls  had  been  apprenticed ; 
of  whom  only  four  had  failed  to  prove^  by  their  good  behavior,  the 
value  to  tliem  of  the  instruction  received  at  the  Refuge.  The  letten 
from  dieir  employersi  exhibited  in  the  appendix  to  the  Second  Repor^ 
are  most  cheering  to  all  the  friends  of  this  and  similar  institutions. 

The  etkct  of  £e  Refage,  in  diminishing  the  number  of  this  class  of 
children  and  youth  in  the  city,  is  as  deli^tful  as  the  immediate  effedi 
OD  the  character  of  the  inmates.  The  president  of  the  society  stated, 
that  the  number  of  criminal  pitosecutions  among  this  class  of  persons 
htt  been  diminished  in  die  city  of  Netr  York,  since  the  jlefuge  was 
instituted,  about  four  foUL 

The  benefits  of  the  e^blishment  ore  not  confined  to  the  city.  Ju- 
▼enile  delinquents  from  ail  parts  of  the  State,  according  to  the  law  d 
Jimiaiy,  18d6,  must  be  received  by  the  managers  of  the  Refuge,  in 
such  numbers  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  courts,  ought  to  be  commiU^ 
to  their  care.  And  to  enable  the  society  to  discharge  the  duties  which 
woald  devolve  upon  it  in  consequence  of  this  law,  another  law  was 
MSfidf  at  &e  same  time,  appropriating  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Marine 
Hospital  for  the  use  of  tiie  institution.  The  receipts  firom  the  same 
aikouated  last  year  to  $^7,000.  The  Legidature  had  previously  ^ 
fnpAkted,  by  a  law  of  Apnl  9,  1825,  two  theusaad  dollars,  annually, 
lor  five  y^ars,  to  Ae  tame  obS^ct 

ThefoiloMBg  aeeoont  of  the  treasurer  exhibits  the  receipts  and  ex* 
pea^tores  firom  tiie  commencement  in  1824 : 

TieSodOgfor  the  Rejomatim ^Jwemle  De^nqueniSj  m  AeeomI  €kih 

reni  with  Ralph  Obnatedy  TVeonirer. 
Ob. 
To  CbA,  am  mfmmi  lo  Um  United  States  on  acoooBi  of  the  puKtkatfi  of  the         .   _ 

prnKuttin;,                            52.00000 

MsairtasxlaikEtionitDthebiiildinsg.  4,420  II 

aShiog  fiv  ibe  diikirpn,     . 1^^  13 

Food  and  ptatisitmi  ibr  the  chndien, 3>I4  t9 

FbrnitUFB,  boda  and  bedding,  cookiag  apparatan,  doe,  2,940  15. 

Madieine  and  hotpttal  ezponie%  350  59 

Jtandactorine  ezpenies,      .....*••  830  09 ' 

^       SdiodI  espeoKs,  books,  stationaiy,  dMks,  Ace    ....  IfifJi  9i  . 

^       ^ools,  ovicntiural,  moonfiieinriag  and  aa^chaaical,    •       .       .  ^3? 

*        Hscae,  cows,  wagon,  and  cart, W2  Jt 

"       Sociat/s  expenses,  pnttiing,foel.8laltonai^,&o.         ...  £1?^ 

-"       Cotfiiifett  expenses,  insarance,ftiel,dBc.sc 4liS3 

^       Salaries  fo  sapHnnteadent,  aansCanls,  and  matron,  4{]8  f* 

-       NeirbBikW^bdvs,                '      . .  9,964  W 

Hew  boiMjMT  for  girts,  assistaat  keeper's  boose,  siQf»4MNM,  wiflB- 

,waS,  lb?.  Ac.       .       .      ; ^^™  ^ 


m 
U 


M 
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Cr. 

By  net  UBomit  nfeeived  teom  coOectian  of  donatidiiis  Bud  nbierbtions  from 

ttodliiBBiorNewlMc, fl94T7  41 

OMb,  grant  from  tlM  Lcgiilaciin  of  ibe  State  of  New  York,  gfOOO  per 

aniMiin  for  9  yean, 6|l000  00 

Garii  from  tales  or  manu&cturBdgooda, 9M  70 

Cash  from  labor  oftke  chUdreni  1,270  40 

Catb  from  Marine  Hotpital  fiiiid,  for  the  erectioa  of  a  Female  Refoce,         IBflOO  00 
r       Cash  from  flfarine  Honital  flmd,  towards  the  ammal  suppoitof  tbelunse 

.  ofKefoge, B/MOO 

:r      .Balaaoa  due  the  treasmer,  lit  of  Jamiary,  1927,                          •       .         789  19 
r'  

154,631  70 

Thus  an  instttatioDi  which  had  its  origin  in  private  benevolence, 
has  raised  to  usefulness  about  forty  miserable  youth  and  children,  who 
might  otherwise  have  been  in  the  State  Prison ;  received  nearly  two 
hundred  others  to  the  Kefuge,  who  now  enioy  its  advantages ;  dimi- 
nished greatly  crimintd  prosecutions  in  the  city  among  youu  and  chil- 
dren ;  provided  a  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in  the  ci^  and 
throughout  the  State ;  obtained  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  now  affords  an  example  for  imitation  to  other  cities  and 
countries  of  the  best  mode,  which  was  ever  devised,  of  conecting  the 
evil  propensities  of  unfortunate  tmd  vicious  youth. 

Tne  Heuae  of  Refuge  in  PhUaddpkia  is  now  building ;  the  comer 
stone  has  recently  been  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies ;  about 
$15,000  have  been  raised  by  private  subscription,  and  $40,000  by 
me  Legislature,  for  its  completion. 

19.  County  PrisoM. — We  can  only  make  a  few  remarks,  accompa- 
nied with  particular  illustrations,  concerning  them. 

They  are  genemDy  constructed  without  reference  to  classification, 
inspection,  or  economy.  There  are  iails  in  this  country,  which  cost 
$  20,000,  not  as  wisefy  constructed,  m  regard  to  classificieition  or  in- 
spection, as  some  others  which  cost  $  5,000.  There  is  a  Jail  in  Ge- 
neseo,  I^.  Y.,  which  may  be  examined  advantageously,  bypersona 
who  are  intrusted  with  ine  bmlding  of  Counhr  Prisons.  Tliere  is 
another  soon  to  be  built  in  Alexandria,  D.  C.,  on  a  similar  plan. 
Classification,  inspection,  and  economy,  are  all  consulted  in  the  plan 
of  these  buUcUngs. 

There  is  frequently  not  as  much  classification  or  separation  iss  the 
building  will  allow.  The  reasons  sometimes  assigned  are,  Ihat  it 
takes  more  time  to  open  many  doors  than  to  open  a  few,  and  there- 
fore the  prisoners  may  be  put  in  as  few  rooms  as  possible  ;  some  of 
the  apartments  are  in  an  upper  story,  and  it  is  not  convenient  to  put 
the  prisoners  up  stairs ;  it  is  more  work  to  feed  them,  and  warm  the 
rooms,  when  they  are  separated,  than  when  they  are  together ;  the 
prisoners  wished  to  be  in  the  same  room,  so  that  they  might  be  com. 
pany  for  each  other.  These,  and  other  reasons  not  more  important^ 
'are  often  assigned  for  a  most  indiscriminate  mingling  of  all  age^  ana 
degrees  of  guilt,  in  buildings  which  would  allow  of.  some  classifica- 
tion. This  evil  would  be  in  a  great  degree  removed  by  a  law  requir- 
ing that  the  prisoners  should  not  be  placed  two  in  a  room,  if  the 
apartments  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  allow  them  to  be  separated. 

In  County  Prisons,  constructed  on  the  usual  plan,  there  is  a  free 
eommunication  through  the  doors,  between  the  prisoners  in  all  th« 
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«|nrtmeDts.     This  evil  would  be  greatly  diminished  by  a  law  requir- 
ing that  there  should  be  doubjie  doors  to  each  apartment 

There  is  frequently  a  gieat  want  of  cleauliness,  breeding  vermin ; 
which  would  be  mostly  prevented  by  whitewashing  every  apartment, 
throughout,  floor  and  wails,  once  a  mouth.  The.  Boston  Jsal,  which 
is  generally  crowded  with  prisoners,  many  of  them  from  the  lowest 
parts  of  the  city,  has  an  unusual  appearance  of  cleanliness  from  the 
observance  of  Uiis  rule. 

The  County  Prisons,  in  the  large  cities,  have  usually  s  hurge  num- 
ber of  fenalea  in  them  ;  and,  in  most  cases,  they  are  not  under  the 
care  of  a  matron.  From  an  experiment  made  in  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion in  Boston,  as  well  as  from  an  experiment  made  in  th^  female  de- 
partment of  flic  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  it  is  obviouS  that  female 
convicts  can  be  kept  in  much  better  order,  and  made  to  work  to  much 
greater  advantage,  under  the  care  of  a  matron,  than  under  the  care  of 
t  man.  There  are  other  reasons  in  favor  of  this  measure,  which  are 
made  more  obvious  by  abuses  which  have  been  discovered,  where  a 
matron  is  not  introduced.  It  is  sufficiently  apparent  that  th^re  should 
he  a  matron  in  every  Prison,  where  there  are  fifteen  or  more  female 
convicts. 

The  Jails  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washing- 
ton, Richmcmd,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  are  great  schools  of 
rice,  in  which  are  generally  from  700  to  1000  persons  corrupting  each 
odier.  Several  are  lodged  in  the  same  room ;  there  is  in  most  of 
them  an  easy  communication  between  the  different  rooms,  and  no 
attempt  is  noMide  to  prevent  it ;  and  if  it  was,  evil  communication  could 
not  be  prevented  between  those  in  the  same  room.  The  numu<5r  of 
persons  committed  to  these  Prisons  annually  may  be  estimated  at 
right  thousand ;  among  whom  are  many  children  and  youth  :  to  some 
of  whom  an  irrepai-able  injury  is  done.  Many  others  are  imprisoned, 
bat  not  condemned,  and  are  finally  discharged  without  bill  or  witness. 
The  amount  of  moral  evil  is  great,  which  would  be  prevented  if  they 
could  aO  b^  confined  in  Prisons  so  constructed  as  to  be  kept  still,  and 
alone,  and  saved  from  corrupting  each  other. 

The  County  Prisons,  to  a  vast  extent  in  this  country,  are  not  visited 
rvi^larl  J  by  ministers  and  Christians,  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during  the 
week.  We  therefore  repeat  our  earnest  desire,  that  a  benevolent 
association  ipay  be  formed  for  this  purpose  in  every  city  ftnd  village 
where  Uiere  is  a  Prison.  This  subject  is  not  beneath  ihe  notice  of 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  beneath  the  notice  of 
his  disciples.  The  duty  is  connected  with  the  formation  of  that  cha- 
racter^ wtuch  he  has  promised  to  approve  in  the  day  of  iudgment,  and 
the  neglect  of  it  with  that  which  he  will  condemn.  Will  it  not,  then, 
be  a  sufficient  reward  to  any  one,  who  engages  in  this  duty,  to  hear 
&e  Saviour  sar,  ^^  /  urns  sick^  and  in  Prism,  and  ye  visited  in«  ;"  and  a 
severe  reproof  to  a)I  who  have  neglected  the  du^,  while  living  in  the 
vieinitT(/a  Prisoiu  ^^  I  was  sicL  wd  in  Pman.mdye  mtt^etf  im  mot." 
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YICB-FRB81DENTS. 
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Ret.  EDWARD  BEECHER, 
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John  Tappan,  $30 

Henry  Homes,  30 

Georffe  J.  Homer,  30 

Henry  Hill,  30 

John  C.  Warren,  30 

John  Randall,  30 

Francis  C.  Gray,  50 

William  Ropes,  30 

Ann  McLean,  30 

John  C.  Gray,  30 
Thomas  L.  Winthrop,    30 

Catharine  Codman,  30 

Israel  Mtinson,  30 

Thomas  Vose,  30 

Amos  Lawrence,  30 

Abbot  Lawrence,  30 

Charles  Jackson,  30 
William  Worthington,  30 


LIFB   MEMBERS, 

Francis  Parkman,        $30 

Robert  G.  Shaw,  30 
Thomils  Wurglesworth,  30 

Charles  R.  Coidman,  30 

George  C.  Shattock,  30 

PaUick  T.  Jackson,  30 

James  Jackson,  30 

John  Lowell,  30 

William  H.  Elliot,  30 

Samuel  A.  Elliot,  30 

Charles  Lowell,  30 

Andover. 

Ebeneser  Porter,  30 

Leonard  Woods,  30 

Doreh^^er,  Mom. 

John  Codman,  30 

JfewburyfMfrt. 

William  Bartlett,  30 

Moses  Brown,  30 


Hemy  Wright,  $30 

WiiUamstown, 

Edward  D.  Griffin,  50 

PUtsJidd, 

Edward  A.  Newton,  30 

Tkoma»tatB%t  Me, 

Daniel  Rose,  30 

J^ew  York  CUy. 

Richard  Varick,  30 

William  W.  Wpolsej,  30 

Arthur  Tappan,  30 

Fisher  How,  30 

William  Chambers,  30 

Peterboro\  JV.  F.. 

Gerrit  Smith,  30 

UtUa, 

Samuel  Stockings  30 

Abm.  Yariek,  90 
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ANNtJAL   SUBSCRIBERS. 


BoitmL 

Jonah  Bunfltead,  f  10 

Jonah  P  Bumitetd,  10 

Sunnel  Fnin,  10 

EdfDUBfl  Monroe,  10 

Lewit  Tappan,  5 

Edwird  Reynolds,  5 

Junes  Memns,  5 

Beojamin  GuUd,  5 
John  Tupaiii  (fyr  5  yn.)  5 

John  JenHet,  5 

Jonah  P.  Fhffg,  •  5 

AiaWini,  2 

T.  R.  Marvin,  2 

Charles  aoTeland,  2 

Jeremiah  Evarts  2 

Rofiu  Anderson,  2 

Moses  Grant,  2 

OtisDanieU,  21 

James  Mellodfe,  2 

iwu;ManafieM,  2 

Jaows  Clap,  2 

Stephen  Sewall,  2 

John  GdUTer,  2 

Seoben  Voae,  2 
James  Lorin^, 
Jam^  D.  Kiuvwles, 
£oti^  Lincoln 
CWoyn  Brewster, 
Aboor  Phjlps, 
Henrj  Edwards, 
Andrew  Bradahaw, 
Abiel  Chandler, 
Hardj  Ropes, 
LeTiBartlett, 
Ikvid  Francis, 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Peter  O.  Thacher, 
John  Benson 
Jolin  &)ullivan, 
Jonatlian  Carleton, 
Charles  Waterman, 
llazen  Morse, 
John  WiUhuns, 
Charles  Bcudder, 
Harrison  Gray, 
James  Howe, 
Amasa  C.  Psxke, 
Daniel  Ciunminffs, 
Thomas  A.  Da\  is, 
tfamuel  Gilbert, 
Z.  B.  Adams, 
Jei&ey  Richardson, 
sStophen  Poirbanks, 
Josnua  P.  Blanchard, 
Charles  Stoddard, 
William  T.  Eustis, 
Georf^e  Odiome, 
Elias  Maynard, 
Frederic  T.  Gray, 
Lemuel  P.  Grosvenor, 
Jno.  Baker, 
Charles  Tappan, 
Stephen  Foisenden, 
Danio.l  Noyes, 
Samuel  Perkins, 
Hemon  Lincoln, 
Barnabas  T.  Loiring, 
Enoch  Hale, 
Ward  Jackson, 
Asa  Rand, 

William  J.  Hubbard, 
G.  V.  H.  Foroes, 


1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Jacob  Bancroft,  f9 

George  Rogers,  2 

Edward  Wigglesworth,  2 

Eliphalet  Kimball,  2 

WuUain  Adams,  2 

Hodges  Reed,  2 

John  S.  Fuller,  2 

Ephraim  Dana  2 

Charles  WiUey,  2 

Ghayles  Atwood,  S 

Simeon  Palmer,  S 

Chester  Adkms,  S 

William  ¥L  Lovejoy,  2 

William  Blaahmd,  2 

Springfidd, 

George  Bliss,  Esq.  2 

JfewiurypoH, 

Joseph  8.  Pike,  2 

John  S.  Peanott,  2 

Portland,  Me. 

John  Howe,  2 

WiUiam  Hyde,  2 

Nathaniel  Cross,  2 

Honry  Smith,  2 

Willkdi  Oznard„  2 

Joseph  Owen,  2 

WiUiam  C.  MHchell,  2 

Providence^  R.  L 

Francis  Waylsbd,  it.  2 

JVeio  York  City, 

Peter  LorilUrd,  2 

John  PinUrd,  2 

Qenrd  HaUock,  2 

South  Carolina. 
Herman  Blodget,  (paid 

6  years,)             ^  .2 


Boston.  I 
AFriead,                ftTO  00 

Nathaniel  WiUis,  25  00 

Benrv  Homes,  20  00 

A  Pnend,  20  00 

s^oel  Hobbard,  20  00 

W  McLellan,  15  00 

Wph  Jenk'ms,  10  00 
SualT.  Armstrong,  10  00 

Kn  Salisbury,  10  00 

A  Friend,  10  00 

H«tff  Gray,  10  QQ 

TWu  Lord,  10  00 

U  Wheelwright,  10  00 

^  B  Jones,  10  00 

tteaeaer  Porker,  10  00 

Beniy  Rice,  lO  00 

Amos  Bioney,  10  00 

6«oi|e  J.  HTomer,  10  00 
SuBMl  Lawrence,      5  00 

George  Dennie,  5  00 

fiunslMay,  5  00 

WiOiua  drown.  5  00 

APrind,  6  00 


DONATIONS. 

William  Bond,  $5  00 

A  Friend,  5  00 

Joseph  Hall,  5  00 

Isaac  Donforth,  5  00 

John  C.  Pinoctor,  '5  00 

A  Friend,  5  OQ 

Stephen  Badlam,  5  00 

A  Friend,  3  00 

A  Friend,  2  00 

Casli,  2  00 

A  Friend,  2  00 

Cash,  2  00 

Edward  Boecher,  2  00 

Andover, 

Samuel  Farrar,  10  00 

Slockbridge. 

H.  W.  Dwight,  5  00 

J^twhuryport. 

John  Pettingef],  5  00 

Portlandf  Me. 

A  Friend,  10  00 

Charles  Blanchard,  5  00 

David  Dana,  5  00 

John  Goe,  5  00 


R.  MitcheU>  $5 

Cram  &»  Cohoone.      5 

C.  E.  B.  5 
Cash,  5 
A  Friend,  3 
Royal  Lincoln,  2 
James  Huse,  3 
John  Bartels,  3 
A  Friend,  2 
W.  Wood,  2 
A  Friend,  2 
E.  Hayes,  1 
E.  Farley,  1 

D.  Griffith,  1 
Cash,  1 
A.  Ctunming,  1 

JVew  York  City. 
Richard  Variok,        30 
Cash  received  in^ 
School-room  No.  I  ^s 
1,  besides  Sub.  oft^ 
R  L.  Swan,         j 
Frederic  Sheldon,      10 
James  jif  ilnor,  10 


00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

$ 

oo 

00 
00 
00 
00 

00 


00 

00 
fill 
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F.  Olmiteaa,  f  10  Oe 

GwTge  Newbold,  10  00 

Wilbam  Chester,  10  00 

John  W.  Leatht,  10  00 

Eitwtiu  EUsworth,  10  00 
Joel  Poet,                 '  10  00 

D.  S.  Swan,  10  00 

J.  Cram,  5  00 

W.  Torrey,  5  00 

X  F.  BUfls,  5  00 

baac  ColUna,  5  00 

Jamef  Kent,  5  00 

John  Griacom,  5  00 

£.  White>       .  5  00 

H.  Andrewa,  5  00 

R.  C.  Cornell,  5  00 

J.  Nitehia,  6  00 
Wm.  A.  Tomlinaon,   5  00 

Frederic  T.  Peet,  5  00 

Peter  A.  Jay,  5  00 

L.  Holbrook,  5  00 

WUUam  .Green,  Jr.  5  00 

Abijah  Fiaher,  5  00 

Thomaa  Cook,  5  00 

Charles  Starr,  5  00 

R.  T.  Haines,  5  00 

Cash,  4  00 

R.  O.  Dwight,  3  00 

R.  J.  llutiihinscm,  3  00 

H.  P.  Robertson,  3  00 

J.  Chandler,  3  00 

J.  R.  Hurd,  3  00 

George  M.  Traoy,  3  00 

John  Smith,  2  00 

Cash,  2  00 
William  ^^^nterton.  2  00 

A.  Maclay,  2  00 

Cyrus  Mason,  ^  00 

Eleaser  Lewd,  2  00 

George  GalUgher,  2  00 

S.  Cox,  2  00 

R.  J.  Seward,  2  00 

H.  D.  Sedgwick,  2  00 

T.  Dwight,  2  00 

J.  Piatt,  2  00 

William  P&tton,  2  00 

Austin  Dickenson,  2  00 

Absalom  PMers,  2  00 

John  C.  Brigham,  2  00 

R.  M.  Blatehford,  2  00 

D.  M.  Moore,  2  00 


H.  AvBiill, 
Calvin  W.  How, 
A.  P.  Halsey, 
W.  Moraw, 
D.  Fanshaw, 
Cash, 

Theodore  Clark, 
W.  Targe, 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 


00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


50 
Ebeneaer  T.  White,    1  00 


A.  Spooneri  (1  00 

^^hrk,  100 

InnisL  1  00 

Jno.  Daugnty,  .    50 

Jno.  Meor,.-  50 

Cash,  50 

Cash,  for  Report,  37 
EUzabetfUownf  IT.  J. 


Cash,  1 

H.  G.  Uffbrd,  1  00 

Stephen  Shepard>  1  00 

Samuel  Cary,  1  00 

E.  B.  Sackett,  1  00 

B.  S.  Heodric,  1  00 

E.  Brudhonunerey  1  00 

Cash,  1  00 

Cash,  1  00 

George  Smith,  1  00 

Samim  L.  Kennedy,  1  00 
William  Kenworthy,  1  00 

W.  D.  C.  1  00 

A  Friend,  1  00 

Cash,  1  00 

8.  Richards,  60 

Joseph  Moore,  50 

A.  Wade,  50 

Cash.    A  Friend,  50 

Samuel  Sowden,  50 

Cosh,  25 

E.  S.  1  00 
J.  C.  1  00 
Enos  Price,  1  00 
H.  Page,  50 
James  Ross,  60 
John  Woodrufie,  25 
Donation,  85 

r.  Sands,  3  00 

A.  Van  Sinderen,  3  00 

H.  B.  Pierpont,  3  00 

Z.  Lewis,  3  00 

N.  Sanibrd,  1  00 

A.  Graham,  1  00 

Charles  Daughty,  1  00 

S.  Butler,  1  00 

Cash,       *  1  00 

F.  C.  Tucker,  I  00 
P.  W.  RadcUff,  1  00 
A.  S.  Marvin,  1  00 
E.  y.  Howland,  1  00 


„  ^8.  P.  Britot,  2  00 

00  'James  Cram,  2  00 

Smith  Pynf,  2  00 

E.  K.  2  00 

John  McDowell,  1  00 

O.  8.  HalsCed,  1  00 

David  Mai^e,  1  00 

AetoArik,  JVl  J. 
Goble  Sl  ISiomas,     10  00 
The.  Freelingbeysen,  8  00 
C.  H.  Shrpman,  5  00 

George  Ne|so%  5  00 

[Cash,  5  M 

'John  Tayl«r,  5  00 

James  ^rtaiu.  5  00 

Alexander  M.Taylor, 5  6} 
Aaron  Beaeh.  3  (» 


I 


Beaeh, 

8ilas  Condit,  3  •• 

Robert  Mansfield,  3 

Isaac  Nichols,  3 

Cash,  3 

Philo  Sanibrd,  3  00 

Isaac  Baldwin,  3  00 

D.  Smith,  2  OH 

Ellison  Conger,  2  00 

Saiauel  Bddwin,  2  09 

James  Vanderpool,  2  OD 

David  Nichols,  2  OO 
Chari(9s  T.  Shipman,  2  00 

Asa  Whitehead,  2  09 

Joe.  C.  Homblower,  2  A 

C.  T.  Day,  2  <» 

Jno.  H.  Stephens,  2  00 

S.  H.  Pierion,  I'OO 

R.  M.C.    •  Ig 

G.  Crane,  1  tf 

J.  a.  GobU,  1  00 

C.  L  Graham,  1  M 

Archer  Gifbrd,  1  00 

WiUiam  Tuttle,  1  00 

Cash,  1  00 

David  T.  Hays,  1  00 


Gash  from  Josiah  Stebbens, 
boinff  the  sum  appropriated 
by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  ft&ne,  for  300  co- 
pies  of  the  first  annual  re- 
.port  of  thA  eooittty, 


60  00 


SUte  of  MMsachosetts  fcr  600  )  .e  qq 
copies  of  the  first  report,         { 


Cash'  received  from  th'e  tiogis- 
lature  of  New  Yoik,  fiir  250 
copies  of  the  first  tnnml 
report. 


50  00 


APPENDIX. 


817BJBCT8   OF  INQUniT  COMCBRNIHO  PRISONIk 

1.  SUwiHon,  In  it  near  a  town,  river,  or  other  buildings  f  What  is  the 
height,  lenffth,  &>c.  of  the  wall  ?  What  is  the  expense,  design,  number,  of 
the  Prison  Buildings ;  and  when  were  Uiey  erected  ? 

2.  Interior  of  the  Yard,  Is  it  dry,  paved,  watered  and  drained?  Are 
the  walls  whitewashed  ?  privies  and  drains  cleansed  ? 

3.  Day  Rooms,  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting, 
warming,  cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

4.  AI^U  CeUi.  What  is  Uie  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting, 
warming,  cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

5.  Hot^ffUal,  Wnat  is  the  salary  and  duty  of  the  IHiymcian,  and  how  is 
he  supplied  with  medicine  ?  What  is  the  character  and  compensation  of 
the  nurse?  What  is  the  number  of  deaths ;  and  of  what  diseases? 

6;  Officers,  Inspectors — their  number,  duty,  mode  of  appointment,  and 
compensation  ?  Keeper — ^his  name,  residence,  former  occupation,  charae* 
ter,  duties,  compensation,  time  of  holdiug  his  office?  Turnkeys— their 
number,  duty,  salary  ?  ^ 

7.  Prisoners,  Their  number,  age,  colour,  aez,  nativity,  crime,  sentence, 
frequency  of  conviction  ? 

8.  Admission  qf  Prisoners,  As  to  cleanliness,  clothing,  fees  and  gar- 
nish? 

9.  Admission  of  Prisoners^  Friends,  Who  are  admitted,  at  what  hours, 
and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

10.  Admission  of  Visihrs,    On  what  condition,  and  bv  whom  attended? 

11.  Moral  J^reettment,    Classification,  instruction,  and  employment  ? 

12.  Punishments^  By  solitary  confinement,  chains,  stripes,  or  aU^ 
them? 

18.  Relifious  Instruction,    Of  the  chapel — ^its  size  and  regulations  ?  Of 
the  chaplam — his  character,  residence,  duties,  and  compensation?  Of  the  ' 
bible — number,  mode  of  distribution ;  effects,  whother  good  or  bad ;  pe- 
rused or  neglected ;  preserved  or  destroyed  ? 

14.  Exercise,    When,  where,  and  under  what  circumstances? 

15.  Food,    Its  quantity,  quality,  mode  and  time  of  distribution  ? 

16.  Ctoihing,  How  much,  by  whom  supplied,  bow  oilen  changed  and 
cleansed? 

17.  Cleanliness,  Is  it  daily  ?  Are  soap  and  towels  furnished  ?  Can  the 
prison  dress  be  washed?  How  often  do  they  shave  and  Cut  iheir  hair  ?  Is 
there  a  bath,  and  how  often  is  it  used  ? 

18.  Disdutrfe  of  the  Prisoners,  At  what  time  in  the  day  ?  With  what 
means  of  providing  for  themselves  ?  With  clothing  or  money  ? 

19.  Vices  of  Prisoners,  What  are  they?  Any  drunkenness,  gambling, 
profane  swearing,  fighting,  combinations  against  society,  insurrections, 
false  keys,  weapons  x>f  death  ?  Any  rum,  cards,  instruments  of  mischief, 
newspapers,  plates  to  make  counterfeit  bills,  or  dies  and  presses  to  alter 
them  ?  Any  counterfeit  coin  and  moulds  ?  Any  good  or  bad  money  ?  Any 
oases  of  punishment  for  unnatural  crime  ?  How  ax%  these  things  done 
without  discovery?  How  are  prohibited  articles  obtained?  Where  are 
they  concealed  ?  What  is  the  effect  of  the  system  on  the  character  ? 


SECOND  BEPOBT— 1827.  143 


FOOO  or  PBISOlfBM, 

h  Nkw  HaumMrt — ^14  ounces  of  beef  salted,  1 1-4  lbs.  of  lye  sad 
bditn  bread,  and  a  sufficient  q^uaotity  of  potatoes,  ivnd  poriidj^e  made  of 
Wans  or  peas,  for  supper.    This  is  the  daily  food  without  variation.    It  is 

iple  and  cheapo  and  has  proved  very  healthy. 


£i  Vtmumt  there  is  no  ration.  The  prisoners  are  allowed  to  eat  as 
ouch  wholesQOio  food  as  they  want. 

b^MuMckntsdU^  the  break&st  and  supper  is  three  gUls  of  Indian  meal 
Bade  into  mush  ^  or  half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread,  and  half  a  gill  of  mo- 
bases  or  two  giUs  of  milk.  Dinner,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday  and 
Sabbath,  14  ox.  of  coarse  meat  made  into  soup,  half  a  pint  of  potatoes,  and 
half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread.  Dinner  on  Wednesday,  half  a  pound  of 
coarse  bread,  half  a  pint  of  oeas  or  beans,  and  half  a  pound  of  salted  pork. 
Dinner  on  Monday  and  Friday,  half  a  pound  of  salted  fish,  with  one  ounce 
of  Imtter  or  lard,  and  half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread,  and  a  pint  of  potatoes. 
Tbe  djdnk  of  the  prisoners  is  water  and  small  beer.  The  Warden  is 
alloved  to  vary  tbe  breakfast  and  supper  on  the  Sabbath. 

h  Conneeiicmij  the  ration  is  3-4  lb.  of  pork  or  1  lb.  of  beef,  1  lb.  of 
isead,  9  1-2  lbs.  of  polatoes  or  8  gills  of  peas  or  beans,  and  1  pint  of 

eider. 

h  Mho  ToHk  cafy,  the  ration  is  1  lb.  of  coarse  fresh  beef  five  times  a 
week^  1  lb.  of  rwe  flour  per  dav,  of  the  best  qualitv,  1-2  lb.  of  mess  pork 
oaee  a  week,  X^  lb.  of  salted  fish  once  a  week,,  and  3  pecks  of  potatoes  to 
100  rations.    Sesides  theso,  there  are  several  other  small  articles. 

JH  JhAumj  the  ration  is  8  ox.  of  pork  or  12  oz.  of  salt  beef,  10  oz.  of 
Te  floor,  6  oz.  of  Indian  meal,  1-2  a  gill  of  molasses,  and  for  every  100 
ntions  2  quarts  of  peas,  1-2  lb.  of  popper,  2  1-2  bushels  of  potatoes,  1 
^sart  ef  ?inegau%  4  quarts  of  sidt ;  pork  and  salt  beef  furnished  alternately 
each  tiuee  dajra^  and  fresh  beef  once  a  week. 

h  Mtw  Jiarw^fr^l  lb.  of  bread,  1  vill  of  m(dasses,  1-2  Ih.  of  beef,  per 
^>  This  is  cooked  in  common,  wil^  1-2  bushel  of  potaU/%  and  a  su£- 
eient  quantity  of  cabbage  to  make  a  good  soup.  The  prisoners  have  also 
^  the  Sabbath  a  herring  for  dinner ;  and  every  evening  a  bowl  of  mash. 
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OF  TUB 


ll^timn  "Bintiplint  SbittUin* 


in.  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Paisoir  DisciPLune  Societt. 

Akt.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
p^Se  Prisons. 

A».  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
fanution  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
ud  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in  the 
ftcond  irticle  of  this  Constitution.  <« 

AftT.  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
toxffiuy  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
^^vva,  ID  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  spedal  attention  from  this 

A&T.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

'Ut.  6.  Each  subecriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 

U. 

AiT.  7.  Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  6!.aii  be  a  Director. 
Akt.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
Py^nt  increase  his  orieinal  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director 

Abt.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  as  many  Vice- Presidents 
e  'inll  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  annually, 
si  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Wiety.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom  nine 
^  reside  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  One  fourth 
?Kft  of  the  whole  number,  in  the  order  of  appointment,  shall  go  out  of  office  at  the 
^idoQ  of  each  year,  but  shall  be  re-eligible. 

E^ery  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
'I'Ciect  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
^  luy  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

AxT.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
<i  officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

^BT.  n.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Beard  of  Managers. 

Ait.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  h«:ld  in  Boston,  on  the 
^^v  succeeding  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as 
r^cniitd  in  the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and 
^  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

^T.  13.  The  Managers  shall  meet,  once  in  two  months,  or  oftener  if  necessary, 
V  «ach  place,  in  the  City  of  Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

^AT.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
<*•  ft  hii  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the 
|We  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  member  as  shall  be 
^??(^iot6d  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

•^T.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
***«ue  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 
^  iJoard. 

Ait.  1(i.  The  minutes  of  every  meetfaag  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

AftT.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
*j*^r  rendered  essential  serrices  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Directors 
h  Ufe. 

^T.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Society, 
ii  3n  amuial  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


AlflfUAL  MEETING! 


Tn  meedng  for  business,  wss  held  Hay  90,  at  the  Vestry  in 
Haaofer  Church,  Boston,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  H. 

The  Rev.  WILLIAM  JENKS,  D.  D. 

ae  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair.  After  opening  the  meeting 
vith  prayer,  the  Treasurer's  Report,  together  with  the  certificate  of 
its  correctness  by  the  Auditors,  was  read  and  accepted.  The  Treas- 
V€i  presented  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of 
t^ks  passed  for  his  faithful  services  from  the  formation  of  the 
Society.  The  Officers  were  then  elected  and  the  Society  adjourned 
to  meet  in  the  Church,  at  4  o'clock,  and  hear  the  Report  of  the  Han- 
>pR,  and  addresses. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  The 
KcT.  Dr.  Jeiocs  took  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Asa  Rand  addressed 

^c  throne  of  grace.      The  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the  Re- 

?ort. 

"Hie  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
*'3ich  he  supported  by  an  address — Resolved,  That  the  Report  which 
^  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Managers  to  be 
P^ted.  This  resolution  was  seconded  in  an  address  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
^ooTE,  of  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Vr.  6.  V.  H.  Forbes,  offered  the  second  resolution,  which  he  sus- 
liiBed  by  an  address. — Resolved,  That  the  objects  of  the  Prison 
^scipiine  Society  merit  the  more  extended  and  favorable  regard  of 
^Church  of  Christ.  Rev.  Mr.  Vaill,  of  Brimfield,  seconded  the 
'•wlutkm. 

1*he  Key.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Glastenbury,  Conn,  and  Mr.  Artem as 
^^^uiD,  Agent  of  the  Massachusetu  Sabbath  School  Union,  made 


interesting  statements  respecting  the  moral  and  religious  condition  o( 
the  prisoners  at  W.ethersfield,  Ct.  with  which  they  had  been  made 
acquainted  on  visiting  the  Prison. 

The  Rev.  Joy  H.  Fairchild,  of  South  Boston,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  and  made  an  address. — Resolved,  That  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  this  Society,  is  consolatory  evidence 
of  the  favor  with  which  it  is  regarded  by  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and 
demands  our  fervent  gratitude  to  him,  who  "  was  sent  to  proclaim 
liberty  to  the  captivy,  and  the  opening  of  the  Prison  to  them  that  are 
bound."     This  resolution  was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Asa  Rand. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  op  the  Prison  Discipline  Societt,  acknowl- 
edge with  gratitude  the  kindness  of  God.  Not  one  of  its  officers,  and 
0D]y  two,  among  nearly  four  hundred  of  its  friends  and  benefactors, 
hafe  died,  during  the  last  year.  Life  has  been  remarkably  preserved, 
also,  in  several  institutions  which  this  Society  presents  as  models  for 
imitation.  In  the  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in 
Boston  and  New  York,  among  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifly  in- 
mates, not  one  has  died.  And  in  the  Penitentiaries  at  Auburn,  Sing 
Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  the  bill  of  mortality  affords  singular  evidence 
of  the  connexion,  which  God  has  instituted,  between  cleanliness,  in- 
dustry, temperance,  and  a  salutary  restraint  upon  the  passions,  with 
kealth  and  life.  In  these  institutions,  occupied,  at  the  present  time, 
by  more  than  one  thousand  convicts,  the  deaths  have  not  exceeded 
ooe  to  fifty :  while  in  some  other  Prisons,  in  consequence  of  filth, 
^h,  and  licentiousness,  the  deaths  have  exceeded  one  to  eighteen, 
and  in  others  one  to  twelve.  We  acknowledge  with  dread  these 
&0WD8  of  a  holy  Providence,  by  death,  on  Prisons  of  a  bad  character, 
and  praise  the  Lord  for  his  mercies  to  those,  which  are  pure  and  of 
^ood  report.  If,  therefore,  in  regard  to  those  improvements,  which 
lave  already  been  made,  in  the  condition  of  the  lowest  and  most  hope- 
ie59  part  of  the  human  family,  we  already  see,  that  the  ravages  of  death 
may  be  stayed  by  a  little  benevolent  attention,  what  cannot  be  accom- 
plished for  all  the  lower  classes  of  society,  by  the  patient,  laborious, 
ind  united  exertions  of  all  the  friends  of  God  in  this  age  of  combined 
Z3it\  powerful  action.  We  arc  constrained  to  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
eoodness,  in  consequence  of  what  we  have  seen  of  his  mercies  to  the 
pu>r  and  wretched,  while  his  people  are  only  beginning  to .  consider 
their  condition  :  and  we  would  receive  encouragement  from  these  acts 
cf  his  providence,  as  well  as  from  the  declaration  of  his  word,  ''Bles- 
sed is  he  that  considereth  the  poor."  In  grateful  praise,  and  deep 
Laniility,  we  offer  this  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord,  and  consecrate 
oorselves  renewedly  to  his  service,  in  that  department  of  benevolent 
exertion,  which  this  Society  was  formed  to  occupy. 

The  constitution  provides  in  the  second  article,  that  '*  it  shall  be 
the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of  Prisons." 
To  show  in  part  what  has  been  done,  and  what  remains  to  be  dont^ 
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for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  Managers  present,  under  the 
following  arrangement,  their  Third  Annual  Report. 

What  has  been  done  to  prevent  evil  communication  in  Prisons  ? 

What  has  been  done  to  provide  for,  and  communicate  proper  in- 
struction ? 

What  has  been  done  to  diminish  the  current  expenses  of  Prisons  ? 

What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from  the  system  of  prison 
discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduced? 

What  important  Prisons  in  this  country  remain  unimproved  ? 

What  is  the  history  of  the  troubles  in  the  Prison  at  Charlestoicn, 
during  the  last  winter  ? 

What  are  the  future  prospects  of  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia? 

What  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe  concerning  prison  disci- 
pline in  America  ? 

What  are  the  great  points  of  difference  and  coincidence,  in  Eu- 
rope and  America,  in  regard  to  prison  discipline  ? 

What  is  done  in  foreign  countries,  in  this  department  of  benevo- 
lent exertion  ? 

What  valuable  documents  on  this  subject  have  been  published  in 
America,  during  the  last  year  ? 

What  funds  have  been  collected,  and  how  have  they  been  appro- 
priated, by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  ? 

What  has  been  done  to  prevent  evil  communication  in 
Prisons  ?  ^ 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  important  improvements  hare 
been  made  in  the'  construction  of  Prisons.  To  show  how  important 
these  improvements  are,  the  following  fact  may  be  stated :  When  the 
operations  of  this  Society  commenced,  about  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  four  convicts,  in  nine  of  the  principal  Prisons  in  this 
country,  were  lodged,  at  night,  in  about  two  hundred  and  iifleen 
rooms ;  i.  e.  on  an  average  more  than  ten  in  a  room.  In  these  night 
rooms  were  taught  the  arts  of  picking  pockets  and  picking  locks ;  of 
burning  houses  and  breaking  stores ;  of  making  or  procuring  and  cir- 
culating counterfeit  notes  and  coin ;  of  horse  stealing,  highway  robbery 
and  murder.  In  one  word,  without  proceeding  further  in  die  detail, 
**  every  right  principle  was  eradicated,  and  every  base  one  instilled." 
If  atiy  persons  are  desirous  to  know  more  on  this  subject,  we  refer 
them  to  the  First  and  Second  Reports  of  this  Society,  which  contain 
the  facts  of  which  we  are  possessed,  so  far  as  it  has  been  deemed  ex- 
pedient  to  publish  them. — How  far  the  remedy  has  been  applied  for  so 
great  an  evil  we  proceed  to  show  : 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  we  learn  from  Dr.  Rose,  the  keeper,  that 
authority  has  been  granted  by  the  Legislature,  to  increase  the  number 
of  cells  till  they  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  separate  confinement  of  any 
probable  number  of  convicts.  These  cells  are  in  the  form  of  pits,  en- 
tered with  a  small  ladder,  which  is  removed  afler  the  convict  has  de- 
scended, throusrh  a  grated  iron  door  from  the  top.     The  area  over  tlie 


eeUs  is  80  connected  with  the  guard  room,  as  to  admit  of  sufficient 
cootrol,  after  the  men  are  confined  at  night,  by  proper  rigilance  on 
tbe  part  of  the  watchmen.  When  these  cells  are  sufficientlj  increased 
in  oamber,  to  separate  the  c(m?icts,  which  we  understand  will  be  done 
during  the  present  season,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  keepers,  if  evil 
aNnmanication  is  not  prevented  at  night.  Till  this  is  done,  the  con- 
tafflinating  vices  of  Prisons  will  be  communicated  at  night  in  the  Prisoo 
of  Maine. 

In  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  no  provision  has  been  made  for 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  therefore,  not  only  the  conipicts,  but 
the  nosuspecting  citizens  must  sufier  the  consequences,  which  will 
be  sufficiently  deprecated  by  those  who  suffer  under  them ;  though 
iJiey  may  not  trace  the  connexion  between  the  evil  and  the  destructive 
commonication  in  the  night  rooms  of  their  State  Prison. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  new  Prison,  for  which  provision  was  promptly 
nade  by  the  Legislature,  on  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  more 
than  two  years  since,  is  now  building  within  the  yard  of  the  Prison  at 
Charlestown,  and  about  150  cells  of  the  three  hundred,  which  it  will 
contain,  are  completed.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
building,  during  the  last  two  months,  which  encourages  the  expecta- 
tioD,  that  it  will  be  completed,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  convicts, 
bHbre  the  ensuing  winter.  If  this  is  not  done,  another  year's  continu- 
ance of  the  evils  described,  two  years  since,  as  existing  in  the  night 
nxms  of  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  will  be  an  injury  to  the  convicts, 
>nd  to  the  world,  which  no  time  nor  money  can  repair.  If  any  doubt 
remain  on  this  subject,  let  a  pure  mind  be  placed  unperceived  by  the 
•de  of  that  Prison,  where  it  can  see  and  hear  what  is  said  and  done 
vithin  its  walls,  in  one  long  winter's  evening,  and  no  doubt  will  then 
lenoin.  A  holy  God,  for  twenty  years,  has  been  such  a  witness,  and 
Te  tremble  for  ourselves,  as  citizens  of  the  State,  lest  we  shall  be 
foQDd  partaker^  in  the  guilt  of  the  existence  and  unnecessary  continu- 
laceof  BQch  an  evil.  We  earnestly  entreat  the  proper  authorities  to 
^en  this  new  Prison  to  its  completion,  for  we  believe  the  convicts 
^  tbe  Prison,  and  the  good  pe<^le  in  the  State,  will  immediately  ex- 
perience the  benefit  of  it,  and  the  God  of  heaven  will  not  be  blas- 
phemed, and  the  creatures  of  his  power  prostituted,  and  the  purposes 
of  his  mercy  concerning  them  thwarted  as  they  have  been  in  the 
crowded  night  rooms  of  that  Prison. 

In  Connecticut,  Newgate  is  abandoned,  the  new  Prison  at  Weth- 
^^d  is  finished.  The  convicts  were  all  removed  to  it  in  Septem^ 
^,  and  placed  at  night  in  the  solitary  cells,  which  are  more  numerous 
t^  the  present,  or  any  probable  number  of  convicts.  The  stillness 
'^ihe  night  is  preserved  by  a  watchman,  walking  silently  in  front  of 
^  cells,  and  a  striking  contrast  is  here  found  to  the  oaths  and  bias- 
i^ies,  which  issued  from  the  old  night  rooms  at  Newgate. 

In  New  York,  at  Auburn,  the  cells  are  still  sufficiently  numerous 
^  %parate  the  convicts  at  night ;  though  the  number  of  convicts  has 
increased  to  more  than  five  hundred  and  fifty,  and  should  the  number 
Continue  to  increase  as  fast  in  the  coming  year  as  during  the  last 
.*^r,  the  Prison  will  suffer  in  its  character.  The  cause  of  this  rapid 
iiicrease  of  convicts,  at  Auburn,  is  not  a  sadden  and  melancholy  in- 
crease of  crime  ;  but  a  law  of  the  State  authorizing  several  counties 
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which  formerly  sent  their  convicts  to  New  York,  now  to  Bend  them  to 
Aaburn.  If  this  law  should  continue  in  force,  some  further  provision 
would  be  necessary,  in  this  admirable  Prison,  for  solitary  confinement 
at  night,  or  it  will  lose  the  high  character  which  it  now  so  well 
sustains. 

At  Sing  Sing,  great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  last  year, 
and  more  than  four  hundred  cells  are  finished.  All  the  convicts, 
except  the  females,  from  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  have 
been  removed  to  it:  and  though  the  number,  exceeding  five  hundred, 
is  so  grdat  as  to  make  it  necessary,  in  a  number  of  cells,  to  confine 
two  in  a  cell,  still  the  progress  in  the  building  is  so  rapid  as  to  provide 
in  all  probability,  on  or  before  the  first  of  August,  a  sufficient  number 
of  cells  for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night,  of  all  the  prisoners  from 
the  old  State  Prison  in  New  York.  This  is  a  change  so  important  in 
its  consequences,  that  other  States  besides  New  York  will  feel  its 
benefits.  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut,  particularly,  have  largely 
suffered  from  the  experienced  villains  trained  for  infamy  in  the  old 
State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  who  have  departed  from  it,  in  the 
capacity  of  horse  thieves,  robbers,  and  counterfeiters,  to  the  annoy- 
ance and  dismay  of  many  citizens  in  Newark  and  other  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  York.  The  training  of  men  for  such  a  course 
of  life,  which  was  found  in  the  old  Prison  in  New  York,  will  be 
greatly  diminished  in  the  solitary  cells  at  Sing  Sing;  so  that  the 
neighborhood  will  suffer  less  from  discharged  convicts;  though  it  is  to 
be  expected,  that  enough  will  remain  of  the  evil  to  convince  New 
Jersey  of  the  importance  of  building  a  Prison,  which  shall  be  a  place 
of  restraint  and  reformation,  and  not  like  its  present  Prison,  a  school 
of  vice.  If  New  York  has  a  Prison  like  that  at  Sing  Sing,  with  soli- 
tary cells,  and  New  Jersey  has  one  like  that  at  Lamberton,  without 
them,  there  will  be  an  immeasurable  difference  in  the  estimation  of 
old  convicts  in  favor  of  New  Jersey,  as  a  place  for  their  depredations. 
New  Jersey,  therefore,  will  find  it  necessary  to  build  a  new  Prison,  on 
the  plan  of  that  at  Sing  Sing,  or  become  a  place  of  resort  for  old  con- 
victs, who  well  understand  the  difference  between  solitary  confinement 
at  night  and  the  unrestrained  intercourse  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison. 

In  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue,  on  the  East  River,  near  New 
York,  no  change  having  been  effected  in  the  night  rooms,  they  have 
remained  so  crowded,  that  the  convicts  could  not  lie  down  upon  the 
floor  without  mingling  their  limbs  in  one  solid  mass;  so  that  the  physi* 
<yan,  who  was  called  to  visit  a  sick  person  in  one  of  the  rooms,  could 
with  difficulty  find  a  place  for  his  foot  on  the  floor.  Here  the  jail  fe- 
ver  was  again  generated  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  winter,  and 
has  raged  ever  since  with  more  malignant  and  fatal  consequences  than 
during  either  of  the  two  preceding  years.  A  letter  from  Dr.  J.  Woods, 
the  resident  physician,  addressed  to  the  city  government,  urging  the 
necessity  of  the  immediate  removal  of  the  convicts,  and  tracing  the 
causes  of  the  disease  to  the  crowded  and  filthy  night  rooms,  contains 
an  accurate  statement  of  its  ravages,  not  only  among  convicts,  but 
keepers  and  physicians,  during  the  last  three  years.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  his  letter,  under  date  April  15, 1828 ;  "  the  disease  has 
progressively  increased  each  succeeding  winter,  [i.  e.  of  the  three  in 
which  he  has  been  connected  with  the  institution.]      During  the  last 


winter,  it  has  prerailed  to  a  much  more  alarming  extent,  and  the  air  of 
th«  vbole  establishment  appears  to  be  infected.  The  disease  has  bro* 
keD  oQt  in  different  parts  of  the  Alms  House  and  Hospital,  as  well  as 
m  the  Penitentiary,  and  has  found  its  way  into  the  department  for  fe« 
ir.ilts,  where  its  fatality  has  been  really  melancholy :  women  dying  in 
%aDd  46  hours  after  confinement,  in  whom  were  exhibited  after  death 
l1  the  ravages  of  disease  of  a  week's  duration.  In  the  Penitentiary, 
between  one  and  two  hundred  ha?e  sickened,  or  about  one  to  three  of 
ie  nrhole  number.  In  three  years,  nin^eepers  and  one  matron  have 
uken  the  disease  :  five  of  this  number  have  died.  Of  twelve  physi* 
a&ns  in  the  establishment,  and  one  attending  physician,  during  the 
btin  mentioned,  ten  have  sickened  and  three  have  died.''  In  conse- 
quence of  the  communication  of  this  loathsome  disease,  as  here  stated, 
tinongthe  prisoners,  and  from  the  Prison  to  the  Alms  House  and  Ho^^ 
;ra],  arrangements  are  making  to  remove  the  prisoners,  and  cleanse 
!be  esubiisbroent.  It  is  believed,  that  it  will  be  done  before  this  dis- 
ease shall  be  again  communicated  with  the  return  of  another  winter,. 
i'roai  the  crowded  night  rooms  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue. 

Id  Philadelphia,  the  New  Penitentiary  is  not  yet  occupied ;  nor  has' 
noch  progress  been  made  in  the  building  within  the  last  year.  About 
(Qe  hundred  ceils  were  then  nearly  built;  but  they  are  not  yet  finished,. 
tid  the  building  of  no  more  has  been  commenced.  The  difficulty  is, 
ifBt  the  commissioners  of  the  I^egislature,  who  viere  appointed  two- 
jpars  ago  to  examine  the  new  Penitentiaries  in  Philadelphia  and  at 
Pjii*burg,  and  to  adapt  the  criminal  code  to  the  new  principles  of  pun- 
iibment  and  prison  discipline,  as  contemplated  in  these  establishments, 
i  e.  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  having  spent 
w  jear  in  the  examination  of  the  subject,  and  finding  so  many  doubts 
uid  difficulties  in  the  way  of  adopting  this  system,  asked  for  another 
!w,  that  they  might  be  prepared  either  to  sanction  or  oppose  this 
^'Mm.  Another  year  having  been  granted,  and  they,  havmg  visited 
'f'Tal  Penitentiaries,  and  collected  from  this  country  and  Europe, 
Hitpver  they  deemed  valuable  in  experience  on  the  subject,  pre- 
*'nted  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  a  voluminous  report,  in 
*^ich  they  declare  themselves  decidedly  adverse  to  the  principle  of 
J^iury  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  and  do  not  there- 
^^re  recommend  the  completion  of  the  New  Penitentiary  near  Phila- 
'^Ipbia  on  the  plan  originally  proposed.  They  express  themselves  as 
'^'cidedly  favorable  to  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  labor  by 
•^^y,  in  buildings  properly  constructed  for  this  purpose.  This  is  the 
F-nncipIe  acted  upon  in  nearly  all  the  improved  Prisons  in  Europe,  and 
^  all  the  new  Prisons  in  this  country,  except  that  at  Pittsburg,  and 
^w  is  the  principle  which  we  feel  it  our  duty,  in  view  of  all  the  infor- 
mation, which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  either  from  personal  ob- 
'^"^tion,  or  from  books,  to  recommend.  We  therefore  rejoice,  and 
^'Jiijratulate  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  that  a  Report  has  been 
prepared  and  published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  containing 
*^Hy  two  hundred  pages  of  most  valuable  information,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  different  countries  and  ages,  against  a  Prison,  which  the 
^  La  Payette  compares  to  a  Bastile ;  and  to  which  we  are  in- 
J^rmed,  by  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  a  majority  of 
'^t  body  are  decidedly  adverse.     The  weight  of  opinion  and  of  fac* 
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in  dus  country  and  in  Europe,  is  so  generally  and  decidedly  oppose^ 
to  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  that  we  sincerel| 
hope  it  will  be  abandoned  in  Pennsylvania,  the  only  one  of  the  United 
States  in  which  there  is  any  fear  of  its  being  introduced ;  and  that  the 
system  recommended  by  the  commissioners,  of  solitary  confinement  a^ 
night,  and  joint  and  classified  labor,  will  be  speedily  adopted  in 
buildings  conveniently  constructed  for  the  purpose,  within  the  walls  oi 
the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia.  This  may  now  be  done  with  less 
time  and  more  economy  than%ould  be  necessary  to  complete  the  Ne\^ 
Penitentiary,  on  tlie  original  plan :  which  is  evident  firom  the  following  ac^ 
curate,  but  very  surprising  statement  of  the  commissioners.  They  saj^ 
page  57  of  their  Report,  ''  as  a  fair  average  of  the  expense  of  a  Prison 
constructed  on  the  Auburn  plan,  we  may  estimate  the  cost  of  each  cel| 
at  $220 ;  while  the  expense  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia, 
independent  of  the  yard  wall,  we  have  estimated  at  the  lowest  amount, 
at  about  $1400  per  cell,  making  a  difference  of  eleven  hundred  and 
•  eighty  dollars  for  each  cell,  or  the  sum  of  $70  80  per  annum  for  each 
convict  in  the  Prison.  In  other  words  the  annual  expense  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  of  each  convict  confined  in  the  New  Penitentiary,  on 
the  system  of  solitary  confinement,  will  be  $70  80  cents  greater,  thani 
the  annual  expense  of  each  convict  in  Connecticut,  supposing  tbej 
earnings  of  their  labor  to  be  equal  in  each.''  This  difference  in  ex-| 
pense  arises  simply  from  the  difference  of*  interest  on  the  money,  whichj 
the  cells  cost.  In  view  of  such  facts,  we  have  reason  to  apprehcudj 
that  a  long  tiipe  will  elapse  before  thinking  men  will  appropriate 
money  to  finish  the  New  Penitentiary  on  the  original  plan,  while 
another  of  more  generally  approved  construction  can  be  erected  for 
less  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  expense.  If  the  change  should  be  made 
as  proposed  by  the  commissioners,  we  should  expect  in  two  years  to 
find  all  the  convicts  in  Philadelphia  lodged  in  separate  cells ;  if  not, 
we  fear  a  long  time  will  elapse,  before  the  oppressive  evils  of  the  Wal* 
nut  street  Prison  will  be  done  away.  In  another  part  of  the  Report, 
we  propose  to  give  a  condensed  view  of  the  Report  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  which  will  show  more  clearly, 
what  are  the  prospects  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  is 
rapidly  advancing  to  its  completion,  and  will  probably  be  ready  for  the 
reception  of  this  class  of  offenders  in  the  course  of  the  present  season. 
This  establishment,  when  finished,  will  contain  about  170  dormitories 
for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night  of  juvenile  delinquents  of  both 
sexes. 

The  foundation  of  the  new  building  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  is 
laid,  for  the  erection  of  which,  provision  has  been  made  by  the  appro- 
priation of  $.^0,000  in  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  and  the  building, 
containing  three  hundred  and  sixty  eight  separate  dormitories,  will 
probably  be  finished,  during  the  present  season.  The  plan  of  this 
building  is  peculiar,  and  if  some  improvements  of  which  it  is  suscepti- 
ble, and  which  have  been  suggested  to  the  building  committee,  should 
be  adopted,  the  keeper  supposes  that  it  would  be  as  valuable  as  that  at 
Auburn. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Bclfincr,  Esq. 
architect  of  the  public  buildings  in  Washington,  D.  C.  will  show  the 
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present  state  of  the  new  Penitenliary  in  that  city.  "  I  have  pleamire 
io  informing  you,  that  the  labors  of  the  last  season  have  brought  our 
Pefliteotiary  buildings  into  a  state  of  great  forwardness  :  the  principal 
baikiiBg,  covering  160  cells,  is  roofed  in — the  cells,  built  externally  of 
stone,  are  all  finished :  two  wings  are  also  finished,  including  rooms 
fif  keepers,  infirmary,  d&c.  and  the  wall,  enclosing  three  acres,  is 
aearij  complete.  A  committee  of  Congress  is  engaged  on  the  subject 
of  modifying  the  penal  laws  to  the  penitentiary  system,  and  I  hope 
ikjr  bill  wiU  be  carried  through  this  session." 
With  this  notice  of  the  new  Penitentiary  in  Washington  city,  we 
clott  the  statement  concerning  the  improvements  in  the  construction 
(^Prisons,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  evil  communication — and 
proceed  to  show. 

What  has  been  done  to  provide  for  and  communicate  proper 

RSTEUCnON  ? 

In  the  Maine  PriBon,  a  building  has  been  erected,  containing  a 
c^el  and  dining  hall ;  but  we  have  not  learned,  that  any  thing  has 
Tet  been  done,  agreeably  to  the  suggestion  of  the  keeper,  to  organize 
tSabbtth  achod,  or  to  increase  in  any  way  the  amount  of  instruction 
fi»iner]j  communicated  to  the  convicts.  So  far  as  we  are  informed, 
^  is  one  short  service  on  the  Sabbath ;  but  no  Sabbath  or  evening^ 
sciiool,  and  no  morning  and  evening  prayers,  with  reading  of  the 
Kriptores. 

Io  Vermont,  a  law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
*9Propriating  one  hundred  dollars,  annually,  in  addition  to  a  like  sum 
^«&re  granted,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  State  Prison  at  Wind- 
er, with  more  constant  and  systematic  religious  instruction. 

In  Massachusetts,  by  the  law  of  February,  1828,  the  chaplain  in  the 
PrinB  at  Charlestown,  is  to  receive  five  hundred  dollars  annually, 
^  the  State,  and  to  devote  all  his  time  to  his  appropriate  duties  in 
^  Prison.  The  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  who  has  been,  nearly  three 
)^  chaplain  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  has  received  the  appointment 
^^  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
^office. 

Io  Cboaecticut,  Moseb  C.  Pillsburt,  the  warden  of  the  new 
^fiaoo  at  Wethersfield,  in  addition  to  the  provision,  which  he  makes 
^•9  the  Sabbath  for  public  worship,  regularly  reads  the  scriptures  to  the 
'^nnbled  convicts,  every  morning  and  evening,  and  in  their  behalf, 
^en  prayers  to  the  Father  of  mercies.  He  is  besides,  faithful  in 
^^f^f  afiectionate  in  sickness,  and  lovely  in  his  christian  sympathies 
^*^*vds  those  committed  to  his  care,  without  losing  any  thing  in  his 
(i^pt  and  successful  attention  to  business,  and  discipline.  He  min- 
^-^  aathority  and  affection  in  his  government  and  instructions,  so  that 
^  principles  of  obedience  and  affection  fiow  almost  spontaneously 
^>nrds  him  from  the  hearts  of  convicts. 

In  New  York,  at  Auburn,  Mr.  Curtis,  the  chaplain,  continued, 
•«nngihe  last  year,  to  superintend  the  Sabbath  schobl,  consisting  of 
!•>  conricts,  taught  by  twenty  studente  fi-om  the  Theological  Semina- 
^;  to  preach  in  his  turn  in  the  chs^l ;  to  spend  the  afternoon  of  the 
°^th  in  private  instructicH),  and  faithful  admonition  from  cell  to  cell; 
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to  implore  a  blessing  when  the  convicts  were  assembled  for  breakfssi 
and  dinner ;  to  read  the  scriptures  and  oflfer  prayer  every  eveninj 
in  the  area  of  the  Prison,  in  frorft  of  the  cells,  after  the  convicts  we« 
locked  up  ;  and  to  visit  the  sick  in  the  hospital,  and  pray  with  then 
frequently,  if  not  daily. 

At  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  the  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  the  chaplain,  hai 
pursued  a  similar  course  of  instruction,  with  this  difference,  that  Mr 
Barrett  has  no  Sabbath  school,  preaches  every  Sabbath  himself,  faai 
two  religious  services  every  evening  on  each  side  of  the  Prison,  i( 
front  of  each  breast  work  of  cells.  The  Legislature,  in  consideralioi 
of  these  services,  have  authorised  the  commissioners  to  allow  th< 
chaplain  three  hundred  dollars  annually  from  the  treasury  of  the  State 

In  New  York  city,  the  Rev.  John  Stanford,  the  venerable  chap 
lain  of  the  humane  and  criminal  institutions,  has  continued,  at  thi 
advanced  age  of  nearly  fourscore  years,  to  fulfil  his  numerous  appoint 
ments,  at  the  State  Prison  at  Greenwich,  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue 
the  Bridewell  and': Debtors'  Jail. 

At  the  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  New  York,  the  inmate 
enjoy  the  instructions  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  two  public  religious  sei 
"vices  in  the  chapel  every  Sabbath ;  morning  and  evening  prayers  ever 
day,  with  a  short  and  appropriate  service  after  dinner,  intended  fo 
the  moral  improvement  of  the  children,  together  with  the  paternal,  ani 
constant  care  and  instruction  of  the  superintendent,  who,  like  a  fathei 
watches  his  opportunity  to  fulfil  the  pledge  which  he  gave  on  enterini 
the  institution,  when  he  said,  "My  dear  children,  I  have  sons  and 
have  daughters,  and  am  enabled  to  feel  for  you :  and  often  in  tn 
dealings  with  the  children  of  others,  solve  this  question  for  my  o\^ 
government,  '  how  should  I  like  my  child  to  be  dealt  with  under  simi 
lar  circumstances  V     This  rule  I  think  shall  govern  me  here." 

In  New  Jersey,  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  Prison  IHscipline  & 
ciety,  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  have  by  their  cop 
mittee  visited  the  State  Prison,  at  Lamberton,  every  Sabbath,  duriri 
the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  for  the  purpose  < 
conducting  religious  worship;  distributing  tracts,  and  visiting  (li 
convicts,  in  solitary  confinement.  For  the  better  accommodation  < 
those  engaged  in  this  service,  the  Legislature,  at  their  last  sessioi 
authorised  the  government  of  the  Prison  to  fit  up  a  spacious  room,  an 
appropriate  it  for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship.  The  committee  < 
the  Legislature  in  their  Report  on  the  subject,  respectfully  notice  th 
effort  of  the  Society  to  supply  the  Prison  with  religious  instruction. 

At  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  a  bible  class  has  been  regularly  il 
structed,  on  the  Walnut  street  side,  and  a  Sabbath  school,  on  tl 
Prune  street  side,  and  public  worship  has  been  attended  on  the  Sa 
bath ;  but  these  things  have  been  done  under  many  disadvantages  | 
construction  and  discipline,  and  have  not  been  followed  by  any  recruli 
religious  service,  such  as  reading  the  scriptures  and  prayer,  during  t| 
week.  I 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  the  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Epi 
copal  Church  have  continued  to  sustain  a  religious  service  on  tj 
Sabbath,  both  among  the  male  and  female  convicts,  once  a  day,  duri^ 
the  winter,  and  twice  a  day  during  the  summer.  Bat  in  a  Prison 
constructed,  wh"''»  ♦*''*  men  and  women,  after  public  worship,  instei 
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of  tedrmg  in  silence  to  their  lolitairy  cells,  nso  locked  up  in  large 
nambera  together,  and  left  to  their  evil  paasions,  their  songs  of 
obseeoitj  and  mirthi  or  their  curses  and  imprecations,  resound  from 
tbeir^ioomjr  walls,  and  the  truth,  which  has  been  dispensed,  is,  as 
has  b^n  well  said,  like  sparks  on  the  ocean  in  a  storm.  When  the 
Dev  PriaoD  is  done,  a  new  order  of  things,  proposed  by  the  keeper, 
will  be  instituted ;  in  which  the  religious  services  of  the  Sab'>ath  will 
be  immediately  succeeded  by  solitude  and  reflection,  and  during  the 
week,  if  possible,  by  oorresponding  religious  services  morning  and 
erening.  This  is  a  change  to  which  the  keeper  looks  forward,  with 
coofident  expectation  of  goo^. 

In  the  State  Prison  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  synod  of  the  Presbyte* 
nao  church,  connected  with  the  general  assembly,  resolved,  in  Octo- 
ier  last,  to  appoint  and  support  a  stated  preacher,  and  committed  the 
abject,  as  we  learn  from  the  Rev.  James  Hoob,  to  the  Board  of  Mis- 
30OS,  acting  under  their  authority.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  Mr. 
iiXEs  Chute,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cincinnati,  has  been 
^pointed,  and  has  entered  on  his  official  duties.  The  compensation 
liioved  him  is  $30  per  month.  As  the  synod  have  no  funds,  which 
i^j  can  appropriate  to  this  purpose,  they  have  agreed  to  raise  the 
^^ceas9xj  sum,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  the  personal  subscriptions  of 
tbe  ministers  who  are  their  members.  This  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
ffBod,  had  its  origin  in  the  encouragement  which  was  given  to  the 
Her.  Mr*  Hoge,  that  if  something  of  this  kind  could  be  done  in  Ohio, 
tbe  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Boston,  would  probably  assist  by  a 
c^^nbotion  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually. 

Thus  we  have  seen  what  has  been  done  to  provide  for  and  commu- 
a^ate  proper  instruction  in  Prisons  during  the  last  year,  and  proceed 
u  profX)8ed,  to  inquire, 

What  has  been  done  to  diminish  the  current  expenses  of 

PllSOHs  1 

The  new  Prison,  containing  97  convicts,  at  Wethersfield,  Conn,  the 
^iectors  say  in  their  Report  to  the  Legislature,  dated  April  10,  18i28, 
'  liaf  earned,  for  the  six  months  ending  on  the  31st  of  March,  1828, 
^som  of  $1,017  16,  over  and  above  the  expenses  of  its  management 
*M  SQi^rt,  which  may  be  considered  as  profits."  In  regard  to  this 
*^  directors  remark,  "  that  the  Prison  commenced  its  operations 
>'•  the  Tery  beginning  of  the  cold  season,  and  yet  during  the  short  days 
^  winter  months,  it  has  produced  this  result."  They  add,  **  if  this 
^^iment  thus  conducted,  under  circumstances  so  unfavorable  can 
^relied  on,  as  we  believe  it  may,  it  will  at  least  justify  the  opinion, 
^  no  &rther  demands  upon  the  treasury  will  be  necessary  to  sup- 
P<vt  the  establishment."  Governor  Tomlinson  says,  in  his  message 
i^tbe  Legislature  at  the  May  Session,  1828, "  it  is  confidently  believed, 
that  the  Prison  will  not,  after  it  shall  have  been  completed  and  furnisli- 
«(^,  occasion  any  further  expense  to  the  State.  If  this  anticipation 
*|i«ikl  prove  to  be  correct,  the  saving  to  the  State  will  in  a  short  pe-  / 
fnde((iulthe  whole  cost  of  the  establishment;  the  average  annual/ 
'^xpeaae  of  Newgate  Prison,  from  its  establishment  (in  1791,)  to  the  firsf 
'"f  April,  1826,  having  exceeded  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighf 
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dollars;"  which  amounts  daring  the  whole  period,  to  two  hundred  an^ 
four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  j 

In  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  the  inspectors  say  in  their  Report  t^ 
the  Legislature,  dated  January  5,  1828,  "such  has  been  the  improve 
ment  in  the  earnings  of  the  convicts,  and  such  the  diminution  of  paij 
dons,  we  are  of  opinion  that  no  further  appropriations  will  hereafter  \k 
necessary  to  support  this  Prison,  except  for  expenses  of  discharge^ 
convicts,  the  expenses  of  buildings  and  repairs,  and  the  transportation 
of  convicts."  These  items  of  expense,  it  is  obvious,  except  so  far  a| 
it  regards  the  repairs  of  buildings,  have  properly  no  connexion  wit^ 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Prison.  The' keeper  of  the  Prison,  Hon 
G.  Powers,  concurs  in  opinion  with  the  inspectors ;  and  says,  "  tbaj 
such  will  be  the  continued  increase  of  earnings,  that  no  further  appro 
priation  will  ever  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  convicts  in  thii 
Prison,  unless  in  case  of  some  unforeseen  calamity,  against  which  q< 
foresight  or  prudence  can  guard."  He  adds,  '^it  is  highly  gratify ini 
to  believe  that  the  period  has  arrived,  when  state  criminals  can  U 
made  to  support  themselves,  while  enduring  the  sentence  of  the  law; 
and  at  the  same  time  be  subjected  to  a  course  of  reformatory  discii 
pline."  The  earnings  of  the  convicts  in  this  Prison,  in  October,  1827| 
for  the  month,  were  $2,792  28  cents,  which|bding  continued,  at  th^ 
same  rate  for  one  year,  would  amount  to  $33,307  36.  What  an  imi 
measurable  difference  in  the  industry,  which  is  requisite  to  procun 
such  a  result,  among  550  convicts,  and  the  sloth  and  wretchedness  o| 
a  Prison,  in  which  labor  has  never  been  introduced,  or  from  which  ij 
is  excluded. 

In  the  new  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  Captain  Lynds  says,  he  "  will  ask 
no  greater  privilege  from  the  State,  when  the  Prison  is  done,  than  th^ 
earnings  of  the  convicts,  above  every  expense  for  food,  medi(^  attendi 
ance,  moral  instruction,  keeping,  d&c.  &c.  and  that  he  will  enter  intc 
bonds  for  $100,000  to  release  the  State  from  all  further  charges  fo] 
current  expenses,  in  consideration  of  receiving  the  proceeds  of  tbc 
labor  of  the  convicts." 

We  have  been  more  particular  in  this  statement,  because  it  has  bceii 
contended,  openly,  that  economy  and  moral  improvement  are  adverse 
principles  in  the  government  of  a  Prison ;  than  which,  as  we  believe,  a 
more  erroneous  sentiment  was  never  advanced,  either  in  its  application 
to  a  Prison,  or  an  individual.  We  have  seen  from  facts,  that  in  thos« 
Prisons,  in  which  there  is  the  most  moral  improvment,  there  is  the  leasl 
expense,  and  believing  as  we  do,  that  the  enormous  expenses  of  Peni^ 
tentiaries  in  past  years,  has  been  the  result  of  odious  and  detestable 
abuses,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  from  what  motive  a  sentiment  waj 
ever  advanced  so  fraught  with  mischief,  as  this,  that  economy  and  moral 
improvement  are  adverse  principles  in  the  government  of  a  Prison 
The  State  of  New  York  has  paid,  since  1796,  for  the  support  of  Stat< 
Prisons,  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars;  Connecticut 
since  1791,  more  than  $200,000;  and  Massachusetts,  since  18051 
more  than  $300,000.  We  believe  that  moral  improvement  would  hav< 
been  adverse  to  such  expenditure,  but  not  to  that  economy,  whicl 
would  have  prevented  it;  for  when  we  speak  of  moral  improvement 
we  take  into  view  the  character  of  those  concerned  in  the  managemeni 
of  a  Prison,  as  well  as  that  of  the  convicts ;  and  we  believe  that  mo 
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ralitj,  in  its  ordiDary*  forms,  without  much  attention  to  improvement, 
woM  ha?e  saved  a  great  part  of  this  enormous  expense.      The  point 
under  consideration  is  one  of  great  importance,  not  only  in  reference 
to  the  past,  but  to  the  present  and  future ;  for  Penitentiaries  in  past 
vears  have  not  only  been  a  great  public  burden,  but  several  are  so 
now,  and  they  may  remain  so,  and  others  may  become  so,  if  the  princifrfe 
is  not  well  established,  that  these  institutions  ought  to  support  them- 
sehes;  and  with  proper  regard  to  morality  they  maybe  maide  to  doit 
It  is  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts,  that  the  State 
Pruon  at  Gharlestown,  involved  the  State  last  year  in  a  debt  of  more 
than  $5,000;  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  lact,that  it  had  produced 
a  refcnue  during  the  two  preceding  years,  of  more  than   $19,000. 
To  this  singular  fact,  the  Governor  called  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
htnre,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  of  more  thorough  in- 
tf'stigation  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Prison.     Nor  is  Massachusetts 
aione,  in  this  dilemma ;  New  Jersey,  also,  is  involved  in  debt,  and  has ' 
Wn  for  a  course  of  years,  of  from  three  to  seven  thousand  dollars  a 
ynr,  for  the  support  of  about  seventy  convicts.     And  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  actaal  cost  of  the  old  Walnut  street  Prison,  was  debtor,  in  1820, 
*38,467  99f  in  1821,  $36,876  82;  in  1822,  $44,062  89:  in  1823, 
?46,503  42 :    in   1824,  $47,057 ;    in  1825,  $46,695  70 :  making  a 
gnnd  total  of  the  actual  costs  of  that  most  destructive  Prison,  during  6 
)ears,  from  1819  to  1826,  of  $259,684  15,  from  which  deduct  $80,31 1 
^^  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  for  the  same  period,  and  $179,373  30 
remain  as  the  absolute  expense.     And  here  again  we  may  be  told,  that 
DX)ral  improvement  and  economy  are  adverse  principles,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  Prison  ;    but  we  have  seen,  that  while  B^ssachusetts,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  are  involved  in  debt  by  Air  Prisons,  New 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut  find  them  a  source  of  income  ;  and  New 
York,  for  the  extensive  Prison  at  Auburn,  has  the  assurance  of  the 
•sspectors  and  the  keeper,  that  the  Prison  does  now  and  will  hereafter 
^Jpport  itself;  and  for  that  at  Sing  Sing,  the  declaration  of  the  keeper, 
(^^n  Ltnds,  that  he  will  give  bonds  of  $100,000,  to  keep  the  Prison 
*hen  it  is  finished,  and  defray  every  expense,  in  consideration  of  the 
labor  of  the  convicts.     How  long  then  shall  it  be,  before  the  truth  is 
^^aUished,  that  these  institutions  can  and  ought  to  support  themselves ; 
^ibre  the  absurdity  is  seen,  of  such  a  sentiment  as  the  following, 
^^it  economy  and  moral  improvement  are  Adverse  principles  in  the 
fotenunent  of  a  Prison. 

What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from  the  system  or 

'8I30N  discipline  RECOMMENDED  AND  PARTIALLY  INTRODUCED? 

To  answer  this  question,  we  will  contrast  Newgate  with  the  new 
PfJson  at  Wethcrsfield ;  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  with  the 
^;<i  Stale  Prison  in  New  York  city  ;  and  the  condition  of  youth  and 
''(tiidren  in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  with  their  condition  in  the  Houses 
^'*  Refuge  in  New  York  and  Boston. 

The  character  of  Newgate  we  give  from  the  notes  of  a  gentleman, 
who  TLHiied  it  in  the  autumn  of  18^.  "  We  found  the  prisoners  more 
^^Hy  than  any  which  I  had  ever  seen,  except  those  of  the  Jail  in 
"whington  city.     The  night  rooms  were  in  the  same  state,  nearly  ai 
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in  the  heat  of  0ummer,  when  one  hundred  and  nine  confiots  were 
lodged  in  five  email  rooms.  The. largest  room  was  about  21  feet  bj 
10,  and  6^  feet  high,  with  very  little  ventilation,  and  in  this  room 
were  lodged  thirty-two  men.  It  would  have  been  said  by  most  per- 
sons, that  this  number  of  men  could  not  live  in  that  room  a  single 
night  The' narrow  space,  the  loathsome  bedding,  the  vermin  would 
take  life.  Mr.  — r-,  who  had  visited  the  Prison  before,  remarked 
with  surprise  the  change  for  the  worse  which  several  of  the  men 
had  undergone,  in  a  smgle  year,  as  being  greater  than  the  change 
in  most  men  in  ten  years.  This  was  to  be  attributed  partly  to  the  filth 
and  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  and  partly  to  the  treatment  of 
the  men  in  other  respects.  Our  ears  were  pained  with  the  beating  of 
a  convict ;  of  which  I  heard  more  in  a  day  at  Newgate,  than  in  a  week 
at  Auburn.  The  manner,  the  instrument,  the  efiect,  were  all  wrong. 
If  men  must  be  kept  and  punished  in  this  way,  it  should  be  made  to 
appear  as  some  excuse  for  it,  that  it  makes  the  men  more  industrious 
and  profitable  to  the  State ;  more  fearful  of  further  punishment,  and 
more  strongly  bent  on  future  good  conduct  But  none  of  these  things 
were  so.  The  institution  is  more  expensive  to  the  State,  according  to 
the  number  of  convicts,  than  any  other  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge, 
and  the  draught  on  the  treasury,  during  the  last  ten  years,  for  the  sup> 
port  of  less  than  one  hundred  convicts,  has  exceeded  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  All  this  money,  besides  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  con- 
victs, is  said  to  have  been  appropriated  for  the  improvement  and  sup- 
port of  the  institution.  The  books,  however,  are  in  a  deranged  state, 
and  afforded  to  us  no  satisfaction  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  has  been  expended.  We  spent  much  time  in  a  lalxM-ious 
investigation,  thefbsults  of  which  involved  the  subject  in  greater  diffi- 
culty. It  appeared  in  the  examination  of  the  books  of  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  shops  and  the  clerk,  that  the  labor  of  the  prisoners,  as  they 
were  then  employed,  taking  a  short  week  in  October,  as  the  basis  of  the 
calculation,  ought  to  be  about  $9,332  40  annually.  The  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  institution,  about  $8,500  annually.  While  the  draught 
on  the  treasury  of  the  State,  for  seven  years,  had  been,  on  an  average, 
nearly  $8,000  annually.  These  results  appeared  to  us  inexplicable. 
At  least  it  appeared  inexcusable,  that  there  were  no  books  and  records 
to  explain  so  great  a  mystery,  in  the  management  of  a  public  institu- 
tion. If  the  transactions  have  not  been  firaudulent,  it  appears  that  the 
system  of  discipline  and  the  management  have  not  been  favorable  to 
industry  and  economy.  The  effect  of  such  treatment  on  the  temper  of 
the  convicts  is  not  less  injurious  than  on  the  other  important  interests 
y>f  the  institution.  We  found  in^nany,  a  deep  rooted  and  settled  malig- 
nity, growing  out  of  the  treatment  they  had  received.  We  found,  also, 
many  recommitments,  some  for  the  thud,  and  one  for  the  fourth  time ; 
showing  that  the  effect  of  such  treatment  is  not  the  reformation  of  the 
convict  In  support  of  this  position,  it  should  be  added,  that  the  pris- 
oners fi'on  Newgate  are  found  in  numerous  instances  in  other  Prisons." 
It  has  already  been  said,  and  we  repeat  it  with  unspeakable  joy,  that 
Newgate  is  abandoned,  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield  is  finish- 
ed, and  the  convicts  were  all  removed  to  it  in  September  last  The 
character  of  the  new  Prison,  we  will  now  give  in  the  language  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  Prison^,  and  the  Governor  of  the  State,  from  official 
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dociimeots  recently  sabinitted  to  the  Legislature.  The  inspectors, 
Measn.  John  Ru8S»  Martin  Wellss^  and  John  S.  Petebs,  say, 
ander  date  April  10,  1828  : 

"  Pivrious  to  the  removal  of  the  wholtf  number  of  priMnen,  we  had  appoiDted 
Uo»u  C.  PiLi^BirKT,  Esq.  formerly  warden  of  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  to  be 
virdeo  of  the  Coonectieat  State  Prison.  In  aelecting  him  for  the  situation^  we 
(dowed,  u  we  believed,  the  decided  expression  of  pubUe  opinion.  We  con- 
nltd  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  who  with  entire  unanimity  con- 
nrred  with  os  in.&e  opinion,  that  we  should  be  most  fortunate,  if  we  were  able  to 
•Mm  lor  the  State  the  services  of  Mr.  Pillsbury.  The  result,  so  &r,  has  not  diMp- 
poiflted  our  expectations. 

''The  principles  of  tiie  system  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Prison,  are  as 
fc*  afid  iimple  as  poesible. 

"AH  oommnnication  between  the  prisoners,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  night 
a  iiy,  is  profaibiled.  We  believe  this  point  has  to  every  purpose  of  practical  utiity 
^  AAy  attained ;  and  the  public  may  rest  assured,  that  while  the  present  vigilance 
Bobserrai,  it  b  scarcely  poeiible  that  any  convict  should  leave  the  Prison,  debased 
^  iotereourae  with  other  and  more  accomplished  felons. 

"No  watchman  is  allowed  to  hold  any  conversation  with  a  prisoner  except  to 
^"(ct  him  in  his  labor.  No  prisoner  is  permitted  to  have  in  his  possession  any 
KMy.  By  these  measures,  it  is  hoped,  that  all  the  means  of  corrupting  or  seducing 
ntbmeo  from  their  duty  will  be  removed. 

"The  ose  of  ardent  spirits,  at  or  about  the  Prison,  except  on  the  prescription  of 
^  phyndan,  is  prohibited ;  and  all  persons  employed  there  are  required  by  the 
irnu  of  their  contract,  to  abstain  from  their  use  during  the  period  of  their  employ- 
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''Bylaw,  the  warden  may  punish  die  prisoners  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  ten 
>^.  We  are  happy  to  say,  that  since  the  warden  has  taken  cnarge  of  the  institu- 
^.  corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  in  any  case,  and  the  subordinate 
^ttn  ire  not  idlowed  to  strike  a  man,  except  in  self  defence. 
"When  the  prisoners  were  removed  from  Newgate,  irons  were  found  upon  many 
^  tbem,  which  they  had  constantly  worn.  These  have  been  from  time  to  time  re- 
boved,  as  the  appearance  or  conduct  of  the  men  would  seem  to  justify ;  and  for 
"^  BiiMiths,  no  prisoner  has  been  in  irons.  It  has  been  our  earnest  endeavor,  and 
-^  ilu  respect  our  wishes  have  been  faithfully  seconded  by  the  warden,  to  substitute, 
-  the  treatment  of  these  men,  so  IHr  as  it  should  be  practicable,  the  law  of  kindness 
^:bit  of  severity.  An  exact  and  rigid  discipline  has  been  established,  to  which  all 
^«  been  compelled  to  submit,  and  to  which  all  have  submitted  with  a  promptness 
^  readmess,  as  gratifying  as  it  was  unexpected. 

''Asit  respects  the  moral  condition  of  tne  men,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  express  our 
^■iM,  that  it  ia  far  more  favorable,  than  the  most  ardent  friend  of  the  new  institu- 
^bad  reatoD  to  anticipate.  For  many  months,  there  has  l>een  manifested  an  ap- 
"^yv^et  of  submission  and  subdued  feeling,  deep  sensibility,  earnest  attention  to 
^^^uw  instruction,  and  entire  and  even  cheerful  obedience  to  every  regulation, 
'^wirden  has  been  unwearied  in  his  exertions  (and  we  say  this  with  a  deep  feel* 
'^of  dnr  value  and  usefulness)  to  instruct  and  reclaim  these  men,  and  to  restore 
^  to  lodety  at  the  expiration  of  their  sentence  as  sound  and  safe  men." 

Goremor  Tomlinson  confirins  these  statements  as  follows  : 

"Tbe  warden,  appointed  by  the  directors  of  the  Prison,  is  peculiarly  qualified  to 
^ite  the  hnportant  duties  of  his  station,  and  his  hibors  have  been  followed  by 
^'  *Mt  satisfectory  rmlts.  The  police  of  the  Prison  tends  alike  to  meliorate  the 
^^*^tnoof  die  prisoners;  to  effect  their  reformation ;  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
'■^^t  md  to  promote  the  security  of  the  community.  Its  discipline  is  strict  but 
^■^Bt.  £^  prisoner  is  subject  to  the  salutary  restraints  of  constant  inspection ; 
^'^  an  coovemtion,  except  with  his  immediate  keeper ;  absolutely  excluded  from 
'^"''^  intercourse,  and  prombited  even  to  see  a  visitor,  unless  in  the  presence  of 
^^ficer  of  the  institution.  When  not  employed  in  labor,  each  convict  is  confined 
0  i  M&uy  cell,  where  he  eats  his  food,  with  which  he  is  adequately  supplied.  The 
^  diink  allowed  the  prisoner,  when  in  health,  is  water.  It  is  gratifying  to  know, 
'^  ttder  this  regimen,  the  appearance  and  vigour  of  the  convicts  have  obviously 
^VnxtA,  notwithstanding  the  habits  of  intemperance  which  probablv  led  many  of 
tft  tW  perpetntkm  of  the  crimes,  that  have  rendered  necessary  their  aeduaioQ 
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Of  the  number  contained  in  the  above  table^  which  amounts  to  160, 
m  hundred  and  twelre  are  described  as  decidedly  steady  and  indus- 
tnoQs,  or  very  greatly  improved ;  12  as  somewhat  reformed ;  2  as  not 
onich  improved  ;  4  with  respect  to  whom  nothing  very  particular  was 
ioowD,  bat  nothing  unfavorable ;  2  as  rather  suspicious  characters ;  2 
tt  deranged ;  and  26  as  decidedly  bad.  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
cases  of  reformation  are  as  encouraging  at  Auburn,  as  the  cases  of 
Rcommittal  are  discouraging  in  New  York.  We  have  finished  the 
cwtnst  in  regard  to  discipline,  health,  expense,  recommittals,  and 
c^ses  of  reformation,  in  these  Prisons. 

Hak^  now  the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  youth  and  children 
Q  the  old  Penitentiaries,  and  their  condition  in  the  Houses  of  Refuge 
n  New  York  and  Boston.  Their  condition  in  the  old  Penitentiaries 
<unot  be  fuiiy  described ;  because  a  part  only  of  what  they  have 
^ered  is  known^  and  a  part  only  of  what  is  known  concerning 
•^  injary  which  they  have  suffered,  can  with  propriety  be  published. 
^ooie  circumstances,  however,  of  their  situation  before  and  after  con- 
^Bcment,  may  be  mentioned,  sufficient  to  form  one  part  of  the  con« 
^  They  may  have  had  no  parents,  and  no  guardian  or  family 
^n^,  to  provide  for-  them  and  send  them  to  school ;  or  they  may  have 
^  an  intemperate  father ;  or,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  an  intempe- 
^te  fiither  and  mother,  and  have  been  the  objects  of  their  cruelty. 
Tbej  may  have  been  persuaded  or  bribed  in  these  circumstances  of 
«^Qt  and  suffering,  io  steal ;  6r  they  may  have  been  driven  to  a  course 
of  rice  by  hunger  and  nakedness.     They  may  never  have  been  taught 
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the  moral  law,  and  never  had  an  example  before  them  to  prore  the 
value  of  good  conduct.  The  first  thing  they  saw,  when  they  opened 
their  eyes  upon  the  world,  was  some  form  of  vice ;  the  first  thing  they 
heard,  the  voice  of  anger  and  contention.  There  was  no  bible  in  the 
house,  no  place  of  prayer,  no  regular  time  in  which  to  receive  their; 
daily  bread.  If  they  were  sent  out  to  beg,  they  received  on  their  re- 
turn less  than  enough  to  satisfy  their  hunger,  or  when  they  came  homcj 
found  their  parents  drunk,  or  the  father  drunk  and  the  mother  a  victim 
of  his  brutal  force,  and  themselves  exposed  as  soon  as  they  entered  thel 
house  to  the  same  treatment.  Under  these  and  similar  circumstances, 
which  are  not  of  frequent  recurrence  in  the  country,  but  very  frequent 
in  our  large  cities,  these  children  and  youth  have  been  trained,  till  they 
were  arrested  and  committed  to  Prison.  To  prove  that  this  is  not 
fancy,  we  give  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Society  for*  the  Pre- 
vention of  Pauperism  in  New  York,  in  which  the  House  of  Refuge  had 
its  origin.  The  Report  from  which  we  make  the  extract,  was  written 
with  great  ability  by  the  lamented  Charles  G.  Haines,  Esq.  but  a 
short  time  before  the  Refuge  was  built,  and  contributed  probably  more| 
than  all  other  documents,  to  the  existence  of  this,  first  of  the  kind,  and 
most  useful  establishment.  The  Report,  speaking  of  juvenile  deKn- 
quents,  before  their  conviction,  has  the  following  language. 

**  In  most  instances  they  have  no  inveterate  habits  to  extirpate.  No  moral 
standard  of  conduct  has  been  placed  before  their  eyes.  No  faithful  parent  hu 
watched  over  them  and  restrained  their  vicious  propensities.  Their  lives  exhibit 
a  series  of  aberrations  from  regularity,  a  train  of  accidents  that  has  rendered  them 
the  victims  of  temptation  and  the  sport  of  adversity.  They  have  been  sent  from 
place  to  place,  subsisted  by  precarious  means,  or  been  left  to  combat  with  poverty, 
want,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  ingenuity. 
Every  thing  about  them  has  been  various  and  unsettled,  and  in  the  unfortunate 
hour  of  temptation,  while  under  the  pressure  of  want,  or  when  seduced  into  the 
giddy  vortex  of  depraved  passions,  they  have  offended  against  the  laws  and  been 
sentenced  to  the  State  Prison.  There  are  exceptions  to  Siese  remarks  in  a  few 
fiolitary  instances  of  premature  and  settled  baseness ;  but  this  view  has  a  very  ex* 
tensive  application  to  the  cases  of  juvenile  offenders  in  our  large  towns  and  cities. 
In  the  interior  it  is  very  rare  that  boys  are  indicted  for  crimes." 

These  remarks  are  applicable  to  juvenile  delinquents  before  con- 
viction. What  was  their  condition  in  the  old  Penitentiaries  7  In  the 
language  of  the  same  valuable  Report,  by  Col.  Haines  ; 

'*  Whoever  has  entered  these  abodes,  has  seen  youth  of  various  ages,  from  four- 
teen to  twenty  years  old,  wearing  away  a  portion  of  the  brightest  and  most  precious 
period  of  their  existence  among  felons  of  the  most  abandoned  descriptioD,  without 
the  means  of  improving.  It  is  impossible  that  they  should  not  come  forth  prepared 
for  evil  deeds.  Tlie  worst  examples  are  constantly  before  their  eyes.  Morality  i* 
ridiculed ;  honesty  is  despised,  and  vice  is  set  off*  with  every  'attraction  that  har- 
dened guilt  can  suggest.'*  Again,  "  Our  Penitentiaries  are  so  many  schools  of  >ice, 
they  are  so  many  seminaries  to  impart  lessons  and  maxims,  calculated  to  bani.4i 
legal  restraints,  moral  consideration,  pride  of  character,  and  self-regard.  They  have 
their  watch-words,  their  technical  terms,  their  peculiar  language,  and  their  causes 
and  objects  of  emulation.  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious  observer  of  human  nature, 
acquainted  with  the  internal  police  of  our  Penitentiaries,  to  suggest  a  school,  where 
the  commitment  of  the  most  pernicious  crimes  could  be  taught  with  the  most  effect, 
could  he  select  a  plan  more  fertile  in  the  most  peniicious  results,  than  the  indis- 
criminate society  of  knaves  and  villains  of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt."  "  They 
are  nurseries  of  crime  where  the  convict  is  furnished  with  the  expedients  and  shifts 
of  guilt,  and  with  his  invention  sharpened,  he  is  let  loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold 
degree  a  more  daring,  desperate,  and  effective  vUlaio." 
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Sach  were  the  places  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  is 
which,  fiom  three  to  five  hundred  youth  were  a  few  years  since,  an- 
nadJy  in  a  course  of  instruction  for  a  life  of  infamy.  But  the  scene 
is  reversed.  In  proof  of  this  we  give  a  Crue  description  of  the  House 
of  Reformation  at  South  Boston,  from  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 
?iiich  we  understand  was  written  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  Massa- 
chiisetts. 

"The  writer  of  this  having  visited  by  invitation  of  the  Directors,  the  JIhstitutian 
f^  \\t  Reformation  of  Juoeniie  Offenders^  at  South  Boston,  was  so  strucic  with 
tV  a<iminble  management  and  the  practical  results  of  the  system,  that  he  cannot 
^n  \  desire  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be 
'•cntenwced  and  cherished  as  one  of  the  most  important  and  useful  establishments 
•f  ftur  land. 

^ithout  seeing  its  operation,  the  very  nature  and  objects  of  the  system  will  con- 
gee any  one  that  if  its  practical  execution  should  equal  its  theoretical  merits,  it 
un  btve  a  roost  favorable  effect  on  the  morals  and  character  of  the  community. 
IV  jouth  of  populous  cities  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  crime,  many  of  them  are 
T^fmX  driven  to  it  by  necessity.  A  portion  of  them  are  without  parents  or  natural 
^nds;  others  are  in  a  still  worse  condition,  having  parents  who  by  precept  and 
^<i&ple  encourage  them  in  vicious  courses  ?  and  some,  perhaps  not  a  few,  are  the 
a^trcments  of  more  guilty  fathers  and  motliers,  who  profit  of  the  depredation  com- 
«tt«d  by  their  children. 

Tbefe  unhappy  little  victims  of  neglect,  or  shameful  abuse  of  authority,  are  hardly 
f'Tper  ^objects  of  punishment — their  offences  are  not  their  own — they  have  never 
^0  t2ozht  the  laws  of  God  or  man,  or  if  they  have,  it  has  been  only  that  they  may 
*«?we  tnem. 

if  any  punishment  should  be  inflicted,  the  rod  of  the  master  would  be  more  suita- 
^  than  the  Prison  where  their  bodies  and  minds  will  be  equally  cramped,  and  be- 
''-^e  incapable  of  any  change  but  that  of  distortion  and  disease.  What  more  terri- 
^  *ban  to  immure  in  the  physically  and  morally  foul  apartments  of  a  jail,  a  6hild  of 
«tStorteo  years  of  age,  without  means  of  instruction  or  information,  and  then  to 
^tbim  into  the  world  with  an  atmosphere  about  him  which  will  repel  every  thing- 
^'^  to  purify  his  body  or  his  soul !    Is  it  not  certain  that  such  an  outcast  will  retura  - 

|u^  fallowing,  and  accumulate  filth  and  crime,  till  he  has  become  fit  for  the^tate 
- -"la  or  the  gallows  ? 

Hjw  deeply  does  it  concern  the  community  to  take  these  little  creatures  by  the 
°^«  when  tliey  shall  have  committed  the  first  offence — withdraw  them  from  con- 
teation  and  guilt — provide  the  means  of  industry  and  education — soften  their 
^^  to  the  reception  of  moral  and  religious  truth — and  gradually,  by  gentle  treat- 
'^ti  and  wholesome  discipline,  lure  them  into  habits  of  order,  truth,  and  nonesty.  Is 
'-^  any  greater  duty  in  a  Christian  country  than  tliis  ?  Is  it  not  plucking  branda 
^  (be  burning,  and  saving  souls  from  death }  Is  it  not  the  cheapest  and  the  best 
*<;.  of  preserving  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  community,  and  guarding  the 
•?«  of  industry. 

if  of  an  hundred  vagrant  l)oys  and  girls,  thrown  into  the  streets  of  a  city  to  beg 
•' '  *teal,  one  half  the  number  shall  be  taught  to  abhor  the  ways  of  sin,  and  become 
'^\.  industrious,  useful  citizens,  is  not  more  good  done  than  if,  after  a  long  course 
^  proCi^cy  and  crime,  they  should  all  come  to  the  gallows  ?  Surely  the  public 
^'■f\  be  alive  to  this  subject — and  it  is  matter  of  astonishment  that  until  within  a 
*^  or  two,  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  look  into  this  great  aflair,  and  adopt 
"/«  plan  which  shall  lessen  if  not  cure  the  enormous  evil  of  juvenile  punishment 
*  ~w  reformation. 

^*,  thanks  to  the  wise  and  vigilant  administration  of  our  City  Government,  a  sys- 
^  N  now  establuhed,  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  which  promises  a  certain  and 
•^**cUc«re. 

1  »i*h  every  officer  of  our  Government,  every  member  of  our  Legislature,^  and 
^~"y  intelligent  citizen  of  Boston,  could  have  been  present  at  the  scene  which  I 
-^^T  witnessed  at  South  Boston. 

**  first  saw  the  boys,  in  the  whole  about  90,  distributed  in  groups  in  different 
iipsftiwnts  all  dUicently  employed  in  some  useful  handicraft — cheerful  and  busy,  in 
|- "r  working  c1othe«,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  one  of  their  number  who 
'fted  a*  monitor.  The  girls,  about  15,  were  at  work  by  themselves,  under  a  woman 
'**^^  them  to  sew.    After  a  walk  about  the  grounds,  we  returned  to  the  house. 
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and  found  all  the  boyi  with  their  fniffal  drew  ndts  on,  ready  for  esamiaatlon  by  tcm 
Buperiotendent — ^tfaey  marched  into  the  school-room  in  military  order,  like  young  re- 
cruits— perfectly  clean,  and  in  a  plain  uniform,  made  at  the  house,  conabting  of  a 
jockey^  blue  jacket  and  white  trowsers,  the  cost  of  a  suit  being  but  one  dollar. 

In  this  examination,  I  could  see  nothing  different  from  WMt  takes  place  at  our 
common  schools.  In  geography,  srammar,  minor  arithmetic,  tiiey  seemed  to  me  to 
answer  as  well — ^in  the  elements  of  religion  and  morals  they  appeared  to  have  been 
instructed.  They  followed  the  master  in  one  or  two  simple  hjrmns,  in  a  low  Toice, 
literally  making  a  concord  of  sweet  sounds.  And  at  a  signal  they  fell  upon  their 
knees  in  the  most  perfect  order,  and*  made  recular  responses  to  a  part  of  the  ehorch 
service  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wsjlls,  oi  the  Eptscopal  cler^,  who  isinstracter, 
task  master,  chaplain,  every  thing  in  this  most  interesting  est^blisnjnent.  And  there 
never  was  a  man  whom  gentleness,  firmness,  zeal,  and  enUiusiasm  in  a  good  cause, 
better  qualified  to  do  this  great  service  to  the  public. 

After  this,  we  resorted  to  the  gymnasium,  and  sure  I  am  that  no  boys  from  the 
best  schools  in  our  city  could  have  shown  more  heart  In  their  merry  gambols-M 
that  after  this  scene,  and  seeing  them  at  table  with  their  generous  and  wholesome 
food,  which  they  attacked  as  boys  should  do,  it  was  apparent  that  this  mighty  change 
in  their  condition  was  produced  without  any  of  that  austerity  which  sometimes  kills 
in  the  attempt  to  cure. 

I  came  away  delighted  with  this— Prison  shall  I  call  it  ?  No— school  of  refbrma- 
tion,  for  such  it  is,  and  ought  to  be  for  such  subjects. 

Here  is  practical  ground  to  go  upon — vice  is  checked  in  the  bud — the  tender  plant 
is  straitened,  and  grows  into  a  tree,  and  will  bear  fiiiit,  possibly  even  an  hundred 
fold — crime  is  forgotten — a  new  nature  is  formed,  or  new  habits  created,  and  I  am 
tnuch  mistaken  if  society  does  not  feel  the  benefit  in  the  diminution  of  oifenderf.— 
I  am  not  so  sanguine  fs  to  suppose  that  every  one  of  these  reclaimed  young  sinners, 
will  continue  in  the  wa^s  of  well  domg,  when  aJlowed  to  go  out  at  large— but  1  do 
believe  that  as  many  will  go  from  this  school  to  Ae  workshop,  the  duonds,  or  the 
plough,  with  as  good  disposition  and  as  honest  hearts,  as  will  (of  the  same  class  oi 
boys)  fit)m  .any  other  school. 

Persevere,  then,  fathers  of  the  city,  in  maintaining  this  holy  refuge  from  ciimt 
and  other  destruction — and  you,  the  teacher,  guardian,  father  of  this  once  wretched^ 
now  happy  family  of  children,  rest  not  from  your  labors  in  this  j^orioos  vineyard^ 
for  verily  you  shall  have  your  reward. 

The  whole  number  of  subjects  received  into  the  institution,  thai 
described,  from  its  commencement,  Sept.  20,  1826,  to  April  30, 1828, 
was  143 :  of  whom  26  were  girls.  Of  the  whole  number  received,  3t 
have  been  apprenticed ;  from  nearly  all  of  whom  favorable  returd 
have  been  received  : — and  not  one  of  the  whole  number  received  haj 
died. 

Of  the  House  of  Reform,  the  Hon.  Edward  Livinoston  remarb 

'*  To  ar^e  the  utility,  or  to  descant  on  the  humanity  of  this  establishment,  aAej 
demonstrating  its  justice,  would  be  a  useless  task.  Every  mind  that  has  investigate! 
the  causes  and  progress  of  crime,  must  acknowledge  the  one ;  every  beneTolen 
heart  must  feel  the  other.  And  even  economy,  cold  calculating  economy,  afte 
stating  the  amoimt  in  dollars  and  cents,  must  confess  that  this  is  a  money  savi^ 
institution. 

"  If  it  is  wise  to  prevent  a  hundred  atrocious  crimes,  by  removing  the  opprobiui 
of  a  venial  fault  and  substituting  instruction  for  punishment ;  if  it  is  tiie  highest  bp< 
cies  of  humanity  to  relieve  from  the  miseries  of  vice  and  the  degradation  of  crime 
to  extend  the  operation  of  charity  to  the  mind ;  and  snatch  with  its  ansel  arm  wat 
ccnce  from  seduction ;  if  it  be  a  saving  to  society  to  support  an  infant  for  a  fe1 
years  at  school,  and  there  by  avoiding  the  charge  of  the  depredations  of  a  felon,  fi 
the  rest  of  his  life,  and  the  expense  of  his  future  conviction  and  confinement ;  the 
is  the  school  of  Reform,  a  wise,  a  humane,  and  an  economical  institution. 

<*  In  the  city  of  New  York,  there  is  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  which  can  oeri 
be  visited  but  with  unmixed  emotion  of  intellectual  pleasure.  It  now  contains  oi 
hundred  and  twenty  five  boys  and  twenty  nine  girls,  for  the  most  part  bealtb; 
cheerful,  intelligent,  industrious,  orderly,  and  obedient ;  animated  with  certain  pro 
pect  of  becoming  useful  members  of  society,  who,  but  for  this  establishment  wou 
still  have  been  suffering  under  the  accumulated  evils  attendant  qn  poverty,  tgD> 
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and  &m  kfweat  deprsfitj,  with  oo  other  fiitwily  befbfe  ihm  Umi  tfa»  Peai-> 
tentiMy  or  tlit  gpiJlowf." 

The  whole  number  receired  into  the  instituiioii  in  New  York,  from 
Jso.  1,  1825,  to  Jan.  1,  1628,  was  377 ;  of  whom  107  were  giris.  Of 
the  whole  number  receired,  123  boys*  and  38  girls  remained  in  the 
Refiige,  Jan.  1,  1828,  118  boys  and  50  girls  hare  been  apprenticed ; 
from  whom,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  most  gratifying  returns 
hiTe  been  receired  :  only  one  has  died,  and  his  death  was  the  result 
of  Ticions  imprudence  in  swallowing  a  portion  of  the  tincture  of 
euithaiides.  Concerning  the  character  of  these  boys,  before  they  were 
sent  U>  die  Refuge,  an  inference  may  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  that  out 
of  the  whole  number,  377  committed,  225  had  been  in  Bridewell  from 
1  u>  7  times,  and  43  had  been  in  the  Penitentiary  from  1  to  3  times. 

The  Reports  of  this  institution  are  three  valuable  documents  of  50 
or  60  pages  each,  and  may  be  procured  with  great  advantage  by  any- 
Society  or  State,  which  has  in  contemplation  a  similar  estaUishment. 

The  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  will  soon  be  in  operation,  and  we  see 
from  the  abore  contrast,  how  great  a  good  it  has  in  riew  for  the 
jarenOe  delinquents  of  that  city. 

We  hope  soon  to  see  the  city  of  Baltimore,  imitating  the  example  of 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia ;  for  the  condition  of  the  youth 
in  the  Penitentiary  of  Maryland  is  deplorable,  with  one  half  of  their 
beads  shaved  down  to  their  scalps,  mingling  without  restraint  in  the 
mirth,  profiueness,  and  pollution  of  old  offenders.  Already  it  is  be- 
iiered  that  there  are  some  minds  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  awake  on 
tltts  sabject,  and  when  a  greater  number  of  its  intelligent  citizens 
hare  visited  the  Houses  of  Reformation  already  described,  we  confi- 
dently  believe  that  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of  Maryland,  will  be 
eolisted  for  the  establishment  of  a  House  of  Reformation  for  juvenile 
deiinquents. 

We  shall  specify  no  other  place  for  the  estaUishment  of  a  similar 
iasiitution,  except  the  one  mentioned  in  the  Third  Report  of  the  New 
York  Society.  We  make  the  following  extract,  believing  that  it  con* 
tains  a  suggestion  of  wisdom  : 

*  it  weema  obvioofl  to  Uie  maDagers,  that  while  the  New  York  Refuge  ia  thus  hiter- 
pwv  Ita  shield  against  the  devaaCati(m  of  crime  within  the  limits  of  mis  metropolis, 
it  «qpit  to  he  tfie  thnely  concern  of  magistrates,  and  other  enUgfatened  citizens  in 
tile  iDtefior  diatrlets  of  the  State,  to  devise  the  means  of  erecting  a  similar  institution 
k  mae  one  of  the  most  populous  or  central  places  within  their  confines.  We  shall 
4a  DO  Btiore  than  make  this  suggestion,  indulging  the  hope,  that  it  will  in  due  time 
■eet  the  views  of  those,  who  are  competent  to  estimate  its  importance,  and  to  give 
it  in  tlie  cfficiaDcy  which  It  may  deserve." 

With  these  soggest'ons  we  leave  the  contrast  between  the  condition 
of  jouth  and  children  in  the  old  Penitentiaries^  and  in  the  Houses  of  Re- 
ioge  in  New  York  and  Boston ;  and  thus  conclude  the  statement  in 
UBwer  to  the  inquiry,  What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from 
the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduced. 

What  important  PaisoNs  in  this  country  remain  vnimpbovsd  T 

The  Prison  in  Maine  is  not  unimproved  in  construction ;  but  it  is  in 
regard  to  expense,  and  mord  influence.     It  costs  too  much  to  support 


28 

it,  and  the  system  of  instniction  adopted,  would  not  preserve  a  virtu- 
ous agricultural  district  from  sinking,  much  less  will  it  cause  a  State 
Prison  to  rise.  One  short  religious  service  in  a  State  Prison  on  the 
Sabbath,  is  less  efficacious  than  it  would  be  in  a  country  parish ;  because 
the  habits  of  sin  are  more  inveterate,  and  the  men  are  sunk  beneath  the 
•common  level.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  apply  a  moral  pow-{ 
er,  with  a  strength  .and  constancy  in  exact  proportion  to  the  resistance 
to  be  met,  and  the  depths  into  which  the  corrupted  mass  has  sunk. 
It  should  be  directly  and  not  inversely  as  the  guilt.  If  there  is  a  p]ace| 
on  earth  where  the  means  of  instruction,  by  precept  and  example, 
fihould  be  used  with  constancy,  power,  and  perseverance,  it  is  in  &| 
State  Prison. 

In  New  Hampshire,  there  is  no  improvement  in  construction. 
There  is  no  provision  for  instruction  by  the  State.  And  there  is  a| 
fitrange  state  of  things  in  regard  to  income  and  expenditure.  It  willj 
be  recollected,  that  for  several  years  the  Prison  has  been  a  source  of  in-| 
come  from  $1,000  to  $5,000  annually.  But  it  appears  by  the  wardeu's 
report  for  the  last  year,  that  the  gain  to  the  institution  was  $145  60 
only,  while  the  profits  of  the  same  year  were  $2,924  59.  At  the  sam^ 
time,  while  the  Prison  had  debts  due  amounting  to  $11,006  07,  only 
$374  47  of  which  were  bad,  it  appears  from  the  records  of  the  Legis- 
lature, that  $3,000  were  appropriated  for  current  use.  These  facts 
show,  in  regard  to  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  that  it  is  not  only  un- 
improved, but  is  sinking  in  its  character,  particularly  in  regard  to 
current  expenses. 

The  Prison  in  Vermont  remains  unimproved  in  construction  and 
discipline. 

The  Prison  in  Massachusetts  does  not  yet  feel  the  benefits  of  the 
new  Prison  building.  It  so  much  resembles  in  discipline  the  o\a^ 
Prison  in  New  York  city,  as  described  by  the  commissioners,  in  the 
extract  which  has  been  given  from  their  Report,  that  it  would  be  diffi^ 
cult  to  find  language  in  which  to  describe  it  more  truly.  And  in  re^ 
gard  to  the  expense  of  its  support,  the  change  last  year  was  from  an 
income  of  mor6  than  $9,000,  to  a  debt  of  more  than  $5,000 ;  making 
a  difference  against  the  State,  in  a  single  year,  of  more  than  $15,000. 
The  particulars  of  this  surprising  change,  are  given  in  detail  in  th(^ 
message  of  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature,  in  January,  1828.  How 
long  it  will  be  before  this  Prison  will  resemble  those  at  Auburn,  and 
Wethersfield,  in  construction,  discipline  and  earnings,  is  a  questiod 
which  must  remain  unanswered.  A  new  and  good  law  has  been  fram^ 
ed  and  adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the  Legislature.  New  ap* 
pointments  have  been  made  by  the  Executive,  under  this  law,  to  fill  the 
offices  of  inspectors,  physician  and  chaplain,  which  give  general  satis^ 
faction.  It  will  be  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  Massachusetts  cannot,  m 
well  as  Connecticut,  have  a  State  Prison  which  shall  be  in  all  respects 
an  honor  to  the  State. 

The  Prisons  at  Wethersfield,  Conn. ;  Sing  Sing  and  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
and  the  Houses  of  Refuge  in  Boston  and  New  York  city,  we  pass  ic 
this  connexion,  in  terms  of  unqualified  approbation.  There  may  \h 
Prisons  in  the  world,  which  better  answer  the  purposes  of  justice,  and 
mercy,  but  we  have  neither  seep  nor  read  of  them. 

The  State  Prisons  in  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  are  somewhat  imi 
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profed  in  regard  to  moral  and  religioaa  instruction ;  but  unimproyeii 
in  ooostmction  and  discipline.  The  old  County  Prison  in  Philadel- 
phia, ind  the  State  Prisons  in  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  are  altogether 
unimproved.  The  Baltimore  Penitentiary  is  unimproved  in  discipline. 
The  Virginia  Penitentiary  has  received  more  attention  in  regard  to 
nonl  and  religious  instruction ;  but  remains  without  any  other  im- 
portant alteration.  The  County  Prisons  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Biltifflore,  New  Orleans,  and  most  of  the  other  large  towns  in  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  are  unimproved  in  regard  to  construction,  and  require,  in 
liiDost  the  same  degree  as  the  old  Penitentiaries,  a  sufficient  number 
af  dormitories  to  separate  the  inmates  at  night,  and  such  a  system  of 
iiL^pection  and  discipline,  as  to  prevent  evil  communication  during  the 
cij.  These  important  points  in  prison  discipline  have  been  to  a  vast 
ettcnt  neglected  in  County  Prisons,  in  each  of  which  from  one  to 
fcur  thousand  persons  of  every  age,  color,  sex,  nation,  and  degree  of 
ruit,  have  been  annually  confined.  When  the  Penitentiaries  are 
properly  constructed  and  managed,  it'may  be  expected  that  these  exten- 
sile County  Prisons  will  be  subject  to  similar  improvements.  We 
We  thus  shown,  very  briefly,  what  important  Prisons  in  this  country 
remain  unimproved. 

What  is  the  history  of  the   troueles   in  the   Prison  at 
Cqablestown,  during  the  last  winter? 

The  Governor  thus  introduced  the  subject  in  his  message,  Jan. 

2, 1828 : 

"It  is  with  much  regret,  that  I  find  occasion  again,  to  call  the  special  attention  of 
&:  Legislature  to  the  concerns  of  the  State  Prison.  Whence  it  arises,  that  disap- 
paiotment  In  results,  so  often  follows  the  best  promises  of  success,  in  the  afiairs  of 
ittestablidiment  is  not  easily  to  be  explained.  Certain  it  is,  that  some  more  thor- 
^^  iDTestigation  is  required  to  discover  the  difficulties  which  may  exist,  than  has 
y^  been  attempted.  In  the  history  of  the  institution,  we  have,  at  one  time,  com- 
Miotaof  its  enormous  expense,  and  at  another,  objections  to  its  police  and  discipline. 
1^  public  mind  has  never  been  suffered  to  be  long  satisfied -with  its  condition,  or 
*«i  unired  of  its  future  improvement.  For  the  few  last  years,  the  great  source  of 
^viet,  was  in  the  hopelessness  of  moral  reform  in  the  convicts,  from  the  manner 
'4  dieir  confinement,  and  the  consequent  opportunities  allowed  them  for  association 
^  evil  communications  with  each  other.  Scarcely  is  this  cause  of  uneasiness  re- 
■■icfed,  by  an  eflfectual  provision  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  construction  of  a  build- 
•Bf  to  admit  of  their  greater  restraint,  when  an  unlocked  for  and  astonishing  re- 
ier«e  appears  in  the  business  concerns  of  the  institution.  For  the  three  years  next 
'nr(cdiD||r  the  last,  the  annual  reports  had  exhibited  large  balances  of  credit  to  the 
^fiuaoawealth,  from  the  net  earnings  of  the  Prison,  lliese  balances  respectively, 
&H24,  approximated  to  four  thousand  dollars;  in  1825  exceeded  ten  thousand 
*^^ ;  and  in  1826,  amounted  to  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars 
^tnenUen  unts.  The  accounts  for  the  year  1827,  on  the  other  hand,  now  pre- 
^  a  babace  of  debit  against  the  Commonwealth  of  more  than  six  thousand  dollars  ; 
»ai  prodadng  a  difference  and  loss,  of  nearly  sixteen  thousand  dollars  between  the 
^mioiu  of  the  last  and  the  average  of  the  two  next  preceding  years.  In  the  mean 
^.  thc^  has  been  no  change  in  the  discipline  of  the  Prison,  by  which  the  labor  of 
^  convicts  has  been  diminished ;  nor  is  a  sufficient  explanation  to  be  found  in  their 
*wi(»^hat  reduced  number,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year.  The  erection  of  the  new 
^Idmg  can  have  contributed  nothing,  (if  the  accounts  are  rightly  stated,)  io  the 
^a»ioii  of  the  deficit,  inasmuch  as  the  labor  of  the  convicts  employed  upon  it,  with 
itc  cost  of  materials,  and  every  other  expense  thereby  incurred,  are  carried  to  the 
c^t'iit  of  the  institution.  The  fact  which  appears,  is  the  more  interesting  and  im- 
Pjftant,  as  it  tends  to  defeat  an  expectation  which  had  become  confidently  indulged, 
«»i  without  yielding  any  thing  of  intended  improvement  in  dbcipline  and  salutary 
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.  ind  more  severe  restraints,  to  views  of  profit,  the  Prison  might  nererthelew,  wi 
be  made  to  indemnify  the  government  from  expense  in  its  future  support.  T 
hammering  of  stone  had  furmshed  the  principal  proportion  of  the  amount  of  eanim 
in  former  accounts,  and  this  employment,  decidedly  the  best  adapted  to  the  chan 
ter  and  condition  of  healthy  convicts,  was  looked  to,  as  a  certain  and  permane 
source  of  productive  labor.  It  has  lamentably  happened  however,  that  this  bra» 
of  business,  both  in  extent  and  in  talue,  has  greatly  &llen  off  at  the  Prison,  durii 
the  year. 

On  receiving  the  Report  of  the  directors,  by  which  the  unfavorable  state  of  tl 
accounts  was  first  communicated  to  the  Executive,  at  their  annual  visitation  of  d 
Prison  in  October  last,  such  explanations  were  orally  requested,  as  the  occasic 
seemed  to  demand.  Subsequently,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  directors  then 
selves,  I  addressed  to  them,  as  also  to  the  warden,  written  communications,  pn 
posing  precise  and  definite  interrogatories  upon  the  several  points  of  inquiry,  whic 
were  deemed  important  to  a  risht  understanding  of  the  subject.  To  these,  answei 
have  since  been  given,  and  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence,  with  the  Reports  * 
the  officers  of  the  institution,  are  transmitted  for  your  consideration." 

The  subject  having  been  thus  introduced  by  the  Governor,  a  joii 
committee  was  raised  in  the  Legislature  on  so  much  of  the  messag 
as  related  to  the  State  Prison.  This  committee  consisted  of  Messrs 
Welsh  of  Boston,  Varnum  of  Middlesex,  and  Lincoln,  of  Worcestei 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  of  Messrs.  Holman  of  Bolton,  Millej 
of  Franklin,  Adams  of  Newbury,  and  Green  of  New  Bedford,  on  th< 
part  of  the  House. 

The  committee  immediately  ailer  it  was  organized,  proceeded  t 
the  investigation,  apparently  with  a  determination  to  make  thorougl 
work.  We  give  an  abstract  of  the  evidence,  and  remarks  upon  it,  a 
stated  by  a  gentleman  of  indefatigable  industry,  who  was  present  a 
the  trial  which  was  continued  by  successive  adjournments  durinj 
sixteen  days.  The  statement  is  premised  with  the  declaration,  '*  tha 
thi  facts  were  obtained  by  personal  attendance,  and  now  exist  ti 
minutes  taken  doicn  at  the  moment,  and  in  documents  tchich  were  evi 
dence  in  the  case" 

<*  The  foundation  of  the  inquiry  before  the  committee,  was  a  report  of  the  director) 
of  the  Prison,  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  answer  to  a  series  of  interroea 
tories,  addressed  by  (he  Governor  to  the  directors.  The  object  of  these  question 
was  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  deficit  of  income  in  the  year  1827. 

To  enable  them  to  prepare  these  answers,  they  (i.  e.  the  directors)  applied  to  thi 
warden,  and  to  the  overseer  of  the  stone  department,  for  their  respective  answers  u 
the  interrogatories.  Accordingly  each  made  a  report,  independently,  and  withou 
the  knowledge  of  the  other.  The  directors  received  them  both ;  and  incorporated 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  subordinate  officer's  report  with  their  own;  of  the  warden* 
statements,  they  took  no  notice,  except  of  one  sentence,  which  happening  to  be  ex 
pressed  equivocally,  furnished  an  occasion  for  a  quibble. 

The  report  of  Samuel  Jl.  Johnson,  overseer  of  the  stone  department  and  the  sub^ 
ordinate  officer  alluded  to,  was  nearly  all  occupied  in  criminating  the  warden 
Thomas  HarriSt  Esq,  and  this  report,  so  far  as  it  was  criminatorv,  the  director 
transferred  almost  verbatim,  to  their  own  communication,  and  gave  it  the  sanctioi 
of  their  signatures.  We  have  said  that  the  directors  adopted  nearly  &e  whole  0 
Johnson's  report,  and  we  spoke  with  this  reserve,  because  there  was  one  part  o 
Johnson's  report  which  was  not  unfavorable  to  the  warden,  but  tended  to  show 
cause  of  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  Prison,  which  implied  no  fault  and  con 
veyed  no  censure  of  any  person.  This  part  of  Johnson^s  report  the  directoti 
neither  copied  nor  noticed. 

The  Governor  referred  the  directors*  report  to  the  General  Court. 

Before  we  proceed  to  state  what  took  place  before  the  committee,  one  remaH 
will  be  proper  on  the  composition  of  the  committee.  This  same  subject  was  aptate^ 
last  year,  and  committed  to  a  committee,  which  sat  tw^ty-five  days  upon  it,  ant 
then  reported  that  they  found  themselves  unable  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  refuH 
Aithough  tiiese  labors  were  not  followed  by  any,  or  very  little  practical  benefit,  thi 
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of  witneases,  tad  docnmeiUs  by  the  committee,  pat  the  iadtvidaftls  of  it 
kpoMflioo  of  ioformaUott  of  great  value  aod  importance  to  future. iovestiffatioa 
or^^i^^ofrefonn.  6  f  ft 

Oa  the  preaeotation  of  this  subject  to  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session,  it  was 
band  Ihat  in  the  Senate,  there  were  two  gentlemen  who  were*  members  of  the 
Sbie  Pr»on  committee  of  last  year ;  aod  the  president  of  the  Senate,  re-appointed 
fob  of  thsm,  tIz.  Messrs.  Welsh  of  Suffolk,  and  Vamum  of  Middlesex  >  but  the 
i^eaier  of  the  House  d[  Representatives  did  not  appoint  an  individual  of  the  last 
T»i  State  Piisoa  committee,  on  the  committee  of  the  present  year,  although  two 
(f  tbem  were  juain  members  of  the  House,  viz.  Mr.  Thayer  of  Braintree,  and  Mr. 
TsKtuendof  Waltham.  The  investigation  was  necessarily  longer  than  it  need 
UKmise  to  have  been,  and  the  patience  of  those  members  already  sufficiently  ac- 
^ted  with  several  parts  and  steps  of  the  investigation,  was  severely  taxed,  while 
%t  fresh  members  were  becoming  as  much  acquainted  with  the  matter  as  the  for* 
arbad  been  made  by  the  twenty-five  days  sittings  of  last  year. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee,  the  warden  of  the  Prison,  charged  with 
i)Qag  the  cause  of  a  ^reat  pecuniary  loss  to  the  Prison  and  the  State,  and  charged 
^  iCTtnl  official  misdemeanors,  which,  if  made  out  by  proofs,  roust,  and  should 
h^e  been  iktal  to  him — appeared  by  counsel  and  asked  of  th*  committee  whether 
&e  charges  were  to  be  tsdcen  as  true,  or  to  be  supported  by  evidence  to  be  offered 
bf  ibo«e  who  made  them,  or  whether  the  whole  subject  was  open,  and  he  might 
^"Wnd  himself,  by  showing  the  real  causes  of  the  deficit,  averring  at  the  same  time, 
^  ihose  stated  by  the  directors  were  not  the  true  ones. 

Tb«  Hon.  Mr.  Jarvis,  (speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  one  of  the 
^ton  of  the  Prison)  for  the  directors,  disclaimed  any  intention  to  accuse  any 
ppon  whatsoever,  or  to  appear  before  the  committee  as  a  party.  They  made  an 
9^  report  to  the  Governor,  had  answered  his  questions;,  and  they  would  not  now 
^  <:  party  before  the  conmiittee.  The  committee  ailer  deliberation,  decided  that 
^  vfaole  subject  was  open  to  the  testimony  or  observations  of  the  warden,  or  of 
^  9ther  perton,  and  that  the  report  of  the  directors  to  his  IBxcellency  would  be 
^^  as  true,  no  farther  than  the  same  should  be  supported  by  evidence.  There- 
^'Ja  the  warden  by  his  counsel,  occupied  the  committee  with  witnesses  and  docu' 
■cats,  to  sbow  that  the  deficit  did  not  happen  from  the  causes  assigned  by  the 
^tors,  and  that  it  might  well  have  happened  from  various  other  causes. 

^e  shall  not  enumerate  all  the  charees  against  the  warden,  contained  in  the 
^vectors'  report.  These  first  occupied  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  we  give 
*«  »  a  specimen. 

/^iiuofi  stated  to  the  directors  in  his  rei^ort,  that  the  contract  for  the  Washington 
mk,  might  have  been  had  for  die  State  Prison,  if  the  warden  had  not  taken  an 
^  number  of  convicts  from  the  stone  shed,  thus  preventing  the  State  from 
^^iog  a  great  profit,  as  it  might  have  done,  from  furnishing  me  stone  for  said 
•*^ ;  aod  concluded  with  asserting,  that  this  contract  was  lost  by  the  negligence 
^  Ud  management  of  the  warden, 

JvQR  Baldwin^  Esq.  the  president  of  the  Washington  Bank,  who  made  the 
^■^tiact  for  the  new  building,  being  called,  and  sworn,  stated  that  he  applied  to 
^'^m&n  to  foraish  the  stone  from  the  State  Prison,  showing  him  the  plans,  and 
*>^  how  file  stones  were  required  to  be  hammered,  and  that  they  must  be  of 
y*«qr  granite.  Johnson  replied  that  the  ornamental  parts  of  the  work,  particu- 
fi  the  gutta  and  tryglyphs,  could  not  be  done  in  Quincy  granite,  and  ur^ed  Mr. 
°|^«iQ  to  contract  to  have  them  done  in  Chelmsford  or  white  eranite ;  which  Mr. 
*^^  declined,  and  after  a  second  or  third  conference  with  Johnson,  who  con- 
^th  maintain^  that  the  work  could  not  be  done  in  Quincy  granite,  he  applied  to 
V.  tbekardsy  stone  cutter,  who  soon  after  brought  to  Mr.  Baldwin  specimens  ot 
Zf  <Ad  ornamental  work,  such  as  were  required,  wrought  in  Quincy  granite. 

lat-pupou  Johnson  offered  to  take  the  contract.  Mr.  Baldwin  however,  replied 
'^^  he  had  promised  it  to  Mr.  Richards,  who  had  been  at  some  trouble  and  expense 
^("cpare  specimens  to  satisfy  him  that  the  work  could  be  done  in  Quincy  stone. 
*•  Baldwin  further  testified  that  the  warden,  throughout  the  affair,  appeared 
'«aiMQs  to  obtain  the  contract  for  the  Prison ;  and  that  Johnson,  at  that  time,  said 
^^  about  a  want  of  hands  in  the  stone  shed. 

The  above  is  a  specimen  of  the  charges  advanced  by  the  subordinate  officer, 
^^f^ion,  against  the  warden,  and  incoi-porated  by  the  directors  into  their  "  official 

'«Pwt' to  the  Governor.  v  .     .. 

The  cominittee  having  obtained  power  to  send  for  persoas  and  papers,  tne  qirec- 

^^«n!  first  called  at  &e  instance  of  the  warden.     The  Hon.  Mr.  Jarmt  being 
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sworn,  itated  in  eeneral,  that  he  had  no  direct  and  personal  knowledge  of  the  mat 
ten  contained  in  his  and  hia  colleagues'  report.  The  facts  in  that  report  were  drawl 
from  officers  of  the  Prison,  and  he  could  not  say  of  his  own  knowledge  whether  the^ 
were  true  or  not.. 

The  real  value  and  importance  of  the  directors'  report  heing  thus  ascertained,  tb< 
counsel  for  the  warden  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  laws  establishing,  and  fron 
time  to  time  regulating  the  State  Prison.  It  appeared  by  this  reference  that  Um 
powers  of  the  warden,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  had  beet 
gradually  diminished  by  statutes,  and  by-laws,  so  that  a  mere  shadow  of  authority 
was  left  him.  He  at  first  had  the  exclusive  power  over  the  property  of  the  Prison 
but  by  a  subsequent  law  it  was  transferred  to  the  commissary,  an  officer  holding  hii 
place  and  receiving  his  compensation  at  the  will  of  the  directors,and  not  widei 
bofida  for  the  faithful  execution  of  his  office.  The  warden  had  originaDy  the  sob 
power  to  make  contracts  ;  but  by  an  arrangement  to  which  the  present  warden  nerel 
would  assent,  although  repeatedly  pressed  by  the  directors  so  to  do,  this  power  wM 
transferred  to  8.  JR.  Johnson,  overseer  of  the  stone  shed,  also  holding  his  place  uu 
receiving  his  compensation  at  the  will  of  the  directors,  and  not  under  bonds  to  tiU 
CommontoeaUh.  The  Warden  had  originally  the  exclusive  right  to  receive  monies  oii 
account  of  the  Prison  ;  but  Johnson  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  monies,  an< 

{)ersisted  therein,  and  the  warden  was  obliged  to  prefer  charges  against  him  for  vio* 
ation  of  law  and  disobedience  of  orders.  The  charges  were  ^  in  number,  witl 
many  specifications  drawn  up  with  sufficient  formality.  Hie  proofs  were  in  th< 
books  of  the  Prison  where  Johnson  was  debited  with  monies  received  by  him  on 
account  of  the  Prison,  and  not  in  all  instances  paid  over.  The  directors  acquitted 
Johnson  on  all  the  charges,  idthough  in  the  record  of  the  acquittal  they  state,  thai 
he  had  violated  the  law,  and  it  was  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  clerk,  that  he  had 
disobeyed  the' orders  of  the  warden.  Not  being  able  therefore,  to  acquit  him  of  tb( 
facts,  (heir  resort  was  to  acquit  him  of"  bad  intentions,"  and  Uiey  accompanied  thii 
acquittal  with  a  warm  eulo^  on  his  general  character.  Mr.  Jarvis  dissented  fronl 
this  report,  and  recorded  his  protest  against  it. 

By  the  decision  of  the  directors  to  acquit  Johnson,  they  confirmed  him  io  th< 
possession  and  exercise  of  those  powers  which  the  warden  had  forbidden  and  resist^ 
ed,  viz.  of  making  contracts  and  receiving  monies.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  thai 
Johnson  measured  stone  by  a  mysterious  kind  of  measure,  wnich  nobody  but  himsell 
and  one  Bowman  associated  wi&  him  understood.  Johnson  being  asked  to  explain 
his  measures,  gave  a  paper  unintelligible  to  every  body  who  saw  it ;  and  until  tb^ 
late  inquiry,  it  was  not  known  to  any  person  except  himself  and  Bowman,  how  storU 
rough  or  heum,  was  measured  in  the  State  Prison.  Johnson  also  fixed  over-stinj 
for  prisoners  made  the  cdlowance  for  it,  and  certified  it  to  the  commissary.  Mr 
Johnson  received  a  commission  of  five  per  cent, on  all  the  stones  sold  from  the  Prison  | 
which  commission  alone,  independently  of  his  salary,  has  amounted  to  from  $20(M] 
to  $3000  per  annum  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

This  was  the  arrangement  to  which  we  have  referred,  and  to  which  the  wardefl 
never  would  accede.  Johnson's  salary  as  overseer,  is  $854  per  annum;  and  ifwc 
add  to  this  the  privilege  of  taking  any  work,  stock  or  provisions  from  the  Prison  ii 
contract  price,  and  any  labor  of  the  convicts  at  SO  cents  a  day — Mr,  ^Johnson  haj 
long  had  the  most  Iticrative  post  in  this  Commonwealth,  Thus  are,  and  long  have 
been  vested  those  important  powers  originally  given  by  law  to  the  warden,  and  foi 
the  faithful  execution  of  which  he  was  required  to  give  a  bond  with  good  security  in 
the  penal  sum  of  $20,000.  The  custody  and  police  of  the  prisoners,  the  only  re^ 
maining  branch  of  the  warden's  power,  except  that  of  treasurer  to  the  Prison,  waa 
transferred  by  a  by-law  to  the  "  keeper  "  of  the  Prison,  another  officer  holding  hi^ 
place  and  livelihood  at  the  will  of  the  directors ;  and  not  under  bonds.  The  con' 
sequences  of  this  disruption  of  power  and  responsibility  may  be  easily  imagined, 
All  sorts  of  abuses  crept  in  ;  and  perpetual  collisions  of  authority  were  daily  occur' 
ring  between  the  "  director  of  the  week"  so  called,  and  the  warden. 

By  the  law  of  1811,  the  directors  were  required  to  meet  monthly  as  a  board  at  tb< 
Prison,  and  to  visit  it  by  turns  at  least  three  times  a  week.  The  object  of  the  Gene' 
ral  Court,  was  to  establish  a  supervision  merely,  but  the  directors  assumed  execU' 
five  and  ministerial  powers,  interfered  directly  in  the  employment,  the  clothing:, 
feeding  and  punishing  of  the  convicts.  The  result  is,  that  the  warden  sometimes  puts 
a  man  in  solitary  confinement,  and  the  director  of  the  week  comes  along,  and  seti 
him  at  liberty ;  the  warden  refuses  an  indulgence  as  to  books,  food  or  amusement, 
and  the  director  grants  it ;  the  warden  orders  a  convict  into  one  workshop,  and  the 
director  orders  him  back  again. 
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In  one  word,  the  warden  haft  no  ondispated  power  left,  over  the  food,'the  clothing, 
in  keeping,  employment,  and  punishment  of  the  convicts.  He  has  been  deprived 
of  afl  power,  except  of  keeping  and  paying  the  money  which  may  come  to  his 
baada ;  this  could  not  be  taken  away,  but  a  method  was  found  to  do  it  in  effect,  by 
iitoreeptiiig  the  money  on  its  way  to  his  hands. 

From  such  a  disproportioned,  confused,  and  irresponsible  state  of  affairs,  men  of 
eiperienee  wouki  be  prepared  to  expect  any  kind  or  extent  of  abuse. 

We  complete  our  remarks  with  an  enumeration  of  the  prominent  abuses  in  the 
PwoD,  which  ha^e  been  brought  to  iisht  by  tiie  late  investigation,  and  we  possesn 
ttterials  hi  witting  for  two  or  three  chapters  on  this  head. 

Oter-tHfU,  T&  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  will  not  generally  know  what  is 
B«ant  by  this  term,  without  a  definition.  It  means  that  work  which  a  convict  per- 
^fm  in  the  Prison,  beyond  the  task  appointed  for  him  by  his  overseers.  For  Uie 
Kttiov  of  stmt,  and  the  allowance  of  over-stint  money,  there  is  no  /atr.  It  is  an 
eU  abase,  and  has  been  recognized  and  sanctioned  by  the  directors.  The  whole 
tmomt  of  money  which  the  convicts  earn  and  dispose  of  in  a  yectr,  by  means  of 
ftii  abase,  is  nearly  six  thauscmd  doUars.  This  they  employ  sometiipes  in  hiring 
k^  tovnnl  tend  other  persons  to  obtain  pardon  for  them  ;  sometimes  in  employ- 
ia?  persons,  generaDy  lawyers,  to  obtain  or  prevent  the  passage  of  criminal  or  peni- 
ttatiuy  hws,  which  they  like  or  dislike  ;  and  on  these  occasions,  a  purse  is  made 
■p  by  assessment  or  contribution ;  sometimes  this  fund  is  employed  to  corrupt  the 
BiH  officers  of  the  Prison,  to  obtain  improper  indulgences,  or  to  effect  an  escape. 
A  abort  time  since  an  officer  was  corrupted  with  the  prisoner's  money,  and  made  his 
neape  wnder  very  peeuHar  dreumstanees — but  the  most  common  and  general  use 
fifover-stint  is  to  procure  luxuries  of  various  kinds,  such  as  tea,  coffee,  tobacco, 
nft,  crackers,  freth  fish,  butter,  cheese,  cider,  apples,  9fe,  every  one  of  which 
8  forbidden  by  the  laws.  Sometimes  over-stint  money  is  sent  to  the  relations  and 
^d  to  the  eredUors  of  convicts. 

By  the  law,  the  prisoners  are  allowed  coarse  beef,  pork,  rye  and  indian  mealt 
wiatses,  salt  fish,  and  lard. 

fa  1823,  the  directors  petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council  for  leare  to  allow  the 
rnMmen  other  articles  of  food  for  their  over-stint  money :  such  as  butter,  cheese, 
rUff,  heer,  &c.  in  general  the  articles  above  first  enimierated.  Tliis  application 
wt  an  onqmlified  negative  from  Gov.  Brooks  and  his  Council,  as  asking  a  thing  for- 
^aM«n  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  subsequent  application  was  made 
ia  die  time  of  Gov.  Eustis,  and  there  is  no  regular  record  of  its  being  granted. 

Another  abuse  connected  witii  this  over-stint,  is  too  remarkaUe  to  be  passed 
svn'.  The  daily  task  or  stint  at  the  Prison  Is  about  half  that  of  any  other  stone 
jV'i  m  the  State.    In  the  Prison  a  day's  work  is  2  feet ;  out  of  it,  from  4  to  6  feet. 

Another  most  demoralizing  and  pernicious  abuse,  is  the  transfer  of  over-stint 
■oftey  from  one  convict  to  anotlier,  so  that  trading  and  gambling  are  carried  on. 

Tbe9e  orders  are  frequently  drawn  in  favor  of  the  officers  of  the  Prison :  and 
M*aetiBK»  the  money  of  convicts  is  paid  to  officers  on  their  giving  a  verbal  direction 
(bat  it  sbonld  be  so. 

Pof  ajui  priviUge  of  officers.  We  would,  in  the  first  place,  repeat  the  fiict  of 
J«hii9oii*9  eommissiona,  amounting  to  from  |^  2,000  to  ^3,000  per  annum. 

Next  we  would  mention  the  taking  by  officers  of  stores,  stock  and  labor  of  the 
^«n  at  very  low  prices,  and  in  their  oum  departments  charging  themselves,  or 
^riag  the  commissary  to  charge  them  with  it.  This  abuse  extends  to  taking  of 
"^  wood,  potatoes,  pork,  molasses,  fish,  leather,  iron,  &c.  &c.,  in  short,  to  all 
(kiapi  which  the  Commonwealth  has  in  the  Prison  :  and  to 'the  employment  of  the 
CBBnets  at  30  cents  a  day.  The  consequence  is,  that  officers  have  their  shoes  and 
<^o<he9,  and  farming  utensils  made  in  the  Prison ;  their  wood  sawed  and  carted ; 
u4  the  small  officers  have  provisions  for  themselves  and  families. 

Ancther  abuse  is  the  profit  made  by  the  commissary,  William  H.  Lane,  on  the 
Tocfnes  dealt  out  to  prisoners  for  over-stint  money.  The  commissary  admitted  on 
<^  stand,  that  he  made  $400  or  $500  per  annum  by  tliis  trade,  and  no  account 
ttf  his  purchases  was  ever  required  of  him.  His  annual  salary  is  fixed  by  law 
««554. 

"fnother  abuse  is,  that  two  of  the  turnkey's  or  watchmen,  are  allowed  ten  cents 
c>rii  per  day,  for  assisting  the  commissary  to  deal  out  his  groceries,  and  this  20 
«<nts  per  day  is  paid  by  9ie  Commonwealth. 

Another  tlbuse  is,  tliat  the  small  officers  are  allowed  6  per  cent  on  the  admission 
^^oaef  at  the  Prison,  i.  e.  on  money  paid  by  the  visitors  for  seehig  the  Prison. 
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JInother  ahu$e  is,  that  the  oveneen  are  aUowed  160  lbs.  of  potk  beyond  theii 
salary,  for  tendmc  the  swine  in  the  Prison.  The  law  says  that  their  salaries  shall 
be  in  lieu  of  all  oSier  pay  and  raiionB*  All  these  abuses  are  by  votes  and  orders  oi 
the  directors,  never  approved  and  never  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Council ^ 
although  they  are  required  to  be  so  at  the  very  first  meeting  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  after  the  passing  of  the  same.  We  except,  of  course,  the  application,  and  a| 
best,  irregular  and  illegal  grant,  for  luxuries  to  be  purchased  by  over-stint  naoney. 
For  three  years  the  board  of  directors  have  been  in  the  almost  daily  habit  of  passing 
•otest  rules  and  orders,  all  which  terms  amount  to  the  same  thing,  without  having 
submitted  one  of  them  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  by  law  they  are  required  to 
do. — And  many  of  these  votes,  &c.  are  in  direct  contravention,  not  only  of  the  lavra 
of  the  Commonwealth,  but  of  the  by-laws  formerly  established  by  the  directors 
themselves,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  Council.  That  a  deficit 
should  happen  under  such  management  is  not  surprising ;  the  wonder  is,  that  it  hay 
not  happened  to  a  greater  extent.  That  a  perpetual  quarrel  has  subsisted  betvreeni 
the  directors  and  warden,  we  consider  unfortunate  for  the  Prison,  but  fortunate  for 
the  warden. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  favorite  and  cherished  project  of  the  directors  to  get 
rid  of  the  warden.  Five  years  ago  they  printed  and  published  a  document  under 
their  hands,  in  which  they  said  he  was  a  useless  and  superfluous  officer ;  and  this 
was  nearly  true ;  but  the  answer  should  have  been,  "  The  votes  of  the  direc* 
tors  have  made  him  so."  The  time  appeared  at  last  to  have  arrived  for  striking 
the  final  blow  to  the  power  and  official  existence  of  the  vrarden.  Johnson  was 
pernLtted  to  make  groundless  accusations,  which  were  adopted  and  sent  to  his 
Excellency  by  the  directors.  Fortunately,  and  wisely,  the  Governor  laid  the  direc- 
tors* accusatory  document  before  the  Legislature,  and  it  has  been  thoroughly 
examined. 

Shortly  after  the  submission  of  these  charges  to  the  Legislature,  they  were 
followed  by  another  direct  and  open  one  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  against  the 
warden,  for  disobeying  an  order  of  the  directors. 

We  said  that  there  was  one  cause  of  the  deficit,  assigned  by  Johnson,  and  not  im- 
plying fault  any  where,  of  which  the  directors  took  no  notice,  and  that  they  copied  no 
causes,  but  those  criminatory  of  the  warden.  The  cause  of  deficit,  to  which  we 
refer  as  specified  by  Johnson,  but  not  adverted  to  at  all  in  the  report  of  the  directors, 
was  a  very  material  one,  viz.  a  decreased  demand  of  hammered  stone,  and  especially 
of  that  for  coving  and  other  ornamental  work,  which  had  in  former  years  been  most 
profitable  to  the  Prison,  while  the  Market  House  and  other  edifices  were  being 
built.  The  directors  did  not  think  proper  to  mention  this ;  yet  they  affirmed  that 
they  had  no  controversy  with  the  warden,  that  they  were  not  and  would  not  be  a 

Sarty.  The  warden  appeared  to  have  entirely  mistaken  the  afiair,  and  instead  of 
aving  a  host  of  enemies  to  encounter,  found  not  an  individual  who  was  disposed  to 
appear  before  the  committee  in  that  character.  One  of  the  directors  however  did 
attend  throughout  the  investigation,  and  occasionally  addressed  the  committee,  and 
interrogated  the  witnesses ;  and  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  hearing,  Mr.  John- 
son requested  by  his  attorney,  James  T.  Austin,  Esq.  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 

To  this  request  the  committee  immediately  acceded,  and  Johnson  produced 
witnesses,  was  sworn  and  testified  himself,  and  was  heard  by  his  counsel  in  an  argu- 
ment. The  remaining  two  directors  did  not  attend  constantly  before  the  conunittee, 
but  they  attended  occasionally,  were  examined  by  the  counsel  for  the  warden,  and, 
finally,  they  also  requested  to  be  heard  in  argument  before  the  committee,  and  tfai^ 
too  after  the  counsel  for  the  warden  had  closed.  The  warden  having  been  obliged, 
by  the  declining  of  the  directors  to  meet  him  and  sustain  their  charges,  to  take  the 
affirmative,  had  a  right  to  close  upon  tlie  directors,  or  whomsoever  else  should  be- 
come a  party  to  the  inquiry.  However,  the  committee  with  great  liberality,  per- 
mitted the  two  directors,  Messrs.  Finney  and  Jarvis,  to  be  heard  after  Uie  case 
was  closed  on  the  part  of  the  warden,  and  after  they  had  refused,  as  above  men- 
tioned, to  appear  as  a  party,  and  disclaimed  any  thought  or  intention  of  having  a 
controversy  with  the  warden.  The  warden  did  not  object  to  this  course,  thus 
waiving  his  right  to  be  heard  last. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  but  just  to  observe,  that  if  any  benefit  should  result,  as  there 
is  hope  that  there  will,  from  this  laborious  and  difficult  investigation,  it  will  be  pri- 
marily owing  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Lincoln,  who  has  followed  up  the 
sSisXn  of  this  institution  with  a  vigilance  and  energy,  which  it  is  no  disparagement  of 
any  predecessor  to  say,  have  not  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  State  Prison.** 
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With  what  indq)endence  the  committee  acted,  in  view  of  this  testi- 
mony, may  be  seen  in  the  following  extracts  from  their  Report : 

''The  joint  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  His  Excellencv  the  Gov- 
enMM-'s  Message,  which  relates  to  the  affairs  of  the  State  Prison,  respectfully  Report, 
in  pan,  that  they  have  been  constantly  occupied  since  their  appointment,  in  the  in- 
tBtijEatioD  of  the  afiairs  of  that  establishment,  and  present  the  following  as  the  re- 
sult of  tbeir  labors. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  was  first  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  ascertain  (he 
ouses,  which  have  produced  the  great  differences  in  (he  receipts  during  the  year 


cf  the  Prison  of  ^9,719  17,  and  in  the  latter  of  which  there  is  a  balance  debited 
k)  the  State  of  $6,S92  56,  making  a  difference  in  the  two  years  of  $16,111  73. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  anxious  to  possessLall  the  information,  which  could 
^  obtained  on  this  unexpected  result  of  the  last  year's  business  of  the  Prison,  ad- 
«ire»9ed  a  letter  to  the  directors,  dated  November  24,  1827,  in  which  he  requested 
ieiB  to  furnish  him  with  such  explanations  as  they  could  obtain  on  the  subject.  At 
the  same  time,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  warden,  containing  a  request  that  he 
^vM  communicate  to  the  directors  such  information  as  might  be  in  his  possession. 
The  directors  also  made  a  similar  request. 

Tbt  dD«ctors  requested  Mr.  Johnson  to  aid  them  in  their  inquiry  ; — ^in  comp!!- 
uce  with  this  request,  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1827,  he  furnished  them  witfi 
ifiatement  of  facts  arranged  in  the  manner  of  charges :  this  statement  was  incorpo- 
nted  into  the  commanicadon  made  by  the  directors  to  the  Governor,  on  the  22d 
^J  of  December,  1827,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  Nov.  24th,  1827. 

The  existence  of  Johnson's  letter  to  the  directors,  and  the  contents  of  their  letter 
to  the  Governor,  was  not  known  to  the  warden,  until  after  His  Excellency's  Mes- 
^^  was  communicated  to  the  Legislature  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
swson. 

In  these  commimications  of  the  directors  and  Mr.  Johnson,  it  is  stated,  that  cou- 
nts for  stone  to  the  amount  of  about  $8,500,  might  have  been  made,  with  various 
?»^oos  and  corporations,  which  the  warden  refused,  or  neglected  to  obtain,  and 
^t  the  profit  of  such  contracts  was  lost  to  the  Prison. 

That  a  loss  was  sustained  by  the  State  in  consequence  of  a  contract  made  on  the 
13^  April,  1827,  between  the  warden  and  the  agent  for  the  Quincy  Railway  Com- 
P^T  for  the  supply  of  the  Quincy  granite,  and  which  was  not  of  good  quality,  not 
«(9  quarried,  and  should  not  have  been  received  b^  the  warden  on  these  accounts. 

That  there  was  not  kept  in  the  stone  sheds  a  sufficient  number  of  stone  cutters  to 
c^plete  in  proper  season,  the  contracts,  which  might  have  been  undertaken,  and 
^  thb  was  owins  to  employing  on  the  new  Prison,  men,  who  were  vranted  in  the 
'9tit  sheds,  and  who  could  have  been  more  profitably  employed  there. 

That  the  warden  did  not  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Quincy  stone,  for  the 
A<»e  sheds,  for  the  winter  of  1826  and  1827,  to  be  prepared  for  sale  in  the  then 
*^»fflig  spring. 

There  wa$  a  great  deal  of  testimony  offered  to  the  committee  in  support  of  these 
^^oHof^,  butiiis  their  opinion^  that  they  were  not  made  out  by  proof,  and  in 
f^et,  titat  they  were  disproved  by  the  evidence  produced  by  the  warden, 

OvEx-tTiNT. — There  is  no  provision  in  any  of  the  laws,  relating  to  the  State 
^*^i»n^  on  the  subject  of  over-stint ;  it  is  established  bt  a  bt-law,  made  by 
^i  DiaxcTOR*,  and  so  much  of  it,  as  was  not  repugnant  to  the  general  laws,  on 
1^  7th  March,  1823,  received  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  uouncil,  which  is 
'^tial  to  the  validity  of  a  by-law.  It  provides,  that  whenever  a  prisoner  of  the 
^  ciaisis  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  over- work,  the  amount  shall  be  received 
^  the  cleik,  and  remitted  to  bis  friends,  or  kept  for  his  use,  until  his  discharge  from 
1^^^,  at  the  prisoner's  option ;  and  that  over-stint  compensation  being  the  reward 
7  p^ionai  industry t  prisoners  are  strictly  forbidden  to  bargain,  sell,  give,  ex- 
change  vr  otherwise  part  with  it  from  one  to  another. 

TVre  b  no  direction  in  any  by-law  on  the  subject  of  over-stint  to  the  second  and 
"^  cbsges,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  a  regulation  to  allow  them  twenty-five 
f«oti  per  week,  when  earned.  The  business  of  stint  and  over-stint,  in  each  depart- 
Bi«ttthMbecn  regnlated  by  the  overseer  of  the  same. 

The  amount  of  over-stint  earned  by  each  convict  or  company  of  convicts,  is  en- 
tered by  the  overseen  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  in  a  book  kept  by  them  for  that 
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purpose,  and  the  entries  in  them  reported  to  the  commissaiy,  who  keeps  abook  of  over- 
stint,  in  which  each  convict  or  company  are  credited  with  the  over-stint,  reported  to 
have  been  earned  W  &em.  The  amount  of  over-stint  credited  to  the  convicts  em- 
ployed within  the  mion  was  for  the  year  ending  SOth  September,  1827,  to  wit  : 

In  the  Stone  Sheds, #1,869  45 

On  New  Prison, 2,168  56 

To  those  let  on  contracts,  about,        .        .        •        1,748  00 

Making  in  the  whole,  .     #5,281  01 

The  eonunittee  lament  the  neeeaaity  of  stating  that  they  are  satisfied  thai  the 
greatest  ahuses  have  been  practised  under  the  cover  of  the  regulations  qf  over* 
stint ;  and  among  them  are  the  following : 

Transfers  of  over-stint  from  one  convict  to  another,  hate  frequently  been  tnade, 
sometimes  by  written  orders,  and,  sometimes,  by  representations  by  the  overseerM, 
Uiat  it  was  the  wish  of  one  convict,  that  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  over>stint  money 
due  to  him  should  be  passed  to  tiie  credit  of  another,  who  has  been  allowed  to  expend 
it  for  articles  not  allowed  by  law ;  sometimes  the  transfers  were  made  on  the  verbal 
request  of  the  convict. 

It  has  been  customary,  to  form  convicts  of  the  three  classes  into  companies,  and  the 
amount  of  their  over-stint  credited  to  the  head  man  of  the  company,  who  received  it 
for  the  use  of  the  company,  whereby  the  use  of  the  over-stint  during  iDiprxsonnient, 
is  permitted  to  the  convicts  of  the  third  cla8S>  which  is  virtually  forbidden  by  the  by- 
laws. 

jSrtieles  qf  food,  and  other  articles,  the  use  of  which  in  the  Prison,  is  prohibited 
in  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  2Sd  February,  1822,  such  as  crackers,  milk,  onions, 
chocolate,  tobacco,  snuff,  tea,  coffee,  rice,  pepper,  flour,  apples,  eider,  4rc.  hetpe 
been  freely  admitted  into  the  Prison,  and  used  by  the  conoicts,  who  have  p<Midfor 
them  with  their  over-stint.  The  pretence  under  which  the  two  first  named  articles 
have  been  allowed  to  the  convicts,  was,  "  that  from  their  confinement  and  occupation 
in  the  Prison,  there  was  a  tendency  to  pulmonary  and  dyspeptic  complaints :"  and  it 
was  asserted,  that  such  articles  had  been  allowed  on  orders  from  the  physician,  'which 
he  had  occasionally  given,  and  which  were  considered  in  force  until  revoked  by  him. 
This  did  not  appear  to  be  the  intention  of  the  physician,  who  was  ezamined  by  the 
committee.  Very  iew  orders  of  this  description  were  produced,  and  they  did  not 
apply  to  many  cases  in  which  the  indulgence  had  been  allowed. 

The  amount  of  over-stint  money  was  not  fully  Accouifrxn  won,  nor  the 
profits  which  Juive  been  realized  by  those,  who  have  supplied  the  conviets  unth 
muk,  flour,  crackers,  tobacco,  ire,  admitted  or  proved,  Mr.  hone,  the  commissary^ 
admitted,  that  he  had  gained  from  $400,  to  #500  per  annum,  by  tupplyjanfr  the 
convicts  with  these  and  other  articles,  and  stated  that  lie  had  no  book,  or  doeu^ 
ments,  by  which  the  extent  of  his  dealings,  or  the  profits  couid  be  shown. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  principaf part  of  the  over-stint  money, 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1826,  to  the  SOth  dav  of  September,  1827,  must  have  been 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  articles  used,  although  prohibited,  in  the  I^rison, 
because  no  evidence  was  offered,  to  show  that  any  considerable  part  of  it  was  paid  to 
the  friends  of  the  convicts,  while  in  Prison,  or  to  themselves  on  their  discharge. 

2b  the  ruinous  consequences  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  which  must  Jtom  from 
the  practice  of  allowing  subordinate  officers  to  prescribe  the  stint,  which  has  al- 
ways been,  and  now  is  much  too  low,  to  award  to  the  convicts  the  value  of  the 
over-stintf  and  ufierwards  to  enjoy  a  part  of  it  in  the  ^trofits  derived  from  the  sale  of 
articles  furnished  by  them — the  attention  of  the  Legislature  need  not  be  invited  tn/ 
the  committee. 

During  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  Mr.  Soley  was  present,  Messrs.  Jarvi^ 
and  Finney  addressed  the  committee,  after  the  counsel  or  the  respective  parties 
had  finished  their  arguments;  Mr.  Johnson  was  present,  and  was  heard  by  his 
counsel. 

It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  that  Mr.  Johnson  should  no  foneer 
be  retained  as  an  officer  of  the  Prison.  This  opinion  is  formed  from  the  facts,  'which 
have  been  disclosed  during  this  examination.  They  believed  that  most  of  the  con- 
troversies and  troubles,  which  have  occurred  since  the  appointment  of  the  present 
warden,  can  be  traced  to  Mr  Johnson,  es;>ecially  the  charges  noticed  in  this  Report 
— that  his  object  has  been  to  impair  the  authority  of  the  warden,  in  the  accomplish' 
ment  of  which  he  has  been  countenanced  by  (he  directors, — more  especially,  Mf»f«>rs. 
Finney  and  Soley, — and  because  transactions  of  a  very  questionable  character  have 
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t«eii  piQVOil  against  Mr.  Johnson ;  and  although  they  are  satUfied  that  he  Is  a  skilful 
Uiei^bjiiic,  they  think  that  tranquillity  and  harmony  among  the  officers  of  the  Prison 
will  not  be  restored  while  he  remaios  an  olficer  of  the  institution.  The  compensation 
(•(  fi\t  per  cent  on  the  sales,  which  has  been  allowed  to  him  in  addition  to  his  salary 
i«  oveneer,  haa  been  too  great  for  the  services  rendered  by  him.  And  that  there 
WM/uM  have  been  a  specitic  sum  paid  to  him  for  his  services  as  superintendent  of  the 
<tooesbed,  instead  oi  which  tlic  directors  liave  allowed  him  to  charge  the  commission 
v'  bre  per  cent  on  the  sales,  which  amoimted  to  ^987  90  for  the  half  y6ar  ending 
« th«  30ih  September,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  overseer. 

The  committee,  in  view  of  the  foregoing  and  other  abuses,  which  have  for  a  long 
'm  existed  in  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  State  Prison,  report  a  bill, 
'^  provisions  of  which  they  think  will  remedy  the  existing  evils,  which,  in  their 
•  «uoD,  are  to  be  attributed,  in  no  small  degree  to  the  defects  in  the  present  system." 

In  the  Second  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  it  is  said, 
that  "  the  ?ices  of  the  prisoners,  in  which  they  have  been  detected, 
ue  bribing  persona  to  bring  them  prohibited  articles,  by  a  most 
inixhieTous  and  demoralizing  use  of  their  over-stint  money.  It  has 
'«en  used  to  purchase  cards,  spirits,  digitalis,  bills  to  be  altered  and 
materials  to  alter  them.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  $4,000 
umually  could  be  the  procuring  cause  of  more  moral  evil,  than  this 
unount  of  over-stint,  subject  to  the  order  of  convicts,  in  a  State 
Prison." 

1q  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  directors  of  the  Prison,  and  sent  to 
tk  members  of  the  Legislature,  just  before  the  session  of  the  last 
winter,  during  which  the  above  investigation  was  had,  they  say, 
speaking  of  over-stint,  page  10,  **  Nor  has  it  been  a  source  of  the  abuse 
jiieged  m  the  Report,  [i.  e.  the  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline 
Society,]  the  over-stint  not  being  at  the  disposal  of  the  prisoner  with- 
out an  express  order  from  the  director,  until  expiration  of  sentence." 

'*  The  transfer  of  over-stint  from  one  prisoner  to  another,  has  been 
^rictly  prohibited  by  the  board,  so  that  they  cannot  convert  the  over' 
^iiU  they  may  have  on  the  books,  into  a  circulating  medium  in  the 
W-  He  therefore  who  earns  it,  has  the  entire  use  of  it,  and  whcn- 
wei  an  ^propriation  is  permitted  by  the  director  or  directors,  the  ob- 
f^i  of  the  appropriation  is  investigated." 

Let  this  statement  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  facts  disclosed  in 
t!)e  investigation,  as  stated  by  the  committee  of  the  Legislature. 

There  is  one  other  point,  which  we  present  for  the  same  examina- 
<ioQ  and  comparison. 

In  the  Second  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  it  is  said, 
tbt  "  the  duties  of  the  officers,  particularly  of  the  directors  and 
^den,  have  not  been  sufficiently  defined,  and  consequently  there 
^^  been  a  controversy  between  them  for  many  years.  This  contro- 
Tersy  has  led  to  mutual  recrimination,  jealous  and  hostile  feelings  and 
'i^y  embarrassments  concerning  the  management  and  discipline  of 
^  institution.  It  is  not  surprising  that  a  house  thus  divided  against 
ii^^lf,  should  have  difficulties  within  and  without.  The  directors 
'('ink  the  warden's  office  unnecessary.  The  warden  may  commit  a 
"^n  to  the  cells  for  punishment,  and  the  director  for  the  week  remove 
•lira.  The  warden  remove  certain  indulojenccs  from  the  Prison,  and 
the  director  for  the  week  restore  them.  The  directors  order  monies 
M  to  an  assistant  keeper,  which  the  warden  thinks  unja.stifia]>le, 
-ind  the  warden  refuses  to  pay  it.     It  is  and  has  been  a  most  uuconi- 
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fortable  controversy,  totally  inconsistent  with  the  order  of  the  iostit 
tion,  and  the  interests  of  the  State." 

The  directors  remark  on  this  pari^aph,  page  14,  "  We  regret  th 
a  statement  like  this  should  be  put  in  circulation  by  any  individw 
It  is  hut  calling  up  the  controversies  of  former  years,  controversi 
which  occurred  not  between  the  present  warden  and  the  hoard,  but  b 
tween  them  and  an  officer  who  has  slept  for  years  in  his  grave.  1 
relation  to  the  present  warden,  this  board  endeavor  to  act  with  eoitrtii 
and  independence,  and  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  individuals  of  tl 
board  in  regard  to  the  utility  of  his  office,  or  his  opinion  in  regard  I 
the  util\ty  of  theirs,  they  have  always  treated  him  /and  his  station  icii 
perfect  respect." 

And  again,  page  15,  "  We  must  repeat  our  regrets,  that  diJicuHi 
should  be  represented  to  ezisf,  which  formerly  took  place  between  tH 
board  and  one  who  is, now  no  more**  \  , 

The  pamphlet  containing  these  declarations  was  signed  by  ] 
Finney,  John  Soley,  William  C.  Jarvis.  And  this  pamphlet  wi 
printed  and  sent  to  the  members  of  the  same  Legislature,  who  wei 
called  upon  by  the  Governor  in  his  message,  to  institute  an  invcstig^ 
tion,  in  which  the  first  object  of  attention  was  a  voluminous  documei] 
from  the  directors,  containing  allegations  against  the  ivarden,  col 
cerning  which  the  committee  say,  at  the  close  of  the  investigation 
"  There  was  a  great  deal  of  testimony  offered  to  the  committee  i\ 
support  of  these  allegations,  hut  it  is  their  opinion  thai  they  t^ere  nd 
made  out  by  proof,  and  in  fact  that  they  were  disproved  by  the  &A 
dcnce  produced  by  the  warden**  , 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accompanied  with  a  bill,  projxi 
sing  to  restore  the  warden  to  his  rights,  and  thus  reunite  power  an 
responsibility  ;  to  abolish  the  board  of  directors,  and  establish  a  boarl 
of  inspectors ;  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  to  devote  alJ  h^ 
time  to  the  interests  of  the  institution  ;  and  to  substitute  rations  to  b| 
supplied  by  contractors,  instead  of  purchasing  beef  and  meal  an( 
other  provisions  to  be  used  by  others  than  convicts.  .   , 

Against  the  report  of  the  committee  the  directors  of  the  Prisoi 
pent  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  calling  in  question  the  propriety  o 
their  proceedings.  .  i 

This  memorial  was  referred  by  the  Legislature  to  the  commit 
tee,  with  instructions  to  report  on  the  same,  in  view  of  the  facts  disj 
closed,  during  the  investigation  :  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  I^S*^'?] 
ture  proceeded  to  form  into  a  law,  in  all  its  important  sections,  the  bdl 
which  the  committee  had  reported.  Having  done  this,  the  Legislature 
received  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  directors, 
which  concluded  by  giving  some  parts  of  the  memorial  a  direct  nc^^ 
tive.  This  report  was  immediately  accepted  in  both  branches  of  tnj 
legislature.  The  bill  which  had  bfeen  passed  with  great  promptit«<i^ 
and  unanimity,  speedily  received  the  seal  and  signature  of  the  Govcrnofj 
A  resolve  was  afterwards  passed,  authorizing  the  Governor  to  appo^" 
commissioners  to  sit  during  the  recess  and  examine  the  ^f^^""  .?j 
the  Prison,  which  the  committee  had  not  time  fully  and  satisfactony 
to  investigate.  .    .  ^ 

Concerning  the  duties  devolved  upon  the  Executive,  of  appointing 
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fioiiiiiiissionen  on  the  acdoants,  and  appointing  officers  of  the  Prison 
Boder  the  new  law^  the  Governor  says,  in  his  speech^  at  the  opening 
d'tbe  May  session, 

"A  commission  for  examining  and  stating  the  accounts  of  the  State  Prison  has 
ben  eonitituted,  and  a  report  of  the  result  of  the  investigation  is  expected,  in  season 
In  be  liid  before  you,  at  the  present  session.  The  executive  eovemroent  of  the 
Priioo  has  also  been  re-organized  by  the  designation  of  distinguished  individuals  to 
coipcse  the  board  of  inspectors,  by  the  appointment  of  a  skilml  physician,  and  of  a 
(bapUin  whose  recommendations  import  successful  experience  and  peculiar  qualifi- 
otioDs  for  die  duties  of  that  highly  interesting  station,  and  by  the  reappointment 
d^  former  warden.  The  execution  of  the  law  has  been  committed  to  the  charge 
f^tfaoM  who  were  known  to  be  deeply  excited  to  give  to  the  system  of  contemplated 
yima  the  most  fiiithful  experiment,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect,  that  under  the 
tdaoaitioDS  of  the  past,  and  with  the  arrangements  for  the  future,  such  disappoint- 
■nti  as  have  been  heretofore  suflered»  whether  in  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  em- 
ffevnent  of  the  convicts,  or  in  the  moral  effects  of  penitentiary  discipline,  will  not 
tiw,  to  be  the  occasion  of  further  distrust  in  the  corrective  power  of  the  institution, 
V )  tax  upon  the  treasury  of  the  State.  Yet  the  entire  benefit  of  the  change  may  not, 
ir  doce  be  realized.  Until  the  completion  of  the  new  Prison,  which  under  the  strenu- 
vseiertjoiis  of  the  warden,  is  rapidly  carried  forward,  the  pernicious  influences  of  a 
wniptiDg  intercourse  are  not  to  be  prevented.  The  solitary  cell  alone,  can  withdraw 
Ibe  depraved  offender  from  a  hardening  correspondence  with  kindred  vice,  and  by 
amiD«;  off  die  sources  of  extraneous  excitement,  leave  his  mind  to  the  occupation  of 
^^''^^tKm,  to  the  reprovings  of  an  awakened  conscience,  and  to  the  successful  appfica- 
linaf  oeans  for  bis  reformation  and  moral  improvement" 

The  commissioners  on  the  accounts  submitted  a  report  in  part  only 
ai  the  May  session,  and  say,  "  It  has  been  found  necessary  in  order 
to  ibrm  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  finances  of  the  State  Prison,  that 
'bis  inresti^ation  should  embrace  the  ensuing  six  months  to  the  30th 
^■f  Sept  1828,  as- at  that  period  the  annual  account  of  stock  is  taken  and 
it  is  important  that  this  should  be  done  under  the  immediate  direction 
ud  supervision  of  the  commissioners." 

Tbu5  terminated  the  transactions  of  the  last  winter  in  regard  to  the 
^D  at  Charlestown. 

^HAT  ARE  THE  FUTURB  PROSPECTS  OF  THE  NEW  pRISON  IN 
^MUDELPHIA  t 

We  gave  the  plan  of  this  Prison  in  the  Second  Report,  and  stated 
«e  principles  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  designed.  •  In  the 
•M  of  building,  the  great  peculiarity,  which  the  projectors  sought, 
**3  solitary  cells  in  which  it  should  be  physically  impossible  for  the 
<^ncts  to  communicate  with  each  other  from  cell  to  cell.  And  the 
P^  principle,  which  was  to  be  acted  upon,  was  solitary  confinement 
J*J  and  night,  without  labor.  To  secure  the  first  object,  a  plan  of 
Mdiog  was  adopted,  broad,  complicated,  inconvenient,  and  expen- 
*^'p-  Against  this  plan  of  building  we  made  the  following  objections 
**  the  Second  Report ; — the  dilGculty  of  preventing  the  prisoners  from 
^^^^unamcating  with  each  other  either  through  the  air  chamber  or 
wer  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  ;  the  impossibility  of  inspecting 
the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  in  the  cells  or  in  the  exercising  yards, 
^«hcr  from  the  observatory  in  the  centre  of  the  large  yard,  or  fVom  tlie 
towers  on  the  external  wall ;  the  diHiculty  of  the  keepers  knowing' it 
jQ  cases  of  sudden  sickness  and  distress  among  the  prisoners ;  the 
««hiness  of  making  every  cell  a  water-closet ;  the  difficulty  of  intro- 
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daeing  labor  if  it  should  be  found  necessary ;  the  difficulty  of  eomni 
nicating  instruction,  and  the  expense.  Since  that  Report  was  writte 
on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia,  the  experiment  was  made  to  ascerta 
whether  the  first  point  was  gained,  viz.  cells  so  constructed  that 
should  be  impossible  to  converse  from  cell  to  cell.  Having  enten 
separate  cells  and  closed  the  doors,  opening  into  the  exercising  yarc 
and  the  passage,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  conversing.  Aft^ 
leaving  the  cells,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  conversing  from  one  exel 
cising  yard  to  another,  when  we  were  in  adjoining  yards,  or  from  yai 
to  yard  with  several  intervening.     Here  then  is  a  perfect  TAnxi 

IN  THE  FIRST  GREAT  OBJECT  IN  THIS  PLAN  OF  BUILDING.      It  is  Dcitb^ 

impossible  nor  difiicult  for  persons  to  converse  from  cell  to  cell,  < 
from  exercising  yard  to  exercising  yard.  The  plan  of  building  i 
other  respects,  i.  e.  in  regard  to  facilities  for  inspection  and  instnM 
tion,  guarding  and  keeping,  airing  and  cleansing,  lighting  and  warn 
ing,  as  well  as  the  principle  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  d< 
signed,  i.  e.  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  has,  i 
we  have  already  said  in  this  Report,  a  great  weight  of  opinion  an 
fact  against  it  in  America  and  Europe.  We  shall  now  proceed  t 
show  the  truth  of  this  declaration,  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  confim 
ing  the  argument  of  our  last  Report  against  the  plan  of  building,  an 
the  principle  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  ( 
contributing  all  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  systcn 
which  we  should  so  much  deprecate.  This  is  the  critical  time,  i 
which  what  can  be  done,  ought  to  be  done ;  because  the  Legislature  (| 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  next  session,  will  be  called  upon  to  decide  thi 
final  question,  which  has  been  suspended  nearly  two  years,  whethe 
this  Prison  shall  be  completed  on  the  original  plan,  or  one  on  anotbfl 
and  more  generally  approved  plan  adopted. 

The  opinion  of  Lafayette  is  thus  expressed  in  a  letter,  dat« 
August,  1825,  to  a  gentleman  in  England  : 

"  As  to  Philadelphia,"  says  the  general,  "  I  had  already,  on  my  visit  of  the  las 
year,  expressed  my  regret,  Uiat  the  great  expenses  of  the  new  Penitentiary  WW'"! 
had  been  chiefly  calculated  on  a  plan  of  solitary  confinement.  This  matter  bas  latel] 
become  an  object  of  discussion.  A  copy  of  your  letter,  and  my  own  observations  havt 
been  requested ;  and  as  both  opinions  are  actuated  by  equally  honest  and  good  M 
ings,  as  solitary  con6ncment  has  never  been  considered  but  with  a  view  to  rcfonna 
tion,  I  believe  our  ideas  will  have  their  weight  with  men,  who  have  been  discoorasei 
by  late  failures  of  success  in  the  reformation  plan.  It  seems  to  me  two  of  the  inoi^jj 
vcnicnces  most  complained  of  mi^ht  be  obviated,  in  makinfi;  use  of  the  solitary  cfU 
to  separate  the  prisoners  at  ni^t,  and  multiplying  the  rooms  o/eotMHon  lo^^^  *" 
as  to  reduce  the  number  in  each  room  to  whiai  it  was,  when  the  poptilation  f/"" 
less  dense  ;  an  arrangement  which  would  enable  the  managers  to  kecj)  distiucuon 
among  the  men  to  be  reclaimed,  according  to  the  state  of  their  morals  and  behavior- 

And  again,  as  expressed  to  an  American  gentleman,  in  a  lette 
from  him  dated  Sept.  1826 : 

«  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  think,  said  he,  that  the  system  of  solitary  confmi 
ment  is  a  new  idea,  a  new  discovery ; — not  so — it  Is  only  the  revival  of  the  8>'slpn»< 
the  BasUle.  The  Stote  of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  given  to  the  world  an  ^^^^P'J.* 
humanity,  and  whose  code  of  philanthropy  has  been  quoted  and  canvassed  by  a"  ^ 
rope,  is  now  about  to  proclaim  to  the  world  the  Incfficacy  of  the  system,  and  "^^^l^f  /^j 
restore  the  cruel  code  of  the  most  barbarous  and  unenlightened  age.— I  hope  my  IruJ" 
of  Pennsylvania  will  consider  the  effect  this  system  had  on  the  poor  prisonew  ol 
Bastile.  I  repaired  to  the  scene,  said  he,  on  the  second  day  of  the  demolition,  | 
found  tliat  all  tlie  prisoners  had  been  deranged  by  their  solitary  confinemeDt,  exc  | 
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•e;-^  had  been  a  priioiier  twenty-five  yean,  and  was  led  fok'th  dminf^  the  hefght 
of  the  tunniHuous  riot  of  the  people,  whilst  engaged  in  tearing  down  the  building. 
He  looked  around  with  amazement,  for  he  had  seen  nobody  for  that  ppace  of  time, 
ifid  before  night  he  was  so  much  affected,  that  he  became  a  confirmed  maniac,  from 
vtieh  flitoation  he  never  recovered.'* 

The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society, 
pr(^»nted  and  published  in  1827,  contains  the  following  remarks  on 
\k  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia : 

'Ss  there  are  eome  parts  of  the  plan  which  appear  objectionable  to  the  com- 
Qiiitee,  they  subjoin  the  principal  remarks  wliich  luive  occurred  to  them. 

The  want  of  doors  next  the  middle  passages  appears  to  be  a  particular  defect  in 
^t  eoostniction,  as  in  case  of  the  officer's  discovering  negligence  or  improper 
txoiiiiet  in  any  prisoner,  (through  the  inspection  aperture,)  1^  cannot  have  direct 
ktt»  to  any  of  the  cells,  but  must  pass  out  of  the  building,  and  round  the  exterior 
<  the  large  court  or  garden,  before  he  can  enter  the  prisoner's  apartment 

\u  (Hrder  to  secure  a  proper  degree  of  superintendence  over  the  prisoners,  it 
^^m  requisite  that  inspectors  should  be  constantly  employed  in  passing  through 
ie  pa^B^  of  the  interior,  and  m  separately  viewin|^  each  cell.  The  inspection  of 
ti  saaali  yards  from  the  central  watch-tower,  must,  it  is  considered,  be  incomplete, 
o  the  prisoners  will,  in  a  great  degree,  be  screened  by  the  side  walls.  The  square 
"icWs  of  the  buildings  and  yards,  next  the  centre,  will  also  impede  the  officer's 
"fw  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the  intervening  courts  and  external  boundaries. 
Itn  low  elevation  of  the  division-walls  between  the  yards,  appears  to  offer  means  of 
enoffliBiication  from  yard  to  yard,  and  a  temptation  to  escape  over  the  walls.  As 
lie  cells  are  to  be  only  one  story  high,  the  prisouers  will  constantly  be  placed  near 
i^  lur&ce,  in  small  rooms,  which  are  not  intended  to  be  ventilated  by  doors  or 
vmdowa  opposite  to  each  other.  By  this  confined  arrangement,  it  is  considered 
t^  the  salubrity  of  the  interior  cannot  be  rendered  so  complete  as  if  the  sleeping- 
cey»  bd  been  formed  in  one  or  more  upper  stories ;  in  that  case  they  could  still  be 
^iow  tbe  external  boundary,  and  they  would  have  a  much  better  system  of  ventila- 
*tit  By  these  means,  also,  the  whole  might  be  rendered  more  economical  in  point 
^  eipeose,  and  less  space  would  be  occupied  by  the  boildings  than  according  to 
^  {rresent  design. 

Hbe  description  of  the  Prison,  received  by  the  committee,  m^es  no  mention  of 
iH»pel,  iriiich  does  not  appear  to  be  provided  in  the  plan :  neither  are  there  any 
*^p3itte  apartments  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  prisoners :  this  is, 
"^)  a  lamentable  omission  In  the  design." 

The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison^  in  a  report  submitted  to  the 
^islatore,  Jan.  7,  1828,  and  by  the  Legislature  published,  has  the 
^^Howlng  practical  obfiervations  on  the  new  Prison  at  Philadelphia  : 

"Tliere  are  some  objections  to  the  plan  of  the  Philadelphia  Prison  which  the  pub- 
^  ought  to  understand. 

It  appears  tiiat  the  yurd  contains  about  twelve  acres  of  ground,  on  one  side  of 
vbkh  ia  the  front  building,  and  through  the  basement  story  of  which,  is  an  arched 
*^':  hrge  enough  for  a  team  to  pass,  and,  of  course,  to  be  secured  by  a  heavy  and 
*"'/Dt  gate,  the  whole  building  being  within  the  outer  walls.  This  building  is  de- 
**s»^.  Dot  only  to  contain  the  family  of  the  first  officer  of  the  institution,  whose 
%«^  are  lighted  through  grates  of  massive  iron  bars,  but  also  to  contain  the  hospi- 
^' of  the  sicK,  on  one  side  of  the  keeper's  family,  and  on  the  other,  the  female  con- 
^^ ;  while  the  basement  story  is  to  be  occupied  as  cooking,  storage,  and  washing 
^Tartment  for  the  Prison ;  and  the  best  rear-yards,  must,  of  necessity,  be  set  apart 
■f  Ae  use  of  diose  departments,  leaving  little  or  no  accommodation  of  that  sort  for 
^Ji*' keeper's  famUy. 

Tbe  usual  and  most  convenient  approach  to  and  egress  from  the  family  rooms  of 
^  keeper,  is  through  a  narrow,  inconvenient,  winding  stair-way  leading  from  the 
"tJwd  way  to  those  rooms. 

By  theie  arrangement,  the  fiimily  of  the  keeper  or  warden;  is  literally  subjected  to 
t^^pnaonmsnt ;  surrounded  by  impervious  walls  and  immovable  grates,  and  can  only 
[W  the  unobstructed  light  of  heaven,  by  groping  their  way  through  a  passage, 
♦ttfr  fitted  for  an  entrance  into  a  subterranean  catacomb  than  to  the  residence  of  a 
*nilized  and  christian  fkmily. 
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Yet  •)!  this  ifl  a  trifling  matter,  when  compared  with  the  hofrors  of  a  hospital 
within  the  walls  of  a  family  dwelling,  where  the  shrieks  of  the  insane  and  the  groans 
of  die  dyin^  are  mingled,  with  the  yells  and  corses  of  abandoned  and  profligate 
female  convicts  in  adjacent  apartments. 

The  keeper  of  a  Penitentiary  must  expeet  to  ^ve  himself  up  entirely,  and  exert  his 
best  energies,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  must  expose  himself,  person* 
ally,  to  unpleasant  associations  and  considerable  hazard ;  but  he  ought,  at  leaBt«  to  be 
allowed  the  privilege,  as  well  as  the  means,  of  providing  a  safe,  comfortable,  and  re* 
spcctable  abode  for  his  wife  and  children,  free  from  the  physical  and  moral  codUudI- 
nation  of  a  Prison. 

There  are  many  matters  of  detail,  which,  in  the  course  of  bnsinem,  will  be  found, 
in  tlie  aggregate,  of  serious  moment,  although  it  is  difficult  to  describe  them,  and 
would  occupy  too  much  space,  and  too  far  extend  these  remarks :  but  some  of  tbem 
should  be  noticed.  All  the  food  of  the  prisoners  must  be  carried,  three  times  a  day, 
from  the  kitchen  on  one  side  of  the  twelve  acre  lot,  to  the  centre ;  and  from 'thence, 
the  carriers  are  to  diverge  off  in  seven  different  directions,  and  travel  down  the  passa* 
ges  to  the  extremes,  unfasten  the  small  windows,  put  the  food  througt^  them  into  the 
cells,  take  out  the  dishes  previously  left  and  fasten  up  each  window.  Allowinsr  one 
man  to  do  this  service  for  each  block,  how  long  would  it  take  him  thus  to  distribute 
the  food,  collect  and  return  to  the  kitchen  all  the  empty  di&hes,  and  how  many  times, 
in  the  business  of  each  meal,  would  he  need  to  travel  the  whole  extent  of  these 
passages  ? 

In  these  avenues  fragments  of  meat  and  vegetables  vrill  be  dropped,  soup  will  be 
epiUed;  and  to  preserve  health,  they  will  need  cleansing  often. — ^All  this  menial 
service  will,  of  course,  be  performed,  not  by  convicts,  but  by  the  hired  servants  of 
the  kitchen ;  and  what  will  prevent  them  from  communicating  with  tiie  convicts  in 
the  cells  ? 

If  the  assistant  keepers  are  required  to  watch  the  servants,  and  follow  them  back 
and  forth,  (a  service  not  likely  to  be  very  scrupulously  performed,)  the  waiters  still 
could  find  means  to  slip  in  tobacco,  spints,  letters,  &c.  from  convicts'  friends,  and 
associates  outside,  who  would  readily  discover  and  apply  means  of  successful  bribery 
to  these  prison  servants. 

Convicts*  clothes  must  be  frequently  changed,  and  probably  passed  through  the 
feeding  windows ;  this  also  will  afford  the  means  of  furnishing  forbidden  articles. 

To  shave  the  convicts,  a  keeper  must  take  a  barber  from  the  open  yard  into  thi 
exercising  yard,  and  thence  into  each  cell ;  and  all  these  treble  doors  to  each  cell 
must  be  unfastened  and  fastened  eveiy  time  the  convict  is  approached,  to  allow  hinl 
exercise,  to  be  examined  by  the  physician«  to  take  him  to  the  hospital,  and  for  an^ 
other  similar  purpose. 

Prudence  would  frequently  require  two  or  more  persons  to  enter  a  single  cell,  an^ 
always  in  the  night  time,  in  cases  of  emergency. 

Among  prisoners,  many  of  whom  are  always  of  dissipated  habits,  nothing  is  mor^ 
common  than  sudden  sickness  from  epileptic  and  other  fits,  bursting  of  blood  vesselsi 
cramps,  palsies,  &,c.  Such  cases  of  diistress  cannot  be  discovered  but  by  men 
chance,  by  almost  a  miracle,  before  it  might  be  too  late. 

And  if  discovered,  whether  in  the  day  or  night  time,  in  sunshine  or  storms,  musj 
be  brought  from  the  cells  through  all  those  doors,  and  open  yards,  and  avenues,  and 
passages,  to  the  hospital  in  the  keeper's  building.  Suppose  some  unfortunate  invalid 
should  suddenly  die  in  a  fit,  or  from  other  cause,  for  want  of  timely  notice  and  relie( 
what  excruciating  sufferings  would  such  a  calamity  occasion. 

The  quantity  of  hot  and  cold  air,  as  well  as  of  water  that  each  convict  may  use,  I 
to  be  regulated  by  himself.  In  cold  weather,  and  being  idle,  he  vrill  keep  his  cm 
too  hot  for  health,  and  will  not  be  apt  to  attend  much  to  ventilation ;  if  he  does,  li 
win  most  likely  take  all  the  hot  air  he  can  procure,  and  counteract  it  by  a  proAi<«i« 
of  eold  air  from  without.  I 

Should  many  pursue  this  course,  the  general  fund  of  heat  in  the  air  chambecj 
will  be  wasted,  which  will  compel  others  to  stop  their  cold  air  entirely,  and  prcved 
ventilation  altogether ;  and  then,  perhaps,  suffer  wi(h  cold  as  well  as  tliose  who  Tod 
have  exhausted  the  heat ;  and  while  many  from  constitution,  health,  or  age,  will  n 
les?  able  to  bear  the  cold  than  others.  In  the  same  way,  a  few  convicts  may  ked 
their  pipes  of  water  constantly  running,  and  waste  the  fountain. 

Without  going  further  into  particulars  on  this  point,  it  is  a  sufficient  objection,  tfa^ 
the  convicts  have  any  oower  or  control  over  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  rest,  evd 
though  it  may  affect  fnemselves :  for  there  wifl  always  be  some  who  will  cxerdi 
auch  power  for  mischievous  purposes." 
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The  new  Prison  at  Pittabarg,  was  coDfitructed  on  the  same  general 
principles  as  that  in  Philadelphia.  ,  There  was  a  slight  difference  in 
construction,  inasmuch  as  the  cells  were  built  on  the  circumference  of 
ik  circle,  and  not  on  the  radii.  But  both  were  designed  for  solitary 
cooiioement  day  and  night  without  labor.  The  Prison  at  Pittsburg 
has  been  occupied  by  a  few  convicts  more  than  a  year.  It  is  therefore 
importaDt  to  inquire^  how  the  experiment  succeeds  ?  In  answer  to  this 
inquiry,  we  give  an  extract  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Basil  Hall, 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  dated  July  1, 1828  :  ••  At  Pittsburg,  I  visited  the 
Penitentiary.  After  examining  some  of  the  unoccupied  cells,  I  asked 
13  see  those  in  which  the  prisoners  were  confined  in  solitude.  Accor- 
iinglj  we  were  shown  into  one  of  the  ranges,  where  38  persons,  I 
tiook,  were  locked  up ;  and  had  the  intermediate  doors  in  the  passage 
been  shut,  they  might  probably  have  found  it  not  very  easy  to  hold 
e>»DmaQication  ;  but  these  were  all  open,  and  the  prisoners  were  sit- 
ting at  their  gratings,  and  had  evidently  been  in  conversation  when 
ve  entered.  They  were  of  course  without  employment.  So  much  for 
ihe  solitary  principle." 

The  inspectors  of  the  Prison,  too,  express  some  doubt  whether  the 
principle  is  wise  and  good.  They  say  in  their  Report  to  the  Legisla* 
are,  dated  Feb.  8,  1828 : 

"That  this  system  is  well,  though  expensively,  calculated  for  the  safety  of  society 
9  the  complete  seclusion  of  the  convict ;  and  that  it  is  as  well  adapted  to  cherish 
^  hopes  of  his  ultimate  reformation  as  any  that  can  be  devised,  there  can  he  no 
<ijcb!.  It  must  however  he  admitted  that  it  is  still  made  a  question,  whether  the 
^t  efiects  could  not  be  equally  well  obtained  by  compelling  them  to  labor,  at 
^e  useful  occupation,  either  in  solitude  or  in  small  companies,  resorting  to  strict 
^^tiDement  for  limited  periods,  as  a  severer  punishment  for  the  higher  grades  of 
^jne,  sod  when  necessary  using  it  as  a  means  of  disciplining  and  subduing  the  re- 
^tory.  He  could  thus,  as  is  alleged,  be  compelled  in  some  measure  to  render 
•p  to  society  a  remuneration  for  his  maintenance  and  custody. 

It  a  httriy  practicable  with  the  present  plan  of  the  Penitentiary  to  earru  into 
T-^  eompUtt  solitary  imprisonment ^  without  keeping  the  criminads  contmually 
aa-jred  in  their  respective  cells.  So  strict  a  course  of  confinement  continued 
^^ily  for'^y  considerable  period  of  time,  would,  it  is  to  be  feared,  occasion  a 
ViMe  of  health.  Exercise  is  necessary,  and  Uiat  exercise  ought  to  consist  of  appli- 
'^^  to  labor,  or  walking  within  prescribed  limits.  Yet  we  iiave  seen  that  labor  is 
^'  provided  for  in  this  Penitentiary ;  and  as  to  the  opportunity  of  walking,  that, 
^^r  present  circumstances,  must  necessarily  be  indulged  in  front  of  the  entire  row 
^  ceQj,  to  which  the  prisoner  may  be  attached,  and  is  in  full  view  and  hearing  of 
fe  occnpants." 

Again,  in  answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  inspectors  by  the  com* 

si'sioners  of  the  Legislature,  A.  Brackenridge  replies  : 

J'A^  respects  a  system  of  labor,  I  was  at  first  apprehensive  that  considerable 
»<mtions  would  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  but  I  have  made  a  fiiU  inquiry  and 
^QcuoatioD,  and  am  satisfied  that  little  else  than  the  erection  of  workshops  is  ne- 
'^'ary  to  make  it  a  most  admirable  establishment,  uniting  the  two  systems  of  labor 
^  strict  confinement.  For  such  workshops,  there  are  ample  spaces  left,  and  in 
Ij:  a.oft  desirable  positions.  Three  large  workshops  each  about  40  feet  by  50  may 
^^  fretted,  on  each  side  of  the  central  yard.  These,  in  my  opinion  will  contain  am- 
I «- rtwm  for  the  exercise  of  all  the  convicts,  in  every  land  of  trade  that  can  he 
r-tiably  employed  in  an  establishment  of  this  kind.  |^ 3,000  would  build  these  six 
**'^^hop5,  and  enable  the  board  to  introduce  the  discipline  of  labor,  either  entirely 
'■■^pwtially.    To  furnish  you  with  the  views  of  the  board  of  inspectors  upon  this 


supporting  a  parcel  of  rogues 

k'^aic  expeo»e,  under  the  visionary  notion  of  sending  them  out  to  society  agaia 
*inu«a  and  regenerated." 
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The  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  cbse  of  a  very  learaet 
and  convincing  argument,  which  covers  77  closely  print^  pages 
come  to  the  following  conclusion,  Jan.  4,  1828  : 

"  Wo  have  \hw,  with  as  much  brevity  as  was  consistent  with  a  fair  and  full  es 
amiuatioD  of  the  Important  question  at  issue,  endeavored  to  comply.with  the  direc 
tions  of  the  Legislature  by  furnishing  "  such  suggestions  and  obsei-vations "  a 
ai>])ear  to  us,  necessary  to  a  proper  determination  on  the  subject  of  prison  discipline 
we  have  reviewed  the  several  modes  of  punishment  adopted  by  the  diflerent  nation 
olr  the  world,  and  examined  their  respective  advantages  and  evils.  Beginnioe  wit 
the  highest  and  simplest  of  punishment,  which  consists  in  the  deprivation  of  life,  an 
passing  Uirough  the  several  varieties  of  mitigated  infliction,  we  have  endeavored  t 
derive  from  an  analysis  of  each,  some  light  for  our  guidance  in  the  diflicult  parts  c 
penitentiary  punishment.  If,  aifler  an  nonest  investigation  of  the  subject  in  all  i( 
branches  and  bearings,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  system  of  punlHli 
ment,  which  prescribes  hard  labor,  with  due  inspection,  in  joint  workshops,  durin 
tlie  day,  and  separate  dormitories  at  night,  is  preferable  to  solitary  imprisonment  b 
day  and  night,  with  or  without  labor,  the  Legislature  and  our  fellow  citizens  may  l> 
assured,  that  it  is  a  conclusion  to  which  we  have  come  with. great  and  sincere  rehjc 
tanco.  We  entered  upon  the  performance  of  our  duty  with  a  belief  and  wish  tba 
the  system  of  solitaiy  confinement  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  the  new  Prisons  a 
IMttsburg  and  Philadelphia,  would  be  found,  upon  examination  and  experience,  to  t 
sound  in  theory,  valuable  as  respects  convicts,  and  not  inconveniently  burdcnsom 
to  the  finances  of  the  State.  We  have  a  common  interest  with  the  rest  of  our  felloi 
citizens  tfiat  the  public  money  should  appear  to  have  been  advantageously  expende 
on  the  great  undertakings  at  the  two  cities  ;  and  we  trust  that  we  poseees  a  stiffi 
cicntly  just  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  character  and  dignity  of  our  State,  not  light); 
to  recommend  the  abandonment  of  any  system  which  may  oe  thought  peculiariy  thj 
offspring  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  belief,  however,  in  the  value  of  soktary  confinemen 
as  a  punishment  for  crime  has  gradually  given  way  before  the  irresistible  conviction 
which  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject  has  forced  upon  us ;  and  however  th 
conclusion  may  be  at  variance  with  the  sentiments  of  a  highly  respectable  portion  c 
our  fellow  citizens,  as  well  as  with  our  own  pre-conceivcd  impressions,  we  shouli 
be  unfaithful  to  our  trust,  and  to  our  consciences,  if  we  hesitated,  for  a  moment,  ( 
declare  our  deliberate  opinion. 

If,  therefore,  the  question  were  entirely  open  in  this  State,  if  previous  arrange 
ments  of  a  nature  too  serious  to  be  overlooked  did  not  interfere,  we  should  eamestJ; 
recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  entire  and  absolute  adoption  of  the  system  i 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  with  joint  labor  in  the  day  time,  on  the  plan  of  th 
Penitentiaries  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield.  Situated  how/ever  as  w 
are  in  this  State ;  with  a  Prison  completed  at  Pittsburg  on  the  plan  of  solitary  con 
finement  without  labor,  and  with  another  partially  finishied  at  Philadelphia,  intende 
for  solitary  confinement  and  perhaps  for  solitary  labor,  we  feel  that  we  are  not  ^ 
liberty  to  use  the  same  measure  of  suggestion  that  we  otherwise  should.  Witboii 
an  abandonment  of  the  present  buildings  upon  which  so  much  of  the  public  mone| 
has  been  expended,  the  system  pursued  at  Auburn  cannot  be  adopted  in  all  it 
features. 

The  new  Penitentiary,  near  Pliiltdelphiv,  is  well  known  to  the  Legislature  to  h 
on  a  scale  of  greater  extent  than  that  at  Pittsburg.  The  outer  walls,  which  are  buil 
of  stone,  and  arc  30  feet  high,  enclose  an  area  of  nearly  twelve  acres,  within  wbici 
space  there  must  doubtless  be  room  for  many  extensive  buildings.  The  cells,  as  wj 
have  already  stated,  were  intended  to  be  placed  in  seven  blocks,  diverging  from  th 
common  centre ;  each  block  containing  88  cells,  and  being  only  one  story  in  hoichi 
Of  these  blocks  or  radii  only  three  have  been  completed,  which  are  calculated  f 
contain  114  convicts.  Tlie  sum  requisite  to  complete  the  remaining  four  blockj 
according  to  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  commissioners  to  tlie  Lcgblature  in  to 
session  of  1825-6,  would  be  ^  99,978,  or  little  short  of  $100,000. 

Should  the  Legislature  concur  with  us  in  the  opiuioas  we  have  expressed  rc<pMl 
ing  the  superiority  of  the  system  of  joint  labor  over  that  of  absolute  solitary'  conlio< 
ment,  they  may  nevertheless  be  dispo<icd  to  give  the  latter  system  a  fair  trial,  ^o  £| 
as  the  buildings  already  completed  admit  of  the  attempt ;  and  thi<4,  perhaps,  may  I 
considered  as  due  to  that  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  with  whom  the  plan  oritrio^ 
ted,  in  this  State.  In  the  remainini;  part  of  the  enclosure  near  Philadclphij,  nmpj 
space  exists  for  the  erection  of  a  Prison  on  the  plan  of  those  at  Sing  Sing  and  ^Vell 
ersfield,  in  which  mav  be  contained  the  sleeping  rooms  of  eight  hundred  cuu^icv 
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'iM  10  mnnr  1w  nMeiMry,  %od  lueh  otl»er  apaitmenti  u  nay  berequirtd ;  and  for 
the  cnctm  of  coTeved  woriuhops  for  Um  porfonnaDco  of  their  joint  labor.  The  cost 
of  dKie  buiidini;!,  it  is  believed,  wiU  not  equal  the  amount  required  for  the  remain- 
□^Ibar  blocks  of  celb  on  the  ori^nal  plan.  When  it  is  remembered  that  these  four 
M«cb  win  contain  only  152  prisoners,  and  the  whole  Prison  on  the  orieina]  plan 
ody  266  piiioners,  and  that  the  average  number  of  convicts  in  the  old  rnson,  for 
tkhst  three  yesro^  has  been  about  500,  {exekuive  of  those  from  the  counties  which 
mr  tend  their  convicts  to  Pittsburg,)  it  will  be  seen  tliat  provision  must  be  made, 
mKwhere  else,  for  at  least  280  convicts ;  unless  we  are  disposed  (o  place  so  much 
tab  in  the  system,  as  to  believe,  that  it  will  reduce  the  averaee  number  of  convicts 
to  206,  and  keep  it  at  that  point,  notwithstanding  tlie  increasing  population  of  the 
Stitt.  The  arrangement  we  have  suggested,  therefore,  has  the  advantage  of  provid- 
'aglbr  the  wfacde  body  of  convicts,  at  an  expense,  in  respect  of  buildings,  probably 
1m  than  would  be  required  on  the  other  system  for  a  very  limited  number;  and  this 
adnnta^  becomes  more  apparent  when  it  is  considered  tlutt  the  Walnut  street  Prison 
aar.st  an  early  period  after  the  completion  of  the  necessary  dormitories,  be  sold  for 
Ik  benefit  of  those  to  whom  it  belongs ;  whereas,  if  the  proposed  system  of  solitude 
W  adopted  throughout,  the  Wahiut  street  Prison  must  probably  be  maintained  in  its 
preseot  condition,  until  another  series  of  solitaiy  cells  shall  be  constructed  for  all  the 
MSficb  whom  ^e  new  Penitontiafy  is  unable  to  accommodate." 

Tbe  commissioners  for  building  the  new  Penitentiary,  (a  body  dis- 
tbct  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature  Messrs.  King^  Shaler, 
sod  Wharton,)  presented  a  report  to  the  Legislature  in  which  they 
itiO  contend  for  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor.  If 
ve  are  correctly  informed,  however,,  the  effect  of  it  was  not  such  as  to  ' 
peroit  a  great  tide  of  feeling  against  their  system,  and  in  favor  of 
nlitary  confinement  at  night  and  labor  by  day,  as  recommended  by 
Messrs.  King,  Sbaler,  and  Wharton,  and  as  practised  at  Auburn, 
FrngSiDg,  and  Wethersfield.  We  find  however  in  their  report  the 
lowing  testimony  to  the  value  and  importance  of  religious  instruc- 
^  in  a  Prison,  which  is  worthy  to  be  printeci  in  letters  of  gold, 
ud  without  which  every  system  of  prison  discipline  must  be  radically 
&fecti?e.    They  say, 

"IVeaie  of  these  diseases  of  the  mind,  the  source  of  so  much  crime,  is  most  readi- 
If  c&eted  by  punishment,  which  causes  reflection  on  the  past,  and  which  is  calcula- 
tad  wkea  d«Iy  administered,  to  produce,  under  the  divine  blessing,  a  change  of  moral 
<^>vier,  tbe  only  sure  preventive  of  crime.  It  is  always  to  b^  kept  in  view,  that 
('^stress  is  laid  on  the  advantages  of  constant  religious  instruction.  The  cells  are 
^pbe viated  only  by  the  officers  of  the  Prison  and  such  special  visiters  as  may  bo 
^*S>Utd  by  the  LegislaUire,  in  the  proposed  act.  The  officers  should  be  men  of 
pniAtaee  and  morality,  temperate  and  Idnd  in  their  behavior  and  manners,  and  as  far 
vpncUcable,  pious. 

Tbe  reTigious  instructer  especially,  should  be  a  man  well  acquainted  with  human 
^^«  afleetiQnate  and  finn,  possessed  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  and  actuated  by  a 
^*^  do  good  to  the  prisoners  whom  he  instructs.  He  should  visit  their  cheer- 
■*  abodes,  as  their  counsellor,  guide  and  friend :  and  thus  obtain  their  confidence 
^  ^tacbment,  especially  those  of  the  young.  They  would  unbosom  their  souls 
*u  freedoui ;  he  would  learn  their  history  and  character,  and  be  enabled  to  suit  his 
^"^^^tts  to  their  dispositions  and  to  their  circumstances.  He  should  constantly  and 
n^Koiiy  iostract  them  in  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  christian  religion,  and 
f^voBble  dependence  on  the  divine  blessing  exert  all  his  influence  in  fanning  the 
*^  Same  of  rirtoe,  and  discouraging  every  appearance  of  vice  ;  thus  convincing 
^  lie  seeks  tiieir  present  and  everlasting  good.  Who  that  is  acquainted  with  the 
^'■nia  heart  and  the  blessings  which  usually  flow  from  a  faithful  and  humble  use  of 
*'***<>&•  of  grace,  can  hesitate  to  believe,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  cells 
*^«  be  brought  to  entertain  the  hope  that  their  own  moral  characters  have  been  radi- 
^^  changed,  and  that  thus  their  punishment  will  result  in  the  prevention  of  crime. 

|w  oeeesrity  and  importance  of  the  religious  instruction  of  prisoner^,  as  the  best 
^  «ly  Mve  mode  of  reformation,  is  much  insisted  on  by  pracUcal  men,  who  are 
^venaaft  with  Prisons,  both  in  England  and  in  this  country. 

^  ciceOctit  writer  oa  Prisons,  Jossph  J.  GvtMKX  of  London,  who  has  published 
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notef  on  a  rUAi  mad«  to  some  of  the  Prisonf  In  Scotland  and  the  north  of  Engbnd,  in 
company  with  the  female  philanthropist,  Elizabeth  Fry,  thus  expresBes  hinweif  io 
relation  to  religious  instruction  of  prisoners.  "  It  is  the  most  effectual  instrument 
which  Providence  has  i^ced  within  our  reach,  for  softenings  and  improving  the  boaian 
mind,  and  preparing  it  for  the  work  of  the  divine  spirit ;  for  eradicating  from  rt  the 
principles  of  falsehood,  cruelty  and  injustice,  and  implanting  in  it  those  of  hooestjt 
sobriety  and  charity.  And  although,  through  the  influence  of  counteracting  causes, 
these  efforts  may  be  sometimes  foiled,  yet  we  may  well  be  encouraged  by  the  con9picu* 
ouB  and  important  &ct,  that  we  find  amongst  the  ignorant,  not  only  the  most  nume- 
rous, but  by  &r  the  most  hardened  and  atrocious  criminals." 

In  a  recent  report  of  the  society  for  the  improvement  of  prison  discipline  in  Eng- 
land, it  b  stated,  **  that  the  progress  of  religious  instruction  in  Prisons  has  been  sudi 
as  to  prove  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  most  serious  benefits  and  bless- 
ings to  society  are  to  be  hoped,  from  the  encouragement  of  this  truly  benevolent  and 
interesthig  branch  ot  modem  priton  improvement*^ 

The  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  his  last  report  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  says,  <*  it  is  very  desirable  that  some  further  means  for  the 
moral  and  literary  instruction  of  the  convicts,  should  be  adopted,  io  that  diey  may 
leave  the  Prison  better  prepared  to  become  usefid  citizens.'* 

The  former  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  New  Hampshire  was  so  well  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  religious  instruction  in  Prisons,  as  to  offer  a  sum  of  money, 
from  his  own  purse,  in  addition  to  what  the  legislature  appropriated,  if  he  could  ob- 
tain a  person,  who  would  devote  a  considerable  part  of  his  time,  to  the  moral  and 
relijrious  instruction  of  the  convicts. 

The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  Gkrsbom  Powers,  Esq.  in  a  recent  work 
published  by  him,  entitled,  "  Brief  notices,  &c."  says,  "  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  state,  that 
the  views  of  the  institution  until  lately ,  had  been  unfavorable  to  the  services  of  a 
resident  chaplain,  from  the  belief  that  tney  might  have  had  a  bad  effect  upon  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Prison." 

"  In  November,  1825,  the  Rev.  Jarkd  Curtis  was  employed  and  seat  here,  as  a 
resident  chaplain,  by  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Discipline  Societv,  since  which  be 
has  continued  with  ability  and  zeal  to  dischar^  the  duties  of  his  omce  ;  and  although 
strong  prejudices  were  to  be  encountered,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature,  correct 
views  of  public  policy,  the  penitentiary  system  and  prison  discipline,  with  a  steady 
and  uniform  devotion  to  his  duties,  has  not  only  enabled  him  to  overcome  those 
prejudices,  hut  the  favorable  result  of  his  laJbors  fuUv  justify  our  expectations." 

The  commissioners  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Messrs.  HopKiKd 
and  TiBBKTTs,  in  their  last  report  to  the  legislature  use  this  language :  *'  We  believe 
the  labors  of  the  present  excellent  chaplam  have  had  a  most  happy  effect  on  thi 
minds  of  the  prisoners.  He  at  once  enjoys  the  eood  will  of  the  prisoners,  as  we  find 
by  their  almost  unanimous  declarations,  and  at  Uie  same  time  strengthens  the  handi 
of  the  keepers.  It  seems  to  be  the  effect  of  truth,  plain  dealing,  and  sincere  desin 
for  the  good  of  the  convict." 

Ilie  keeper  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary  says,  **  I  am  dearly  of  opinion  that  ever] 
advantage  should  be  given  to  convicts  for  their  improvement  in  morality  and  re 
hgion." 

The  keeper  of  the  Penitentiary  in  Ohio  says,  "  I  am  convinced,  that  a  proper  sy» 
tem  of  religious  instruction  is  necessary,  in  aid  of  the  disciphne  now  enforced,  ti 
produce  in  any  good  degree  that  reformation  which  the  friends  of  the  system  had  ii 
view,  at  its  first  organization,  and  which  should  be  the  primary  object  of  all  pun 
ishment." 

We  further  state,  as  a  fact  which  has  recentiy  come  to  our  knowledge,  that  in  th 
Walnut  street  Prison  of  this  city,  a  bible  class,  consisting  usually  of  from  15  to  2 
males  has  been  conducted  for  about  three  years  past  on  the  Sabbath  day,  by  a  pioi 
and  respectable  gentieman  of  this  city,  assisted  by  some  of  his  friends.  It  was  a  vo 
untary  association  on  the  part  of  the  convicts,  and  we  are  happy  to  learn,  that  in  tl 
course  of  three  years,  17  persons,  members  of  this  class,  who  have  left  the  Pris< 
either  by  pardon  or  expiration  of  their  sentences,  are  doing  well,  and  not  one  h 
returned.  And  so  far  as  information  has  been  obtained,  not  one  has  been  aance  s« 
tenced  to  any  other  Prison." 

In  view  of  the  case  as  here  stated,  there  is  reason  for  a  well  ^oun 
ed  hope,  that  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia  will  never  be  complex 
on  the  plan,  nor  conducted  on  the  principles  originally  proposed,  i. 
solitary  cells  in  which  all  communication  from  cell  to  cell  is  physical 
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fioposnUey  aod  oolitary  confinement  day  and  night  withoat  labor ;  but 
thil  it  will  be  so  varied  from  the  original  desigp,  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
general  principles  recommended  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, Messrs.  King,  Sualer,  and  Wharton,  and  adopted  at  Auburn, 
Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield. 

What  mibapprebbnsions  rxibt  in  Europe,  concerning  prison 
msopLiNB  IN  America? 

The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society  con- 
Uins,  page  1 10,  the  following  statement : 

"Solitary  confinement,  unmitigated  by  employment  either 
rot  body  or  mind  ib  the  mobt  prominent  feature  in  the  dis- 
CIPLINE  NOW   RECOMMENDED   IN   THE   UnITED   StATEB." 

We  presume  the  committee  of  the  London  Society  will  be  glad  to 
letm  how  great  is  this  misapprehension.  There  is  not  a  new  Prison 
boilt,  or  building  in  the  United  States,  except  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
this  principle  is  adopted  or  approved.  The  new  Prisons  in  Maine, 
MasBachosettB,  Connecticut,  New  Ycnrk,  Maryland,  and  the  District  of 
Golttmbia,  are  none  of  them  designed  for  a  principle  of  prison  disci- 
plioe  80  generally  disapproved,  as  is  the  principle  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph,  in  all  the  United  States,  except  Pennsylvania.  With 
this  exception,  in  the  States  enumerated,  the  principle  is  not  only 
oot  adq>ted,  but  in  Maine  and  New  York,  where  some  experiments 
hue  been  made,  in  a  very  philosophical  manner,  within  six  or  eight 
jean,  to  try  the  principle,  it  has  been  abandoned.  And  in  New 
Jersey,  after  a  similar  experiment,  on  one  fourth  part  of  the  convicts, 
it  has  been  abandoned.  And  in  Virginia,  where  the  six  first  months  of 
the  term  of  imprisonment  arc  in  solitary  cells,  without  labor  or  instruc- 
tioo,  the  practical  men,  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  it,  are  deci- 
Miy  adverse  to  its  continuance  even  for  so  large  a  part  of  the  term  of 
unprisonment :  and  speak  on  no  subject  in  terms  of  stronger  dis- 
approbation. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  public  opinion  in  those  States  where  new 
PrisoDs  are  built  or  building.  And,  also,  of  public  opinion  in  New 
Jersey  and  Virginia  where  experiments  have  been  made  to  try  the 
principle,  the  result  of  which  is  adverse  to  its  continuance.  In  other 
^tes  where  the  old  Penitentiaries  are  still  used ;  viz.  New  Harop- 
^ire  and  Vermont,  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  we  hear  nothing  in 
^^ersation,  and  see  nothing  in  print,  that  looks  like  a  remote  ten- 
<^y  to  the  principle  of  ^litary  copfiuement  unmitigated  by  employ- 
ment either  for  body  or  mind. 

In  the  old  States,  also,  where  there  are  no  Penitentiaries,  viz. 
^hode  Island,  Delaware,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee, 
^^*re  is  very  little  if  any  prospect  at  present,  with  the  exception  per- 
^*  of  Tennessee,  of  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  in  any  form ; 
niach  less  of  a  Penitentiary  on  the  principle  above  stated.  And  in  the 
new  States,  including  Louisiana,  for  which  the  Hon.  Edward  Liv- 
i'(6ST0N  has  prepared  a  code  of  laws,  we  have  heard  and  seen  nothing 
curing  four  years  attention  to  the  subject,  which  can  be  the  foundation 
of  apprehension,  that  the  principle  will  be  adopted,  so  justly  depreca- 
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ted  in  Europe,  i.  e.  of  solitarj  confinement  unmitigated  by  emptojr* 
ment  either  for  body  or  mind.  And  even  in  Pennsyhania,  where  is 
the  nearest  approach  to  it,  it  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  gratitude  thst 
even  the  commissioners  for  building  the  new  Penitentiary  have  warmlj 
advocated,  in  an  extract  already  given  from  their  report,  the  importance 
of  moral  and  religious  instruction  in  one  of  the  only  two  Prisons,  ia 
this  country  where  solitary  confinement  without  labor  ia  introduced  or 
contemplated.  And  one  of  these  two,  viz.  that  at  Pittsburg,  appears 
from  extracts  already  given,  to  be  almost  prepared  to  introduce  labor, 
and  the  other,  viz.  that  in  Philadelphia,  as  we  have  already  showa 
will  not  probably  be  completed  on  the  original  design. 

Having  mentioned  Mr.  Livingston,  the  author  of  the  new  code  of 
laws  for  Louisiana,  it  is  proper  to  prove,  by  one  or  two  brief  extract^ 
from  the  introduction  to  his  code  of  prison  discipline,  that  be  is  not  ai^ 
advocate  for  solitary  confinement  without  labor  or  instruction.  Speak- 
ing of  imprisonment,  page  48,  in  the  Philadelphia  edition^  he  says, 
**  there  is  no  other  means  by  which  a  reformatory  process  ( necessarily 
requiring  time  and  a  succession  of  operations)  can  be  carried  on  ;  no 
labor ^  no  instruction  without  detention ;  no  reformation  without  em-^ 
ploy  ment,  without  instruction,  religious,  moral,  and  Hterary" 

Again  he  says,  evidently  from  its  connexion,  with  pleasure  and  ap< 
pFobation,  in  a  note  page  52  of  the  same  work,  that  "  Mr.  Roberts 
Vaux,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  building  the  New  Prison^  (i.  e  in 
Philadelphia,)'' a  gentleman  to  whose  instructive  publications  and  coo" 
versation  I  am  indebted  for  much  useful  information,  has  informed  me. 
that  the  plan  of  strict  seclusion,  has  never  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Legislature,  and  that  there  is  a  probability  that  it  will  be  so  iiiodifie<i 
as  to  admit  labor  and  instruction." 

With  this  statement  we  doubt  not  the  committee  of  the  Londoo 
Society  will  be  convinced  of  their  misapprehension,  and  will  cheerfull] 
make  the  correction. 

Another  misapprehension  which  appears  to  be  equally  obvious  ma] 
be  exhibited  as  follows  : 

William  Roscob,  Esq.  of  Liverpool,  published  a  pamphlet  in  1826 
with  the  following  title  page,  "  A  brief  statement  of  the  causes,  whici 
iiave  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  celebrated  system  of  Penitentiary 
discipline  in  some  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Abandonment  of  the  Penitentiary  system.  What  abandonment ' 
To  answer  this  inquiry,  the  first  question  is,  what  is  the  Peni 
tentiary  system  7  And  in  answer  to  this  question  we  have  iti 
leading  features  in  language,  as  fumishe4  in  the  pamphlet  by  Ml 
Roscofi,  from  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament,  obtained 
in  the  year  1779,  by  the  united  efforts  of  Sir  William  BlackstonV 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Eden,  as  follows,  "  to  seclude  the  crimina] 
from  their  former  associates ;  to  separate  those  for  whom  hopes  migli 
be  entertained  from  those  who  were  desperate ;  to  teach  them  usefi 
trades  ;  to  give  them  religious  instruction  ;  and  to  provide  them  wit 
a  recommendation  to  the  world,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  bonei 
livelihood  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  punishment." 

What  practical  illustration  does  Europe  afford  of  the  meaning  i 
this  language  1 

The  Maiao"  '^^  i^'^.r/.^,  at  Ghent,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  wit 
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the  eiceptioD  of  a  few  jears,  has  been  nearl j  allied  to  the  institution 
described  in  the  above  outline.  What  then  is  this  institution  in  the 
opioion  of  competent  witnesses :  and  is  there  any  thing  nearly  cor- 
responding with  it  in  this  country  ?  In  answer  to  these  inquiries,  we 
gire  the  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners, 
Messrs.  King,  Sualbr,  and  Wharton,  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
^  in  Senate,  Jan.  4,  1828. 

**  Id  order  that  the  Legislature  may  possesa  a  distinct  idea  of  the  general  character 
»d  practical  operations  of  this  system,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  enter  somewhat 
Bto  detail  respecting  it ;  and  we  beUeve  the  object  will  best  be  attained,  by  an 
account  of  one  or  two  of  the  Prisons,  in  which  the  system  has  been  thoroughly 
Bied. 

It  w  remarked  by  the  excellent  and  enlightened  Howard,  so  far  bade  as  IT16, 
^  "  the  Prisons  in  the  UnJted  Provinces  are  so  quiet,  and  most  of  them  so  clean 
^t  t  Tiflter  can  hardly  believe  that  he  is  in  gaol.'* 

Bot  the  institution  which  beyond  all  others,  does  honor  to  the  government  of  the 
Nttkoiaods,  is  the  Penitentiary  at  Ohent,  called  the  Malson  de  Force. 

1^  Prison  is  ntoated  on  the  bank  of  a  canal,  and  was  designed  on  the  plan  of  an 
K^^  with  light  buildings,  radiating  from  a  common  centre.  At  the  period  of 
Howard's  visit  (1776)  only  four  sides  were  finished ;  in  1817  a  fifth  was  added. 
TW  bnUing  designed  for  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the  convicts  are  divided  into 
^f tones,  oa  each  of  which  is  a  corridor  or  passage,  six  feet  nine  Inches  wide, 
?3iie  open  to  the  air  of  the  adjoining  court  or  yard.  Adjoining  each  passage  is  a 
^  of  bed-rooms,  six  feet  ten  inches  by  five  feet  four  inches ;  and  seven  (eet 
^t  inches  high ;  the  door  vray  two  feet.  Each  convict  therefore  occupies  a  separate 
^>  Prisoners  are  committed  to  this  Penitentiary  to  remain  from  one  vear  to 
^*^  years,  according  to  their  crimes.  On  their  arrival  they  are  suitably  cleaned ; 
■d  each  receives  an  uniform  suit  of  clothes,  marked  with  the  number  of  the  room 
**«ch  he  b  to  occupy. 

At  in  earty  hour  in  the  momlne,  the  prisoners  leave  their  rooms  at  the  sound  of  a 
Ml  lod  repair  to  the  apartment  for  meals,  where  after  hearing  prayers,  they  obtain 
^  breakttst,  for  which  half  an  hour  is  allowed.  They  then  proceed  to  their 
*wk,  which  b  performed  according  to  classes,  in  rooms  170  feet  long  and  26  feet 
.^-  The  prnici|Md  employment,  in  1817,  was  weaving  calico,  damask,  and  sack- 
H  doth ;  but  there  were  shops  for  sawyers,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  &c.  The 
■UQ^ory  is  under  the  charge  of  a  contractor,  who  furnishes  each  prisoner  daily 
^  26  ounces  of  brown  bread,  and  2  quarts  of  soup,  for  which  he  receives  from  the 
(vrtnunent  8  pence  half  penny  of  English  money  per  head ;  equal  to  about  6^  cents 
%•  He  provides  also  raw  materials  for  the  manidbctory ;  these  are  weighed 
T^  they  are  given  out,  and  when  they  are  returned ;  and  the  prisoner  must  pay 
^^  uj  deficient^.  The  contractor  also  finds  machinery  ;  but  the  person  who  uses 
'  ^*  answerable  for  any  accident.  The  work  done  is  estimated  according  to  a  regu- 
"^  price,  and  the  prisoner  receives  at  one  time  the  whole  amount  of  his  earnings 
<^«vy  week.  Hie  contractor  appoints  from  among  the  prisoners,  two  or  more  over- 
'^^  in  each  room,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inspect  the  operations  of  the  others,  and 
F^rre  ntence.  At  noon  the  prisoners  are  allowed  two  hours  for  dinner,  for 
*^  their  beds,  (which  hi  fair  weather  they  bring  out  to  air)  and  for  exercise. 
^  night  they  have  an  hour  for  supper.  A  bell  placed  at  a  window,  over  the  gate- 
^.  (pves  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  meals,  &c.  when  the  convicts  are 
^^'^^vied  in  perfect  silence  and  order,  to  their  appointed  places.  Spirituous  liquors 
**  expressly  prohibited.  Divine  service  b  performed  every  Sunday.  At  dark  the 
P'^JBers  are  shot  up  in  their  respective  celb.  The  discipline  is  enforced  by  solitary 
^'^^Bement,  in  ceUs  without  beds  or  other  comforts  for  a  period  not  exceedini;  ten 
^  Corporeal  punishment  by  stripes  or  flagellation  is  also  allowed  ;  but  in  prac- 
t»  it  is  not  resorted  to,  "  merely  because  it  was^found  to  be  unnecessary." 

^«  win  BOW  state  the  opinions  of  some  judicious  observers  upon  the  system  thus 
^^^*^  U  tile  Ghent  Penitentiary.  Mr.  Howard,  who  visited  it  in  1776,  in  1778, 
^  >a  1783,  speaks  thus  :  "  I  was  present  during  the  whole  time  the  men  criminals 
'^^  tt  dinner,  and  much  admired  the  regularity,  decency,  and  order,  with  which 
<^  whole  was  conducted.  Every  thing  was  done  at  a  word  given  by  a  director ; 
^'^  noiw  or  confusion  appeared  :  and  this  company,  of  near  190  stout  criminals,  was 
PrtpTned  with  as  much  apparent  case,  as  the  most  sober  and  well  disposed  asMcmhly 
» civil  iQcbty.'*->«  I  revbited  the  Prison  in  1778  with  one  of  the  magbtiates,  and 
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found  they  were  sdll  canylog  on  a  well  regulftiad  manufactory.  There  were  2^ 
men  prisoners,  and  117  women.  These  latter  had  on  their  house  clothes,  and  weri 
at  work.  Most  of  them  were  spiDnine  or  knitting,  ranged  in  proper  order,  attendvl 
and  quiet.  1  was  informed  that  all  the  prisoners  were  allowed  one  fifth  of  thd 
earnings  for  themselves.  I  brought  home  specimens  of  the  cloth  as  I  did  of  tbi 
jDoper  from  Brussels ;  which  I  mention  because  I  know  an  idea  has  prevailed,  tb^ 
no  manufacture  can  be  carried  on  by  convicts,  to  any  valuable  purpose."  "  Thj 
number  of  the  criminals,  in  December  1781,  was  206.  The^  were  spioniiu 
weaving,  making  nets,  making  and  mending  clothes,  or  working  m  the  bake-boo^ 
and  kitchen ;  and  appeared  dean  and  healthy.  The  doors  of  me  bed-roonu  wei^ 
open  while  they  were  out  in  the  day  time ;  and  none  of  the  rooms  appeared  io  thj 
least  offensive." — "At  my  visit  in  1788,  I  found  here  a  great  alteration  for  thj 
wor«e;  the  flourishing  and  useful  manufactory  destroyed;  and  the  looms  aoj 
utensils  all  sold  in  consequence  of  the  Emperor's  too  hasty  attention  to  a  petitioj 
from  a  few  interested  persons.  That  which  ought  to  be  the  leading  views  in  aj 
such  bouses  is  now  lost.  Many  formerly  ascribed  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  thej 
lives  to  the  trades  they  have  learned ;  and  the  attention  here  paid  them ;  but  oo^ 
the  men  and  women  (the  former  826  in  number,  the  latter  ISO)  do  notearooni 
with  another  seven  farthings  a  day.  Their  victuals  are  also  reduced,  their  bread  m^ 
made  in  the  house  is  ammunition  bread.  In  consequence  of  this  vile  policy,  j 
found  the  aspect  of  the  prisoners  ouite  changed ;  nor  could  I  wonder  to  hear  that  | 
quarter  of  the  house  is  soon  to  be  ntted  up  for  an  infirmary." 

This  untoward  state  of  things  fortunately  did  not  continue  long.  The  system  i 
manufacturing  labor  was  restored  ;  and  with  it  returned  the  good  order,  abd  goo^ 
health  of  the  convicts.  Thirty  four  years  after  the  last  visit  of  Mr.  Howard,  tb 
Penitentiary  at  Ghent  was  again  examined  by  another  benevolent  and  iotelligeQ 
observer.  Mr.  Buxton,  in  his  work  on  prison  discipline,  to  which  we  baTe  beforj 
referred,  thus  speaks  of  its  condition  in  1817. 

^'  The  utmost  order  and  regularity  are  preserved.  No  prisoner  is  aDowcd  ^ 
speak ;  and  to  such  an  extent  was  this  prohibition  carried,  that  they  did  not  aoswfl 
our  questions,  when  we  addressed  them.  I  never  saw  any  manufactory  in  wbicj 
the  workmen  were  more  busy ;  wherever  we  went  there  was  no  noise,  but  thi 
motion  of  the  shuttle  ;  and  every  eye  and  every  hand  was  engaged.  Whether  od 
conductor  was  with  us,  or  at  a  distance  no  difference  waa  observ&le.  In  £ict  ord^ 
was  carried  to  its  highest  point."  "  The  number  of  sick  did  not  exceed  26.  Th 
whole  number  of  prisoners  was  rather  more  than  1300."  To  our  question—"  Out^ 
100  persons  released  from  the  Prison  how  many  return  hither,"  the  sub-jailer  repii^ 
about  five.  In  answer  to  the  same  question,  Uie  governor  said,  **  That  of  the  fd 
ons  ten  per  cent,  returned,  but  hardly  any  of  the  misdemeanants."  "  By  this  exce^ 
lent  system  the  convict  gains  habits  of  order,  self-restraint,  and  subjecUoo  of  mtod 
diligence  becomes  habitual  and  is  rendered  agreeable  by  the  wages  it  produces.  A 
present  he  receives  the  whole  amount  of  his  earnings,  but  this  is  a  new  and  baj 
arrangement ;  and  it  is  intended  to  revert  to  the  old  plan  by  which  one  third  «^ 
reserved  for  his  use  on  his  departure.  Many  instances  have  occurred  within  tb^ 
governor's  recollection,  of  persons  acquiring  2  or  800  francs ;  and  at  this  time  bj 
knows  many  tradesmen  in  Ghent  who  on  leavine  Prison  had  set  up  in  the  busiot^ 
which  they  had  learned,  had  been  enabled  to  do  so  by  the  capital  they  have  thQ 
saved,  and  had  flourished  by  those  habits  of  industry,  which  they  had  thus  acquired] 
**  Nothing  in  the  whole  institution  struck  me  so  much  as  the  subdued,  civil,  submi^ 
sive,  decent  behavior  of  all  the  prisoners.  There  was  a  degree  of  cleanliness  ij 
their  persons,  and  an  air  of  cheerfulness  in  their  countenances,  in  short  an  appeal 
ance  of  comfort  and  respectability  which  was  the  strongest  evidence  ef  the  succcj 
of  the  system." 

Such  are  the  arrangements  and  character  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Ghent,  which  fq 
the  last  half  century  appears  from  Uie  concurrent  testimony  of  competent  obserrej 
to  have  effected  very  important  objects  in  penal  discipline.  We  proceed  nov^ 
give  an  account  of  an  institution  upon  a  similar  plan  in  this  country.  J 

The  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  in  New  York,  was  commenced  in  the  year  18H 
and  with  its  wings  and  work  shops,  occupies  the  four  sides  of  a  hollow  sqoare,  efl 
closed  by  a  wall  of  600  feet  on  each  side.  In  '1819,  the  Legislature  alarmed  at  tl^ 
progress  of  crime,  and  the  condition  of  the  old  Penitentiaries  authorised  an  alteraJ^t^ 
in  the  plans,  in  consequence  «f  which  the  north  wing  and  front  were  constructed^ 
they  now  stand.  They  contain  in  all  550  cells  or  separate  apartments.  Fiv| 
smaJ]  stoves,  and  six  large  and  twelve  small  lamps,  placed  in  the  open  area,  in  frofl 
of  the  cells,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoners,  afford  heat  and  light  for  530  celU 
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lad  one  fembel  or  watchnuiii  is  foond  fttffldent  to  soafd  400  prifonen,  and  to  pra^ 
\ftX  conunmiication  between  them.  The  tpace  in  front  of  the  cells  forms  a  com^' 
plete  Mttoding  giDery ;  so  that  a  watchman  in  the  open  area  on  the  ground  can  hear 
em  a  whisper  from  a  distant  cell  in  the  upper  story. 

Such  are  the  provisions  and  precautions  for  the  separate  confinement  of  the 
smooen  at  nighi.  In  the  day  time,  they  are  compelled  to  labor  together,  in  an 
cderiy  and  penitential  manner.  During  the  night,  turnkeys  are  constantly  employ- 
ed ia  Dovtog  round  the  gallaries,  wearine  woollen  socks  on  their  feet,  and  walking 
f»  noiselessly,  that  the  convicts  are  not  able  to  discover  their  presence  or  absence ; 
vd  thos,  the  whole  wing,  containing  between  4  and  500  convicts,  is  preserved  in 
perfect  stiUness  ind  order. 

Hie  hbor  performed  in  the  workshops,  at  the  Auburn  Prison,  is  of  various  des- 
npooDs ;  til  however  useful  and  profitable.  On  the  81st  of  October,  1826,  the 
n&>icts  then  in  the  Prison  wero  employed  as  follows  : 

In  the  carpenter's  shop,  27 ;  blacksmiths,  28 ;  weavers,  104 ;  shoemakers,  66  ; 
atjon,67;  coopers,  106;  gardeners,  wood  sawyers,  %lc.  15 ;  employed  in  the  hos- 
^2;  in  the  Idtchen,  17;  females,  8;  sick  in  the  hospital,  4;  insane,  in  the 
afi^,2.   Total,  435. 

For  leveral  years  after  the  erection  of  this  Prison,  the  agent  purchased  all  the 
M  Dttterials,  caused  them  to  be  manufactured  in  the  Prison,  and  sold  them  from 
^  praoQ  stores,  on  account  of  the  State.  Very  serious  losses  resulted  from  this 
f^y  In  consequence  of  which  the  Legislature  abolished  it,  and  adopted  the  plan 
^hiring by  contract,  which  is  now  pursued  with  decided  advantage.  The  contract 
^furniah  the  materials,  pay  a  certain  fixed  sum  per  diem  for  the  labor  of  the  con- 
^tt  and  dispose  of  the  articles  manuiSu:tured  exclusively  on  their  own  account. 
Tie  fbilowiiig  statement  exhibits  the  contract  prices  for  each  kind  of  labor.  It  is 
ff^  liere  to  remark,  that  the  existing  contracts  were  made  under  circumstan- 
<»  Te7  on&vorable  for  the  Prison,  and  that  when  these  contracts  shall  expire,  it  is 
opeeted  that  larger  prices  will  be  obtained  per  diem  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts. 
C«opeis*  shop,  average  per  diem,  about  28  cents ;  tailors'  shop,  do.  15  cents ; 
^nakers*  riiop,  do.  25  cents ;  weavers'  shop,  do.  20  cents ;  tool  shop,  do.  80 
^"^:  sMolers,  (all  invalids,)  do.  10  cents. 

Tl»  whole  number  of  prisoners  hired  on  contract,  fai  October,  1826»  was  827;  the 
*^*^cr  being  employed  on  work  for  the  Prison,  or  for  customers,  &c. 
Tie  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  enforced  by  the  punishment  of  stripes,  inflicted  by 
^  Mistint  keepers,  upon  the  back  of  the  prisoners,  in  such  maimer  as  to  produce 
^pffoi  sttffering  in  the  delinquent,  without  danger  te  the  health  or  any  vital  part. 
'« «f  that  the  rules  of  the  prison  are  thus  enforced,  because  such  is  the  authoritv 
pta  to  the  officers ;  but,  as  at  Ghent,  in  point  of  fact  the  power  is  rarely  exercised. 
J^  expenses  of  the  Prison  for  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  of  October,  1826,  (the 
^of  which  accounts  have  reached  us)  amount  to  $80,718  05.  If  we  deduct 
nc)  (hii  uBount  the  sums  expended  for  the  transportation  of  convicts,  ftte  repairs  of 
«  PiiioD,  and  other  matters,  not  strictly  chargeable  to  the  annual  expenses,  amount- 
f^  #4,885  29;  the  actual  expense  of  the  convicts  for  the  year,  including  the  pay 
j^^fliters,  dothtng,  provisions,  &c.  and  the  tolls  for  labor»  will  amount  to  $25,882  76. 
iV  nodpts  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to 
I2IJ70  87;  received  from  visiters  $1,182  75.  Total  receipts,  $28,153  62. 
"^^  a  balance  against  the  Prison  from  this  souree,  of  $2,720  14. 
JV  werage  number  of  convicts  during  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  of  December* 
f3^,  ms  483,  making  the  actual  cost  to  the  State  of  each  convict  for  support,  &c. 
^  the  year,  only  $6  80  cents. 

J«  have,  thus,  stated  the  arrangements,  operations,  and  financial  concerns,  of  the 
^''^'^  Prison,  with  a  degree  of  minuteness,  which  we  trust  the  importance  of  a 
2^  understanding  of^the  subject  will  excuse.  It  remains  for  us  to  state  the 
^  which  an  examination  of  the  Prison  has  produced  on  the  minds  of  capable  and 
Radioed  observers,  and  to  add  what  occurred  to  ourselves  in  the  course  of  two 
^^tothisesubllshment 

^  Tbe  first  report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  of  Boston,  contains  the  following : 
At  Aobum  we  have  a  more  beautiful  example  still,  of  what  may  be  done  with 
^^  diseipKne,  in  a  Prison  well  constructed.  It  is  not  possible  to  describe  the 
Jniarc,  which  we  feel  in  contemplaUng  this  noble  institution,  after  wading  through 
wlrwd  sod  material  and  moral  filth  of  many  Prisons.  We  regard  it  as  a  model 
*^y  of  the  worid's  imitation.  We  do  not  mean  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  insti- 
'^^*n  which  admits  of  improvement ;  for  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  unjustifiable 
K^cnty  of  pumsfament ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  insUtntion  is  immensely  elevated 
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above  the  old  Penitentiarlei.  Tlie  whole  estftblishment  from  the  gate  to  the  lewe^ 
b  a  specimen  of  neatness.  The  unremitted  industry,  the  entire  subordination,  aw 
subdued  feeling  of  the  convicts,  has  probably  no  parallel  among  an  equal  namber  o 
convicts.  In  their  solitary  cells  they  spend  the  night  with  no  other  book  but  tin 
bible.**  "  From  one  end  of  the  shops  to  the  other,  it  is  the  testimony  of  maoy  wit 
nesses,  that  they  have  passed  more  than  800  convicts,  without  seeing  one  leave  b^ 
work  or  turn  his  head  to  gaze  at  them.  There  is  the  most  perfect  attention  to  bo^ 
ness  from  morning  till  night,  interrupted  only  by  the  time  necessary  t«  dine.*'  "  Undo 
these  circumstances  they  are  provided  with  the  word  of  God,  by  a  law  of  the  St»fi 
which  requires  that  every  ceU  should  be  supplied  with  a  bible  or  testament.  They  m 
receive  the  undivided  attention  of  a  most  wise  and  &ithful  religious  teacher,  wU 
spends  all  his  time  in  the  Prison  visiting  the  sick ;  teaching  those  who  cannot  read 
Yireaching  in  the  chapel  on  the  Sabbath  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ;  and  aftei^ 
wards  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  administer  the  reproof  and  consolations  of  re 
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positive  evils  of  the  old  system,  which  arise  from  crowded  night  rooms,  evil  com 
munication,  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of  pick  pockets,  thieves,  incendiaries,  m 
counterfeiters;  and,  above  all  from  the  existence  of  a  crime,  which  is  not  fit  to U 
named  among  christians.  These  great  ends  are  gained,  partly  by  discipline  m 
partly  by  construction.** 

Similar  testimony  is  borne  in  the  second  annual  report  of  this  society. 

Governor  Liivcoln  of  Massachusetts  in  his  message  to  the  Leeislature  of  January 
1826,  recommends  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn,  ti 
which  he  speaks  hi  the  following  terms :  "  as  the  best  model  of  a  structure  of  this  d  j 
scription,  securing  the  most  endre  soUtude  of  persons,  with  an  effectual  arrangemen 
for  detecting  the  slightest  attempt  at  correspondence  by  conversation,  the  Prison  j 
Auburn  in  Uie  State  of  New  York  is  particularly  to  be  preferred.  The  whole  ei 
pense  of  the  proposed  buildhig  constructed  as  it  should  be  of  unhammered  sm 
may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  Uiirty-five  thousand  dollars."  . 

In  May,  1826,  a  committee  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  appointed  on  the  m 
ject  of  the  erection  of  a  new  Penitentiary,  made  a  report,  recommending  ^^^ 
struction  of  a  Prison  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn.  The  following  extract  exhibi 
their  views  of  the  question :  "  We  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  declaration  of  the  1^ 
Legislature  contained  in  the  resolution  under  which  we  act,  '  that  it  is  eipediej 
that  buildings  should  be  constructed  for  Newgate  Prison,  containing  such  a  oumM 
of  cells,  that  each  prisoner  may  be  subjected  to  solitary  confinement,  at  leaft  donn 
the  intervals  of  labor,'  is  one  which  will  receive  the  assent  of  every  man,  wlio  wt 
yield  his  assent  to  the  facts.  These  facts  on  which  the  foregoing  remarks  are  found 
ed,  cannot  with  propriety  be  fiilly  presented  in  a  report,  &c.  As  to  the  plan  ot  tn 
building  proposed  to  be  erected,  we  are  fortunately  presented  with  one  in  the  Aubuij 
Prison  in  the  State  of  New  York,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  experience.  TU 
Prison  has  so  entirely  answered  the  view  of  its  projectors,  that  the  Legislature  J 
that  State  have  ordered  the  erection  of  anotlier  Prison  on  nearly  the  same  puo^ 
Sing  Sing  near  Hudson  river ;  and  have  decided  to  abandon  the  State  P*^^"/^,^ 
city  of  New  York  dn  which  has  been  expended  more  than  half  a  million  of  dom 
On  this  subject,  therefore,  we  feel  ourselves  authorised  to  say  with  confidence,  tn^ 
the  plan  of  the  Auburn  Prison  should  in  itsprincipal  features  be  followed  as  a  modei^ 
In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  a  Penitentiary  wa^  ^ 
structed  at  Wethersfield,  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn ;  and  we  understand  b  now 
successful  operation.  .    ^ 

In  1824,  the  Legislature  of  New  York  appointed  three  commissiooers  ^o^r^ 
State  Prisons  at  New  York  and  Auburn,  and  to  report  on  their  comparative  ^^^n 
for  the  purpose  of  punishment.  From  the  report  which  was  made  on  the  lotn 
January,  1826,  and  to  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  refer,  we  think  it  nj^ 
terial  to  our  present  inquby  to  extract  the  following  passages :  "  The  Auburn  rn 
on,  combining  the  construction  of  the  Prison  with  the  discipline  enforced  in  it,  p>t 
sents  the  following  advantages : — that  the  sentence  of  the  law  can  be  enforced  vnv 
almost  absolute  certainty,  since  escapes  must  be  nearly  impossible,  and  ^^^i^^P"]!  j 

Suite  so ;  and  an  attempt  at  insurrection  therefore  hopeless.  Consequently,  i"^ 
ie  Prison  is  governed  with  great  comparative  safety  to  the  lives  both  of  the  keep^ 
and  prisoners,  which  in  case  of  insurrection  are  necessarily  in  danger.  The  ^P^ 
cells  by  night,  and  th**  «"An«A  nreserved  always,  entirely  prevent  all  contanunauo 
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anoi^  die  ^ iMonen ;  thus  at  once  is  excluded  the  great  questton  of  the  classification 
of  coQvictSi  which  has  so  much  engaged  the  attention  of  oenevolent  men  in  Europe 
ud  America.  By  this  system  every  prisoner  forms  a  class  by  himself;  and  to  all 
BonI  gad  social  purposes  he  is  insulated.  The  novice  in  crime  may  work  for  years 
t^  the  side  of  the  most  expert  felon,  without  maldng;  any  progress  in  the  mysteries 
Gt  criffliaality.  The  prisoners  are  compelled  to  work.  diiigentTy  and  profitably,  and 
tre  deterred  trom  spoiling  their  work.  And  we  may  add,  as  an  important  feature  of 
({hs  system,  that  if  any  human  means  can,  as  it  were,  enforce  repentance  and  amend- 
KBt,  it  is  this.  The  entire  separation  from  all  criminal  associates,  the  sobriety  of 
U^iDp  conseq;uent  upon  temperance  and  Ubor,  and  most  of  all,  the  sadness  of  soli- 
tade  most  frequently  make  serious  impressions.  We  have  seen  manifest  proofs  of 
wh  impressions  among  the  prisoners ;  and  only  wish  there  were  reason  to  expect 
!i»y  wwild  be  permanent." 

ia  182S,  a  commission  composed  of  the  same  gentlemen,  was  appointed  by  the 
U^tore  of  New  York,  to  visit  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn.  Their  report,  which 
*»  made  to  the  senate  on  the  13th  of  January,  1827,  contains  an  elaborate  exami- 
riiioo  of  certain  charges  of  misconduct  preferred  against  some  of  the  subordinate 
«Sctrs  of  the  Prison.  The  following  passage  shows  the  opinion  of  the  commission- 
QioB  the  efficacy  of  the  Prison,  to  be  unchanged.  "  With  these  views,  we  consider 
taw,  at  in  our  former  report,  that  the  Auburn  Prison  with  its  government  and  dlsci- 
pfiae,  as  it  was  then,  and  now  is,  notwithstanding  the  faults  and  abuses  in  practice 
pouted  oat,  is  much  better  calculated  to  effect  the  purposes  suggested,  than  any 
oAtr  irhicb  we  have  heard  or  have  any  knowledge  of." 

Ve  conclude  these  citations,  with  the  following  extract  from  the  late  work  of 
^fidge  Powers,  the  present  excellent  superintendent  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  to  whose 
hadocsi  and  intelligence  we  are  lareely  indebted  for  the  communication  of  valu- 
^  ioformation.  '*  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  fully  to  develope  the  influ- 
Qice  of  confinement  in  this  Prison  in  reforming  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  men ; 
te  enough  has  appeared  to  promise  the  most  favorable  results.  There  have  been 
feti«r  re-convictions,  according  to  the  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison,  than  in  any 
<Kher  known ;  and  their  frequency  is  evidently  diminishing.  From  167  of  the  con- 
^  hst  received,  there  were  but  three  on  re-convictibn  ;  and  one  of  whom  was 
^  dK  sotitary  class." 

h  appeari  from  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Auburn  Prison  for  1826,  that 
^  were  admitted  into  that  Prison  during  the  year,  133  prisoners ;  of  whom  there 
vere  received  on  first  sentence  129 ;  second  do.  4 ;  total  133. 

Compare  thb  with  the  following  statement,  with  which  we  have  been  officially 
■liBhed,  fit>m  the  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

•Usiitted  in  1825,  358  prisoners,  of  whom  there  were  received  on  first  sentence, 
^9;  second  do.  67  ;  third  do.  15 ;  fourth  do.  4 ;  fifth  do.  2 ;  total  358. 

Admitted  in  1826,  296  prisoners,  of  whom  were  received  on  first  sentence,  2*31 ; 
Ktood  do.  42 ;  third  do.  17 ;  fourth  do.  5 ;  fifth  do.  1 ;  total  296. 

ThtM,  it  Auburn  the  re-convictions  were  as  one  to  82,  while  at  Philadelphia  they 
vmas  one  to  three  and  three  and  a  half;  a  disproportion  which  can  only  be  ac- 
''jmti  for,  by  conceding  to  the  system  and  discipline  of  the  former  a  great  and  en- 
vuring  influence. 

^'ith  the  opinions  which  we  have  quoted  respecting  the  visible  operations  of  the 
•^tmu  Prison,  our  own  judgment,  derived  fi'om  a  minute  personal  examination, 
«a6rely  eoincidee." 

Here  then  is  presented  a  minute  account  of  two  Prisons ;  one  in 
S^rope  and  the  other  in  America,  which  are  proved  by  many  wit- 
5«9e8  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  to  be  as  they  are  here  represented. 
CoDceming  the  Maison  de  Force  at  Ghent,  the  witnesses  are  Mr. 
Howard  and  Mr.  Buxton.  Concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  they 
""J^  individuals  much  less  known,  but  nine  of  them  are  commissioners 
oftbe  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  York,  five 
«rsix  of  whom  have  visited  the  Prison/and  the  others,  together  with 
tfee  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  have  sought  authentic  information 
concerning  it,  by  which  they  have  been  influenced  in  their  official 
<jQties.  If  in  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses  the  true  character  of 
the  two  Prisons  is  exhibited,  and  if  the  penitentiary  system  cannot  be 
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better  described,  than  in  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliamen 
already  quoted,  then  where  is  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiar 
system  ?  The  definition  is  :  1.  "  To  seclude  the  criminals  from  the! 
former  associates  ;  and  to  separate  those  of  whom  hopes  might  be  ea 
tertained  from  those  who  were  desperate."  This  is  done  in  botl 
Prisons  by  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  by  unbroken  sileaci 
during  the  day ;  though  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  same  precautioi 
is  used  at  night  in  the  Maison  de  Force  at  Ghent,  as  at  Aaburn 
viz.  sentinels  walking  near  the  cells  to  prevent  evil  communication 
2.  "  To  teach  them  useful  trades."  This  is  done  at  both  Prisons  bj 
joint  labor  in  large  workshops.  3.  "  To  give  them  religious  instrac 
tion."  This  is  done  in  both  Prisons ;  though  there  is  no  evidence,  ii 
the  above  extracts,  that  it  is  done  at  Ghent,  as  at  Auburn,  to  the  sami 
extent  and  with  the  same  system.  4.  "  To  provide  them  with  a  re 
commendation  to  the  world,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  lire 
lihood  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  punishment."  The  eri 
dence  of  what  is  accomplished  in  this  way  is  from  the  small  proportioE 
of  recommittals,  which  has  been  seen  to  be  in  each  Prison,  about 
one  to  20 ;  while  in  some  of  the  old  Penitentiaries,  they  are  one  tc 
three.  But  there  is  other  evidence  from  both  these  Prisons,  still  more 
satisfactory,  i.  e.  well  authenticated  cases  of  reformation.  This  is  a 
source  of  unbounded  gratification  and  gratitude,  to  all  the  friends  ol 
Penitentiaries.  It  is  evidence  that  they  have  been  in  some  cases, 
what  they  were  designed  to  be,  and  what  their  name  imports.  And 
in  view  of  the  few  simple  principles  embraced  in  the  definition  of  the 
system,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  the  practice  on  these  priD< 
ciples,  at  Ghent  and  at  Auburn,  well  grounded  hopes  may  be  cber* 
ished  that  Prisons  may,  more  extensively  become  Penitentiaries.  In^ 
deed,  hope  has  already  become  fruition  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut 
Where  then  is  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiary  system  1  A^ 
how  is  it  explained y  that  Mr,  Roscoe  should  have  written  a  pam^^^ 
with  such  a  title  page  ? 

The  explanation,  in  regard  to  misapprehension,  is  this,  Mr.  Roscoj 
took  the  testimony  of  an  old  report  in  1822,  of  the  inspectors  aaj 
physician  concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  as  better  evidence  of 
character  and  condition  in  1826,  than  the  Report  of  the  Prison  Pis 
pline  Society,  of  the  year  1826.     He  makes  copious  extracts  in 
both,  and  gives  a  decided  preference  to  the  testimony  of  the  former, 
they  had  been  for  the  same  year,  this  would  have  been  right. 
four  years  having  elapsed,  there  might  have  been  great  changes, 
such  was  the  fact.     The  very  principle  against  which  Mr.  Roscob 
contending  in  the  pamphlet,  viz.  solitary  confinement  day  and  nigj 
without  labor,  was  tried  at  Auburn  in  1822,  on  70  or  80  convic 
during  the  period  of  ten  months,  the  result  of  which  was  an  abandc 
ment  of  it.     Much  of  the  evidence  concerning  the  evils  of  this  per* 
cious  principle  of  prison  discipline,  which  the  officers  of  the  Yns 
and  the  Executive  of  the  State,  had  relied  upon  as  the  foundatiooj 
their  conduct  in  forsaking  it,  was  the  same  which  Mr.  Roscob  mo 
porated  into  his  pamphlet  to  prove  what  the  Prison  was  at  the  hi 
date.     Mr.  Roscoe  accordingly  says  in  the  pamphlet  of  1826,     ^' 
must  it  be  supposed  that  the  convicts  in  solitaiit  confinement 
Auburn  consist  of  only  a  few,  on  the  contrary,  they  form  a  consioc 
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hii  portion  of  the  whoh  number  J*  The  evidence  given  of  this  fact,  in 
the  pamphiet,  as  existing  in  1826,  is  from  the  report  of  1822.  While 
in  truth,  in  1826,  out  of  more  than  400  convicts,  only  4  were  in  solitary 
mfnemeniy  and  from  1823,  when  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement 
daj  and  night  without  labor  was  abandoned  at  Auburn,  the  propor- 
tion had  been  nearly  the  same.  Not  knowing  this  fact,  and  going 
back  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  old  report  of  the  inspectors  in  1822,  he 
sajs,  "  this  is,  I  apprehend,  a  much  more  faithful  picture  of  the  Prison 
at  Aaborn,  than  that  which  the  Managers  of  the  Society  at  Boston 
bare  favored  us  with ;  in  which  I  find  no  mention  of  solitary  cells,  of 
persoDfi  confined  who  were  anxious  to  work,  of  human  beings  com- 
pelled to  bear  the  greatest  measure  of  suffering  that  human  nature  can 
endare,  of  diseases  aggravated  upon  those  who  were  confined,  when 
under  the  symptoms  of  them,  and  actually  produced  in  those  who  were 
bealthj,"  or  of  persons  "  sent  to  one  of  those  solitary  cells  where  their 
offerings  are  carried  to  the  highest  possible  degree."  "  Of  all  this 
the  Managers  of  the  Boston  Society  have  not  afforded  us  a  single 
bint"  The  reason  is  obvious ;  these  were  appendages  of  a  system, 
which  had  long  since  been  proved  injurious  at  the  Auburn  Prison,  and 
H  had  been  long  since  abandoned.  Mr.  Roscoe  will  therefore  believe 
us  when  we  say,  that  the  following  extract  from  his  pamphlet  contains 
eridence  of  a  misapprehension  :  **  The  Society  at  Boston  are  decidedly 
kstik  to  the  plan  of  penitentiary  discipline." 

With  the  correction  of  these  cases  of  obvious  misapprehension, 
vhich  would  have  been  passed  without  remark,  were  it  not  that  the 
comhioed  efforts  of  the  friends  of  improvement  in  prison  discipline 
might  be  retarded  by  them,  we  leave  this  part  of  the  subject. 

What  abe  the  great  points  of  difference  and  coincidence 
IS  Europe  and  America  in  regard  to  prison  discipline  ? 

There  is  a  very  great  difference  of  opinion  and  practice,  in  the 
two  countries  in  regard  to  the  tread*milL  It  is  very  extensively  intro- 
duced in  Europe ;  more  especially  in  England,  where  some  Prisons 
contain  several,  which  are  distributed  in  different  apartments  for  the 
accommodation  of  different  classes  of  convicts.  In  the  United  States 
there  are  only  three  known  to  this  Society,  and  one  of  these  is  aban- 
tinned  as  less  useful  than  some  other  mode  of  employing  the  convicts, 
and  another  is  used  very  irregularly.  The  general  objections  which 
^  against  it  in  the  United  States,  and  which  will  probably  prevent 
its  introduction,  to  any  great  extent,  are  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Livings- 
Tos  in  the  introduction  to  his  code  of  prison  discipline.  "  Its  inju- 
^  effects  upon  the  health  are  supported  by  strong  testimony ;  and 
>lthoagh  there  is  a  contrariety  of  evidence  on  the  subject,  yet  it  may 
be  fairly  inferred  from  the  whole,  that  it  does  not  fortify  the  constitu- 
^n,  and  prepare  the  cdnvicts  for  any  of  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  labori- 
ous life,  the  principal  muscular  action  being  in  the  legs  only.  It 
loaches  the  convict  nothing  which  can  be  useful  to  him  on  his  dis- 
charge. It  is  not  a  profitable  employment  of  human  power.  As  a 
pnoishment  it  must  be  unequal ;  to  give  it  the  velocity  necessary  to 
pomsh  one  of  robust  constitution,  would  make  it  a  torture  to  a  weaker 
«>nTict." 
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Another  great  point  of  difference  in  the  two  countries,  is  in  regan 
to  the  productiveness  of  the  labor  of  convicts. 

IN  ENGLAND.  Ah.  ^MMnete.    4a.  ^ 

Maidstone  County  Prison,  Keat, 868  £1,119 

Lancaster  Castle  County  Jail, 414  .601 

Preston  County  House  of  Correction 192  616 

Manchester  New  Bailey  House  of  CorrectioD,   .    .    .  762  2,209 

Kirkdile  County  House  of  Correction 620  830 

Leicester  County  House  of  Correction, 99  133 

Milbank  Penitentiaiy,  near  London 841  1,425 

Shrewsbury  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,      .184  227 

StafibrdCoun^  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,    ...  268  858 

Bury  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction 124  154 

Dorchester  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,  .    .  183  675 

Gloucester  County  JaU  and  Penitentiary 199  120 

Twelve  among  the  most  productive  Prisons  in  Eng-  > 
land,  containing •    •  5 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

State  Prison  in  Maine, 1827, 

State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire, 1826, 

State  Prison  in  Massachusetts, 1827, 

State  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.       .    .    .  1828, 

State  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y 1827, 

Five  among  the  most  productive  Prisons  in  the  U.  States,  999  f  81,979 

According  to  this  statement,  in  England,  2699  convicts  earn  in  a 
year,  $39,361  48.  And  in  the  United  States,  999  convicU  earn 
$81,979.  Or  in  other  words,  a  4ittle  more  than  one  fourth  part  tbe 
number  of  convicts  in  the  United  States,  earn  more  than  doable  the 
amount  of  nearly  four  times  the  number  of  convicts  in  England. 

Another  point  in  which  there  is  no  small  difference,  relates  to  the 
food  of  prisoners.  This  difference  consists  principally  in  allowing 
them  less  animal  food  in  Europe,  than  in  the  United  States.  In  many 
Prisons  in  Europe,  no  animal  food  is  allowed  ;  in  others  a  little  soup; 
and  in  some  a  pound,  and  in  others  a  pound  and  an  half  of  meat,  per 
week.  In  the  Penitentiaries  generally,  in  the  United  States,  the 
animal  food  is  equal  to  one  pound  of  meat  per  day,  for  each  conyicL 
When  the  labor  is  hard  and  constant,  this  is  not  more  than  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  perform  it.  This  is  true  in  regard  to  the  greater 
part  of  the  convicts  in  our  Penitentiaries,  more  particularly  in  regard 
to  those  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  at 
Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  But  where  the  labor  is  of  a  lighter 
kind,  less  animal  food,  as  in  Europe,  may  be  sufficient 

The  points  of  difference,  however,  in  Europe  and  America,  in  r9* 
gard  to  prison  discipline,  are  but  few. 

There  are  several  interesting  points  of  coincidence.  J 

The  first,  which  we  shall  notice,  relates  to  the  imprisonment  ofj 
lunatics.  The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline 
Society,  and  the  Second  Report  of  the  Boston  Society,  were  published 
simultaneously.     We  make  the  following  extracts  from  the  two  R^ 

»  This  aramint  it  on  ■nppotitioa  that  the  aariUDft  for  a  jMa  will  b«  at  bait  douUe  the  etninS*^ 
•is  montha  in  liie  autooui  and  winter. 
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ports,  which  were  written  without  concert,  to  show  the  coincidence  of 
fact  and  feeling,  in  different  countries,  on  this  interesting  subject. 

Extract  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Society, 

"  The  Tuitation  of  lunatic  asylums  U  included  in  th6  duties  of  the  inspectora- 
foenl  of  Ireland ;  and  it  will  be  seen  from  their  reports,  with  regret,  that  notwith- 
staadiDg  the  &cilities  which  the  law  affords  for  the  erection  of  these  excellent  instl- 
ictioos,  adequate  provision  has  not  hiUierto  been  made  for  the  proper  treatment  of 
1^  pauper  and  criminal  insane.  In  England,  also,  this  deficiency  is  both  deeply 
i&d  widely  felt ;  nor  does  any  evil  that  afflicts  society  possess  superior  claims  on  the 
p:buc  commiseration  and  liberality.* 

There  is  not  upon  earth  a  more  affecting  spectacle  than  an  imprisoned  lunatic. 
i^  Tieiring  the  ordinary  inmates  of  a  gaol,  our  sense  of  pity  is  in  some  degree  coun- 
tincted  by  a  feeling  of  justice  ;  but  in  the  criminal  lunatic  we  behold  an  object  of 
cijuxed  compassion — an  irresponsible  agent  suffering  under  punishment — a  sufferer 
ba  disease  the  most  terrible,  without  the  means  which  can  alone  contribute  to  his 
tp.  Under  circumstances  the  most  favorable  to  recovery — ^when  mitigated  by  all 
tbt  ikill  can  dictate  and  kindness  can  suggest — ^how  awful  are  the  maladies  of  mmd  I 
Ottier  erils  admit  of  relief  from  the  promises  of  religion,  the  approbation  of  con- 
n^Bce,  sod  the  consolations  of  friendship ;  but  the  lunatic  is  estranged  from  every 
orjifort  by  which  man  is  sustained  in  the  hour  of  affliction ;  and  if,  as  in  the  treat- 
Kat  of  the  criminal  and  pauper  insane,  the  miseries  of  disease  be  aggravated  by 
iBciieiice  and  neglect,  then  is  the  measure  of  human  calamity  indeed  fuTl. 

Id  a  Prison,  the  lunatic  receives  no  medical  aid  adapted  to  his  condition.  He  is 
i<QaOy  confined  with,  and  for  the  most  part  treated  as,  other  prisoners ;  and  he  is  too 
^oeotly  the  object  of  violence  and  sport  to  the  brutal  and  depraved.  These  cir- 
QinutaDces  inevitably  strengthen  the  excitement  of  his  feelings,  and  the  alienation 
^k*  Blind ;  and  it  is  very  rare  that  imprisonment  fails  to  prolong  his  disorder  and 
P^tuite  his  sufferings  during  life.  Obvious  as  is  the  cruelty  of  such  treatment,  it 
Wflies  still  more  apparent  by  the  fact,  that  an  early  attention  to  mental  disease 
^^  the  most  certain,  and  in  roost  cases  the  only,  means  of  cure.  The  experi- 
n^*?  of  the  best  regulated  asylums  abundantly  proves  that,  under  proper  care,  in  the 
^  <ta^s  of  the  disorder,  a  very  large  majority  of  lunatics  are  restored  to  society ; 
L'>d  it  h  equally  certain,  that  when  the  disease  has  been  at  first  neglected  or  im- 
>perly  treated,  a  very  large  proportion  becomes  incurable.  As  a  proof  of  this  fact 
"  c^  Dot  be  uninteresting  to  state,  that  of  forty  seven  patients  admitted  into  the 
i^tfnt  it  York,  within  three  months  from  the  commencement  of  the  first  attack, 
^t  vere restored  to  their  friends,  recovered;  and  of  the  remaining  seven,  three 
^  10  soon  after  admission,  and  of  complaints  under  which  they  labored  at  the  time 
^  entered,  as  hardly  to  aJlow  of  the  opportunity  of  recovery.  Of  the  cases  of 
?trwfB  in  this  establishment,  who,  before  their  admission,  had  been  afflicted  for  a 
?aiod  exceeding  three  months  and  within  twelve  months,  the  proportion  of  cures 
*^<n  to  be  as  twenty  five  to  forty  five ;  and  of  those  where  the  disease  was  of 
^  than  two  years  standing,  the  proportion  is  as  fourteen  to  seventy  nine.  Justice, 
''^Ttiore,  no  less  than  mercy,  caUs  upon  us  to  protect  the  criminal  lunatic  from  the 
'nei  illation  of  perpetual  disease ;  and  if  it  be  not  digressing  too  far  from  the  im- 
peitte  object  of  this  report,  the  committee  would  observe,  that  in  regard  to  the 
'"^eDt  of  pauper  lunatics,  it  is  obviously  the  interest  as  well  as  duty  of  par« 
>te  to  provide  the  necessary  means  for  their  medical  treatment  and  moral  care.  A 
^y^  lunatic,  neglected  in  the  earlier  stages  of  his  disease,  will  generally  remain 
1^  fife  a  burthen  upon  his  parish ; — a  burthen  that  will  of  course  be  increased  by  his 
^%  being  inevitably  deprived  of  their  natural  supporter.  But  a  slight  considera- 
^  of  Che  subject  may  serve  to  show,  that  a  workhouse  is  not  (and  still  less  a 
^'^)  a  proper  place  for  a  lunatic.  If  sdlowed  io  ramble  at  large,  he  becomes 
*9tt%  the  subject  of  crael  insult  from  the  young  and  idle,  and  the  object  of  annoy- 
i^ice  to  the  decent  poor,  whom  age  or  infirmity  has  brought  to  the  lowest  ebb  of 
^rfidly  condition ;  and  if  even  these  evils  are  avoided,  the  alternative  generally  con- 
*^'ia  the  most  rigid  confinement  of  the  sufferer  to  a  cell,  where,  too  often,  light 
^  sir  are  in  a  great  measure  excluded,  and  every  species  of  neglect  combines  to 
ifsnnte  his  misery  and  confirm  his  disease.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  parishes 
^-Imake  such  provision  as  is  requisite  for  the  proper  care  and  cure  of  their  luna* 
<^;  and  as  theire  are  yet  but  a  small  number  of^  county  asylums,  this  unhappy  class 

•  [t  tRMn,  by  the  ntanM  imulo  raider  the  Goal  Act,  that  in  twenty  nine  codntiM  in  England 
">^^t]Bi,the  prmetiee  itill  eontinaei  of  confining  insane  penone  in  Prisons,  after  they  haTo  been 
'^  iBd  icqaiued  on  the  groond  of  insanity. 
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of  persons  is  too  generally  doomed  to  lasting  snfiering,  and  their  eonnexioiis  to  dt 
plore  the  loss  of  a  husband,  a  father,  or  a  friend  ; — one,  too,  whom  early  and  judicio! 
care  might  have  restored  to  the  blessings  of  a  sound  mind,  and  to  the  duties  ai 
enjoyments  of  social  life.  There  are,  m  fiict,  no  institutions,  in  the  increase  ai 
goocl  management  of  which  the  interests  of  humanity  are  more  deeply  concerne 
than  in  county  lunatic  asylums ;  nor  will  Britain  be  exempt  from  reproach,  whi 
any  district  throughout  the  kingdom  shall  be  deficient  in  provision  for  these  mo 
helpless  and  sufiering  classes  of  our  fellow  creatures.*" 

Extract  from  the  Second  Report  of  the  Boston  Society, 

"  A  Jail  Is  not  the  proper  place  for  a  human  being  suffering  under  one  of  the  grea 
est  of  all  calamities,  the  loss  of  reason.  It  is  not  right,  that  seyeral  hundreds  of  oi 
fellow-creatures,  in  this  unhappy  condition,  should  be  found  In  our  Prisons.  Tli 
distinction  between  right  and  wrong  should  not  be  destroyed  by  inflicting  the  sani 
punishment  on  a  limatic  and  a  criminal.  The  heaTv  judgment  of  God,  in  the  loss  < 
reason,  should  not  be  followed  by  imprisonment.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  repe^ 
truths,  which  it  would  seem  every  human  being  must  feel  before  they  are  ezpre&»e< 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  those  who  make  the  laws  will  render  themselvi 
worthy  of  the  praise,  which,  we  are  confident,  all  good  citizens  will  be  impatient  ( 
render,  if  they  provide  for  a  jail  delivery  of  lunatics. 

In  Massachusetts,  tlie  Report  of  the  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Bliss  was  chaii 
man,  and  in  which  Mr.  Pickeriitg  has  taken  an  active  part,  is  in  lavor  of  tU 
measure.  The  honor,  therefore,  is  reserved  for  the  Legislature  of  accepting  till 
Report,  and  making  the  bill,  which  accompanies  it,  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  a  law  was  passed  in  April  last,  in  consequence  < 
fhe  death  of  a  lunatic  in  Prison,  and  other  considerations  connected  with  tfa 
imprisonment  of  such  persons,  providing  other  accommodations  than  Prisons  ft 
them.  Whether  this  law  is  expressed  in  such  terms,  and  enforced  by  such  a  pena 
ty,  as  to  secure  the  object,  cannot  perhaps  be  told  till  the  next  census  is  takei 
wliich  will  show  how  many  lunatics  are  in  jail  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

In  other  States,  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  we  cannot  but  indul^ 
the  hope,  that  this  subject  will  engage  the  attention  of  lawgivers,  till  the  remedy  j 
applied  for  so  great  an  evil.  If  this  shall  be  done,  the  Prison  doors  will  be  throw' 
open  for  another  large  class  of  prisoners,  and  himdreds,  who  now  remain  in  Priso 
till  they  become  incurably  insane,  will  be  placed  in  Asylums,  where  three  fourths  < 
the  whole  number  may  be  restored  to  reason." 

Another  point  of  coincidence,  in  the  two  countries,  is  found  in  th 

feelings  excited  by  viewing  the  interior  of  Prisons,  in  behalf  of  th 

coloured  population.     We  extract  the  following  from  the  ScTei^th  Re 

port  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society  : 

"  From  the  Reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  tiie  state  ( 
civil  and  criminal  justice  in  the  West  Indies,  much  interesting  information  has  bee 
derived  respecting  the  conditions  of  the  gaols  in  several  of  these  colonies.  It  ap 
pears  that,  generally,  the  Prisons  are  in  miserable  disorder,  most  of  them  bein 
dungeons  oi  the  very  worst  description.  In  these  places  are  often  confined,  pro 
miscuously,  debtors,  all  persons  charged  with  offences,  slaves  as  well  as  others,  con 
victs,  prisoners  of  war,  lunatics,  and  delinquents  under  the  Militia  Act.  In  additio 
to  the  foregoing  classes  of  prisoners  to  be  found  in  the  West  India  gaols,  are  slaves 
not  accused  of  any  offence,  but  confined  in  consequence  of  having  been  seized  i 
execution  of  their  roasters*  debts.  By  a  petition,  which  has  been  presented  to  tb 
Legislature  of  St.  Vincent's  by  Uie  merchants  of  that  island,  it  appears  that  the  nc 
groes,  who  are  thus  frequently  levied  upon,  are,  through  the  inability  of  their  owr 
ers  to  obtain  security  for  their  production  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  confined  in  pn 
until  the  day  of  sale,  when  they  are  generally  remanded  back,  from  the  failure  < 
purchasers,  to  await  another  sale.  During  this  imprisonment  it  is  stated,  that  **  the 
despond,  and  contract  diseases  which  reduce  their  value  at  the  day  of  trial  ver 
considerably."  That  the  nature  of  their  imprisonment  is  calculated  to  produr 
these  effects,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that,  owing  to  the  state  of  these  eaol 
the  negroes  must  be  ironed  for  security ;  and  thus  are  these  poor  wretches,  withoi 

*  It  if  ffratirying  to  learn  that  a  few  gentlemen  hare  anociated  for  the  mirpoae  of  diffbiiDg  info 
mation  relative  to  the  state  of  lanatics  in  this  country ;  and  that  it  ia  their  intention  to  publi« 
shortly,  a  volume  contaioinf  much  valuable  matter  on  the  paat  and  preient  state  of  the  laws  wbic 
affect  insane  peraons,  on  various  methods  of  treatment,  and  on  the  oonatractloo  and  economy  of  laiM 
lie  asylums.— JVete  to  the  SeveiUk  landan  Rtpvrt. 
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t)ie  sligfateat  shadow  of  a  charge  apinst  them,  manacled  and  imprisoned  for  an  un« 
limited  period,  without  deference  tor  sex,  respect  for  character,  tenderness  for  in- 
bncT,  or  compassion  for  old  age.  These  wroi^  are  inflicted,  simply  hecause  the 
hv  regards  them  as  ^vopert^.  On  a  distraint  of  goods,  men,  women,  and  children 
ui  «iied  as  chattels— considered  as  divested  of  human  rights  and  insensible  to  hu- 
cio  feeliDgs— conveyed  to  an  unwholesome  gaol — secured  by  any  degree  of  suffer- 
B|  (iiat  may  be  necessary  to  their  safe  custody — brought  out  from  time  to  time,  and 
npoitd  as  cattle  in  the  market-place  for  sale— transferred  again  to  their  miserable 
wei»— and  treated  with  no  more  consideration  than  if,  instead  of  being  human  crea- 
tiBt4,  they  were  bales  of  merchandize,  and  had  no  claim  to  the  privileges  and  enjoy- 
ae&U  of  rational  beings. 

It  can,  therefore,  excite  no  surprise,  that  treatment  so  abhorrent  to  good  feeling 
viQiU  often  produce  upon  the  negro  the  most  melancholy  effects.  The  merchants 
(f  Sl  Viacent's,  acknowledge  that,  under  such  treatment,  the  negro  "  desponds,  and 
co&tracts  disease."  And  well  indeed  he  may.  Surely  here  is  a  combination  of  mis- 
ew4  quite  sufficient  to  destroy  the  health  and  impair  the  intellect  of  the  most  vigors 
•C9  thioe.  Here  bodily  suffering  and  sickness  of  heart  unite  to  produce  wretched- 
lesj  and  generate  despair. — It  is  the  practice  of  all  civilized  states  to  presume  inno- 
eroce  tifl  guilt  be  pronounced,  and  to  cast  upon  the  accuser  the  obligation  of  proof. 
EiA  in  the  treatment  of  the  West  India  negro  this  principle  is  reversed,  and  every 
tm  of  colour  is  treated  as  a  slave,  and  thrown  into  Prison,  unless  he  can  produce 
vnttfen  evidence  of  his  freedom.  If  this  evidence  be  lost,  the  law  requires  him  to 
be  sokl,  and  he  is  subjected  to  all  the  horrors  of  unmitigated  slavery ;  and  in  this 
c:fiiier  have  many  heen  deprived  of  their  freedom. — The  law  excludes  the  testimony 
a  I  dare  against  a  white  inhabitant.  Any  cruelty  may,  therefore,  be  perpetrated 
n  Uw  negro,  so  long  as  no  white  person  be  present  who  is  willing  to  depose  in 
^rorof  tl^  injured : — and  thus,  although  the  murder  of  a  slave  be  a  capital  offence, 
ccmictioo  is  made  to  depend  on  testimony  always  difficult  and  often  impracticable  to 
bOQJB.  The  negro,  on  the  other  hand,  is  liable  to  death,  if  he  abscond,  or  commit 
n  asault  OD  a  white  person." 

Id  another  part  of  the  same  Report,  we  find  that  the  committee  of 

tee  London  Society  have  seen  and  approved  of  the  interest  felt  for  the 

orknred  population  among  the  friends  of  reform  in  prison  discipline  in 

le  United  States,  and  have  noticed  in  the  following  manner  the  facts 

iUted  in  our  First  Report  concerning  coloured  convicts  : 

"The  causes  which  are  stated  to  lead  to  the  increase  of  offences  in  the  United 
i'Jm  are,  of  course,  various.  It  is  however,  worthy  of  remark  that  among  those 
^J^,  tlie  committee  of  the  Boston  Society  place  conspicuously  the  degraded 
"meter  of  the  people  of  colour.  A  large  proportion  of  convicts  are  of  this  descrip- 
'xH.  eren  where  the  coloured  population  is  but  small ; — a  fact  which  speaks  volumes 
^  ?noi  of  the  connexion  of  ignorance  with  vice.  The  great  discrepancy  in  the 
(fnberof  the  white  and  the  number  of  the  coloured  convicts,  famishes,  indeed,  irre- 
*Q^le  proof  of  the  value  of  education. — It  is  a  fact,  that  about  one  fourth  part  of  the 
rsU  expense  incurred  in  the  United  States  for  the  support  of  criminal  institutions  is 
^ttnuotd  by  such  convicts.  The  whole  coloured  population  of  New  York,  Massa- 
't^etts,  and  Connecticut,  amounts  to  about  fifty  four  thousand  souls :  for  the  sup- 
?^  of  criminals  of  this  description,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  four  thousand 
•^  sixty  rix  dollars  has  been  expended  within  the  last  fifteen  years  ;  a  sum,  which 
^  it  been  appropriated  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the  coloured 
^^'^don  of  those  States,  would  probably  have  raised  their  character  to  a  level  with 
^  of  the  other  inhabitants,  and  have  diminished  crime  tenfold.'* 

Tbos  we  see  the  coincidence,  in  the  two  countries,  of  the  feelings 
fwited,  by  riewing  the  interior  of  Prisons,  in  behalf  of  the  coloured 
p^^&tkin. 

Aoother  point  of  coincidence  relates  to  the  manner  in  which  chap- 
^ns  in  Prisons  perform  their  duties,  and  disclose  facts  which  show, 
1^  only  the  connexion  between  ignorance  and  vice,  but  how  rapidly, 
^  in  a  manner  how  interesting,  even  this  ignorance  can  be  in- 
structed. 
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The  Rev.  James  Brown^  chaplain  of  Norwich  Castle,  Norfolb 
England,  concerning  whom  the  London  Society  in  their  Seventl 
Report  say,  "  his  accurate  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  coB 
dition  of  the  poor  at  large,  and  his  unwearied  zeal  in  the  discharge  ^ 
his  important  duties,  confer  peculiar  value  on  his  judgment,"  has  thu 
recorded  the  results  of  his  investigations  and  labors : 

"  Every  prisoner  committed  to  the  casUe  is  minutely  examined  by  me  as  to  hj 
moral  and  religious  knowledge,  habits,  &£.;  the  result  of  these' examinatloiu  shows 
very  remarkable  correspondence  between  ignorance  and  crime.  I  have  long  bee 
employed  in  parochial  duties,  and  I  find  a  striking  diSerence  between  the  knowledg 
of  the  poorer  classes  thus  brought  under  my  review,  and  of  the  prisoners  coinmitt^ 
to  the  castle.  That  ignorance  is  productive  of  crime  I  have  ever  been  convinced ;  b^ 
nothing  can  so  fully  confirm  that  conviction  as  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  inmat^ 
of  a  Prison.  From  January,  1825,  to  March,  1826,  four  hundred  prisoners  came  uod^ 
my  examination,  of  these,  173  could  neither  read  nor  write;  28  merely  Itnew  tl] 
alphabet ;  49  could  read  very  imperfectly,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  any  inibj 
mation  by  it ;  51  could  read  only ;  and  S^  could  read  and  write. 

But  this  statement  by  no  means  presents  the  sum  of  icnorance  in  these  persons. 

Nothing  but  actual  investigation  can  render  credible  the  gross  ignoraoce  thj 
painfully  comes  under  the  observation  of  a  chaplain  of  a  gaol.  Even  among  prisonej 
who  have  mechanically  learned  to  read  and  write,  there  exists,  generally  8peakiii| 
a  lamentable  ignorance  of  moral  and  relieious  duties,  and  of  the  awful  sanctions  j 
relieion ;  and  of  the  rest,  some  know  as  little  of  the  very  first  principles  of  n\\^(\ 
as  Uie  wildest  savage :  and  yet  the  prisoners  are  generally  willing  to  leam,  ai| 
attentive  to  the  instruction  aiSbrded  them.  I  could  give  mdny  instances  of  nthj 
extraordinary  improvement.  A  boy  has  been  discharged  this  day  after  a  coafioj 
ment  of  six  weeks ;  I  found  him  at  his  admission  distressingly  ignorant.  He  had  ^ 
idea  of  a.  God,  or  of  another  world.  He  had  heard  of  heaven  and  heU  in  pro&< 
conversation,  but  knew  not  the  meaning  of  these  awful  words.  He  knew  no  part 
the  Lord's  prayer ;  the  alphabet  formed  the  extenf^of  his  learning.  He  has  learoj 
in  Prison  to  read  easy  lessons.  He  can  also  repeat,  by  rote,  the  Lord's  prayer,  t] 
creed,  the  church  catechism,  and  private  prayers  for  momine  and  evening,  and  i 
some  other  occasions.  He  has  been  not  only  attentive  and  industrious,  but  in  erej 
respect  orderly.  But  whatever  advantages  prison  discipline  may  have  afforded  bill 
it  certainly  holds  out  nothing  to  his  mmd  to  entice  him  again  within  its  walls.  ^ 
has  assured  me,  with  apparent  sincerity,  that  he  will  take  care  never  to  enter  th^ 
again.  Another  prisoner,  who  was  last  year  condemned  and  left  for  execution,  u^ 
afterwards  reprieved,  had  made  so  good  use  of  the  three  months  of  his  confine mej 
that  although  he  could  not  read  when  he  was  committed,  he  employed  the  greaj 
part  of  the  period  of  his  condemnation  in  reading  such  portions  of  the  Psalms,  M 
Testament,  and  prayer-book,  as  1  marked  out  as  most  applicable  to  his  situation,  i 

I  have  pointed  out  these  particulars  (and  I  could  add  many  more)  because  I  col 
ceive  they  will  be  gratifying  to  you,  as  proofs  of  the  good  ari^ng  from  pnsi 
discipline." 

The  Rev.  B.  C.  Smith,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Sabbaj 
school,  and  now  chaplain  of  the  Prison,  at  Auburn,  made  a  report  j 
the  state  of  the  Sabbath  school  in  the  Prison,  to  the  Sabbath  Scha 
Union  of  Cayuga  County,  Aug.  8,  1827.  The  school  at  that  tiri 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  scholars,  from  among  tj 
young  and  ignorant  convicts,  under  the  instruction  of  20  sludeH 
firom  the  Theological  Seminary.  The  following  are  extracts  from  tl 
report : 

"  In  speaking  of  the  progress  of  the  school  the  past  year,  it  is  not  enongh  to  i 
that  our  highest  expectations  are  realized  ;  they  are  greatly  exceeded.  In  ttie  r j 
of  these  convicts,  we  found  fresh  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  common  remark,  U 
ignorance  and  vice  are  closely  allied.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  those  recci^ 
into  the  school,  have  been  found  incapable  of  reading  inteDigihly  in  common  rpaJJ* 
and  not  a  few  unable  to  tell  one  letter  from  auoSier.  They  have,  hoirever,  M 
formly  manifested  the  most  intense  interest  in  the  instructions  of  their  teach^ 
and  applied  themselves  with  such  diUgence  to  their  lessons,  as  to  exhibit  an  t 
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pOTcoMat,  in  genefftl  highly  gntifying,  and  in  lome  instances  almcMt  incredible. 
Few  can  aow  be  foond  in  the  school,  if  we  except  those  recendy  brought  in,  who 
naoot  read  in  the  Testament  with  a  eood  degree  of  accuracy  and  readiness ;  and 
oew  did  bebgs  express  more  gratitude  for  uieir  privileges,  or  manifest  a  deeper 
ime  of  obfigatkm,  than  thejr  do  to  their  instructers. 

Did  the  limits  of  this  notice  admit  of  it,  many  anecdotes  might  be  related  that 
would  be  interesting,  as  illustrative  of  the  happy  influence  of  intellectual  and  moral 
o/tare  bestowed  even  upon  the  most  abandoned.  A  single  fact  may  be  mentioned, 
vUch  win  show  what  use  some  of  the  convicts,  at  least,  make  of  tiieir  bibles,  and 
how  important  it  is  that  they  have  them  in  their  hands,  and  be  able  to  read  them. 
A  teacher,  having  listened  to  the  recitation  of  one  of  his  class  as  long  as  he  thought 
is  time  would  aUow,  asked  him  how  much  more  he  had  to  recite,  and  was  answer- 
ed'/ Relieve  lean  say  thirty  or  forty  ehaptera,*  This  was  one  too,  who,  when 
k  eotered  the  school,  could  scarcely  spell  out  a  verse.  Let  it  not  be  supposed, 
Wvener,  that  this  is  given  as  the  most  striking  proof  we  have  of  the  utility  of  the 
*^.  A  mass  of  facts  might  be  presented  &  more  decisive. 

^0,  that  looks  upon  ignorance  as  the  mother  of  crime,  and  regards  intellectual 
H^t  as  essential  to  tiie  virtue  and  happiness  of  a  coomiunity,  willnot  be  glad  that 
(v«a  Qoe  ray  is  thrown  into  this  dark  and  *  frightful  wilderness  of  mind  ?*  Who,  es- 
PM%,  that  acknowledges  the  efficacy  of  the  *  sword  of  the  Spirit,'  wUl  not  rejoice 
13  view  of  what  the  *  word  of  God,'  thus  treasured  in  their  memories,  may  be  the 
e^^os  of  accomplishing  ? 

It  deserves  ako  to  be  noticed,  that  besides  the  instructions  ordinarily  given  in 
^^y  schools,  writing  and  arithmetic  are  taught  in  this  school.  A  dass  in  each  of 
^branches,  was  formed  by  the  agent,  nearly  a  year  shice,  and  put  under  the  in- 
tKtm  of  competent  teachers  found  amon^  the  other  convicts.  All  who  are 
^bt  ioto  this  school,  as  they  become  pro&ients  in  reading,  have  the  privilege, 
a^ir  torn,  of  pasaiDg  through  these  classes,  and  of  thus  qufl£fying  themselves,  as 
tH!  for  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  as  for  gaining  access  to  &e  lively  oracles  of 
^  which  are  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation." 

The  Rer.  Gerrish  BaanETT,  chaplain  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing, 

^  Y.  writes,  under  date  May  23,  1^28  : 

''Hie  number  of  convicts  here  is  about  five  hundred  and  twenty »  When  there 
^n  four  hundred,  I  found  fi^  among  them,  who  could  not  read.  I  spend  all  the 
^ba(h,  6om  ten  in  the  morning,  in  the  Prison,  and  yet  alwasrs  leave  cells  unvisited» 
^  labor,  which  might  be  done,  when  I  am  obliged  to  retire.  Most  of  the  men 
^(&ed  much  pleased  with  the  idea  of  learning  to  read,  and  some  of  them  surmise 
^.  M  wen  as  themselves,  by  the  ease  and  rapidity  with  which  they  learn.  They 
^famished  with  no  other  book  but  the  Bible.  WUk  tAts  otofie,  I  think  of  a  man 
^<  ^hm  thirty  yean  old,  who  did  not  know  hii  lettere,  when  you  was  here,  [i.  e. 
"*  weeks  rince,]  who  htt$  read  to  me  without  much  diffieuUy,  the  two  first  chapters 

Aod  again,  onder  date  June  20,  1828. 

/After  prayeis  I  heard  a  black  man  read.  Four  weeks  ago,  he  could  not  say  his 
'*^'  Now  he  can  read  slowly,  and  is  seldom  obliged  to  stop  to  spell  any  words  of 
^e  RrDabie.  The  lessons  which  I  have  given  him  are  in  some  ot  the  chapters  in 
^^i£fiiiiihig  of  Uie  Bible.  I  found  him  &e  other  day  reading  in  the  Psalms.  On 
^tbe  reason,  he  replied,  "  it  seems  to  do  me  more  good  to  read  here."  Such 
^*  repKea  connected  with  his  general  conduct,  lea£  me  to  cherish  the  hope, 
^  the  tniih  of  God  is  beginning  to  fasten  on  his  mind,  which  will  be  the  means  of 
^^^^  hb  heart  and  fitting  him  for  heaven." 

^ea  it  was  first  proposed  to  teach  them  to  read,  in  April  last,  the 
•'ssij  was,  we  have  no  convenient  room,  while  the  Prison  is  building, 
*t*?re  they  can  be  assembled  for  instruction.  The  answer  to  the  ob- 
Jttuon  was,  teach  them  through  the  grated  iron  doors  of  their  cells, 
^  ioQg  as  you  are  subject  to  the  evil  of  having  no  room. 

Tbe  next  objection  was,  we  have  no  spelling  books.  The  answer 
^'>  this  objection  was,  it  is  possible  that  you  can  learn  them  to  read 
^cker  without  spelling  books.  It  is  at  least  worthy  of  an  experiment. 
^^  the  convict  the  first  letter  in  the  Bible,  that  is,  I.     Let  him  find 
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the  same,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  first  Terse*  Having  done  thi 
show  him  the  second  letter  in  the  Bible,  that  is,  n.  I^t  him  fin 
every  n,  in  the  first  verse.  Having  done  this  and  being  told  what  L 
spells,  he  has  already  learned  to  read  the  first  word  in  the  Bible.  L 
him  then  find  the  first  word  in  the  Bible,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  fir 
chapter.  Having  done  this  he  will  probably  never  forget  it.  This 
his  first  lesson.  Let  his  second  lesson  be  the  second  word  in  the  fi 
ble,  the  letters  of  which  and  their  combination  should  be  taught  i 
before.  Let  him  proceed  in  this  manner  through  successive  lessoni 
till  he  has  learned  to  read  the  first  verse  in  Genesis — "  In  the  begii 
ning  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth"  Having  done  this,  h 
has  got  his  reward.  One  of  the  most  sublime  ideas  ever  presented  { 
the  mind  of  man,  he  has  obtained  by  diligent  attention  for  a  few  hoai 
in  learning  to  read.  It  may  be  found,  that  the  convicts  can  learn  i 
read  in  this  manner  as  quick  as  in  the  usual  mode.  But  whaler^ 
may  be  the  result,  it  is  worth  an  experiment  This  was  the  reasonio| 
which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  mode  of  teaching,  by  which  two  convict) 
at  least,  have  been  taught  to  read  the  Bible  in  less  than  six  weeks. 

lYOTXa   or  THE   CHAPIiAIir   Iir  THE  PRISON  AT  BIlfG  BING,   SABBATH,  AV- 

GUST  8,  1828. 

No.  408  can  just  say  his  letters.  Another  in  the  same  cell  repeated  all  the  Vs  ta 
n*0  in  the  two  first  verses  in  the  Bihie. 

No.  404  learnt  I  and  n,  and  took  for  his  next  lesson  t  and  h. 

No.  405,  four  weeks  ago  could  only  say  his  letters,  heard  him  read  to-day  for  tl| 
third  time ;  when  he  read  without  any  aid  or  correction  20  verses  in  the  first  chapt^ 
of  Genesis.  The  way  he  learns  is  as  follows.  Every  time  he  comes  into  his  ceU  ^ 
takes  his  BihIe.  He  studies  upon  a  single  word  either  till  he  learns  it,  or  till  fa 
finds  ^at  it  is  too  hard  for  him,  in  which  case,  he  marks  it  and  passes  on  to  aiifl 
ther. — When  he  has  learnt  a  word  in  his  cell,  he  revolves  it  over  in  his  mind  all  d^ 
while  he  is  at  work.  He  has  seldom  learnt  more  than  two  words  in  a  day ;  bii 
makes  it  his  practice  to  read  over  every  day  what  he  had  previously  learnt.  No.  40 
learnt  I  and  n. 

No.  407,  six  weeks  ago  could  not  say  his  letters.  I  heard  him  read  to-day  fa 
the  fourth  time.  He  pronounced  words  of  three  syllables  correcUy  without  stop 
pine  to  spell  them.  It  is  surprising  to  see  how  firmly  fixed  on  his  mind  he  has  xvh^ 
he  nas  learnt.  In  the  8th  verse  of  1st  chapter  of  Genesis  where  the  reading  is  "  thi 
evening  and  the  momine  were  the  second  day  " — ^he  had  it — "  the  evening  and  thi 
morning  were  the  Sunaay  .'**  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  I  could  con 
vince  him  of  his  mistake ;  and  from  what  I  saw,  I  shall  not  wonder,  if  for  months  ti 
come  were  he  to  be  reading  rapidly,  he  should  turn  the  second  day  into  Sunday 
His  method  of  learning  is  very  similar  to  that  of  No.  405.  He  is  in  a  cell  with  oni 
who  can  read.    I  suspect  he  has  got  instruction  from  him. 

409,  a  black  man,  repeated  to  roe  memoriter  the  53d  chap,  of  Isaiah,  without  mi^ 
calling,  I  should  think  as  many  as  three  syllables.  It  took  him  8  or  4  days  to  lean 
it.  He  wishes  for  the  privilege  of  reciting  a  chapter  every  week.  He  answered 
what  questions  I  put  to  him  concerning  the  chapter  very  correctly,  showing  that  i 
had  been  with  him  a  subject  of  considerable  thought. 

In  the  same  cell  a  convict  for  life,  who  could  just  say  his  letters  two  months  ago 
now  read.4  rapidly,  and  with  inflexions  of  voice  remarkably  correct.  He  is  coutiou 
ally  spelling  to  himself  while  at  work : — the  brightest  youth  that  I  have  heard  reai 
in  tlie  Prison. 

418,  a  month  ago  began  to  learn  his  letters,  now  he  reads  slowly. 

418,  three  weeks  ago  could  read  words  of  one  syllable  only — now  reads  bette 
than  many  who  have  been  constantly  at  school  for  years. 

427,  a  month  ago  could  just  say  his  letters. — To-day  reads  in  the  first  and  seconj 
chapters  of  Genesis. 

No.  428,  did  much  to  convince  me  of  the  soundness  of  the  rule,  that  in  order  U 
enter  into  the  meaning  of  an  author,  one  must  place  himself  in  fact  or  in  fancy  in  i 
situation  similar  to  that  in  which  the  author  is  placed  when  he  writes.     He  repeated 
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tone  the  88th  PMhn  which  h«  had  learnt  by  heart.  It  never  seemed  to  me  half  so 
ia^KMive  before.  There  was  something  in  his  tones,  when  he  spake  of  the  soul 
fii  of  troublss ;  of  the  wrath  that  lay  upon  him ;  of  the  acquaintance  that  were  far 
•If;  aod  of  his  being  shut  up  so  that  he  could  not  come  forth — ^that  was  truly  thril- 
^.— Ashe  spake  about  stretching  out  his  hands,  and  daily  calling  upon  the  Lord, 
vd  of  pfeventing  the  morning  by  prayer,  I  could  not  but  hope  and  prav  that  he 
i!i|lit  be  describing  his  own  practice.  I  have  read  this  Psalm  to  myself  several 
ibes  since,  and  sure  I  am,  that  the  bare  listening  to  428  while  he  repeated  it  has 
C6K  more  to  open  to  my  view  the  heart  of  the  Pralmist  when  he  wrote,  and  to  give 
tn  zest  for  the  Psalm,  than  all  the  aid  for  this  purpose,  which  the  piety  and  learning 
ef  commentators  have  afforded. — 128  committed  the  Psakn  without  any  solicitation 
01  my  part,  because  as  he  says,  he  was  peculiarly  affected  sometime  since  in  read- 
fi^  the  8th  verse. 
The  bbck  man,  of  whose  progress  in  reading  I  spake  in  my  last  letter,  changed 
bceOa  few  days  since.  In  doing  this  he  came  in  possession  of  a  new  Bible.  In 
r»ing  his  cell  one  day  he  asked  me  if  his  new  Bible  was  like  the  old  one. — When  I 
taUiaiD  it  was,  he  said,  '*  he  supposed  so,  but  he  had  been  looking  it  through  to  find 
<^r)Kc  where  it  said,  "  Seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened ;" 
vtieb  he  had  seen  in  his  old  Bible,  but  which  he  could  not  find  in  his  new  one. 
Hen  I  found  the  place  for  him  his  eyes  sparkled  with  joy.  He  read  a  few  words 
d  !ud  *•  this  is  the  place,"  thanked  me,  and  very  carefully  turned  down  a  corner 
c;  the  leaf. 

This  mode  of  teaching  adults  to  read  the  Bible,  we  consider  a  val- 
experiment  on  man,  which  will  not  be  limited  in  its  practical 
wirantages  to  the  walls  of  a  Prison.  If  persons  who  know  not  a  letter 
f'i^  the  alphabet,  can  be  taught  in  five  or  six  weeks,  as  in  the  Prison 
a  Sing  Sing,  to  read  in  their  own  language  the  sacred  volume,  which 
Ksble  to  make  them  wise  to  salvation,  and  to  unfold  to  them  the  un- 
sarchable  riches  of  Christ,  then  ignorant  adults  wherever  they  can  be 
^■and,  in  christian  or  heathen  lands,  can  much  sooner  than  has 
?«rneraliy  been  supposed,  be  so  instructed  as  to  read  for  themselves, 
v^atismost  important  for  them  to  know.  And  if  a  mode  of  teach- 
J^.  which  brings  the  person  taught  to  such  a  result,  in  less  than  one 
J^^-lfth  part  of  the  time  usually  allotted  to  it,  has  been  successfully 
^Qced  to  practice  in  a  Prison,  we  need  not  despair  of  great  im- 
pw^ements  in  the  mode  of  communicating  instruction  to  the  ignorant, 
-'T  of  having  the  unobserved  and  patient  labors  of  chaplains  in  Prisons, 
iiJ-Tied  to  good  account,  in  the  illustration  of  modes  and  principles  of 
*tetruction  by  which  the  world  at  large  may  be  benefitted. 

Thus  we  have  seen  not  only  an  interesting  coincidence  in  the  labor 
<f persons,  acting  without  concert,  in  different  countries  as  chaplains 
J3  Prisons,  but  we  have  also  seen  in  what  manner  these  labors  may 
»ove  extensively  useful  to  the  world. 

Another  interesting  point  of  coincidence  relates  to  the  estimation  in 
'^ch  the  labors  of  matrons,  and  the  co-operation  of  ladies'  visiting 
'amittees  are  held  in  the  different  countries. 

The  labors  of  the  matron  in  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore 
"^teniiary  are  thus  commended  in  the  First  Report  of  this  Society. 

/i!"'  ?*^*^^'^'*  Perijo,  entered  this  Prison  in  February,  1822,  and  took  charge 
f«>out  sixty  female  convicts.  There  had  been  previously  some  vile  abuses  prac- 
^^^^^'MfT  them,  and  as  the  directors  state,  this  department  was  wretchedly 
*^^<"d.  The  records  show,  that  the  average  annual  expense  before  the  matron 
^**«  into  office,  was  $1099  51,  and  that  the  average  annual  income  since,  has 
**^  $492  51,  making  a  difference  to  the  institution  from  her  services,  of  $1581  66, 

^  There  has  been,  not  only  a  saving  of  expense,  but  a  saving  of  health.    An  exami- 
^^t  was  made  of  the  records  ot  the  hospital,  for  four  periods,  of  twenty  seven 
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ireaks  each ;  6y  which  it  appetn,  diat  the  matron  has  prevwitad,  kk  three  yteft 
mere  than  seventeen  yean'  siekiiiess — i.  e.  the  number  of  dajrs  spent  in  the  hoc 
pital  by  the  sick,  has  l)een  diminished,  what  is  equal  to  the  sickness  of  one  persoi 
more  than  seventeen  years. 

The  conncti  have  not  only*  been  saved  finom  sickness,  and  made  profitable  to  th 
State ;  Init  they  have  been  tauiEht  those  useful  arts,  by  which  they  can  eani  a  sub 
sistence  when  tliey  leave  the  Prisoh.  The  division  of  labor  is  complete ;  some  ar 
engaged  in  knitting,  some  in  sewtfig  and  spinninj^ ;  and  all  arranesd  in  an  apart 
ment  under  an  assistant,  presenting  a  specimen  ofas  much  subordination,  neatnev 
and  cheerful  and  quiet  industry,  as  can  be  found  in  any  place  of  labor. 

They  have  also  been  taught  to  read.  On  the  Sabbath,  in  a  Sabbadi  school,  Ir 
the  matron  and  her  daughter,  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and  two  in  the  aftenaooo 
in  summer ;  and  one  in  the  morning,  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  in  winter,  have  beei 
devoted  to  their  instruction.  Fifteen,  who  could  not  read,  have  been,  taught  to  rei< 
the  scriptures,  and  all,  except  two  aged  persons,  to  read  in  the  spelling  book.  Ii 
some  instances,  the  desire  to  leam  has  been  so  great,  that  the  conwtets  would  give  i 
part  of  their  daily  bread  to  their  companions,  for  teaching  them. 

They  have  also  been  encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  relioous  duties.  On  Um 
SabbaUi,  except  when  engaged  in  the  Sabbath  school,  or  in  3ie  public  exerriaes  o 
religious  worsliip,  they  assemble  together,  of  their  own  accord,  to  spend  the  time 
in  leading  the  scriptures,  and  in  prayer  among  themselves  :-^they  regularly  implon 
a  blessing,  at  the  table,  and  in  every  room,  except  one,  attend  prayers  morning  uk 
evening. 

This  system  of  industry,  and  instruction,  and  religious  duty,  has  had  the  effect  tc 
rander  the  number  of  recommitments  unusually  small.  In  three  years  preceding 
January,  1825,  forty  seven  had  left  this  department  of  the  Penitentiary ;  of  whom 
onlv  seven  had  returned.  In  New  York  city >  in  November,  1824,  the  tread  wheel 
which  has  been  regarded  in  Europe,  as  more  effectual  than  any  other  mode  of  puih 
ishment  in  preventing  recommitment!,  had  employed  on  it,  out  of  sixty  six  woineo, 
twenty  for  a  second  time ;  six  a  third ;  two  a  fourtfi ;  and  one  a  fifth. 

All  these  surpiising  and  delightful  results,  in  &vor  of  the  female  department  of  Um 
Baltimore  Pemtentiuy,  have  been  produced  without  any  pectdiar  advantages  it 
the  construction  of  the  Prison,  by  the  goodness,  vigilance,  and  skill  of  the  matroo," 

Since  the  First  Report  of  this  Society  was  published,  matrons  have 
been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in 
New  York,  and  also  into  the  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reiormation 
in  Boston.  In  the  Third  Report  >f  the  Managers  of  the  Societ) 
in  New  York,  they  say, 

**  In  the  management  of  the  female  part  of  the  institution  and  m  the  domestic  an 
rangements  of  the  whole  establishment,  t^  .^Ap^gers  can  cordially  acknowledge  tlM 
assistance  which  has  been  derived  from  the  ladies'  committee.  Their  attentioM 
have  been  steadQy  directed,  in  weekly  visits  to  the  Refuge,  to  the  moral  and  reli^ 
gious  improvement  of  the  females,  and  to  the  strengthening  of  the  hands  of  tM 
matron  in  her  delicate  and  important  duties.  Although  it  may  not  be  probable  tfaaj 
the  number  of  female  subjects  will  much  exceed  its  present  proportion,  yet  sveg 
instance  of  restoration  to  virtue,  or  protection  from  the  horrors  or  vice  in  this  di^ 
of  its  subjects,  cannot  fail  to  yield  the  blessing  of  an  ample  reward  for  all  the  labd 
and  care  it  may  have  cost" 

Similar  testimony  may  be  borne  with  propriety  to  the  usefulness  d 
the  matrons  in  the  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reformation  in  Boston,  j 

The  Sixth  Report  of  the  Ix)ndon  Society  contains  facts  and  rema 
so  interesting  and  important,  on  this  subject,  that  we  give  them 
length,  in  the  confident  expectation  that  they  will  not  be  lost  in  t 
United  States. 

'*  The  ladies*  committee  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  (he  care  of  the  femi 
department  in  Newgate,  continue  their  labors  with  an  assiduity  worthy  of  their  b 
character,  and  of  the  distinguished  cause  in  which  they  are  en^^^ged.  The  beoa 
resulting  from  their  unwearied  exertions  has  been  more  permanent  and  exten$t' 
than  could  possibly  have  been  anticipated,  fh>m  the  absence  of  proper  classificad^ 
and  the  confined  limits  of  this  badly  constructed  Prison.  Wisely  availing  themsel 
of  the  public  interest  which  their  pltns  could  not  fail  to  excite,  they  have  establiff^ 
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a  Sodetjr  /or  fhe  eneouracemeiit  and  formatioii  of  oonuitteafl  simibir  to  their  own  in 
tk  pfindinl  gpM»l»towiis  tbrot^out  the  kingdom ;  and  it  is  realiy  delightful  to  tnuse 
(be  progrew  of  good  feeling  in  the  number  of  such  associations  that  are  now  in 
opention,  and  conducted  with  that  unostentatious  yet  ardent  Idndness,  which  is  so 
beaotifuUy  characteristic  of  female  benevolence.  In  some  places  where  associations 
(«M  not  bo  fbnned,  very  benefidal  effects  have  been  produced  by  the  exertions  of 
UiH  who  have  alone,  and  unsupported)  engaged  in  the  arduous  work  of  visiting 
fcnie  prisoners.  A  more  striking  instance  of  the  consequence  of  such  individuad 
h&on  will  not  be  required,  than  the  Ikct  that  at  one  Prison,  visited  by  a  lady  of  high 
iKpectibifity,  sis  young  women  who  had  abandoned  their  homes  to  live  in  habits  of 
pofiigKy  were  restored  to  their  respective  fiuniMet,  and  have  since  afforded  the 
■Qit  atufiictory  proofs  of  reformation.  In  a  borough  gaol  of  the  worst  description, 
»ifere  eren  the  separation  of  the  sexes  was  not  complete,  a  female  vbdtor  has  for 
^^  six  years  been  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  the  criminal  of  her  sex.  At  this 
PriMD  the  number  of  commitments  has  been  so  greatly  diminished,  since  the  attend- 
ee of  this  amiable  person,  that  at  the  assizes,  the  thanks  of  the  corporation  were 
r^dy  expressed  to  her  by  the  recorder. 
Owof  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  Gaol  Act  requires  that  female  prisoners 
4ould  be  onder  the  care  of  female  officers.  This  plan  has  been  adopted  in  many  of 
tiK  eoonty-gaob,  and  promises  to  be  a  measure  of  the  highest  value.  The  design  of 
^unngement  would,  however,  be  far  more  effectually  secured,  were  all  the  fe- 
^  priionera  of  a  county  confinM  in  one  «ritablishment,  for  which  purpose  some 
'-  the  lener  gaols  might  be  appropriate^t  the  number  of  women  being  generally 
aaS  coBuparra  to  that  of  men.  At  Lancaster  castle  it  will  be  seen  that  a  most  ef- 
fc^  separation  has  been  made  for  <^^  purpose ;  and  detached  buildings  with  the 
««  view  have  been  erected  by  <he  magistracy  of  Kent,  at  the  extensive  county 
noi  at  Maidstone.  But  much  ci  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  appointment  of 
^»»le  mperintendeots  must  ^^^^  depend  upon  the  description  of  persons  selected 
far  the  office.  Attention  ^  character  is  indeed  highly  essential  in  the  choice  of 
'^  prison-officer,  butm  none  more  so  than  in  that  of  matron ;  for  the  judicious 
^Jnr^  of  her  dnti««  especially  requires  the  advantages  of  education,  temper,  and 
^tion.  8(eadJDe^  ^^  application,  habits  of  arrangement,  and  a  cordial  spirit  of 
^*^ipention  are  necessary  in  a  Prison,  to  the  maintenance  of  order,  the  distribution 
^  (aplo)iD€nt,  and  the  communication  of  instruction.  But  the  peculiar  relation  in 
v^'h  a  prison-p^A^en  stands  towards  the  objects  of  her  care,  ought  to  inspire  her 
^ho  ordio*<7  >hare  of  interest  and  compassion.  In  the  exercise  of  her  duties, 
^UatODf^  the  representative  and  guardian  of  her  sex,  and  she  ought  to  be  a  bright 
snopie  'f  its  parity,  disinterestedness,  and  love.  To  win  affection,  yet  enforce 
*^ritr~to  inspire  confidence,  vet  command  respect — to  war  against  the  vices, 
Ttt  ;^  just  allowance  for  the  miilties  of  humanity — are  qualities  of  mind  in  an 
tb^ot  degree  easential  to  her  who  would  reclaim  the  thoughtless,  subdne  the 
*^bon,  and  heal  the  broken  heart.  She  must  be  prepared  to  encounter  disap- 
^^i^^itBiaA  from  ingratitude,  indifference,  and  deceit ;  yet  if  she  do  not  always  attain 
*-^^  it  wis  be  her  care  uniformly  to  deserve  it ;  nor  will  such  discouragements 
'^T  repress  exertions  that  flow  from  the  convictions  of  duty,  and  derive  strength 
'^  the  influence  of  Christian  principles.  A  pious  and  judicious  effort  to  reclaim 
^rieieiif  is  teldom  wholly  lost ;  and  a  prison-matron  may  be  assured,  that  to  the 
c^  (fiicharge  of  her  interesting  duties,  the  blessbig  of  Heaven  will  never  be 

^  the  benevolent  interest  of  the  matron  wDl  not  be  confined  to  the  walls  of  her 
^'  There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  whole  range  of  human  destitution,  a  more  genu- 
^^iectof  compaeaion  than  a  friendless  girl,  who  quits  a  Prison  with  the  desire, 
*''  *ithout  the  means  of  reformation.  Satisfactory  may  have  been  her  conduct  du- 
^  coofinement,  and  gratifying  the  proofs  of  her  moral  improvement ;  yet  what 
^reasonably  be  expected,  if  at  the  expiration  of  her  sentence  she  is  thrown  upon 
^Hide  world  ?-^he  is  surrounded  by  temptation,  and  even  the  distinction  of  her 
*n.  UMl  the  helplessness  of  her  condition^-whtch  constitute  her  strongest  claims 
?*  1^  y^tection — are  too  often  the  most  fatal  sourees  of  her  moral  ruin  and  hopeless 
J|?*htioo.  How  many,  thus  circumstanced,  feel  at  this  moment  the  wretchedness 
VP>H  in  the  loss  of  character,  the  abandonment  of  friends,  the  pressure'of  want, 
]f*  F^gs  of  disease,  and  the  bitterness  of  despair ;  and  how  many  have  quitted  con- 
;^^^t  m  a  state  of  entire  destitution,  whom  the  hand  of  kindness  might  have  saved 
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the  execution  of  duties  which  are  enjoined  by  the  mo^  saered  obligations  of  religion 
and  the  strongest  dictates  of  humanity ;  and  it  will  be  her  care  to  anticipate  the  wao^ 
of  the  disdiarged  female ; — to  remove,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  the  temptations  U 
which  she  is  about  to  be  exposed; — to  confer  with  the  chaplain  on  her  behalf;— tt 
suggest  to  tlie  visiting  magistrates,  and  to  the  govenior,  the  means  by  which  it  mai 
be  possible  to  reconcUe  her  to  her  family,  and  restore  her  to  lost  friends ;— procnn 
for  her  employment ;— obtain  her  admission  into  a  reformatory  institution ;— or  aflbn 
her  temporary  protection  until  this  desirable  object  be  attained." 

We  conclude  this  interesting  view  of  the  labors  of  females  in  Fri 

sons,  with  a  single  fact  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  I^ndon  So 

ciety, 

«  At  Turin,  the  state  of  the  men's  Prison  is  deplorable.  In  the  women's  gaol, ) 
surprising  change  has  been  effected  through  the  personal  exertions  of  a  lady,  wbj 
has,  for  some  time,  with  a  philanthropy  beyond  all  praise,  devoted  herself  to  its  ia| 
provement.  This  arduous  object  has  been  her  constant  study  ;  nor  does  she  esteei^ 
any  labor  a  sacrifice  by  which  she  may  relieve  the  sufTerings  and  effect  the  reforj 
mation  of  the  prisoners.  IV  occupations  are  spinning,  knitting,  and  sewing.  Thj 
women  are  all  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  religiouj 
and  moral  instruction." 

Another  great  point  of  coincidence  in  regard  to  improvements  it 
Prisons  in  the  different  countries,  telates  to  the  leading  principles  o| 
prison  discipline,  i.  e.  solitary  confineitient  at  night,  hard  labor  by  day, 
efficient  discipline,  religious  instruction,  Mid  prison  architecture,  adaptj 
ed  to  these  purposes. 

A  true  definition  of  the  system  of  prison  dib^ipHne  has  already  beeij 
given,  as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  the  Brit'»ih  Act  of  Par]iamcnt| 
i.  e.  *'  to  seclude  the  criminals  from  their  former  associates ;  to  sepai 
rate  those  of  whom  hopes  might  be  entertained  from  those  who  wer^ 
desperate ;  to  teach  them  useful  trades ;  to  give  them  religious  in 
struction  ;  and  to  provide  them  with  a  recommendatiin  to  the  worH 
and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood  after  the  txpiration  o 
the  term  of  their  punishment." 

Mr.  RoscoE  says,  "  the  true  object  of  the  reformatory  system  oj 
prison  discipline,  as  first  attempted  to  be  established  in  ^'^S*f"'j^"i 
afterwards  with  greater  success  in  the  United  States,  cannot  be  betej 
expressed  than  in  the  above  language."  And  again,  "  it  ^*^  f ^^  'j! 
true  principle  upon  which  alone  criminal  jurisprudence  can  be  su  s. 
tially  founded."  Gen.  Lafayette  says,  "  it  seems  to  me,  two  o  , 
inconveniences  most  complained  of,  (i.  e.  in  defective  Prisons,)  ^\c^ 
be  obviated,  by  making  use  of  the  solitary  cells  to  separate  the  fy-  ^ 
ers  at  nighty  and  multiplying  the  rooms  of  common  labor,  so  o 
duce  the  number  in  each  robm  to  what  it  was  when  the  popuwtto 
less  dense ;  an  arrangement  which  would  enable  the  managers  ^ 
distinctions  among  the  men  to  be  reclaimed,  according  to  the  s 
their  morals  and  behavior."  ^i 

In  these  sentiments,  as  thus  expressed  by  General   Lafa 
Mr.  RoscoE  says,  "  I  have  the  pleasure  most  fully  to  ^^"?"^*  ^^jtia 
hold  it  to  be  impossible  to  give  a  more  clear,  correct  and  i  P 
decision  on  the  subject."  ^  ^h 

As  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament  was  m  P^  ^^j^^ 
result  of  Howard's  labors,  we  have  his  views  in  the  definition  ^^  ^^^ 
he  thought  prison  discipline  should  be,  and  the  above  ^^^^^-^  jn  rd 
principles  of  the  definition  leave  no  room  for  misappi"^"^**^ 
gard  to  the  views  of  Gen.  Lafayette  and  Mr.  Roscoe. 
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Tbe  Sixth  Report  of  the  London  Society,  exhibits  in  the  following 
maimer  the  views,  and  principles,  by  which  that  benevolent  and  pow- 
erful association  is  governed  in  its  extensive  operations. 

''Investttttion  proved,  that  th«  miseriei  which  had  heretofore  been  the  character- 
Biicof  gaofa  were  not  the  necessary  consequence  of  imprisonment,  but  the  result  of 
RiaJDal  ne^iflence  in  its  regulation  and  discipline ;  that  all  physical  suffering^,  not 
leceory  to  l£e  purposes  of  just  punishment,  might  be  removed  by  attention  to  the 
:oi»tnictioD,  ventilation,  and  cleanliness  of  gaols ;  that  a  system  of  hard  labor  and 
td&sioD,  aceompanied  by  a  spare  though  sufficient  diet,  is  calculated  to  render  penal 
no&ttmeDt  an  object  of  salutary  fear ;  that  moral  contamination  may  be  prevented 
Wclasgficationand  inspection;  that  reformation  of  character  may  be  essentially 
pMBoted  by  religious  instruction ;  and  that  these  measures  combined,  are  well  cal- 
fintA  to  inspire  the  dread,  correct  the  habits,  enlighten  the  mind,  and  reclaim  the 
keirt  of  an  oAsnder.  Such  were  the  means  by  which  the  immortal  Howard,  and 
boot  less  philanthropic  successor,  Neild,  sought  to  remove  the  miseries  and  re- 
ina  the  character  of  the  Prisons  of  this  country ; — and  to  promulgate  the  principles, 
^«h  it  was  the  aim  of  their  valuable  labors  to  establish,  is  the  object  of  the  institu- 
1^%  the  sixth  report  of  whose  proceedings  the  committee  have  now  the  honor  to 
by  before  the  public." 

Again,  in  the  same  Report,  we  have  some  valuable  suggestions  on 

pm  architecture,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  so  con- 

Hnicting  Prisons  that  they  can  be  easily  inspected. 

'Too much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  adoption  of  sound  principles  of  prison 
vriiitecture.  On  this.important  subject  very  erroneous  notions  prevail.  The  power 
i^cbuiaing  constant  and  complete  inspection  is  perhaps  the  most  valuable  feature 
-ie  coDstTuction  of  a  Prison.  It  is  therefore  highly  important,  in  the  arrangement 
^  itaps  for  gaols,  that  this  power  should  be  exercised  by  the  governor  with  the 
B3&«t  &dljty,  and  to  the  greatest  extent  Inspection  should  be  obtained  not  only 
y  the  prisoners  in  their  respective  departments  and  different  occupations,  but 
^i^  over  the  inferior  officers — ^an  object  of  no  small  importance,  when  it  is  con- 
*^ed  that  their  example  has  great  influence  on  the  conduct  of  those  over  whom 
Jtj  are  placed.  An  opportunity  was  lately  affi>rded  to  the  committee  of  examining 
^f^Qs  of  the  principal  county  Prisons  in  England ;  and  it  appeared,  from  a  careful 
«^^%4tioD  of  the  merits  of  each,  that  out  of  96  plans  which  came  under  the  notice 
■[^  committee,  28  only  afforded  the  power  of  inspecting  the  airing  yards :  in  82 
"^^^^  i  very  partial  inspection  could  be  exercised,  and  36  were  found  to  be  en- 
^y  defective  in  this  primary  feature  of  the  construction  of  a  good  goal.  It  is  pain- 
^  obserre  that  even  in  gaols  of  modem  erection,  the  importance  of  inspection 
father  not  been  adequately  appreciated,  or  has  been  altogether  neglected." 

Id  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  same  Society,  we  have  a  summary 
^ment  of  remaining  evils,  even  in  England,  which  the  London  So- 
''^,  acting  on  the  principles  here  laid  down,  is  laboring  to  remove. 

"Tliere  is  perhaps  no  carcumstance  which  is  more  mischievous  than  the  want  of 
l^te  sleepii^-cells.  It  appears  by  the  returns  furnished  under  the  gaol  act,  for 
^ynr  ending  at  Michaelmas  1826,  that  in  four  Prisons,  which  at  one  time  in  the 

'Teontained  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight  persons,  there  were  only  six- 
1*^  slee^nng-rooms  or  cells  collectively,  making  an  average  number  of  nineteen 
y^%  ia  each  room.  In  six  other  Prisons,  where  there  were  altogether  one  hun- 
^  ifid  forty-six  sleeping-rooms  or  cells,  the  number  at  one  time  was  one  thousand 
*>  Ihffldred  and  fifW-six,  or  about  eight  in  each  room.  A  serious  obstacle  is  thus 
^^^^^d  to  that  reformation  of  character,  which  might  be  essentially  promoted  by 
*"'*«▼  coDfinement  at  night;  and  the  evils  of  association  must,  consequently,  at 
^>-  tixDe«,  be  aggravated  by  the  prisoners  being  removed  from  all  inspection  and 
^*ro).  But  it  is  not  only  in  gaols  in  the  country  that  this  defect  is  observable.  In 
^  London  Prisons  the  separation  of  offenders  is  most  defective ;  nor  is  there  any 
||||^j|  i&  the  metropolis  in  which  the  evil  is  more  severely  felt  than  at  the  new  Prison, 
^HienweO,  erected  in  the  year  1818.  This  Prison  is  the  principal  reception  gaol 
^  ^«  OMmty  of  Middlesex,  and  upwards  of  six  thousand  persons  were  committed 
ftt  tiofini  the  last  year.  There  have  been  at  one  time  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
^  BKA  io  confinement.    The  barrack  bedsteads  on  the  male  side  of  the  Prisor 

^^n  of  the  iafinnary,  but  tnchidmg  the  boys*  ward  and  the  reception  ward 
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occupy  a  space  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  ninety  feet  in  leacth ;  there  coul< 
not,  therefore,  have  been  at  mat  time  above  sixteen  inches  aUowed  tor  sleeping  rooii 
to  each  person.  The  prisoners  are  thus  shut  up  at  ni^ht  without  the  sligfatest  con 
trol  over  their  language  or  their  actions ;  and  this  too,  m  winter,  for  no  less  a  peri<MJ 
at  one  time,  than  fifteen  hours.  It  may  be  easily  imagined  that  these  night-rooid 
are  the  scenes  of  tumult  and  obscenity ;  and  to  this  treatment  are  exposed  imsoDen 
many  of  whom  are  butyoung  in  crime,  and  ail  of  whom  are  committed  for  trial  d 
re-exanrination  only,  lliere  is  no  inspection  fivm  any  part  of  the  keeper's  home  a 
office,  nor  from  any  part  of  the  main  passage  of  the  gaol  can  either  himself  or  U 
officers  watch  the  behaviour  or  detect  the  misconduct  of  any  prisoner.  The  cods^ 
quences  are  precisely  what,  under  such  circumstances,  might  natundly  be  expectd 
Riots  and  assaults  are  matters  of  daily  ocurrcnce.  The  keeper,  on  such  oecssioDi 
is  even  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  part  of  the  gaol  the  offence  is  committed  ;  and  tl^ 
time  and  preparation  necessary  to  enter  a  wani,  afford  the  prisoner  every  opportunj 
ty  he  could  desire  for  deception  and  concealm^it."  i 

We  make  one  extract  more  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  Londo| 

Society,  showing  with  what  assiduity  and  discrimination  the  Society  U 

bors  to  ascertain  what  evils  exist  in  Prisons,  and  with  what  justice  ani 

mercy  and  judgment,  they  labor  to  correct  them. 

**  It  is  fatal  to  the  general  observance  of  the  Gaol  Act,  Ihat  several  of  its  most  inl 
portant  clauses  are  so  worded  as  to  permit,  rather  than  require  their  execution.  *  i 
shall  and  may  be  lawful,'  is  the  language  employed  in  the  provisions  referred  U 
This  has  led  in  man^r  cases  to  the  entire  neglect  of  several  useful  clauses,  while  j 
has  in  others  given  rise  to  a  wide  latitude  or  interpretation.  These  circumstance^ 
have,  therefore,  in  some  measure  defeated  an  important  object  of  the  act,  which  yn 
to  reduce  the  management  of  gaols  to  a  system,  and  to  render  that  system  unifori 
tiiroughout  the  kin^om.  The  law  has  defined  the  leading  principles  and  geoerj 
outline  of  prison  government,  but  has  lelt  it  discretionary  with  the  magistracy  as  | 
whether  any  and  what  further  rules  shall  be  framed  for  the  government  ot  the  Priso^ 
beyond  those  required  or  suggested  by  the  act.    The  consequence  is,  that  in  severj 

fiols,  as  in  Newgate,  the  recommendations  of  the  legislature  are  unattended  t| 
ven  in  those  counties  in  which  the  spirit  of  the  taw  is  enforced,  the  magistrates  j 
the  respective  counties  act  independently  of  each  other ;  and  a  great  variety  of  pni 
tice  consequently  prevails  in  the  best  regulated  gaols,  in  respect  to  the  prisoner! 
food,  the  modes  of  his  restraint,  and  the  nature  of  nis  employment.  In  some  plac^ 
of  confinement,  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labor  may  work  if  they  choose  to  do  s^ 
In  others,  they  are  employed  but  a  few  hours  daily  in  cleaning  the  Prison,  or  at  oth< 
work  not  laborious.  Even  in  the  houses  of  correction,  where  regular  employment 
are  carried  on,  the  hours  of  actual  labor  vary  in  duration  from  seven  hoars  to  td 
hours  and  a  half,  daily,  in  the  summer  months,  and  from  five  to  seven  hours  durid 
winter.  Nothing  can  be  more  dissimilar  than  the  nature  of  the  employment,  wbic 
is  in  several  gaou  extremely  light,  while  in  others  it  is  most  severe.  The  labor  i 
the  tread-wheel  is  found  to  diflfer  considerably  in  its  degree  of  severity,  vanriaj 
from  8,000  to  16,000  feet  of  ascent  per  day  in  summer,  and  in  winter  from  5,000  i 
10,000  feet.  In  some  county  gaols,  women  are  placed  upon  the  wheel ;  while,  ^ 
others,  females  are  not  only  exempted  from  it,  but  also  from  any  other  species  i 
'labor  which  can,  in  any  degree,  be  compared  with  it  in  severity.  The  appropriatic^ 
of  earnings  differs  materially.  In  several  cases,  the  prisoners  are  allowed  the  whol^ 
in  others,  on  one  half  or  one  third  of  the  product  of  their  labor ;  and  these  earning 
may  in  some  instances  be  expended  in  extra  food,  and  other  necessaries ;  while  ) 
other  gaols  there  is  no  such  privileg^.  The  daily  lations  also  vary  remarkably,  t 
many  Prisons,  bread  only  is  given ;  in  others,  meat,  soup,  gi*uel,  and  beer  are  addet] 
the  daily  allowance  of  bread  differs  from  one  pound  to  three  pounds.  These  varii 
tions  in  the  diet  cause  a  difference  in  the  weekly  expense  of  from  one  shilling  M 
fivepence  to  five  shillings  and  sixpence  per  head.  The  practice  is  still  continued,  | 
some  parts  of  the  country,  of  allowin|r  money  to  prisoners  for  the  purchase  of  fooj 
flic,  but  the  amount  of  this  allowance  is  found  to  vary  from  fourpence  to  eightpen^ 
per  day.*  In  some  few  gaols,  no  clothing  or  bedding  is  furnished :  at  other  placj 
a  complete  gaol  dress  is  worn,  and  ample  bedding  is  allowed.  The  variation  in  tl 
cost  of  these  articles  is  from  twenty  shillings  to  five  pounds.    While  this  absence 

*Thit  practice  is  altofrether  Toqr  objectionable.  It  incurs  additional  c^xpeme,  as  wall  ai  trnaK 
and  inconvenifince  in  eoolcing,  and  it  geoerally  found  to  intarfera  with  the  order  and  diaeiplina  ot'  i{ 
gnol :  the  piitonera  are  alao  liahla  to  aaiier  ftom  inpoaitioiii  or  from  tha  niaapplieatioa  of  tke  4 
penditure. 
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oifemiity  pratrailst  fhe  prisoner  in  one  gaol  win  hde^sd^rily  escape  with  half  the 
poniiineot  to  wUch  he  would  have  been  subjected  if  tried  io  another  county. 
Whether  the  prisoner  ha^e  one  poUnd  Or  three  pounds  of  bread  daHy — whether  he 
vork  at  an  employment  not  severe  or  be  placed  at  a  tread* wheel — whether  his 
)ibr  be  a  trifling  exercise  or  a  serious  exertion — ^whether  care  be  or  be  not  extend- 
er! to  htm  when  sick:— these  Varieties  of  treatment  greatly  affect  the  character  of 
the  poBBhme&t ;  nor  to  the  man  who  is  condemned  for  several  months  to  be  the 
ni:jcet  of  them  are  they  by  any  means  matters  of  indifference.  There  is  a  ereat  di- 
Rfsty  also  b  the  mode  of  restraining  and  punishing  prisoners.  Solitary  connnement 
y^an  to  be  very  generally  adopted  for  ofiences  committed  within  the  Prison ;  but 
Bm  VkA  whipping  are  also  found  to  be  in  use  at  several  gaols.  In  twenty-one 
ooBtf  Prisons,  the  punishment  of  whipping  was  practised  during  the  last  year;  and, 
a  91  lets  than  fifty.  Irons  were  used.  There  is  no  uniformity  in  the  degree  of  moral 
■d  fefigiouB  instruction  afibrded  to  prisoners.  At  several  gaols  no  chaplain  has  yet 
%«  appointed,  and  no  religious  duties  are  performed ;  whue,  in  other^  the  attend- 
ee oif  the  clei^man  is  limited  to  Sundays.  In  some  cases,  bibles,  testaments, 
pny«r-boolc8,  Aic.  are  furnished :  at  others,  they  are  not  provided.  At  a  few  Prisons, 
*eboQls  are  established ;  while  at  several  no  instruction  is  given  in  either  reading 
cf  vritiiig.  The  treatment  of  the  sick  differs  also  materially.  At  many  gaols,  a  sur- 
R>'A  atl»dsonly  when  sent  for ;  at  some,  he  visits  twice  a  week,  and  at  others  daily, 
^reni  tre  still  without  any  infirmary  or  suitable  rooms  for  the  separation  of  the 
■ck:  the  nomber  of  sick  during  the  last  year  has,  consequently,  differed  in  the  pro^- 
pitioo  of  from  one  half  to  one  in  fifty. 

Fonher  measures  are  therefore  Indispensable  to  insure  obedience  to  the  law.  If 
<^  (he  returns  which  are  required  were  regularly  transmitted,  it  would  be  impos- 
^  to  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  every  gaol,  from  answers  to  questions  fram- 
*^  ^menlly,  and  with  reference  to  all  descriptions  of  Prisons.  It  is  besides  obvious, 
tathe  regulation  of  gaols  should  be  reduced  to  a  system,  and  that  the  rules  in  force 
'I'flid  be  compared  and  assimilated  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  admit.  This 
^rmty  is  as  much  required  by  ttie  mterests  of  justice  as  by  the  welfekre  of  the 
pB»er.  It  is  only  rieht  that  the  jury  who  convict,  and  the  judge  who  condemns, 
*^^d  have  a  petkci  knowledge  of  the  discipline  and  punishment  to  which  they  are 
•^t  to  consign  an  offender.  Nothing  can  at  present,  at  least  in  many  cases,  be 
"^^  ngoe  and  indefinite  than  a  sentence  of  punishment  when  pronounced  by  the 
'«t{fa.  A  culprit  is  sentenced  to  bard  labor ;  but  the  nature  of  that  labors— on  which 
3  ?ttat  of  6ct  the  punishment  mainly  depends-^is  not  defined  ;  nor  is  it  known  by 
^  eoort  If  there  be  kbor  of  any  kind  in  the  gaol  to  which  the  prisoner  is  about  to 
^foooitted." 

How  far  there  is  a  coincidence  of  opinion,  in  the  United  States^ 
^^  the  views  here  expressed,  in  regard  to  the  leading  principles  of 
pn*!»  discipline,  is  plainly  seen  by  all,  who  have  read  the  present  and 
^er  Reports  of  this  Society.  And  as  it  would  be  little  else  bat  a 
^petition  of  these  Reports,  further  to  illustrate  the  coincidence,  in 
^3xd  to  the  leading  principles  of  prison  discipline^  we  shall  here 
<2Te  it. 

The  only  remaining  point  of  coincidence,  which  we  shall  notice,  re- 
u^  to  the  delay  which  is  often  found  to  exist  between  the  arrest  and 
***  ifiaj. 

'Hiis  b  an  evfl,'*  says  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Society,  "  of  which  few 
'^"^lOQs  are  aware.  Ot  the  total  number  of  prisoners  committed  for  trial  to  the  sev- 
'^^kin  Eni^and  and  Wales,  about  one  in  seven  are  discharged  by  the  grand 
.*^<  tod  about  one  third  are  eventually  acquitted  after  having  endured— frequently 
^  several  months— 4dl  the  suffering,  disgrace,  and  injury  of  penal  imprisonment.'* 

"Ib  (he  yean  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  the  average  number  of  persons  annually 
^^-  ia  Eni^nd  amounted  to  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three ;  and  the 
"T^e  Dumber  discharged  by  the  grand  jury  was  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 

**  A  most  obvious  measure  for  the  prevention  of  crime,  would  be  found  in  a 
*^  frequent  gaol  delivery  than  at  present  prevails.  If  ctntom  did  not  familiarize 
"^  the  ftrangett  anomalies,  it  would  seem  hardly  credible  that  some  of  the  gaols 
^<^  be  cleared  only  once  in  twelve  months ;  and  that,  excepting  those  in  London 
^  Middlesex,  and  very  recently  in  the  home  circuit,  none  are  delivered  oftener 
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than  twice  a  year.  Nor  is  the  number  of  the  eMizet  tlieir  only  fiuilt  The  per 
at  which  they  are  held,  where  there  are  two  in  the  year,  are  fixed  at  very  uim 
divisions  of  time ;  the  spring  assize  taldng  place  during  Lent,  and  the  summe 
July.  Owing  to  this  arrangement,  the  gaols  are  burthened  at  the  spring  assize  \ 
twice  the  number  that  are  tried  in  summer ;  and  the  prisoner,  who  may  unfo 
nately  be  sent  to  gaol  just  after  the  latter  assize  has  terminated,  may  remain  i 
monUis,  and  in  some  cases  twelve  months,  before  he  take  his  trLal.  In  the 
Report  of  the  Society,  the  committee  noticed  the  case  of  a  youth,  aged  14,  who 
chaiged  with  taking  a  hat  firom  another  boy  in  the  public  streets.  This  lad 
committed  on  tiie  11th  August,  1823,  but  was  not  tried  until  the  12Ui  August,  \i 
Were  this  delay  of  justice  the  only  evil,  enough  would  be  contained  in  this  sin 
statement  to  demand  a  more  frequent  delivery ;  but  the  ¥n«tched  condiiioi 
many  of  our  gaols,  confers  on  such  a  measure  additional  importance.  The  plac< 
which  this  boy  was  confined,  had  been  presented  some  time  before  as  unfit  ft 
Prison.  There  was  no  employment  for  either  tried  or  untried.  There  were  only  ft 
teen  sleeping-ceUs,  while  fif^  and  more  prisoners  were  often  in  confinement  at* 
time.  And  when  all  the  hardships  had  been  endured,  and  all  the  moral  mischk 
an  imprisonment,  so  long  and  of  such  a  nature,  had  worked  its  full  effect  upon 
boy  or  14 — ^he  was  acquitted  !  Could  such  an  initiation  into  vice  and  idleneM ) 
duce  any  other  than  Uie  most  lamentable  depravity  ?  And  can  it  excite  surjn 
when  the  committee  state  that  this  ^outh,  acouitted  of  the  offence  with  which 
was  charged,  was  disndssed  from  Pnson  a  hardened  ciinunal,  and  has  since  aod 
cone  the  punishment  of  transportation  for  life  ?  But  this  is  not  a  solitary  install 
In  the  same  year,  and  in  the  same  gaol,  there  were  five  men  committed  in 
month  of  September,  who  were  obliged  to  await  Uieir  trial  until  the  August  folk 
ing  when  they  also  were  acquitted.  In  another  instance,  a  man  was  committed 
August,  and  detained  until  the  following  July,  when  he  was  tried,  and  found  i 
guilty.  This  person  was  married  and  haid  three  children.  Many  similar  ctsesk 
other  gaols  might  be  produced,  where  imprisonment  before  trial  has  been  long  in, 
duration,  and  ruinous  in  its  effects,  involvmg  not  the  interests  of  the  individual  ov 
but  those  also  of  a  wife  and  family.  Surely  such  evils  call  loudly  for  a  prompt  i 
efficacious  remedy.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  many  of  our  readers,  that  w) 
Howard  was  engaged  in  visiting  the  Prisons  of  Germany,  the  emperor  Joseph  J 
sired  to  see  him.  *  I  have  sent  lor  you,'  (said  the  monarch)  *  to  know  your  op 
ion  on  the  state  of  the  Prisons  in  my  dominions,  and  to  desire  that  you  will  point  i 
those  grievances  which  most  urgently  denumd  reform.'  *  Your  Majesty*  (r^pl 
Howard)  *  has  throughout  your  empire  prisoners  who  have  been  for  two  r^ 
immured  in  dungeons,  awaiting  their  trial ;  and  should  they  be  found  innocent  off 
crimes  laid  to  £eir  charge,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  your  Majesty  to  make  tbem  i 
paration  for  the  injuries  &ey  have  sustained.'  With  some  abatement  of  its  streii^ 
might  the  same  language  be  addressed  to  the  Legislature  of  England.  *  You  bard 
this  country,  gaols,  whose  inmates  have  been  confined  in  cells  unfit  for  hurn 
habitation  for  the  space  of  twelve  months  before  they  have  been  brought  to  tn 
and  they  have  been  eventually  acquitted  as  innocent  of  crime  :  you  have  toni  m 
from  their  homes :  you  have  taken  from  their  families  the  main  pillars  of  their  st| 
port :  you  have  blasted  their  reputation :  you  have  debased  their  morals :  you  b^ 
inflicted  on  them  a  greater  punishment  than  that  to  which,  if  declared  guilty,  to 
would  have  been  adjudged ;  and  you  dischaige  them  from  your  Prisons,  ruined  ti 
depraved,  bereft  of  the  means  of  honest  maintenance,  to  subsist  upon  the  proper^ 
to  disturb  the  order,  and  corrupt  the  morals,  of  society.'  Would  that  this  remo 
strance,  though  but  ideal,  might  be  followed  by  the  success  which  attended  H0 
ard's  appeal  to  the  emperor  Joseph.  To  the  eternal  honor  of  that  great  mootf 
be  it  recorded,  that  he  instantly  caused  a  law  to  be  enacted  by  which  the  gneva^ 
was  redressed.  , 

In  the  month  of  Dec.  1822,  a  special  commission  was  issued  for  a  third  assite  tbi 
out  the  home  circuit.  This  assize  has  been  continued  every  succeeding;  winter  ;^ 
the  numbers  liberated  on  these  occasions  are  the  best  evidence  of  the  efiects  of  tne| 
cellence  of  the  measure.  From  official  statements  it  appears,  that  nearly  one-ll 
of  the  annual  commitments  in  this  circuit  have  been  tried  at  the  third  *'^^^'  J 
commitments  for  capital  offences  alone,  in  1824,  on  this  circuit,  amounted  to  \V\ 
and  of  these,  863  were  tried  at  the  winter  assize :  these  persons  were  consequci 
saved  the  hardship  of  three  months'  imprisonment  before  trial.  On  reference  ts 
returns  for  the  last  seven  years,  it  appears  that,  with  the  exception  of  London 
Middlesex,  Uie  numbers  committed  for  trial  on  the  home  circuit,  were  in  prop<s 
to  those  committed  in  the  other  circuits  as  13,066,  to  63,280,  or  about  <>n^'°^^'; 
therefore,  the  third  assize  had  been  general  for  the  last  seven  years,  one-third  oi 
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kr  number,  or  above  20,000  persons,  wonM  on  the  other  circuits  hare  been  spar- 
the  injury  of  three  months*  imprisonment.  If  the  commitments  on  the  home 
rait  to  those  on  the  other  circuits  be  but  one  to  five,  this  small  proportion  shows 
t  the  interests  of  Justice  are  deeply  concerned  in  extending  the  benefits  of  a  third 
d!  deHrefy  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  the  case  of  persons  who  are  eventually 
fatted,  the  cruelty  of  the  existing  system  is  stril(in|;Iy  apparent ;  but  as  it  regards 
tec  sentenced  to  short  terms  of  imprisonment  only,  it  is  scarcely  less  unjust.  The 
li!  Dumber  convicted  durins  the  last  seven  years,  amounted  to  65,008.  Of  these, 
jl^y  or  very  nearly  one  huf,  were  sentenced  to  periods  of  confinement  not  ex- 
nfiog  six  months.  Many  persons  have,  therefore,  suffered  before  trial  longer  im- 
isoQinent  than  the  law  adjudged  to  them  afterwards ;  and  although  it  is  occasion- 
IvtlM  practice  of  the  bench  to  make  allowance  for  the  length  of  previous  confine- 
E8t,  in  passing  sentence,  yet  such  a  practice  allows  to  the  judge  too  much  power 
lAioe  ctses ;  while  the  law,  not  contemplating  the  anomaly,  confers  too  little  dis- 
ttJQQ  in  others.  In  every  such  case  it  reverses  the  natural  order  of  justice,  making 
^hment  to  precede  conviction." 

lo  a  circular  letter,  issued  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Bos- 

■,  in  March,  1826,  concerning  the  Prisons  in  the  District  of  Colum- 

ib,  the  same  evil  is  mentioned. 

"  Id  one  room,  in  the  Jail  in  Washington  City,"  says  the  letter,  *<  were  seven  por- 
tal;  three  women  and  four  children.  This  room  was  only  eight  feet  square.  All 
be  women  were  released  from  this  room,  at  the  Jail  Delivery,  in  Januaiy,  1826,  no 
iii&ving  been  found  against  them.  One  of  the  women  had  been  detained  in  this 
jmtfhed  place  four  months  as  a  witness." 

/'The  Jail  Delivery,  takes  place  twice  a  year,  only,  (leaving  it  possible  for  inno- 
m  persons,  on  suspicion,  to  be  confined,  in  this  wretched  place,  six  months  before 
)^-)  Of  the  forty-four  persons,  in  jail  at  one  time,  fifteen  were  discharged  in  a 
^  <i«y,  against  whom,  no  bills  were  found.  Among  the  persons  thus  discharged, 
^rc  all  the  women,  in  tbe  room  with  the  children,  one  of  whom  had  been  conmied 
K,  and  another  five  months.  Also  two  persons,  who  were  detained  four  months, 
|>witaesies  against  George  Kendall,  who  was  with  them  dischareed,  no  witness 
1^  appeared  against  him.  The  whole  term  of  confinement  of  these  fifteen  per- 
^S  wh9  were  discharged,  as  innocent,  on  this  occasion,  amounted  to  forty-two 
^*h\  or  nearly  three  months  each.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that,  (between  the  arrest 
•*  tbe  trial,)  the  I.AW  abhors  delay." 

Iq  regard  to  this  evil,  Mathew  Carey,  of  Philadelphia,  has  issued 
icircalar,  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts : 

'  No  small  portion  of  the  depravity  of  many  of  those  hardened  and  irreclaimable 

•'%-*jtri,  who  are  the  bane  and  pest  of  society,  and  live  by  prejring  on  the  public, 

*^S  there  is  reason  to  believe,  from  the  unjust  and  tedious  detention  of  persons 

•'faiOf  committed  for  trivial  oflfences— offences  in  many  cases  implying  a  very 

'  >^'  Ctt^et  of  immorality ;  for  instance,  petty  broils  and  riots,  after  which  it  some- 

^  '*  Hippens,  that  the  aggrieved  party  is  incarcerated  on  the  false  oath  of  the  ag- 

n  •v.r.  'fhi,  detention  is  cruel  and  oppressive,  as  regards  the  sufferers,  and  pemi- 

'  V  » re|ard«  society ;  as  the  former,  many  of  whom  enter  these  abodes  of  wretch- 

j^  uid  wickedness,  comparatively  innocent,  or  slightly  tainted  with  vice  or 

"■^r,  often  become  completely  corrupt  and  abandoned  by  contaminating  intercourse 

'  ^  «d«ptsin  villainy,  and  are  tlius  prepared  for  following  the  footsteps  of  their  mas- 

•Vn  ioiquity. 

^^  kXiamiu^  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  committed  for  trial  in  the  Bride- 
''^  PmoQ  of  New  York,  on  accusations  for  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  extracted 
;  "^  Mr  Liringston's  celebrated  work  on  prison  dbdoline— also  of  the  numbers  ac- 
*''H  eoodemncd,  and  discharged  without  trial,  will  satbfactority  demonstrate  the 
2*^*y  of  the  evil  here  presented  to  the  public  view.  Who  can  think  without 
^  and  bdignation  of  the  incarceration  of  above  six  thousand  persons  in  four 
^'^  some  pereaps  for  months,  against  whom  at  the  time  appointed  for  trial,  tCere 
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Of  about  one  hundred  and  diirty  ordered  for  trial,  at  a  late  court  of  <iaarter 
in  Philadelphia,  there  were  about  seventy  or  eighty  against  whom  no  bills  had  be 
found,  many  of  whom  were  apparently  without  offence,  and  were  of  course  dischar^^ 
ed,  but  with  tarnished  characters,  and  probably  with  minds  corrupted  during  thei 
sojourn  in  Prison. 

With  a  view  to  investigate  this  subject,  and  bring  it  fairly  before  the  public,  I  rcj 
quest  you  will  be  so  good,  if  in  your  power,  as  to  furnish  me  with  answers  to  th< 
following  queries : — 

1.  What  number  of  persons  have  been  committed  to  jail  for  trial  in  your  place  q 
residence,  or  any  jail  in  your  neighborhood,  within  Uie  last  two  years,  and  wh^ 
number  of  them  have  been  dismissed  without  presentation  of  bills  of  indictment  n 
the  grand  jury  ? 

2.  What  number  have  been  dismissed  in  consequence  of  the  bills  against  then 
having  been  ignored  by  the  grand  jury  ?     What  number  have  been  convicted  ? 

8.  How  long  have  any  of  them  been  detained  previous  to  trial  or  dismissal  ? 

4.  How  many  persons  have  b^n  detained  as  witnesses  ?  And  how  long  hav^ 
they  been  thus  detained  ? 

6.  Have  you  any  court  for  the  summary  trial  of  misdemeanors  ?  If  so,  what  ii 
its  constitution  ? 

It  is  intended,  on  the  replies  to  these  queries,  to  predicate  a  plan  for  remedying 
this  crying  evil/' 

What  is  done  in  foreign  coontries,  in  this  department  o^ 
benevolent  exertion  ? 

The  London  Society  has  been  in  operation  seven  years.  Its  Seycntlj 
Report  is  a  volume  of  five  hundred  and  forty  pages.  It  directs  it^ 
attention  principally  to  the  Prisons  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  their  Sevenllj 
Report  contains  a  survey  of  Prisons,  in  all  countries,  from  which  inforj 
mation  could  be  obtained.  In  the  appendix,  two  hundred  and  fift^ 
closely  printed  pages  are  occupied  concerning  the  Prisons  in  Englandj 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  and  one  hundred  pages  concerning  Prisons  iti 
Holland,  France,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Flanders,  Germany,  America] 
the  West  Indies,  and  New  South  Wales.  It  contains  twenty  fouj 
pages  of  extracts  from  the  First  Report  of  the  Boston  Society  ;  beside^ 
several  pages,  noticing  the  same,  in  the  body  of  the  Report.  The  exi 
penses  of  the  Society  last  year  to  sustain  its  extended  operations,  were 
$11,959,  which  exceeded  its  receipts  $4,120, 

In  Scotland,  no  benevolent  association  has  beea  formed ;  though 
one  has  been  contemplated  at  Edinburg,  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing 
information  on  prison  discipline  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdomJ 
Tliis  is  greatly  needed  ;  for  there  is  no  part  of  the  country,  in  which 
the  Prisons,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  London  Reports,  have 
**  fallen  into  such  a  lamentable  state  of  disorder/'  *'  With  the  except 
tion  of  the  larger  gaols  at  Edinburg,  Glasgow,  Perth,  and  a  few  othe^ 
places,  the  construction  of  the  Prisons  is  of  the  worst  description/^ 
In  consequence  of  this,  during  the  session  of  Parliament  in  1826,  a 
select  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  th^ 
Prisons  in  Scotland  ;  the  result  of  which  was  a  return  of  the  actual  coa^ 
dition  of  every  gaol,  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  From  these  returns 
valuable  documents  have  been  published,  by  the  government,  and  theq 
republished  in  the  appendix  to  the  London  Society's  Report. 

In  Ireland  there  is  an  association  at  Dublin  for  the  improvement  oi 
Prisons  and  prison  discipline.  Their  Reports  are  spoken  of  as  high!) 
interesting,  and  as  having  contributed  to  the  spread  of  valuable  infor^ 
mation  and  sound  principles.  During  the  last  year,  an  act  has  been 
passed,  *'  for  consolidating  and  amending  the  laws  relating  to  Prisons 
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m  IrelandL"  According  to  this  law,  the  grand  jury  are  to  appoint 
persons  to  visit  the  Prisons  and  make  reports  of  their  condition.  Two 
inspectors-general  also  have  been  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  visit 
UDuallj  every  Prison  in  Ireland,  and  make  report  to  parliament  of  its 
UQdition. 

Every  Prison  is  to  consist  of  two  parts,  one  for  males  and  one  for 
hszks.  In  every  Prison,  effectual  means  are  to  be  adopted,  for  secu- 
lity,  classification,  health,  inspection,  employment,  and  religious  and 
Boral  instruction.  A  separate  cell,  if  possible,  is  to  be  provided  for 
ererj  prisoner.  Proper  rooms  are  to  be  fitted  up  for  labor.  A  chapel 
i!  to  t:«  provided  in  every  Prison,  with  separate  divisions  for  males  and 
^es.  County  Prisons,  destitute  of  proper  accommodation,  are  to 
be  discontinued.  All  defective  Prisons,  of  local  jurisdiction,  are  to  be 
ibojisbed.  No  prisoner,  before  his  conviction,  either  with  or  without 
i^  consent,  is  to  be  employed  on  the  tread-mill.  Female  prisoners  are 
10  be  attended  in  all  cases  by  female  officers.  Chaplains  are  to  be 
ippointed  to  every  Prison.  Prisoners,  when  discharged,  are  to  be 
scj^lied  with  the  means  of  returning  to  their  families.  All  prison  fees 
ve  to  be  abolished.  In  eleven  counties,  new  goals  have  been  built,  or 
2re  la  progress ;  in  eight  others  extensive  additions  have  been  made, 
(rood  effects  hare  already  resulted  from  the  establishment  of  schools  in 
fnsoas^  and  these  have  been  rendered  more  useful  by  the  attention  of 
•sdies'  committees.  The  inspectors-general  say,  that  "  nothing  could 
i«  more  gratifying  to  us,  on  our  late  tour,  than  to  witness  the  ladies  of 
I^Qg  rank  and  influence,  entering  into  every  detail  connected  with 
t&8  regolation  of  the  female  class,  and  affording  a  considerable  part  of 
^ir  time  to  personal  superintendence." 

It  is  evident  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  something  effectual 
^  been  attempted  in  Ireland  for  the  improvement  of  Prisons. 

In  the  West  Indies,  it  appears  fi'om  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 

\  Miners  appointed  by  the  British  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 

:  cnj  and  criminal  justice,  in  those  Islands,  that  the  Prisons  are  in 

'  miserable  disorder.     The  London  Report  contains  much  valuable  in- 

^^ution  concerning  the  Prisons  at  Barbadoes,  Tobago,  Grenada,  St. 

J^ioeent,  Dominico,  Antigua,  Montserat,  Nevis,  St.  Christopher's  and 

i'xtola.    The  description  of  the  Prisons  at  Grenada,  must  suffice  as 

^  ^ecimen  of  the  whole,  differing  not  essentially  from  the  rest. 

''At  Grenada*  the  places  of  confinement  are  one  gaol  and  three  cages  in  the 
"•s&i  There  is  also  a  cage  at  Carriacou,  one  of  its  dependencies.  There  is  no 
^  of  correction.  The  persons  confined  in  the  gaol  are  debtors,  criminals,  delin- 
^^u  under  the  militia  act,  and  slaves  taken  in  execution.  There  is  no  separation 
^teea  debtors,  criminals,  and  slaves.  There  is  no  division  of  men  and  women, 
^t  even  a  separate  apartment.  The  accused  and  the  convicted  are  kept  together, 
'^  treated  in  like  manner.  One  pound  of  bread  only  per  diem  is  allowed,  indis- 
^^^aate]y,  to  aD  persons,  whether  criminals  or  debtors.  The  eaol  is  not  visited  by 
^J  lugistrates.  There  are  no  separate  apartments  for  the  sick.  Escapes  are  fre- 
'^^  ejected.  Slaves  are  sent  to  the  cage  for  every  species  of  misdemeanor, 
^:albre«ifinemeDt  only,  and  at  other  times  to  receive  corporal  punishment :  there 
^ '"«  employmeot  for  them,  neither  is  there  any  yard  in  which  they  can  have  the 
"^^  ot  air  and  exercise." 

Tims  it  appears  that  there  is  a  wide  field  for  improvement  in  the 
^Mt  Indies. 

In  France,  the  Royal  Society  of  Paris,  for  the  amelioration  of 
Pnsons,  bare  been  actively  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  its  objects. 
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Improvements  have  been   made  in  the  constraction  of  «ixty  foi^ 

Prisons.     New  Prisons  are  to  be  built  in  three  departments.    In  tn 

smaller  gaols,  amounting  to  276,  great  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 

condition.     In  the  central  department,  improvements  have  been  mm^ 

by  appropriating  Prisons  exclusively  for  females. 

"  The  Society  *  de  la  Morale  Chr6tienn6/  at  Paru,  has  continued,  to  difiuse, 
says  the  London  Report,  *'  with  unwearied  benevolence,  much  useful  infonDatiof 
on  the  state  of  the  Prisons  of  that  capital.  Of  the  Prison  of  la  Force,  at  Paris,) 
Appert,  the  editor  of  the  Prison  Journal,  states,  that  it  is  difficult  to  convey  an  id 
of  the  wretched  spectacle  which  this  place  exhibits.  '  His  heart,'  he  adds,  'sun 
at  finding  himself  surrounded  by  upwards  of  a  hundred  men,  whose  wan  complexioQ| 
ferocious  looks,  and  rag^^cd  garments,  displaced  the  most  horrible  and  dcgradid 
condition  of  the  human  species.  These  objects  of  wretchedness,  however,  ej 
pressed  their  gratitude  at  his  visiting  them ;  and  when  they  understood  his  wmm 
their  looks  softened  with  the  hopes  of  an  improvement  in  their  welfare.*  M-  Appc 
adds,  that  if  those  to  whom  the  supreme  management  of  the  Prisons  is  intnute^ 
would  but  occasionally  visit  them,  without  being  previously  announced,  what  bencfl 
might  they  not  confer  on  the  unhappy  prisoners,  and  on  society  at  large,  into  U| 
midst  of  which  they  are  hereafter  to  be  received !  The  rooms  In  the  new  bmlditM 
of  this  Prison  are  not  suliicienily  ventUated  to  render  them  healthy.  Oneofffl 
wards  contains  forty  beds,  which  are  occupied  by  eighty  men.  This  PJ*^*  'V 
foul,  that  the  turnkeys  will  not  enter,  and  a  candle  cannot  bum  m  it  Inthis  abod 
and  in  this  most  corrupt  atmosphere,  these  unhappy  beings  indulge  in  a  degree  \ 
infamy  too  shocking  for  description." 

From  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  one  of  the  committee  of  W 
London  Society,  who  returned  from  the  continent,  a  short  time  ana 
brought  much  valuable  information  concerning  Prisons.  In  tl 
Maison  Centrale,  at  Limoges,  600  men,  and  300  women  were  latel 
confined.  There  was  no  moral  and  religious  instruction.  In  tl 
absence  of  proper  separation  and  inspection,  employment  was  the  on| 
good  feature  in  the  management  of  this  Jail.  The  Prison  at  Aj 
containing  1000  men,  was  in  a  similar  situation.  At  Toulon  tn^ 
were  employed  4600  convicts  (galley  slaves)  in  the  arsenal ;  haJf 
them  for  life.  Criminals  of  all  descriptions  were  mixed  together.  M 
bastinado  was  the  common  discipline,  and  inflicted  for  small  o»^'J?: 
No  instruction  was  provided.  The  Prison  of  the  Forecats,  at  Vw 
Franca,  (Sardinia)  is  described  as  filthy  and  wretched  in  the  ^*^^fj 
Three  hundred  and  sixty  men  were  confined  in  one  large  room.  a"J 
were  chained  down  by  the  legs  at  night  so  closely,  as  nearly  to  tow 
each  other.     At  Turin  the  state  of  the  men's  Prison  was  deplorable. 

The  New  Prison  at  Geneva  was  occupied  during  the  year  182"»  ^ 
is  more  approved  for  its  construction  by  the  London  Society,  than  ar 
other  Prison  on  the  continent ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  preseo 
suitable  model,  in  management  as  well  as  construction,  to  other  |W 
of  the  continent.  , 

In  Switzerland  the  penal  code  needs  reform.     In  proof  of  this 
London  Society  gives  the  following  instance  of  torture: 
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There  was.  lately,  in  the  Prison  of  Fribourg,  a  robber,  who,  by  the  a«*°"^| 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities,  underwent  three  several  times  the  pu  ' 
ment  of  torture.  Tlie  instrument,  quite  new  in  appearance,  consisted  of  a  win 
which  turned  a  rope  that  passed  through  a  staple  in  the  ceiling,  and  terrain" 
two  nooses :  from  these,  the  criminal  was  hung  by  the  wrists  three  ^^^^"^  f'*-^**, 
five  minutes  each  time.  On  the  first  occasion  he  was  simply  suspended ;  on  ^ 
second  a  weight  of  twenty-five  pounds,  and  on  the  third  one  of  fifty  l^"2J^V 
attached  to  his  feet ;  after  which,  as  he  would  not  confess  the  crime  wilh  wt»c^ 
was  charged,  he  was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment  in  a  ^**"'';/''^°^f^"LQn€ 
committee  learn  that  the  unfortunate  person  afterwards  "  confessed,"  in  the  n  i* 
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•  oidgatno  of  Mb  puniahmeat — that  b»  of  being  executed — but  that  the  wotence 
cao&ot  now  be  reversed ;  and  he  is  consequently  doomed  to  perpetual  imprisonment* 
and  $i]bjected  to  privations  well  calculated  to  produce  despair.  The  practice  of  tor- 
fjiv  k»  been  so  lone  considered  as  one  of  the  most  striking  marks  of  moral  and  po- 
EduI  def:ndation — is  in  itself  so  inhuman — ^in  its  consequences  so  impolitic — and 
k<  been  so  long  abolished  by  every  civilized  state — that  the  committee  cannot  bring 
tfloselres  to  believe  that  the  free  and  enlightened  Swiss  can  of  late  years  have 
pTCo  to  it  dieir  serious  attention.  They  are  mclined  to  think  that  the  existence  of 
(k practice  in  Switzerland,  is  one  of  the  most  striking  proofs  that  was  ever  exhibited 
i  iat  dcipotic  power  of  habit ;  of  the  blind  adherence  of  man  to  Uie  practice  of  iu» 
Otters,  and  of  his  clinsing  to  their  example  long  after  the  injustice  and  impolicy 
i  this  attachment  have  ^een  clearly  unfolded  and  universally  acknowledged.  To 
•bterer  causes,  however,  the  application  of  torture  in  Switzerland  is  to  be  attribu* 
fe^.  k  is  impossible  that  it  can  be  retained,  or  &il  eventually  to  degrade  the  charac- 
krof  that  interesting  country.  A  manly  and  open  system  of  criminal  jurisprudence 
Hiffaded  upon  truth  and  equity,  and  requires  nothing  to  be  hidden,  nor  any  attempt 
^  eo&real.  But  torture  is  applied  under  a  veil  of  secrecy,  and  its  employment  i» 
ttcfKirily  connected  with  evils  which,  sooner  or  later,  will  manifest  themselves  in 
ifndual  weaning  of  the  affections  of  the  people  from  the  government,  in  a  growing 
IwtiifiMlion  wiu  all  public  measures,  and  in  otherwise  impairing  the  welfare  and 
Wpmesi  of  the  community.  The  committee  are  not  without  hope  that  these  ob- 
RmtioBs  may  obtain  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Swiss  government,  and  thai 
tosare*  may  soon  be  taken  to  repeal  laws  which  not  only  reflect  disgrace  upon  its 
sRiaidaDs,  but  can  never  be  contemplated  without  exciting  the  indignation  or  every 
^iiadof  justice  and  humanity.*" 

The  Netherlands'  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Prisons  has  held 
<*o  general  meetings.  Correspondingr  committees  have  been  formed 
Jiail  the  principal  towns.  The  diet,  exercise,  and  instruction  of 
pmsn  have  received  increased  attention.  Several  schools  have 
^  established  by  the  government  in  Prisons,  and  a  separate  Prison 
itrjaTenile  delinquents  has  been  established  at  Rotterdam,  where 
J%th,ofthis  description,  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  receive  proper 
treatment  Associations  have  been  formed  at  Leeds  and  Dusseldorf, 
^promote  the  improvement  of  Prisons. 

to  Geraiany  a  dbposition  prevails  in  the  government  to  assist  the 
^^oQ  of  individuals  in  this  cause.  Dr.  Julius  of  Hamburg,  has 
^  indefatigable  in  giving  publicity  to  valuable  information  on  the 
iS'^jeet  of  prison  discipline. 

b  the  Prussian  dominions  a  Society  has  been  formed  for  the  refor- 
^D  of  criminals.  It  is  composed  of  several  noblemen  and  distln- 
fasbed  characters.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at 
^lin  about  two  years  since.  Dr.  Julius  was  invited  from  Hamburg 
^tueod  the  meeting,  and  afterwards  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures 
^priaon  discipline. 

&  E.  D.  Friedlander  of  Kcenigsburg,  after  visiting  England,  re- 
^^  home  and  delivered  a  dissertation  on  prison  discipline  before 
^  ilbertine  Academy  of  Sciences,  which  was  afterwards  published. 
^  bs  since  sacceeded  in  establishing  a  House  of  Refuge  for  juve- 
B^  delinquents. 

*^  'wtiMB  «r  tha  infliction  of  torture  in  WoBtphatia  bat  reoMtly  been  mede  known  to  the  Com- 
*^'"-  Tloi  eceaned  at  Mindeo.  The  object  of  Tengeenee  wai  not  a  capital  offender,  but  a  peraon 
*^  f»«  Timriwuium  motives,  peculiar  to  the  religiooa  body  of  which  he  was  a  member,  had  refo- 
'•  *  tun  it  the  militia.  He  was  placed  in  a  cell,  the  floor  and  sides  of  which  were  closely,  studded 
*^^  W^^ng  '^hM,  or  pieces  of  sharpened  iron  reseroblinf  the  blades  of  knives.  The  individual 
^^**»A  m  IMS  state  for  twenty-4bar  hoars,  and  the  punishment  was  repeated  st  three  distinct  intor- 
^  h  ii  coosideied  a  rare  occurrence  for  a  person  to  survive  the  second  infliction  of  this  species 
<«^rwhf.  In  thb  inatance,  however,  the  saflbrer  did  not  fall  a  sacrifice.  His  property  was  coofisca- 
M;  b«  ktt  been  sioce  raatored,  in  consequeoee  of  represeotatioof  wbieh  have  bees  made  ftom  thia 
•vi^telkeyraper      
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At  Petersburg  there  is  a  Prison  Society,  on  which  the  Emperor  o 
Russia  has  conferred  his  approbation  and  patronage.  Mr.  Venning 
accompanied  him  in  a  recent  visit  to  the  Prison  de  Litofisky,  wbei 
the  Emperor  discharged  certain  aged  debtors  and  juvenile  delinquent 
who  were  pointed  out  to  him. 

Thus  we  have  seen,  in  a  brief  abstract,  from  much  more  extender 
information,  contained  in  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Society 
what  is  done  in  foreign  countries  in  this  department  of  benevoleD 
exertion. 

What  valuable  documents  on  prison  discipline  have  bee! 
ruBLisuED  IN  America,  during  the  last  year? 

Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
on  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  with  a  bill :  printed  by  order  o 
the  Legislature ;  pages  35. 

Report  of  the  Directors  and  Warden  of  the  Connecticut  Stat< 
Prison,  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  May  Session,  1828 :  print 
ed  by  order  of  the  Legislature  ;  pages  20. 

Annual  Report  of  Uie  Inspectors  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison  to  th< 
Legislature  of  New  York^  Jan.  5^  1828  :  printed  by  order  of  the  Le 
gislature ;  pages  51. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  relative  to  the  erection  of  the  nev 
State  Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  Nev 
York,  Jan.  5,  1828 ;  pages  10. 

Report  of  Gersuom  Powers,  agent  and  keeper  of  the  State  Prisoi 
at  Auburn,  made  to  the  Legislature,  Jan.  7^  1828 :  published  by  orde 
of  the  Legislature  ;  pages  126. 

Observations  on  penitentiary  discipline  addressed  to  William  Ros 
coE,  Esq.  of  Liverpool^  England,  by  S.  A. :  published  in  New  York 
pages  87. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Refor 
mation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York  :  published  b; 
order  of  the  Society ;  pages  64. 

Introductory  Report  to  the  code  of  prison  discipline  explanatory  o 
the  principles  on  which  the  code  is  founded ;  being  part  of  the  sjsten 
of  penal  law  prepared  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  by  Edward  Livlngs 
TON  :  published  in  Philadelphia ;  pages  78. 

Observations  and  Reflections  on  the  design  and  effects  of  punish 
ment,  by  John  Sergeant,  Esq.  and  Col.  Samuel  Miller,  of  U.  S 
Marines,  in  letters  addressed  to  Roberts  Vaux  :  read  at  a  meetiag  o 
the  Prison  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  writer 
published  by  its  order  ;  pages  10. 

Letter,  Report,  and  Documents  on  the  penal  code,  from  the  Presi 
dent  and  Commissioners  appointed  to  superintend  the  erection  of  tbi 
Eastern  Penitentiary,  adapted  and  modelled  to  the  system  of  solitarj 
confinement:  read  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  Jan.  8,  1828 
pages  51. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  oi 
the  penal  code,  with  the  accompanying  documents :  read  in  Senate 
Jan.  4,  1828 ;  pages  192. 
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What  fctnds  hate  been  collected,  and  how  hate  thbt  been 

APPROPRIATED  B7  THE  PrISON  DISCIPLINE  SoCIBTY  ? 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  acknowledged  in  the  Treasurer's 
Report,  is  $2,444  08.  Of  this  sum,  $603  were  from  annual  sub- 
scribers ;  $700  from  life  members ;  $1,092  from  donors.  The  sources, 
fbeoce  this  money  was  principally  received,  were  as  follows :  from 
Boston  and  the  vicinity,  $1,313;  from  New  York  City  and  State, 
1892;  from  New  Jersey,  $155. 

The  manner  in  which  the  monies  thus  collected  have  been  princi- 
jnlij  distributed,  is  as  follows  :  to  the  Treasurer,  for  the  balance  of  his 
tccount  last  year,  $201 ;  to  the  Secretary,  $854 ;  to  the  chaplain  at 
Auburn,  $527 ;  to  the  chaplain  at  Sing  Sing,  $170 ;  for  religious  ser- 
rices  at  lAmberton,  N.  J.  $125;  paper  and  printing,  $482.  For  a 
more  particular  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  see  the  Trea- 
arer's  account. 

Fiom  a  review  of  this  Report,  it  is  obvious,  what  has  been  done  to 
preveot  evil  communication ;  and  what  has  been  done  to  provide  for 
ud  communicate  proper  instruction ;  what  has  been  done  to  diminish 
^  pablic  expenses  of  Prisons ;  and  what  other  good  effects  have  re* 
^ted  from  the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially 
introduced;  what  important  Prisons  in  this  country  remain  unim- 
prored ;  what  is  the  history  of  the  troubles  in  the  Prison  at  Charles- 
towQ  during  the  last  winter,  and  what  are  the  future  prospects  of  the 
oev  Prison  in  Philadelphia ;  what  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe 
concerning  prison  dbcipline  in  America ;  what  are  the  great  points  of 
^&renc^  and  coincidence  in  Europe  and  America  in  regard  to  prison 
iliKipline,  and  what  is  done  in  foreign  countries  in  this  department  of 
WT(^eDt  exertion  ;  what  valuable  documents  have  been  published  in 
America  during  the  last  year ;  and  what  funds  have  been  collected, 
lod  iiow  they  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

Whether  the  good  effected  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  is  equiv- 
^eot  to  the  expenditure  of  time  and  money  required  for  its  support, 
^  whether  the  operations  of  the  Society  shall  be  sustained  and 
ealarged,  are  the  questions,  now  submitted  to  the  public. 

In  answering  these  questions,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  prevent- 
at^of  BO  much  evil  communication,  is  an  object,  alone,  of  great  magni- 
^  and  importance.  If  the  number  of  convicts  be  10,000,  who  are 
^ostaody  in  Prison,  in  the  United  States,  (and  this  is  not  an  improba* 
^  supposition,)  the  system  of  measures  which  aims  to  prevent  among 
^01,  quarrelling,  profane  swearing,  gambling,  Sabbath  breaking,  un- 
^^iness,  revelling,  drunkenness,  and  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of 
'^Qterfeiters,  pickpockets,  thieves,  highway  robbers,  and  incendiaries, 
*^is  alone  is  an  object  on  which  ^ood  men,  and  holy  angels,  and  a 
^T  God,  must  look  with  approbation,  and  esteem  the  little  sacrifices 
^ch  have  been  made,  of  time  and  money  ibr  its  accomplishment,  as 
*«  than  nothing. 

Again,  the  bringing  of  this  most  corrupt  mass  of  society,  not  only 
lu^der  restraint,  so  as  to  prevent  evil  communication,  but  into  circum* 
***«5«a  in  which  good  instruction  may  be  communicated,  with  rational 
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expectations  of  permanent  benefit,  is  an  object  of  still  greater  import- 
ance. Teaching  vagrants  a  useful  trade,  by  which  they  may  obtain  an 
honest  livelihood  ;  teaching  the  most  ignorant  and  the  most  degraded 
of  the  human  family,  in  a  short  time,  to  read  the  word  of  God ;  teaching 
the  inmates  of  Prisons,  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  in  the  still  and  solemn 
and  interested  assembly,  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  by  preachiDg  to 
them  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,  and  thus  fulfilling  the  last 
command  of  the  Saviour,  *'  Go  preach  my  Gospel  to  every  creature," 
this  is  an  object  which  the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will 
cherish. 

If  this,  too,  can  be  done  without  unreasonable  expense ;  if  there  is 
a  system  by  which  that  part  of  the  human  family,  which  is  fouod  in 
Prisons,  can  be  made  to  furnish  itself,  not  only  with  food  and  clothing, 
and  care  and  keepinff,  but  with  instruction,  and  this  has  been  already 
done,  then  the  experiments,  which  are  made  on  man  in  well  regulated 
Prisons,  may  be  useful  not  only  in  showing  what  other  Prisons  should 
be,  but  what  wholesome  regidations,  and  useful  principles,  may  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  poor  and  ignorant  and  vicious  at  large.  And 
in  this  view  of  the  subject,  avarice  and  malignity  themselves  might  be 
expected  to  behave  better  than  usual,  when  looking  at  the  operations  of 
a  Society,  which  keeps  steadily  in  view,  as  one  object,  to  show  by 
actual  experiment  how  Prisons  can  be  made  to  support  themselves. 

Besides,  when  it  is  seen  what  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from 
the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduc- 
ed. When  this  is  seen  by  contrasting  Newgate  with  the  new  Prison 
at  Wethersfield ;  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  with  the  old 
Prison  in  New  York  City ;  and  the  condition  of  youth  and  children  in 
the  old  Penitentiaries,  with  their  condition  in  the  Houses  of  Refuge  in 
New  York  and  Boston, — we  might  perhaps  be  indulged  by  infidelity 
itself  with  the  privilege  of  feeling  grateful  to  an  indulgent  and  merci- 
ful God.  That  there  is  something  in  our  hearts,  which  we  hare  taken 
for  such  feeling,  is  certain  ;  whether  it  is  sincere  and  weU  founded, 
our  enemies  being  judges,  we  cannot  tell.  But  whether  we  are  grate* 
ful  or  not,  for  what  Providence  has  already  accomplished,  in  this  de- 
partment of  human  affairs,  (and  surely  we  are  without  excuse  if  ^^ 
are  not  grateful,)  we  only  ask  for  a  continuance  and  increase  of  the 
same  merciful  interpositions  and  cheering  approbation  of  an  indulgent 
Providence. 

With  this  we  could  plunge  into  the  deepest  moral  degradation 
which  is  found  in  Prisons ;  we  could  spend  years  in  the  Prisons  at 
Charlestown  and  on  Walnut  street  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  more  foul 
and  loathsome  Jails  of  Washington  city  and  New  Orleans,  with  the 
hope  of  witnessing  a  change,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  like  that  from 
Newgate,  to  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield.  Nay  more,  we  could  be 
present  for  months,  at  an  investigation  like  that  which  took  pl&ce 
before  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  last  winter,  con- 
cerning the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  and  feel  at  the  close,  (if  such  erils 
were  disclosed,)  that  no  labor  i  *  in  vain  which  has  a  tendency  to  turn 
the  public  attention  to  the  importance  of  thorough  investigation  con- 
cerning the  condition '  and  management  of  Prisons.  To  search  out 
the  evils  of  old  systems,  as  in  this  case  ;  to  present  them  to  the  public 
mind  ;  to  attempt  to  remove  them  and  prevent  their  recurrence  ,*  is  an 
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object  worthy  of  unceasing  vigilance  and  labor.  Carefully  to  examine 
new  systems,  by  comparing  them  with  the  results  of  experience,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  their  introduction  if  they  are  wrong,  as  in  the 
oew  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  which  as  it  appears  to  us,  was  in  its  ori- 
ginal design  the  system  of  the  Bastile,  as  it  has  been  declared  to.be  by 
L.  Fatette,  this,  also,  is  an  object  worth  living  for.  To  prevent 
oisspprehension  among  those  who  are  laboring  in  this  cause  of  humani- 
ty and  benevolence,  and  when  such  misapprehension  relates  merely  t6 
Bitters  of  fact,  concerning  which  there  would  be  ,no  room  for  contro- 
versy if  the  facts  were  known,  this  too  is  an  object  of  importance ;  be- 
cause sncb  misapprehension  may  greatly  retard  the  work  of  reform  in 
the  world  at  large.  To  compare  the  systems  of  different  countries,  and 
ascertain  in  what  particulars  the  Prisons  of  one  country  are  superior  to 
tliose  of  another,  and  thus  to  furnish  examples  for  imitation  ;  to  ascer- 
tiJD  wherein  there  is  a  perfect  coincidence  of  opinion,  and  thus  to 
lengthen  the  purposes  of  reform ;  this  also  is  highly  useful,  l^o  see 
that  a  noble  example  is  given  in  England,  in  regard  to  this  as  well  as 
all  the  other  great  objects  of  benevolence,  and  how  this  example  is  ex- 
tetkding  its  influence  over  the  earth,  and  to  feel  that  we  have  many 
friends,  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
Itboring  without  weariness,  in  extending  the  principles  of  truth,  and 
psike,  and  mercy,  to  the  inmates  of  Piisons,  this  is  our  high  privilege. 
To  see  how  many  good  minds,  and  State  Governments,  and  benevolent 
a^ociations,  are  already  engaged  in  promoting  this  cause,  by  collecting 
nifi)rmatk>n  and  publishing  valuable  documents,  which  shall  be  the 
^is  of  practical  conclusions,  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  future  na- 
tions and  ages,  this,  too,  is  our  privilege  and  encouragement.  And  to 
^  that  this  operation  is  carried  forward  by  a  trifling  expenditure,  not 
^f^,  so  far  as  this  Society  is  concerned^  to  the  expenses  of  many 
single  families,  this  is  our  gratification,  and  this,  with  our  confidence 
13  God,  is  the  foundation  of  our  hope,  that  it  will  be  sustained  and 
?catJy  extended.  *' Blessed,"  said  Lord  Coke,  "is  the  man  thai 
^tth  the  first  stone  of  this  building — more  blessed  thai  proceeds  in 
't—most  of  all  thai  fnisheth  it — to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  honor  of 
•ar  nation.'*  "  Blessed,"  said  a  greater  than  Lord  Coke,  "  is  he 
TiUT  considereth  the  poor." 
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Nevins,  Rnfus  L. 
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AVverk. 
Crane,  D.  D. 
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Amoont  ofsubscriptiooe 
and  donitions,  ....  $9409  2S 

Cash  recM  for  Reports,  .        6  19 

Cash  collected  at  the  an- 
nual meeting,  39  63 

ToTAi,, 19444  08 


The  following  sums,  which 
were  received  during  the  year,  in 
consequence  of  an  error  in  the  re- 
turns to  the  Treasurer,  are  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  the  next 


year. 

.AjndeverfMaet, 

Woods,  Leonard 

•30 

Boetan. 

Cordis,  Thomas 

10 

Jackson,  Charles 

10 

Homer,  G.  J. 

10 

MarTin,T.R. 

30 

Psirce.  William 
Gash  for  Reporu, 

9 

5 

Sf^B  Vft^vVBV  Jwv 

Eastman,  J.  W. 

10 

Acwewyjwrt. 

Dimmiek,  L.  F. 

9 

PartUndf  Ma. 
Lincoln,  Royal 

MhaMy,  A-.  T. 
Bleecker,  Harmanns 


9 

4 


SUBJECTS  OP  INQUlRt  CONCERNING  PRISONS, 


1.  Situation,  Is  it  ne^r  ^  jipY^  ny^  QT.  otbec  buildings  ?  What  is  the  hei^ 
length,  aic.  of  the  vnlif  What  1^  the  expense/ design,  number,  of  the  priM 
buildings ;  and  when  were  they  erected  ? 

2.  Interior  of  the  Yard.  Is  it  dry,  paved,  watered  and  drained  ?  are  the  wa] 
whitewashed  ?  privies  and  drains  cleansed  ? 

3.  Jkiy  Rooms,  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting,  warmly 
cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ?    ^  -    - 

4.  JV%U  Cells,  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting,  wvmi^ 
cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

6.  Hospital,  What  is  the  salary  and  duty  of  the  physician,  and  how  is  I 
supplied  with  medicine  ?  What  is  the  character  and  compensation  of  the  nun^ 
Yf\^  is  the  number  of  dea(hsi  ind.  of  what  disease^? 

'  6.  Ojfieets*'  Inspectors'J-thelt-  dumber,  duty,  mode  t)f  appointmmt,  and  col 
pensation?  Keeper — ^his  name,  residence,  former  occupation,  character,  dutij 
compensation,  time  of  holding  his  office?    Turnkeys — their  number,  duty,  salarj 

7.  Prisoners,  Their  number,  age,  colour,  sex,  nativity,  crime,  sentence,  & 
quency  -of  conviction  ? 

8.  Admission  of  Prisoners^  As, to  yleanlinys,  clothing,  fees  and  garnish? 

9.  Jidmissiofi  of  Prisonet^s  Friends,  Who  are  admitted,  at  what  houn,  « 
under  what  circumstances  ? 

10.  Admission  of  Visiters,  On  what  condition,  and  by  whom  attended  i 

11.  Moral  Treatment.  Classification,  instruction,  and  employment.' 

12.  Punishments.    By  solitaiy  q^ofiiimnent,  chains,  stripes,  or  all  of  them .' 
18.  Beligious  bistrueticn.     Of  the  chapel — its  size  and  regulations?  Of^ 

chaplain — bis  character,  residence,  duties  and  compensation  ?  Of  the  bible-'Dumw 
mode  of  distribution ;  effects,  whether  good  or  bad ;  perused  or  neglected ;  p 
served  or  destroyed  ? 

14.  Exercise,  When,  where,  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

16.  Food.  Its  quantity,  quality,  mode  and  time  of  distribution  ? 

16.  Clothing,  How  much,  by  whom  supplied,  how  often  changed  and  cleasM 

17.  CleanUness.  Is  it  daily  ?  are  soap  and  towels  furnished  ?  Can  the  prison  drj 
be  washed  ?  How  often  do  they  shave  and  cut  theu*  hair  ?  Is  there  a  bam,  aod  w 
often  is  it  used  ? 

18.  Discharge  of  the  Prisoners.  At  what  time  in  the  day  ?  With  what  rod 
of  providing  for  themselves  ?    With  clothing  or  money  ? 

19.  Vices  of  Prisoners.  What  are  they  ?  Any  drunkenness,  gambling,  pr«jj 
swearing,  fighting,  combinations  against  society,  insurrections,  false  key«,  weap^ 
of  death  ?  Any  rum,  cards,  instruments  of  mischief,  newspapers,  plates  to  m 
countetfeit  bills,  or  dies  and  presses  to  alter  them  ?  Any  counterfeit  coin  sod  idouh 
Any  good  or  bad  money  ?  Any  cases  of  punishment  for  unnatural  crime  ?  Hi 
are  these  tMiig*  doit€  without  dlieovery  ?  How  are  prohH^ted  articles  obtaiot 
Where  are  they  concealed  ?    What  is  the  effect  of  the  system  on  the  character- 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


Tsx  Prison  Disci|>line  Society  held  their  public  annual  meeting  on  Thum- 
day,  May  28,  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  Federal  Street,  Boston. 

The  Hon.  GEORGE  BLISS, 

Prendent  of  the  Society,  took  thd  chair,  supported  by  Jonif  Tappait,  Esq. 
one  of  the  Vice  Presidents.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gree^v.  of  Boston,  prayed. 
Extracts  from  the  Report  were  read  ^  the  Secretary,  the  Rev.  Louis 
DwioHT.  .  Addresses  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  of  Randolph, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Malcom,  of  Boston,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Haverhill,  the 
Hon.  W.  B.  Bakister,  of  Ne wburyport,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis,  Chap- 
lain of  the  state  prison  at  Charlestown.    The  following  Resolutions  were 

offered  and  seconded : — 

>  > 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  seconded  by  Rev.  JvsTur  £n«. 

WARDS,  D.  D. 

Resdveiy  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read  be  accepted,  and 
referred  to  the  Managers  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Howard  Malcobc,  seconded  by  Rev.  Mr.  PheIiPS, 
jReaohed,  That  the  co-operation  of  Ladies  in  this  cause,  as  Ladies'  visiting 
committees  and  matrons  m  prisons,  where  females  are  confined,  is  indispen- 
sable in  the  proper  management  of  such  Institutions,  and  that  the  thanks 
of  this  Society  be  thus  pubfic)y  expressed  to  those  committees  and  matrons 
w9io  have  already  entered  this  field  of  usefulness,  and  that  others  are  eani- 
eitly  entreated  **lo  seitrch  mU  <lke  emise  i»hich  Aey  do  nU  undenUmdj*'  in 
eveiy  prisom  where  ,/siiMilef  are  confined. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  seconded  by  Hon.  Wk.  B.  Banister, 
Resolved,  That  this  Society  be  commended  most  affectionately  and  earn- 
estly to  the  Praters  of  the  CnuRcn;  thut  Ministers  on  the  Sabbath  maj 
noC  overlook  it,  and  that  Christians  genenitty  in  tfaeir  families  and  thoir 
closets  would  remember  k ;  and  in  0r4er  to  seotie  a  nsault  sot  impoitam, 
that  Minis^rs  would  confer  a  great  obligation  upon  thousands  who  are 
perishing  in  prison,  by  preaching  on  the  subject,  *^lw0Jt  tick  and  xnpristm^ 
and  ye  viaUea  me,^ 

Op  motion  of  John  Tafpan,  E^;  seconded  by  Rev»  Stlvssvbr  Hoiiua, 
Resohedj  That  the  funds  of  this  Society  ought  to  be  increased;  so  that  it 
ipay  be  enabled  to  spnd  a  larger  number  of  men  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
,  prisons;  that  this  may  be  done  by  an  effort  on  the  part  of  females  to  make 
their  Pastors  life  members  of  the  Society ;  by  Ministers  lUid  others  in  lie- 
coming  members  and  payiii^  two  dollars  annnally,  or  by  making  a  small 
contribution.  The  Society  is  $900  in  debt,  and  at  the  same  time  is  ondeov- 
drinir  to  extend  systematic  instruction  to  the  prisons  in  the  -United  States^ 
in  which  are  annutdly  confined  about  200,000  soul$,  who  are  to  a  mekui^ 
choly  extent  destitute  of  the  ordinary  means  of  grace.  > 

The  meeting,  for  business  was  held  May  29,  at  the  Vestry  in  Hanover 
Church,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Hon.  George  Bliss,  of  Springfield^  prc- 
^ded.  Afler  opening  the  meeting  with  prayer,  the  Treasurer's  Report,  to- 
gether with  the  certificate  of  its  oorreetness  by  the  Auditors,  was  read  wad 
accepted.    The  Officers  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society  adjourned. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Tm:  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting 
dieir  Fourth  Annual  Report,  acknowledge  the  providential  interposi- 
Uons  of  God,  in  favor  of  the  object.  How  much  we  mean  by  this 
declaration,  is  only  known  by  the  experience  of-  four  years ;  and  time 
vould  fail  us  to  illustrate  our  meaning  in  detail.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
tkt  in  the  disclosures,  designs  and  journeys,  in  prosecuting  the 
object,  there  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  continually  the  leadings  of 
Pravi4«%noe.  In  regard  to  the  journeys,  amounting  together  probably 
to  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  miles,  there  has  been  no  injury,  acci- 
dent, serious  delay,  or  sickness.  Frequently  therefore  has  the  truth 
been  brought  to  our  minds,  "  tlie  hairs  qf  your  head  are  aU  nvm? 
ierdL"  Another  truth  hasy  also,  been  beaulifuUy  illustrated  in  th» 
ttperieaee  of  thi»  Society.  *'  Commit  thy  way  tmio  the  Lardr  truH^ 
a2»o,  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass"  Theve  has aolonlj  been- 
tbe  premr^ion  -and  defonco,  but  also  the  guidance  and  blessing  of 
God.  The  journeys  have  been  performed  in  the  best  tine*  A  few 
hf9  evlier  or  a  few  days  latec^  and  this  not  owing  to  human  feco* 
t^,  mmki  have  fiiiled  to  -ftocompli^  the  object.  One  of  the  Man^ 
pX9,  Wlio  is  beKeved  toliave  attended  every  meeting  af  the  Beard  ibr 
fetir  fears,  justly  remafkerf,  *•  the  stones  are  all  turned  to  our  hands.*' 
With  such  evidence  of  the  fkror  and  co-operation  of  God,  we  ask  no 
Bore;  but  in  deep  humility,  in  the  language  of  Campagne  of  Phefficon, 
''imking  ourselves  into  the  pitying  lore  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  we 
eommend  ourselves  in  faithful  prayer  to  the  children  of  good  will." 

We  cannot  flose  these  remarks,  by  way  of  introduction  to  our 
Re]KHt,  without  nolicina,  as  we  have  always  done  on  similar  occasions, 
tile  death  of  our  friend  and  benefactors.  Elias  Maynard  of  Boston^ 
John  Hooker  of  Springfield,  Bdward  Holyohe  of  Salem,  Maasaohu- 
■tt8,'aiid  John  Jay  of  Bedford,.  New  York,  who  were  membere  of 
liiiB  Seoiety,  hacre  died- daring  Ihe  Iset  year.  Dr.  Holjfoke,  at  the  age 
of  100  years  and  4  months,  and  a  few  weeks  only  before  his  deadi, 
wrote  bis  name  with  his  own  huid,  as  a  member  of  this  Society ;  and 
John  Jay,  a  kindred  spirit  to  Phillips  and  Boudinot,  Huntington  and 
QarksoD^  kindly  received  and  liberiiUy  answered  an  application  hj 
btter  in  Jiohaif  of  thia  ^odety,  aadtihiw  gave  us,  as  be  had.sevem 
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times  before  given  ta  other  6ooietk8»  in  answer  to  «n  applicatioQ  horn 
the  same  individual,  the  benefits  of  bis  example  and  his  nvne. 

We  mention  these  ckcumstaapes,  to  express  our  graiitqde  to  oar 
{fiends ;  to  be  encouraged  by  the  remembrance  of  their  kindness ;  to 
record  their  useful  example;  to  reflect  on  their  probable  condttkn 
^inoe  they  have  been  removed  from  among  men ;  sod  io  remind  us  of 
the  importance  of  preparing,  ta  follow  them  into  eteraity. 

Having  thus  noticed  the  resDoval  by  death  of  .those  who  were  wamh 
viated  with  uiB^.and,  also,  the  nierciful  interpositions  of  God  in  ov 
behalf. 

^-  4  .  .  >         » 

,.  We  propast  to  >look  at  the  interufSts  of  se^erai  rf'.tkt  States  in  ri* 
g0rd  t(k  Priskm  Disnpime;  td-  pr§u»t  amabstratt  if'iht  Crimkud 
hmn  rfwmteiifike  tMted  Btate$,  ufHh  geAend  remarks  m  the  s^ane; 
and  to  make  a  statement  concerning  the  indirect  influence  and  immedi' 
ate  results  of  this  Society^ s  labors. 

We  propose  first  to  look  at  the  interest^  of  several  of  the  States  in 
regard  to 

PltlSOlf    DISCII^LIXE. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delin^emts' in  lfeifi«.^^In  Mune, 
the  question   is  one  deservmg'  of  serious  consideration,  whether  a 
house  of   refuge^  for  javeaile  delinquents' '  ought  not  to  be  estab* 
Fisliedt    The  supei;intendent  of  the  house  of  reAige  fo   juvenile 
delinquents  at  South  Boston,  recently  visited  the  State^  and  after  the 
experience  wbioh  he  has  had  in  the  reformatien  of  tbis-dass  of  per- 
sons, he  was  particularly  impressed  with  the  beneiita,  wkioh  would 
result  from  such  an  establishment,    it  had  before  became  a-qac8tion 
with  this  Society,  whether  the  attention  of  the  &itods:of  liamaxiitf 
an(l  improvement  in  Maine,  ought  not  now  to  be  solicited  to  this  eub* 
j^cl,  for  we  were  confident,  Simidst  the  efiorts  which  are  mtkmg  for 
general  improyeinent  in   Mainev  this  ^bjeet,;  amool;.  othen;    would 
receive  attention  if  it  merits  it.     Afler  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wells, 
tlfereibre,  who  has  had  so  inuoh  exp^ience*  in  thisideputment  x}f 
b^ievolencc,  we: 'hope/ our  friends,  in  t Maine  will,  be  looking. at  tlm 
subject,  and  as  they  have  opportunity,  when  Ihey  are .  ia  fiosta^  New 
York,  and  Pbiladelpbiaj  that  they  wilLvisit  the  houses  of .  refiige,  and 
see  what  can*  be  done,  in  a  short  time,  lor  those  who  vronld' otherwise 
become  the  most  unhappy  and  injured  inmates  of  prisons.    . 
.  ^ew   County  frison  in  ^Bangor.^^Thh  Society:  has  teceitedi  an 
application  fi>r,  and  has  supplied  a.  plan  for  a  new  teounty  prison  «t 
Bsmgor,  which  may  probably  be  adopted,  in  which  are  embodied  with 
economy,  fiicilities  lor  inspection,  instruotiOB,  safe  ke^nng,  separatiian 
at  night,  and  labor  by  day.    We  have  not  learned  whether  the  pliui 
t^us  furnished  has  been  adopted. 

JP^udtjf.  4^  CpnuictA  in  lieu  JlampsUro^-^ik  N«w>  Hauipshiie  the 
most  strikmg  and  important  fact  in  the  department  of  criminal  juris* 
pnwtenc^  and.pvisoo  disciiDlin^i  is>.|he  paucity  of  ^eonviots*  The  euin. 
Wi;  pf  convicts  ii4  J4ew  Man^pshiiie,.  containing  nearly  three 


dwosaiid'iiihalritflftts,  baar  b^en  reduced;  during  the  list  yesf,  to  the 
number  of  ferty-eigbl^-a  smalter  number;  it  is  beKered,  accokdin^  10 
llie  popalaticm,  than  will  be  ibund  in  any  other '8iate  in  the  UnTon^ 
vbere  cher^  is  a  state  prison.  '  The  causes  which  have  led  to  this 
Mgiilar  reMdt^  are  severa).*  For  ^veral  years'  past,  dorfng  the  firM 
eq^hi  of  the*  4aflt  ten  yeafs,  tile  adiKidnisttiitiott  of  the  Prison  in  New 
Hampshire  was  eondncted  in  a  wise,  prnd^nt,  economioal  and  tirtuons 
BHoner ;  perhaps isnearly  as  great  a  dc^gree  of  petition  as  may  be 
c^)eoted  in  this  imper^cl  world.  This  has  had  i^^ome  influence  hi 
diminishing  the  number  of  convictSy  or  rather  in  preventing  its  in^ 
crease,  because  the  re-commitments  have  been  very  few  in  New 
Hampshire, -^bdutl  tb'SQ,  while  in  some  bthisr  States  th«y  ha^e  bben 
1  to4.  >Tl^sre  is  still  aittither  oanse^;.  tite  Jfiw^  of  New  Hat^pshire,  ov^ 
the  jqdgee  wha  adroimstei;. .  tha^a^.  ac^  ,npt  .fend  ei  Jong,  aentenee^ 
Sentences  of  two^  three  ^  and  five  .  ye^s,  .  and  seldom  jseven  will  h^ 
found  on  the  records  in  New  Hampshire,  (for  the  same  crimes  as  in 
some  other  States  are  punished  with  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years. 
And  though  there  is  this  striking  difference  in  the  length  of  the  sen- 
tences, there  is  no  evidence  that  the  criminal  law  of  New  Hampshire, 
or  the  prison  discipline,  is  less  effectual  in  preventing  crime  or  pro- 
tecting society,  than  in^thf  .Qfher  Sl^te^.. .  £)n  $he  contrary,  if  there  is 
any  State,  where  there  is  a  penitentiary,  whose  condition  is  enviable, 
it  apprtirs  to  beMk  of  N«w  Haihp^hire* 

Tfai^re  is  stiU  another  cause :  Perkins^  stereotype  steel  plate  is  ex- 
tenavely  nsed,  if* not  nnivefsally,  by  the  banks  in  New  Hampshire,' 
the  ooaaeqneiice  is,  that  here,  as  in  Maine,  there  are  very  few  convicts 
fiir  cMHiterfeit  flMNi^y.  ' 

Again,  another  teuse :  in  the  principal  town  in  New  Hampshire/ 
that  ie,  PorCamoath,  itbe  aJms'  house  is  so  conducted  as  to  be  a  usefbl 
iBflUtnaion ;  'while*  in  many  of  the  pi'incipal  and  secondaty  towns  in 
other  Stales,  the  ainiB  housto  are  perfect  nurseries  of  crime,  and  therci 
ia  a  "very  eateDBsire^akernation  from  prison  to  alms  house,  and  iW>m  alms 
hflHSQ  aQprifion.  The  reason  of  this  is,-  that  the  alms  houses  in  many 
ptece^  BLTe  not  pfacea  of 'labor,  not  restra(nt,  nor  sepatatkm,  nor  in^^ 

.Tte  >  above,  among  other  causes;  we  have  deemed  worthy  ot  pfLr-^^ 
ticalar . .  notiQe  -  as  the  paucity  '  of  •  iconvicts  in  New  Hampshire'.  Wti 
hop^  tkata^unreimpei^fect  prison  discipline,  a  more  rigid  criminal 
eode  or.  judidiary^  -a  les^  secure  eircuiilting  medium,  or  worse  alms 
hiBoni  in  Poatsraonth,  wHi  nol  aoon  contribute  to  swell  the  list  of 
convicts  in  the -stale  piison; 

in  iefaence  to  tho  present  state  of  -  the '^  prison,  it  deserves  particular 
aetice^  that  the  Executive  has  doufbl^d  the  compensation  allowed  for 
leiigkiiia  iBBtrection;  authorized  thiS  appointment,  which  has  beet^ 
i^  of  a  vesident  diaplain,  under  whoae  instruction  a  Sabbath 
kaa  been  oifraaieed|  which  ia  6poken  of  by  tiiose  who  have 


Tinted  it,  as  well  conducted,  and,  together  with'  the  public  services  of 
tte  Ssbliatb,  ae  exe^ciaing  a  salutary  influence  over  the  minds  of  ihe 


Vfm  csdeedingly.r^pet  to  learn,  that  white  the  Ex^tttive  is  endeavbrJ 
tolnpaore  4^  condition  of  the  prison  by  a  more  liberal  proVTFioff 
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for  religiotis  irfsti'uction,  the  keeper  has  allowed  several  convicts  to  be 
lodged  at  night  in  the  same  room,  while  other  rooms  in  the  prison 
were  empty. 

State  Rrisan  tin  Vimumt.'-~ln  Yermoot,  the  number  of  coDvicts  is 
about  twice  as  great  as  in  New  Hampshire,  while  the  population  is 
nearly  the  same.  The  attention  of  the  State  has  been  so  &r  turned 
to  the  subject,  as  to  cause  a  resolution  to  be  passed,  at  the  last  session 
ofthe  Legidatnre,  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  the  state  prison 
to  procure  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  a  sufficient 
number  of  dormitories  in  the  state  prison  at  Windsor,  to  adniit  of  an 
entire  separation  of  the  convicts,  and  a  more  salutary  discipline.  This 
important  measure,  therefore,  we  hope  will  be  accomplished. 

AAjbr  the  prison  is  thus  altered  and  hnproved,  it  will  deserve  particu- 
lar consideration  whether  there  are  not  other  causes  of  the  disparity 
between  the  number  of  convicts  in  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire, 
which  admit  of  an  easy  remedy :  especially  unnecessarily  long  senten- 
ces, and  facilities  for  procuring  counterfeit  money. 

New-  Hofuse  of  Correction  in  Jpswich. — In  Massachusetts,  the  work 
of  reform  is  in  progress.  In  Ipswich,  a  new  house  of  correction  has 
been  built,  and  the  lunatics,  whose  wretched  condition  was  describeli 
in  our  Second  Report,  some  of  whom  had  been  in  dark  holes  in  the 
ceDar  a  long  course  of  years,  and  one  in  an  upper  apartment,  without 
having  his  door  opened  for  many  months,  and  others  still  in  a  con- 
dition of  extreme  wretchedness,  have  been  removed  to  it,  and  their 
condition  is  very  much  improved. 

House  of  Correction  in  Boston. — In  Boston,  at  the  house  of  cor- 
rection connected  with  the  jail  in  Leverett  street,  there  has  been  com- 
mendable improvement,  both  in  the  male  and  female  department,  in 
regard  to  the  system  with  which  the  inmates  are ,  made  to  labor.     A 
large  number  of  the  men  are  employed  in  something  like  an  active 
and  efficient  industry,  under  a  wholesome  and  salutary  discipline,  in 
breaking  stone  to  Mackadamize  the   principal  streets   in  the   citj. 
About  two  thousand  tons  have  thus  been   broken^  during  the   last 
winter,  and  it   is  in  contemplation   with   thjs  to   Mackadamize  the 
avenue  leading  to  the  Warren  free  bridge  ;    that  leading  to  the  Charles- 
town  bridge,  Beacon  and  Park  streets,  having  been  previously  dooc 
with  stone  prepared  at  the  same  place.     If  this  beautiful  city  cai^  have 
its  principal  streets  and  avenues  thus  improved  by  the  laboi^  of  the  men 
in  the  house  of  correction,   every  good   citizen   will   rejoice.      If  it 
should  be  asked  why  we  hare  taken  no  notice  of  this  useful  employ<-i 
ment  before,  our  answer  is,  because  there  has  never  before  appeared 
any  thing  like  the  industry,  efficiency  and  discipline  among  the  men 
in  the  house  of  correction,  that  there  is  at  the  present  time.     We  arc 
happy,  therefore,  in  bearing  this  public  testimony  to  the  energy  and 
success  with  which  the  men  in  the  house  of  correction  labor  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city. 

Pious  Matrons  in  the  House  of  Correction  in  Boston, — ^In  the  fe« 
mieJe  department,  also,  under  the  care  of  two  pious  matrons,  there  has 
been  very  pleasing  improvement  within  two  or  three  vears,  Tlieir 
self^ienia]  in  going  within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  to  spend  their  days  in 
restraining  and   empfoying  these  unhappy  women,  is  worthy  of  all 
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praise.  The  improvement,  which  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
tt^  which  is  apparent  to  the  most  superficial  observation,  is  a  part  only 
of  their  reward.  Their  own  consciences,  the  approbation  of  all  who 
ire  acquainted  with  the  circumstances^  and  ahove  all  (if  they  have 
done  it  fipom  good  motives)  the  hope  of  His  approbation,  who  will  say, 
"inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  yon  have 
done  it  unto  me," — ^will  encourage  their  fiiithful  continuance  in  well 
doing,  and  lead  other  females  oi  similar  character  in  other  cities  to 
imitate  their  praiseworthy  example. 

The  earnings  of  the  inmates,  principally  from, sewing,  is  a  con- 
siderable part  of  their  support,  and  the  change  in  regard  to  their  per- 
sons and  dress,  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  those  persons  who  remember 
what  this  place  was  before  these  pious  females  went  there ;  and  the  sin 
vhich  IS  prevented  in  the  form  of  obscenity,  profaneness,  lying,  and 
%hting  daily,  is  alone  a  sufficient  recompense.  They  labor,  however,, 
onder  one  disadvantage,  in  regard  to  the  greatest  good  which  might 
be  attained ;  they  have  not  a  suitable  place,  in  which  to  labor  during 
the  day,  or  in  whi^h  to  confine  the  women  separately  at  night.  If  the 
city  would  provide  separate  sleeping  rooms  and  a  good  workshop,  and 
tkos  give  these  pious  matrons  a  fair  opportunity  to  continue  the  ex- 
periment, which  they  have  so  far  successfiilly  made  under  the  disad- 
vantages of  crowded  night  rooms  and  an  inconvenient  place  of  labor, 
Boston  might  afford  an  example  worthy  of  universal  imitation,  of  a 
successful  mode  of  restraining  and  employing  female  convicts.  As  it  is, 
however,  there  is  great  improvement  in  the  female  as  well  as  the  male 
d^iartnient  of  the  house  of  cocsection  in  Boston,  in  regard  to  the  manner 
m  which  the  inmates  are  made  to  labor.  ' 

Mode  of  preventing  deUrium  tremens  in  the  House  of  Correction  in  . 
B^on, — ^Tbere  is  another  particular  in  which  this  establishment  b 
vaithj  of  notice.  Like  other  and  similar  institutions,  it  is  a  place 
to  which  intemperance  consigns  its  thousand  victims.  But  in  other 
institotions,  it  has  been  customary  to  a  great  extent,  in  former  years, 
to  break  them  off  fi'om  their  bad  habits  by  degrees,  and  not  suddenly,  > 
lest  it '  should  pn^uce  delirium  tremens  and  death.  .  Not  so  in  the 
house  of  correction  in  Boston ;  they  are  broken  off  at  once,  in  all 
esses,  and  the  danger  which  has  been  apprehended  is  guarded  against 
vith  a  strong  decoction  of  ivormwood.  This  is  prepared  in  the 
£irm  of  tea,  and  given  freely.  With  perhaps  one  exception,  there' 
hare  been  no  fatal  consequences  from  delirium  tremens,  since 
tMs  practice  was  introduced  in  the  house  of  correction  in  Boston. 
Thas  is  true,  notwithstandipg  the  fact  that  many  of  the  worst  cases  of 
druidcenness  in  the  city  are  subject  to  this  treatment,  and  the  disease 
often  assumes  a  very  threatening  a^ct.  But  the  strong,  warm, 
vormwbod  tea,  in  sufficient  quantities,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
iSjrds  -  relief.  If  there  was  any  way  of  securing  these  drunkards, 
after  tilieir  restoration,  from  a  relapse  into  their  former  habits  when 
tb^  are  <^ischarged.  another  step  would  be  taken  in  the  progress  of 
re6rm  ;  but  whue  there  remain  so  many  licensed  grog-shops,  we  must 
expect  td  fiiid  the  records  in  our  prisons  filled  in  part  with  cases  of 
smpiriiooment  for  drunkenness,  six,  eight  and  ten  times  repeated.  And 
lo  know  Aat  our  criminal  establishments  are  supported  in  great  part 
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tb  provide  for  t  lew  hundred  persons  of  this  daw,  nvlw  eottie  to  tiie 
ptisQtts  to  be  cured  and  go  awtty  to  the  stores  and  grog-shops  to  coo^ 
tract  the  disease,  i^ich  will  require  another  application  of  the  same 
remedy.  The  question  here  arises,  in  view  of  this  class  of  cases  of 
imprisonnient,  and  it  is  a  very  large  class,  whether,  after  having  been 
cured  and  discharged  and  reKK>inmitted,  and  agam  cured  and  dis- 
charged and  rBKMmmitted,  and  a  diird  time  cured  and  discharged  and 
re-committed,  this  is  not  enough  ?  Whether  after  this,  if  a  place  is 
provided  where  the  subject  can  support  himself,  he  ought  not  to  re> 
main  ?  However  this  may  be,  in  regard  to  curing  drunkards,  for  the 
thne  being,  a  very  valuable  and  successful  practice  is  pursued  at  the 
iK>use  of  oort«otioh  in  Boston.  And  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in 
regard  to  the  more  succesaftil  application  of  labor,  we  think  tho  insti- 
tution ought  to  be  commend^,  and  that  there  is  manifest  progress  in 
improvement. 

Progress  of  Reform  in  ike  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass. — ^In 
Uie  state  prison  at  Chariestown,  also,  the  rcfcrtti  is  in  progress.     The 
new  building  fbr  the  separate  confinement  at  nij^t  of  three  htmdred 
eMvicts,  will  probably  be  finished  in  the  month  of  August;  verv  good 
pmgress  having  been  made  in- the  Work  during  the  months  of  March 
and  April.    The  cKscipline  of  the  institution  is  in  some  respects  im- 
proved.     The  men  arre  more  generally  confined  u>  their  respective 
shops  during  the  day ;  and  not  in  such  numbers  as  formerly,  in  g:rot!;\'?, 
loitering  alKmt  the  yard,  without  restraint.     There  seems  to  be  an 
improvement,  also,  in  regard  tb  the  under  ofiieefs.    They  ate  in  ^eh- 
plaiees  attending  to  their  respective  duties  a  little  more  than  ibmierly. 
There  is,  also,  more  order  among  the  prisoners  in  going  to  their  tne^lV, 
riiops  and  night  rooms.    They  now  march  with  some  degree  of  regu- 
larity.   There  appears  also  I6  be  a  less  tmrestrained  intefcour?*e  among 
tive  conviots  during  the  day,  while  at  their  work.    The  night,  of  <5mirsr, 
remains  as  it  was ;  and  so  it  must  remain,  til)  the  new  bufMin^  is 
done.    The' SabiMith  is  better  observed.    A  SdWiath  school,  consffptiitgr 
of  about  60'eonvict8,'haS'been  organized  nnder  the  8opefint€»K!4r*tic<> 
of  the  chaplain.    The  public  v»orshipr  of  the  Sabbath  receives  U'rt<«r 
adenttofr,  Airing 'the -'hiyiir^  appropriated  tb  thid  purpbs^ ;  tod  darhig 
the  w«ek,'  the  oonvicts  assemble  in  the  lihapel,  every  morntn^  and 
evening,  mtk  snoh  number  of  the  officers  as  oan  CMiteiiienti^  attend, 
and  the  ehaphitn  reads*  tlie  scriptures  and  ofl^rs  prayed:  -  86  that  in 
sctvcral  respects  there  is  an  tmprovement  at  Oha^lestown.    How  kmgf 
ilwiU  be  before- the  ftistitufton  ishall  becovne  a^  soured -of  gmtlAcaikm' 
lb  the  citneens,  as  a  pkice  of  order,  restraint,  discipline,  ^fiiciest  labor,  < 
salutary  instruction,  proik,  and  reformation,  like  the  prisons  at  Atibuml 
and  Wethersfield,  time  must  determine.    There^  is  one>othercirCttnv-l 
stance,  however,  not  yet  mentioned;  of  a  ^very  important  ehurftcterj 
which  may  be  owing  in  part  to  the  ibilewing  causes ;  dread  of  the  i««w 
building  for  solitary  confinement  at  night ;  dread  of  the  new  and  more' 
iSgid  discipline  whieh  it  is  proposed  tcr  introduce ;  losing  tho  indole 
gences  which  were  formerk  alfcswed  as  a  reward  for  over-^^iitt ;  nfid 
brcafcinff  up  the  flicilities  for  playing  caards,  doming  misohiof,  mrnkin^ 
(^unterJeit  money^  false  keys,  and  last,  though  p^rhii^inoe  kmut,  di^sftdl 
of  moral  and  rdigknia  influence  and  inetruotiott.    These  (Mfuses,  ivIdcU 
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ire  oertaiiily  Mweriul  on  the  minds  of  bad  men,  b&ve  probably  not 
been  without  their  influence  in  diminishing  the  number  of  convicts  in 
the  state  prison.  While  our  population  has  been  increasing,  the 
Domber  of  convicts  has  greatly  diminished.  It  is  now  more  than  one 
bondred  less  than  it  was  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  There  are  ui^ 
doubtedly  other  causes  for  this  diminution,  and  perhaps  those  already 
mentioned  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  The  fiiet,  however,  wnat- 
erer  may  have  been  the  cause»  remains,  and  afibrds  us  unfeigned  joy, 
ud  leads  us  to  express  our  bc»t  wishes  for  the  conunuance  and  rapid 
increase  of  the  diminution  of  convicts.  To  this  great  point  we  would 
bafe  all  our  efibrts  directed,  as  the  great  ultimate  end  of  our  labors. 
Aod  u>  this  point  we  think  they  are  directed,  as  illustrated  in  the  re- 
ifm  proposed  at  Charlestown.  If,  as  formerly  at  Charlestown,  con- 
nets  can  he  allowed  unrestrained  intercourse  in  large  apartments  at 
light;  and  can  be  allowed  for  their  labor  by  day  from  30  to  50  doUars 
t^Dsrteri  besides  food^  clothings  keeping,  medical  and  other  attend- 
iBce;  and  if  they  can  expend  t&a  money  for  various  indulgences,  such 
IB  cards,  perxMlical  publications,  infidel  books,  and  implements  of  mis- 
tbiei^  where  else  in  the  world  can  they  do  as  well  for  themselves,  they 
^eing  jvdgee,  as  in  the  stale  prison ;  and  why  should  they  not  commit 
thoie  crimes  for  which  they  will  be  sent, there,  if,  on  the  contrary, 
tiK7  are  to  ha  separated  at  night,  and  kept  in  silence  and  solitude, 
lader  a  never  ceasing  supervision  and  inspection ;  if  they  are  to  be 
hept  at  haid  labor  during  the  day,  according  to  their  sentence,  and 
tfae  proceeds  of  this  labor  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  which 
&ej  have  injured ;  if  the  infidel  books,  the  means  of  amusement  and 
^Uing,  the  implements  of  mischief,  and  the  materials  for  brewing 
tad  diwtUiiog  ialoxicatiBg  liquors ;  the  various  indulgences,  the  cards, 
ik  dice,  the  instruments  of  music,  and  the  means  of  bribery  for  the 
intpose  of  procuring  pardons  or  other  purposes,  if  these  are  to  be 
ti^  away,  andxhe  solitude,  the  discipline,  the  labor,  the  supervision, 
^  above  all,  tiie  insliEuetion  and  prayers  substituted,  the  place  be* 
coDies  intoleraUe  tiM  th^  become  be^r  men.  M^y  all  prisons,  where 
<^  is  room  for  it,  undergo  this  change. 

Htmse  of  Reformatim  fur  JMutmk  DeHnquanis  in  JSojIofi.— In 
ttUrast  to  the  prison  at  Charlestown,  is  the  house  of  reformation 
far  juvenile  definyepts  at  fioutk  Be^en.  This  institution  is  even 
ii^ofed  in  its  eharaetar  since  f^  very  forvonible  report  *f  the  last 
9EV.  The  average  number  of  iamales  is  not  far  from  one  hundred } 
^t  to  per  cent,  of  whom  are  females.  The  whole  number  received 
W  August  18126,  to  Jan.  1839,  was  lOS^  They  were  oomnutted 
^the  following  causes;  for -alefiling,  foity-eeven;  for  being  vaga- 
Ws,  twenty^nine ;  for  being  sHibbom  and  disobedient,  fortyiiine ; 
Pleading  an  idle  life,  and  being  neglected  by  parents,  on  account  of 
^nduumess  and  other  eaases,  eleven ;  for  wanton  and  lascivious  ^n^ 
^  four.  We  mentMB  these  oanses  of  commitment,  rather  fis  a 
*ttning  for  other  ya«th  and  children,  than  because  we  are  ^Hspdsed 
|»  feiaemher  them  Mg$kul  those  who  have  been  arrested.  And  we  do 
^  nore  partifiidariy  for  the  puipoae  of  showmg  the  extsnt  of  evil 
^nsiag  froni  the  neglect  of  family  government,  and  the  indulgence  of 
AflUibbom  and  diaobediettt  idisposition  on  the  part  of  the  child.    Of 


• 

the  f»e  homdied  atd  Iblrty  oasfis  )iboYe  mentkytied,  siity,  or  more  tha^ 
one  third  of  the  whole  nfikxiber,  were  arreBted  either  on  acccontol 
their  own  stubbornneea  and  di^obedienoe,  or  the  Begleet  of  their  pi 
rents.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  very  probable,  that  a  nomber  of  tfaosi 
arrested  for  beiiig  vagabonds/ and  <br  stealing,  had  the  foitadation  d 
Iheae  rioes  lavd  in  siftiikr  disobedience  to  parents,  or  in  simikr  m 
iBGt  Thati  these  ate  the  simple  '<ea«i8es,'  without  whMi  these  yo«^ 
would  never  have  been  arrested,  is  apparent  not  only  from  the  reooni 
of  the  institutiojji^  but  frotm  ^^,.chfuu;e  ,w^iclif,the|pe, children  und( 
as  soon  as  thev  are  subject  to  parehtaf  restraint,  discipline  and  ui8t 
Mkn.    ln»a  ftw  we^k»'<heb''habitS'  of  8tubb6tiine6B  «ikd  lAls^ 

are  subdued^  and  <fther'4Aiil'4si&thwd  vieetf,  snub  as  swearih^.tyiag; 
v-^a^j  feeiihg«,\are  «liaiiged  •fef''C«impte«ilvel/>purb  cdhvmUon.ti 
'^«ndaifeeikm,->tod>€he^««h^i^' applied       fA  goM  ind  ihdostri 
ilraoer^aivd'inechlthics^  whevepin  'a Vast'UMljofiiy  of  0aM8,^ey  beta* 
well.     The  dit^fonr  «vf)  iti'' their -report  «l  thexity  igovemnn 
January  15, 1829, — ''  Tlie  discipline  and  moral  gov^mineiitleAtaUisl 
has  had  a  most  sahftary  effect  tan  aho  member^,  >  aMd  ita^asdng  i 
•;0noi  i»-4{qM»efit'4iif<the  ohftraoift»'0PitlietKr«iiMlented,  '^hb,  witU  bdi 
few  exceptions,  are  doing  well,  fwd  gm  eathftelioa'  to  llheif  nasi.. 
Jkgain,  the  directors^  wagMmm»  the»<frieiidri  of  the^  ins^tido  diat 
'^suooesa  ha^'beevte  niOfe'l&nli«bleiAab>'waa<'aatiei|^        as'in  m 
instances  the  boys  have  left  the  iHBlilafion'oredltaMy'^a  leto  than 
year;    Andifuiahef,  lo  gdaid^ia^initiliie  evils'  wbiitff  ftan  this  negl 
of  the  early  government  >aftd"c^tfiil  «f*^ehfldfeD,tfti&  timr  ^nssqai 
stubbornness  and  disobedienco^<tM*  dtrdottira'  say »'  they  <  bdfieve  i 
good  effects  of  this  valuable  iABtiaiilite  'wmdd  >be'iiaab^xt^nded,  j 
'  pvovisidH  wn^  made  in  the  law,  ^'4hat  1^  1  parBiits,^  *  or*  ■^fefdiuuj 
rfriends  of  ehildreti>,  who  aii»' /unaMa  tO'Oiierclse'  aliy  mOiiU-  goveil 


.limiit,  laight  platte  iheA  in  thisiiiistiliiliOQi  ,  >  I 


In  what  manner  these  changes  are  tpPodMsd^wUi  im^ 
and  with  so  litide  delay,  mav  be'^IJwma  isfart  irtarathadi^ftM^ 
s  time^'  and  the  aytt^Ma  ^t  elaimoatibn*  ifk^r  4koiil  4laai|^ek>        ' 

1>IVISI0N   OP   TIME.  t.  ;,.  .»         ^ 

Fiom6o'dk)C!k) 'A;'J4.  fofJ^^'hottifofwfciiMi^  •!<  ' 

From  f  pa8t6^>f  tOfMfi^'Hotir'ihifreli^iraS'^aBahsi^    >  > 
Prom  i  past  7,  J  an  houiftibrifagteakliMt '"  n  mI  -  .^..-i  r. .,/  ,  {    < 
Pwiitt gtoVdock^ ^^hota^ibfutinttawtiuMto^aohoA  [  » '^  '  !' 

.-   Froa[»10'0^ukK^,J3fi1]OiirS'l^raabdr,'  i  ''     ."    ^  '      ' 

From  f  past  12,  }  of  an  hour  for  recreation.  v  i.  --  I 

Prom  ^^  paet  1,  j>  an  hour  fov  dtiirier.  •      J       ^^     •  v  A 
Prom  t^  )y  dock;  9f  heura  fiir  iahor* 

w    PiOHi  jpa»t4,  f'oFan  hour  ibrYebreatknt, 
<  FiMNn^'pafi«'5o*clook»  jr  ati  how  far  aupper.   '  '^ 
From  6  o'clock,  2  hours  far  iMlnioiioii  in  aoboaL 
From  8  oVsiaokv  -^  an  hour  fav  telifidKis  ^aeiciaei. 
From  j^  pasts  o'ctoak,  P.  M.  9^'hotira  farxedteMeM.     ^ 
Sleep  tiU  6  o'clock.  A*  M;      ..•':.'      -.  >..     .. 


■'<  <  <    t ' 


I  I 


I  ' 


1^3  ,ffQvm'm  9J^wma>^l9SSi.  .  .>l9i4i 

,  Heta  tti9  posipd  far  ccoDeiitioo,  the  >period*SNr  toiigkNM  faotroiflMf  the 
period  for  mating,  the  period  for  iDatroctigp  m  school,  the  period  ibr 
Ubor,  aodi Ub  fvsriod  for  seiir^eMaat.  and.aleepi  are  diatinctlj maii;ed 
«nd  wi«8ljr,pr4^rUODed. 

Tbe.fj^iil.of  cibussifioatipp  frr  isoral  djuseipline  fippeam  t&  indioate 
tbat  disoiinuj^lipn  ab  .  i;efard  ta  ^hfaracieti,  and  that  caralui  adjustmttit 

L«f  fewaid8,iu)d.ipQtti9bli]^nta.iK)P9rdii|g.  |o  aterit^  wluoh  may^fhe  ladhl 

^  ' '  '  cLAssirirATioN  for  moral  BtficbLniiB.   '    * 

r  Tlief<idl»]e««inibQr  iof.inmat^it'diifided  JBto  thrae  JS^n  (Macfeaand 
Mbree  ifa/;<iViadrif,  <Hr  thftt^  goodx^iBtdsfi.sind.ihseei'badidatatt;    -> .  mm 
I   Tha.iSrv#  AoiR  tiWo^  oot)«iflta  «f  .thtPilehwst^Jiiak^.jp 
Jii4  cMtfimari  tfiof^  i^  do  i»f biM  ^  Tibftir  A^ {9aR:i>et  Ihapeionljptiof 
i^4Utttke,  f^r -iwcjfi  Wei9(r.th00e^jof  j  carelawitew.    <Aa  4k'f€iward-.Atiii»i> 
jDOgiag  to.  thm  gradf ,  ^ey  .am jidmittpd  to  certain .pnWlegefi  i  •  /. 

:    JL  ;Tb0«aiDeraa^)imferibrtgrade9*.  ...  *    <        >.'    !   •'!  ..'.:;  I 
'    2.  To'Walk  atooadtwitbout  ataonkor^;  to  tviil.«ad  swiat  • 
«.   3*  TftgqldiAdiivffDainiwMiitotii^  ai}d:ab»iatp;the  dming 

'nonandiluh&heQtiHhaA'Yery  Bacpsawjr.  •! .;.  !,:.  ^    ■  v  •? 

4    i  .lOilcava. tMr  leatd) in) the .afseogUing  room .withoiit  poniiUflnpA. 
fi    &  Olb^titliJW'beingiBqual^lhis.gfiadeba!^ 
I    6.  The.uaoflSthe'rocrealiontJDQom/i  n  ! 

t^    7i  Td  k»  arastad^ivrblnr  neotnaargrf  widii Ih^  mo^  important  keja. .  [ 
i^'   &  TofaaialUiiiiaotAiiaktta  im^idlottaaaiQiiaw;    , 
9    9.  Xd  b^nieithairbuaMftf.cekbr^ted4  .'  M*    .'    !.<    ....:t...,,* 
10.  Tb  weaff'lhe»undte8»/UBifarni,tilABj)rj<  ..ir^   '•  <ri«r  ^*    :)     ^'»>  -: 
V  Sec^i  Jgam  y  Cfrm^rmfTkiBe :  iHTbo .  mlkei  tp<MffMrti .  aad  tmffiilar >  aftit 
todarighur  Tbeir  faafta^aDe  tiheteoBlfr.  of i  oaralataigBi ;  -. iattlts/aiiat 
«nl  in  themselves,  or  if  so,  not  intfBtioaal;  or  m  balaiM^ollbad  jwoha 
■&apriWh9a0.9f  Aiagfadtfiaiq,   :-;  ^  \  < .  >  >  ••:  :j  •  >.   ^) 

'  i.Tiie0ia[ici4nAtt:ii|fetioir|^ad^s«  i  ..;,u  ,,y\  o-  •'^^•  :.r- 

1  To  go  t^abq.MtjF  Jba«ii&]<good])inai4Eai.mtboMibA^^ 

t^durdtime. 
^  To  walk  abroad  without  a  monitor,  or  about  the  yard  in  dia 

•Demamier.  '''''''   '''  '^■^''''■'^^^^ 

4.  To  be  trostediintfalcegrs^ftfiHMbidiflgr  j^^  r,  , .    f 

&  To  be  capaUhfcQlikikibg<t|^i)ffileaMiw<>m9ne^   , 
(•  To  take  books  from  thejieadiagjrodtnii  oi\  • .       r  .     ' 

7.  To  use  the  pimik)iQith«t4Mraddiii0tro«Hi  i^^ 

8.  Other  things  being  equal,i  ihiB  ^^rada  ..hase  a  cWmO^  birfM  al 
vrior  gra^BSb  .i  .-    •«   ii  ,-. .  i.* 

T^dBoii  6fni&.^Tho8e  labo.  :n«tke(i|MietMt^4r  efforta  to  do  Hght 
^  &i]h8  are  those  only  of  Gaeeknmesey  4tf  ft  ntooleittary  erring; 
^  evil  in  themselves  pariiaps«  hntiitunedialiriy  re{>elited  of^  ob  rieAecr 
^  or  a  balance  of  three  bad  aiitrka^  *  Th^  psivilegea  of  ^  grad^'are, 
1- Thesame  as  jffe.iQH|JQfed.byii«fevlor4i  i 

1  To  go  to  the  oily  AcSS  good  marks- under  a  mooalor.       . 
I- To  walk  ainia  UieigioiuidaiiQdker  IT  mOnil^^ 
i  To  go  to  the  gymnasium  and  reading  focan^  /  .       \^ 

&.  To  use  the  book&and^tapartiftithe  amapbli|f  itMn^bypiirnllfltioi^ 

^  To  bold  offices  by  election. 

B 


248  PBiisoK  r>iBcmM^  socti^.  M 

The  First  MaJ  Grade  consists  of  tbote  wM  are  posSHvefy  inelined 
to  do  wrong.  Their  fauhs  are  only  Teg^  'fkults,  (that  is,  ttiinga  not 
wrong  in  themselves,  or  moral  faults  rarely  committed,)  or  a  Mance 
of  5  bad  marks.    The  punishments  of  Ae  nrst  maf  grade  are, 

1.  To.be  deprived  of  play  altogether,  and  of  conversation,  except 
with  those  of  this  grade^  or^  when  .aepefsaary^  with  those  with  whom 
diey  are  at  work. 

2.  Not  to  go  to  the  jsuporiotendi^nt'a  room. 

3.  Not  to  vote  at  the  elections* 

4.  Foi  &uk$  committed  whil^  iu^  this  gr;ad^^  mark?  or  degiadaticniw 

5.  Not  to  attend,  even  if  members,  th^.  deqUimipg  society.  \ 

Second  Mai  Grade.^^Th(M»^  yho  we  \p6siii9efy  and  rtguMfi  in- 
clined to  do  wrong.  Their  fairits  are  mmi*  fenltiB^!  often  '<»owimitt»tH 
or  a  balance  of  10  bad  matka.    TketpHttiattmeBtaiare,.      r       • 

1.  The  same  as  the  first  mai  grade.  \     ' 

%  Not  to  converse  with   any  boy»  except  when  AcfceMsy  about 

their  work. 

^  Not  to  speak  to  the  superintendent  except  when  peiinitted. 

4,  To  be  deprived  of  their  reguhr  seats,  and  kept  separate  fiyim 
others  under  the  sheriff  or  constable,'  and^  tievter '  to  '  be  diMnissed 
exeept  when  in  their  rooms. 

6.  To  be  deprived  of  any  extra  food.  .*>.•- 

^  For  faults  committed  while  in  diis  grade,  to 'be  degraded, 
uokfls  for  trifling  fiiults,,  which  may  be  settled  by  bad  ta&aii:^.      ' 

Third  Mid  Qrmk,  or,  as  itia  denominated  in  the  housje^  the  Second 
Mai  DitisioB.  Those  who  are  pa^Uive^^  regtdarly  apd  continuaUy 
inclined  to  do  wrong.  Their  &ulls  .^re  moral  faults  ofien  committed, 
or  a  single  instance  of  doing  wrsiig  without  any  other  motjive  than  the 
love  of  the  wrong.    The  punishments  are,     -     .,    ,•,...  j.j  , 

1.  The  same  as  all  otilerri.  ,(  •  ,     ,  ».« /v^i,    *,, ...» 

3.  Food,  bread  and  water.-     •     •    '     .1   .       .  , ..,/   ..1    ,. 
3.  For  mults '  convmittcd  awhile  iv  thi»  frai^,'itir  >J)etWkip|ied^i9i»iC 
brought  to  this  grtc^  fiir  any  dttra '^tok^  sock  as  j^migti  <UshoiiMy, 
profuie  swearilig,  he  ntey  be  w^pped  when  degtaded.v.O£Jalo.lhc 
whipping  has  been  entire})"diapensed  wiili.  <    <  *        :  1;.  m    ,  .     . 

In  accordance  with  thb  system  of  clkssiiiiatidn  ^  ttuk^  disci- 
I^ine,  the  house  is. managed:  and  it  does  npt  depehdon^'taf^ie^or 
partiality,  to  which  class  any  inmate  shaA  beldtlgT'^but  On  the  rec- 
ords. The  superintendent  and  his  assistant'  carry  not^  bOokit*;  Wnd 
Ibr  good  cpnduct  in  school,  for  faithfiil  labor  in  th^  ^p^,  and  ibr 
good  behavior  during  other  periods  bf'time,  a  ti^a!i'k  df  ttppfotlMion 
b  given ;  and  for  different  conduct  different  knarkd.  'To  these  fnatks  • 
is  attached  a  certain  value,  so  many  marks'  bein^  redeemed  hf  one 
favor  and  so  many  by  another,  and  good  marks  veing  cancelled  by 
bad  marks  when  there  are  any,  or  bj  degradation,  deprivation,  and, 
in  extreme  cases,  stripes.  .  This  simpFe  desigh  is  moM  eflbetual  in 
propuring  circumspection  and  reflection  in  the  mrhds  of  youth.  For 
if  a  child  perceives  that  records  are  regularly  kepit  of  his  oondtKt, 
which  are  to  be  examined  at  the  close  6f  eveiy  ^y,  b^  ire«fk,  and 
according  to  them  rewards  or  punishments  are  to  be  mwvded,  it 


hi0  a  fwwwifiit..  inflyepce  i»  resfxainiiig  evil,  anfi  pioducing  good. 
Il  is  in  its  vifluepce^  comparing  temporal  things  with  eteriud,  like 
dtttof  tbe  tribunal  of  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who  assures  us  in  his 
mtd,  that.^^^.ishaU  ^;.  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ, 
tkt  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according 
to  that,  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good' or  bad.'*  The  resulta  of 
this  system  of  obsetvattioii  and  Impartial  fiQCbuiA,  ot^cof  ding  to  charafitei^ 
za  settled  at  the  dose  of  stated  periods  of  time,  is  seen  ona  bvoad  sheeft^ 
vhere  it  i^ipears  at  a  glance;'sigainst  the  ^name  of  every  boy,  in  tvfakt  class 
be  is  j^fkced  ^uxord^g  to  the  scale  of  mor^  discipline.  Whether  in  the 
first,  second,  oj'ihird  of  <medietit  ieLflld  gbod  boys;  tH*  in  the  first,  ^cdnd, 
athirdof«sotifeli^fliMdlkdlx)5^.  ^^  ^    ,. 

We-')iii;ire^  ium  gWil^'a  ^enerqli  butline  pf  the.  division  of  time^and 
tb»  syMem  lof'^aMfiijiaioa  ibrr^  a^  .i^pftis^d  at  the 

iuose  of  reforiB|[tkn^''at'.8oiilk  {Boi^l6n,  4>f  the.purpose 'of  showing 
Inw  it  is,  that  vicious  boy«  are  tal^en  from  what  was  formerly  the 
\^^mfuJo,'}^  WiVff^  j4PA  *«.  gallows,  and  mide  to  undergo  *ich 
changes  in  a  comparatively  short  period  of  time,  ais  to  tender  them 
Stand  p<W?^^)V^f^  ^  .^  |^ppr^nti,9edji ,uid  to  secure  the  ^Xp^elii- 
^,  Iqi^^  pn,  e^lj^i^ice^t^  of  t'he  Whole  btiinW  thus  dt^renti- 
«04a^fiv(^ p^f  cenii^fY^iU (JQisappoint^^  Soiid bopes  and expectatioiJl  of 
their  guardians  and  benefactors.     ^'    '    '*    '  '   '^  •    ^  ■■  i      ' 

It  must  be  distinctly  perceived  that  in  this  .system;  ^  "fitiu'gHt  iridi 
Qiemi^e4,,ao4  ^f^igt^^nfi^^j^i ,^^^^^  is  a  tithe  Ibr  retirement,  a 
time  Tot  refft^tjpi^^jf  t^p  .for  rejigious  exercises,  time  for  ifefr^b- 
nien^«t  time  to^  instruction  in  sdiobl,  a  tune  for  kbor-i^a  constddt 
mdtiimi  sap^V^sic^',  ^il  strict' and '4itiparti&I  itoodnt^'i  imild.and 
jost  systefai'bCt^$,Vd$'aMd  imiiiiAimQnts;  and'  a  cenredi  knowledge}  of  4fe 
charac^  au'^!6bif^d  oT  efv^ry  inmate^  With  this  division  of  tii04»  lUBjd 
this  sjstiiisdF  lil^fitialidil  ^  ^6f^'  discipline^  i|  ougltt.  AOt  to  be.  sm^ 
prising  that  such  changes  ar^'JMrodueedi    <    .  \      ^ 

Gwd,  however,  as  the  system  has  b^cdi  pr^v^  b^  e?qp^i<^ce, 
*e  are  fully  aware,  that  much  depends,  on  /its  administratic^n,  And 
thifelbl^jiltter'l^reiit  jdcfi^uroltiik  aMiog  'lo^^i^  ,has.  alr^ad^r  been 
Myihef) Depend  o£  at-^oemitutlee.^. the,, city*  cqui^I^coii^i^rnmg  tl^e 
B(ip^<itideikJi".^:pniey  idfe  bC.iiy«iioii  itbfbt 'ity,firoul4  be^^difiieult  to 


IhQ.ipatroQ,  viiqf^  ff^vffted  a«id  useful  services  in  that  hotise,  wiU  not 
Baet,|)|eir  ^l^ypird  oi;^  eartji.  And  we  do  thik  the  tnore  eheeriMlf, 
^ittse.  y^']knowi,Jffon)  .ext^nsiv  observation,  that  the  amount  pt 
food  ac^^op^flijshed  i>y  pious  msLtrons,  ainoh^  females  '  ftrr^Med  iir 
€iiiQfi)  aQ4  ^committed,  either  to  houses  of  refbrmatioii  or  to  prisdH, 
i*  iaci^kiilable,  ai:^d  Worthy  of  highef  rewards '  th^  the  earth-  aifords. 
We  ari^l^u^^jj^ing  therefore  to  pass  ^mnbticed,  in  ^ttyinstltulioii  if 
Ae  kipjf),  fipe.^Q  wliiooi.f^  much  ais  on  any  other  indifMtMl  iD'h^ 
uu^  in4qi^«(OH  w,tiq«)  almpst  entiriel^  depends,  the  dDudotf -of  iM 

*«»*h»n?»te^:^<}u<* places.;,';  :.;; ,_  ;  •;, :;  _ ;  ■     ;     ,_   •  ;■  ;■  _ 
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We  doee  oar  notke  of  Uus  most  important  inatitttltott  i&  itsprmaai 
improved  chaneter  with  another  extract  from  the  last  report  of  the  di- 
t^eelon,  in  the  sentiment  of  whioh  vre  most  fully  eoncur*  "  On  a  generai 
▼iew  of  thi^  auhjett  it  has  often  been  auggeflted  by  the  friende  oC 
kuMianity,  that  the  sahitary  influence  of  this  institation  might  he  bmt 
mded  throughout  the  Stale/'  What  the  directors  hare  susgeet  as  im- 
portant to  be  provided  for  by  law  in  Massachusetts,  has  iJready  been 
done  in  New  xofk,  i.  e  tb  pvovide  ftr  the  extension  of  the  privil^es 
of  the  house  of  reformation  for  juTenile  ddinquents  not  only  to^  the 
city  in  which  it  is  kioated)  but  to  every  county  in  the  Stata  JBostoa  bat 
tiie  honor  of  giving  it  birth  asd  of  providing  entirely  for  ita  Biippoi*'^ 
it  is  on  example  of  the  same  magnanimity  in  peoviding  for  juveiiMe 
Minqnents,  iMMoh  the  -city  Jong  since^  and  for  many  succeetJimi 
years  up  to  the  present'  time^  baa  exhibited  in  providing  CQjaiai«B 
schools  for  all  classes.  In  New  York,  it  is  dffoe  in  part  ^  the  SiAfie  $ 
in  Pennsylvania,  it  is  also  4i>ne  in  ptxt  by  the  State ;  aoc^  in  both  the 
aifller  States,  all  the  counties  may  avail  themselves  of  Ae  privileges 
of  these  inestimable  houses  of  refoge.  Why  not  in  Hafsaachoeetto  t 
When  did  the  State  of  Massachnsetts,  moire  than  the  city  of  fioaioiiy 
lever  M  behind  its  neighbors  in  noble  acts  7  Not  in  the  oantest  ix 
liberty;  not  in  extending  the  benefits  of  education  lo  «tt  claatas ;  not 
in  humane  and  charitable  acts.  Nor  do  we  suppose  thai  any  ttua^ 
less  honorable  will  be  done  by  the  State»  in  reference  lo  Che  houee  of 
Tc^rmation  for  juvenile  delinquents.  Lei  the  jopiemlT^  of  the  Le- 
fislatnre  have  the  same  .  opportunity  rto  become  acquainted  witb  its 
merits,  is  they  have  had  in  becoming  accpiaiated  with  the  ipeiifb  of  the 
Deaf  and  Duimb  Asylum  at  Ilai]tford»  and  they  wiQU ,  as  cqrdially  avail 
themaehres  of  the  advantages  which  it  pnofiers. 

Greatly  as  we  love  to  linger  ab<Hit  this  and  sin^ilM  institations, 
Ive  must  leave  it/aad  pcoeeed  to  the  caDaiderati<?o  of  another  «ub- 
j^Le^  ,. ,  . 

IMPBISONMfiNT  FOR  PE^T, 

It  is  ]fis^  Jbcal  in  its  nature,  than .  the  place  which  we  ,9miga^  to  it  in 

-this  Report.    Tbe.res3on  is^  that  pur  acquaintance  with  we  subject 

\^w,  as  it  exista  i^  ]U[fL8sachu^^^^.     We  haye  n^ver  before. iDtrp4u- 

ced  it  at  all,  supposing  that  it  was  eipbarras^ed,:  with  ^i^BcuWes, 

which  we  conhi  not  dio^iniah,  .  B;;^  having  jna4^  a  niinute  examinatioD 

of  the  records  of  several  prisons  in  Ma88aqh,usetts,.we  shall  statei  eon^ie 

results  from  tl^ese  examini\tiona,  which  the  public  will  estimate.  ^  to 

.d^eir  value. 

.     Propifrtion  of  JOehU  under  $520.-*In  the  iir^  place,,  the  an^atlDees 

of  the  sum  fot  which  this  imprisonment,  often  takes  place,  is  mattar 

» of  entire  surprise*     In  one ,  prison,  out  of  tbirtyreeven  cases,  twen^ 

;Wore  for  fees  than  twenty  dollars.    In  another  prison,  out  o^.fbrtj 

cases,  twenty-two  were  for  less  than  twenty  dollars.     In  a  sister  ^tate, 

the  law  probibils  impriaonment  for  a  sum  less  than  $)3  33.    Sueh  a 

iaw  in  Miii^chusett^  would  diminish  the  cases  of  im(Nriaonment  for 

debt  nearly  one  half.  .    ^, 

Amount  of  Costs,  contpared  with  Amount  qf  Debts, — Again^  the 
amount  of  qp9)s,  in  comparison  with  the  debts,  was  a  matter  of  equal 
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flVprlsB.  In  tfighteen  cases  of  the  above  imprisonmeDt,  the  whole 
amomit  of  debts,  taken  together,  was  $165  66,  and  the  coats  $78  70. 
in  the  other  prison,  the  costs  couJd  not  in  all  cases  be  ascertained 
from  the  *  records ;  but  in  nine  oases  in  which  the  debts  together 
nmoanted  to  $66  61,  the  costs  amounted  to  $37  27.  In  all  these 
<s«0es,  the  average  amount  of  costs  was  more  than  half  the  average 
nnMMint  of  debt^. 

JjOss  ff  Time  tampared  with  Anurnni  of  Debts.^Agan^  the  term  of 
imprtsonment,  in  comparison  with  the  amount  of  debts,  was  matter  of 
no  less  surprise.  In  the  e^hteen  cases  of  imprisonment  above  men- 
tioned, in  which  the  whole  amoant  of  debts  was  $165  68,  the  loss 
M  time  was  29d  dajs,  which,  at  75  cents  per  day,  would  have  more 
aban  paid  the  debts.  In  the  other  case,  the  term  of  imprisonment 
of  nine  persons,  for  the  whole  amount  of  $66  61 ,  was  ^4  days, 
«Hif«ti,  at  32  cents  per  day,  would  have  paid  the  debts. 

Aminmi  Paid,  cmnpared  tmth  Aimutd  of  Debts, — ^Another  ob- 
vious rtsmark  relates  to  the  fruitlessness  of  these  eflbrts  to  collect 
debts  by  imprisalnn^it  In  one  prison,  out  of  forty-4wo  cases  of  im- 
prisonment, two  debts  only,  one  of  eleven  and  one  of  five  dollars,  were 
paid ;  w1)ich  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debts,  the  proportion  of 
1  to  141.  Thirteen  were  imprisoned  thirteen  months,  and  then 
^iseharged  because  they  had  nothing  to  pay ;  twenty  were  discharged 
because  nothing  was  paid,  and  the  creditor  would  not  pay  the  board 
WBj  kmger.  In  another  prison^  out  of  41  cases,  three  debts  were 
paid,  amounting  together  to  $43  08 ;  and  one  other  of  $2  44,  and 
costs  $4  85,  nearly  twice  as  much  as  -  the  debt ;  and  $5  on  another 
debt  of  $15.  While  fifteen  out  of  the  forty-one  were  imprisoned 
fifteen  months,  and  then  discharged  becanse  they  had  nothing  to  pay, 
.and  sixteen  by  their  creditors,  who  would  not  pay  ^etr  board. 

Effect  rf  the  Law  making  it  the  dmty  of  the  Creditor  to  pay  ^ 
board  of  the  Debtor. — Another  remark  relates  to  the  small  value 
attached  to  this  mode  of  collecting  money  by  the  creditor.  Since 
the  law  was  passed  in  Massachusetts,  requiring  the  creditor  to  pay 
the  board  of  the  debtor,  the  amount  of  imprisonment  for  debt  is  said, 
by'  some  of  the  jdilers,  to  be  diminished  owe  half.  If  ♦he  object  in  view 
-in  snch  a  proportion  of  cases  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  tfie  creditor 
to  pay  the  board  of  the  debtor,  is  it  sufficient  to  cause  the  person  of 
the  debtor  to  be  incarcerated  t 

As  we  sfcaU  ndt  have  occasion  to '  recur  to  this'  suhjtftct  again,  we 
yirSt  here  state  the  facts  in  regard  ttt  Imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Robme,  keeper  of  the  debtor's 
jailjn  that  city.  The  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment,  during  the 
year  1828,  was  10^.  The  debts  together  amounted  to  $26,409  32. 
"The  damages  to  $362,076  99.  '  The  amount  paid  in  jail,  $296  : 
which  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debts,  the  proportion  of  1 
«o  86;  and  to  the  amount  of  debts  and  damages,  the  proportion 
of  1  to  1313! ! 

We  have  stated  these  facta  on  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
rather  to  open  the  subject  for  further  investigation,  and  to  call  public 
attention  to  it,  than  because  we  think  tha*  any  diing  like  a  thorough 
investigation  has  been  made  6n  a  subiect  which  causes  the  imprison- 
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inent  in  the  United  States,  ^ccordiDg  to  tbe  hesX  estimajte^  we  are  able 
to  make,  of  75,000  persons  annually. . 

<  l^he  sums  for  which  they  are  imprisoned,  more  than  one  half  of" 
them,  are  less  than  tv;enty  dollars :  while  the  co§ta  are  more  than  one 
half  the  original  debts,  and  in  many  other  cases. qujeidruple  the  debts; 
and  the  time  Ibst  in  prison,  sometimes  at  80,  a^d  epme^e^  at  60 
cents  per  day,  would  pay  the  debts ;  and  the  amount  paid,  in  com- 
parison mitjh  the  amount  of  deb^^  is  sopnetii^es  one  dollar  to  eighty* 
fiye,  and  in  other  oases  not  one  to  one*  hundred  a^d  ibrty;,  while 
about  one  third  part  are  discharged  in  Massachusetts,  because  thej 
have  nothing  tp  pay,  and  another  third  because  their  bpard  i»  not 
paid  by  the  creditor,  as  the  law  r^quir^,  In  all  this,  we  have  said 
nothing  of  the  moral  injluence  of  the*  prison^,  upon  the  aevpnty-fiFe 
thojusand  persons,  who  are  thus,  annually  introduced  tp  a.  world  of 
crijsiinals.  Here  we  leave,  the  si^bject  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
pixiceed  to  the  consideration,  of  the 

CONNEXION  BETWEEN  PAUPERISM  ANI>  CRIME. 

.  This  is  a  subject  too,  which  we  have  iatro4uce4  in  this  pi^  pf  oqr 
Report,, because  we  hav:e  becoipe  a^cquainted  with  the  evils  of  it,  m 
consequence  of  what  iwe  have  seen  in  Massachusetts.  7he  State  of 
Massachusetts  appropriatea,  and  has  done  it  fpf  many  years,  about 
$^,000  annually  9»  a  3tate,  besides  what  is  done  in  tbe  towns,, for  the 
support  of  paupers*  In  some  of  the  larger  towns,  the  places  where  they 
^e  kept  are  so  constructed  and  n;)an^g^d,  that  the  poor  houses  are 
most  corrupt  and  corrupting.  .They  are,  nearly  as  i^urious  in  their 
influenoe  ,as  the  old.pepitentia^ie;?;  ,not  in  the^  arts. of  mi^hief;  but 
in  the  low  and  corrupting  vices-  •  The^e  is  sometimes  not  even  a 
separation  of  the  sexes.  We,  lui^ht  specify  large  and  extensive  ea^ 
tablishments,  which  are  now,  what  the  old  alms  hoijse  ii^  Bostop  was, 
Ik  kw  years  ago..  And  wf  could  give  a  detail  of  fact?,  )vluch  hare 
been  ascertaii^ed  from  carefu]  examination  .of  witnesses,  to  .which  we 
can  only-  allude,  in  this  place,  on  account, of  the  character  ,of  these 
fi^its,  Suffice  it.  tq  say^,  that  they  ar^  such  as  ,t9  ,deinaijul  immediate 
atteptiqn  fi;oip.  tt^.  towns,  and  thie  Stat^. .  The  p^iopleof  tb^  towo^ 
would  not  pount^na^ce.such  things,  if  they  were  Jciiiipwn,;  <^nd  the  Sta^ 
would  not  appropriate  its  thousands  annually  for  the  support  of 
j^abliahmeo;ts,  ivluch  9i^  nuisavces,  as  ;ni|qh  ^9  Itl^e,  ,o(d  .^ti^  prison. 
They  are  nurseries  of  vice, .  They  are  sonsietin^as,.intfoduotoiy  to^and 
sometimes  receptacles  £rpm  the  prison.  There  is  often  an  alternation 
from  alms  house  to  prison  and  6qn^  prison  to  alms  house.  We  have 
pot  stated  ,the  facts  in  detail  which  axe  known  to  us,  nor  shall  we  do 
it  in  this  place  and  at  this  time,  but  if  the  character  of  the  establish- 
-ments  is  not  altered,  from  which  these  facte  are.  gathered,  tney  will 
be  exposed  in  their  nak.ed  deformity.  Publicity  will  correct  the  evils, 
jf  other  means  fail.    ' 

«  With  this  brief  notice  of  the  connexion  between  pauperism  and 
orime,  as  it  exists  in  Massachusetts,  we  leave  our  notice  of  the  intei- 
-ests  of  prison  discipline  in  the  State,  only  adding,  that  a  new  jail  is 
.^building  in  ^New  Bedford,  on  a  plan  furnished  by  the  Society,  which 
.wiU.  aSorii  faciUtiea  for  separationjinapeotioin^  instructm  and  labor. 
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Crimiui  Lour  ef  Rhode  Isknd.-^ln  Rhode  Island, '  there  is  no 
Peoitentiary.  The  criminal  code,  •  therefore,  remains  in  some  of  its 
Moody  provisions.  Seten  trime^  are  punished  with,  death,  and  for 
eight  others  the  ptiirishment  i^  as  follows  t  to  foe  set  in  the  pil* 
iorr,  and  while  there  to  have  a  piece*  of  each  ear, cut  olT;  to  b^ 
hiaded'with  the  iettei^'O. ;  to^be  imprisoned  not  more  than  six 
yeare;  to  be  finled'  not  exceeding  $4,000','  or  any  or  all  of  said 
punishments.  The  crimes  for  which  these  pnnishments  may  be 
iDflieted,  a^e  those  against  the  "paper  currency,  and  current  coin, 
Rich  as  parsing '  counterfeit  "mohey  or  hating  it  in  possession,  or 
coQdlerfeitiikg  '  the  Partem  ^in  of  h&itin^  it  in*  po^seeeion.  The 
punbhmentfor  perjWyTsJ  a  fln^  ujotei^ceedh^g  $1,000;  plaiced  in  th^^ 
pillory  not  more  tbah  four  hour^';  cropped  and  branded;  Impriiaoned 
wtmorfi  tkati  three  years,  or  awy  or*  all  of  said  punishments.'  The 
punishment '  for  berrning  houses,  barns '  iand  outhouses,  the  bunting 
of  which  shall  not  amount  to  arson,  is  a  tihendt  exceeding  $5,000; 
imprisonipejiU,  noit  ^xcf^ediog  ,ftv&  ye^rs^set  in  the  pillory;  cropped 
QQ  both  ears  while  on  the  pillory,  and  branded  with  the  letter  B. 
The  pdhiiihment'  for  ttnother  cringe  is,'tO'be  eturried  to  the  gallows 
in  t  cart,  and  seated  on  the  gallows  riot'  more  thatl'  three  hour^,  and 
tlien  to  the  comfAon  jail,  there  «6  be  c6hfin€/d  not  more  than  three 
yean,  add'to  be  fihed  hot  exceeding  $1,000.  The  punishment  for 
dueflihg,  x^n  detfth  does  not  ensue;  is  to  be  c«rried  poMicly  in  a 
ttrt  to  the  gaHdws,  with  a'  rope  about  kht  neck,  and  set  there  for  one 
fcouf,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both. 
The  piiifishment  for  bigathy,  is  to  be  s(»t  on  the  giaHoWd  ohe  hour, 
vith  a  rope  arouud  thi&  n^k';  tobe'finM  not  exceedih^  $1,600,  ttnd 
to  be  imprisoned  hot  eXJceedihg  two  years.  And  white  th^  |iuhish- 
nent  a^fil^  the  pftper  currency,  or  the  current  Coin,  nitty  be  sitting 
in  the  piHory  ;  beings  idt'opped  ftud  branded ;' fined  and  rrnprisoned; 
there  are  two  other  crimes  agdinst  the  dearest  intereatr  of  mordity 
ad  rrrttid,  arid'  'domestic  "happim^sfe;  il  e.  adiihei^  and  Tortication, 
thieh'iird  bumsiKed,  the'  one  with ^  Ime  not  exceeding  $200,  and 
inpttsonment*'libt'ex6eedirig 'Six  months;  hnd  the  other,  with  a  fine 
»A  'exfcyed1tig"'$5;' aUd'  with  Tmpriioiiment  taot  exceeding  diX  da^s. 
With  this'  hoti<^e  of  the  c^iiiiittal  law  in  Rhode  Island  we  leave  the 

Ntw  BIMe 'Priiiah  at  iVyiRef^dd;-Cort^.^lt[  Connecticut,  the' new 
priaoff  U' ' Wethfersfield'  is  iu  successfhl  operHtioh.  Ooirernor  Tdmlih- 
»n,  ill  ins' 'message  to  the"  Legislature  on  the  7th  of  May,  1829,  not 
only  gi(4s  a  ^HJcalaT' statement  of  its  condition,  bat  suggests  certain 
•Iterations' In  the  fcfiminai  law  tbutihing  the  subject  of  just  penalties, 
the  eo^netibtt  between  pauperism  and  crime,  aM  the  condition  <tf 
i^etiil^  delinquents.  We  gitre  the  substance  bf  the  Aiessage  as  it 
«lates  tb  khese  Subjects,     fte'saya, 

'*Tothe  administration  of  penal  law  a  watchful  eye  should  be  extended»,as  It 
«iects  ^Kke  |*et«oaa!  Vber^,  ttnd'pttbliepeaei  and  safety.'  Th«  )>rimary  object  of 
P«hhfflttit b  tD  preveBt  the  oomniiarioa  of  ediaeiL  It  hiay  be  aceoinplished  cdlher 
^  tosp^M^iiigf th^  a)]#lity,  or  ^ra4ifi^t|ng,  ^o  d|s|iosi4Qa  to  ofiend.  To  reform  the 
criaiM  i^  fi  matter  of  £ceat  interest*  ^    .      ^ 

ISmpbiment  at  haM  labor,  *ln  siten<^^,  and' floHtary  confinement  dnHng  fUe 
peiMW^it^C^  ^Mk  tiidral  aaff  Mllgi^m'inMraeUifft  and  aditi4oilft<Mi»  gliF^pr^ttMe 
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of  success  in  this  philanthropic  work.  An  approximation  to  its  fulfilment  has  been 
made  at  our  state  prison,  which  is  believed  to  be  unprecedented,  and  aflhrds  the 
highest  satitfaetion.  In  producing  it,  the  immediate  and  petMD^  "^Boey  of  ttm 
warden  of  the  priaoD  is  manifeft  His  judicioua»  faithful,  persevering,  and  benavo- 
lent  lahon  in  that  capaoity.  deserve  public  commendation. 

The  accounts  of  tne  warden,  audited  according  to  law  for  the  year  ending  on 
tiie  Slstof  March  last,  exhibit  an  actual  gain  to  thelnstitution,  after  deducting  evwy 
kind  of  expense  «tteiiding  its  management  and  suppert  fiir  (he  mant  period*  of  three 
fhmisHiid  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  doUara  and  forty-one  cents.  The  report  of 
the  directors  will  oommunicate  the  proper  detailed  infermaticm  regarding  the  opera- 
tions  which  have  produced  this  gratifymg  result. 

f  n  a  former  communication,  the  propriety  of  fixing  wMi  preeisloiD  the  petlod  #f 
confinement  for  each  oflfenee  jpunishaMe  by  impnaonmeBt  in  the  etate^  prisea*  wa 
piesented  to  the  attentiDn  ok  the  general  aesemhlyr  Subsequent  experience  and 
information  have  stren^^ened  the  opinion  then  expressed.  The  shortest  period  ol 
confinement  being  limited  in  only  a  few  cases,  very  unequal  punishments  may  be 
inflicted  for  crimes  of  the  same  cinaracter.  Such  inequality  is  contrary  to  the  etpirit 
of  our  initlt<:rtions.  As,  acconiing  to  the  eonstitiation,  no  penKoi  can  tie  deprired  of 
hit  liberty,  hui  by  due  course  of  law,  so  the  extent  <i  such  deprivAtion  ought  to  be 
fixed  by  law.  Persons  have  been  sentenced  for  the  short  space  of  six  months,  in 
■ome  instances,  while  in  others  the  period  of  confinement  has  been  extended  to  ten, 
fifteen  and  twenty  years,  and  to  the  term  of  the  criminal's  natfiral  Hfb. 

Sentences  to  the  prison,  for  short  periods,  in  eonseqoenoe  of  die  usual  iq»bility 
of  the  prisoners,  in  such  oases,  to  perform  any  profitable  labor,  occasion  considerable 
ex|»ense  to  the  State,  without  much  probability  of  effecting  their  reformation, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  penitentiary  discipline.  Returning  to  society  with 
no  moral  Improvement,  but  with  the  infamy  of  a  conviction  for  an  ignominioas 
oifonce  resting  opon  hfm,  the  convict  easily,  and  as  experienoe  ptoves,  but  tno  fre« 
quently  ainks  into  more  aggravated  and  desperate  guilt.  On  the  ccmtrar^,  ezem* 
plary  sentences,  extending  to  very  long  periods  or  for  life,  depress  and  dishearten 
the  prisoner.  Permitted  scarcely  the  slightest  prospect  of  restoration  to  society, 
despair  may  render  the  prisoner  incorrigible,  and  his  reformation  hopeless. 

The  subject  is  not  free  from  difficulty.  It  is,  however,  recommended  to  your 
consideration,  alike  by  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  a  regard  to  policy  and  justice. 
Although  there  is  no  standard  by  which  the  punishment  of  crimes  of  like  nature,  but 
of  different  aggravation,  may  be  measured,  yet,  by  fixing  the  shortest  and  longest 
period  of  confinement  for  each  offence,  the  desirable  uniformity  of  punishmreut,  for 
which  our  criminal  code  faila  sufficiently  to  provide,  would  be  efiiBetad.     • 

Among  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners  in  the  state  prison,  Uiere^  aj« 
oi|e  hundred  and  two  under  the  age  of  thirty,  and  twenty-four  short  of  twenty 
years. — This  statement  strongly  impresses  the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  the 
correction  and  reformation  of  juvenile  offenders,  and  the  punishment  of  miiiorofi^<A 
ces.  Such  oflfenoes  often  go  unpunished,  in  consenumee  of  dm  want^of  si  mode  ol 
pnushment,  which  is  susl^ned  by  public  opinion.  J^y  the  impunity  tbu«  occasioned* 
tl^  young  offender  is  encouraged  to  perpetrate  crimes  of  ercater  enormity,  confirmed 
in  guilt,  and  driven  from  society  to  the  state  prison.  Tne  evil  Is  extensivelv  &1t, 
and  needs  attention.  "Whether  It  may  be  corrected,  by  the  establishment  m  tirorir 
htfoses  or  houses  of  correction,  on  a  plan  more  enlarged  ^than  thsiconlemplnted  by 
Ute  existing  law ,  if  a  fit  sulject  of  inquiry.  Such  institutions,  when  prqpcRliy  organ- 
ized and  conduQted,  by  cultivatine  industry,  mav  be  made  effective  in  arresting  the 
progress  of  vice,  and  rescuing  youthful  offenders  from  infamy  and  ruin.  By  fumlsning 
employment  for  the  idle,  and  compelling  them  to  work,  society  may  be  relieved  fitmi 
the  burden  of  their  support,  as  well  as  from  their  depredations  upon  private-praperty^ 
and  dieturbance  of  the  public  peace." 

In  addition  to  the  statement  by  the  govembr  eoneerning  tfie  new 
prison,  we  gather  the  following  important  and  interesting  fiiets,  front 
die  reports  of  the  directors,  warden,  and  physioian.  During  the  past 
year,  corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted ;  religiou0  instruo 
tion  has  been  furnished  morning  and  evening,  and  on  the  Sabbath ; 
and  a  Sabbath  school,  which  the  directors  say  promises  to  be  a  ueeful 
addition  to  other  means,  has  been  Ibrmed.  There  haa  been  little 
nckneas  and  not  one  death  in  eighteen  months.    Tliere  haa  been  an 
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iBcrene  of  pnaopeni,  i.  e.  nine  more  than  the  number  at  one  tiaic 
It  Newgate,  and  twelve  more  than  the  average  number  of  commit* 
OKOta  in  the  years  '22,  '23,  and  '24.  The  causes  assigned  by  the 
direetors  fer  this-  increase  of  coDvicts  in  Connecticut,  are,  1st  While 
the  records  of  the  old  prison  show  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  con- 
nets  amsmaDj  by  death  and  escape ;  the  records  of  the  new  prison 
sfamr,  thaJttiiere  has  been  no  deaUi  in  sixteen  months,  and  no  escape 
ance  the  estaUishmcfbt  of  the  institution.  2d.  The  eomts  have  given 
boger  sentences.  3d.  The  juries  are  more  willing  to  convict,  oti 
aocoimt  of  the  refamalory  character  of  the  new  prison.  4th.  By  a 
law  of  the  last  year,  persons  guilty  of  theft  over  a  certain  aanount,  are 
subject  to  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison,  and  under  the  law  thus 
altered,  convictions  have  taken  phice.  5th.  An  unusually  small  num- 
ber of  ccxivicts  have  been  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  sentence 
dariif^  tftie  last  year.  The  directors  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  increase  of  crime,  though  there  ba»  been  a  smihil  increase 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  in  the  state  prison. 

The  directors  present  as  an  evil,  demanding  a  remedy,  the  sun 
pdfitng  diTersity  of  punishments  ibr  the  same  crime.  For  a  given 
crhne  agninst  the  person  of  a  female,  several  convicts  have  been  sen- 
traced  for  lijfe,  and  others  for  three,  four,  and  five  y^ars.  For  the 
Clime  of  burglary,  there  are  several  for  three  years,  and  others  for 
four  ■ion4h&  And  a  case  is  presented,  in  which  a  maA,  in  a  quar- 
rel, or  under  some  sudden  excitement,  assaulted  and  killed  another, 
was  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  imprisoned  three  years ;  while 
another  person,  under  the  influeuce  of  similar  excitement,  wounded  his 
aatagonisty  but  did  not  kill  him,  and  he  was  imprisoned  for  life*  The 
directors  recommend  the  alteration  of  the  criiniDal  code,  sa  as  to 
render  punishments  more  just  and  equal. 

As  it  req>ects  the  imprisonment  of  females,  the  directors  say,  the 
experience  of  another  year  has  confirmed  us  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is 
impioper  to  oonftne  females  in  the  same  prison  with  malM;  tn^ess 
a  sepiarate  department  is  organized,  to  be  placed  under  the  care  of 
a  matron. 

In  respect  to  the  peeuniary  affairs,  of  the  institution,  they  recom- 
nod  ^e  most  vigilant  inspection  by  a  committee  of  Che  Legislature 
fo  prerent  mal  practice :  and,  at  the  same  time,  show  that  the  old  prison 
at  Kevgale  cost  the  State  annually,  for  ^n  years  previous  to  its  aban-' 
doDHiesit,  98,400^;  while  the  new  prison  has  produced  an  income 
of  tl^oao  17' for  the  fir^t  «ix  months,  and  t^,299  41  for  the  last  year» 
above  every  expense ;  making  a  difference  to  the  State  of  (11,629  41, 
which  in  three  years .  will  defray  the  whole  expense  of  building  the 
new  prison. 

It  appears  by  the  warden's  statement,  that  the  whole*  expense  of  the 
JRititntfea,  for  salary  of  officers,  food  and  clothing  of  convicts,  medi- 
cal attendance,  medicine,  &c.  dLc,  was  $5,876  13,  which,  on  suppo- 
otaoa  that  tha:  average  numbpr  of  men  was  120,  as  stated  by  the 
pbyascian^  makes  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  each  convict  per 
day,  13^  cents,  or  $48  65  a  year.  And  according  to  the  same  state- 
aoeoty  the  whole  eiqpeiiae  for  food  was  4  cents  and  8  mills  per  day.  ^  The 
evidence  whether  the,  food  was  wholesome  and  sufiBcient^  is  in  the 
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health,  and  bill  of  mortality,  and  the  amount  of  labor,  the  net  proceeds 
of  which  we  have  seen. 

•  The  physician's  report  states,  that  the  average  nnmber  of  men  for 
two  years  has  been  130 ;  during  which  time  there  has  been  only  one 
death,  and  none  during  the  kst  eighteen  months;  that  the  bdl  of 
mortality  in  the-  European  prisons,  which  are  considered  heahhy,  is 
about  1  to  30  or  36.  That  the  unoommon  heaJthineis  ^  the  Can- 
neoticat  stater  prison  is  owing,  Ist,  To  rtgukr  and  unjibrni  diet  and 
strict  temperanoa  2d,  To  thorough  ventilation  «Dd  uniftNrm  tem^ 
ptrflSureof  the  shops  and  night  roomsw  dd,«  To  ognstantand  reguhir 
employment  during  the  <iay. 

•  The  fiiod  of  the  convicts  ie.one  pound  of.  beef,  one  peund  of  In-ead, 
aenJany  pofeatoeaas  they  ms^.  requirei^  being  about  five  -bushels  to  a 
hundred  rations,  to  which  is  added  for  supper,  a  porridge  made  tA' 
grocChd  pease  and  conMueel  «o<  regolateJ  that  eaoh  shall-  be  amply 
supplied,  and  with  very  litde  variation  the  same  throaghoiit  the  year. 

The  drink,  while  in  health,  is.  cold  water  only.    Tolhesti^and 
iadispoeed,  coffee,  tea,  milk,  and  other  prc^r  food  and  ^rink.  ' 

'*^11i^  opinion,**  mye  the  phyrfelati/<^*  Which  has  so  lon^  and  so  exte'nsxvelj  pre- 
WiB«d,-  that  ipiiltuouB  liqueffB  oould  not  be  suddetilv  riMuioon«d  with  a^etv,  has,  in 
th^  expariafiee«f  this  iiuititulieny'hten  completaly  c6fttted.  iOf  the  I0oct>irrk«« 
oomnutted  to  the  prison  sinee  ity  establishment,  ninety  ba.ve  ackjipvledgVMd  thM»- 
eelves  to  have  been  intemperate^  or  are  known  to  have  been  so.  Some  of  these 
Were  veteran  drltakets,  and  one  m  addition  to  spltitir  had  for  17  Vears  tfeed  farge 
qoantitiBSiof  opiamt-  These  prieenem  wet«  deprived  of  epirHs  kt'once,  ^thont  » 
^b^tDte.  Tttose iodividuaU  iniWhqfXkUMD  hoiMt.wa^  WnffiOeet^metitMilferfld  a 
temporary  loss  of  appetitei.and  almostpverwhelming  anguisii}  ^r  the  ivaot  4>i  ihak 
accustomed  fttimnlus,  which  seemed  for  tho  time  to  supersede  every  other  evil 
eMm'ieteied  wioi  theMr  eohfinemem.  Bat  by  attetitSre  watching^;  the-^lsc  of  cofTeo 
«ad  niitntieiis  and  whokflDme  diet,  the  apj^stite  wae'Sebn'iflip«(iv«d,>«<i4  tiiler  a 
whilp,  gxeatly  ipcreased ',  the  craiaitf  for  spirit  graduftUjr  aidNidedi  apdwftar  •oimi 
time  had  elapsed,  they  acknowled|£;ea«n  improyement  in  their  feelings^ iiic^^se  of 
bodily  strength,  and  vigor  of  mlncT  Hiese  fdcts  aj'e  important ;  and  it  is  hoped  will 
have  an  kifluenee  ittcetveotin^a  Very'ffeitoraltkdetttke  ifM. hii-p^tiUhn^;  that  tlie 

Sei^iav  dissAsee  of  dmnkarda  AM^lfBh&'  to  coine  ml  afadUoHly; 'if  tfmm  he  ebth- 
nly  <4>an4^^'    ^^^  ^^  erromeons  ifuprassiffa  i^miy  h^«>«  rgeji^j  to  sub*- 
■titutes,  which  only  changed  the  stimulus  without  remQTing  the  habit'|    ^ 

.  The pbysicilMA'adiia^  'Mur^ference'Co  ihie.iheakfeof'Aheiinitiintion, 
tlu4.  in.  additapa.itOi  former  expedielita.ffor  iventiiliticiii,i>ai:fiinuiKe  h» 
b^i^  fiOl^truiCted  for- >  tho  donUe  bfajeo^toit  reguiatin^ilhertesspGraCnrd 
of, the  prisoq*  and.  still  imone  kuportantyiof  ibrping^a  iOCMBtaaisdppl^ 
of  &€v4i  air  into  thie  great\}iall/f<^  .     -  .^m  t.,:    .. ;.    .,    :i»  ,  l/. 

.In  regard  to  ea^ptoymeiH  %9  condueWo.to  insaHk)  H^anei^eryBarV' 
e^qwrieocfy."  lie  aays,  '*  has  jconfinmed  .all  due  foroMir  opiniom  on  the* 
sitlyectj  an4  sa^aAed  os  of  the  impertauoe  of  labor,  hoth-ie  health  awd- 
di^iiyiois." .        -  .    '  , '  111. 

Thus  we  dose  the  notice  of  this  noble  institution. 

Aifk  auxiliary  prison  discipline  society  was  lermtd^inHintfiwd  hat 
siuniner,.of  which  the  Hon-  William  W>  EUiBWeitfa.is  PneaideHt,  an< 
Seth  Terry,  Esq.  Secretary,  for  the  puiipoee  of  conoperating  witia  the 
^oqton. Society,  in  p-eaerviag  aaid.  extending  the  ioipMived  priiDn  din* 
c^ni^  ii^  Cooneoticut^  As  the  governor  ,  has  intfodineed  ta  hie 
n^^aiBfiiga  the  importan^^  of  a  iieviAion  of  the.icrinuBal^cod^  in  aoBan'. 
p^Diifi^Ds ;  the  ^xtei^ion  of  (the  impseved  system  of  >prtflenxikciplaee 
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tm  woA  booiea^  fbr  the  better  emplqyment  «iid  reformation  of  the 
▼icioas  poor ;  and  the  importance  of  providing  anitaUe  mtana  fiir  the 
H'iwiaiioii  of  jnvenile  delinqufints,  the  anziliar j  society  has  opened 
tD  it  a  fine  field  of  uaefiifaieflB ;  and  we  are  ecqiecting  improvemenle 
ia  the  State^  correipondiag  with  thoee  made  at  the  stale  prison,  whieb 
afaall  pKseni  Gooneetiout  as  a  model  for  imitation  in  its  prisons  ami 
poor  houses,  its  criminal  and  pauper  kws,  and  in  its  provisions  for 
jwenile  deboqaents.  Let  ue  see  a  state  prison  like  that  at  Wethers* 
fiel«^  ^rith  a  criminal  code  adapted  to  its  general  prinoipies;  nndm 
poor  lioQaa  for  every  cottnty  of  ^le  same  fsniaral  character,  wbeie  these 
shall  be  as  much  health,  cleanliness,  discipline,  lahor,  mststtotio^ 
asidi  ^reftnaatioB;  and  besidiM  alltthis,  a  house  of  refiige for  juvenile  •de- 
iiaqneoii^  and  We  wiU  rejoioe  even  more  than  we  do  now  over  Cot^ 
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J^risam  e^  AubmrHf  JVl  Y^,'ntore  tktm  smppmUng  difsjf.«*^In  New 
Yorfc^  the  objeelB  of  this  Society  hsre  excited  great  interest  for  sev- 
eral ypnis ;  and  the  Slate  is  now  witnessing  the  benefits  whieh  result 
fion  a  proper  and . benetolent  attention  to  this  subject  Theprisonai 
Aabnm,  during  the  last  year,  with  570  inmates  at  its  dose,  earned  more 
than  enough  to  defray  all  the  expense  of  its  suf^rt  The  expenses 
wwe  •9^371  84,  the  earning  936,908  81,  making  ^profit  to  the 
Siflte,  wfterdsdoctiiig  every  expense,  $3,336  07. 

XXictpAM  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  as  iUustraUd  when  the  buildings 
were  md  jCr€>— The  discipline  of  the  instimtion,  to  secure  such  a  re?> 
soil,  would  be  supposed  good;  beta  single  fiict  will  place  it  in  a 
streiiger  li^.  At  midnijgfht,  during  the  last  year,  there  was  a  cry  of 
fire.  It  was  soon  ascertamed  thaX  it  was  in  the  prison.  An  extensive 
shop,  filled  with  combustible  materiids,  directly  under  the  eaves  of  the 
Botih  wrmg^'  in  whieh  were  confined  SSO  convicts  in  separate  cells, 
was  in  flames.  The  fire  spread  with  great  rapidity,  and  yery  aeon 
commipiicaled  witl^  the  windows, of  the  building. in  which  the. convicts. 
wufc^Aoohed  op;  and  before  any  progress  could  be  made  in  arresting 
k,  die  AttMs  faonit  through  the  windows,  and  threatened  the  convicts 
in  their  night  cells  with  suflbcation.  The  keepers,  at  the  hazard  of 
tkdiiTim»^''niihedvtbbo^h  fikie«nd8mokfe,^aaid  sue^l^ed  in  unlocking 
siMiy  «#oPiviand  ahsohnged  iHto^- the- yard  at  midnight  660>  con  victim. 
Two^  mvfanes  bad. -now  been  opened  to  th^  street,  through'  either  of' 
wk^h  the*. eoMOls. might  have*  escaped  m  the  confttsion  of  pasiing' 
water,  and  the  passing  and  repassing  of  oitizena.  Inst^ttd,'  hoWeVe^^' 
af 'stietDpiiiV' to  ekatp^^  <they  faha^  a  inost'  eflMeat  fire  oMilpahy, 

die  flsnea,  and,'wheia  this  was  done,  were  found  in  their 
i;  nd  etie^haviftf^  attempted  to. escapie.    The  ehaphin,  in  view 
of  thie   fiict,  says,  "my  attachment  to  my  people  is  constantly  in^ 


R^KmuiUn  »f  €)immcts  at  AvUmrn^-^xk^  being  the  focts  in  re> 
^■d  aw  dwci^line,  and  the  piroceeds  of  labco',  the  question  arisM, 
wbether  there  is  evidenee,  after  their  diseharge,  of  its  being  refonnfr*' 
tstTk  IstaOigenoe  has  been  received,  during  the  last  year,  in  answer' 
t»  letsers  ad&osscd  to  post  masters  and  sherift,  in  all  parts  of  the 
of  New  Yoek,  concerning  twohmidred  and  she  diitohaigjMl  ooer ' 
;  ^Twdiom  one  hniMlred  and  forty^six  are  reformed.     Ootteehl>^. 


«ig  mu^of  tile  140  here  mentkfued,  inferntttion  hat  been  JetjrtycJ 
livee  yeitie  int  sHecegBiott,  giving  them  the  same  ehluraetef ;  and  sbme 
of  them  the  character  of  decidedly  pious  men.  Thuee  ytwn^fo^  Ibis 
iMem  of  ini^uiry^  concerning  discharged  coni^icts  wtfs^  first  instituted. 
The  first  ymf,  k  brouglit  &vorahl^  tetarns  oottcenung  SSt ;  tbe  s^oood 
fear»  eeiMSeniing  112  7  and  te  third  year/ as  already  stated^  ODncem- 

There  is  aMher  blina  of  ftibts  imyving'  tW;  sanus  thing  towtxndnf^ 
tiM  reftMlJjitor^  chattioter  iof  tbe  pSrisori  at  Atybimi.  The  io«oi]Mnil- 
mencd  ib  1^87^  out  oT'^ar,  w^«e  obly  fOi,    Aiitd  in  l8^;«Mi«  of  1(70, 

-  ifiUi«ri^'^/4Jle':4tt&ttrii  Pnko>r.-iTUe1leiMh  dT  thp  iAsthdtfaitt,  too, 
i»  remattcaMe  >The  ekses  of'sicitahb^in'the  liospild;  bi^,on  ail 
•vera^'l!  tb  lOO^'a^e^rdinyto  the  phjfsiei^n'k  report;^  and  thedtttlis  1 

'"''Sjistiem''^  jAistrttaihim.-^he  sysfem  of  iust^uetiQa  fer  mvhJ  diatA- 
fiine;  bj;'  the^ttUmth^s^^odlr  foy'pubile  ^tsHijp;  f>y  peiaonal  r«ii- 
ffious  can¥ersaik>nr;  and:  by  evening  piraye^  oo^ar-  tlie  nneeat^vg 
3kleiiriMldf  theteskDenft.chai^n/is  aa  it'shotdd  be.  IW agenit'nnd 
the  inspeetorts,  in  their  official'  repott,  acknoWh^^  thelt  ^ligHtaoits  ibr 
fhe  dMi<eet;'filitiiari  ^d  b^n^ialiierviciss  df  the'  Ker.  B.  Ip.  SniMi, 
the  resident  chaplain,  in  preparin'j^  ^rahidh)^  pllhfe '  docinilQlts  eon* 
ceming  reformed  cottticts,'  ahd  "hr  alt  ihi^  'dbtifes  tt>ph>nriiie  to  his 
department ;  especially  in  snperint^d^tfr  of  the  a^bbaft  school, 
aisting of  125.  .-.-,./ .,v/i  ,-..  -1  ;i.  :■' .. 

fovorn^.— Ail  #e^  hhtve  "hefoh;'  de^rib^  tiite  prison  at  A^btrrn,  with 
gtiMpartietildttity,  in  tegttfd'to  its' const^biidn  and  dlsci^e;  ckn 
object  has  now  been  only  t6  ^^dhibk^itt  hnp^in^  chir^ter,  and  to 
show  thai  We'tfee  nO  r^ascMs  tbi'  chiin^hg  W  toidlon^  ex^^t  Bram 
fiiToraUe  to  more  &Tora1^,  t^nit^nihiyr  ^i  histliiitibn:       ' 

Inereeue  of  Convicts  to  be  attriBta^  M  the  iHtMst  qf^^[)kriiar;ys — 
It  has  been  perceived,  that  ^niltiiber'bf  contlM  has  tn^ased  nt 
Auburn*  This  is  not  owing  to  the  increri^'bf  driltLe;blit  to  the 
crease  of  territory,  which  by  law  has  been  anthorfzdd  to  iend  its 
nets  to  Auburn.  So  that  while  Auburp  has  'mct€iM6,'i&  vM 
in  New  York  has  dimiftf^hed!'"'  •"^•"  "■•  '*'  '^   '  '''"'  '^  '.;      ; 

Progress  of  the  Buildings  at  Singmtlg,  ^l^.^Y.^'Ok^isM  ni  Simg 
Sing,  35  miles  above  the  city  of  Ne#TbiV;  oil  thb  east  baM^  of^  riTer, 
has  been  rapidly  adnMdM^  dMi^  UtiiS  last  yeit  ^  400  <^hf  haVhur  bcm 
iklded'to  the nunAiifihen  built', makhi^ih^'#hb}etittmbet^edO;V^^ 
a  hospital  and  kitchen,  and  prepartattoits  haVhig  been  Made  Ibr  e^e^Ott^' 
extensive  workshops  and  a  efortimddiOUsfcfikpeL    '         .     .    t:     : .(. 

Heahh  of  the  Prism  at  8ing'S(iit^.—'rht  hedtfa  of  the  IhidtMiMi^ 
tin  a  laorge  ntimbei'  of  8J6k  convicts  #i^e  t^nifloVed  to  lt''ftoiA''N«w 
Tork,  was .  fttorahTf  indicated  1)y  the  fact,  that  nro'  {ter  cent  6Mf 
were fonnd  in*  th^  hbspital';  and  ttie  liumter W^l^tfis,  nbta^Hlttttfndit^ 
th«  nambefof'Slck  Inou^ht  irotin  PleW  YWk,  has  h^  ^\y  fr^cetfC  ; 
Mile  in  the  oM  pri^n  in  <  Netr '  Vork;  from  whfcfc  the  conWt^ 


lM^omd  to  mtg  8iilg;'9t  VttHed,  'forr  ec^s^'bf  "ydlM, 'fttmt'6  ttr  IO*p«r 
dentr  annnafiy.    Biateen  hiite  dM  at  filng  Miig;  dtiriftj^'tM^  yeaa* ; 


O 


niiie  of  whom  were  aniong.  the  ni(^]i  rcu^ovcd  fnn  Niq^?  York ;  Gat 
only  out  of  more  than  five  hundred  others^  whicJb  is  not  one  per 
cent.,  having  diecL  / 

Sj^;fieiu  of  In-tructton  qt  Smg  Sing^ — In  respect  to  moral  imd 
religious  instruction,  t]ie  comini^igncri),  Messrs.  Ilppkins,  Tibbefa 
c|id  Allen,  say,  in  their  report  to  ,tli9  Lcgis^^re,<  dated  JiM^uary  14lh^ 
*'  The  prisoners  have  not  the  same  advantages  they  will  havo-  wken 
a  pro{|£r,.aparti»ent  is  finished  foi;  a.  ^bap^l  imd  school, room.  One 
rdjgfous  servioe  is  usually  celebrated  by  the.  SXjqv,  Mrt  B^rretti  tte 
cha^I«iny.on»th<3.  Sabbath,  in  Uie  h^l.or.aroa;  of  tl^Q  prison,  betwoeil 
the  ceils  and  outer  wali,  where  the  convicts  attend  standing  ]Dp  ,tbe 
parempat  anc^  gaUeries  in  jGfont  pf  thpir  ct;!!;^.  ,A{priiJDtig  ^4  ^vexkng 
prajsrs  are  usually  at  tended,.  i)^t  not  always,  Evc;:y(prisQner,l)aa  a  B^ 
We-  Mr,,Barji:ett  is  ^^^kijlg  grpat. (wcertig^^  V^l  ^^'^f^t^.tlwf  to  ipadj  .wJ» 
are  i^orant,  wliich  Iic  does  by  the  use  of  the  Bible  only,  as.a  school  * 
hook,  teaching  then^  a,t  t^q.giiite  of  their  Tell  df^^  U?  kas.giv«»»  us 
^atem^nts,  whick  l9a.ve  no.doui^t  whatever.. of  the  sU0B(g  dosira  whidN 
maoj  of  thejod  have  to  Icaiq,  and  of  the.rapi4  Pv9gres^  of  ^me/'  '/: 

We  give  fi^m  Afr.  Barrett's  manuscripts  aA  ^ccuiatp  0tate«ient  «C, 
tbeprogreas  of  the.  conviot  occupying  the  ceil  No-  428,  as  a  ap^imen. ; 
Felx  ^,  132!>.  iiegan  the  l^t  verse  of  Genesis,  and  lo^rped  4  ktterai^ 
23,,^arne4  five  lotter;i, more.;  ,      u  /   .     .   i ;  •!»         •'« 

, ..    5M,  Could  s^y  all  the  letters  in  the  first  liu<^  i    \  .  ■   . 
fi5.  Knew  all  the  letters,  in  the  first  verse  I , 
26.  Knew  all  the  letters  in  two  verses;  .<  ;  ,  t, 

^  SpeVf^d  all  the  wpr^  of  one  i^^ilabl^ki  tl^^  first  vm^ ; .   \ 
i',  partially  k^rn^pd  ^iq  wprdu  ci^^afi^  Jwd  A«afe»v 
,  Marcii  i.  Besides  learning  created  and  Monefi  qior^i^r&ctly^,  speU 

ed  the  word  &c^}'i»7)ti^' corrq^y..,     ,     .;   /.  ^ 

2.  Read  thp  first  verse  ia  the.  BiUe  £>r  th^. fioflt  ti^;^  ^. . 
-  3.  Read  t^e  first  line  of  the  second  veijs^.; 
^ » .^4^^R^.aill  tli^  seicond  veri^e;  •  ,   ,        v .. . 
,  p.  Read  oorrectly  the,  third  yer^ ; ,  /;    . , . 


11     Tko  fi^nrtK  vf^rao  • 


' 

1   .   I       «• 


,i  .fr.J'hefi?ttrfh..Yetse^..,^,. 

8.  Read  with  ease  to  the  sixteent)^  i^'eifQ  i . . , : 


,'  1' 


^,T^th^^y<ept¥'tbird,vyraei/  ...  .^  . 

jtlteaplhiiUL  .igoor^m  convicts  i^  this  maaiuer  at  tb«ir  cell 
JQOpELy^it^iU.eyp^u^  books,  aod  without  SabhaAb  sohool  teAcbaps,. 
tt.  Mfrett'has  patienUy  la^bored  m  the  deep,  ^tude  of  th^.ex^]p«iv#, 
^Q/n^0p^^flpmM^l%.^  acripturQs  to  tbe.niemi^r|^  of  tbe^  more  iptalligept 
Vi^^kur^  A  ti^Vul^r  ,view  furbished  by  bimiojf  th^.  i^it^tionaof  thktyr 
lie  eoi|vict8»  4uriAg  a.  period,  of  18  weeks^  by  .wbicb»  it^^ars  tbir 
170  dbaplm^  P<>'i^iiu;^8;  19,328  verses,  had  been  recitea;,  that  42 
Attire. bopl^A^  ^^^^^  commitied  Ip  mempry;  that  on«  vw  io  17- 
veeks  r^^mW^V^  "^9  .c^pt^ca,.  or  1605  ?erse8  \  tbat  another  in  tbe 
iHa^,tiine/,of)P9initt^.  1296  verses;  Ihat.one  flaan  epauoitted  in  aom 
*«^^  ^J^*V^^,S^  ^^  otheri,  ;nql  qivepAWaed  ip  U^  MA%  ^i4 
comjDUtted  abm  1000  verses. 

C 
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Sabbath  School  among  the  JP'einafes  at  th^  WeMmth  JPKMtt.-— In 
the  old  prison  at  Gif<«nmch,  near  Nfew  York,  thew  Temnined  a  farje 
nnmber  of  female  convicts,  after  the  men  Were  removed  to  Sing  Sing. 
Among  these  females,  nearly  one  hundred  ib  number,  several  pious 
And  devoted  male  and  femsde  memherti  of  the  churches  of  difierent 
denominations,  formed  a  Sabbath  school  last  summer.     Their  interest 
was  such  in  the  work  in  A»1»ich'  they  had  imgttg^d,  that  «toirie  of  them 
were  willing  to  deprive  themsehetf  of  the  ptivtkges^  of  the  sanctua- 
ry  on  the  ^bbath,  to  be  engaged  all  day  m  tms  fitiHbath  schod. 
The  eflfect  of  these  l^bon^  has  been*  i^h)  Oib  Ixy  ettcdortigQ  mote  thtn 
all   things  else  the  patiehce   ^nd  pbr^ev^rance^'bf  theie  benevolent 
friends,  and  there  is  evet^  t^asoA  tosiifyfidsothaft  the  bki<tlts^of  this  kind 
of  instruction  will  be  enjoyed'  byi  femate  cbrtvitwin  'N«w  York  iff 
fliany  years  to  com^  ;''becaiise  it-may  b^  doubted  ^trhether^any  Stibliath 
school  teachers  in.  New  York  are '  taiorr  encoura^gted  or  nitepested  in 
their  lsbm-/than  those  who  have*' been  eonneoted  tiridi>ihi^>*8&febath 
achool.  ..••-.■.!■,',:     -  .    ,  ■ 

AhandtmincKt  (ff  the  iPr^^roii  Of  GntHttMe'A/^^Tbe  pri«on  at  Green- 
wich, whit;h  was  in  many  respects  a  •  wretched'  place,  at  which  more 
than  one  miliioh  of  dollirs  tiad  be^nr  e^^^nded,  and  t^n  ihcoaceitaUe 
tonount  of  sin  ootoiAiCted,  iffiuoh  of  •  which  oouhl  never  have  been 
prevented  in  buildingB  and  night  rooms'  and  liidvii^  places  «o  coo- 
Mloieted,  is  now  abandoned  r  the  baiidings  are  almMiy,  oi^  are^to  be 
soon  taken  down,  and  the  ^ound  occvipiod  for  *  house  lofs^  '  In  this 
we  rejoice  almost  as  much-  as  in  the  abandonment  of  Newgiie. 

FemcUes  remo/eedio  the  Old^Pimieeniiary  4tf  the  AifHs.M^mae* — The 
females  who  were  left  at  Gre^Wieh,  ^mn  the  'tnen  \^re  leDioved 
to  Sing  Sing,  have  been  removed  lately  to  the  penhenti^  at  AsUef^e 
where  their  untiring  "Sabbath  school  teachers  have  foUbwMthem,  oi 
'rather  ^rec^ded  them,  to  make'  prspal-atioih'  for  theilr  iimtriMtibii  an< 
employment.  Wehc^e,  tha«  thcr  etorftid  blessings  of  it^e  '^inost  kin^ 
onO'^  will  rest  upon  them,'  and  upon'  all  the  SabbatU« school  teach 
era,  who  are  willing 'to  make  priwns  tlhe<pialee»>of  their  tnrtnifttflati 
•  W^know  they  wilt  hav^'  their-  reWitfd«  HM^they  go!Hlon^;<i&rvtHe7  ^il 
often  say,' what  ib  il'whieh  retaders  ds  •so  happf  -in  diiavm^twd?  al 
•Uie  answer  they  will  be'  able  to  jgivo;  #111^  be  thisv  '^*  Wfcete  two  c 
^  three  a^e  lAet  together  in  my  Hanve;  them  am  L'*  •  -  f>  •-  -«' 
'  '  The  penitentiary  td  "ii^hich  these  females*  are-  now  ■raiDoved  «jid  Sd 
'  lowed'by  th^irSabbath  school 'teachers;  Is  thie  ^laNtexwhere  the  jail  f^ 
ter  has  made  such  dreadfUl  rbtages,  catty ihg  dfFprisbneta,  keeper 
plrysictans,  and  benevolent  friends,  who  visiidd  the  piiaaiiers  i 
mercy ;  but  the  plac^  has  b^en  thoroughly  cleanaed/  and  the  gwa 
body  of  its  former  inmates  arb  removed  to  fikkdkwelFalaldkd ;  60  th 
thbre  is  litde  or  no  rea!Son  to  fear,  that  the  penitentiary  at  BetteTt 
will  soon,  if  ^ver  again,  become  a  place  for  the  mvageb  of  thie  drea 
M  disease,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  use  it  for  a  timecBily,  till  oth 
and  better  provision  can  be  made  for  female  convicts.  The  Stz 
authorized  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature  to  furnish  a  pl« 
and  estimate  of  the  expense,  of  a  new  prison  for  that  part  of  iIm 
who  belong  to  the  State ;  and  the  city  \m3  it  in  contemplation 
mako  saitaUe  provision,  either  at  Bellevue  or  BlachwciFa  Ldaiad, 
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those  ia^l^  0(y  «^d  ooim^  ^Df  T(ew  .York ;  bo  tUt  fiwa  tfce  analogy 
of  p3s(  improvemeojls  in  JS^w  York«  we  may  expect  to  see  an  estiU>- 
bluieQtrfor  femalf^  conMiCjls  there,,  which  shall  i^ot  suffer  by  compalri- 
aoa  witfa.'Ae  priaiNia  at  Aubui^u  and  Sing  Sing^  for  malea,.  or  with 
Ibe  iMMiie  of  lefuge  in  New:  Xi^k.for  the  reformation  of  juvenile 
<blinqu«aM;r       . ,  ,     ..  ./*.... 

Nod  SsUibtii^mtnl  on  Bl^ht^eff^ .  I^ia^r^Th^,  qity  ha#  purchased 
JUBckweU!9  IsiandL  .oon^iniag  about  .<4ie,J^upd^ed  aqres.of  land»  situai- 
«i  in  tha.tEAtt  Rlyeiv  ahopt  four  inilea  from,  the  City  Hall»  and  has 
iirea^.t«r^)ted  a  ,hutl4ing»!  wiii^  .lyas  ^oam^^ced'  last  autwnn)  fbr 
tbe  reoe^tioii t^^f  %40  li^n.  ibom  the  M  penit^pMary.  at  3ellevup,  ,  Tl^s 
lmildiiig'*is..ji)|[^,ithe  .general:  pif^p  of.  <4^e.  new  prison:  at  Wether^iieM, 
tnd  it^i9.;n«^  jpirofi^ed  to  eHtepi4  iV.Dq.tbe  e^un^pli^l^  so  that  it. shall 
adiQi^of.tbetBepan^iQi»>atjaightof  at.leastiSjtH)  of  the  vicipus  poor.ftom 
tfaetlofibQMai^*  :  The  expense, o£ith^ipa|t,<alrea4y^r^te4  ba3  been  onj(y 
IMfiO^a'^^oA  it  isJooaAed  yeryinear  inaiibaustiblfB  .qpwriea  of  atone, 
which,  for  many  years,  have  furnished  a  profitable  business  .to  the 
buljr  rwho*  .ibiifnerly  owtiedutb^.  island,  mA  cand^<:t^  tbe.buGMiess 
^  hired/servants».i'.Here,i4b«n«;thefle  drunken,,  vicious r  poor,  &am  the 
eitr,  wilbiheapr<iviaed.  ;fi3ff,.'^>  a.  building  a4wiltipg  of  ^eparat^on  and 
cmtrolyrbnrADM  island.  soeui!e,  fiioim'ayoape;,  a94  amids^t,  valuable  ;4)i«9i^ 
oesaf  nkm^i  wMJiwiUifurjaiah^ihom  mtiibard^  healthy  ap4> profitabfe 
hbor*  /;Afareadjr:  ftfaoutitwor  bundrad  b»ve,b^eff)rc»novQd,,fro9i  BQlbxMis, 
uullen)plo^ed^,iolefeetiiig<^e>newi.buildings  ioff.  theijp  /0(wu,  apcomno- 
<htioo. .  iH^iey/tokis  }«M^AbaUii.sQhoQ]  Jim  bpen^  established  apKWg 
Aa^QMriUs,  byl  some  \pio|aai^ men,' tWho\weresiMnployed.iathi^  aupprin* 
tedeaotiol/  the.iwoijb  i In  the.oU/ia^.an^.feebfe  Jnealth  of  the  Reiv. 
Ml.  9Uiftfimiii*b«iiol^apIiiin'toi  ^he  >bamane  land  ccwqinaj.  ipstjyMHic^is 
in  NewiYorfti,  :he^ihfei»^^)n0tiheet)).able  (firoqUfiOtly-.to  go  V  the  ,isla«4, 
»d  iteBaU)a(lb<<scboDl.ihaa  &rniahed  .all,<or  9k?axly  idlj„  the,  meana.  of 
gnMotfoyikl  'by -Cither  oonviiQts...WbeB^  ah&U  be  C091- 

yidedyodn^:  tbotx^Ian  wfaicbn  h9i3.:beeo<.propo^d,„afid  ,tb?  ipi^^Mnber  .of 
^enQHUffemoliedntQ  >tiiiefi  >flkaU  ,b^i/^ve.J9widred  orn^ret^  wet  iook  io 

Bltekwvffs:  Walidofsaniinipoiti^ataliofiitfor/tat  i)eiaidontphapl9(in,'^f 
miiat  ^MiifKuMioBis  ^'those^4t:(i^h«Mrli3Sitojwp,.:AubiMQ|  and/Sinijp^  Stinfir- 
foibakj^af  'On^/lthe<'S)ibbatb;!SchMol^,  bpt,'th0:  publiisr  worship,,  the 
Bwrning  and  evening!  |wayers*j  ihm  (pmi  of  Treligion  tajt-  n^^,,.the 
ft^tevpeffaonai^ieoBfferaatiiiw^tshaUithfijv^i.theM  o^^a^yiUi9d,.oii  the 
^iapadiandfOTimifli^  fgopula^ion  .of  >^l^W:YoriiM  .Tbei  ri^id^nf^  i9(ill 
be  litligbifid'^dieffbuildingA:  a4i^a^,to  piorai4ispipline,  and . r:«ligipus 
itttfiuslioii  ;)iaiiaMhi»:0esidl»^  w^b^thOvapplicaUon,  of  .tho  aatm  meaij^s, 
iirefi]rilmtDr^v*BOfdDubt,.:aaiat,  Aub|i»a  and  Weth^ 

ttrtain;i]¥lMEe;ihe  .female  piiaoo  bs  ithe^tati^,  and  the  city  and  coppty 
^  Ncflfei  Yovk^i Willi  be  located*.  The  coinnu3sioners  of  thei  Lpgisln^ure, 
oDDBflmhig.tlMaifoK  the  fitaloi  sag^eat  ip,  their  laat  r?epprt  to  the  Li^i»- 
ktuie  the  -inpwtano^  of  its  being,  (if  diftf;onpp<4ted  with  either  the 
pnsonaat^Adbnrsti.oi:  Sing  Sing)  in  son^e  i^ontral  situation*.  The 
F'uio£ib«^ildiig,TW)iioh  th^y/XipbipitAed  to.tb^  t«gislaturek  corresponds 
vith.l|pB  fnnciplesjof  .tfae  i«sq»ro«^; prison „dispip)ine,  and  if  it  aball 
benal0.1editod(  itttuabed.witb.4  wjise^  apd.pipua  matf oa«  apd  .an^live 
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pious  ladies'  visiting  committee,  under  the  general  supervision  of  such 
men  as  the  commissioners  themsehres,  there  can  be,  no  doubt  of  its  i 
doing  the  same  as  has  been  done  elsewhere  by  the  application  of 
■imilar  means.  The  ^male'  prison  for  the  city  of  New  York  wiS 
nerer  be  what  k  ought  to  be,  in  the  old  penitentiary  connected  with 
the  alms  house  at  Betletne.  There  are  physicaP  disadvantages  con- 
nected with'  that  boildnigy  so'  that  no  patience,  economy,  Wisdom, 
piety  or  Ikith,  can  accomplish  as  much,  as  in  a  building  on  the 
plan  of  that  submitted  io  the  Legislature  by  the  commissioners.  We 
tiierefore  hope  that  our  friends  on  the  building  committee  of  the 
city  government  in  New  York,  will  'n6t  be  weary  till  Bhickwell^s 
island,  or  some  part  of  it,  shall  be  improved  with  such  a,  building. 
Fnmt  'pkBt  experience  there  is  no  doubt,  that  with  such  a  building, 
Mder  the  care  of  a  pious  matron,  the  cliias  of  females  of  whom  we 
apeak.  Can  earn,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York,  from  10  to  15  cents 
per  day,  and  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  the  men  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  is  not  14  cents  per  day.  On  the  score  of  economy,  there^ 
fiM«,  it  should  be  done.'    Much  more  on  the  score  of  morals. 

House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  City, — The  house  of  refuge  in  New 
York  his  received  to  its  parental  care,  instruction,  employment, 
and  discipline  during  the  last  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  objects. 
There  were  in  the  institution  at  the  commencement  oi  the  year,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one ;  returned  seventeen ;  making  the  whole  num* 
her,  who  received  the  benefit  of  it  during  the  year,  387.  Of  this 
iramber,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were  apprenticed,  to  respectable 
fkrmers  and  mechanics,  generally  in  the  Country,  at  a'd&tance  from 
^ir  ibrmer  associates ;  making  the  whole  number  rescued  finom  the 
haunts  of  vice,  and  apprenticed  after  being  subject  to  the  discipline 
aoid  instraction  of  the  house,  ,/mir  hundred  and  forty, 

Imprmfed  Discipline  ef  the  Hbuse  of  Refuge  in  New  York. — The 
diictpline  of  this  institutkm  is  much  improved  since  the  last  year. 
This  is  seen  particularly  in  liie  day  school  and  Sabbath  school.  Ttie 
heahh  remains,  wonderful  as  it  was.  There  was  no  death  during  tbe 
hut  year;  and  ther^  hu  b«en  but  one,  duHng  the  four  years  of  hs 
existence,  and  that  wasfrdm  ah  nnnatufal  cause.  This  ftict,  in  regard 
to  health,  should  be  taken  hi  connexion  with  the  fact,  <hat  th^  whc^e 
norober  received  into  the' house  in  four  years  has  be^  393,  'and  the 
tiverage  number  of  tnmattis  during  the  last  three  years  has  b^en  158, 
and  at  the  clbse  of  the  first  ye^r,  56.  Not  a  death  among  so  gVeat  a 
tiniiber  fixym  a  natural  cause  inf  four  years  ft 

The  empfoyment  of  the  children  is  very  productive  of  profit,  as  well 
as  health.'  Otoehondred  and  twenty  boys,  from  th^  i^gesof  6'to  19, 
are  hired  to  contractors  during  their  working  hours,  for  12^  cents  per 
daj,  which  varies  but  a  (Vaetion  from  the  whole  e^cpense  of  impporting 
the  Cttiincts  iir  the  Connecticut  state  priSoA. 

The  moral  discipline  and  instruction,  as  se^n  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
hi  the  chapel  at  publio  worship,  at  the  morning,  and  evening  devodon^, 
iind  at  meal  time,  is  the  most  interesting  part  to  a  Christian. 

'  The  reformatory  effects-  ar<  encouraging.  Out  of  440  appr^ticetl. 
Into  than  twenty  are  out  of  plice,  trtid  nave  fkiled  to  ansfier  the  fbttd 
eaiMctations  of  their  beoefhcsom. '  •  ^    '    ' 
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The  effects  on  the  tribunals  of  justice,  which  ti^e  co^ixance*  ol[ 
thia  class  of  offenders  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  equally  eucouragingp 
The  managers  say  in  their  last  report,  "  previously  to  the  establisth 
ment  of  the  bouse  of  refuge,  there  were  Bjore  than  500  youag  peraooi 
looually  committed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  either  is  eriminala  or 
vagrants;  now  the  officers  of  justice  do  not  find  half  that  number.'' 

Brideweli  and  Debtors'  Jail  in  New  York  Citt/^  disgrac^ul  mosaic 
cci.— The  Bridewell  in  the  city,  of  New  )(ork|  and  the  debtors'  jail 
remain,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  city  hall»  the  same  disg^ceful 
nuisances,  aa  they  have  been  long  represented  to  no  purpose.  Wf 
say  to  no  purp9se :  there  is  some  talk  of  a  reform* 

State  Prison  at  Lconberton^  N^  Jl— In  Ne^  Jersey,  the  laws  cose 
ceroing  t^  state  prison  were  revised  at  the  last  session  of  th?  Legia- 
kure,  and,  among  other  provisions  of  the  new  law,  one  was  adored 
amboriaing  the  payment  of  $160  annually,  from  the  state  Ireaaury, 
towicds  the  support  of  a  perinanent  chaplain  in  the  prison  at  Lambe!fw' 
tUL  This  is  about  the  sum  which  this  Society  bus  a|q;iropriated  for 
tiiesame  purpose,  for  two  years  past,  from  .which  thereJfi>rB  the  .Sociely 
is  90W  relieved. 

Present  state  v^  the  New  Penitimtuvry  in.PhUad€lphia*'--hy  Peno- 
iflvania,  the  4>rimmal  law  has  been  revised  in  par^;  so  «i  to  adapt  it 
to  the  new  penitentiaries  at  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia^  for  the  pun- 
ishiQcot  of  the  higher  crimes.  This  new  law. punishes  those  Crimea, 
viuch  are  generally  punished  with  death  io  New  England,,  with  nel 
kaD  than  2  nor  more  than  12  years.  An  abstract  of  imprisonment  we 
lai«  prepared,,  and  shall  present  in  the  Report^-^No  orime,  except 
norder  in  the  first  degree,  is  punished  with  death.  The  new  law 
contemplates  solitary  confinement,  not,  however^  uninitigated  by  labor 
uid  instruction,  for  all  tlie  crimes  mentioned  in.  it  The  law  provides 
irtbe  intrpduction  of  labof^i  in  the  new  pison  in  Philadelphia^  which 
is  contrary  to  the  original  plan,  and  makes  an  appropriation  t»  enafafe 
tbin^ieptors  at  Pittsburg  to  make  such  altemtionci  tin  the  Bewpriaon 
tikr«^a«  to  enable  them  to  introduce  labor.  The  law, also  providei 
(v  a  religious  teacher  vfi.  the.  pew  .pri^ton  in  Philadelphia:,*  so  that  in 
tbe  (ttlji  State,  where  we  had  xeason  to  ,apfreben<\  that  the  system 
(^  pun^ment  by  solitary  Gonfioem^»  unmitigated  by  labor  or  im 
jetton,  would  be  iQtroduced,  does  not,. find  many  advoeates  even 
^K.  Whet^r  th^  Pennsylvania  .system  with  these  modifioatioiia  wiU 
^  the  test  of  experience,,  is  now  to  be  pioved.  The  Lcglsla* 
tare  have  arrested  the  new  buildii^  in  Philadelphia,  till  the-  trial  shall 
^te  been  bad ;  .and  made  no  appropriation,  except  to  enable  .the 
^missioners  to  make  the  experunent  in  one  hundred  cells  already 

Criauaal  ha»  iti  Delaware.'^lii  Delaware,  there  is  no  penileiitiarjt, 
^the  criminal  code  is  i^  many  respects  similar  to  that  in  Rhodb 
^i  Seveo^  crimes  ace  punished  with  deatk  There  is  a  strange 
Fofimi  to  the  penalty,  however,  in  ease  of  manslaughter.  ,.  A  person 
convicted  of  this  crime  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony^  and  shall 
*^  death ;  ^  provided,  however^  that  the  person  so  convicted  shaU, 
^with  fiftes  such  conviction,  pri^  pf  th?  justices  in  open  eouit  tha 
^a^fit  of  this  act ;  then  the  court  shaU<  osdery  that  the  peraon  so* 
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victed  shall  pay  a  fine  not  less  than  $200,  nor  more  than  f  3,000,  and 
suflfer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years." 

Again,  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree  is  panishaUe  with 
death ;  but  the  penalty  has  the  same  provision,  except  that  it  dimio- 
ishes  the  fine  and  term  of  ipiprisonment  one  half. 

There  are  twentyK)ne  other  crimes,  the  penalty  of  which  are,  fine, 
sitting  in  the  pillory,  imprisonment,  21, 3d,  or  60  (as  the  case  may  be) 
lashes  well  laid  on,  and  aiterwards  sold  for  service,  4^  7,  or  14  years. 
In  some  cases  there  is  added  to  these  punishments  the  wearing  of  a 
large  letter  on  the  back,  between  the  shoulders ;  and  wh^e  these  things 
are  so,  these  is  another  crime  against  the  i>eace  and  happiness  of  &mi- 
lies;  which  by  many  wise  and  good  men  is  considered  worthy  of  death, 
which  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $ilOO ;  and  still  another,  lor  wlqch  there  is 
no  penalty  at  all.  An  abstract  of  the  oriminai  laws  of  Delaware,  which 
is  prepared  for  this  report,  is  a  curious  specimen  of  tiie  perfebtion  of 
reason. 

Hmtse  of  Refuge  in  Philaddpkia.**^TYie  house  of  refiige'  in  Phila- 
delphia is  finished,  and  was  in  successfiil  operation  ia  April,  with 
about  70  iiimates.  The  managers  a{^peatf  to  .have  been  successful 
in  tlie  selection  of-  a  superintendent,  who  is  a  physician,  a  skilful 
teacher,  a  disciplinarian,  and  a  pious  man.  A  good  beginning'  has 
been  made,  and  already  the  civil  ofiicers  connect^  with'the  criminal 
courts  are  testifying^  in  the  .public  papers,  undev  their  own  signatores, 
to  the  effect  of  the  house  of  refi&ge  in  diminishing' the  nnmber  of  cases 
of  prosecution  among  juvenile  delinquents. 

Meeting  to  establish  m.Hows^  of  Kffnge  in  Baltimore, — ^In  Balti- 
more, a  meeting  has  recently  been  held  in  the  council  chamber, 
Judge  Bruce  in'  the  chair,  on  the  subject  of  establishing  a  house  of 
refilge  in  that  city,  and  a  committee  of  five  appointed,  of  ^bom 
Mr.  Hofiman,  Mr.  Ftidge,  and  Mr.  Finley  are  members,  to  report  at 
an  adjourned  meeting. 

Prospects  of  the  Mcaryland  Penitentiary. — ^The  penitentiary  in 
Baltimore  is  the  most  productive  establishment  of  the  kind  in  this 
country.  The  earnings  of  the  convicts  exceeded  the  expenses  of 
the  esublishmen^  during  the  year  ending  30th  Nov.  1828,  i9ffH  76> 
besides  $3,522  36  paid  on  account  of  loan^. .  The  earnings  of  the 
femate  depai^tmeiit.  With  about  40  inmates,  under  the  direction  ai^^ 
worthy  matron,  have  exceeded  4he  expenses  of  the  same,  $1,395  71. 
.  The  net  proceeds  in  the  Baltimore  penitentiary,  in  comparison  with 
those  of  the  new  prison  in  Connecticut,  are  in  proportion  to  the  iwm- 
ber  xnf  convicts  nearly.  In  Baltimore,  359  convicts  produce  $9,804, 
in  Connecticut,  one  hundred  and  twenty  convicts  produce  $3/2*29 
This  is  no  new  thing  in  Baltimore.  During  the  five  successive  years 
in  which  Joseph  (hien  has  been  the  keeper,  the  earnings  have  grea^J 
eioeeded  the  expenses;  so  that  the  penitentiary  has  now  an  active 
capital,  principally  the  proceeds  of  its  own  earnings,  of  $76,927  06. 

The  discipline  of  this  institution,  however,  except  while  the  mei 

•re  at  work,  is  thsfectiwi:     This-  is  felt  by  the  keeper,  as  much  as  i 

can  be  by  any  one ;  an4.  he  ifi  looking  forward  to  the  completion  of  dM 

.'new  buildinf  fpr  seputilie  eonfinement  atni^t,  as  the  time' whel 

there  shallbe  a^eatimj>rovement.iQ  the  diaci^ne.      V   ' 


Thit  bailding  is  erected  on  a  plan  suggested  by  an  agent  of  the 
Prison  Discipline  Society.  The  bailding  tx»mniittee,  ailer  making  this 
Bcknowledgiaent,  in  a  late  oonimunication  to  the  Executive,  stay,  "  it 
possesses  manv  advantages  over  the  original  design.  Small  galleries 
are  substituted,  in  the  upper  stories,,  in  front  of- each  range  of  cells, 
for  doors;  leaving  on.  either  side  of  the  centre  space,  four  stories  of 
cells*  This  enables  the  gtiard,  in  the  lower  story,  to  observe  at  the 
8ime  time,  the  door  of  every  cell  Light  and  heat  may  be  applied 
vith  a  GonsideraUe  saving  of  expe^ise,  and  ventilation  will  encouhter 
BO  obstraeti<m.V  The  committee,  .who  make  this  report  to  the  Execu- 
Ure,  are  <jeqTge  Kys^r,  Thomas  Shepherd  and  James  Mosbej. 

When;  this  hittltling.is  completed^  which  wiU  probably  be  in  Augkist^ 
thekaepi^r  is  making  arrangements/fora  Sabbath  schbol,  to  be  taught 
by  himself)  Mrith  the  assbtance. of  pious  tisachers  fhom  the  city.  He 
is,  also,  contemplating  mor^  vigorous  and  systematic  instruction  for 
the  other  hours  of  the  Sabbath,  and  morning  and  evening  mzyera, 
vithtke  reading  of  the  sciiptures  daring  every  day  in  the  week.  For 
ftll  these  purposes  the  area  between  the  cells  furnishes  light,  airy,  safe, 
c<HiveDlent^  and  very;  pleasant  accommodations.  In  Baltimore,  then, 
yery  soon,  there  is  a  prospect  of  having  a  penitentiary  of  very  superior, 
if  not  unrivalled  charactev. 

Nnfi  Ptmieniiary  in  Weakingtont  D.  d-^This  bailding  is  now'fin- 
iihed«  tn.aa  eoodomicaland  fliubstantiai  mtimer,  on  the  general  plan 
of  the  priacui  at  Auburn;  but  is  not  yet  occupied^' 

Having  thus  looked  at  th^  interests  pf  several  , of  the*  StatsI  in 
regard  to  Prison  Discipline,  vfo  present,  as  proposed,  aja  abstract  oil  the 
CrimiDal  Law  of  some  of  the  United  $tates,  with  igenecal  remai lot  on 
tbe  same. 

TWttson.    PeuBlty,  Death.  ^  .     ^ , 

^«rt^A«fa«<  of  tntigori, '  iTfiptisonmcDt  not  less  than  two,  nor  piorc  than  five  years. 
Jt"^*  «*»^ (MXfs^,thdreio^f€t^thentii,    8hall«iffef death ; body m^be delltewd 
*»he  widgeons  for  dis^tioii.  .       .^        .  .     .  •      . 

AfimAtiti  oner  Uk  /act.  Ymprisonment  oQi  excecdini:  six  months ;  apd  aAorwards  toJiard 
•onm«i«t6dinjrledyw«t  •»  ^^  '•  *  ~ 

lofS^S?*^!  ^'*^*'  spliu^iy^aad  nolBxeetdbg  ton  y«en  to  hard  labovjorhf  fine 

^Jtoiyt  dt*  hting' atchuory  theheJo.  i  Solitary  iniprisonmenl  not  exccediilkff  one  year:  and 
■Mmfni  to  h«id  tabor  or  io  the  coiuay  jail,  not  ixeeedinr  ten  yeaw.  * 

^^fkuiiLmr^  inteng to nmrdew, ttr  bew atxeasttfy  tkffelo.  SQViivy  impiis^Mimeiit not e«<«ed- 
^^  ir"^'  ^  aftcn^ards  to  hard  ISbor  not  exceeding  twenty  y«»ars. 

Andt^  anik  intaU  fti  mmm,  of  hdn^  ucdnadry,  SbKiSiy  impr&oinheiK  not  exroedink  six 
awjitoi^aiid  Io  bai^  laborer  to  tbe  coluty  jail  not  idsxteediag  Savr  veaia. 


^"^W..  -'"ye  for  five  years, 

ul?^  £1  ^^^^^  ^  *«*^  ddbxrtd  of  a  bastard  MetreUy.    A  iine  not  excbodlng  ^100, 
^^  wMwaws  ial^lrbttun9lltJ 

«-?fef?^  ^^S^fVi'^  ^«^^  </.f«ofc  a  c/riV.    SoUtajy  wtpwonnrtatnot  exeoadii^ 
wje  dioblhs  ;  and  terd  Tabor  n«t  exceedings  nve  years* 

^f^kBifir4eeHmr^t^hi4>lk/0i'ttht%ct.  ^KAru." 
iJ!?V^  ^^  ^^  /^'  •  S^litaty  inwaamntat  iM>  vKeediiar  Uitbb  mMih* ;  and :  hard 
w  not  escceeding  lea  year?.  ,  »      .  ^  ~  ^  j 

i^wjf.  with  wtmtltf  komniU  tape.     SAUtahr  imprisoameni'  ool  cxcceduiff  three  r.i  i;;':H ;  I 

•ahardlabornolexceeduactenywri.  ^  1 


Atsault,  udih  iniMt  to  commit  rape  on  a  child  under  Un  year$  offige,  SoliUvy  uapriaiHHeat 
not  exceediiu^  four  moolhs ;  and  hard  tabor  for  a  tenn  of  yean  or  tor  life« 

Bwndng  dwellv^  iumte  in  the  moHT  tih£,  or  being  aeoesmry  thertto,    DsAtH. 

BunuHg  du>elling  houMt  ut  t/tr  day  time,  or  Uunting^  pubHc  tntiutuig$,  or  itoret^  Jbarm$f  Jj^.  w 
the  nigfdf  or  heir^  accessary  be/ore  tke/acl.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  oas  year ; 
and  hard  labor  aAerwardi  for  life. 

Burmng  tudi  bnHdingt  m  day  time*  Solitaiy  confinement  not,  exceeding  ene  year  $  and 
to  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Buhnii^  com,  lioy,  fences,  lumber,  HUmg,  tamnding,  didiguring  cattle,  horses,  sheep.  8oli> 
tary  Impnsomneni  not  excecdiaf  six  moDths  -,  and  bard  JaSor  afterwards  not  eMeding  three 
years,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding 'jfdOO  3  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exoeeduig 
one  year* 

Accessaries  ajier  the  fid.  Solitary  imorisonment  not  exceeding  one  iiMNith :  and  ooofinemem 
aflenvard*  not  esceedrng  five  yeaiaj  or  by  a  fine  ooi  esooeding  j[  1,000  >  and  by  impneonment 
in  the  common  jail  not  exceeou^  one  year. 

Setting  Jire  to  woods  without  kaoe.    Fine,  10  dollars. 
,     Sodomy  and  Bestiatitu,    8oUtajr>'  impiiaomncnt'&ot  exceedi^  one  year>  and  irapciufwrneat 
at  hard  labor  not  excftening  ten  years. 

Burglary,  or  being  accessary  thereto  be/ore  the  fact,  token  the  offender  is  armtd  v*ith  a  dm- 
gertnts  toeapon,  or  makes  an^assaulL    Shall  sufier  the  puniahment  of  death. 

IVten  not  so  armed,  and  committ  no  assault,  or  is  accessary  thereto  btfare  the  JotX,  Solitaiy 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years ;  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  lor  life. 

Accessary  aJUr  th/efaitt,  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  moolhs  \  and  Id  haid 
labor  not  exceeding  tek  tears. 

Wlien  the  offender  enters  without  breaking,  with  such  intent,  orinths  day  time  by  breakit^. 
<md  accessaries  be/ore  the  fid.  Solitaiy  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months^  aiid  to  haid 
labor  not  exceeding  three  years}  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  |^fiOO$  and  impriswHncim  not  ca- 
oeediog  three  years. 

Laroent/  not  exceeding  f^.  Jurisdiction  before  a  justice  \  punishment,  fine  not  exceeding  ik, 
and  imprisonment  not  exoeediog  twenty  days. 

Simple  hrceny  not  exoeedinr  jf  100..  Solitary  imprieoBment  not  exceeding  six  aomhs  j  and 
to  labor  and  iinprisoBmeBt  al&rwards  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Exceeding  $109.  SoHtary  imprisoomcBt  not  exceedii;^  one  year }  to  hard  labor  ailerwards 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  yean. 

Larceny,  second  comBSdum^  or  tanoidum  oftivree  distind  larcenies  at  the  same  courU  Soliiai^ 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year }  ana  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  less  than  ihree  ner 
more  than  fifteen  years. 

Breaking  and  entering  shop,  ware-house,  or  office  in  night  time.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one 
year;  hard  labor  afterwards  not  excoeduw  fifteen  years. 

EtUerinz  dwelling  house.  Sec.  in  the  night  wUhotd  breakhig,  or  in  dacu  time  breaking  and  en- 
tering l^taiy,  not  exceeoing  one  year}  confinement  to  aud  labor  afterwards  not  exccediag 
ten  years. 

Larceny  in  dwelBng  house,  shop,  i^ke,  Ijpc.  in  day  time^  or  breaking  and  entertngin  the  nu^ 
achm-ch,orotherpiMicbuiuling,orstore,bam,Sj^.  Solitary,  not  mora  then  six  months  ^  ms- 
wards  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Robbery,  when  lite  offender  is  not  armed  urUh  a  dangerous  u/eapon,  nor  intends  to  kUL  S6U- 
tary.  not  exceediQg  two  years }  and  afterwards  haralabor  for  life. 

Robbery,  when  Uie  offerer  is  armed,  Sfc.  ttnd  intends  to  kill,    0eath. 

AssauU,  with  intent  to  rob,  offender .  being  armed.  Solitary  not  more  than  ooe  year  ^  and 
confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  more  than  tweotv  years. 

Any  other  hrcmy/rom  PER$uff.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year}  and  onnfinemfni  to 
labor,  not  more  than  five,  afterward. 

AssauU,  with  violmoe  or  dangeroiu  weapon,  with  intent  to  steaL  Solitary,  not  more  than  ooe 
y<Qar,  afterwards  to  labor  not  more  than  lea  years. 

Accessaries  to  robbery  or  larceny,  afier  the  fact.  SoHtary,  not  more  than  six  monthst  aod 
confinement  to  hard  labor  aftenwaxxls  not  more  than  three  years  4  or  by  fine  aoiexce«duigj^} 
and  imprisonment  in  common  )ail  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  either  of  them. 

Second  conviction  as  a  receiver  of  stolen  goods,  or  conviction  on  three  indictments  al  the  same 
court  of  three  distind  offrnces  of  Die  same  kind^  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year :  and  ooa- 
^nement  to  labor  afterwards,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  yean.  Passed  FAruary 
28.mi.aadiigvt^l9,1821.    \  wl,  Ltnts  of  Btaine,    p,A. 

BlasjAemy,  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months }  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  not  more 
than  five  years.    I  vol.  Laws  of  Maine,    Passed  February  U,  1821.    p.  71. 

Adultery,  Soliuury  impriapumeut  for  a  tenn  not  exceeding  three  uMnths,  and  oonfinemmit 
to  hard  labor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Bigamy,    Same  as  adulteiy. 

Fornication.  Imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  sixty  days;  or 
fine  not  less  than  fiO  nor  more  than  5IOO.    February  28, 1$21. 

Forgery  of  public  records,  eetiificates  and  prioaie  securities.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  sis 
moolhs  ]^  aoA  afierwards  to  bard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  yean. 

Forging  bills  of  credit,  bank  bills,  4^.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year,  fiad  oosifiao* 
ment  afterwards  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Vtteritig  or  kndering  in  paymtnt  false  biUs,  notes,  jv.  knowii^  Ifeoi  to  be  smk,    Solitaix, 


aMeneedfairUiirty  d&Ts;  aadto  Fiiboriiot  ezceedhig;  llit«e  yean;  or  by  fine  not  eiceediqg 
llfflOj  anabiodiDg  to  good  behavior  for  two  years. 

Becmi  ci^wkilon  fot  the  tamtf  or  coKoiction  <m  three  teceral  indiamenis  at,  the  name  court 
tMat^f  not  more  t!»ii  one  year;  and  labor  after,  not  le«  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  yean 

Htuaginpomsnim  or  Mi^mg  into  the  EUate  coeaUerfeit  bank  bitU,  with  inUtd  to  pass. 
Sofiiaiy,  not  more  than  three  monuis ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  years;  or  by  fine 
Hrt  eaomBqg  $l/BfXI  \  and  ini|Nisonmem  in  coomion  jail  not  more  than  (me  year. 

£^{wwi»r  or  makuig  platet.  preMSj  ^c.  forfirging.  or  jpoeaening  such  fiates,  4*.  with  intent 
tfmL  atmrr,  not  exceedfng'  three  montns;  and  labor  aflerwanls  not  exceeding  three 
jtW]  or  by  fine  not  exceedin^^  gSdJO,  and  imprisonment  in'  common  jail  not  exceeding 
otBfeir. 

nrginrgold  or  nhxr  eotn,  or  knowingly  aiding  inpoMsing  it.  Solitary,  not  ezceedinsr  one 
7Cir,«iid1ittd  labor  aAer,  for  life.  . 

BHt^ging  Alto  the  State,  or  hanttg  in  poteeision  with  intent  to  pau,  euch/aUe  coin.  Solifao'. 
Mt  over  t)m  months ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  yean;  or  by  6ne  not  cxceedli^ 
|lffl),ind  bindi]^  to  good  beharior  for  two  ^ears. 

oKtnd  oomfietSonf  or  comiricted  on  ^fte  several  vuHetntentt  at  the  sante  term  of  any  court, 
Sofiiaiy,  not  ^lore  than  one  year ;  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  yean. 

Mwy,  wawlD^g'.  poneuing  any  mould  or  engine  fat  coming  metaltf  or  permitiitig  surA 
mM.  ^.tobe  turn.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  ano^liflxr  afterwards,  not  more 
tkn  twee  yean :  or  by  fine  not  exceedmr  S^^i  ^^  imprisonment  m  common  jail  not  more 
ibBoneyear.    /Wnwry  19, 1881.  . 

^\iry.  Solitary,  not  exjQaeding' three  nionths;  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
lbs  fifteen  yean. 

dubematum  of  perjury.    Same  as  pcrjtny. 

Chmntf  migmovTWprocureihectmimimon  ofperfury.  Solitary,  not  less  diaa  two  months ; 
ndM  labor  not  exeeeding  five  yean.    February  f7, 18t  I. 

Ghoftv  byfalae  pretences.  Fine,  not  less  than  5^t  Dor  more  than  5^00 ;  or  confinement 
toWnlla6iBrm>s  term  not  exceeding  seven  yean.    February  \y\M. 

WUJvUy  dedroyinga  veuel  or  eaunngit  to  be  done,  Lnpriammen^  for  life,  or  fixr  a  term 
HI  fell  than  five  yean.    Feftmary  27,  IBSl. 

Ag^vy  up  or" removing  dead  bodiet,  or  f& 
aa«  aoi  more  tlna  one  year :  or  fiae  aoc  exi 

JKaor.  SoUtaiy.  not  more  tnan  one  year;  afterwards  to  nana  taoor  not  man  linn  one  year; 
vise  oM  exceeding  5MO :  any  or  all  of  said  pumsbmesia.    ifiovA  5,  Ittl. 

Inpriamui^Hdf&r  dot,    mnagea  must  exceied  fS, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Tntfon.    Death. 

Imirion  o/treaton.    Imtitisomnent  not  exceeding  aeven  yean ;  and  a  fine  not  exceed- 

Mwder.    Death. 

Cuteudmento/thtdioihofabadardchSd.  SballbesBf  an,tfaeganowsonebour;  andmay 
btinvnaoned  not  nxire  than  two  yean;  or,  instead  of  sitting  on  gallows,  may  be  fined  ni^ 

Seimu.  Solitaiy,  not  more  than  six  months;  and  aftenvanli  oonfioement  to  hard  labor, 
Mlesi  than  one  nor  more  tfmn  ten  >'ears. 

Bbgisry,  or  bredtinginto  dweUtng  lumee  in  the  nt^  time,  vrith  iittent  to  commit  felony. 
BolitaiT.  not  more  than  six  months ;  emd  hard  laibor  for  ftfe. 

BreaOiu;  and'entering  any  ogke,  bank,  4^.  in  the  nigfU,  Confinement  to  hard  labor,  noi 
lea  tbaa  tbee  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Catering  inthenight  wHhbut  breaking,  or  in  the  ^  time  toUh  breaking,  with  iniem  to  eOM- 
^fdony.    CVmfinement  to  haid  labor,  not  lett  than  two  nor  more  fiian  seven  yearL 

Ktbbery.    SdihaiT.  noT  more  than  sue  months ;  and  afterwards,  bard  labor  for  lifo. 
.  Baidmi^der.    Sofitaiy,  not  more  than  six  months;  and  confinement  after  to  labor  not  1e« 
^  ibao  oaeyetit,^  or  for  life. 

A^    Somaty ,  not  less  than  six  months  ^  and  afterwaidf  to  labor  for  lifo. 

mwhem.  Sdluary,  not  less  than  six  months;  and  to  labor  after,  not  leas  than  ode  year  nor 
aa*tlaa  iNVUtf  yean.   , 

Atsatdt  with  Went  to  murder.  Solitary,  not  more  thto  the  months ;  and  to  labor  not  leia 
^  ooe  y^ar  oof  more  than  ten  yemv. 

^rmm.    Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months :  and  labor  farlSh. 

horning  mnr  p^ifk  buUdtng,  more,  thop,  ^.  Sotitaiy,  not  more  than  afat  months ;  and 
abor  Ml  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twentv  years. 

Bvrtmg  any  Mack  of  com,  hay,  lumber,  Jjv.  Ck>nfinement  to  hard  labor,  not  less  than  ooft 
yarinrmoi^Aan  three  yean;  0rbyfine,notexceedfaigj|l,OOO;  and  hnprisonment  m  com* 


■m^  not  longer  than  oofiyear. 


^andmaiming  eaOU,  wUh  intent  to infnre  theowner.    Hard  lahor^  not  less  than  one 
aornxNe  than  three  yean ;  or  by  fine,  not  exceeding  5^^)^  3  and  by  impnaoluiettt  in  Coaunoa  ' 

*  Btau  lltend  tb  two  yeoa. '  Jttae  9S,  18B.      ' 


M6  pmeoir  oiacspuKB  socistt. 

JfCmimg  and  wmimmg  euUle.    Fue,  noi  exce^din^  5^^)  ^  ^y  infnooMil  in 
jail  not  longer  than  ninety  days. 

:,  Forgery.    JMiUuy,  noi  knfer  than  «U  mpoths }  and  labor  ixH  li»  than  five  qor  i&on  t^ 
twenty  ^ears. 

FaMtmg  /orwfd  no*e»,  ^.    Solitary;  not  more  than  fiwr  months )  labor  aoi  leas  thea  two 
aor  moTD  than  tour  yeara. 

Bringing  into  the  ^ate,  or  having  in  pouemon  counterfeit  iiU*}  with  intmi  to  pmu  Am. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  Ibar  moBths)  labor  noi  less  thaa  two  nor  taom  than  five  jeank    . 
.    iiiUang  or  hax^ig  in  pouemon.  plate*.  4^.  wiUi  hUmt  to  make  counter/tit  iamtMU^  4^. 
Solitary,  not  more  tnan  (bur  montlis ;  and  labor  not  less  than  (wo  nor  move  tha»  fiw  ^ean.  . 

Forgery  ^  rtcord^  judicial  proceedings,  obUgutiotUt  pranitaory  uoUtif  4^*    Solitacy,  JU3t 
marc  ihcm  six  mouths }  labor  not  less  than  three  uor  more  than  seven  years. 

Counterfeiting  coin.    Solitary;  not  more  than  six  Hnalhs ;  .labor  noi  1ms  thao  fiwr  nor  mxft 
jijbwiieoyeais.        ^. 

Passing  counlerfnt  coin.    Solitar)',  not  more  tlian  four  mouths ',  labor  apt  less  tlian  two  Mr 
more  than  five  years. 

'  f  Mvinging  v^,iht  SMdCf  or  bavimg  ^emtterffH  coin%  viiU  inlmt  to  pam^    QsXxWy,  not  morc^ 
than  four  months ;  labor  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  then  five  years, 

.,   Jdakiing  and  haipit^  in  poaaesnan  amj  tooly.  for  cotmttrfeiting  ooin^  wUk  intent  to  majte  />Ue 
coin.    Solitary,  not  exceeding  fi>ur  months ;  labor  ix)t  Tess  tlian  two  nor  more,  ibao  fiv&yeark 

Ptrfi$r^.  SoUtAi^,  noi  more  tlian  ib^r  mouths  i  labor  not  kst  thaa  two  iior  nMva  than 
five  years. 

Subornation  of  Petjury.    Same  as  perjury. 

Stealmg  to  the  amotnUjoT  $20 ;  or  charters^  deeds  ^  S^. ;   or  stealing  anu  btmd§  prgminpry 
aWOtsij  ijf€»  amoimtistg  to  520.    Hani  labor  noi  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ave  years. 

Bteaiingf  amount  less  than  $20.    Imprisonment  in  cemoaoa  jail  wti  less  thau,Q||Q  month,  Mr 
•^noce  than  one  year ;  and  by  fine  not  exceediiw  ^100.. 
;„  iltoroeny  in  dioellwg  aouse^    Hard  labor  not  hbss  than  two  nor  more  ihan  ten  years. 

Larceny  in  sJiopf  vessel f  4^.    Hard  labor  not  less  than  one  year  uor  more  than  seven  yMJ[9^ 
.  ^^Vmeti^  foon  li\s.per*o(n.    llard  laboc  not  less  i|»aq  thrpe  nor  mora  tiiaj)  ecvett.yeaia. 

Stealing  any  horsey  cottUj  or  sheep.    Hard  fahor  net  less  than  three  nor  m<ire  tlian  s6veuyeafik 
>. ..  BMeivi/tgf  or  concaahug  stolen  goods.    iSama  as  the  pcAou  sleaUinf  the  same* 

Second  conviction.    Double  the  term  of  the  first.  ,  «    , 

j.. :  Tftiidconuidion.    Lile.   P^sssed  Janmry  %,  18^.    C/Vv^^xci.  p,  Zm. 

Aatdtery.    Confinement  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  y^ajf  j  J>y.afioo  |iot  exeeediat 
i»J[4Q0vaaa.inay  bereqaired  i6  4^ecoguise  with  suretiosylbr.  a  laroKoftune  noi  eweeding 
$v:e  yeaiv ;  or  iK'  one  or  more  of  said  puuishmeotik  -       v^ 

Polifgamy.  Imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exceedine  two  vears  ;' by  a  fine  a9l 
exceeding  jb40(>>  and  may  be  holdea  to  reoogmae  yriih  WRt^  m  ,gooa  behav^r  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  five  ybars ;  or  by  one  or  more  of  said  puwsumeuls. 

Fcndcatioth  .  FAni&.pf  $SQ',  or  confiuepaeut  in  the  commibn  jail  lor  a  term  «v»t  extfMNOng 
libi  moQtlis.        _  , 

.wOh  sortti^ 

xibl  cxlCe9(t^V 


(M 


Lnpriso 


nprisonmentfor,d«U,wmpre$enb^  by  Am.  <  t)amag;(|s  nojl  k^  4ha^  flS  SSL^  ,,       .  , 

'  '      '  '    ■  >  \       '  -  ■'        ' 

VBRMOMT.    ■ 

**Trtaion.    Death:  >  ^    . 

Ji:'  'MlBpttHkm'ff^jrtiitiort.    Hani  labor  !tt  state  ^t^^m  iiM  esrc^e^lMi^  sts^ta^ytm  MMT  Sue-  not 
exceeding  5^  jDOO;  or  eMier  of  said  fiunlshments.'        >/  .  ^ 

:i^  Mtrditr.    DeaA:  •■,.■.-■       1  .,       '^ 

FaktfPHnessapcimglifeyi/iiftheiakem.    Death.  '    =  ' 

False  witness  affecting  life ftf  life  be  fM  taken.  \d«ctikit!^mt^^  .     *      .  ^      V 

Being  privately  delivered  of  a  bastard  child,  and  such  child  bemg  found  dead  ;  uhere  pre- 
sumvtice  evidence  shall  appear  tiutt  the  child  was  bom  a/it«,  and  Us  death  tros  procured  by  iht 
mother.  Hard  labor  in  state  prison  not  ekceetKng  thrM  years;  and  fined  noi  more  than 
|300;  or  either  of  said  punishments.  ..    t> 

.  Axfon^  ^hej-t  ajty  ptrspn  suffers  datih  vn  comeqmMXf  or  is  v^wted  w  liia  or  W  Mf  or 
members.    Death. 

.    Arson  of  a  dKelling  house,  or  any  other  bttilding,  or  of  stacks  of  com,  hay,  or  gram.    State 
pfison  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  yeanii  and  fine  not  cxceodiag  S^J^  I  ^.  ^'''^  ^ 

fmnstaushkr.    Stale  prison  during  life ;  or  a  term  of  years  pol  Jess  tbaa  aovim  ^  and  fined 
^  AOt  exceeding  Jgll  ,1000  j  or  either  of  said  punishinents, 

' '  Btiimxng,  aSting  mt  Ote  tongue,  putting  out  tl^e  eye,  Jj^,    State  pri^a  for  Vd^i  or  a  lena  of 
years  iiot  less  than  seven. 

im JlSSf'    •Stale  priaon  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  yean^  and  fined,  ^rai  ^xceci^ing 
'JJl/jOj  oremiqrorih^.m.  .  ........ 

ufikhrjufty  hiovcitig  d  child  under  e/crm  years f  with  or  wiihouther  wiU,   3lfWP  ^  tpa^fdhova. 


AmmltwIlk^MkHi Uf  narith.  State  piiaoa  not  etteedbg- sevoi  yean }  and  fine  not  «zeeed- 
iarfSOO'f  or  either  of  said  panuhments. 

m^gkff,  Stale  pnaan  not  exeeediug  fifteen  years;  and  fine  net  exceeding  $lfiO0',  or 
nllMT  CN  md  paniafamnita. 

Btemd  toMkHon  /or  ktr^bry.  Life  in  stale  prinn  $  or  fiv  a  term  of  yean  not  less 
tbDMven. 

AaMspy.    Saae  as  tmnlary . 

Aeontf  90»ktkm/vr  roSberj.    Same  as  second  eooTictioii  of  bor^g^lary. 

AmtktamutdtrotTob,  otate  prisoo  not  eieeeding'  ten  years}  and  fine  not  eiceedinr 
|ljax>;  oreidMr  ofsaid  punlsliiiieats. 

rtrt^;  StnAe  prison  not  eiceedio^  ten  years  J  and  fine  not  exceedBn^  91 /XX);  or  «ther 
cf  nid  punishments. 

9iAonmftoti^  Pe9fw^i    Same  as  peijnry. 

Porgen.  Ilard  labor  in  state  prison  not  more  than  tm  years;  and  fine  not  excee^Bte 
|lfiO»;  W^itlMAror  said  ponilAnnentflL 

norm  tIeaHng.    Same  as  fbrj^iy .  '    - 

ittemdpmifeli^fit  ftarie  tteaHng.  State  prison  not  exceeding  fflt^en  years  3  and  gtfl{K) 
hex  or  either  of  said  puntAments.  ,     ' 

matphemy:  ^ne/  noc  exceeding  gfOO  $  and  may  be  boond  to  good  bdutvior  fbr  a  term 
DM  eieeedbgeiie  year. 

AAdkhf.  BtaAe piriMMi' not '^ceeding tbive  years;  and  fine  not  exceeding  fiflOb}  or 
Mker  of  said  punishments. 

Pebfgamf.    Same  as  adultery. 

iiMHL    Same  as  adnAtery. 

Ttaekitittfle  ^H  &f  couHUrM^ie  or  debatkig  mdaU:  State  prison  not  6xceedid|f  tbftt 
JVM  I  and'ine  net  eitwftdiag  $IM9\  or  either. 

SmmdUmg.    Stateprisonnotmorethanthreeyeersj  and  fine  not  exceeding  j800;  or.ettMir. 

OkautSi^ gOifiif  »c:  tttiid^  faitk  prdenca.  State  prisctif  not  exceeding  five  yean /and 
fiftd  iie(  more  tban  ;{WX>3  or  oTther. 

CmtbrfeUbi^  JctAi^.    State  prisdn  not  excee&ig  ten  years ;  und  fine  not  exceeding  5^^1000) 


ComaMmgte^f0iioiMi3flig4nfitgk^  Stat^  prisbn  not  more  than  five  years;  an^fine 

M  wffieding  $SSXi  \  or  either.  ^  ' 

Ctmlarfatu^  fitadt  hilU  oi*iiatt».  State  prison  not  excee<fing  fourteen  yean ;  and  fine  not 
tttnOSb^'pflbOj  ol'eith^.' 

Ctmttt/m^  mwi  momtt  €irdar»j  or  orAert  on  wbOe  or  eouniy  iretuterr9.  ^.  Sarnie  ^ 
eomiterieiting  bank  bills.     The  foregoing  pauid  Nov.  U,  1818.    Laws  of  Vermont,   p,  9aB, 

7V/I.   Siste  ptiwa  not  more  than' seven  years  t  and  fine  not  above  $900^  6t  ehher.     * 
Btiyen  and  reeeivert  qfttoten  goodb.    Same  as  tneft. 

miiHitgfryiitfrtm  any  j^nnkn;  orchard^  or  other  eneloiure.    Fine ,  not  exceeding  flfXI, 
impeding  an  ^icer^  cinl  or  military,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly.    Fme,  not  exceedii% 
|B09f  or^Mftte'orumi  tioc 'Exceeding  ihreeA-ears ;  or  ellner.    November  4,  re26. 
Breaking  jai(.    Fine,  not  exceediog  5W;  and  confinement  hi  state  prison  not  exceedi% 

KuL  Fine,  not  excee<]Gng;  jflOO ;  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months ;  tr  ei^li^. 
7VsAoi»|MMRnf  !^.  f5/'mr:    lamof  Vetmani.    p.  ^JG8,  and  ombardi 

DueBingf  kiiUng  a  person  in  dueL    Death. 

Sending  or  accnting  a  challenge  to  fight  dueL  Fine,  not  exceeding  ft  ,000,  nor  less  than 
SSO\  and  ever  after  incapable  of  holoipigaiij  'Ol^ce  of  hcmor  or  pnmt  in  the  State.  Noo, 
5, 1801.    n.  274,  Laws  of  Vermont. 


jear;  or  any  or  dll  ofsa\d  puinshmeots.    Pebruatry  Qj  ]801<. .  p.  ^T^ 

Kidnapping.  Publicly  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  striocs ;  or  fine  not  exeeodiing 
IIjQOO ;  and  confined  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years.    Abe.  %  1806.    p,  264.  > 

Poor  deiiors.    May  be  oommitted  to^lfor  any  sum. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Treason,    Death.  • 

Mmder,  or  auuuary  before  fad.  Death,  and  body  may  be  ordered  to  be,  deKvered  for 
(KnectioQ ;  ami  to  case  of  marc(er  in  duel,  shall  be  so  oniered. 

Aeeeaariss  a/Ur  the  fact.  Solitary  confinement  not  exceeding  six  months;  and  cohfine- 
iKot  to  haid  hSoQT  afterwards  not  exceeding  ten  yean.  ' 

Mandanghter.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months ;  and  confinement  tohflvd 
sAor  AM  exceeding  ten  yeairts. 

Maiaung,  by  cmng  out  the  tongue,  putting  out  Ike  eye— aiding  or  ahettbig.  Soh'tary.  libt 
'!>cee<fing  doe  y^ttr)  and  Confinement  to  hard  labor,  or  imprisonment  in  common  jau;  for 
aaj  tnrm  not  exceeding  ten  yean. 

Asssudt  to  'mtdm,  ofdisfi^ire,  SfC.  aiding,  etitsnsiOingf  or  odiHkitig.  Solitary  impriaonmapil 
ml  more  than  siji  months  3  and  ccMifinement  to  hard  labor  after,  <>r  in  common  Jail  noi  a* 


m 
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Robbery  wUhnU  wajvnt.  Sdptvy  imprisonment  not  exccedtog  twp.yeani  ^  oonSiie- 
nient  to  bard  labor  aflerwards  Ibr  life. 

Robbery f  wften  an  assauU  is  made  tcWi  a  danrtrcM  vKapoUf  with  ffiteni  tp  kttl  or  m«m,  or  (f 
the  wrton  robbed  is  stntek  or  tcounded  with  such  leeapon.    Death. 

*  AtMoiit,  tnth  dangerou*  wetmon,  to  murder  or  rob^  and  those  aiding  and  abetting.  Soliuiry. 
ool  exceedinff  ode  year  j  and  ailerwtirds  confinement  to  bard  labor  not'  execcdioj^  twenty 
y^ars.  -**-l^ 

*  Arson,  or  b&mmg  a  dtoeUxng-fumse  in  the  night  timef  and  attessark*  Jlnerdo  b^ort  foci. 
Death. 

Solitary,  not  cxoeedinf  one  year)  and  after  tp  haroT labor  (or  life. 

'  Bumtrtg  a  iiuteting-nousef  (fr  any  fUtJbfk  b^iitdingf  ftare,  Sj^.  in  ffie  dau  timti  or  am/  datt, 
barnf  J^.byit^ht  (hr  day.  Solitary,  not  cxccedi):^  one  y^',  and  baitf  labor  after  pot  ex- 
ceeding ten  year^. 

'  Idiitnin^  (my  stark  pf  'torn^  hay,  grain,  ^.  and  ae^^ssarit  h^re  fact.  Solitary,  not  mole 
thAb  six  months :  'liM  aAtr  t6  hard  »bor,  not  more  than  Itir^  ^v^aiii  f  or  by  £06  not  exceedli]| 
500  dollars ;  ai¥i  imprisonment  in  cpmmonjail  not  exceieJin^  ope  yeaf. 
IWrUng,  rmtiriUrf^f  fir  }fli/ignrin^  tatthe^  jfc.  Same  as  above. 
Harbwingf' concwingf  mauUititvMg,  or  assiding  0ty  iTtcenJUaHif  ot*  dxteisatia  bffon  tht 
/ktt,  SothS^r  ii6t  extre^ii^'on^  inobth :  and  aftenraAts  to  hattt  Itibor  not  more  ihau  five 
yeaft;  or*  by  fihe  obt  exbcedilAg'  IjOOO*  dollars;  and  liiiprispnment  m  common  Jail  not  cxcecd- 
mg  one  y^f9r. 

Assam  and  batbrfy.  FTne,  not  exceeding  twenty  sbtllngs,  and  requi^  atrMies  IbrlceepiBg 
tMi  peac«;  oJt'Mud  W  a  highef  court. 

Kape,  and  accessary  before  fatX.    Death. 
'^[VariUdly  htoiting  or  atfushg'a  fodman  ehUd  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  axetsary  bejm 
jatt,    ifeath. 

Accessaries  to  rope,  (t/l^r  the  ftct.  Solitary,  not  more  than  tbtt»e  noikthft ;  and  hard  lAor 
all«r  Ibr  h  temt  not  crceedmg  ten  mirft.  '  , 

Attempt  to  rape,  or  aiding  and  aSeUing.  Solf  taiy ,  not  tn6re  than  Hir^  montlrt  |  and  «lto> 
Wofds  (0  hartl'Iah^l'  tiot  e.^fv^^h^'t^  yi»dfs  f  or  by  fine  not  moni  than  500  dolfan;  and  im- 
pMsonmenl  In  common  Jail  ttot  exceediirtg  tine  y«ar.  , 

Assault  io  rape  on  a  woman  child  under  ten  years  old.  SoHfai^,  Odt  excdedShr  Ibttf  ffODtbt^ 
akS  a(lerwards  to  hard  liav)^^^  afiy  tetmoTyearl^  or  for  life. 

Concealing  uregjnanajf  and  being  delivered  iecretlt/  df  a  Bastard  cflift/.  "Vne,  not  ttceediajj 
£00)  tM-iMphMmiefllt  not  fekc««dinr  three  mottthl  '    '   ' 

Concealitig  the  deaUi  of  a  bastard  mild,  so  that  it  camiot  be  'jt'Mm  v^tther  it  W&t  bom  oS^ 
or  not,  or  murdered  or  not.  Motlicr  to  be  -set  on  th^  g^UloWs/'^vfA  a  rope  around  her  ncti 
fdt^iK  boui'';  ^d  f>o  boMid  to  godd  beh^Vibr  M  the  cKficretion  oT  tlie  court,  (Im»  tf  17MJ 
or  by  a  law  of  IQVi,  Uie  court  may  in  Ifeu  of  sentencing  to  sit  o^  thegaltows,  df<.  sntetce  m 
se^fu  imprucfT^nm  hat  wbre  than  th^  tnonihs  >  and  id  hard  la^  nolfHore  than  fix  ye^. 

Bktrglary,  trhhi  armed  wftfc  a  dangerous  weavon,,ctnd  those  acresmty  before  faelt  Or  tad(% 
mdoMting.    Death: 

■Burglary,  tchM  not  arpt^  thitka  dangeroui  teeopon,  and  accestehy  before  fad,  or*  alilngf  ^•. 
Sie^fitayy,  not  ei^ceedin^  iYfoyesh )  and  ^nihic^ent  t^  hard' labor Merwards  <br  lift. 

■AecesiaHertoburgbay  a/Ser  tht  fact.  Sdfitary,  ixyt  tdoi^  than  three  luoiitbs )  and  Blte^ 
wards  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years.  ' 

'  Atakingidto  om^  haUse,  $ho^^.  t/s the'ddy  ttme.  ah t^Uhoid bftdttinr,  fn  thi  m^f^fttm- 
nut  any  felony.  S6)it«Lry,  not  m6re  tftan  ax  inaimfi*,  aod  codfiiietnenl  $fierWMi  (e  b«|d 
UAfot  not  Mora'  than  three  yeaH$  ol"  bv'fiue  tMii  exce^din^  SOOdoilan)  ttoBi  hnpAsoouttt 
in  Common  jiil  hot  mome  thatt  three  yt^ri.  < 

Dettroying  tassel  to  defraud  the  mdefmri^i,  At,  famrfAMnient'  fer  fift',  or  Al*  «ay  100 
ndt  less  than  five  yeart.  '         •   '^  -^   .    .  , 

'  F^orgety,  or  aiding  atut  ostiiHng,  BUMity,  tiot'  ihorfe  Ihkn'  iAH  itaotitltt  $  ind  aftenwdi  to 
hard  laoor  not  leas  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

''X:bunterffHn*^a\^teHgiea<eeffptAlB^dilit]orliM  Solitaiy. 

not  exceeding  one  year  :  and  afterwards  hard  labor  for  life. 

Passing  any  eotttdermi  certificate  df  yoBHc  deBt',  di-  IMi'Hai.^  SMititry;  n<^  nrifie  tMa 
ihi*iy  days  5  and  hard  tabor  after  nol  more  than  three  yenrtr  j  or  by  fih*  not  exceedfa^  l/W 
deflars }  ^u.?  binding  to  good  behuvior  fbr  t«ro  yeors. 
'  Second  convicts,  aiut  corttiction  at  the  sami't&mvf  tohrt,  on  flhr^  settfhtt  hUHttmiuts  fir 
Solttttry,  net  moi^  <lmn  dnc^  year;  ana  af 


ojhiet.    Solttttry,  net  moi^  <lmn  dnc^  yMf)  and  afterwards  to  labof  Ibr  it  tem  not  cv' 
ceeding  ten  jfears. 

Briit^?  coiatterfnt  bills  into  State,  or  hatmg  in  possesion  udiH  irt^nt  lb  pass,  8aiittiy> 
not  more  than  thpe«  monlt^ )  and  Imrd  fafe^  iM  more'  than  three  yeai^ ;  or  by  flue  not  ex- 
c'eediniF  1 ,000  doltar^ ',  and  1  Aipri<^rthieOt  in  tommon  fail  not  exeeedii^  one  yanr. 

MhBng  or  mending  any  loot,  iftt  to  be  used  in  iot'inlerfeUing  bUlsy  or  hating  mttk  ttol  m* 
pdeaessiort,  tailh inteni  t»use,Spc.  Solitary, Mt  exceeding thh^eiiMmtteh)  and  afterfo  h«M  labort 
not  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  50U  dollara  \  and  confiuevMnif  in  eboMBM' 
jnl  not  more  than  one  year.    '    '  -    ;.      /  .1  •  .  ' 

Counterfeiting  any  ffofd  at  fitter  tahi,  tr  aiding  aiid  disittft^,  or  ka»iim  in  paistttim,  imH^ 
imttmto  pass,  ned  ies§  UtO^^tm  ffkt^  ^  wtf%>ti»uMMiyM  eoHk.    Mitas^/ not  ixeeMftag  ona 
ywT}  and  hard  labor  after  for  lilh.  \.  t,*,.  H'.  •)  -.v  u  k  f 
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BrhgiAjt  (hh  the  SUfey  or  /im*tn^  in  possession  any  numbn  o/piefes  o//(Use  coin,  tcUh  inierU  to 

jm.  Solitary,  not  more  than  ilvec  mouths  \  aiid  hard  labor  uot  more  than  tlire^^'ews  \ 

or  by  fine  not  'Exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  ami  biudiug  to  good  behavior  for  two  yean. 
&cmi  convkdowj  or  beinfr  coiivicUd  at  the  same  term  on  tfiret  several  indicimaUs  for  tin  s<fme 

ofetKi.  Solitary^  upt  more  tbao  oac  year  j  aod  hard  )aiK)r  uot  less  than  two  ijor  more|. 

iSau  tea  yeani. 
Uiiv^,  meudiMg,  A^<  any  to^^  or  instrument  for  eoimfig  gpld  or  sihxr  cota,  loiil^  intent  to 

mofbeuml,  J\^.    Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  j  anonard  labor  not  more  than  Uue^ 

)ear3>  or  fiue  uot  ex^diog  fiOO  dollars  ^  ami  imprisoiifseq^Jun  common  jail  09t  mon^  thea' 

onejear. 
/armiH,  when  (he  amoimt  stolen  does'not  exceed  6  dollars f  and  where  (lie  conviction  is  befofn  a 

jalkeo/the  peacCf-^-or  acc<'sscu~ies.    Pine,  i¥>t  ex.cep4j:igi^  .dvilaurej  and  imprisonment  in 

romtnon  JaiJ  not  more  than  twenty  days;  ehhcr  or  both.' 
Ltrcen^f  whem  the  aaioitni  does  not  ejected  IGO  d<fflars,  .  ^Utary,.aoi  c;cceeding  six  months ; 

3&\  hard  labor  aflcr  not  mor^  thai»  one  year^  or  by  &>e  ipot  exceotijoff  lOQ  dollar*  ;  and  Wn 

j*5snamcnt  in  comnion  jail  uot  longer  tlian  one  year. ,  .  ,.       j 
Where  the  amouatl  exceeiU  100  hilars, — or  upcessdirics^    SotA^ry,  not  more  ihaa  one  ycsgr; 

andbardiabor  after  poiexcefdin^  three  years.       '.  \^  \; 

'  Second  conviclioT^  oflarcfny  hejoit  tfie  pttpreme  Jitdmal  Court  y  or  conviction  o/lf^ree  distinc^^ 

toirmti  (tt  tJtt!  same  term.    Solitary,  not  exceeding  u:ie  yei^g  .and  aftfu*  U>  hard  labor  not  less, 

tUi  l/iree  nor  more  than  fifteen  years.  .  , 

Urceny,  c*punitited  in  the  ni^hl  time,Jry  br^qkiog  ^nd/n^fins;  any  slu^^  wareliouse,  ^. 

*^  axasarie*     Solitary,  not  more  than  c^e  year';  anu  ^l  (la^^abor  ;^rward3  not  tnorm 

ibn  fifteoj  years.  « 

Eideri^f  vaiihoiA  brtakinfi^in  Vie  niglUtime^  arty  It^^.^  sluop,  &c.the  owner  or  ccaanot 
^i^  therem^  and  put  tff  ,^Wj  and  accessaries.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year  5  aj*4  nar4, 
iabor  Dot  i9Qre  than  tea  year^..,  , 

larceny  m  the  day  (tme  tn  any  dwelling  haust,  shopj  ^rc.  Solijlaryi  AOt  mor0  than  sp(, 
aoiubi}  and  hardjabor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Cmxtding  afeioni,  or  recnpii^  sloUn,goods.  Solitary;,  oj^t'  more  thap  a^  mombs }  |ind  hacii 
■ov  alter  voi  more  than  three  years ',  or  by  fine  ^ot  exa;ediAg  dOO  dollars }  and  <3oiifinemeai 
ii  ttounoQ  Jail  not  inor^  ^h;^  three  Years. 

Btcond  conrieti/in  for  receiving  sloieft  goods.  Bolitary,.npV  c^qeeding  one  year  j  and  ha^ 
i^  not  less  thaji  tfrcejvor  more  than  ten  years. 

rajury.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  moiUhs|  and  j^axd,  Jailor  opt  less  thaq  two  qoTi 
^BR  ifaaq  fifteeoj'ean. 

AtioriMtam  q/fxg'ia^.    Same  as  penury.  .  .   1  ..    ;•* 

£i^lBEmpirfi^  to  incite,  to  pegury.  BolWy ,  ool  mor^  l|)a^  Iwq  qKHtfhs  3 .  and  bar4  labor  9o^, 
aire  Jnn  live  years. 

Persons  disguising  themselves,  and  resisting  dfi  qficer^  ^r  obstructing  the  $jcettttion  of  tht . 
jm^  Foe,  QfM  le»  than  20  dculars,  nor  more  than  ^00  dollars  \  aud  imprisoned  in  common 
^  Bot  exo^ding  one  year ;  and  boupd  to  kee{i  the  peace  for  one  year  aflerwqrds. 

^>Mng  a  dud  tonerc  death  shall  not  eiuue.  or  d^dltxfgipg^  to  a,  duel  though  no  duel  be 
M»V,  and  a.  sticondH^der  0*  abetter.    Punifhed  as  a  ^Iqnic^  assaulter,  solUary^  not  more  * 
lbs  one  year;  aaa  har4.  |a|x>r  not  exc^tii^g  iwanty  yeabs*.  and  disqualifiea  irom  holdiDg 
•<tfcr  twenty  years.  ,     >«     ,         / 

Afeqtkig  «  ckaib^ngfii  <Mtf^.  no  dtt4  cnitm,md  Hiose  qddhjtg.  or  abetting^ .  Common  jail 
"ttnovB  tbei)  «ma  y^^  j^  and  wsqualifed  from  liohling  a^jy  qlBce  Ipr  fiv^  years. 

SHeL  l^w  of  I7B4U.  For(bi(ure  of  lat^dii,  gPpd^i  £^  of.suca  part  thereof  as  the  opart  may 
^Renniiie :  to  be  whipj^  thirty-nine  stripes  on  the  nake^  \^^l^  9I  the  public  w^ppmg-post ; 
^V*«QiMd4a  Q|ap»BOpifPHl:nQtmore  MiQn  oim  ye^, abr  less  ^im  «ix  months ;  and  once  eveiy 
Bne  moQllts,  tnirty-nine  stripes  on  the  nakeJa  back.  Qr.  by  the  law  of  181^  the  court  may  . 
*(pt(a«i  ^.M^fwy  iip0rjuin9:9^t.(br  ^  <iepi^ jiot  <gtqe»ding  Uw^  raonUis;  and  hard  labor 
«*  exeeetSng  five  y6ars.  ; 

Mvifig  or  fUtirftyi^  Ifff!^^f!iktfg9leir  ,<(c.  'Forfeit  90^  more  than  SO  dollars  nor  lets 
aaaSve. 

Mmif, .  Mitacvi  not  moK*  than  one  year ;  and  har4  Ubor  after  net  exceeding  tea  yeavi. 

^Mkif .  ^anwonient  by  law  of  1784.  Set  upon  the  gallowsi  with  a  rope  about  the  neck, 
Md  (be  rope  thrown  over  <ne  sallows,  lor  the  space  of  que  hwr  |  be  publidy  whipped,  not 
^lOndiag  ikktg'ma^ stripeVi  Be  tmpnsonedr  or  fined  and  bouad  to  good  behavior  s  all  or 
^  ofikeie  puni^liiiieiiU.  ^  law  oif  18^,  Chap.  134*  The  court  may  sentence  to  solitary 
^^ement  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  hard  labor  aifterwards  not  exceeding  five  years. 

Pslft^smsf^    Saarie  a«  adohery.        . 

ArmoKMn^  (/*«  man*  Fuie>  not  exceeding  £5.  nor  less  than  90  shillings ,  and  if  he  neg- 
^  to  pay  for'  twenty •IbiuT  houn,  shall  be  whipped  not  exipeeding  ten  stripes.  Jlf  a  woman 
QM,  not  «iceeding  £$,  nor  less  than  $  shilUngs }  and  if  pv^roeat  be  not  made  in  twenty- 
im  haag%  shall  be  oommitle4  to  prison  ior.a  teim  not!  more  Uyan  ten  daya  nor  less  than 
t«iKy4bnr  htfopf. 

BksjAemsf.    "Bf  law  of  1782.   Imprisonment  not  exceedmg  one  year ;  atting  in  the  pilkwy } 
l^^iapiag  «  aptttw  qa  Um»  snllowawith  a  rope  aipund  the,o%i:IPii  «f  binding  to  good  behavior 
^rhx}tiaflC^AClMi|v34t    Soh(iM(7y0^^e]cq9e4bgt>K«ia  months }  and  hard  labor  ate 
nrisogtiiiore  than  five  yfears.  ,  ,1    ^  •    • 
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Violating  Ou  tepulchresoftJie  dead,  4«.  Ixnprisoomcnt  for  a  tenn  not  cxcefidiog  one  T%r ; 
or  fined  nol  ezoeedui|^  l,OdO  dollars. 

Concttding  or  reoatmgf  ^.  human  hodktf  dug  up,  ^r.    Same  as  above. 

■ 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Boarder.    Death. 

Arwn^  or  acce$$ttry  before  the  fact.    Death. 

Rape,  or  aeeeetary  be/ore  Oiejad.    Death. 

Robbery,  or  accessary  before  the /act.    Death. 

Biu^giary,  or  aeeasary  oe/oitjact.    Death. 

Treason.    Death. 

Sodomy,  or  accessary  before  fad  ^  fir ti  offence.  Carried  to  the  gallows  in  cart,  and  «eaied  on 
the  gallows  not  more  than  three  hours,  and  thence  to  the  couuiwu  Jail,  there  to  be  cootiaed 
not  more  than  threeyear*  \  aud  be  fined  not  exceedmg  1,000  doUara. 

Second  offence.    Death. 

Forgery  of  notes,  certificates  or  other  seeuriHa,  or  bank  biUs,  or  accessary  before  fad.  Sit 
in  the  pillorv ;  while  there,  shall  have  a  piece  of  each  of  his  ears  cat  off}  sfaali  be  branded 
while  in  piDoiy  with  letter  C;  Khali  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  dx  years  ^  and  shall  bo 
fined  not  exceeding  4,000  dollars ;  or  any  or  alt  of  said  panishments. 

Passing  firged  notes,  bank  bilk,  Sfc.  or  accessary  before  fad.    Same  as  abore. 

Bringing  into  Stale,  or  ftacittg  in  possession  forged  bami  notes  to  pass.    Same  as  above. 

BlMmtg  or  hatring  in  wesesdon,  pkUes,  ^^.  for  forging,    Suud  as  above. 

Forgery  of  records,  wigaHons,  ^v.    Same. 

CounUrfeUing  coin.    Same. 

Hcccing  counterfeit  coin  in  possession,  wkh  intent  to  pass.    Same. 

Making  or  hcanng  in  possession,  tools,  Src.  for  forging  coin.    Same. 

Perjury,  or  subomaiton  ofrxrfury.  Fiiie,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  placed  ia  pillorT 
oot  more  tnan  four  hours,  and  be  cropped  and  branded ;  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  iMS 
three  ^ears ;  or  any  or  all  said  puutshments. 

Butting  to  perjm,  though  it  he  not  commuted.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollars ; 'and  im* 
prisoned  not  mora  than  one  year. 

Bribery,  Fine,  not  exccieding  2,000  dollars;  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  vetn; 
and  be  disqualified  fiom  holdinsr  any  ofilce  in  State. 

Voluntary  maststaugfOer,  Fine,  not  moro  than  1,000  dollars;  and  be  imprisoned  not  less 
than  six  months  nor  more  than  two  years ;  and  find  security  for  good  behavior  aflerwards. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  putting  out  an  eye,  slitting  nose,  Hfc.  with  tntemt  to  maim  or  disfigun,  iw 
all  accessaries  before  tiiefact.  Fine,  not  less  than  50  nor  more  then  3,000  dollars;  and  ub* 
prisoned  not  more  than  two  years. 

Duelling,  though  deeittt  does  not  enstte.    Canied  publitly  in  a  cart  to  the  gallows,  with  a 
'  rope  about  nis  nedc,  and  aii  thereon  for  one  hour ;  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  >'>eari 
or  either,  or  both. 

Horse  stealing,  or  accessary  before  fact.  Shall  return  the  horse  te  the  owner,  and  pay  tbe 
value  thereof;  or  in  case'the  horse  is  not  rastored,  shall  pay  double  the  value;  shall  he^°^ 
not  exceeding  1,000  doUats;  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  three  years;  and  whipped 
not  to  exceea  100  stripes. 

Accessaries  after  the  fad.  Fine,  not  more  than  fiOO  doUara;  and  imprisonmcBt  not  owre 
than  two  years.  r  ; 

Rescuit^  conoiets/or  murder.  Fine,  not  exceeding  £,008'.dollaa*;  onbe  impritmed  not  u> 
exceed  five  years. 

Theft,  or  aeeessary  before  fad.  Shall  restore  the  property  stolen*  aiul  pi^  the  full  valoe  to 
the  owner ;  and  in  case  the  property  be  not  nstored,  smU  pay  douUe  the  va)ue>  and  be  fined 
bot  exceeaihg  l,dOO  doOars  $  be  imorisoned  not  exceeding  tiaoyaais ;  and  be  whipped  not 
exceeding  fifty  stripes ;  or  any  or  ail  of  said  punishments. 

Contmraey,  or  common  barratry^  or  embranry,  Fueyiwt  oxceadii^  £00  doUara;  ajw  uo' 
prisoned  not  more  Uian  six  months. 

Challaufe  to  duel,  or  accepting  ehallengtf  or  aidiag  €ar  abetting,  tktugh  n^  dudbef^fV*' 
Same  as  me  foregoing. 

Extortion,  Fine,  not  to  exceed  500  dollan ;  and  imprifonment  not  mora  than  two  >'e*a« 
and  forfeit  to  the  party  aggrieved  twofold  damages.  .      , 

Obetruding  oficers  in  their  duty.  Fine,  not  exceeding  SOD  dollitfB;  and  bo  impntsped 
not  exceedinrone  year ;  either  or  oolh. 

Adukery.    Fine,  not  joxceedinr  200  dollars ;  and  impriaonmeni  not  longar  than  sa  mflw^ 

/Vvnica^toit.    Fme,  not  more  Oian  5  dollars  ;  and  impriaoned  not  more  than  5  da)*. 

B^tpKemy,    Fine,  not  over  100  dollars ;  and  imprisoameni  not  lonfer  thaa  two  monui^ 

(kmeuing  indrumenis  to  prisoners  to  enable  them  to  escape,  fine,  not  exceeding  IKlOdol* 
Ian  j  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year.  . 

If  any  prisoner  escape  by  means  ofstuh  tooU  fumiMhed.  Shall  pay  all  sums  dlw^y  "* 
prisoner  stood  committed  for ;  and  saflbr  aU  tbe  pains  and  pcaakies  theweacaped  pnssoe' 
wiDcdd  be  liable  to,  onlaas  tbe  offence  was  capital,*— in  which  caae,  he  shall  be  fined  am  ad^ 
than  S^flOO,  and  mtprisoned  not'  more  than  nv^  yeara. 

Ccnmdesaiqrii^,tf  retaken.    Shall  coiitinua  in  prison  for  auchlffniaf  his  impriwHttMit* 


naumdmaopind  at  the  time  of  his  escape  ]  and  sbafl  uodeigp  sacfa  addiiiopal  impiivoo- 
BMoi  Bs  the  court  may  see  fit  to  order,  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Cmxaiag  death  of  iatUardckild,  wttare  eddaux  of  murder  dpet  nU  exist,  Fiue,  not  tx- 
ceedin^  300  dollars ;  and  unprisomnent  not  exceeding  one  year :  either  or  both. 

Bigamtf.  Sit  od  the  gallows  one  hour  with  a  rope  around  the  neck ;  be  fined  doC  exceed- 
■el^doUars ;  and  be  imprisoned  iioi  exoeelii^  two  years. 

oivnmg  kouaeBf  hama,  out  hoiae$,  or  any  other  bummg^  the  burning  of  ^kkh  duiU  not 
^opitfocnaK  at  the  eommon  law.  Fine,  not  exceeding  5,000  dollars  j  and  imprisonment 
M  exceedJiK^  five  yean  j  sit  in  the  pillory,  cropped  oo  both  ears  while  on  the  pillory,  aaa  be 
oranded  with  letter  B. 

Amuig  stadcM  of  com,  haif,  gram,  4v.  Fine,  not  exceedinff  1,000  dollars  i  and  imprisoned 
sol  anfe  than  one  ytmr, 

i"«i*,> «» mmrder,  rape,  rob^  or  commit  todomy  or  burgkoy.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000 
Mats;  ittd  impnftmedfnoi  mora  than  two  years. 

,  Amaiit  and  batta-y.    Fine,  not  mora  than  100  doUan }  and  imprisonment  not  more  than 
ssffloothij  either  or  both. 

.^^^,€itttmg or ditmembaing bouU of  anUhar.    Fine,  not  more  than  100  dollars;  and 
■h««««nt  oot  more  thaa  two  months  $  one  or  both ;  ana  pay  the  owner  treble  damages. 

Ttkiagfndty  See^  Fine,  not  more  than  10  doUarsy  if  convicted  before  two  justices  of  the 
?^*re— or  if  by  the  genersl  sessions  ef  the  peace,  not  more  than  SO  dellan }  and  be  impris- 
<*»!  not  to  exeeed  one  aaonth  \  either  or  both  >  ana  pay  treble  damages  to  the  owner. 

TimtfOfta^anyf/mferoonwdmnfuUy  out  of  the  SUdA.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dol- 
hn;  sod  impnsomneai  not  more  than  two  yeara.    Lanooof  Rhode  Jeiand,  puUuned  in  182S| 


CONNECTICUT. 
TVbimi.    Death. 

•Np'siAph  'ff  6f  ssiii    Fine,  not  eooceeding  $ljXO^  and  imprisonment  in  state  prison. 


Murder.    Desuh. 

Mmdtn^nsK  Plne^abt  exceeding  f  600;  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  or  state 
pinn,  OQI  more  than  three  yean  nor  less  than  sue  mouths. 

ftrfitry.wilhwemiUfUAeli/^.    Death. 

Anm.  oauthie  deaths  or  endangertng  the  Ufh  of  atny^peraan.    Death. 

A»iti|^SB«y  M/ditrtg'  other  than  a  moeUing  kouse,  end  coming  death.    Death. 

ftatyeK tmgttefOrftdiuu  ontlktByef  Ac withma/iee^    Death.  . 

Chaay  or  mSmwur  any  Hmk  of  amther;  tnth  intad  to  dUfgurt.  State  prison  ibr  I»fe, 
«ai  ihe  discMtion  Wlh*  Mint. 

Kne.    Death. 

dkmyf  Jfrntii  ^thmirndtrfm.   8Mte  priaon  te  life^  or  such  tenn  of  time  as  the  ceuit 

Aumlij  with  intent  to  rape.    Same  as  above. 

htmtiokiHwrroAi  ' aane  as  above. 

^dminiiiit  ^M'  ywbewy  itUhtiatknt  tokJiier  frodmoe  miaimnage»    Same  as  the  foregoing.   ,. 

Beam  merti^  AHotndL  of  a  baatard  titiuL  Fine,  not  above  jl60;  or  imprisonment  not 
■"«  tkaa  three  months. 

Oemmhnem^tkadtaOitfataaimdtkUd*  To  sot  OB  galkms,  with  a  rope  about  her  neck, 
"T  ooe  hour :  and  bound  to  good  behavior,  and  imprisoned  lor  a  term  not  excee^io^  .009 
y*.  at  *>  JbatAiwoCfba  bonrt  ' 

Kidnapping.    Fine  of  5400. 
^mi^ordetir&yi^mtfaugatimtfpromahnftarmOi^.oftheSa^    State  pnson  for 
H>«  or  for  such  term  ofuiie  as  tie  oowt  nrnf  wder. 

fanrtu  Mate  JSmhmv  CMnty  fioumt  ^ourt  koute,  ttnon  haute,  chwrch,  chapdf  4^.  State  prison 
■teweedmc  seven  yean. 

forp^pShfkrseeuriliBt^    8iai»prison  not  exceeding  dwee  years. 

RoSbery.    State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  yean. 

Avvfary.    Sm6  prison  not  exeeedisig  three  yeara.  / 

BMery  or  burglary,  vith  pereonal'  ahuse,  or  armed  with  any  dangerous  voeapon.  Life  in 
'Ms  prinn,  «p  fcr  V  tann  of  jnaan  nol  less  than  seven. 

Bttakii^  store,  shop,  4%.  with  intent  to  commit  ih^.    State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years 

ii'wn.    Stsie  priaen  not  ctttfeediar  seveu  years. 

Bundng  vessel,  qfice,  store,  shop,  S^.    State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  yean. 

JftsaAm  mt^s  kmt^  to  defraud  underwriters.    Same  as  above. 

OatrtYtt^omatl,»de/hmd underwriters.    Same. 
^foyiy.    SHSe  prison  not  exceeding  three  yearsj  and  double  damqges  to  the  party 
npsnd, 

Ceuaierfeiling  com.    State  prison  not  exceeding  three  yean. 

Fmteasmg  mmnter/eiteo^mUh  inttnt  topass.    Same  as  above. 

fmh^  immtu/m  bUist  an.    State  prison  not  over  three  years* 

Making  plntes  fir  eounterfiitingbUb.    Same. 

Pmesiii^  counterfeit  bills,  with  intent  to  fit  up,  or  pass*    Same. 


Pmjmb^rpblufir/trgii^  baak  bilk,    Banw. 
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Bonetuatt^*    State priaoniiot  CTceeding two yeaw ;  and  Aaflptydwewmrlrtbteflg 
▼ahM  of  the  bone. 

StoaA^yhNnefctfperionaKa^.    State  pnaoii  not  exoeedinp  five  jneart. 

BteaUngfrom  the  vtnon  to  the  amount  of  KUi,    State  prison  not  ezceediiig  two  yean. 

Br«aMtt^<mtf  ateuu^yWrnia^wM^indeiy  {Ink     Same. 

-  Sbmplt  vt^  Shall  pay  treble  the  value  of  the  prapeny  atolen.  and  tether  pannhed  hjr 
fine  not  exceeding  ft  \  and  if  the  property  stolen  amoont  to  $^,  snail  be  fttfther  txtt'ohed  by 
wMppiiu^,  not  exceeding  ten  stripes.  If  the  pn>pei>ty  stolen  be  of  leia  value  Abn  j[4,buicf 
▼aloe  of  5I;  if  the  oflender  refUfc  to  pay  the  fine,  ifaall  be  punisbed  by  wfaippiog  « 


RKmv^^mdcciAceediMg9UAaigood»,    Same  riunishment  as  ftepiiuci^wl  ortMef. 

Perfmy.  Fine,  fffi;  and  statepnsoii  for  six  months;  and  dtsqaahfied  ever  after  frsm 
taftSiyiqghiGQon.  (XAierAf  JfitV  w»  18t6.  80  that  the  confinement  fai  tUiae  prison  is  not  10 
exceed  two  years,  nor  be  less  than  six  months;  the  other  part  of  ibe  penalty  reawiBdii^as 
H-was.) 

8ubarmtk>n  o/pe/fMry.    Some  as  peijory. 

Bribery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  jl^WOj  and  imprisonment  in  the  eoaanen  ji^ViMtteceeil' 
ing  two  yean ;  and  (ncapable  or  ever  atfter  fiolding  any  ofllce  in  Slate. 

Embetzlii^  or  edterfng  any  neohi,  wUt,  deedlf  ijfc.    Stke-  prison  not  exceedng  sevea  yean. 

Ccnaterfeiting  jmUic  seals.    Same  as  above. 

Efeiotiifg  eicape  0/ prisoners  in  ttaie  prison.    State  priasD  not  esoeodiog  she  yean. 

Kaiatance  to  officers.  Fine,  not  exceeding  54  dollars  j  or  by  imprisonment  m  cMttmoD  jsil 
Bttt  more  than  two  mondis ;  or  both. - 

Sendif^  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  fght  a  dttd.  Firib  of  3.000  dollars ;  and  bends  ttr  keep 
the  peace,  and  be  or  good  behavior  daring  life;  and  ^disabled  from  ever  after holdiog any 
office. 

JMioeru^  a  t^ioHenge.    Same  as  above,  exeeptingfindteg  anises  fir  good  behavior. 

Riot.  F^,  not  exceeding  67  dollars ;  or  imprisonment '  fai  common  Jail*  net  exceeding 
SB  months:  or  by  both.  *         ' 

Dettroymg  turnpike  property  {rt  the  night  seaion.  Fine,  not  exeeedbg  MQ  doUin;  and 
imprisonment  in  common  Jail  not  more  than  sbe  months.  *       '    ;      ' 

Breaking  windows,  4^.  in  the  night  time.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  doBars;  orin^iiMNh 
mem  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  ux  months ;  or  both. 

Sodomtf,    State  prison  finr  life. 

Bestiality,    The  same.  

Adalttry.  Mm,  in  state  prison;  wtmian,  in  eommco  jaS,  fbr  a  tenn  not  eseeediiqf  five  tor 
less  than  two  years. 

UseetL    Same  as  above. 

Bigamy.    Same  as  adultery. 

Fbn^dcation.    Fine^  1  dollars ;  or  impriabnihent  in  etnnmott  jail,  fir  the  lem  «f  one  naata. 

Blaaphtmy.  line,  not  exceeding  Iw  dollars;  and  impriBoameat  in  cemaon  jail  aster' 
cee<Kng  one  year:  and boond  to  good  behavior. 

Disinterment  of  deceased  persons,  Sj^.  fine,  not  exceeding  000  dollars,  uat-  lea  tfasa  lOi 
di»Ban;  and  fiffUier  pouished  by  conflnefiientfrn  conunon  joif,  not  mora  man  twelve  nor  hs 
dian  three  monfis. 

Second  comiakn  of  any  crime,  when  setUenetd  to  state  pHtm.  Not  axeeedng  dooUs  ibe 
teftn  to  which  liable  on  firtt  conviction.  / 

Third  comictim.  State  prison  for  life.  Lotos  of  ConneetkuL  Tide  SS.  p.  151.  Kt- 
tatedaiidptMiaei.A.P.m\.  '         < 

Poor  debtors.    By  a  law  of  May,  1 8S6,  no  female  can  be  (mprisoned  for  debt^ 

NEW  JERSEY. 
'  TWawn.    i)cath. 

MUprisionoftreoMm,    Confinement  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  yeanj  erfiKMt 
OKceeding  1/XX>  dollars ;  or  both. 
.  Murder,    peath  j  and  the  court  may  order  the  body  for  dissection. 

MmslaugTUer.  Fine,,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  to  bard  fauwr  not 
longer  man  three  years ;  either  or  both.  ' 

,  Sodomy,    t^me,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twentyooe  veant 
'  Rape,  or  carnal  cJnae  of  any  woman  child  under  ten  yean  of  age,  and  those  aiding  am 
abetting,  ^.    ^e^  ^d  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  lal>or  not  exceeding  fifteen  years. 
,  Polygamy f    Fine,  and  iroprisonmeiU  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years ;  w  cither. 

Cottcealing  pregnatwy,  when  Uie  child,  if  horn,  would  be  a  bastard,  and  heing  delittnd^Mh 
child  in  sec'iti.  rme,  not  exceeding  ido  dollars ;  and  solitary  confinement  in  cells  «  siaxe 
prison  not  more  than  three  months ;  either  or  b|^.  Supplementary  km  of  Dec.  1824. 
,  .QameaUng  the  death  of  a  baMard  child,  i(c.  Fine,  not  exceeding  TO  dollars ;  afld«lit>ry 
ithprisoument  in  cells  or  state  prison  not  more  than  three  months :  either  or  both.  Supple 
mentary  law  qf  Dec.  1924.  .  " 

Incest.  Fuic,  not  exceeding  fi0(^  dollars ;  anfl  solitary  im^sonmeni  in  ceBs  tiot  excecdhig 
ftiUr  and  a  half  mouths ;  either  or  both. 

AdulUrys  JPinei  not  exceeding  100. dollars.;  or  imoriaonment  not  exceediii^SLX  moaths. 
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Pnlmdkup  to«Mrrt«»  wiUhcra/l,  or  by  occuU  adoM  io  dUeovtf  stoUngrnds,  ifc,  Fiae.  not 
dceediog  fiO  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  hanl  labor  not  more  than  three  moatas  \  or  boto.  ; 

Watphemif.  Fine»  not  estceocUog  300  doUarsj  or  imprisoDmciii  at  hard  labor  not  more 
tfaao  ooa  year ;  orbotiv 

Ptrfury,  catd  subornation  of  perjwry,  Hne,  not  exceediaff  800  dollars ;  or  imprisonnieBt  at 
And  labor  act  aiore  ihan  ievea  years;  or  both  j  and  readcred  incapable  of  testifying  tiU 
jedffnwnt  b9  re^tirsed. 


Briery.    Ftne.  nd  exceeding  800  dollan;  aad  imprisoamenl  at  hard  labor  not  more  than 
fiveyean >  or  botn  j  and  forever  dis(|uaiijSad  firasn holding 

fjtoituMi.    Fine,  not  more  than  400  dollars ;  or  soKtaj  ^ 
pri!«oa  not  exceeding  six  raaalhs;  or  bolM.    BtqfftltmenUxru  Uii.of  Nw.  193^ 


Fine,  not  more  than  400  dollars ;  or  solitary  in^>risonment  in  the  cells  of  s4at«> 
•.^w  HiK  i^vi^eduig  six  raaalks;  or  bolM.    St^^emaUitry  law. of  Nov.  18^4^ 
EMtbmoery,  tmd  aUempts  (o  iiiflufnct  a  juror  or  jury  wiwva/uUy  or  comqatly,    Flne^  sot  ttc- 

oaediag  300  doUara :  or  solitaiy  coofinemem  in  ine  cells  of  state  pruun  not  exceeding  [hntf- 

■oBihg  3  or  IhotK.    SuppkefTiera^ry  Ime  of  18^4,  .  ^ 

A  juror  faking  an  illegal  rtuxtrd.    Fine,  not  exceeding  600  dollars  j  or  solitary  ConfinemaBt: 

ifl  ceik  of  state  prison  not  more  than  six  months ;  and.  disqualified  tp  ser>'a  over  after  a»  ajufy- 

om.    iSimttmintiaay  iMig  €/ 1^X14* 


unpnsomnant 
at  hard  labor  not  exceedmg  ten  ^cars ;  or  either*  \ 

Buting  Jbt  to  buiidmgA,  with  tntmi  ta  bum,  and  accessftriet.  Fine,  and  solitary  imprisoo- 
VHot  to  nard  la})«r  not  exceeding  ten  yearSr   ... 

Burglary.  Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  ibr  a  term  not  exceeding: 
teye9r»«  , 

utrefm§f  under  6  doUart,  Tvs»,  vmi  exceeding, SO  dolLMfSj  or  imprisonment  to  hard  labor* 
VA  exceeding  one  year ;  either  or  both.  >., 

Larvmy^  Jmm  6  dcUar*^  Fine^  mi  4Kcae<^og.  50Q  doHais ;  or  imprisooineDt  at^hard  labor 
»  excecfuog  .ten  yeess;  or  both. 

Robbery.    Fine,  and  solitaiy  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fifteen  yeaw. 

itnwdltpSih  ftUtiL  4a  r9bt -or ^u^  bvfakittg  by  day,  wUh  intent  to  kill,  rob,  stealf  4^7«  Fiae, 
Bot  exceecfing  SOO  dollars ;  or  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  tea  yean ; 
vhottL 

BnUring  dwelling  House,  sJiop,  ^.  eHher  by  day  or  night,  wUhcnd  hrealdngj  wiCh  intent  t0 
kUL,  rob,  steals  A^.  Fine,  not  exceeding  300  dollars ;  or  solltaxy  imprisonment  to  bard  labor 
■M  exceeding  nve  years ;  or  both. 

8enf»U  or  omrmtio^'Over  14  year*  of  age,  intrusted  with  money,  goodSfSre.  by  their 
msoers,  who  shall  run  away  with,  or  embezzle  the  same.  Fme,  not  exceeding  lOO  dollars ;  or 
solitary  hnpriflonment  in  the  cells  at  state  prison  not  exceeding  six  months ',  or  both.  Supfie- 
M«6iry  Um>  of  1824. 

Udief,  sX^eimg  goods  from  their  lodgisig^  Fipe,  not  exceeding  500  dollars ;  or  solitary 
wAwiiirirf  io  em  of  stale  prison  iK>t  more  than  six  months  3  or  both.    Ltao  g/'1824. 

Sleatb^  bills,  bonds,  notes,  iW.  or  taking  them  by  robbery.  Same  aa  stealing  or  taking  by 
irfifeery^ibernodsonUAfalue.  ,  ,        «      ,  ^ 

Skaiii^  deeis^wUls,  lease*,  letters  of  attorney.  Sec.  ape,  or  taking  them  by  robbery,  Finie,.n0|) 
exceeding  500  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  yeais  ^  or  both.         .1 

ffterfiHj;  or  ettoidiiu  recpras  yibsrfby  anyjudgnient^  is  reversed,  wid  those  aiding  and  abettvsg. 
FW,  not  exceeding  7/XX)  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  hnr4  labor  oipt  exceeding  seyen  year9i> 

«riKKh«  .'  .".•'*  I       • 

Same  ushtrejudgment,  Spcisnol  reversed.    Fine,  not  exceed^ig  J, 0^0  doUais ;  or  inaprieoiK 
stt  at  hard  IjfitafiyHfXMeding  four ^earsjt,  01:  bot^  ,    ;  ^j  ^ 

Forgery.    Fine,  and  solitary  impnsonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years  j  or 

Aekaotskdging  fines,  recoveries,  deeds,  bail  Juagtnentt,  Sj^.in  the  names  of  otfitrs,  not  jimf 
(kr^fV^r  jteewiuting^  others  as  hail,    Fiue,  pot  exceedii^g  7,000  dol^  j  at  jphtaiy  Impri^n- 


ji  af  fiara  labor  tiot  mofe  than  se veti  years. 

Usi^  any  false  token  or  writing  tq  obtain, money  or  goods,  iibith  intent  to  cheat  br  defnqui' 
100,1101  ezcewlijig  S^fiOO't  br,l>y  taw  of  l82^,  may  i>e  sentenced  to  solitary  imprisonnpfnl 
a  the  ccUb  of  state  pnson  iiot  exceeding  nine  months  j  or  both. 

ObstructiHg  the  execution  ofvroeess  ^  any  sheriffs  coroner,  constable,  SjfV.  ¥loe,  not  exceed- 
i^  800  dollars ',  or,  by  law  or  I8S4,  solitary  impnsonment  in  cells  of  state  |»iion  not  mgre 
uao  SIX  moolhs )  or  both. 

Sberijs  and  othef  officers,  guilty  ofvduntary  escapes  in  capital  cases.    Death. 

VoUtntary  escape  in  cases  not  capital.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1 ,000  dollars )  or  imprisonment 
u  hasd  labor  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  both  j  aiKt  disqualification  for  any  office  forever 

Reacmqf  persons  mlty  of  capital  crimes.    Death, 

JZootf  »  crimtnaT cases,  not  capital,  and  in  all  dkil  cases.    Fine,  not  ezceedii^g  $tfiO0f  or 

le,  tiot  exceeding  1,000  dot- 
prison  aot  exceeding  nlxN^ 

mwwp  i  oi  tyith.  .  ^      ,  .    ». 

Ajsntag pritoner  in  fauio tMOpi, cionoeying to luA prt$oner  any  ^^fip'^l  Ahnf^Mfi  f«* 
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tofacUUate  his  escape,  or  assisting  prisoner  to  escape  Jj-om  an  q^xer.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500 
dollars  \  or.  by  law  of  18:21,  solitary  imprlsouineul  iu  cells  of  state  prisou  not  exceediug  six 
months;  or  both. 

Compounding  treason  or  oOter  crimes.  Fine.,  not  exceeding^  900  dollan ;  or,  by  law  of  1824, 
•olitary  confinement  iu  cells  of  stale  prison  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  montlis)  or  both. 

Conspiracy  to  indict  any  person,  or  cause  him  to  be  intlicted.  Fine,  not  exceeding  fiOO  fk>I- 
lars;  or,  by  taw  of  18!^,  solitary  confinemeut  in  cells  of  state  pnson  not  exceedSi^  six 
nioiiihs }  or  both. 

Kidnapping.  Fine,  not  exceeding^  1/XX)  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  bard  labomolmare 
tlian  fix'e  years ;  or  both. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  cutting  off,  or  slitting  nose,  lin,  ear,  4*c>  to  disfigure,  or  mmm.  Fine,  not 
exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years :  or  both. 

Challenging  tojght  a  duel,  Uiough  no  duel  be  fought,  or  kruwiftgly  being  the  bearer  of  a 
cliolUnge,  or  m  any  uMy  aiding  or  abetting.  Fine,  not  exceeding  dbo  dollars  j  or  imprisoo- 
ment  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  two  years ;  or  both. 

Fighting  a  duel,  toliere  death  does  not  ensue,  or  being  a  second,  or  aiding  and  abetting  in  suck 
dud.  Fme,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars  >  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceMing  iaa 
years  j  or  both. 

Stealing /ruil  and  vegetdlXes.  or  vulling  up  and  destroying,  if  the  vahte  does  not  ereenf  20 
dollars,  r  ine,  not  exceedinfi[  100  ooUars ;  or  imprisonment  m  tAe  common  iail  not  exceediu^ 
three  months ;  or  may  l)e  whipped  thirtv-nine  stripes.  Act  of  May  31,  1^,  and  by  this  ad 
no  larceny  ufuUr  20  dollars  can  be  punisfted  by  smtence  to  stcde  prison. 

Maliciously  destroying  bonds,  deeds,  leases,  bills  of  ejetfumge,  tcills,  bank  bills,  ^.  Sfc.  «caA 
intent  to  damage  or  ar/ratui.  Fine,  not  exceeding  800  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  to  hard  labor 
not  exceeding  ten  years ;  or  both. 

Malicious  mischief  to  bridges,  houses,  horses^  cattle,  grain,  lumber,  ^.  Fine,  not  exceeding 
150  dollani;  or,  by  law  of  18:^,  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding 
six  moutlis }  or  botn. 

Receiri^g  stolen  goods,  i^.  Fine,  not  exceeding  3,000  dollars  j  or  fsoUtary  imprisooment  in 
cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  nine  months ;  or  both.    Law  of  192^ 

Conceafmatt  of  burglary,  robbery,  murder,  rape,  arson,  S^.  ^v.  Fine,  not  exceothng  500 
dollars  \  or  'solitary  impnsonmeot  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  moro  than  nine  months  ,*  or 
both.    Law  of  1^34. 

Assault  and  battery.  Pine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  six 
months.    Act  of  May,  1820. 

Offkndirs  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  and  escaping.  Such  additional  sentence  to  hard  labor  as 
the  court  before  whom  <Anvicted  snaU  direct. 

Second  amnetion  of  manslaugider,  sodomy,  rape,  arwn,  bmrgiary,  robbery,  or  foipr^ 
l>eatb. 

* 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Murder  in  tiie  second  degree.  First  o&^iice,  imprisomneut  not  less  th«ui  four  nor  moie  (ban 
twelve  years ;  second  oiffeitoe,  for  uaturai  liib. 

Mandetughter.  First  oflTeiioe,  not  less  than  two  ^or  more  than  six  ^'cars  3  aecond  effort 
not  less  than  ax  nor  more  than  twelve  years.  '>*^ 

High  treason.  First  ofience,  not  less  thajn  three  nor  more  than  six  years  j  second  ofleoce, 
not  cxeeedioff  ten  years. 

Arson.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years }  second  oflcace,  not  tpon 
Ibon  fiAcenyears. 

Rttpe.    First  oflence,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years.  -^'^^ 

Bfirgf/ory.  First  offence,  uo\  \c9&  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years  \  second  offence,  ooi 
excoeding  fifteen  years. 

Sodomy.  First  offence,  not  less  ih^n  one  nor  more  than  five  years }  second  ofieecc;  ■><'* 
more  than  tonyoars. 

Forgery.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  year$ ;  second  ofi)l>ncc.  iha 
exceeding  lenvears 

Robbery.  Finx  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years ',  second  offence,  not 
lesi  than  twelve  years. 

Mayfttm.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years  3  second  offence,  not 
more  than  fourteen  years.  ""^ 

Kidnapping,  First  offence,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twelve  years;  second ofleuce, 
for  twenty-one  years. 

Horse  stealing.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  four  yean ;  eecond  oScnce, 
noi  more  than eevenyears. 

Fci^ury.  First  ooence,  noi  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years  3  second  off<bce,  oot 
more  than  eight  years.    Law  of  1829. 

DELAWARE. 
Trwon,    Death. 
Mierdcr.    Death. 
Mamrias^^iber,  first  degree,    Pema  convicted  of,  shall  be  deemed  gmlty  of  Moayi  ami 
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ihaD  nfler  death.  Provided,  however,  that  the  person  so  convicted,  shall  forthwith,  after 
lucfa  oouvtction,  pray  of  the  justices  in  open  courU  ttie  benefit  of  this  act,  then  the  court  shall 
order  that  the  persna  so  convicted  sliall  pay  a  one  not  less  than  200  dollars,  nor  more  than 
1^  dolian ;  aud  sufier  imprisonment  not  exce^in^  two  yean. 

Secmd  00ewx,  Fine,  not  less  than  400  dollars,  nor  more  than  G,000  doOars ;  and  imprison- 
ment uot  exceeding  four  years. 

UouioMgkUr,  second  drgne.  Death  j  with  the  same  provi»  as  for  manslaiiffhter  of  the 
fin4  degree,  <mW  that  the  fine  shall  not  be  less  tlian  100  dollars,  uor  more  than  1,000  dollars) 
iod  ih«  term  ofiinprieonmeiit  shall  not  exceed  one  year. 

AistuiUf  teitfi  intent  to  murder.  Fine,  not  less  than  500  dollars  nor  more  than  6,000  dollars ; 
ahaU  be  set  in  the  pillory  for  one  hour  j  shall  sufler  iinpriaonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding^ 
two  yean ;  and  at  the  expiration  oi'  the  term  of  such  imprisonment,  shall  be  sold  as  a  servant 
for  ajierm  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Wilfidly  admimtltrine  poison.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^  dollars  uor  more  than  10.000  dot- 
Un;  set  on  the  pilloiy  for  one  hour^  pubHcly  whipped  on  the  bare  back,  sixty  lasnes,  well 
Lud  uu  )  be  iiqpriMMied  not  exceediug  four  years  3  and  aAerwards  be  sold  as  a  servant  not 
exceeding  foivteen  ^'ears. 

Malidousty  maimiitg,  and  by  lying  in  wail.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  doUars  nor  less  than 
400 doDarsj  whipped  ou  the  bare  back,  sixty  lashes,  well  laid  on;  be  imprisoned  uot  exceed- 
i^i^  tve  yean  j  ami  aficnvards  sold  as  a  servant,  not  less  than  foui-  years  aor  more  than 
leven  yean. 

WitJiout  lying  in  wait.  Fine,  not  less  than  SOO  dollars  nor  more  than  2,000  dollars ;  and 
be  impciioncd  pot  leas  than  three  months  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Jtu/K.    Death. 

A»itUtf  with  intent  to  ranitli,  or  shall  camnUy  abuse  a  female  child  under  10  years  ofof^. 
Fioe,  not  less  than  |^I00  nor  more  than  S^fOO  >  set  on  the  pillory  one  hour  j  puoliclv  whip- 
ped, ou  the  bare  back,  sixty  la«hcs,  welTlud  on  j  aud  suffer  imprisonment  ikA  more  toaa  two 
jean ;  aud  aAerwards  be  sold  as  a  servant  not  exceeding  fourteen  years. 

Bttt^glary.    I>eath. 

Breaking  into  any  ojke  tohen  records  are  keptf  in  Uie  nigM  <iW,  to  purloin,  alter f  injure,  Spc. 
Ym,  iiol'exceedij^  ^bfXf)  nor  less  than  $skld  \  whipped  publicly  on  the  bare  bacl,  thirty- 
•iae  lashoa^  well  laid  on  \  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  one  year )  and  afterwards  sold  to 
•ervice  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

BfwJtif^  AoMce,  ^.  in  day  time,  or  vithovt  breaking,  eitlur  by  day  or  nigJit,  hr&ikine  and 
^'fe'iv  by  night,  any  shop,  voarehcuse,  Sfc.  to  commit  anv  felony.  Set  in  pilkfy  for  one  hour ; 
I^Uic^  whipped  tbirtT-Aine  lashes  on  th«  bare  back,  welTlaid  on  -,  be  imprisoned  not  exceed- 
tB^  one  year  3  and  afterwards  sold  to  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
Kvcn  years  ;  aod  if  goodsy.dtc.  were  taken,  shall  pay  fourfold  their  yahie,  unless  such  goods 
are  returned. 

Arson,  burning  any  dwelHng  house,  court  house,  or  any  office  in  which  public  records  are  kept. 
Death. 

Bundng  other  buildings,  vessels,  Sfc.  Fme,  not  less  than  jf^^O  nor  more  than  $^ff!0\  and 
^>^  a  beildjog  or  other  property  is  destroyed,  rfiall  pav  the  owner  fourfold  the  vame :  shall 
he  set  00  the  pillory  one  hour ;  publicly  whipped  on  the  bare  t»aek,  not  exceixling  sixty  ushes, 
well  Itid  on ;  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years ;  and  aflerwaids  sold  to  senrice  for  a 
term  not  less  than  four  nor  moro  than  fourteen  years; 

Bmnring  bitOeHng  by  ^e  owner,  to  defrtxud  tenderwrilers.  Sfaal}  be  fi*ed  hi  sum  of  four  times 
w  amount  of  insurance  j  and  sold  as  a  servant  for  a  term  not  less  thantbree  nor  more  than 

Burning  grain,  hay,  boards.  4«.    Fine,  not  exceeding  $SfiOO',  puhhely  whipped  not  ez- 
^cediag  thirty-nine  lashes ;  ana  sold  as  a  servant  for  a  term  not  exceeding  mat  yeats. 
'  Aiiltmnting' to  hum  any  building,  grain,  hay,  hmber,  ^.    Fhie,  not  exceeding  fSJOOO} 
whifMo  not  exceeding  thurty-nine  lash^  and  sold  as  a  servant  not  exceeding  fotvvears. 

nSdnapping.or  assisting  to  kidnap.  Fine,  no(  less  than  flfiCO  nor  more  than  $ijOOO  y  set 
00  pillory  one  nour  -,  whipped  sixty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  well  laid  on ;  soKtarv  «tMiftne- 
BKnt  m  prison  not  less  than  three  ndr  more  than  seven  years;  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  ser- 
vant lo  the  highest  bidder  for  seven  years. 

Shottd  ejfaice.    Death. 

Bjobberuon  or  near  the  highvoay,  or  in  dwelling  house.  Fine,  not  less  thaob  fl  JOOO  nor  more 
tlian  fbfnO ;  set  on  the  piltory  one  hoar ;  stxtr lashes  on  bare  back,  well  laid  oo ;  fanprison- 
neot  not  exceeding  ibur  years ;  and  aAerwards  sold  as  a  servant  fof  nfteetiyears. 

If  committed  in  anu  other  ftace  other  than  ds  ahooe.  Fine,  not  less  than  joOO  nor  more  than 
^,000  \  pilkn^  one  hour :  tbirty*nine  lashes  on  bare  back  ;  imprisonment  not  more  than  two 
years ;  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  servant  for  (en  years. 

AsimU,  with  intent  to  rob.  Fine,  not  less  than  5^00  nor  more  than  91,000;  whipped  ihnty- 
itine  lashes  on  the  bare  back ;  shall  be  imprisoned  not  moro  than  two  years ;  ana  aftterwaras 
•old  to  service  for  four  yean. 

Stealing  stare,  horse,  ass,  or  mule,  breaking  or  vicking  any  lodt,  and  feloniously  Healing 
ioods,  wumeti  ^  'J^^i  4^*  Shall  pay  fourfold  to  the  owner  if  goods,  &x.  are  not  restored, 
•vl  twofokl  if  restored ;  set  on  pilhny  one  hooh;  Niirhipped  on  the  bare  back  thirty-nine  lashes ; 
•ad  sold  to  senrice  for  se%'en  years. 

Dispating,  or  offering  to  dupose  of  any  horse,  ass,  or  mule,  stofas  imsMother  fltof.    t^luM 
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foHtit  And  pay,  if  a  diapon]  b«6  been  effected,  ibur  i'uocb  the  sum  for  wUck  saaAhomtim, 
was  sold  or  excbaaged,  to  the  person  to  whom  such  sale  was  made  3  publicly  whipped}  iue, 
thsitv>uine  lashes ;  aud  imprisornneiit  not  naoK  than  two  years. 

Buyinfr  or  mxnm^t  knovmg  them  to  he  ^Ifilm,  any  tuve,  haree,  om,  ^  Fodelt  aad  pp^ 
to  the  owoaTy  tmless  such  property  be  reitored,  fooiJbkl  the  value,  ana  in  case  the  property  if 
restored;  twofold  the  value )  whipped,  6lc,  thirty -nine  laslies  j  and  sold  to  service  for  sevea 

Larceny  f  in  stealav  goodsj  bank  notes,  ^.  4^.    Shall  pay  to  the  owner  fouifold  the  value 
if  restoration  of  gooas,  oc«.  be  not  made ',  if  restered,  iwciokithe  value ;  whipped,.  Jiu;«  twenty 
one  lashes ;  and  to  wear  for  six  moDtha  aAorwardff  a  Roman  T  of  a  scarlet.  coIqT)  on  his  out- 
side gfanneni  on  the  back,  between  the  ehoulden,  said  T  to  be  not  less  tliaa  four  inches  \w% 
and  one  inch  wide. 

8eeond  ofince.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  on  fiost  ofienoe  >  whipped  liuny-nine  Tadiesj  set  in  the 
pillory  one  hour ;  ana  sold  to  service  for  a  term  not  less  thaxi  one  year,  nor  more  than  serci 
years.  ^ 

Buying  or  receiving  stolen  goods,  kntwing  th«m  to  be  such.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  in  the  two 
last  cases ;  whipped  twenty-one  lashes ;  wear  for  six  moulhs  the  Roman  letter  R,  as  diisected 
m  legard  to  letter  T,  for  larceoy. 

Second  offence.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  before ;  whipped  thirty-nine  laslies ;  stand  in  pBloiy 
one  hour  j  and  sold  to  service  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  sevea  yeais. 

PerjurUf  or  subornation  of  perjury.  Fine,  not  less  thau  ^Sffi  nor  more  than  t^jXXi',  set 
on. the  pillory  one  boor  %  and  sold  to  service  not  leas  than  four  nor  more  than  seven  yean. 

Forging  bank  notes  or  other  inttruments.  affectjoig  battks,  or  passing  or  oiiempting  to  vast 
sueh/alsey  or  forged  notes.  Fine,  not  less  than  $Sw  nor  more  than  5^,000  3  set  on  niJlocy 
one  noiu' ;  soTita^  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months }  aad  wear  011  the  outsioc  gar* 
ment  lietween  the  shoulders,  for  a  term  not  leas  thaa  two  nor  more  than  five  yeais,  the  lett«r 
F,  hot  leas  then  six  inches  long  and  two  inches  wide,  tlie  F  to  be  of  a  scarlet  color. 

Making  plates  or  instrunents  for  counter/eUing  bank  biUs,  or  haiisig  such  plgUt,  4<*  ^ 
possesion  wUh  inleni  to  use,  or  kaaeiasg  in  posseosiou  auy  unfinished  or  bank  biUs,  with  inlentU> 
Jbeish  or  Jill  up,  Hfc.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^500  nor  more  than  jg4,000 ;  pillory  one  houn 
whipfted  th&rty-nine  lashes  \  impriaomnent  not  exceeding  two  years ;  and  to  wear  the  r, 
(mentioned  above,)  not  less  than  five  years  aAenvards. 

Forgii^  promissory  note,  order,  receipt,  bill  of  exchange,  utill,  deed,  Sfc.  Sec.  or  vtUritg, 
mtssing,  or  attempting  to  pass.  Fine,  not  leas  Uian  $Q0O  uor  naore  than  $2JiX0i  piUor)'  oiA 
noiir ;  solitary  imprisonmsat  for  three  montfis  >  and  wear  the  letter  F,  (as  stated  above,)  fcr 
a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years  atlerwards. 

Counterfeiting  tstblie  seals,  or  baring  than  ifi  possession  with  intent  to  use,  and  caneealing 
ihemj  or  unloMndiy  and  corruptly  affix  a  true  seal  to  any  instrument  or  writing.  Fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding $\fXlb\  and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  two  yean. 

For^  ing,  altering,  embezzling,  or  destroying  public  records.  Fine,  not  less  than  tSfJO  nor 
mare  than  $4^00^  aolitar)  imprisonment  for  three  months;  aad  wear  the  letter  F,  (as  he* 
fore  mentionea,)  not  leas  than  five  years  afterwards. 

ihtelting,  givinz  or  accepting  a  challenge,  carrying  or  delhxrxng  such  dtallesupt,  engttgiH 
m  andfi^in^  a  fuel,  or  king  a  second  whether  Vie  duel  take  place  or  not,  or  shaft  be  any  vay 
concern^  in  aiding  or  encouraging.  Fine,  .;^1,|000 ;  imprieonment  three  months ',  and  forever 
diaqualified  from  holdiug^  any  office  in  the  State.  • 

iuot  Fine,  not  less  thaa  $30  nor  more  tiian  $200 )  and  may  be  ImpriaoBed  noi  ax^ecdlng 
BX  months. 

Barratry.    Fine,  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  5400- 

Bigamy.  Fine,  not  less  than  $40Q  mm  moHi  thaa  S^flO^t  impriaovmeot  xiot  leai  than 
three  months  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Sodomy.  Fmc,  $\fiO0;  solitary  inmriaonmelit  not' exceeding  three  years  j  and  whipped 
pi^tdy  nxly  laahes  on  bare  back^  well  laid  «b. 

Pretending  to  exercise  witdurafl,  conjuration,  fortune-ielHng,  SfC,  Publicly  whipped  twcB V 
one  lashes  5  and  fine  not  exeeedng  $W0. 

Adultery,    Fme,  51OO. 

MARYLAND. 

Trfoaon,  l>eath,  by  hanging )  or  confinement  lo  hard  labor  in  the  ptnitentiuy  not  lets 
than  bix  nor  more  than  twentj^ean. 

hmare^on  or  rebettion  by  fret  negroes,  wtdattMSj  or  JaveSf  and  by  utkUe  persons  mith  <^- 
Death,  bv  hanging. 

Consuuh^t  cofopiring,  ^.  by  such  free  n^greet,  ifc,  and  by  seAaCe  persons  with  them,  t» 
nose  insurrection  and  rMlion,  Confinement  in  the  peutCDtiaxy  not  leas  than  aix  aer  aen 
than  twenty  years. 

Counter/eUing  the  great  seat  of  the  State,  or  of  any  court,  or  any  other  puhHesealf  or  usi^ 
fhe  same,  or  steming  any  of  them,  or  being  in  posststwn  ana  wilfuOy  tonuaiing  them.  Peni- 
tentiary  not  leaa  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  ^4an. 

Forging  and  counterfeiting  cmy  gold  or  stboer  coin,  eurrenC  in  the  Stale,  or  falsely 
the  same,  &r  aiding  therein.    Pevntenciary  not  less  than  four  oor  Aoie  than  tan  ytari, 

Murder, >of  the  Jirst  degree,  and  aidit^.    Death,  by  hanging. 
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MtrAr",  vfthe  «0mtarf  ti^gnt,  and  aUlng.    PcnHcndftiy  not  Ian  tkan  five  yean  nor  mora 


MmdngkUr.    Penitentiary  not  more  than  ten  jrears. 

Uai/hem,  karing  catdfttdhering,  or  didiiig.    Penitentiary  not  more  tlian  ten  yean. 

Ma^  oat  to^gm,  wlUtitK  mm,  putting  oid  an  eye,  Jj^,  to  nucm  or  ditjgtirt,  Penitentiaiy 
BolteM  tban  two  nor  more  tnaa  ten  years. 

Rapty  or  bang  axeuary.  Death,  Dy  hanging }  or  confinement  in  penitentiary  not  less  than 
tot  ma  mere  Ibim  twesty^^ne  years. 

Ornd  kn^wledgKy  and  abutetfanfjbnak  under  tmymr»  old.    Same  as  rape. 

Soiama,    Petmentiary  not  tes  tlwn  one  lUtf  more  than  isn  years. 

^Mnw,  l0  rob,  'moHo',  or  rape.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Kdntifping.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Artin.  Death,  by  hanging  \  or  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  years  nor  more  than  twenty 
years. 

WUfidhf  burning  any  nail,  distillery,  or  any  out  house,  not  being  pare^  of  a  dwelling  houae, 
w  koi^iig  any  ataek  of  hay.  4«.  or  aiding.  Death,  by  haagiDgj  or  penitentiary  not  less 
thflB  three  nor -teore  than  twelve  years. 

WU/uUy  burning  any  ship  or  vesseL  Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twdve 
jean. 

Burglary,  or  aeeeaitery  before  the  fact    RetloiatioD  of  property  cr  phyiag  the  value }  and  ~ 
peaAeooaty  iMt  less  than  Unree  nor  more  tlmn  ten  years. 

BraUng  dadeUing  hmue  in  ike  day  time,  or  a  Horehouae,  SjfC.  in  the  day  or  mght,  with  intent 
to  temadt  murder  orMomu,  or  aiding.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  soorc  thui  ten  years. 

Breai^ng  iteto  a  mop,  fe.  though  not  eont^uouai^  or  used  with  the  nuamionhouae,  ana  altxU' 
iag  uonef  or  gooda,  to  me  tudue  of  one  doUar  or  iMarda,  or  being  aceeaaary.  Restoration  or 
pafnwnt  of  die  vahie  }  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  mere  than  twelve  years. 

SiaifUUaxeny  td  the  fMdm  of  jifi  ana  upaarda,  or  aeceasary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  or 
{MTm^  of  the  vahie ;  and  pemtemiary  not  less  than  one  nor  moie  than  fifteen  years. 

Koibery,  or  ateeaaary  before  the  feuf.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  vakie )  and  peniten* 
tianr  oot  less  than  three  normore  than  ten  jnears. 

narat  ateoHng,  &r  acceaaary  before  or  after  the  fatt  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  valve  ; 
udMBitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  finxrteen  yeaors. 

In&ioucf^  aluNri/^,  tUiing,  or  dealroying  any  horae,  mule,  aaa,  Jjfr.notthe  property  of  the 
fnoH.   Feniteiriiaiy  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  Mr  years. 

8ieaBng  a  ceisel,  or  akaae,  or^eing  ateeaaary.  Restoration  or  paynMoft  of  the  value  $  and 
poitieDtiary  not  more  than  twelve  years. 

»peraonal  gooda  under  the  mdua  of  $5fOr  breaking  into  a  ^um,  ^.notcontfguem 
wi0ianymanaianh0uae,andatattbaigmomy,^.tmderthe9aiueqf$l.  Restoia* 
tMB  or  payment  oT  the  vtikw ;  and  pcoilentiary  w>t  ksai  than  three  months,  nor  more  than 
«asT«r."  •       .  .        ■  r        . 

Jntfery  or  ttancenu  pfabaatd,  ijfc.' far  payment  of  money,  unll,  bank  note,  4v.  Same  as 
nbbery  or  larceny  of  goods,  chatteb,  6lc. 

RueSiaitg  akdem  moneu,  g06da,  S^.  Restoiadon  or  payment  of  the  value  \  and  penitentiaiy 
BM  lea  than  three  momhs  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

EaKploying  eat  artSat  to  engraee,or  being eaamemed  m  engruoinganyplateinimitidionof 
iuik  nolea,  ifc.  or  striking  impresatona  therefrom,  arJiMUg/naaiulantorf&rgad  aignaturae,  or 
^dng  temaned  ^ntuUeringorfot^gint  amy  &nk  note,  or  Imtmng^lypaaaing  (Maaane,  •air  paaring 
ugmidne  a  note  purportmg  to  be  of  a  bank  which  does  not  exist.  Pemtentiary  not  ieta  than 
^c  nor  more  than  ten  years.  > 

BBtandx^^Heef^pms^  camt^feU,  biUa,  ijfv^-  Penitentiary  not  leas  than. ten  years  Mr 
■ore  than  twoity. 

fu^gBig'aiiyMed,'wiiifbim±reeeipt,^'  Same  as  above. 

Porgingthe  Maryland  brand  on  any  M^sheadortaskofiobaeeo^  Penitentiary  noi  less  than 
t«t  aor  more  tfnn  (Ibur  yebrs.  ' 

Bigamy.    Penitentiary  not  less  tlmn  one  nor  more  thattmne  yeacs> 

Mping  gaming  tables,  {except  bilaard  tables,)  or  banks,  with  permisakn  to  bd  tigainat  tbam, 
md  strolUng  about  and  deriving  aupport  from  harae^racing  or  gtmdng.  PenitenUary  not  less 
tba  three  months  nor  more  than  two  yearpt. 

Any  person  apprdiendad  haring  on  him  a  pick-lock,  ^.  with  intent  to  break  intoanyhouae,  4«. 
"any iBcdpHi «0»lh mkentfelom^aby  1o assault;  or  fimd  in  or  about  the  tame, afuh  uUentto 
'fed.    Pemtentiary  not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  two  yeais. 

WU^wsportatianby  any  eommander  </  a  veaael,  from  any  foreign  countru,  of  any  felon, 
emeiet  or  dme ;  or  bringing  into  the  State,  bu  any  person,  by  land  or  water,  from  any  foreign.  ^ 
^tmiry,  any  n^pf9aTvaubMo,wildi  intern  to  uiapoae  of  such  negro  Of  mul^  Peni- 

^ttiary  aat  less  than  one  year  nor  mnae  tfaa*  five  years. 

Perjury  or  subornation  of  perjury.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years, 

Pmmhng,  abuding,  raau^,  ^.  any  «ottf ,  patent,  d&tdi  8ft»  record  or  parc^ thereof  where- 
h^rigktmofbadtfiBatuL    Penitantsary  not  le»  than  three  nor  more  than  sevea  veara.     .1 

Ponging  or  counterfeiting  any  eommisaion.  patent  or  pardfin,  or  any  warrant  whereby  money,, 
^btdruam  from  thS'irmtury,  or  beitig  knowingly  caaeamed  in printingf  writing,  4*^.  any 
'^  forged'^omfmi,  fuah-mtant  to  defixmdt .  Ptemtentiaiy  aot  fess  tbau  two  nor  n^ore  tb^ . 
to^jrearfc  .- .  ...     .,         .    •   - .»    ^    •  v       *' 
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juror,    PeniteoUaiy  not  less  thon  one  aor  mon  than  8tz  yeaxB  $  and  disqualification  fiom 
serybf  on  a  iory  ever  after. 

tVufnUy  owmn£j  or  conspiring  to  bvm  ttn^  court  houtCf  prisaiif  ofice,  SfC,  or  aaof  eherdif 
college y  SfC.  or  market  houttf  or  aiding  therein,  peath,  by  banging;  or  penitentiary  not  mom 
Ijban  fiileen  yean. 

W^fulbf  and  maUcioady  bunuagf  or  conniringand  ottemptiJ^  to  imn  gntf  pubHc  artatdy 
magazine f  or  military,  or  naval  storet,  sh^,  4*c.  Death,  by  hanging )  or  penitentiary  not  i«a 
tbiw  three  nor  more  tnan  ten  years. 

Fighting  a  duel,  and  kUUng  an  antagonisl,  or  teotafdii^  lim  w  that  he  shaU  JHe  hereof 
witkm  tioelve  montlit  and  a  day,  and  aiding  and  abdtif^.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  £ve  mr 
more  than  eighteen  years. 

Chalienging.  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  a  dud.  Declared  incapable  ercr  after  of  bokliiig 
iinr  office  civil  or  military  in  the  State. 

gteoHng,  ciUting  aitatj,  Jfc.  arw  buoy  in  tht  Chetaptake  or  Pdapsco,  IfgaBy  phctd  £&crtM, 
and  those  aiding  and  abetting.    Penitentiary  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Free  persons  enticing  slaws  to  run  away.    Penitentiary  not  more  than  six  years. 

In  regard  to  the  crimes  of  adultery  and  fornication,  by  the  law  of  1716,  the  puoishmem  for 
adultery  was  £3,  or  1200  pounds  oT  tobacco  3  and  for  fornication  £1  :  lOt.,  or  600  pauadi 
tobacco. 

'  The  persons  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  as  aforesaid  may  be  sentenced  by  the  court  u> 
solUary  confinement  for  a  term  of  time  not  exceeding  one  hau  nor  less  than  one  tweabethpaii 
of  ihe  whole  term  of  wnieBce. 

VIRGINU. 

TVeoaon.    Death,  by  hanging. 

Busoet  contpon^  to  ttbelj  or  to  iiuirdtr  wry  jrot  person.    Iwath. 

Free  persons  adcisir^  or  conspUing  with  a  dace  in  rebellion  or  amrder.     Death. 

Steakn^  or  sdlHig  a  fret  person  fit  a  dare.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  mem  than 
tanyean. 

.  Stealing  a  shoe.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  thrM  nor  more  than  eight  years. 

Murder,  of  the  first  degree.    Death. 

Murder  of  second  degree.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  years  nor  more  than  eighteen  jpars 
'  Robbery,  or  accessary  befbre  thefocL    RestUBiioii  or  pkyoAsut;  and  penitenuaxy  not  led 
than  five  nor  more  than  ten  yean. 
'^Burglary.    Same  as  robbery. 

ManMlaughier.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years  j  and  gitt  bonds 
ftr  good  behavior  far  sooh  lime  as  the  comt  may  orde^. 

Maiming,  hf  cutting  out  the  tongue,  putting  out  the  eye.  S^.  ^.  ij^.  and  aidit»  (ham. 
l^nHentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  man  ten  years ;  and  fine  not  exceeding  ilxM^ 

'KiiUxig  a  person  in  a  duel.    Shall  be  considered  a  mordcrer,  and  shall  sofier  dettlu 

ChaUmging  to  a  tUid.or  aeeqalu^  a  challenge,    Fort'ver  dii«quallfiQd  for  o.'licc. 

Hapeyor  atxesoary.    PeniteBtiary  aot  leas  tEaa  ten  nor  more  than  twcnty*<nie  yean. 

IBi9«  bu  a  statue.    Death. 

CatMUiy  kmnoing,  orHbam^afimale  chUd  under  ten  yean  of  age,  or  accessary  hefoit  the 
fact.    Penitentiary  not  leas  than  oae  hor  mote  thasi  ten  years. 

wsane  by  d  sraMi    Doatk. 

Slave  attempting  to  ravidi  a  tohite  wman.    Castration. 

^^^ff^  *^"^  ''^^^  ^  beAst.    Ponifontiary  nd  lest  than  one  nor  more  than  ita  yea/s. 
rAtmebynsltM,    Deftlh. 

Arson.    Death. 

Aetessaries  to  arson.  If  «fi«epiMMMi)ponilonlieyy  Hot  lesa  than  teti  nor  moi*e  than  tireat^' 
oneyears.    If  a  slave,  death. 

HVfuliy  setting  fire  to  any  home  in  a  taam,  by  mghi  or  day.    Death. 

Miuicimiihjj  by  hi«rht  or  day.  settifig  ftre  to  any  bam,  shop,  stable,  stack  of  uiheOt,  com,  9fe. 
oraidhtg  and  aiettiiig.  Pfeiy  aH  damages  |  and  penitentiary  or  jail  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
thao  five  vears.- 

WilfuOv  burning  any  house  or  houses,  other  than  those  before  enuintratedf  either  by  mgf*  f 
by  day.    Penitcntiory  not  less  than  one  nor  more  tha»  tea  years. 

Siares  wi/fuUy  burning  any  bam,  stable,  shop,  00m  house,  &e.    Death. 

Felouios^fu  breakit^^  any  unrehouse  or  stonhouat,  and  taic^  money,  goods,  dietUtls,  ^.  or 
aidinff  and  aibeUing.    Pcnitoitiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  Uuta  ten  yean. ' 

FThy  a  slave.    Death. 

Keeping  a  Fxro  Bant,  E  O  T^ble,  4<.  or  sufirit^  them  I0  be  used  on  the  premiMs  of  my 
ianhotder,  Ac,    Pemtentiarr  atfi  Ian  than  oae  year  ttor  moro  than  two  y^tais :  and  fine  not  ^ 
oxceedinejaoa  ^ 

ForciUe  abducHm  uhdnutrrioge,    PettitoMiary  not  loss  than  two  nor  more  than  tea  xtirs. 

Unl'xwfully  taking  away  from  patent  or  guurdkm  any  female  under  ten  years.  Imprison- 
ment not  more  than  two  years. 
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ThUy  «raf  and  dtg/Hneerd^  nccA  madd  or  toomon  dU/tf.    Imprisonment  five  years. 
,_  \?P^  ^^wtornation  effojury.    FSne,  not  ezceedingf  5^/^^  3  imprisonmcnl  one  year  J 
Hfftibav  of  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  wmch  he  may  hold:  and  be  Ibrever  incapal>le  or 
Mdij«  ioj  ofiice  ta  the  State. 

A»tr^  ^cctjpi^ing  a  bribe.    ¥\ae,  not  les  than  ten  times  the  amount  or  value  of  the  bribe 
lAkoi;  unprwmed  six  months)  and  be  subject  to  the  same  disabilities  as  in  case  ofperforjr. 

jMnanff  or  proatring  a  Juror  to  acapt  a  bribe.    Fine,  as  in  the  case  of  ajurorj  im 
insaoment  twdve  months }  and  the  same  disabilities. 

/^Mwy  of  curreiU  eom^  or  bacnk  notei,  or  aidmg  m  tmdi  f^g^i  ^oHh  intertl  to  infurt  or 
jSA'"»j  or  ]^asuHg  or  omrmg  to  pan  such  eamUeifiU  com  or  mlt  nctef,  with  intaU  to  dt- 


'/^ 


^  amf  imtmmetii /br  the  utT' 
_    .    ,  ,  ,    ,  ^       ^  boMking^eompany,  or  any  publk  oficial 

against  a  bankings  company,  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifteen 

J^ean.  When  m  rdation  to  any  other  puolic  seal,  penitentiary  not  les  than  one  nor  more  than 
fes  Tears. 

forgery  of  ann  checkf  pott  note,  or  order  on  anv  bank,  At.,  or  obtainingor  attempting  to  ob' 
<ai  Mtney,  ^.,  by  meant  ofsyehjhrged  eheckf  ^.,  or  auivng  therein.  Penitentiary  not  less 
ifaao  two  nor  umxe  than  ten  yean. 

^^rgery  of  axy  land  warrantf  or  other  wxrrant,  ittued  by  the  State  or  U.  8.,  or  any  bill  of 
ert^y  rttori,  dad,  will,  note,  bond,  Sj<.    Penitentiaxy  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten 


Figging  or  coutderfating  the  brand  or  mark  of  anv  intpector  of  tobacco,  or  exporting  tobaeeo 
nkh  mAjbrged  brcaid  or  mark,  with  intent  to  defraud.  Pemtentiary  not  less  than  one  nor 
«Mt  than  ten  years. 

deairoyu^  or  eoneeaHi^  any  eodieil  or  will,  or  aiding  Okretn.    Same  as  the 
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ntHng  any  of  the  aforetaidforgeriet,  4hr*    Death. 
momey  or  goodf  by  falt^  tokmt,    Imprisenmcnt  not  exceeding  one  year  j  and 
aniiV  in  the  pUarjr. 

Bone  deaUngf  or  aeotttary.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

f[kfatiaoc     Death. 

Bnyert  or  rtceivert  ijfttolen  hortet,  knowing  thtm^  to  be  tnch.and  aeeeaariet.  Penitentiary 
M  lesi  than  six  months  nor  more  than  ibor  years.    If  a  slave,  Death. 

EmbexzHMur,  or  Mealing  and  taking  away  any  record,  writ,  retwm,  procett,  warrant,  4v.  of 
m  amrL  If  «i  slave,  death.  If  by  a  five  poson,  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more 
USA  tea  Tears. 

Grand  larceny,  or  where  the  vahie  of  property  exceedt  J[IO.  Restoration  of  goods  or  pay* 
anl  of  the  value ;  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  man  than  three  yean. 
.  "dd  ktreeny,  or  tmder  ten  dollars.  Pint  ofience,  restoration  or  payment,  and  confinement 
la  the  eoumy  lail  not  lesi  than  oae  nor  more  tl»n  six  months ;  and  fed  on  low,  ooane  diet,  as 
^ooricts  arte  fed  in  the  penitentiary,  and  punished  by  stripes  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to 
^inflicted  at  one  time  or  dafierent  times,  pravidea  that  no  more  than  thirty-nine  sUripes  be 
anicied  at  any  one  time 

Pttk  larctny^  teeond  offence.    Peaiteniiaiy  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  yean, 

PcTMis  haitng  been  once  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  an  offence,  if  afterwards  concieted 
<?  «iy  ether  q0mee,  of  which,  beay^  ccmided,  would  subject  them  to  corymanent  in  Uie  penHeU' 
ttery/or  a  Urm  not  lets  thanfre  years.    Imprisonment  for  life. 

Amu  person  after  hanktg  been  twice  befote  comided  and  sentenred  to  Ae  pemtentiary,  who 
w  fc  a  third  time  ainvicted  and  sentenced.    Imprisonment  fiv  life. 

By  a  law  gf.  j|b»cl||  \93At,  penoos  convicted  of  ofienoes  winch  by  any  eiosunfi;  law  wovdd 
■i^cct  them  to  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  inr  life,  are  to  be  puaislied  wiUi  death  by 
<»agiag.    This  law  was  to  take  efiisct  afier  the  hrst  of  May,  oi  the  same  year. 

A  great  vasiefcy  of  Uwa  for  the  puwshmeai  of  slaves  and  of  peraens  of  color,  lor  vaxieos 
^v&cei,  are  not  transcribed. 

PctiQos  sentenced  to  the  pcpitentimy  aro  by  law  to  sofier  solitary  confinement  ibr  a  tenii 
'^Ine  not  leas  tiiaoQiie  eighth  nor  mora  than  one  halfof  the  term  of  sentence.  Thisconfine- 
LKm  (o  be  at  coavcaient  intervals  of  time,  reserving  always  three  months  to  be  iofiirted  im- 
<i^iately  preceding  their  discharge.  But  the  supenntendent  may,  if  the  physician  shall  judge 
i^  tcalui  of  the  convict  mqaire  it,  remove  any  convict  from  the  solitary  ceU. 

WiljyUy  seUingfire  to  or  burning  bridge  of  the  value  of  $100*  Penitentiary  not  leas  than 
1*0.  oor  more  than  ten  veam    If  a  slave,  Death. 

B'lruc^km,  orwif/ufinjury  of  a  canal,  and  its  appurtenances.    Same  as  the  fi>regoing. 

Adultery.    t^oe,,SSO. 

Formeation.    Fine,  S^O. 

Siet,    Impriaonaieni  and  fine,  as  delMmined  by  a  jmy  beiere  wiiom  trial  may  be  had. 

Cfmspiracy  to  procure  an  indictment  ogainsl  another.  Imprisonment  and  fine,  at  the-  d»- 
''wioD  of  ihepory. 

MiKi^smUatl<aB»orproeuringthemitobenumtd,.J^,    Same  as  the  foragoing. 
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SOME  Ot  THE  PRINCIPAL  PROVISIONS   OF   MR.  LIVINGSTONE  CODE 

FOR  LOUISL\NA. 

Oftrtasm.  Treason  is  deGned  by  die  Coo^sUlution  of  the  State.  It  coDsists  in  levying 
war  against  the  State,  or  in  adhering  lo  '\\$  enemies,  giving  tbenv  aid  and  comfim  \  bot^al 
by  die  natore  of  the  union  between  Uic  difiereui  Slates,  the  levying  war  agaijut.  ooe  Slate 
is  n  levy  of  war  against  the  whole  'y  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  b«ving  nadc 
that  act  trea:K>n,  and  vested  the  cognizance  of  llie  crime  in  the  Couru  of  the  Unitad  States, 
MO  provisions  are  deemed  proper  to  be  made  concerning  that  offence. 

Offfdition.  Whoever  shau,  by  fercc  of  arms,  attempt  to  dismember  the  Stale,  oriossb- 
v6rt  or  change  the  constitution  thereof,  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor,  in  solitnde,  diviBg 
Hfb,  and  after  death  his  body  shaH  be  delivered  for  iiissection.-— ^If  an^  one  «haD,  by  writinfi 
printing  or  verbally,  couiisd  or  excite  the  people  of  \)m  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  oonmiii 
Ncdition^or  to  resist  by  force  tlie  iQgal  execution  of  any  cousiituliouat  law  of  (baSute^be 
silbil  be  fined  not  less  than  j(500  nor  nioi^  than  52,C0D3  shall  be  imprisoned  in  cloie  cu^ot^ 
not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  montlis ;  and  be  suspended  $non  his  pditieal  rigte 
Ibr  foor  years. 

Of  exciting  isMurrfttkn.  Any  free  person,  v^ho  shall  aid.  in  ajw  iDsurrectioD  of  olavsi 
a^>Mt  the  free  inhabitants  of  die  State,  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  nibor  for  lifc. 

ReKue,  or  seUing  at  liberty  one  icho  is  in  auiinly  on  a  UiwfiU  arrest  fit  tiny  vffmoi.  ShsU 
suiler  one  half  of  the  punishment  assigned  bv  law  to  the  offence  for  which  the  pcmm  reseucd 
was  charged.  If  the  arrest  was  on  a  civtl  suit,  the  punislimcnt  shall  be  fine  BOi  Ins  tbsa 
590  nor  more  than  SSKXi'i  or  imprisonment  in  dose  custody  not  less  than  thirty  days  bbt  aoie 
than  six  months ;  or  both. 

Escape f  tohen  not  discharged,  if  kirfuUtj  arrested.  Fine,  not  exceeding  $VXi ;  or  iai|im(»- 
cd  not  exceeding  sixty  days ;  provided  such  escape  be  not  effected  by  breach  of  priioo,  or  by 
violence.  If  by  violence,  it  diall  be  punished  ui  the  manner  directisd  with  ra^ad  to  thoit 
who  oppose  executive  officers  in  the  dtschai^  of  their  duty. 

Breach  o/prtson,  or  CKapCf  or  attempt  to  eacape  by  vioUftce^  Imprisoomant  in  clots  cwtod^, 
not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  two  years  f  to  commence  aAer  the  expiratioo  of  w» 
original  iniprt»nntncnt. 

reijury.  Punishment  by  imprisonment  at  hard  laI>or,  not  less  than  three  wt  more  ihsn 
re^en  years ;  b^  a  forfcitare  of  all  political  rights,  and  of  civil  rights  of  the  fim  and  third  da* 

Offences  agmnst  the  Judiciary  poicer^  commHUd  m  a  court  o/JuUioe^  Fini^  np4  exoeedim 
520 ;  and  impriaonmein  not  exceeding  three  days.  .  .  , 

UfUavp/ul  assemblies  and  riots.  Fine,  not  less  than  f  £6  nor  mora  than  $M  $  and  impfiKB* 
ment  not  1(*$s  than  three  nor  ninre  than  s2x  mouths,  in  close  custod(y. 

'Ofpublk  disturbance.  Public  disturbers  shall  be  £ned  not  cxceodii^  jSOj  or  uniMOBfld 
not  exceeding  ten  da^'s ;  or  boUi. 

Bribery  at  elections.  Fine,  not  less  than  JftOO  nor  more  thaa  j500  i  forfeiuva  of  all  poUtiesl 
rights ;  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Of  offences  against  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Fine,  not  exceeding  in  any  cK»SlflXi\  i»* 
prisomnent  not  exceeding  six  months ;  and  su^>ensK>n  of  political  righla  not  mora  tfan  Anf 
years. 

Of  offence  affecting  public  records.  If  any  one  shall  forge,  or  fraudukntly  cam  away,  J 
destroy  any  public  record,  or  shall  forge  any  official  certificate  of  any  oBSecr  oariag  "• 
custody  of  any  public  records  of  registry^  he  shall  be  imprisoned  ait  hanl  labor  not  leu  ^ 
seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  years.  '  , 

Offence  against  the  current  coin  of  the  tta/e.  "TVIibever  shall  couoterfeit  any  ijokl  or  silver 
coin,  or  whoever  shall  pass  or  offer  to  pass  a^y  such  coupteriiiit  coin,  knvwing  A  to  be  cann 
letmi,  iHuSi  be  imprisoned  at  bard  labor  nqt  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  yaaia- 

Of  false  weighU  and  measure*.  Whoever  shall  use  a  fake  balance.  we(ght  or  messw^ 
with  intent  to  tfefraud,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  jt^  nor  more  than  ^(200  y  ajvl^hall  be  n* 
pinoned  in  ckse  ctisfody  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  tha<i  ninety  days.  . 

Of  false  marki.  If  any  one  s^all  falsely  alter  any  stamp,  braod  or  mmk,09^y  ^ 
package,  box  or  bale,  containing  merchandise  or  produce,  made  by  a  public  dleer  appoisKd 
fo/ thatpurposo,  with  intcut  to  defi-aud/he  shall  be  fined  not  less  thwi  ^  daUarsoorBHri 
than  300  dollars  5  and  shall  be  imprisoned  In  close  custody  not  leiw  than  thirty  xior  more  tiiai 
ninety  day*. 

Of  offences  affecting  the  credit  of  written  contra^tt.  Whoever  shall  be  guilty  of  the  crwje 
of  forgery,  shalfbe  imprisoned  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  Uian  fifteen  years )  aod  fball  m^ 

foil  his  political  and  civil  righu. Whoever  shall  in  this  State  engrave  ai^y  plate,  or  pf^ 

pare  amr  implements  or  materials,  for  the  purpose  of  their  l)eiug  employed  in  the  krpa^  «g 
notes  01  any  bank,  knowing  such  purpose,  and  with  intent  to  defraufl,  or  shall  l»'«i"I* 
pojscasion  any  such  plate,  implements  or  materials,  made  or  prepared  icv  such  purpoe^ko^ 
ing  the  same,  and  with  intent  that  they  shall  be  used  in  the  forging  of  any  such  nottf/  w  i&&h 
be  fanprisoncd  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  ooe  nor  more  than  three  years. 

Of  disorderlu  houses.  If  any  one  shall  keep  a  disorderly  house,  he  shaH  be  ponisM  by 
fine  not  exceetfing  200  dollars  }  or  by  imprisonment  in  close  custody  not  more  thaa  sixty  da^ 

Of  offeneei  against  decency.  If  any  one  shall  make,  publish  or  print  any  obeccw  pn»» 
picture,  or  written  or  printed  composition,  manifestly  tending  to  corrupt  the  i^jorab « 
yoQlh,  or  shall  designedly  make  any  indecent  of  obscene  exhibition  of  their  persons,  cr  a 
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iboKofaiioUier.  in  public,  by  whicb  padicUv  is  oflfeiuMy  Jie  Bh^l  b«.  impnfifoe<|.Qot  ;porf 
llui  Bs  mttBi^;  or  iUMd  not  i*^  thai  T,OD(r  doHar^  j  or  both  3  bud  the  Imprisonment  or  part 
of  it  shall  be  in  dose  custody.  ' 

O/aAiUery.  WIttn  commiited  by  the  wife,  ia  ap  oflence  fi»r  which  abq  Ibr&its  ait  (he 
fMfiftQQial ettins,  alsu  her  crvHyi^ts  of  the  lirst  class.- — The  ^rson  with  whi9m  a  womaa 
MuBiits  adoltefy,  shall  sufler'Unc  not  less  than  100  doUars  and  not  exceeding  ifiOO  doUais ) 
tf  RaphBoocMAt  not  more  t^  a'lit  monihs  3  or  both, 

of  the  riahfioH  6f  7>Atdf»  of  intermmt.  Whoever  shall  open  a  grave,  or  other  place  of 
iMcraeBi,  fl»f  thr^Mtfpwfr  of  ste^cng  the  coffin,  or  aii>-  pah  thereof  or  the  vestments,  or  othec 
anjdes  interred  with  any  dt^ad  body,  wtiieh  is  depo^Itea  iiji  such  place  of  iowrm^t,  shaUbe 
'—^"''  ^  Haul  lAw  tidt  less  iliau  0116  nor  more  than  three  years.^ Whoever ibr  1^ 


parpoie  «f  nje;  etpOAirv  6r  dosection,  ^all  remove  any  dead  body  from  tjbe  grave,  or  ^iher 
ffawofiattinitMt.  ahall  be 'fined  not  less  tlian  jO  doUdirs  npr  more  than  M  uollanj  oc  im^ 
^rnooed  aol  li»9lhao  thitty  nor  more  diau  nuieCy  days.  ' 

Of«finett  khith  afittjM^r&M  Jn  At  exerdse  ^/Uitir  rfiigion^.  If  any  one  shall  .malicioi«)jr 
pw^  WKf  pefMO  from  voing'  any  lawfbl  act  that,  is  fequircd  by  the  religion  be  pfo(^seSy  ()r  . 
ikit  bylbhee-br  tfai^ebUr  ^T'fiM/br  bf  Injury  Vo'  person  or  property,  ot>lige  or  endeavor  to 
d>li^  any  one  to  follow  any  forms  of  wor&h;pj  or  to  profess  any , mode  of  re^gious  belief*  oc  (o 
^triarm  aiMT  HefijgkNM  riiex  or'ct^ftetjidn?!^,  he  !»h^)f.  I>e  fiueU^  not  fess  than  'iCfdoUars  iter  A^« 
baa 200 doUan;  or  imt>rfsoned  \h  hVt»  custody  not  cxciciiuig  ^)rty  days \  oir  botli. 

Of  dffiBmigkm. '  Whotvct  shall  defame  another,  .shall  t)c  rmni.shcd  by  fine;  au^  imprisoD- 
■Ml;  orlMsttr.— ^i^If  the  deftn>iation  impute  a  crim^,  it  fiiaJl  ue  punished  by  nne  aoL  exoeed- 
if  34100  Mlar»^  or  br  mtpri!<onment  not  more  than  twelve  monl}i:»i  or  by  both^  and  tbt/ 
■iprwuiienc  toi^  be  wrttae  ivbdle  tff  a  part  of  the  time  in  cfose  custody.-r — If  the  (Jefan^a- 
1^  do  not  impute  a  crime,  the  punishroj^nt  shall  4>e  lessened  qoe  fourth.     . 

Ofdker  MtJ^Vyrepdtatioh  by  efi^,  or  d^amutic  represeidaiUms.    Whoever  with  intent 
f^faffineaneiber  ito  epntemM,  oi'  to  exd^  ridiculo  or  indignation  acainsl  him,  shall  e^ibii; 
«r«(]iin  nt  ttgwe,  iM^nded  tb'rt^present  ^ch  other  person,  shall  be  fined  oot  exceeding 
I.U0Odalnn:  or  imprisoned  n9t  exceeding  ninety  daysjj  or  both  3  and  part  or  the  whole  <u 
dviMlMtenmeiit  may  belik  close  custody. 

'  Offdti  dtamMAh:  mtd  thrmig  bfji^oteeeHltk. "  If  ^y  two  or  more  persons  sba^I  combiiia 
^jioaccuseanotner  of*a  crime,  and,  in  consequence  <^sgch  combinatjon,  shall  either 
wOy  ar  ib'wHtfii^  Umbe  !ftli6h  a<^cu$aC{!in,  WhcUi  J  Judicially  or  not,  tiicy  shall  lie  fined  nojl 
laatlMo  iMMIai«.  tior  more  than  SOO  dollars ;  and'  tmpnsaued  at  luu-d  labor  not  les«  than 
^nr  noM  ttoai^foiir  years;' besides  bicnrnn^  the  penalty  of  pegury,  if  that  crime 
sbiid  be  committed  in  the  prosecution  of  their  design. 

Off^Hb^thg ^J^naiilot^wjifn.  iKIioever ^ wi th  Intent  ip  iiyure  the  refutation  of anotheri, 
^,  without  any  lawfol  authority,  iiublish  or  circulate,  or  malte  wiUi  the  mtetu  to  publish  or 
^"vltta,  any*&»e  ViiUne,  imrpertii^^  to  be  the  act  or  work  of  such  other  person,  wbi<;h  ^Qet , 
m  coDstitnte  the  crime  of  forgery,  but  which  Wjpuld,  if  (he  same  wer«  true,  brlnf  the  pcrmi 
'^"■eactarwtfrtr'H  purports  fo  Mfnto  contempt,  caiise  his  society  to  be  generally  avoide^i 
cvitenibi^  ridicule  or  mdigoation  against  him,  or  injure  him  in  his  oflice,  profession  or  trat^, 
**«fmma]|  be  fln^  im  exceeding  4,0D0  dollars ;  and  shall  be  imprisoned  qpt  exceeding 
^t«r,itfdose'coflflBeittet]t.  ' 

OfamuUf  or  trnpUoMnuU  and  battery.  The  punishment  for  simple  assault  or  baitery  ji 
^•otexeaeduur  f,C0O^  doflai^j  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  sU  mo^tliaj  or  both  3,  ajsd 
^'mpnotkthtm^9Lj  he',  \n  whole  or  in  part,  in  clos^?  custody. 

Ofttmplt/aht  hnpi  Uoinm^U.  Tite'paliisfamenr  for  this  offence  is  ^ne  not  exceeding  5,000 
fB^an }  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  tWQ  xears  ^  or  b9th ,  and  the  whole  or  part  of  the  im- 
P^wnepiWf  be  b  cteac  caiTo<dy.      ' 

Of^nbimkfm.    Abdoctlon  is=  f^lse  fmpHtotimeiit  ()f  a  woman  wUb  i3ie  mtenl  to  ibroe  her  iaiQ , 
^mariM^eMier  iM^b  the  dflVndet  or  some  other  |)erson,  and  that  whedier  the  marriage 
**ts  We  ar  ttat-i-^TIte  punishment  for  this  otfl^nce  is  a  fine  not  less  than  ;pOO  nor  n^qre . 
JMk  fllnbyfte  im^ria6urtent  not  less  than  sixty  days  npi'  more  fjbdfi  one  yeaf  3.  or  poth ',  9Jod 
"C  impHsanment  may  be.  in' wholtt  or  in  pa/t,  iB  close  custody. 

«fie.  Hi^MS^feftife.  r     ,         .  „         -, 

««**«.'  yhioevw,  by  vloltti*'*,  or  by  any  means  dxtemafly  or  internally  applied^ to  ai^y 
I>*rantwQiiias,  skhh  mt  Consent,  shall  designedly  procure  an  abortion,  shall  be  9opn#- 
^if  httd'lafibf  •mJtkit  tljcan  ihre^  no^  moM  tfaatt  Ax  years.    If  it  be  done  without  ber 

KnksK  Wkd  labtir'for  lifo.— i^E^  bf  the  ^tettravated  species  of  nmrder  bas  approfiii- 
^pvmtiotti  add  a^gttcvatldtts  of  diiKspfine  aSott^  to  it  in  d>e  code  of  prison  di8cipline.-p-< 
^wanpt  tomtorde^'by  achninisfering  poison,  aldkXigh  it  (aO  in  iU  effects,  shall  be  ponij^ 
"yjy  lAahiCrt  tft  tod  labdr  for  fifteen  yeart. 

'^daefr:'  Vtaf  perft>n  shall  ose  any  insuhitig  words  or  gestures  of  or  to,  or  make  an 
•w*  vpoi  iuMtrJoMi  iintxA  or  to  piwoke  any  one  to  give  a  challenge  to  fight  aducl,  or 
^«  ilMttBhreto  dUmior  htm,  lie  shaR  be  fined  not  leas  than  gSO  nor  more  than  5^00  ;ol' 

■VJ^orf  not  leai  than  Vve  iWr  ntof^  than  thirty  days  in  close  custody. Whoever  mv 

p^aiMi^|M  tolfeMB  duel  of  shall,  on  receiving  such  challenge,  accept  the  same, 
S^prittMn  Om^mady  not  less  than  two  nor  moi^  than  six  months  ian4  be  suspej 

«^  UMMteTtMts 'for  four  years. Whoever  shall  ^  a  duel.  IT  he  in  such  ^ 

VKttikBiroiitKf^ifiU^be  impriiooed  in  ckMe  custcKly  not  less  (han.sif  ntf  moKeffy^  |w< 
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momhi ;  and  shaU  be  sospended  from  his  political  rights  far  six  years.  If  He  wound  \m  ad- 
vereary,  awl  such  wound  do  not  occasion  death  or  any  pennanenl  bodily  diaabiluy,  the  im- 
prisonment  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve  nor  mora  than  eighteen  months ;  and  the  su&peasion 
for  eiriit  years.  If  he  fight  a  duel,  and  shall  inflict  a  wound  on  his  adversarr  that  caosaa 
permanent  disability,  he  sliall  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  twelve  months,  and  be  suspended 
ton  the  exeraiae  of  his  poiiUcal  rights  and  his  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  Uurd  class  for  sem 
years.  If  in  such  fight  he  kill  or  inflict  a  mortal  wound  on  his  adversary,  be  shall  he  unpra- 
oned  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years,  and  forfeit  forever  his  political  i^  w 
bis  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  class.  And  if  such  death  or  mortal  wound  be  latticled  by 
treachery,  he  shall  be  doomed  gnUty  of  murder  by  assassination,  and  shall  wffrr  the  foam- 
ment  of  that  crime.  ,^  .  •  r  . 

OfftruxM  agauut  civil  and  polUical  righU  and  conditions.  If  at^  person,  to  whom  an  in&iit 
under  the  a^  of  she  years  shall  be  confided  for  nursing,  education,  or  olh^r  purpose,  stall, 
with  intent  to  deceive  the  parents,  tutors  or  curators  of  such  infont,  subsUtuie  or  a«e»P<^to 
substitute  another  chiid  in  the  place  of  the  one  so  confided,  he  shall  be  »roP'»»^*i*?^ 

labor  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. If  any  one  to  whom  such  a  chiWfihaU 

be  so  confided;  or  its  lather  or  mother,  shall  expose  or  desert  such  child,  with  intent  who  ly  to 
abandon  it,  in  a  place  where  its  life  will  be  endangered,  he  shall  be  punished  at  hard  Isbcr 
not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years.— -If  such  exposure  or  abandonmeirt  hc^»  fjj 

inbahiled  house,  or  in  a  hospital,  one  half  of  the  punishment  shaU  be  inflicted. ^Irsuch  child 

shall  die  in  consequence  of  such  exposure,  it  is  infeuticide,  murder,  or  murder  under  ttuii, 
depending  on  the  person  who  commits  the  crime.  If  it  receive  any  other  bodUy  uyuiy.  liie 
ofleoce  stoll  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  (he  same  injury  would  be,  had  it  been  done 
with  intent  to  kill.  ,   „      _       .     ■     «». 

0/ bigamy.  A  person  having  a  wife,  or  husband,  living,  who  shall,  without  having  rCSr 
sonable  cause  to  believe  such  person  to  be  dead,  contract  a  second  marriage,  is  guilty  of 
bigamy,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  l€»s  than  one  nor  more  than  five  yean.— 
Inhe  first  wife  or  husband  had,  at  the  time  of  the  subsequent  marriage,  been  absent forbve 
yean,  and  during  that  time  the  accused  had  not  received  any  intelligence  of  his  or  her  bosf 
alive,  this  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  this  chapter,  be  considered  such  a  reasonable  behef  oldeaib 
as  to  ^e  avray  all  criminality  from  the  act. 

Of  bunwig.  and  other  maHcians  iniury  to  property .  If  any  one  shall  malicioosly  set  fire  to 
any  dwelling  house,  with  intent  to  destroy  the  same,  or  shall  destroy  such  boose  by  an  ex- 
pkMion  of  gunpowder,  or  any  other  explosive  matter,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  dunn£  life,  ii 
the  house  be  not  a  dwelling  house,  but  contain,  personal  property  of  the  value  of  JiW,  ne 
shall  be  imprisoned  in  like  manner,  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  fourteen  y«»«  J  f^" 
it  be  empty  or  contain  personal  property  of  less  value  than  5IOO,  the  pumshment  stoii  w  a 
like  imprisonment,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

0/  hotue  breaking.  Whoever  enters  a  bouse  secretly,  or  by  force,  or  threate,  or  firaofl, 
daring  the  night,  or  m  like  manner  enters  a  house  by  day^  and  conceals  himself  Ibcremuntu 
the  night,  wiOi  the  intent  in  either  case  of  commiltinff  a  cnmc,  is  guilty  of  the  cpmt  of  bouse 
breaking,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  yean 

OffiaudaktA  breach  0/ trust.  Imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ttaee  yeatv^ 
the  property  be  of  the  value  of  530;  and  if  above  that  value,  the  like  impriaonn*nt'not  ie« 
Ihan  one  nor  more  than  four  years.  . 

0/ fraudulent  appropriation  of  property  found.  V  any  one  shall  come,  by  fiwfin^,  to  lae 
pottesaion  of  any  personal  property,  of  which  he  shall  know  or  have  reaaon  to  l'*'**^*^ 
designated  person  to  be  the  own^r,  and  shall  fraudulently  appro|)riate  the  same,  or  any  pwt 
thereof,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  in  close  custody,  not  less  than  sixty  days  nor  more  than  ai 
months}  «od  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  property  so  appro- 
priated, tu 

Of  the  violatioH  of  Hterary  correspondence.  If  any  one  shall  open  and  read,  of  came  to  M 
reacl,  any  sealed  letter,  without  being  authorized  so  to  do,  either  by  the  wntcr  ofso«  f«'^ 
«r  oftfie  person  to  whom  it  is  iiddressed,  or  b^  law,  he  shall  bfc  fined  not  more  than  |i»}  « 
.hnprtsoned  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  thirty  days.  ^ 

Of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretences.  If  the  value  of  the  property,  obtained  tjiterffl' 
section,  shall  not  amount  to  |f30,  the  punishment  shall  be  imprisonment  at  ^^^^^^f^^ 
eeeding  three  years ;  and  if  the  vahie  exceed  that  sum,  the  imprisonment  shaB  no*  oe  icss 
than  one  nor  more  than  four  years,  ,     . ,  »^  •-, 

Of  theft.  Simple  theft,  if  of  property  not  exceeding  in  value  jS30,  is  P«"™Jolc  ijr  in- 
nrisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  three  years.  If  the  property  be  above  the  vawe  a 
IfStk  the  punishment  diall  not  be  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Of  theft  by  effraction.  If  any  one  shall  in  the  day  time,  with  a  fi-audulent  design,  enter  a  Boosc, 
.  or  ship  or  other  vessel,  without  breaking,  or  other  violence,  and  shall  then  and  there  cmmn 
a  theft,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  sue  years  at  ^^Jf^^'T^ 
If  any  theft  Shall  be  committed  by  bifeaWng  any  closet,  box  or  other  place  of  the  »»«"*"|^ 
in  which  the  property  stolen  was  contained,  the  puniaiment  shall  not  be  less  than  wr  nor 
more  than  seven  years  at  hard  labor.  ^^^ 

OfOeaHngfrom  the  person.  If  the  theft  be  committed  by4)rivately  stealing  property  nw 
the  person  of  another,  the  oflender  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor 

■lore  than  six  years.  .    ^l^ 

Of  robbery.    Robbery  is  thdl  committed  by  fiwidnlenUy  taking  the  property  of  aaotber 
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froB  fab  penan,  or  io  his  presence,  withoat  his  knowledge,  aeainst  his  will :  whether  it  be 
Iskea  by  ftroe  or  deKvered  or  sufiered  to  be  taken  thraogfa  mar  of  some  iUeR*l  iigwyto 
peniMi,  pmpefty  or  repotatioo,  that  is  threatened  kw  the  rooher  or  his  aoeoin[Mice.~-— >Tfae 
Ibr  this  oflence  is  inyrisnnment  at  hara  faibor  not  less  than  seren  nor  more  than 


O/netick^mipeiy  knoming  it  to  be/rauiuUnUy  cblabted.  .WhoevershaHrecetve,  either 
bf  way  ofvmcMB^  or  oo  any  other  contract,  or  for  safe  keeuinr,  or  concealmeatj  or  shall  con- 
ceal or  endeavor  to  conceal,  any  property,  knowing  it  to  oe  naudulentfy  obtained,  ahalt  be 
fpwhed  in  the  same  manner  with  the  principal  ofieodcr. 


O/ti 
tuMher 


principal 
Of  «titmal9  to  defraud  by  t/utaii.    Whoever,  with  a  fraudulem  intent.  shaS  Uiraaten 
otter  witt  any  in|airy  to  his  person,  repntatiott  or  pn^ierty,  accompanied  oy  a  demand  of 

fnfpeny  as  the  means  of  avoioiog  such  threat,  shall  be  imprisoned  atliard  labor  not  less  thu 

'  e  DOT  man  than  five  yean. 
O/emufiwtaaf,    Where  the  conapiTacy  b  to  commit  an  ofience,  the  punishment  shall  be 
e  half  or  that  denounced  by  law  against  the  offence,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  agree- 

•sent  10  comtaat,  if  it  be  not  carriea  into  effort,  and  in  addition  to  such  punishment,  if  it  Is 

•amnilied.— — — When  the  oonspiraey  ia  false^  u»  accuse  and  prosecute  another  of  an  oflence. 

the  ponishment  shall  be  one  haif  of  that  which  would  have  oeen  inflicted  if  the  offence  had. 

beenproved. 
QMccesaorsir.    All  accessaries  shall  be  puniabed  by  one  fourth  of  the  punisfamem  that  wouUI 

favebeen  suflered  by  the  principal  offender,  provided  that  it  shall  in  no  case  exceed  a  fine  of 

fSOO,  and  impriaonnieBt  m  dose  custody  for  one  year. 

There  marf  have  been  changcB  in  the  criminal  law  of  some  of  the  Slates  above  mentioned, 
tt  the  last  sesaicm  of  thor  respective  Legislatures,  concerning  which  no  infonnaiien  has  botti 


REMARKS. 

Wtnmark,imviewo/tkuabilmi,iheimfuaiiiyof1lteiawiia 


Id  Maine,  treason ;  murder,  or  being  accessary  thereto  before  the  £uA  3  rape,  or  being  ac- 
rsiiiuy  thereto  belSiNne  the  foct ;  bnnang  dwelling  house  in  the  night  time,  or  bemg  accessary 
thereto  before  tbe  foot  5  burglary,  or  beins  accessary  thereto  beloie  the  fact,  when  the  ofieoder 
B  axaied  witii  a  dangerous  weapon,  or  makes  an  assault  j  robbery,  when  the  offender  is  aimed 
vith  a  ^arerous  weapon,  and  intends  to  ktUy-are  punished  witb  okath. 

la  Ifew  Haiaprfiire,  treaaon  and  mvrder^-^are  punished  with  pkatb. 

In  Vcnnont,  treason  &  imarcler^  AJse  witness  wectioi^  life^  if  life  be  taken  >  arson,  whetia 

ay  person  suffers  deatli  In  consequence,  or  is  injured  u  His  or  her  body  or  members ;  attd 

ittaur  a  perso^  ia  a  doel>— are  punished  with  death. 

In  Maasachixseits,  treason }  murder^  or  being  accessary  before  tbe  fitct  j  killing  in  a  diMAy 
nbbery,  where  am  a»auU  is  made  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  with  intent  to  kiUor  maim, <r 
if  ibepersoo  robbed  is  struck  or  wounded  with  such  weapon  3,  arson,  or  burning  a  dweuii^ 
kguse  m  the  Mjiff"^  time,  or  accetsary  thereto  before  tbe  foct ,  rape,  and  accessary  before  the 
hct  5  caniallyJuiowinffand  abifsing  a  woman  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  being  BCGOh 
saiy  thereto  befbt^  tbe  met  j  burglary,  when  armed  with  a  dauffenws  weapon,  and  thoee  ao- 
ceamnr  before  the.  fsct,  and  aiding  and  abetting, — are  punishea  with  death. 

tu  Rbode  IiiaDa,  nonirder ;  arson,  or  accessary  hem  the  fact;  rape, or  accessary  befone 
the  fact ;  robbery,  ^r  accessary  before  the  fact  j  burglaxy,  or  accessary  before  the  lactj  tre»- 
soa,  sodomy,  aecood  offence,— are  punished  with  death, 

.  Ia  ConnecUcot,  irtsatta*,  murder  3  pogury,  with  intent  to  take  life ',  arson,  cauBiiMf  death,  or 
eBdangerin^  tbe  life  of  any  person  3  Duming  any  building  other  than  a  dwelling  noose,  and 
eansing  d^auh  9,  cittlt|^  out  tne  tangue,  or  {noting  out  the  eye,  dtc.  wiUi  malice,  and  rape, — 
are  ponhiied  with  DSATH. 

Ia  New  J^insey,  treason,  murder,  sheriff  or  other  officers  guilty  of  voluntary  escapes,  in 
eamtal  cases ;  rescue  or  persons  guilty  of  capital  crimes,  and  second  offence  of  maaslaugnter# 
soaoniy^  rape,  arson,  burglary,  robbery,  and  foigery, — are  punished  with  death. 

hi  Delttware,  treason,  muraer.  rape,  bni^lary,  arson,  burning  any  dwelhag  bouse,  court 
house,  or  aay  officii,  in  which  public  reconob  are  kept  ^  kidnapping,  or  assisting,  second  of- 
fence,— are  punished  with  death. 

bi'Peanmvaiua,  nsurder,  in  the  first  degree,  is  puaidied  with  death.  " 

In  Marriaad,  treason  is  punished  with  death,  or  confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitea- 
tiaiT,  not  less  ihan  si^c  nor  more  than  twenty  years.  Insurrection,  or  rebellion  by  fiee  negroes, 
awfattnes,  or  slaves,  and  by  white  persons  with  them^— are  punished  with  deatn.  Murder  of 
the  first  derree.  and  aiding}  rape,  or  being  accessary ;  carnal  knowledge,  and  abuse  of  a 
female  chSdT  under  10  years,  are  punished  with  deadi,  or  confinement  in  we  penitentiary  not 
kss  than  eoie,  nor  more  than  twenty-one  years.  Arson  is  punished  with  death  or  penitea- 
tiary,  ^ot  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  twenty  years.  Wilfully  burning  any  mill,  dutiUery, 
or  any  out  house,  not  being  part  of  a  dwelUng  house,  or  burning  any  stacK  of  hay,  Ace,  or 
aidinCf^is  pqnished  with  de^,  or  penitentiary  not  more  than  twelve  nor  less  than  three  years. 

In  Yirgmia^  treason  j  slaves  conspiring  to  rebel  or  to  murder  any  fVee  pcirson  $  free  peneips 
advising  or  conepiring  with  a  slave,  in  rebellion  or  murder ;  murder  in  the  first  oegrea ; 
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IcUUi^  a  penoD  in  a  duel}  rape  by  a  slave  >  carnally  knowing  or  abo&i^  a  female  cluki 
under  ten  yean  of  age  J  or  accessary  befive  the  &ct  by  a  slave*  Duegery  wub  man.  or  beast, 
by  a  slave  j  nvilfully  selling  fire  to  any  house  in  a  town  by  nigBt  or  day ',  slaves  frilniUy  bum- 
ing  any  bam,  stable,  sbopi,  com  iwusey  dec.  feloniously  breaking  any  warebouse  or  storehouse, 
and  takiiv  momy,  goods,  chattels,  dec.  or  aiding  and  abetting,  by  a  slave  j  and  arson, — are 
punished  wiib  DEATH.  Accessaries  to  anon,  ifa  free  peisen,  not  less  than  ten  nor  nuxe  tlua 
twenty-one^yean;  ifaslave.  DKATH, 
In  Mr.  Livingston's  code  tor  Louisiana,  no  crime  is^punisfaed  wlOx  death. 

We  remark,  «eeofu%,  the  wequality  of  the  fwushmenU  far  tii6$e  crwier,  icftscft  «■  aomet/ 
theStataartfmidincoUrtarenUtptniahedunthdep^ 

Trsaboh^  which,  in  all  the  States  mentioned  above,  with  two  exceptidns,  it  jMmitfacd  'with 
death,  is  punished  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  fiiyt  offence,  with'ftnprBionmeilt  not  Teas  tbtai  Aree 
nor  more  than  six  yean ;  and  for  the  second  oflfbnce,  not  eitceeding  ten  yean. 

Aaso5,  in  Maine,  Massachusetts.  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersay,  Ddte^ware, 
Maryland,  and  Viiginta,  is  punisliea  with  death}  in  New  Hampshire,  with  solitary  confitie- 
mem  not  more  th^  six  montns,  and  hard  labor  for  life';  in  Verttiont,  if  life  is  wH  kit  in  eon- 
sequence,  nor  perion  nor  limb  mjured,  with  hard  labor  not  exceeding-  ten  yean^  and'lbie  not 
exceeding  ^l,uOO,  or  either  of  said  pohiifiimentS}  and  in  Pennsylvania;  wKh  impriatmoieiit 
m  the  penitentiary  for  first  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  yean,  and  Rur  the 
second  offence,  not  more  than  fifteen  yean;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana  wMi  imprtenment 
lor  life. 

Rjit*c,.m  Maine,  Massachusetts^  Rhode  Island,  ConnectiMi,  New  lertey^  Delswaiie, 
Maryland* and  if  by  a  slave  in  Virginia,  is  punished  with  death)  in  N^  HlutmlDfe,  is  pan- 
ished  with  solitaiy  confinement  not  less  than  six  months,  and  lilQrwards  with  nard  labor  far 
life ;  in  Vermont,  with  hard  labor  not  exceecfing  ten  yean,  and  fine  not  exceedBi^  $l,00O.  or 
either  of  said  punishments ;  in  Pemisyivania,  m  the  nrst  <mence,  with  imprisonment  not  feaa 
than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  yean;  and  in  Vii^ginia,  if  by  a  free  person,  witbimprisoBaaeot 
tn  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  yean;  by  the'codii  Ibf  IxNlisiiifia, 
with  hard  labor  for  life. 

Burglary,  when  the  ofiender  is  armed  with  a  danffefoos  weapon,  in  Maine  aad  MasBa- 
chusetts^  and  whether  thus  armed  or  not,  in  Rhode  luand  and  Delaware,  and  fbr  aecond 
offence  m  New  Jersey,  is  punished  with  death;  in  New  Han^shire,  it  is  poaished  with  aoJi' 
tary  confinement  not  nx>re  than  six  months,  and  hard  labor  for  life ;  in  Vermoni,  widi  jAnris- 
onment  in  the  state  prison  not  exceediiig  fifteen  yean,- and  fine  not  exoMdqug'  $lfi09,  or 
either  of  said  punishments;  in  Gonnecticut:  state  pri»<m  not  eKoeediaff  tlvee  year*,  «r  if 
attended  with  penonal  abo^,  qr  armed  witb  a  daaj^erous  w^ipon,  for  afe^  or  for  a  term  of 
yean  not  exceeding  seven ;  in  I^ennsT1vBnia,  first  ogeaee,  imnrisonmeM  not  lesa  iha*  ene  tior 
more  than  tea  yean;  for  second  offence,  not  exceediag  fifteen  yean;  in  MarylaBad,  with 

(he  valne,  and  imprisomaent  in  the  peattentiaiy  net  lesa 


r&Moration  of  property,  or  paying  w«  *«.-»,  -.»  ..«|»«r».u»».»  «.  »»  y.— 1,..>— .j.  «^  .«• 
than  three  nor  more  than  tea  yean ;  end  in  Virginia,  with  restoralion  or  payment,  aBd  fan- 
prisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  mora  tibn  ten  yean;  oy  tha  Code  for 
Louisiana,  with  imprisonment  nqt  km  4ibii  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  yean. 

Sodomy,  second  offence  in  ]KMb  bland,  second  olfeDce  In  New  Jen«y>by>»  alaw^  in 
Virginia, is  puniriied  with  death;  in  Maine;  with  solitary  impritemneM  not  ^wtM/Aag  ane 

£!ar,  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  nM  esceeding.ien  years  s  in  Goaneoiicat^siaia  piteon 
r  life ;  in  Massachusetts  solitanr.  not  mqre  than  one  year,  and  aard  labor  after  not  aneaad- 
ing  ten  yean ;  in  New  Jersey,  fine  and  solitsiry  imprisonment  to  haid  tabor  not  eaceedia^ 
twaniy-<oae  ywan ;  in  Delaware,  solita^  inmrisonvieai  not  eacee^n^  thnse  mQi»  aadiwhip- 
pod  publidy  sixty  la^es,  on  bare  back,  well  laid  on ;  in  Pennsylvama,  nrst  ofience.  not  ms 
than  (me  nor  more  than  five  yean,  second  offence,  not  more  than  ten  yean ;  in  Maryland, 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  aot  lesa  than  one  nor  more  than  tan  yeani  19  Viiguaia,  im- 
prHanmeat  in  the  nenitentiary  not  less  than  one  aor  more  than  ten  yaais. 

RoKBERT.  in  Maine  and  Meesadaiseua;  when  the  offender  is  asmed  with  a  daagnpoos 
weapon,  ana  intends  to  kill)  is  punished  with  death ;  ia  Rbode  Island,  with,  death.}  in  D(ew 
Hampfihire.  it  is  ponidied  with  solitaiy  confinement  not  mere  than  six  moaihs,  and  aftonranAi 
with  bard  labor  for  life^  in  Vermont,  state  prison  not  exceeding  fifteen yaan,  and  fiae  not 
exceeding  $lfi(Xi,  or  either  of  said  punishments,  second  conviction,  stale  prison  for  lifi»k  or 
not  Jess  than  seven  yean ;  in  Coonaoticttt,  stale  prison  not  axoeeding  sevan  yean}  in  tfew 
Janey,  fine  and  solitary  impriaenment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fifteen  yean  (  in  Data- 
ware, on  or  near  the.  hiahway,  or  in  a  dwelling  bouse,  fine  not  lew  than  jt^  »or  ^ore 
than  S5fi00,  set  on  the  pulory  one  hour,  sixty  iasnes  on  the  bare  back,  well  hid  oa^  ifiririrwi 
meal  not  exceeding  fonr  yean,  and  afterwards  sold  as  aservsnt  for  fiftaea  yaara— if  of^aut* 
ted  in  aay  place  other  thaa  as  above,  fine  not  less  than  $&00  nor  more  than  fWXy,  thaity. 
um€  lashes  as  before^  iaprisonraent  not  more  thaa  two  yean,  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  servant 
for  ten  yean ;  in  Pennsylvania,  fint  ofience,  not  less  than  one  nor  aMNre  than  aevaa  yaan, 
■eooad  ofienea,  ant  more  than  twelme  yaan;  ia  Maiylaad,  restomtio^  or  payacnl  oT  tbe 
jvaiae,  aad  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  aot  Jess  than  three  nor  naore  tWaien  yearai  ia 
Ftrgiaia,  tOBiaiaiten  or  pavmeot,  and  impftsonment  in  the  peaitemiaiy  aot  less  thaa  five  nor 
dMira  than  ten  ycan^  by  the  coda  for  Iipiiiiiiana,  withiByriiooroent  athaiidiabor  net  leiatea 
seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  yean. 
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lUrHiif.  in  CoQiiecticitt,  when  the  Unwue  is  cut  ooi,  or  the  e^e  is  put  oat,  with  malicCi  w 
panisbed  wfOi  death ;  in  Maioe.  it  is  puni^ed  with  solitary  impmooment  not  exceeding^  one 

Sir,  and  imprisonment  to  hard  labor,  or  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  ten  yeart ;  in  New 
ampshire,  solitar/  not  less  than  six  months,  and  to  labor  aAer  not  less  than  one  year  nor 
Bore  than  twenty  years ;  in  Vermont,  slate  prison  for  life,  or  a  term  of  years  not  less  than 
seven  J  in  Rhode  Island,  with  flue  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  ffijCffi,  and  imprisonment 
Bot  more  than  two  years ;  in  Massachusetts,  solitary  not  exceeding  one  year,  and  confine- 
ment to  bard  labor  or  imprisonment  in  county  jail  for  any  time  not  exceeding  ten  years;  in 
New  Jcney,  fine  not  exceeding  j[  1,000,  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven 
rcan.orbothj  in  Delaware,  fine  not  exceedii^^  5*^,000  nor  less  than  5^00.  whipped  on  the 
^  bare  t>ack  sixty  lashes,  well  laid  on,  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  ^ears,  ana  afterwards  sold 
^  as  a  servant  not  less  tnan  four  years  nor  more  than  seven  years ;  in  Maryland,  penitenfiary 
M  JDora  than  tea  yeara  i  ia  Virglniar  penitentiary  not  moce  than  ten  iim  less  than  two  years, 
«ad  fine  not  exceeding  JJ/XX). 

Duelling,  killing:  a  person  in  a  duel,  in  Vermont  and  Viiginia,  is  punished  with  death} 
b  Maine,  fighting  a  quel,  givtjqg  a  diallenge,  or  acting  as  a  second,  is  punished  as  a  fek>ni- 
OM  assaulter,  and  disquataied;  for  tweut^-  j'ears,  from  holding  any  omce  under  the  SKate 
(ovflnimeoiy  in  New  Hampshire,  accepting  a  challenge,  impnsoument  in  the  common  jail 
Ml  exoeedii^  oa»  year,  ana  disqualifieq  from  holdiuff  any  office  for  five  years — not  mentioned 
ia  the  laie  eeneral  law  of  New  Hampshire ;  in  Connecticut,  scudinr  or  accepting  a  chal- 
l«ofB  lo  fi^t  a  fluel.  fine  of  53,000,  and  bonds  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior 
wiag  XiSb,  and  disabled  ever  after  from  holding  any  otfice— Kiellvcrinff  a  challenge,  the  same 
puaisEroent,  except  not  finding  securities  for  good  behavior :  in  Khcrae  Island,  mougii  death 
4m8  not  eoue,  canied  publicly  in  a  cart,  with  a  rope  about  nis  neck,  to  the  gallows,  and  sit 
nenran  for  one  bour»  and  bo  imfirisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both :  in  Massa* 
cbttieua,  when  death  shall  not  ensue,  and  challenging  to  a  auel,  though  no  duel  be  fought, 
and  a  second,  aider  or  abettor,  punisned  as  a  felonious  assaulter,  solitary  not  more  than  one 
7CV7  aad  hard  labor  not  exceefiing  twenty  years,  and  disqualified  firom  holding  office  for 
'  fwaoiy  yean"--accepling  a  challenge,  thoi^^  no  duel  ensue,  and  thus  aidiuj^  and  abetting, 
nphsanaient  in  common  jail  not  more  than  one  year,  and  disqualified  from  hoRb'ng  any  office 
nr  five  years ;  in  New  Jersey,  challenging  to  fight  a  duel,  though  no  duel  be  fought,  or  know- 
■ffb[  '^'^g  tho  bearer  of  a  challenge,  or  in  any  way  aiding  or  abetting,  fine  not  exceeding 
IWf  or  imprisoamenl  (o  hard  labor  not  more  than  two  years,  or  both — bghting  a  duel  when 
waih  does  not  easue^  or  being  a  second,  or  aidmg  or  abeUing  ia  such  duel,  fine  not  cxcee<t 
^fiffJOf  and  imprMonmeat  at  hanl  labor  not  cxcced'uig  four  yedss^  or  both  j  m  Delaware. 
piBf  or  accepliag  a  challengo,  can'>'ing  or  delivering  such  challenge,  engaging  in  ana 
■Sbtiag  a  duel,  or  being  a  seoondi,  whether  the  duel  lake  place  or  not,  or  any  way  concerned 
ia  aidiug  or  eooouraging,  fine^l/XX);  imprisonment  three  numths,  and  forever  disqualified 
fcoai  boklii^  aay  oftce  m  the  atate ;  m  Maryland,  fighiinff  a  duel,  and  killing  an  antagonist, 
«r  vQnDding  him,  ao  that  be  shall  aie  theresof  within  twelve  mouths  and  a  day,  and  aiding 
*m1  abetting  penitentiary  not  less  tlian  five  nor  more  than  eighteen  years— challenging  or  ac- 
t^piiag  a  enNeagB  to  a  duel,  declared  incapable  of  holding  any  office,  dvD  or  militaxv.  in 
tbs  Stale  \  in  Vu)finia,  chattengiiig  to  a  duel  or  accepting  a  challepge,  forever  disquauned 
fcr  ofiice ;  by  the  code  for  Louiaiaaa,  if  in  a  duel  tbe  crimmal  kill  his  antagonisL  he  shall  be 
ivprisened  not  lesa  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years,  and  forfoit  forever  bis  political  rights, 
•no  his  civil  lighto  of  the  first  and  third  class,  and  if  such  death  or  mortal  wound  be  by 
<>^*«hef  J,  be  ahaii  be  deemed  guilty  by  assassination,  and  shall  suffer  the  punishment  of  that 


Wtrmat^,  thirdly ,  tht  disproporekm  bOtoeen  (fit  pentliy  f&r  jmsi^ tommerfik n^metf  and 


bMikie,  htvinr  i»  MMMida»  or  bringing  inte  the  StaiiB,  ooamerieit  bankbiU8,wtiii  intent 
to  pass,  is  punished  wilb  solitary  confloement  no«  more  than  thiee  montba,  and  hafd  labor  not 
■<*»  (ban  three  yeBf»,  and  by  fine  not  eiceeding  jf  l/XX),  and  iiBpriadmaem  in  conttioa  jail 
lot  ■of^'than  one  y«nr  -,  ami  adaltery  it  punithedwith  solitary  unprisoomeat  for  a  lerai  nol 
*>c«Hlng  fhf^e  nonfhs,  nnd  eottflnemenc  to  hard  labor  not  moM  tbtti  five  years. 
.  k  New  Haa^MbiPe,  bringing  uiu>  the  State,  or  having  in  poHetnao,  counterfeit  bills,  with 
<«eM  to  pass,  if  ponished  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  fiMT  raodthi,  and  hard  labor 
M  Wssfnan  two  nor  more  than  five  years ;  and  adultery  ia  punished  with  confinement  in 
pnmcnjnn  not  exeeeding  one  year,  by  a  fina  not  esoeeding  f  409,  aad^aay  ha  leqaiivd  to 
jyyw  widh  foreties  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  yean,  or  by  one  or  more  oTsaid  pun- 


fa  Vennont,  coanterfeiling  bank  bills  or  notes,  t»  punished  with  eoafiuemuwt  in  the  ttata 
Pj^  not  emaeding  fcuiteen  years,  and  fine  not  ezeeediog  S^V^KlOi  or  either ;  and  adnlteiy 
^  confinemenf  in  state  prison  not  exceedmg  three  years,  and  fine  not  egqceemng  $1/000,  or 
adwr  of  said  pnoishmentj. 

la  MMsaplsissfis,  pming  my  countgrtbit  hank  bai,  is  Maished  wkb  solilarv  cenfinement 
M  more  thui  tfairtj  days,  sad  hard  labor  aiker  not  more  tnaD  three  years,  or  by  fine  not  ez« 
J^^ding  51,000,  and  bmdfaig  to  good  behavior  for  twa  years  $  and  aduilery,  Dy  the  liriw  ef 
»^  with  solitary  confinement  net  mere  thanr  thnse'  maathn,  and  haid  tvbor  aftnianiils  no! 
;fif«jn«n«  « 

E2 
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hk  OaaaoaiiMt  pasnnff  eoanlicrieU  bills  is  punished  with  coofioement  ill  sUle  prison  noi 
over  threo  years  j  and  adultery,  if  a  niaai  in  slate  prison — if  a  woman,  in  common  jail  not 
exceeding  five  nor  less  than  two  yean.  ' 

In  Rhode  Island,  jMssiu^  forged  notes  or  bank  Inlls  is  punished  with  settinf^  in  the  pillory, 
and  while  there  havuig  a  pjeoe  of  each  ear  cut  off,  branded  with  the  letier  C.  imprisoned  not 
more  than  six  years,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exce^ng  (iflOO,  or  any  or  all  of  said  ponish- 
mcuts ;  and  adtdtery  with  fine  not  exceeding  jSGO,  and  imprisoBmeni  not  longer  tnaii  six 
months. 

In  New  Jersey,  usin^  any  &lsq  token  or  writing  to  obtain  money  or  foods,  with  intent  to 
cheat  or  defraua,  may  oe  punish«l  with  solitary  imprisonment  in  the  cells  of  iJie  state  prison 
not  excoedingf  nine  months ;  and  adultery  with  fine  not  exceeding  JHOO,  or  impriaoOBieni  noi 
exceeding  six  months. . 

In  Delaware,  passing,  or  aitemptlngto  ratSii  (gJse  or  forged  notes,  ma^  be  punished  iirith 
fine  not  less  than  ;^600nor  more  than  gifiOOj  set  on  pilk>ry  one  hour,  solitary  nnprisouncnt 
not  eseeeding  three  months,  and  wear  oa  the  outside  garment,  between  the  shouJders,  lor  « 
term  uoi  le»;i  than  two  nor  more,  than  five  years,  the  letter  F,  not  less  than  six  inches  Ion?  and 
two  lucnes  wide,  the  F  to  be  of  a  scarlet  color  y  while  adultery  is  punished  with  a  fine  of  JflOO. 

In  Maryland,  knowinglr  pasaing  a  eounterfeii  bank  bill,  is  ounished  with  confinement  ia 
the  penitentiary  nm  less  w»  five  nor  more  than  ten  years  )  ano  adultery,  by  the  law  of  1715, 
was  punished  with  a  fine  of  £3  or  1200  lbs.  of  tobacco. 

In  Virginia,  passing  or  offering  to  pass  counterfeit  coin  or  bank  notes,  with  immt  to  de- 
firaud,  is  punished  wiiB  imprisounient  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty- 
years  i  and  aduUery  is  punished  with  fine  of  ^20. 

In  the  code  for  Louisiana,  whoever  shall  pass  or  oflfbr  (o  pass  any  ctnttteffoii  coin,  knowing 
it  to  bo  sach,  is  punished  by  imprisonment  at  haxd  labor  nOt  less  than  seven  nor  niore  tbaa 
fifteen  years ;  and  adultery  with  fine  not  less  than  5^00  and  not  exceeding  5^,000,  or  impris- 
onment not  more  than  six  months,  or  both. 

Wb  TtiMUJCffi/krIhhft  tkt  {mporUmot  of  having  the  lawt  tfodeAnown. 

How  few  of  those,  who  may  be  stibject  to  the  penalty  of  the  law,  know  what  ike  kw  is ! 
How  few  indeed  even  know  what  crimes  are  punished  with  death !  The  subject  is  so  nuicii 
in  the  dark,  that  probably  few  of  the  more  intelligent  part  of  the  citizens  could  give  any  thing 
like  a' correct  statement  of  tlie  principal  provisions  of  the  criminal  law,  in  the  State  in  wlii^ 
they  live.  Mr.  LivinsAoB  suggests  that  this  is  a  subject  which  should  be  made  ftmiliar  in  ilin 
common  sehools  j  ana  why  not  ?  In  one  short  reaaing  lesson  the  criminal  law  of  a  given 
State,  in  an  abstract  form,  might  be  comprehended,  in  its  prmcipal  provisions.  Why  not 
then  make  this  vastly  Important  snbjeet  femiliar  to  all  classes  ihm  mfeocv  to  oDnnhood  7  Tfae 
thought  of  having  human  beings  subject  to  the  au-fiil  punishment  of  death,  or  even  to  that  of 
imprisonment  for  life,  for  crimes  committed  in  an  hour  of  passion,  the  penalty  of  whidi  tbey 
never  understood,  is  fcvoltii^  to  the  oidfnary  feelings  of  numanKy.  And  yet  tUs  is  ike  ne- 
OQisafy  oenseaueaoe  of  tuflering  the  erimiiul  law  to  remain  amidst  other  laws,  in  atniute 
boeks,  which  tne  common  people  never  see,  witliout  bringing  it  out  in  some  form^  in  wbidi 
they  can  see  it,  or  rather  in  wnieh  it  drnlt  be  made  known  to  uiem. 

« 

Weremark,Ji^yi1heimp(n1mct4ifhm3ing  <^  ioHguage  of  ihslawwfUamfihit^fheetm^ 

The  plain  EvigUah  of  the  words  is  vfhat  they  mqBl  need,  yvho  ate  most  Uahle  to  the  penalty 
annexed  to  crime,  provided  the  penalty  is  to  have  any  eflect  in  deterring  firom  the  con>> 
misiioti  of  crime.  A  reKgfOuss<irvk<e  in  Latin  is  as  (food  uoong  the  American  people^ 
wlu  dO'notiuKkntsnd  ity as  the-cominal Jaw inLalimaeqwoids to  t&m  ytk^ may  be tn^etl 
to  the  penalty^ but  dp  not  undentand  such  words.  The  laws  ought  Uierefore  to  be  made^  and 
mkde  known,  m  plain  Engfini. 

Having  presented  sm  abstract  of  the  crimmal  laws  of  some  of  the 
United  States,  with  general  remarks  on  the  same,  we  propose  to  show 

.     THB  lIirDmftCT  INTLUfilf  CB  OP  THIS  SOCIBTT. 

. . ..  ■  ,• 

TUs  Society  ntay  have  d»  inditeit  mfiiunce  in  produeing  imp^rttau 
changes  in  the  criminai  lam.-^t  htA  beett  already  seen  thM  there  is 
room  ibr  such  changes  i  atfcF  If  It  has  bei^n  made  so  appttrem,  thiit 
etery  mind  msij  see  it,  will  nov  thh  hate  a  tendency  to  jHrodaoe  those 
changes  which  are  obviotisly  imporknt^"      ' 

This  Sdddy  shows  the  tofinmdn  iietUfUn'  akMteeiure  andmonis* — 
If  there  are  prhKCiplek  in  afchiieetilte/by  the  obeemuiee  of  wtnofc 


grest  mora)  changes  can  be  more  easily  produced  among  the  most 
abandoned  of  our  race,  are  not  these  principles,  with  certain  modifica- 
tions, applicable  to  those  persons  who  are  not  yet  lost  to  virtue,  but 
proae  to  evil  1     If  it  is  found  most  salutary  to  place  very  vicious  mein 
alooey  at  night,  and  give  them  opportunities  for  thought,  without  inter- 
niption,  is  not  the  principle  applicable  to  others  subject  to  like  pa»* 
sions  I  *  K  old  odenders  corrupt  juvenile  delinquents,  in  buildings  so 
emistriicted  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  lodge  them  in  the  same  room, 
will   not  vicious   youth  of  seventeen,  in  similar  apartments,  corrupt 
innocent  boys  of  eight  or  nine.     If  a  night  room,  in  a  prison  contain- 
ing ten  or  twenty  convicts,  presents  to  an  invisiUe  spirit,  profaneness^ 
obscenity,  histories  of  past  and  designs  for  future  mischief,  and  gene-  , 
rally  contagion  in  sin,  what  will  be  presented  to  the  same  spirit,  in  a 
night  room  occupied  by  five  or  six  unruly  apprentices  t    If  females,  in  ' 
prison,  crowded  together  in  a  room  at  night,  and  lefi  to  themselves, 
(fishonor  their  name,  is  there  no  tendency  to  a  similar  result  among 
hetory  girls,  lodged  in  the  same  manner  T    If  in  a  house  of  refiige  for 
juvenile  xlelinquents  great  changes  are  produced,  in  a  few  months,  for 
the  better,  in  consequence  of  breaking  up  the  evil  association  between  * 
vicioas  youth^  and  placing  them  alone,  in  solitude  and  silence,  eight ' 
hoars  in  twenty-four ;  is  there  no  danger  that  youth  of  like  passionf , 
in  ainodlair  numbers,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  if  placed  several  in  a 
room,  and  left  to  themselves,  vrill  corrupt  good  manners  by  evil  com- : 
mnnicationB  1    If  a  youth  of  seventeen^  while  confined  in  a  room  with 
two  and  twenty  convicts,  old  and  yonng,  said  to  a  Christian  fi'iend^ 
"  5uch  things  are  coming  into  my  eyes  and  into  my  ears,  that  they  get  ' 
down  into  my  heart,  and  I  find  it  difficult  to  pray  ;*'  what  is  it  but  an 
iBostration  of  the  importance  of  solitude  1 

It  is  the  object  of  these  questions  to  put  the  friends  of  improvemei^t' 
to  thinking ;    for  we  are  satisfied  for  ourselves,  that  there  is  such  a  - 
thing  as  architecture  adapted  to  morals ;  that,  other  things  bdng  equnl,    ^ 
the   prospect  of  improvement,  in   morals,  depends,  in   some  degree, 
npon^  the  consmiction  of  buiMings ;  and  that  among  cerfein  dasses  of 
persons,  and  for  certain  purposes,  separate  sleeping  rooms  sfiouid  bi& 
provided.     How  fkr  this  principle  oiight  to  be  (Extended,  wte  do  ndl 
pretend  to  decide ;  but  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  should  be  extended  tb  / 
alt  prisons ;  that  it  is  scarcely  less  necessary  for  the  vieimisjnoor,  utv/ 
extensive  alms-houses;    that  it  would  he  usefiil,  in'  alj  estAblishments, |' 
where  large  numbers  of  youth  of  both  sexes  are  assembled  and  exposed  ' 
to  joath£l  lusts ;  and  that  ip  would -gre^y  promote  order,  seriousn^^, 
and  purity  in  Ufge  fiunilies,  male  and  fpjtnale  boarding  schools,  aiidj 
coOeges. 

The  pfi^eiD^l^  is  already  a^lipd  ta  t)i^  ppfoi^s  ii}  M^ne,  Ab^s^chu- 
aetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania^  Maryland,  and*  Ithfe  Dis- 
tvacst  of  Cohimbia ;  to  the  houses  ^  rQ%&  in  I^fw  Yox}^ .  an^  Pl^ifa- 
dyrfphia;,.  and  resolves  have  passed  the  Legislatures  of  the  respectively 
SMes,  directing  an  estimate  of  the  fxpeiv^e.  of  doing  -  it,  or.  measures ., 
aie  4B  progress^  with  reference  tp  iu.  accomplishment,  in  VprinQnt,., 
New  Jersey,  Georgia,  and  lUinoisr.  ;It  has  b^nprpposea  to  Apply  th^,. 
ponoiple^  ajii4  there  is  little  douht  jt  will  <he  done,,  to  tbe  extensive ' 
akaa^iMes.  Qpw  erecting  ns^  New-Xflrki  ^B^  Jfl>|!*4?^I|*>f^/9^.f3rL^S? 
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the  intempenite,  vagnM^it  and  vicioua  poor  are  coDcerned ;  ana  it  is 
obvioiu,  from  very  alight  observation  on  many  poor-bouses,  that  their 
oharacter  would  not  aufier  by  the  application  of  the  same  principle  to 
them. 

^The  principle  has  not  yet  been  applied  to  boarding  schools,  so  far 
as  our  knowledge  extends ;  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  since 
giost  of  the  jealousy,  whispering,  heart-burning,  censoriousness,  dja- 
content,  revelling,  juvenile  gambling,  impurity,  and  such  like,  har^ 
their  begipping  in  the  chambers,  after  the  youth  have  retired  from  the 
obsarvtUioa  of  their  teachers  and  guardians,  two,  three  or  five  in  a 
room,  and  have  been  left  to  themselves ; — which  would  all  be  preventr 
^,  with  perfect  ease,  and  rendered  physically  impossible,  so  far  as 
evil  communicaAion  from  one  to  another  takes  place  in  tha  chamb^rs^ 
by  a  building  so  constructed,  that  the  dormitories  'should  not  only  be 
separate^  but  be  so  arraip^ed  that  fifty,  or  one  hundred,  if  necessary, 
should  be  under  the  eye  of  the  tutor  or  guardian  from  the  door  of  hj3 
study — and  if  in  this  door  there  is  a  window,  the  whole  building  is 
under  supervision  ^nd  control  from  the  tutor's  chair. 

A  proposal  has  been  made  for  the  exection  of  such  a  building,  and 
the  plan  furnished  to  a  |[entleman,  fi>r  an  important  school  in  Mjas8»- 
chusetts.  The  plan  of  this  building  is  as  follows : — to  be  three  stories 
high,  having  the  rooms  arranged,  on  either  side  of  a  centre  qiace^  ex' 
tending  through  the  building  lengthwise.  The  s|Nice  to  be  uztbrokeB 
from  the  floor  of  the  lower  story  to  the  arch  above  the  third.  The 
two  upper  stories  having  narrow  galleries  extending  two  and  a  half  feet 
fix)m  the  doors,  towards  the  centre,  leaving  an  unbroken  space  between 
the  opposite  galleries.  The  rooms  to  be  entered  from  these  galleries, 
through  doors,  in  each  of  which  is  a  glass  window.  Each  loom  to 
have  a  window  through  the  external  wall,  which,  together  with,  the 
large  windows  in  the  ends  of  the  building,  and  sky-lights,  wtU  naake 
the  whole  light  and  airy.  The  length  of  the  building,  the  width  of 
the  space  between  the  galleries,  and  the  size  of  the  iooms,--aa  these 
points  do  not  affect  the  principle  of  separation  and  supervisicm, — aie 
left  to  the  taste,  judgment  and  resources  of  the  proprietor*  Kooms, 
however,  8  feet  by  10,  freely  ventilated  from  the  centre,,  will  be  large 
enough.  The  tutors'  apartment  to  be  placed  on  the  lower  floor,  ift  the 
end  and  entrance  of  the  building. 

The  advantages  of  this  plan  of  building,  besides  >the  .great  advan* 
tages  of  sefmration  and  supervision,  are  economy  and  safe9  inrqgard 
.10^  warming  uid  lighting;  as  all  the  rooms  may  be  warmed,  throMgh  the 
wrea,  by  a  furnace  connected  with  it,  and  lighted  by  lamps,  susfiended 
from  the  centre  of  the  arch  ;  by  which  arrangement,  danger  from  £re, 
and  expense  would  be  greatly  diminished.  These  advantages,,  hovever, 
ace  secondary  ia  comparison  with  the  m^ral  effect 
«.  Here  a  youth,  if  he  is  disposed  to  study,  read,  and  reflect,  or  in  any 
way  iniprove  his  time,  without  interruption,  may  do  it ;  and  here  the 
idle,  profane  and  vicious  youth  is  effectually  prevented  fiDom  eorruptiag 
his  l^ws^  during  those  hours  of  darkness,,  in  which  there  is  the  great- 
est dsAger.  We  believe,  that  few  persons  are  fiilly  awaie  of  the 
effect  of  such  a*  building,  under  an  attentive  supervision,  in  producing 
prder«  spbiiety^  g^ntlenessi  docility,  a^  attention  to  diU| — to  aaj 
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imkIdo^  of  higii^  moral  and  relj^oufl  impreinioiiiB.  Thus  lUi  teipor^ 
taut  diYiaon  cJtime,  viz.  the  latter  hours  of  the  evenmg,  the  hours  of 
^  nigfaty  and  of  early  light,  are  secured  from  external  and  injtirioufl 
infioence  and  temptation,  by  the  construction  of  the  dprmitories. 

Another  division  of  time  is  into  hours  for  tecerring  food;  and  for 
dm  period  of  time  there  is  such  a  thing  as  eondtractLn  and  arrange* 
nent  adiqit^  to  morals.  The  form  of  the  room,  the  form  and  position 
of  tlie  tat^,  the  position  of  the  seats,  and  the  position  of  the  officer 
vfao  presides,  are  'worthy  of  particular  attention.  The  room  should  be 
krge,  hating  no  partitions  or  alcoves  to  intercept  th^  sight ;  and  narrow 
tdUes,  having  persons  seated  only  on  one  side  of  the  table,  are  found 
no9t  conducive  to  order,  in  a  common  haS,  where  a  largeHumber  of 
persons,  Whose  principles  and  habits  are  not  established,  assemble  to 
tike  th^  food.  The  reasons  of  this  are  obviotis:  narrow  tables  ad^ 
n»t  the  Attendants  to  pass,  on  the  side  wlkte  no  persons  are  seated, 
vitboot  passing  the  food  over  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  the  guests. 
Thas  the  provocation,  inconvenience  and'  d^ay  are  avoided,  which 
vise  from  looking  forst  over  one  shoulder  and  then  over  the  other,  to 
tad  the  waiter ;  of  getting  and  returning  the  dishes  after  he  is  found ; 
9t  of  having  the  fiiod  <!h^ped  tipon  the  persons  of  those  over  whose 
iKids  and  shoul^fers  it  must  be  passed. 

Again^— narrow  tables  are  the  best,  because  tbey  gtestiy  fOciUiate 
^  opemtions  of  the  waiters ;  and  much  of  the  ill-w91  in  common 
yis  arises  from  their  tardy  movements.  Besides,  the  narrow  tables 
cin  be  piaeed  in  successive  rows,  or  in  a  hollow  square,  so  as  to  admit 
of  a  more  perfect  supervision  iVom  the  eye  of  the  presiding  officer. 
To  oorre^iond  with  narrow  tables,  the  seats  should  be  dngle  and  per- 
ntnent,  which  prevents  the  jostling  on  benches,  or  the  inconvenience 
of  moving  them  afler  several  persons'  are  seated,  and  also  prevents  the 
Boise  and  ecmfusion  of  chairs.  Ti»' finish  tiie  arrangement  of  tables 
tad  seats  m  the  common  hall,  the  presiding  officer's  seat  and  Uble 
riioald  be  «t  the  end  of  the  hall,  a  little  elevaftsd,  9inA  manifosdy  fiicing 
te  other  tatiled;  Whdfher  to  secure  the  most  perfect  supervision  and 
easresi  control,  the  aeaits  at  thie  other'  tables  should  be  j^laced  on  the 
iid<  of  them  tdwards  the  pi^^ing  officer,  or  on  the  opposite  side, 
tnight  be  decided  by  experiment :  our  opinion  is,  that  they  should  be 
plaoed  on  the  side  towards  the  presiding  officer,  sO  as  to  ikce  the  opptV- 
oite  end  of  the  haB. 

The^  ^suggestions,  which  may  i>rove  conducive  to  order  In  lai^ 
iBfltetions,  in  that  division  of  time  Which  is  allotted  to  eating,  will 
WJt  he  deemed  unimportant  by  diose  who  have  witnessed  the  disor- 
der, dissatisfaction,  and  ill  manners,  itirhich  are  often  generated  in  a 
oommeki  ball. 

Another  division  of  time,  for  which  architecture  mtist  adapt  a  place, 
B  the  period  aflbtted  to  labor.  This,  at  present,  is  no  period  of  time 
^  an  ih  regard  to  many  public  institutions ;  but  the  time  is  approach- 
ng,  1^  believe,  when  it  will  not  to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  now,  be 
^Msoed  wise  and  proper  to  make  no  provision  whatever  for  the  useful 
appiicatkm  of  that  period  of  time,  which  must  necessarily  be  occupied 
m  giving  health  and  activity  to  the  body  by  some  form  of  bodily  e*er- 
GiaSk    Already  there  are  institutrans  springing  fip^  in  wliich^  the  time 
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and  strength  fonnerly  wasted  axe  to  be  usefully  emplayed.  In  the 
houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents ;  in  the  new  prisonS|  and 
alms-houses,  and  some  literary '  institutions,  tliere  are  not  only  hours, 
but  places,  for  labor.  In  other  institutions  of  .great  importance,  thexe 
^e  no  places,  or  no  proper  places,  for  labor,  ^nd  therefore  no  hours 
for  labor,  and  consequently  an  immense  expense  for  their  supports 
To  obviate  the  evil,  there  should  be  convenient  places  of  h&bor  pro* 
vided.  If  in  the  construction  of  buildings  for .  a  public  institution, 
there  are  no  such  places  provided,  there  will  1:>e  ordinarily  no  labor. 
In  the  alms-house  in  New  York,  for  instance,  where  hav^.  been  con* 
fined,  during  the  last  winter^  2400  souls,  there  is  no  adequate  provi^ou 
of  places  for  the  labor  of  such  a  population,  and  consequently  the  ex* 
pense  to  the  city  has  been,  during. the  year,  about  $100,000  for  the 
support  of  this  institution.  ^  If  in  the  same  institution  there  bad  been,, 
as  m  the  prison  at  Auburn,  several  thousand  feet  of  work-^h^ps,  of 
convenient  construction,  admitting  of  an  easy  supervision,  and  appro- 
priated exclusively  to  labor,  the  waste  strength  of  this  corrupt  and  cor- 
rupting popui  ^tion  might  greatly  diminish  the  expense  of  ita  support. 
It  is  obvious^  important,  therefore,  tha^  there  should  be  work-shops 
convenient,  appropriate,  and  abundant.  "^The  form  of  these  shopa^ 
perhaps,  cannot  be  more  convenient  and  econom.ical,  than .  those  in 
the  prison  at  Auburn,  which  are  one  story  buildings^ :  not  fi^cqucntly 
l>roken.by  partition  waJls  (for  this  intercepts  the  supervisk>n)  extcuulu^ 
around  the  premises  on  three  sides,  forming  ^  jboUow  square,  ana 
making  a  part  of  the  external  enclosure,  and  l^aying  the  intermediate 
iipace  between  the  principal  building,  and  tt)e  shc^s  perfectly  bf^  front 
all  obstables  to  tJie  most  free  and  easy  supervision.   ,    / 

Another  mode  of  "Wilding  work-shpps  would ,  te,  in  one,  stoiy  build- 
ings, on  tlie  radiating  plan.  Tike  the  arqhQs  between  the  dormitories  in 
tde  new  prison  in  Philadelphia,  which  would  admit  of  a  perfect  inspec- 
tion of  afl  persons  employed  in  them  from  the  centre,  .,  ,, 

Another  mode  still  would  be  circular  shops,  baying  rec^ssca  iSor 
Ikhor,  arranged  on  the  circumference,  admitting,  of  perfect  inpp^ctVuit 
from  the  centre,  while  the  laborers  face  the  circumference..  . 

Another  mode  still  is  a  larger  enclosur^,  covered  witK  a  ropf,  and 
unbroken  by  partitions.  In  all  the  abov^  plans,  of  building,, the  great 
object  is  to  preserve  the  spape  unbroken  by. partitions,  Which  intercept 
tlie  supervision,  and  make  hiding  places  ^r  idleness  and  mischieE 
,  We  have  thus  given  some  generaJ  rules  coneeming  architecture^  as 
adapted  to  morals,  ibr  three  periods  of  time,:  vi?.  the'  hours  of  retire^ 
ment,  hours  for  eating,  and  hours  fpr  labor.  There  remainsi  another 
period,  i.  e.  hours  for  instruction.  The  most  impprtant  of  these  arei 
those  of  the  morning  and  evening  devotions,  the  day  school  and  eve- 
ning school,  and  the  Sabbath.  For  the  first  and  Jatter  hours,  a  chapel 
seems  indispensable ;  though  there  are  many  public  institutions  in  this 
country,  where  there  is  none ;  and  where  there  is  no  chapel,  there  19 
ffeneraUy  found  little  or  nothing  which  would  adorn  one.  A  pure  and 
noly  religion  is  no  more  likely,  in  public  institutions,  than  elsewhere^, 
to  perform  its  morning  and  evening  devotions  in  kitchen^  work-shops, 
and  night  rooms.  In  genera],  therefore,  where  there  is  np.  chapel 
were  is  scarcely  the  form  of  religion.    There ,  ar6i  some  exceptions  to 
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^  rsmarit,  where  an  tinasual  zeal  has  carried  Christians  and  minis- 
ters into  work-sihops,  kitchens,  and  even  dungeons,  to  perform  their 
TOWS ;  httt  this  kind  of  religious  instruction  is  occasional,  irregular, 
and  inefficient,  and  is  no  better  in  a  public  institution,  in  producing 
lefbrmation,  than  in  the  new  country,  or  infant  colony.  The  moment 
the  desert  begins  to  blossom  as  the  rose,  a  convenient  pl€ice  for  public 
worship,  in  the  form  of  a  church,  chapel,  or  commodious  and  pleasant 
ipartment,  will  be  provided ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  in  the  order  of  time^ 
the  placid  of  worship  precedes  joy  and  gladness.  Why  it  should  have 
iKen  expeicted,  that  reformation  in  prisons  should  precede  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  or  why  so  many  should  be  found  despairing  of  refor- 
Bation,  while  j^ces  for  the  nse  of  these  means  in  many  extensive 
establiilhments  are  riot  thought  of,  in  the  construction,  is  not  very 
itrange,  while  the  general  laws  of  cause  and  effect  remain  in  opera- 
txm.  If  it  be  admitted,  that  there  should  be  chapds  or  places  of  wor* 
ship,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  in  this  age,  that  those  evils  in  construc- 
tion will  be  permitted  which  were  common  a  few  years  since,  in  places 
of  worship,  viz.  seats  in  which  the  hearers  shall  face  every  way,  and 
^Ncases  in  the '  body  of  the  house  and  in  sight  of  the  congrega- 
tion, on  which  the  noise  and  sight  of  persons  shall  disturb  the  whole 
congregation ;  nor  deep  galleries,  in  the  rear  of  which  shall  be  large 
Aqn^re  pews,  in  which  vicious  persons  may  be  concealed  in  their 
musements  fi-om  all  those  who  would  be  disposed  to  prevent  them. 
The  niodem  and  improved  style  of  building,  so  that  every  hearer  may 
see  the  speaker,  and  may  be  pleasantly  seated  facing  the  minister, 
Deeds  DO  arguments  to  show  its  importance.  It  needs  no  proof,  that 
<bere  is  a  close  connexion  in  chapels  between  morals  and  architec- 
ture ;  and  a  retrograde  movement,  here,  in  reference  to  architecture , 
u  conducive  to  morals,  would  be  as  painful,  as  an  advance  in  the  sci- 
ence would  be  pleasing,  in  all  extensive  establishments,  with  reference 
to  those  periods  of  time  allotted  to  other  purposes.  . 

The  only  other  point  on  which  we  propose  to  speak,  in  this  con- 
oexioo,  is  in  reference  to  architecture  as  adapted  to  the  period  of  tinio 
allotted  to  evening  and  day  schools,  either  or  both,  where  they  can  and 
ought  to  be  instructed.  The  Sabbath  school,  in  the  house  of  refuge 
in  New  York,  is  remarkable  for  its  order  and  prosperity,  in  part,  be- 
canse  fhere  is  a  convenient  place  for  teaching  it.  The  common 
school  in  the  aliAs-house  in  New  York  is  one  of  the  best  among  the 
ptiMie  schools  in  the  city,  partly  because  it  has  an  airy,  spacious  and 
healthy  school-room,  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children, 
on  the  Lancasterian  ^an.  In  the  house  of  industry,  also,  at  South 
^on,  there  is  a  very  good  school,  because  it  has  a  pleasant,  healthy, 
ivy  and  commodious  school-room.  In  the  house  of  refuge  in  Boston, 
the  building  was  not  designed  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  now  ap- 
P^ed,  and  therefore  tne  apartment  appropriated  to  the  inslruction  of 
the  Sabbath  is  used  as  a  school-room.  In  the  prisons  at  Charlestown^ 
Auburn,  and  Baltimore,  the  places  used  as  chapels  are  used  also  for 
|he  Sabbath  school.  There  are  no  evening  schools  in  either  of  these 
•pstitutions ;  nor  are  there  any  Sabbath  sc}k)o1s  in  a  very  large  propor^ 
(ion  of  the  prisons  and  'alms-houses  in  the  land  ;  nor  was  there  such 
prorision  made  in   their  construction  for  those  periods  of  time,  that 


teight  and^tight  tO'%i^'  kllbtted  tbms&iictioik/wlitcb^e, Interest  of 
^beiety,  lur  «^)l  as  d^  feeliiigft  of  lien^volittice/ required. '  Notfainc  can 
^hMtme.  thi»  ttiore  forcibly  thftii  a  f$higle  glathce  ilf  the  sohooT  m  the 
iJinfi^Ufi^  iir  thfe  ckyof  N^%r  Ybrk.  Here  \r^  Assembled  three 
iMiadMfd  atid  -AAy  i^lffldmi!;  uiv^r  ih^ic^r^  tod'^^ticdestMi]- Uusbuctioii 
df  one  Ma^eHer,  inth  ^6h  adsi^tulce  a^-  he  cidi'  boritb  frdfoi  itionitDrs, 
Uobtediir^VH -hnf6tig  <lie  childrki  of 'the  iJtns-hbtl^;  "Arniiie  o'clock 
fvefy  ol^nftttg';  they  idre  iii'th^h"  j^ace^,  in'a  <rdorti  kr  <!^tit^tnncteitf,  4a^ 
WiA  «0Afe'«d'&rftiAged  thftt^et^^^  of  thi^  mdtittide  of  6hiMren  mj 
be» flx6d<  tipon  H^e' teii^he^'nAiM  he><0|^fl»  tb^'i^fefio^l  by^eadhig  tlic 
tvM^ of  6M'.  '  With'thei^'i^dvknC^e^'br  cKyyrstim6d'oii,  th^o'clindreii 
#f'paupets,*dt  hn'expeti%e''0f4ib(M)t  93  c^ch;  ]^^' amiutfi;'fiif  toitioA, 
nmkie sAigMat^prbgrdiii  In* 4ifn(iU4edge;  and«<iexhim^a!!i' ^6bd  K]^lmeD6 
<if  •}nfpit)Wkeii« '  iii<  r^Adihg;  irtilihig>  <  aild '  aritWmetSc,  a^  tkii\  \Si  fMA 
tMong 'ebMrcM  ^  the-  sMife'  ag^  in  otftcf  Hehbdh;*  The  dnly  ob)eo 
tion  tii'iti  b,  tsM  fft''shd<i)d  pFfdve^'A  lK)uMy^<Mi'^atiperi«mt''bat  tbrs 
w«uW;  be'etttirtly-^Mho^edi'byprotidJtlg,  In-  etefy'^itjb  esttbfchtntent, 
liiipeea 'ef  ]alM>r  foMuiolhet  {Mfiiod  bf  ti»M,  «y  tMLt  "p&iipeili'  ti^rAh  be 
iMid0  tofMff'fbr'^Uck  pritifege^:  If  thid  #ere'  ddtie;  avarice  itself 
wbuld  nm  ^ithhddHhixtfove^ilim)  sbplei^diotiv^Ati^'beiVevoletot'  ^tieiition, 
Iriiicii  wotfldftfeAti^efitMJk^ttewiltii"'        "■>'■'    ■•  ''  '"•"•'  '"'  ' 

t  The>prti«tiii»aJ')appllQattoii>^f  %hift{ieit«n1tt^k^;  ih>t^gki^'ib'«e))doWooms 
of>pro)Mf  doiistyiioCkHi^'-isiiM)  ivDoilft'  ittii{Hkttfltitt]^  hdu^i^  bf 't^iilge;»n<i 
ito'chiidrim'oFih^  lMM>t<abiii'vietoU9,4hkm^«ty«lhil^H?n"ih'  ftctories  tuid 
other  est j^dlMe  estttblisMMefiitb;  Wh«#e  4t  4b '  tfe^it^bi^  (6  ^ive'  Ale  tf^ehtest 
ptotbieinArueicidii,.i«ik!hthiteaiK  (Alible  le)^^         ''  ''  '' 

>Iii'aH6fimilbr«iit«Ut«fifai«Ats,  other  tftidg^  beii^e^vMlv^^^ch  Ijepeads 
•to' the  •existeikcoi'fitedj!  'fofhi'^iid  iffWrigettYeihf!  of  «ic^  •8eltttol-ro<mi.-- 
There  bhoald'lie<a  liftlMftoUfCNMn  i^  fd^'i^^thMf^h'thi^  wHf  bb  fib  tohool, 
and  wkh  H'thiere  will  'bef  4 'Standing  m^ttietitty  of  fiM  for- wMcH  it  ^«» 
AHide)  eo  that  tnonthifi&dyeiAi^^Wiir  tU)t'b<»)]ikelV  1b'^lf<%W<^ 
afteoo^ition  of  tHe  pfincifier;  tfanta'p^riodiH^  tiitie^^holM  ^btfsd  apurt 
fttointtrueiioiii  (The  dOhooUtMm'i&ouid- be  liiSffleiefatly  odrnMoyioos to 
aditiit'  ai  tthcMie^iKi^o;  «feto<i^coiv«ito«lrttbtiOti>  '^^rttilattdlls  VoJ^ 
Mpve  thehealthr  and 'ibr  audh -eMhibliiditieBtts  theti^iVMiA  bfc  litfi^ doa^ 
tlmtitflbobldbe'BivngBd^niiwliAiioiM^Htfa^  "^^*  '- 

H'iTba^  ittaptMsafi  thiilthw  Scbiety  i^w^-flhe  Cbtltt^ieib'  bi<tWe^  ttAii* 
tetim  «nd<  ihoraH  in  reftvenen  i^^fottr  pi^ridiis'of^tiilJe.  WhieK  dttgbtto' 
iaofaidenmfiy  the  wholes  ii  o/'iheifeHod^'M  Y«tii[«Mm,  t)«e  ^od  fer 
eatini^, ihe  period  forkbor/  and the^poriod  tbt  kidtttoei^i  t  -  ' 
-!  Whether  : any  good  will  PeBalt^fronn  tliS«  ^ieir  ttf  ithe'  ooiiifitti^  ^' 
tmrl3eB:'arthiteotiire  and  monis^ 'timet  will,  shovr;^  Jf 'ft  vhall  be*  16^ 
ijBoane  of -leouriiig  for  large  e9td>liabnieiiia,  ^«rat^  delimiHoMrled;  ^ 
milting  of .  easy  superrimon,  orderly  und  tiot '  pemtfeiotts '  •eoHtanbtt  hall«, 
daetenaiYB  and  urell  arranged  work^dltops,  lauitftble 'chiq^l»  aiid  0choo(« 
iD^ms,  we  shall  see^  in  tile  porogrois  ofia^;  wlieiher^itl'ttiisfWtieQltf 
oar  labotf  is  in  Tiiin*  ■    ,  -i   i   i      .i   -  -i  •  > 

This  Society  shows  the  vaiue  of  kAor,  not  only  as  m'fiStdmif  ^ 
ptHt  taf  4tf.  an>  aflnKayy  of  vlr/«fi!4^Tfa0'o»d«itf\p^isOhs/tb  «  ^«st 
^actMst,  ihiwaghottt.ths'. United  States; «ne  Kdr  (plitoiB^or  kkkrr  unA^ 
tha^^si»ODg.ollwr>i]eawnw,jn  piaee»cf'€j((rotiitet  :philf|eai^n'^t«^ 
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tog^li^^,  pro&ne  sweviog,  8abbath*>breakiJig,  ^d  other  namelesB 
offence  In  the  reformed  prisons^  where  labor  ha»  been  eystematioally 
moduced,  and  iodustriously.  prosecuted,  under  a  vigilant  infipection, 
a  ract  amount  of  moral  eFil  has  been  prevented.  This  is  delightfullj 
IDustrated  in  the  prisons  «^  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  aJid  Wathersfi^,  and 
at  the  ho|)se9  of  refuge  in  JSoston,  New  York,  ^d  Philadelphia* 
Eren  m  the  same  prison  where  some  of  tho  ^nen  have  been  furnish^ 
with  labor^  and  others  not,  it  is  the  t^timooy  of  the  .officersj  that  they 
can  prevent  evil  more  easily  among  one  hundiied  men  who  arebusily 
eoaployed,  than  between  on^  ;tenth  p^rt  of  that,  number,  who  hav4 
QoUiing  to  do.  Thi^  gieneral  remark  is  applicable  t<v  coUegAs^  aead^ 
mie^,  and  schools,  and.  is  one;<^  the  great  reasons  of  the  profii^gaofi 
which  is  found  in^theo^i  and  shows  the  ne^d  of.  reform  in  them,  «« 
ouch  as  similar  evils  show  the  need  of  reform  in  ttm  old  pf^iteiH 
tiaries.  This  snbject.  wquld  he  less  important,  if  fewer  parents  w«ie 
caM  annually  to  mourn  over  th&'vt  children'^  loss  of  charaoter*  at 
piihjic  schools;  and  this,  fpr  one  among  other  r^asons^  that, they: are 
m  fiirnizihed  with  .places,  materials,  ^nd  hoars  for.  labor.  We  )mi 
Aerefere,  as  liarbingers  of  a  bettar  day,  all  those  institutions,  of  wlhflil* 
eier aaine,  in  whicb:it isillfi^trated,  by  actual  enp^riment,  how.cotido* 
cire  productive  labor  is  to  virtue.  And  we  believe  that  the  time  is  mk 
teaat,  w]|^.tpim;much. greater  extent  than  at. present^, instiiutiona  of 
ill  kinds  intended  .to  reform,  men  or..pfepAite  tha  rising  generation  for 
uefahijess,  will  provide  places,,  materials,  awi  houie  fi>r  lahqr  as  a  pan 
ofthe  ajrstfsQi'  To  some  extent,  thia  is  alfea4y  done*  In  Maine,  /the 
Institauon  at  Watervijle^  .and  the  Qardinet  hycema,  if  we  are  correctly 
ioformedMlCf^^ine  labor  and  insurnotion.  Jn  JMaesaohusetts,  tht  Theo- 
logical Semiv^y  at  Andover  has  a  m>Bt  .i^fuli  workshop,  in  whick 
^wL  seventy-five  s^euts  are  kaid  at  work  certain  liottrs  of  trneity 
(fall  and  pother  ^hpp  is  now  building,  ia  which  the* students  oomieot* 
ad  with  ?hii^p9.  Academy  may  appro^^iake  certain  hours  to  labor,  an/d 
thus  in.^part ,  or.  wholly  support  themlielves* .  M  Wobuin,  Monson, 
South  Df^l^y^  and  Stockbsid^^  MassaobusetUi,  if  it  is*  not  already 
^e^itjs:ia  CQiMs^QOHdationrto-ceinbinetlal^  with  instruolioin  in  tJie 
^Hdi^ini^  i  iu  Qofu^efiticui^  at.  Windsor  is  a  afthool  on  the  same  priDi- 
^e;  in  Hartford;  at*  ithe  doif  and  dumb  asylumittoe  .work^ahops;  ant 
ifl  Yale^iC^fg^,  js,  hirge.  wooA-houae  has  bee&  built^  in  which  students 
^im^ymA*  iR.New  Yofk^  at  Whitesbovo^j  and  in  Viirginia  and 
V^!U»s^,  :We  fttarvy  ■  institutions  in  which  prodnetive- kbor  is  oomf- 
i>ioed  with  instriu^iein ;  end  we  ki^oW'  not  why  boifily  exercise,  in  tfab 
^  f^  p«^uetive  lahor^  should  not  be  as  eonduci^e  to  virtue. in  aead- 
«Qva,|nd  ^ollf^en,  as  in  pvisens  and  houses  of  refiigew  From  the 
B^erino^vua  already  made  in  both  classes  of  insdtntions,  it  appears^ 
^  labor  sbwldna  mere  be  neglected  where  the  impvovement  of  the 
JBBiMi.  is  tbei.pf ifiaaiy  object,  than,  the  impretvement  of  the  mind  should' 
T  B^i^f^Qted  where  labor  and  restraint  are  the  prtmary  object,  fo 
either  case,  it  is  seen  that  labor  is  not  only  a  means  of  support,  but  aB 
^Blis^.«£wt«e.v^^  ,«,....  ^ 

Xm  S!f>ci«li^  fy^rwi9h0i  inatmctwt  faeU  w  immutic  e<WROiity.-*In 
M  kwaeiaf  Jteftraaation  ior  juvenile  deUaquenls,  at  flovlh  Boeleii, 
^  ^gya^.h^ef^itttifnd  they  afifiear  very  well  whan  dressed  in  it)  eopls, 

F 


396  PRISON   DT^CrPLINB   MDOXY.  02 

besides  the  making,  which  they  do  theniBelves,  snd  not  inclttdixigtbe 
shoes,  ninety-^ht  cents.  This  suit  consists  of  a  blue  jacket  and 
light  duck  pantaloons,  a  blue  cap,  and  a  white  shirt.  Here  then  is  a 
fiict  for  mothers  to  look  at ;  for  we  testify,  that  there  ai*e  no  children 
more  neatly  clad  than  these  boys,  at  an  expense  of  mnety'eight  cmis. 

Again — ^the  earnings  of  a  considerable  number  of  these  boys  are 
equal  to  the  expense  for  their  clothing  and  food.  Suppose  the  food  to 
cost  six  cents  per  day,  which  i%  above  the  actual  expense;  and  the 
clothing  three  cents  per  day,  which  would  give  them  three  suits  per 
year,  and  three  pair  of  shoes ;  then  the  expense  of  these  items  would 
be  nine  cents  per  day;  while  a  considerable  namber  of  them  ears, 
during  the  hours  of  labor  only,  ten  cents  per  day.  Here  it  should  be 
remembered,  that  besides  the  hours  for  labor,  there  are  hours  for  re- 
freshment, and  hours  for  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  hours  for 
going  to  school.  Does  this  fkct,  or  does  it  not,  afibrd  instructioo  for 
large  families,  which  find  it  difficult  to  gain  subsistence ;  for  boarding 
schools  apd  academies,  where  parents^  resources  are  exhausted  to  edor 
cate  their  children  in  idleness,  when  they  might  be  better  educated 
and  earn  their  food  and  clothing,  if  proper  care  was  taken  toj^oride, 
in  connexion  with  such  institutions,  places  and  boors  and  materials  for 
labor  t  Does  the  fact  above  stated  afford  any  iostructicm  forcdi^ 
and  theological  seminaries,  where  such  inveterate  habits  of  bodily  in- 
action are  often  formed,  as  to  induce  dispepsy  in  alf  its  direful  fonss, 
which  causes  frequent  and  premature  death  ;  and  if  the  subjects  live,  ren- 
ders them  comparatively  useless  members  of  society  ?  ,  In  asking  these 
questions,  we  are  not  beating  the  air;  we  are  reasoning  from  iacts; 
and  we  are  happy  in  being  supported  in  our  general  views,  not  only  of 
the  economy,  but  of  the  importance,  in  every  point  of  view,  of  produc- 
tive labor,  as  a  part  of  a  good  i^ystem  of  eihication,  by  an  institution, 
whose  young  men  earned,  in  various  stages  of  education,  dttriag  the 

,  last  year,  more  than  eight  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  soni,  more  tbao 
five  thousand  dollars  were  earned  by  Uw^  tabor  of  those  'inembersof 
the  institution,  who  are  connected  with  diifevent  cckUeges.  Jtf  the  itms 
of  poverty  are  to  be  thus  educated,  while  the  sons  of  affluence  *and 
competency  are  to  be  educated  in  lounging'  and  idleneas^  the  first  will 
soon  become  last,  and  the  last  first. 
Again,—- ^the  whole  expense  for  llvs  subsistence' of  the  prisoners  at 

.  Wethersfield,  including'' food,  clothing,  't)eddMig,  medical  tttentoce, 
instruction  and  pay  of  the  officers,  is  thirteen  cents  vnd  felur  mills  p^ 
day,  while  one  hundred  and  forty  boys  in  tbe  house  of  velbge  in  ifew 
York,  from  the  age  of  six  to  nineteen  years,  earn,  en  contrdct,.twehs 
and  a  half  cents  per  day. 

Once  more, — ^the  food  of  the  prisoners,  in  the  Conoecliout  prisixi, 
costs  $15,52  per  year  each,  or  twenty-nine  cents  and  eight  mills  per 
week,  or  four  cents  and  two  mills  per  day.  With  tins  fo(^,  eonsisting 
of  good  bread,  good  beef  and  pork,  good  potatoes,  and  good  water,  aad 
enough  of  it,  the  convicts  are  healthy.  There  is  littie  er  no  use  for 
the  hospital,  and  there  has  not  been  a  death  in  eig hteen  mesllis ;  aad 
the  labor  of  the  prisoners  is  productii^  of  a  large  isGOBie  tb  te  Stite, 
dbeve  every  expense  for  the  support  of  the  iMStimtioB. 

There  is  one  other  ^ot  only,  whidi  we  j^-opose  to  menlien,  in  tiw 
connexion.    The  cooking  fbr  five  hundred  men  is  done  in  the  prison, 
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ifSiB^Siiif,  with  eightj  poiNnd*  of  coal  pei?  daj*  This  is  dqne  with 
great  simpliehyy  by  an  apparatus  made  at  the  prison,  ^d  sold  for  ond 
hondred  doUars,  whieh^  it  is  believed,  will  save  at  least  one  half  the  ex- 
pense for  fuel,  in  keg e  establishments.  • 

Tliese  ftets  ooncemiag  the  expense  of  clothing,  and  proceeds  of 
hbor  at  South  Boston  ;  the  expense  of  cooking  at  Sing  Sing ;  and  the 
expense  of  supporting  men  at  Wethersfiel^,  compared  with  the  earnin|pi 
of  boys  in  New  Yark,->-we  have  thought  inportaot  and  worthy  of  dis- 
tinct oonsidefatioik 

It  is  to  be*  hoped  that  many  fiifnilies,  institutions,  and  individuals,  will 
fesrn  impottaiit  kesons  from  these  facts,  which  are  the  results  of 
innhiaUe'eiKperimeiita  on  man* 

This  Satiety  shtnM  the  importance  of  unceasing  vigilance  in  govern- 
aenfv-^In  the  boose  of  reformation  at  South  Boston,  before  the  boys 
were  subject  to  imceasoig  vigilance,  there  were  frequent  escapes,  which 
indicated'  ft  habit  of  discontent,  and .  unwilling  submission  \  there  was 
besides  bat  little  mdnstry,  in  the  shop  or  school-room ;  few  cases  of 
lefarmation^  andgenfarally  a  state  of  things  affording UtUe  satisfaction 
to  the  di^eetom-  oir  friends  of  the  institution.  Also,  in  the  state  prison 
tt  Charlestiiwn,  wMe  there  were  numerous  apartments,  in  the  old 
Mok  bttUdingy.fieHioved.from  vigilant  and  unce^i^g  insp^tion^  and 
while  AeoffiMtt*  Were  9oi  fouod  in  their  places,  exercising  unceasing 
vigilance,  there  nvaa 'little. oc  nothing  like,  a  salutary  discipline.  In  the 
Mne  of  oenedieii  in  Leverell'Street,  too,  ^mang  the  females^  until 
the  tMUen  «(as  ^htoeil  4here,<al^  began  to  exercise  a  constant,  inspec- 
to,  Ifatre.  waeno  eontral;  \mi  aa  soon  as  t)>e  inmates  took  their 
phfla  uader-  the  eye<'Qf  tke  Mmfaw^  knowing  that  she.  would  be  always 
is  ber  plaoe^.  aoA  d»y  shedd  be  aiwl^s,  undeif  her  eye,  the  improve- 
neot  was<niaBifeBt  <  A*d  ait  Nevrgate|,.CQa9e^c,ilty  a^  tl^ere  was  litpe 
tigilaMb,.tiwre  .vifw  iks*  order;  whMe  at  the  new  prison,  in  Wetheire- 
Md)  m  Mgard-lo*  te  offieerSitlM  well  .as  tbip  convicts,  there  is  a  place 
ibrtrtiMimui^.Aiid  every  »Rin/in  bia  place.and  they  are  all  kept. in 
1^  inaces^  and  ,at<  tMr  bu^iii^^fl^  by  unceiiaing,  vigilance.  In  die 
pnKMisat  Sing,  fiiag  .and  lAnbumi  whue^evec  ap  overseer  leaves  his 
pitcS)  cata -iba.  a  >fefeir.mi&ttlea,.he  calls  another  to  take  it,  so  that  the 
mpervision  may  be  uninterrupted*  To  all  this  vigilance,  and  (he 
MMfiis  of  k,'  tbsre  is  a  etiiking  contrast,  in  some  of  the  penitentiaries, 
^ miiiecotnitQr  p(iflOB»  generally.  In  the  county  prisons,  to  a  :i^ 
extent,  ithe  heepev'  majr  be  a  farmer,  a  deputy  sheriff)  a  tavern  keeper, 
fft  ahnoBt  any  thing  .elae^  which  requires  his  absence,  except,  perhaps, 
^Q:  he.  tome  tl»  .key*  The  consequence  is,  profane  swearing, 
gambling,  Sabbath  breaking, universal  disorder  and  idleness;  and  it 
KtiQd  not  yet  (b  have  beeri  thought^  that  vigilance  is  necessary  in 
cwaty  ptiBDnsL  So  long  as  it  is  supposed  that  any  class  of  prisons 
^  be  propeiiy  manHged  without  Unceasing  vigilance,  so  long  they 
^  remain  nnraeriea  of  vice.  This  brings  into  view  a  principle  of 
^  extansive  application  to  families,  schools,  academies,  colleges, 
iaciaiiea^.nieQlnivos'  flhe|>8;  ,i.,e..the  impprtance  of  unceasing  vigilance. 
t^thtrefore^  tUa  so^ety  does  in*  any  degree  magnify  the  importance 
of  unceasing  vigilance  ,.in  gievernmep^  it  will  be  useful  in  this  respt^ct. 
That'leeNDB  nevev^o  be  forgotten  ajoe  taught  on  this  subject  in  the 
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prisons  a(  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wether^eld,  and  m  the  bouses  of 
refuge  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  is  certain. 

TkU  Society  shmts  the  impmianee  af  fnoMy  government, — AjDOBg 
the  causes  of  crime,  the  neglect  of  fiiinily  govenunent  stands  next  to 
intemperance :  it  is,  in  fact,  not  unfrequently  the  cause  of  intemper- 
ance. Youth,  when  unrestrained  and  neglected  by  their  parents, 
"find  their  way  to  the  tavern  and  the  grogshop;  and  others,  whose 
parents  have  attempted  uosnccessiuUy  to  govern  them,  have  not  be^ 
come  abandoned  to  vice,  till  they  forsook  their  fiither's  house.  It  is 
the  confession  of. many  convicts  from  the  prisons  at  Auburn  aini 
Wethersfield,  that  the  course  of  vice,  which  brought  them  to  the 
prison,  commenced  in  disobedience  to  their  parents,  or  in  their  parents' 
ne^ect  And  it  iias  already  been  stated}  thai  about  00,  which  is 
dne  third  of  the  whole  number  of  the  youth  who  hare  been  copimittedto 
the  house  of  reformation  at  South  fiostoa,  were  comnutted  for  being 
stubborn  and  disobedient  And  ambng  old  ceovicts,  £»"  the  higher 
crimes,  especially  those  which  were  the  ofispring  of  unrestrained  and 
sudden  passion,  there  is  evidence  from  prisons,  that  they  who  has? 
been  guiky  of  such  ciimes,  were  never  subject  to  fiunily  government 
And  there  is  farther  evidence^  in  a  few  cases,  where  parents  and 
children  have  been  found  ti^ether  in  the  same  prison,  that  the  Other's 
liouse  was  a  place  of  entire  discord,  in  regard  to  «very  thing  good, 
and  of  harmony,  only,  in  devising  and  executing  mischief:  and  in 
one  instance^  at  least,  a  ^n,  who  made  sport  on  his  way  frotn  the 
prison  to  the  gallows,  where  he  was  soon  to  lose  his  life,  traced  liU 
dreadful  end  to  the  instructions-of  his  mother.  Let  parents  then  gorem 
their  children,  and  children  obey  theif  parents,  in  ihat  whieh  is  right 

This. Society  promotes  temperance. — ^The  fiicts  disclosed  from  the 
interior  of  prisons  concerning  the  consequences  of  intemperance  are 
among  the  strongest  arguments  in  Ikvor  of  temperanfce.  'httfae  boiise 
of  correction,  in  Boston,  the  recbrds  show,  among  the  tn^n,  besides 
very  many  Committed  a  second  time,  two  committed ' 'thiree  dmes;  sit 
committed  four  times ;  hiii  cotAihitte^  iivo  times ;  i^f^  cdtittAttted  sit 
times;  one  tiotowikted  sett^n  titties;  ahd  one  comrttittbd  eifeht  tiines, 
&r  A-unkenhess.  '  Among;  the  fenlilei,  besi<ted  man^  fcbmitfitted  f#i«^j 
three  committed  three  tilings;  two  Cothmitted  fodr  tibies|  on*  <xm- 
'mitted  live  tittt^^',  six!  dottimitt^  a^  tirfiies;  tiH  one  tottinffitted'  ^vea 
times,  for  drtiiikenness.  Of 'tfiese,  in  sixty  ^s^sj  'l!he  sWb^cts  had 
been  disbharged  more  than  bbe  month,  and  le^  lihtin  one  year,  before 
they  wer^  again  arrested  and  committed  to  pri^Of^;  sixteetfltad  ixHi 
discharg'ed'  more  thali  five  da}^,  and  lesJs  than  btie  month,  beffore  thn 
'were  again  arrested  Jsmd  committed  to  {Prison;  thre^  had  been  dis- 
charged but  five  drfys;  three  but  fbur  days;  one  but  ttofee  days;  t«e 
but  two  (Jays;  and  three' but  one  dily,  befcre  thfey  We^e  again  arrested 
hnd  committed  to  prison. 

■'•  The  time  lost  in  prison,  in  th^  cases  fcbove  inentioned,  vf^  About 
fhirty-two  years.  And 'the  expense  of  miippotting  these  twenty^ight 
'  d^iihiards,  it  $S  per  week,  ^  th^  time  m^titiofeed  •  ^^390  " 
"  'Thiir  is  a  Jitmted  Vieiv,  'to  exhibited  bti  tht  Wcortte  of  oneOf  oi» 
>ri*)ns,6r'!heev^lJrof  inteWipferhindeX'  Th«re  is  attbther  vifew,  not  left 
'  appalliug,  cbujberhi&g  th^  prababi^  fiubb^  Of  oa^6^  ^f  imprfeonmeftt 
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for  debt,  and  the  probable  expense  attending  these  cases^  principally  in 
consequence  of  the  same  vice. 


of  penont  impiiftoned  for  debt,  aB^nallji  in  the  Unittd 
Btstet,  in  con8e<}aeDce,  principally,  of  the  intem|»er&tB  use  of 

anient  tpirits, 50,000 

Costs  of  process  in  50^000  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,    .                .  ^250,000 

Eipeeaesofcourt  for  the  seme  number  of  o«s88,  950|000 

Iioss  of  time  ick  prison,  at  CO  cts.  per  day,  of  00,000^  for  15  dajs  each, .  .  450,000 

Board  of  the  same  number, 250,000 

Turnkey,  notifyinj?  creditor,  administering  oath,  dec.            .        .  125,000 

Derangement  of  affairs  as  much  as  the  loss  of  time,     ....  450,0^ 


tmff 


$1,775,000 

Again — the  evik  of  intemperanoe  are  seen  from  the  interior  of 
prnons  among  criminals,  not  less  than  among  debtors.  The  probable 
nimber  of  criminals  annually  committed  to  prison,  in  the  United 
States,  is  alxmt  125,000 ;  and  the  proportion  of  these  committed  in 
ooDseqtience,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  intemperance,  does  not  appear 
inmi  the  most  authentic  documents  to  be  less  than  three  fourths  of  the 
whole  nnmber.     The  following  statement  may  then  be  made : 

Cnnoinals  committed  to  prison  during  a  single  ye&ri  in  the  United 
States  in  consequence,  directly  or  indirecify,  of  intemperance, 
tb£etibufthaofl25/)00, 03»7^ 

Ctets  of  jiroceas  in  93,750  cases,  at  $5  each;                                         .  $468,759 
I/M  of  time  in  prison  of  03,750,  at  CO  cents  per  day,  for  30  days 

each, l,667j5C|0 

iotidof08,750for30days,  at$l,  25per  veek,  504^ 

Carts  ofoourt,  juries,  &0.  in  93,750  coseSi l,p00,0Q0 

$3,660,789 

Such  results  rendered  only  probable,  as  the  consequence  of  intem- 
perance, may  produce  some  effect  by  way  of  restraint.  A  Society, 
then,,  which  kc^ps  it  constantly  in  view  to  trace  the  connexion  between 
itttemperance  and  crime,  is  useful  in  promoting  temperance. 

TA/s  Societyi  pr4fm^tes  the  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath, — It  is 
^mated  that  the  number  of  persons  in  prison  at  a  given  time,  in  the 
I'oitcd.^tates^  ^s^  IvQ^OOQ.  It  is  not  a. matter  of  small  moment  whether 
the  prisons^  in  .M^hioh  10,000  persons  are  constandy  confined,  shall  he 
w  CQBstnicted  a^d  managed,  a^  that  the  Sabbath  shall  be  properly  o^ 
<erv«d. .  Ip  this  reject  there  is  a  vast  dilfer,ence  between  the  prisons 
It  Auharn;,  Wethera&eld^  and  Sing  Sing,  and  many  other  state  prison^ ; 
*Qd  between  them  and  the  county  jails  g^nferally.  Silenibe,  order,  re- 
ligious ins^ction  in  the  Sabbath  school,  public. worship,  and  private 
tdmonitipn,  3yinpathy  and  advice,  and  reading  the  Bible  diUgently, — are 
charactenstic  of  the  first  mentioned  prisons  on  the  Sablmth.  Gam- 
bling, profane  swearing,  unrestrained  communication  of  evil,  are  char- 
ictcrislic  of  several  penitentiaries,  and  of  almost  all  county  prisons,  on 
the  Sabbath.  If  it  were  oi^y  the  difibrence  in  the  effect  of  t^ese  in- 
stitutions, in  D^gard  to  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  on  tlie  10,0(K) 
persons  .comstaiatly  in  prison,  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of^mail  mo- 
oaent;  but  it  ia  to  b^  considered,  that  the  nnmber  of  persons  coDji- 
ttitted  ta  pijson  iiLthe.Upiied  States^aod  lenvixig  .there  to  go  abroad 
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in  society,  to  exert  an  influence  upon  others,  in  the  lapse  of  a  flingle 
/ear,  does  not  greatly  vary  from  '200,000 :  whether  this  vast  muTti- 
•ude  have  been  confined  in  prisons  where  the  Sabbath  was  observed  or 
profaned,  is  a  matter  of  still  greater  mpment. 

This  Society  shows  the  value  of  solitude. — Tlie  remarks  and  (icts 
stated  in  former  Reports,  in  regard  to  the  impcfftance  of  solitary  con- 
finement at  night,  and  in  this  Report  showing  the  coDnexion  between 
architecture  and  morals,  are  mostly  illustrative  of  the  value  of  solitude. 
Whether  the  principle  is  applicable  to  other  members  of  the  human 
family  to  the  same  degree,  or  not,  it  is  now  admitted  as  an  tiuom,  tiiat 
little  or  nothing  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  human 
fiimily  which  is  found  in  prison,  witliout  a  time  and  a  place  for  soli- 
tude ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise,  how  great  is  the  value  of 
solitude  to  this  class  of  persons.  Many  are  constrained  to  acknowl- 
edge, on  visiting  tlie  prisons  at  Auburn,  Wcthersfield,  and  Sing  Sing, 
and  the  house  of  refuge  in  New  York,  that  they  never  before  con- 
ceived what  effects  would  be  produced  on  the  hearts  of  vicious  persoos 
by  being  silent  and  alone  at  night.  And  if  there  were  no  other  result 
from  these  admirable  institutions,  than  u  deeper  impression  upon  the 
public  mind  of  the  value  of  solitude,  in  ptoducis^,  in  the  nunds  of 
persons  disposed  to  evil,  reflection  on  the  past,  remofse  -for  sin,  reso- 
lutions of  living  a  better  life,  and  a  disposition  to  read  the  Bible,  aad 
lo  hearken  to  good  advice,  they  would  be  of  great  use  to  the  world. 
An  intelligent  convict  at  Wethersiield,  who  came  there  ftooQ  the  old 
prison  at  Newgate,  was  asked  by  a  citizen  Iww  he  liked  4he  new 
prison  ?  when  a  conversation  in  substance  as  follows  took  place  :— 
Convict  I  do  not  know.  Citizen.  Is  not  the  fi)od  better  1  Cenvict 
Yes.  Citizen.  Is  not  the  clothing  better  J  Convict,  Yea.  Citixxn, 
Is  not  the  lodging  better  ?  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen,  Are  not  tlie  ofi- 
cers  better  t  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen,  Why  then  is  it  not  aU  better? 
Convict.  You  do  not  understand  it.  There,  by  day  and  by  nigbt,  it 
was  hale  fellows  well  met ;  and  here,  the  last  tiling  at  night  is  prayer, 
then  retirement,  where  we  sec  no  one  and  speak  to  no  one  duriiig  the 
evening;  then  go  to  bed,  but  cannot  go  to  sleep;  \mi  ihink^  think 
If  we  get  to  sleep,  and  awake  in  the  night,  we  see  no  one,  aad  hear 
no  one ;  but  think,  tjiink.  When  the  morning  comes,  wd  we  ^ 
out,  the  first  thing  is  prajrer.  We  see  our  fcllowH,  but  say  nothing ; 
and  at  night,  again,  after  prayer,  wc  go  alone,  ;^nd  THINK>  THIiNK. 
This  is  tne  difference. 

This  Society  shows  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  of  iwofe.— No  other 
book,  nor  all  other  b(x>ks  together,  could  supply  the  place  of  the  Bible, 
in  prison.  When  this  is  the  only  book  with  which  prisooers  are  sup- 
plied, they  read  it  often  and  mucli ;  become  very  curiouB  to  unde^ 
stand  its  meaning ;  select  .pungent  passages,  and  turn  down  the  leaves 
where  they  arc ;  and  in  a  few  months  gaija  a.  valuable  knowledge  of  the 
seriptuTOs.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 
ill  the  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  with  no  other,  book  but  tb«  Bible,  learned 
to  read  it"  in  four  or  five  week^ ;  aftprv^ajT^i^  l^^caow  greatly  interested 
in  cotnmittm^  the'  scriptures  to  men^prya  and  ia.  a  few  iCaaes  gave 
widen6e  tMt  U^  effect  was  pot  lost,  on  their  oon«|cifUicea  and  heart* 
I^tfalepHs(!^hs  at.  Auburn  ai^d  Sing  Sing,  .w;herQ  aboui  eltiTeahiuidiea 
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prisoners  are  confined,  in  as  many  separate  cells,  «t  nighty  they  are 
8U[]pIied  by  a  law  of  the  State  with  eleven  hundred  Bibles,  or  as  many 
Bibles  as  there  ar6  prisoners.     In  the  prison  at  Wethersfield,  also, 
each  convict   is   supplied    with   a    BlWe,  by  the    Connecticut  Bible 
Society;  and  in  th««e  prisons,  nothing  has  been  more  surprising  and 
delightlbl  than  the  attention  which  has  been  givt^n  to  the  word  of  God. 
In  the  CoDneeticut  prison,  in  one  instance,  a  citizen  was  curious  to 
know,  what  proportion  of  the  convicts  would  be  found,  at  a  given 
time,  reading  the  Bible.     He  entered  the  prison,  afler  the  prisoners 
were  locked  ap  at  night,  and  passed  around  the  block,  and  looked 
into  the  solitary  cell^,  through  the  grates,'  upon  thirty-six  prisoners. 
They  were  all  engaged,  without  one  exception,  and  each,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  others,  in  reading  the  Bible ;  and  not  only  so,  they 
had  set  their  supper  down  upon  the  floor  of  their,  cells,  to  remain 
there  tUI  they  had  improved  all  the  time  before  dark,  in  reading  the 
Bible— Hhus  prefferrhig  the  word  of  God  to  their  necessary  food.     ^ 
amilar  interest  in  reading  the  scriptures  is  manifested  at  Auburn, 
whfre  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  convicts,  as  they  are  passed  on 
the  Sabbath,  at  their  cell  doors,  are  found  reading  the  scriptures. — 
How  far  the  umisaat  interest  manifested  in  reading  the  scriptures  in 
priaons  covifttrnSted  and  managed  on  the  principles  of  thgse  at  Auburn, 
Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  is  promoted  by  the  opportunities  for  soli- 
tude, which  ar«  fbmished,  and  the  deprivation  of   other  books,  to 
which  they  are  subject,  we  cannot  telj ;  but  one  thing  i^  certain,  in 
tbese  ch-ciimstanises,  there  is  no  book  like  the  Bible  :  none  like  it  in 
its  history,  which  ts  read  with  the  greatest  eagerness  in  prison  ;  none 
kke  it 'in  its  poetry,  ibr  there  are  many  minds  in  prison  .wl^ich  ca,n 
see  its  beauty  in  tWi  i*espect :  none  like  it  in  its  sanctions,  which  are 
awful  to  the  mind  in  the>solhude  of  a  prison :  none  like  it  in  its  invita- 
tions and  proitiises,  which  arc  as  the  balm  of  Gilead  to  tho  woundej 
^irit  in  prison  :  none  like  it  in  its  miracles.     No  other  book,  nor  aU 
othcf  books  together,  couM  supply  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  prison* 
And  the  time  which  is' spent  in  reading  it,  and  the  rapidity  .with  which 
a  ritht  anders^nding  of  Its  meaning  is  acquired,  and  the  gratitudf 
*hicb  m  manifested,  in  many  cases,  fpr  its  consolations,  and  the  ro» 
*niims  Imposed  by»it»  sanctions,  and, the  hope  and  astonishment  excited 
bj  its  promised  dnd  miracles,  while  it  speaks  vglumiJS  in  favor  of  the 
Dcx  |)rlsbn8  whercf  the  Bib!e  is  so  mtich  used,  and  the  system  is  so  we|l 
calculated  to  increase  its  use,  affords  instructive  jpssons  concerning  ,the 
'•luo  of ''the  Bible,  wherever  it  is  a  neglected  book.    , 

This  Society  shows  iht  value^  of  Sabbath  schools, — It  shows  the. 
»«l»e  of  Sabbaih  schools  '  in  prison^  and  in  preventing  crinie^. 
Sabbath  schools  have  been  organized  at  the  prisons  in^Concord^ 
^'  H.,  Oharlestown,  Mass.,  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Grccn\yich,  Black*. 
•8ll'a  hiand,  and  -Attburn,  N.  Y.,  At  ihb  nouses  of  rejuge  in  Bosr, 
^,  New  York,  and  Philad^phia,  and  at  (he  old  cpurity  prison  ox\ 
Walnut  street;  Philadelphia,  whtetie  the  fclftct  of  them  ha^  Jbeqp  m^i-, 
^  m  promoting  tfce  sanct?fibatioh  of  the  Sabbath j'  the  study  of  (he; 
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about  885,  and  the  number  of  teachers  about  60l     The  effect  of  these 
Sabbath  schools  in  promoting  the  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  ia 
not  only  seen  while  the  convicts  are  under  instructien,  but  in  their 
conduct  as  scholars,  and  in  their  influence  over  others  duiing  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day ;  and  in  most  usefully  occupying  the  time  of  the 
officers  and  teachers  concerned  in  their  government  and  instruction. 
The  Bible  is  the  only  book,  or  nearly  the  only'  book,  used  in  these 
schools  ;  and  the  effect  of  bringing  800  or  1000  minds  in  prison,  on  cer- 
tain hours  of  every  Sabbath,  into  j»ystematic  operation  Aipon  the  truths 
of  the  Bible,  is  not  only  a  proper  mpde  of  observing  hqly  time,  but  it 
oflen  enables  those,  who  could  not  do  it  before,  to  read  the  Bible,  and 
produces  in  a  still  greater  number  a  taste  for  reaxiing  it.    Besides,  it 
interests  the  teachers  in  the  convicts^  and  the  convict^  in  the  teachers, 
aacl  thus  produces  pleasant  feelings.    The  expressions  of  affection  are 
very  strong  on  both  sides ;  the  teachers  wondering  why  they  never  felt 
for  this  class  of  men  before,  and  the  convicts  feeling  that  they  have, 
at  last,  found  friendsi    All  this,  and  much  more,  is  strikingly  illustra- 
ted in  the  kind,  grateful,  and  affectionate  feelings  exhibited  between 
teachers  and  scholars  in  the  Sabbath  schools  of  the  prisons  at  Auburn 
and  Wethersfield,  and  other  prisons  where  Sabbath  schools  have  been 
established.     The   effect   on   the   discipline  of  these   institutions  is 
scarcely  less  valuable,  than  on  the  affections  of  the  convicts ;  for  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  school  furnishes  a  strong  motive  to  good 
conduct,  and  the  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the  privilege,  a  strong  re- 
straint against  misdemeanor.    The  privilege  of  being  teachers  in  thecc 
schools  is  highly  valued,  especially  among  young  men  preparing  for 
the  ministry,  as  it  brings  them  into  contact  with  a  £reat  mass  of  inYei>- 
tive  and  inquisitive  mind.    But  the  best  evidence  of  their  value,  derived 
from  prisons,  b  the  effect  of  Sabbath  schools  in  deterring  from  the  com- 
mission of  crime ;   since  there  are  very  few  Sabbath  school  scholars 
found  in  prison,  in  Europe  or  Anierica* 

This  Society^  with^ttt  thwwiing  the  pwrposes.  qf.Justi€€,  calh  intQ 
action  the  sympathetic  and  con^passionate  feelings  of  anju^  Uwards  hii 
fellow, — Were  it  not  for  some  sujch.  operation  as  this^  it  might  ngl  onlj 
be  unfelt  but  unknowui  that  there  are  in  the  United  Statics ,  about  300 
lunatics,  500  youth  and  childr^^  1000  females^  lj),000  pf  all  classes, 
in  prison  at  the  same  time ;  arid  iq  the  lapse  of.  a  single,  jear,  about 
125,000  criminals,  and  75,000  .debtors,  commuted i  to^  prison*    ^ucb 
mons  would  it  be  unfelt  and  unknown^  how  friendless,  are  these  Juuatics 
in  prison  ;  how  miserable  their  condition ;  how  incurable  tj^ejr  become, 
if  they  do  not  soen  die,  in  consequence  of  their  dreadful  malady,  when 
aggravated  by  imprisonment.    Even  with  the  operations  of  this  Soci* 
ety,  we  know  not  how  much  time  must  elapse,  before  this  wretched 
class  of  prisoners  will  excite  so  muc^  commiseration  as  to  f^use  other 
provision  to  be  made  for  them.     Five  hundred  ^uth  and  children, 
too,  might  have  remained  for  ages,  in  the  old  penitentiaries,  subject  to 
the  brutal  passions  of  old  offenders,  and  no  houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile 
delinquents  have  been  provided  for  them,  except   for  the  publicity 
which  has  been  given  to  the  facts,  in  regard  to  the  pnullerable  abom- 
iiiatiofi^  to  which  they  have  been  eiq)osed.    1000  femalesi  also,  among 
whom  are  daj^ghters  once  promisio^^  wives  with  husb^nd^  aj»d  children 
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fifing,  ^d  itioth^rt  with  infiuit  children  ift  their  aniis^  might  have 
reammed  in  prison,  and  may  still  remain  there  a  lotng  time,  before  it 
ibl)  be  felt  genially'  that  female  commiseration,  prayer  and  corre- 
spofiding  eiRirt,  can  find  scope  fat  its  ever  active  spirit  within  the  walls 
(d^pridoitt.  This  woiild  not  be  because  the  same  heart  which  was 
fint at theyepiilfchre of  Him;  who  was  anointed  to  preach  liberty  to  the. 
c^rtire,  doe^r  not  remain  on  earth ;  but  because  it  has  be^n  so  e&ten- 
Mj  taka/bvttk  that  there  Were  so  many  females  in  prison.  And 
10,600  p^rdcnois  of  ^  bliitiiaes  might  have  remained  m  prison,  and  every 
jor  125;000,crimkials  and  75,000  debtors  might  foe  committed  to 
priB6D,  ana  stffl  this  might  remain  a  subje^  so  unimportant,  and  un- 
interesting) as  'not  to  ek<^i1ie  the  commiseration  of  the  public,  were  no  ' 
p«ABtity  to  he  |ivert  16  the  fiicts  concerning  it  We  believe  therefore, 
tiat  tliis  Society,  Without  th#arting  the  purposes  of  justice,  6alls  into 
«^,  to  sdme  extent,  the  :»ympatiietic  and  compassionate  feelings  of 
oin  tDtirards  his  feUow. 
Thus  it  s^pears  th^t  the  indirect  influence  of  the  S<)ciety  may  have 

been  or  may  be  of  *)me  use  to*  the  world. 

» 

Harihg  stated  severnl  particulars  in  which' the  indirect  inQuence  of 
its  operations  n^ay  have  been  useful,  we  proceed  to  state 

TBS  IMMEDIATB  RESULTS  OF  THIS  SOCIBTt^'^  JjABOUB. 

It  UiB  baused  aa  examination  to  be  made  of  the  principal  prisons, 
atdifihent  routes,  in  fifteeg  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
^scertsintiig  the  defects  of  some,  and  irnprovements  of  others^  and 
^tlii^pQtpbBe  hits  enabled  the  Agent  to  travel  about  thirteen  thou- 
ABdmlTes^  and  prosecute  the  object  in  various  forms,  without  inter- 
rap^ott,  tor  five  years: 

It  \m  printed  about  sixteen  thousand  Copies,  or  1,600,000  pages  of 
the  Afflmal  R^p(iH9  of  the'  Society,,  and  fiitnished  them',  at  a  moderate 
pHce;  16  fbt  li^ktm^s'of  Mkine,  Mttssachusetts,  New  York,  and 
W  l^y,  Ibr  the  use  of  l!ie  menibers,  and  grahiitoudly  to  the 
^isliteres  of  someotti^r  States,  and  to  benevolent  tndividuds  and ' 
Sftcietife  in  'Aih^H<ia'  and  Europe.    The  Pir«  Report  has  been  re^ 
pwrted  by  the  liondpnf  Society  r  the  Second  hfis  been  stereotyped  in 
tfe  cboiHtfy^^  Aid'  Dr.  Julitttr,'  of  Hamburg,  has  recently  puWished  in  ■ 
femrty  atf  octavo  volume  of  368  pages,  in  which  he  has  availed  • 
l^i^lf  extei^^ively  of  the   facts  ebntiiined  in  the  series  Of- Reports; 
^wfcjeli'he  has  returned  a  letter  of  thabks  to  the  Society,  and  has' 
i*^Bed  to  Ms  volume  a  b^atitifhl  copperphite  engjraving  of  the  wbW 
pnsoa  now  ei^ting  at  Chorlestown,  Mass.* 

Itha^  tJaii^ed  an  abandonment  of  the  principle  of  solitary  confine^  • 
■nt,  tmmit^ated  by  liibOr  or  instrtiction,  on'  one  pound  of  bread  and  • 
«ld  water;  under  whioh  thd  prisoners  in  the  state  prison  at  Thomas  ^ 
^,  Maine,  three  years  bittce,  were  suiferhig  every  thing  but  death;  • 
u^d  the  subAtittftlon  Of  solitai^  confinement  at  night,  with  labor  by  ' 
<^)r,  ofn  a  hedthfiil  diet,  dnder  som^  degree  of  insttuctSon:     '  ' 

hfhmiMM  the  }ria<n,  li^hich  ha»  been  adopted.  Of  the  aei^  prisbn'i 
<^Chariittibwn^;in  aSi^mtinfcatiOn^to  the  Qoveiiaor  oFMasoachusettfi, ' 
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which  he  recomineiided  to  the  liegiekitare^  with  a  respectfUi  noCioe  of 
the  service  thas  rendered  to  the  Staie. 

It  .sent  its  Agent,  at  three  different  times,  to  Connecticut;  onoe  to 
yisit  Newgate  uone,  and  ascertain  its  character ;  again  with  the  Com- 
missicmers  of  the  Legislature  to  spend  as  much  time  as  should  be 
neoessary  to  make  a  ^borough  investigation  and  dtsclosuve  of  abuses  ex- 
isting in  that  institution  ;  at  which  time,  after  spending  nearly  a  week 
at  the  prison,  he  visited  the  principal  towns  in  the  State,  and  invit- 
ed meetings  of  the  principal  men,  that  the  evils  might  be  exposed  to 
theifi ;  and,  also,  made  such  representations  to  the  Governor  as  induced 
him  to  submit  the  subject  to  the  Legislature ;  and,  finally,  in  accept- 
ance of  the  invitation  of  the  Commissioners,  sent  its  Agent  a  third 
time  to  appear  before  the  Legislature,  and  make  such  representations 
as  had  already  been  made  to  the  Governor  and  many  respectable 
citizens.  After  which,  within  two  or  three  weeks,  a  law  was  passed, 
with  almost  entire  unanimity,  to  abandon  Newgate,  and  bccild  a  new 
prison,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  at  Wethersiield. 

It  introduced  the  system  of  instruction  by  resident  chaplains  at  the 
prisons  at  Charlestown,  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Lamberton. 

It  has  co-operated  in  diffusing  information,  with  all  the  jSriends  «f 
^uch  institutions,  in  behalf  of  bouses  of  refiige  for  juvenile  dolinquenU, 
and,  as  it  has  had  opportunity,  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  thoee 
already  established.  .  ,  ;^ 

It  suggested  important  alterations,  which  were  adopted  andgrM- 
fully  acknowledged,  in  the  new  building,  recently  erected  i^  the  Ba^- 
more  penitentiary,  by  which  SMBy  ftcilities  are  secured  for  j^efentuig 
evil  communication.  .       .      «  . 

It  furnished  an  outline  of  the  general  plafl  of  the  new  penitentiary  Jn 
Washington,  to  the  airchileet  of  the  puUic  buildings. . 

In  one  word,  it  has  devoted  five  years  to  whatever  of  iiQproTedMait 
has  appeaifed  to  the  Board  important  and  practicable  in  n^ardf  to  ike 
construction,  discipline,  and  m^feal  improvement  of  prisoiks.  '\-  jj 

With  tile  view  which  has  boW  be<^n' presented,  .accordingio  the  p)|pi 
proposed,  of  the  interests  of  veTefal  of  the  Sti^s  in  regard  to  priadii 
discipline^  of  the  criminal  luira  of  some  of  the  States,  wkh  tsmarks  ou 
the  samef  and  of  the  indirect  influence  and  immediate  re^iults  of  this 
Society's  labors,  the  question  agaia  recurs,  which  wis  submitted  at 
the  close  of  the  last  report, — wketber  this  Society  is  worthy  of  con- 
tinued patronage?  This  question  We  i^ain.  submit,  with.. the  1m^ 
'^and  expectation  that  it  will  receive  the  same  answer  as  k  received 
last  year;  so  that  we  shall  proceed  in  our  labors,  with  increased 
|Mtronage«  ...  ^ 
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Va^k,  BUchaixl 
Woolsey,  WilfialA  W. 

Peter 


Sloding.  SubM' 


i.f 


13 


JtmktrtU  Jftug, 
Aiib«C,GorliainD. 

Aihiw,J.S.AO. 
Baker,  OuOTD 

Clark,  JoMi. 
C«ft«f,  8.  C.^    '    ' 
dirk,  Laciu  F. 

SKkMnnTiS^rd 
MfewLPrmneiB 
rak»,  S.  W. 
Hitebcoek,  E.  •  < 
Hnphrey,  Ilema* 
I^ad^  John    •   / 
hek,BotoiiMMi 
ftwof ,  H.  W. 
hmi,B.  W. 

fcwj,  E.,  Jr. 
^MHjer.  link* 
Tkayer,  Hartia'!     • 
TWmpmi,  Wfrttam 
WiiUkiini,  Rovftl 
VareefCOT,  8.  UL 


FOURTH   REPORT — 1829. 

8V880UPTXM«S*  AMb  tAoxriLTZOZTB, 

i^Voi»  /ttw  1,  1828,  to  June  1,  1829. 


se? 


^} 


Noye*.  Danid  5 

OtffjjiHrrhtftGeAy       '    ^ 
Parker,  Ebenexer  90 

P.  C.S.Aira^TCiorviqf||)«   / 


1 

1 

a 


>^ 


Cbntliw,  KNat 
^Mdb,  Laooard 


1 
1 
9 

1 
8' 

i    9 

•i 

5 


Secretary 

SPiott^f.  Willivai 
roctor,JohnQ, 
!uhK;y,jMiah'' 
R.  a.  A.;  a  fraefAl 
8  95  toid,A«i 
J  .    ^odnlt.Joha    , 
1      Re/noldsEawiuM 
I     '   aKflbfiJ,  Daniel   ' 
1      [Jlkitiner,  Tbooti  H. 


'  I 


Tappan,  John 

Tentiey,  S. 

Train,  S«j«mL  •  ."^^.M 


193 
10 

9 
90 
30 
]0 
35 
JO 

3 
40 

5 

9 
10 
10 
95 

9 
15 


Wj«ner,  B.  B.,  friends  in 


innU  Mhacrtption*. 
lufar  k.  Preaeott,  5 

taer,  Edward,  by  Ariandi  30 
"■elm,  Edward  5 

Mdnr,  LgrmaB,  by  firiondi  30 

h*to«d,  J.  F.    -  ,   ,  ,  ,  15 
Omiud,  Charf<^  5 

Cott,KatlmDielR.  i     ^     5 
C«Ca,ThonM  u    .m 

C^kkhard  3D 

CWiT,  Pliny  10 

Qaay.Gaorc*  Ifl 

U«anlt,Jaaaa,by  friendt 
iaBoaUHi  30 

JWeb,B.V. 


JVilloy^NewtonM 
k(6ahtal 


}Vi»fh«rt#fjE,l|A. 
Winthrop.  Thomai  L. 


9 

5 
10 
40 

10 
'0. 


Tucker,  Lewis 
TiMjker,  NaUianiel 
Wadaworth,  Josiah 

MorUtkMd. 

Mf  tittnLai.  i(. 

Ci^A^T.  A..  ^^    ^ 

<  ■ ; .   .J  MoHA^iHtiM, 

Clark, SanlielH.! ;  '/     '    || 
Clark,  WTllta,^.Jf^  /   '    /«  «r. 

Hubbard,  Roawell 
LynMn,  Joseph 


9 

38 
9 

I  ' 

?     . 

t    ^ 

'J 


!  f/ 


« 


i'- 


9  ,  BddS^ttiiiil^ 


1 
1 

'I   ]  )) 


U    ^Iji'' 


90 


]liiiilsatr;'JesM 

BrookUne. 
Sulliyaii,RidiKi^-- 

Cambridge, 

Camond>0pert. 
^taflMi,  #MWs  I).   .  /  <  Mr  ^ 

Gftar(««toioii. 
Arqold,  William 
AaiMllMittselrtobts, 
Pay,  Warren 
Skilton,  Matthew;' 

Sprague,  Seth 


1 

16 
9 
9 


Strong,  LMIg.     •    ./  t  ,  ■  fJ  // 
Strong, Jonathan^  ,    ;    /  •}    'I'l    1 

T iVmjiSin'. /,  .  IV; 

►litet   '      V    "  •  J  M 
^„tLHji    '      ill- 


*wifillSy*Abel 
Wright,  Kh. 

JVkwtarnwH. 
Adam*,  Daniel 
Bagtey,  Philip 
Bartlett,  WilliaB 
BttMtkteiv^illiaa  B. 


9 

9 
1 
1 
1 


Pf^m  y-vA 


BtUfMt,  Ebenewr   '  10 

TpwhIiI  .1    7  ...  I  1 1  ^t 

Guild,  John  9 

^  Guild,  Renben  .  9 

»    >  !>•»«*««*»;'•  "'^•" 

10      tpfaniean.C.       •^'  ■     "    '»  ' 
19'    ||tobiiisoo,SiiB|>IWV>'"'    <  H 


9 


.9 


jj  r» l*v****^' 


^.Natlll^.  , 

^Mm  Charch,  coittriMli  te 

3 


Char^'    '' 
.,Ji 
P.T. 


^5331 


i^ntipA; 


•25--''^"  "^ 


bsttu  i^iliiiibuA 


Kimball.'DirtW.^vlidiw;  » 
Lord.NatbantoiifKT  '  '» 
Kimball,  CNiariea'  -9 

Knowltoo.Thomii^  1 

Heard, John  ...   «    4| 

Smith,  Ammi  9 

Trettdwell,  N .  S 

Wade,  W.  P.^^ '•   "-} 

•  Aaw,  Heory  -   Jf 

•*■ 


U 


h 


Wofthingtoa,Cliatka 

Magoon,  Ttia^Lic 

lie,  Samuel , 
letealf,  NatUui 
'ortar,  Joeepoi       *  " 


Pearson,  J.^B^ 

Pike,  J.  8. 

Proodftt.  John,  by  ladiaa. 

Parish,  k  P.  • 

Moaeley,  E. 

WBBia^  AsaTTT   '" 

McKay.  fif.Sf'^^*'*'.     ' 

IHitdicocl^CanV^* 

AfHeod,         J".    "^ 

Raraard,  RobertFk         ' 

Ashman,  George 
Bemis.StKpbttC, 
aiisN,WiIlUm 
Bliss,  W. 
Blim,  43*orgb 
Bliss;  George,  Jr. 
Bood,  Thomas  i 
Bontecoa,  Daniel 
^lake,  Elijah 
Jrewer,  Jamoa 
Calhoun.  William  ft' 
Child,  William 
Calender,  O.  W. 
Comstoek,  HMMf 
Crooks,  Jamas  W4 , 
^haJlbe,  John 


1 
I 


8|i..  } 


ti 


«r 


Bi 


.i*i  N.  .1    :J 


jt  Benjamia 

ifjmia 


% 


''ight,  *UWilMM 

wanb,Eliaha 
ly,Ji2a 

G 


r 
t 

r 

V 

t 
H' 

1 

T 

%' 

I 

1 
V 

I 


4 


FlUSOIf  ftlseiPLINB   BOCIETI. 


Burin,  JobB 
Clmki>d,I.P.,lijlu 
dcnluri,  J.  P. 
Chnnr.fam 

Cok,  T.  W. 
Dhk,  W. 

D»iA!Fiel»rl^C,  Jr. 

l&iarHi,  Bnon.bf  III 
IVwtr.lHuB, 
PrtoHt, 
tllnlialo,  &  A. 

KuHT,  Jontibaa 

BkriilL  Bkiwiiub 
Ouooi.JokiB. 
hiMTtJ«Pk 
rM)g.WiUiw 


iCKS? 


miiu,eMUii 

FBflH,A.D. 
LhwIn.J.  W. 
WiMo,  R-fl-kL 
WiHd,  Duial 

wmtM. 


(nipp,  [lue 
tfubur,  John 
Hciwjn,  DaiU  N. 

HuekiT,  Aniiib 
llnitnl,  TinKXbj 

il<M>i'ni,  j",  B. 


vl»an,J.W.,bylHc 
Ftrmaftau^  Cfl 
adiai.Au 

owloi,  Richud 
_ow)n,  Mtrtin 
CdwIm,  TinHHkr 

COHkH,  WillilB  f. 

DlckinnD,eui»l 
Prtnd. 

Hin,aB»a 


W  T*n7,Badwio 
Tii*ir,8. 
W»l.turD,B.T. 

WlMtllO,N.8. 

W)iiliia>,  ChlrtH 
Wm;>nM,Tb«nuS. 

"•    L,dlllijl.,W.rt 

HI,  J.,  Jr. 

Cnatf  John  R. 
Cwhiof,  Un.  K. 
Piiaiiil, 

Frigiidt,aai(ub,«ias, 

■■  ■l.rd.AWnil 
Bid,  HnhNiiidk 
",  Nn. 
liiurdiB.0.    . 

.._.JlBl»ll,SunHl 
SUrn.fiiiUM 
"-iHl^aanwl 
H. 

irdlu.aA.HiBAiM 

Atw.ur,  mTTI. 
■    ■    w^A.B. 
yiiwiiH,R.,hrL.IlM(l 
Buku,E.i^.         ^^ 


Ctiipln,  A. 

Pr^ 'is'jJrBBd.lS, 
aallauiet,  Tbmu  H. 
Bastou,  Kkbwd 

HiwM,  Jool 


PMl,IUm 
"--^■ii.,T. 

Vh'n' 
?ini,'Eli|> 


BrliUl,  Aiilli 
Biialnil],  Ch 
BlaDcbird,  A 


Chrk,  J<«>h  N. 
CulWr,  WiUiuB 

Dob,  V.  M. 
IJ»if)il,  Ksnijr  E. 

I>vtfkt|  Tioiuhj 
Dutjb  and  pRk, 
Primd.M.fila^.ll, 
Priand.irp.D. 


HltChCllCl.HuilBalJ. 

Hull'  Elii!h! 
lv->,  EtI 

Jaimaa,  P.Ih. 
KlDibartT,  Dhdh 
Riaplari'uiaaL. 
Kniftil,  Jaoathu 
Laflntwall,  Winiaa 
MilUij.  A.  R. 
Miicbcn,  John 
Kona,Bid»TB. 
Hui>wi,aMa 


75 


VOUATH  RKFORT — 1839, 


am 


If. 


8kter,C.J. 
fiUauL.  Bmtunfai 

StenU}  BoMf 
BkiBUf|Aiia. 

TMraMBOf  J«  H»  . 

Torand,  W.  K 


ThaapnolK.  N. 

TmwbndftyBfMry 
Wfathrap,  Fkm«eii  B« 

WiMdwiftf,  T.  G. 

lKk,]I.D. 
Sutk,  I^DlImp 

ftfcad, 
FHeDd, 
&Miridi,JMM 


Mrinnr,  Mom  C. 


ntt«7,Gdebii 


Jtek,  Theodora  BomiQm 

na^WillkaiA^TtiMd 
fikWitt^KkhulVitiBk 


8 

9 
9 

a 
1 

9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
.9 
3 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
9 
9 

9 

9 

10 

9 

3 

4 

5 

90! 
10 

5 


Noitoo,  JohB  0.  .30 

flbiith,  Iirael  5 

CmmatidaigiUL. 
Eddy,  AnMl  D.  X 

OcMod. 
•  Axtoll,  Bonrj,  br  « (Koq4, 80 

Maumt  PUoMOMt. 
Ljodt,  Eiam  10 

jyniw  Tork  City. 
Allen  Mom 
Baker^Coraeline 
B.  A.  ff. 
Bliei,  JaoMi  C. 
Briffaam,  J.  C. 
BrowD)  J* 
Brown.Silaa 
Buek,  Gardoo 
Bartis,  Arthur 
CMh,l,do.l,69 
GMh,  I,  do. %do. 5 
Cash,  3,  do«  j97 
Cook,  Thomas 
Collioi,  Jonph  B. 
CoeoeUe,  R.  C. 
Cotton,  Charles  G. 
Chester,  WiHIam  W. 
Darlinc,  Thomas 
Diekinson,  Austin 
Douglas,  Georfo 
Dwifbt,G.  A. 
D«ilht,W.R. 
Eastman,  Jonatha> 
Edwaids,  Alfred 


Fanshuv,  Iknial 
Fi«Id,  Darid  D. 
Fisher,  A. 
Garretaqn,  H.  V. 
Gi^n,  William 
H^en,  John  P. 
Holsey.  J.  C. 
HitUoek,  GeraiA 

oabted,  W.  Ma 
Holmes,  Obadiah 
HswToyTinW. 
Hotehinson,  N.  J. 
HtrnphrsTs^HJaii 
JobneoB  St  Boa  - 
IfW,  A.  W. 


10 
9 
9 
3 
9 

10 
9 

10 
9 
9 
8 
3 
9 
9 
5 
9 

10 
3 
9 

90 
9 
9 
9 
3 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
5 
9 

9 
9 

9 

i 


09 

57 


JndaoD,  Albtft 
Keeae,  J.  D. 
Lake,W.  I¥. 
Leavitt,  Joshua 
Lesvitt,  J.  W. 
Loekwond,  1. 
Lord,  Eleaier 
LoTOt,  Jamea 
Lrnch  Ellas 
Marvin,  A.  S. 
Murray,  Lindkj 
Nevins,  R.  L. 
JNoilsoo,  John 
Ifesmith,  J. 
Nitchie,  John 
Patton,  William 
Peck,  H.  M. 
Peters,  AbsakMB 
Phelps  Ac  Pfeek 
Fintard.  John 
Phjrfo,  W.  H. 
Raakin,  John 
Rntfori,  Heniy 
Starr,  Charles 
StortoTant,  EL  8. 
Schroeder,  J.  F. 
Sedffwiek,  Robert 
Sprinf  ^Gardiner 
Swan,Benj.  L. 
Tappani  A»  fc  JL. . 
Van  Whcenea,  H, 
Varick,  Richard 
Wkinwrif  ht,  E. 
Wheelwrlrht,  Johtt 
Wilbur,  Marcus 

Sckttutt^ditm  ' 
Dvight,  Jos«»h  H. 

Tijbbets,jpyrfe 

Bayard,  Samuel 
Camahaa,  Rer.  pr» 
Gibson,  John 
New  Jersey  Lefislitor*  far 

Reports, 
Cash  for  Reports,  iVom  M. 

'  C.  fcc. 

.      PkiUdtlwMa,  PHOL 
Cksuaeey,  Ntthamel 


9 

I 

9 
10 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

5 

9 

5 

9- 

9 

9 

9 

9 
10 

9 

9 

9 
80  - 

9 

9 
30 

S 

9 

9 
80 

9 
IS 
10 
» 

9 

f' 

s : 

9' I 
9 
9  ' 

I 

80 

sao 


AmomiaelmowU4gtdintiteah€9ilid,p;SSl  S8, 


.'I 


■  '  ■' 


Hfi 


BOH ATI01V8  15  BOOKS* 


A  JV^  Tork  CGtf. 

KsBt,  itm  thwe  Jtait  nJnmii  of  CommwiUiiee  eo  A— timn  taw.   $14. 


CharliB  WUppto',  fiabbAth  Bdwot  Books  for  ibe  hoittea  of  Mffege  Is  Boetoo.  New  Tork,  and  Phllv 
ipUa,  te  eoMtiUite  himself,  Mrf.  Mary  Wliipple,  Mrs.  OatbariM  M.  Dlmmick,  ftad  Mn.  JlM 
MolB^lifcnifibenoftbeSooidty.   $£«>. 


APPENDIX. 


Uft  €f  Subjects  reedvtd  indo  A6  Hmue  for  iU  EmfimfmeiU  amd  R^fwmtim  «/ 
^uoenUe  Offenders  in  tht  CUy  of  Boston^  rinee  tKe  orgmuMOtum  of  tU  Board 
of  JHreetaro,  May  im,  1827. 


« 
«< 
»« 
l< 
<< 
♦« 
II 
II 
M 
II 
If 

•5 


JSg€, 

Bob     19 
;     ir      8 

IS 
11 

la 

10 

16 

13 

19 

9 

8 

14 

8 

10 

11 

Ifi 

•«       8 

Girl,    13 

Bov,     9 

^ft     15 

**       9 

"       9 

"      15 

Girl,    15 

'i'i 

11       7 

Girl,    13 
Boy,     8 

«*  14 

«*  10 

Girl,  ]5 

Boy.  11 

Girl,    19 
ti       9 

Boj,    U 

»*  8 
10 
6 
13 
10 
13 
23 
11 


1897. 
May  19, 

11       u 

"     91, 
•<     98, 

Jnno     1, 

97, 


It 
II 

II     II 

II     II 

-II     II 


July   U, 

«      13, 
II      II 


??• 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 

CI 


II 

CI 

II 
II 
II 

IC 

««* 

.  .«» 
'   II 

11 
II 

Girl, 


7 

19 

7 


H 


CI 


14 
13 
14 

.    »«      13 
"     13 

K       14 

•I    la 

".      7 
Gifl,    16 


II 
II 
II 
II 

-     30, 

Aut.    9, 
10, 

IS: 

1?, 

93, 
Sept    8, 
««      10, 

"      18, 
"      15> 

OeU  6, 
"  6, 
"       9, 

"       », 

"     31, 

Nov.    3, 

"       3i 
II 

fi 

f« 

CI 
IC 

I^.  29', 
«*  99, 
"  99, 
1898. 

Jap.     4, 

r.  «• 

cc 
<c 
u 
'^  11 
II 
II 


i: 


8  ::  S; 


4, 

J; 


9tabborn  ud  dibobedimt, 

Filfering, 
do 

8tttb6on  Bod  4i«obedirat» 
do  do 

do  do 

Drunkard  and  pUftrer, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Vafabond}' 

do 
Btabbom  and  diiobediont, 
Vanbond, 

iltODbom  and  diaobedieat, 
Yafaband  and  bay^, 
Wanton  apd  IfMivioiw, 
Vagabond, 

Pillerer  and  Tagabond  ^ 
Diaobadkat, 

do    . 
lAro^ny, 
Notflec^  mm  4gvt 
Vilbnt,       ^ , 

do 

'^-^ 

Vaf abODd  ud  dItohediMrt, 

Vagab^, 
Uifobediaiit, 

do 
Vagabond, 
'  do 
NeslMt  ^mxf  drunkflnnMi, 

tba  '  do' 

Pilferer, 

do 
Vagabond, 
IXcobadieinv 
Vagabond, 
Disobedient, 
Vagabond, 
Diacbedient, 
Theft, 
Diaobedient  and  Tagrant, 

do  4q     y 

Leading  dissolute  life, 
Vagabond, 

do 

do 

Pilferer, 
do 
do 


£»«?ny. 


Hubborn  and  diaobedient, 
flieatiog, 

do 
Buibbom  and  dipobedaenif 
Living  an  idle,  diaaolnte  liiA, 


««      19 

«       8 

QitU    Id 
u       7 

"•!»  S 

«     18 
II 

19 
15 
14 
14 
13 
«•  II 
«*      14 


u 

CI 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


u 
cc 
c« 

M 
M 

CC 


»c 
u 
cc 


Girl, 


11 
15 
10 

8 

IS 

16 

9 


cc 
cc 

*t 
cc 
cc 
u 


»^ 


cc 
cc 
cc 
c. 

If 
u 

cc 

cc 

Girl,    18 

Boy 

Girl,  16 
16 
13 
19 
H 
M 
11 
J13 
<»      11 

Girl,  16 
"      15 

«  10 

Boy,  10 

**  II 

♦*  10. 

Girl,  14 

ier,  14 

Girl,  15 

B^,  13 

OirT,  16 

Bo/,  19 

li     11 

II    la 

Boy,  19 
"      II 

CI    la 
«    u 

II      9 


C 

«l 
II 
«( 

II 
II 


CbMMiitteiL 

Jan.    94, 

JW).   11, 

•'    u, 
"    11, 

"   11, 

«•  15, 
16, 
16. 
16. 
16, 
95, 
.  84, 
Maroh  1, 

i: 

VIS; 

»f  10, 

"  10, 

•«  19, 

«*  19, 

M  S9, 

May  7, 

"  7, 

"  7, 

«<  90, 

"      90, 
cc      ^ 

"  93, 
Jane  3, 
"  10, 
(*  10, 
"     10, 

"  % 

i 

95, 
^«      96, 

*'^     9, 

la, 

"      18, 


11 
u 

If 
tt 
II 


aabboraanddiBobadiMl^ 

Idle,  negfeeted  by  paraau, 
d«      do  do 

d»      do  do 

do       do  do 

do      do  de 

Diaobedient, 

Pilferer  and  vagaboni, 
do  do 

do  A» 

do  do 

Vyabood, 

PiU^rer  and  vagaboid. 

Larceny, 

Vuabond, 

Diaobedient, 
Btttbboroai^dimbadiart, 

do  do 

nmntm 
do 
do 

do 

0tttbbon»aad4Miadianl, 

Vaoabood, 

BtDbbonaaddiaobadiaat 

do  do 

Stobbomaaddiaobedint, 

Vagabond, 

Btobboift  and  dlioba^nt, 

do  do 

do  do 

Vanbond, 

PiUMor, 
4#     ■ 

do 


II 
II 


'^ 


u 
•I 

««  94, 

"  87, 

Oct.  4, 

H  14, 

•«  14, 

"  9l» 

"  93, 


Btabbom  and  diMbadint, 

Pliftumf 

Stabborn  and  diMibadiaot, 

IdI»,neglaatodbylpanatt, 

da      <do        *    da 

Vagabwdk 

do 
PiUbwr, 

Stubborn  w^dy 

do  * 

do  do 

Living  idkUfe, 

Vaupibaod, 

tnanaani, 

do 
Pilfeier, 

Bmbbamud* 

do  ^ 

SuMiomaarvaiili 
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k>OURTH   REPORT — 1829. 


811 


Jiff.  OtmmHiad.    CmtM  ^  Cgmmitmnu. 

Bar,    19   Oet.   30,    DiMibedieot, 

10  "     30,    Difobediont, 
9     **      31,    Stubborn  and  diiobedient, 

17  Nov.    8,  Slealiof, 
14  x      15,  Stabborn  and  dfaobediBot, 

11  «      19,  Idl^  and  dioolote  life, 
19  *•      90,  Pilferar, 

'13     "     98,       do 

18  Dec.  10,    BtoaJtaf. 
14      <*      16,    DiMbadMni, 

Total  143— Gifts  21,  Ad^iv  122.    Average  age^  11 
138  oominittecl '      '    ^  "     ^ 

Tw  liB0l6 

tttf,is    .    . 
Of  whom  66  have  been  bou^d  out,  19  discharged,  and  12  daserted. 


uins  zi,  isoys  izz.  Average  age,  ii  yean  lu  monioi 
ed  bv  the  Pdice  Court,  ana  6  by  the  Hunicipel  Court. 
nuttibar  of  chikliieii  admitted  to  tfaa  Houie,  noce  it« 


Jtgt,  CommUui,    Gbmm  ^  CtmmkwtmL 

Bay,    19  Dee.   16,  Stubborn  and  diaobedieoi, 

^«       7  "      17,  do                    do 

•<«       9  «      17,  do                    do 

**■       9  Sept.  10,  do                    do 

Oirl,    13  Dm.  do                    do 

1899. 

Boy,    19  Jan.  16,  LareeoT, 

«     13  «     16,  do 

9  "     91,  Stubborn  and  I 

9  **     96,  PilArer. 

an  10  montha. 


u 
«< 


hBKvmgia  the  Hoofe,  tbaa  16tii  Febmary, 


97 


Bill  of  Pare  fir  ont  Wtek  at  the  JtpxnUe  Honui'-WtnUr  teatcn.   ^   ^ 

Bnak&st,  tfanHigh  the  week,  lea  and  bread,  as  much  as  is  wanted;  the  bread  Is  wheat, 
vhb  one  quarter  Iwian  meal. 
Sapper  the  same,  except  on  Sundays,  when  they  have  giqgerbiead^w  some  other  cake. 
Hb  DiimersaiTe  as  follows  :— 

1  Dimw  of  baked  beef,  with  bread  and  potatoci, 
"  boikkl  «  " 

«  stewed  '<  « 

4i  soup  '*  " 

baked  poric  and  beans         ** 
Indi^.  rice,  or  breed  pudding, 


u 

M 

it 


mi 


nceafish 


or  meat 


Thit  drink  ^nth  dhmer  is  water. 

Juoeruk 
Te&eDirectort. 


mx  aUPKRIltTBltDXIfT'S  RtPORT. 

Bojft,  QirU.  Total, 

94      11      105 


Wkoie  DDmber  of  inmales, 
hst  Report,       .    .    . 
'  dunog  the  week, 


94     11      105 


1,  Sbulh  BosUm,  Jmamy  14, 18S9. 

XHPLOTUSirT  DUBIva  THX  WXUt. 

B0f».  Orl«.  t^ta 

Boys  at  Hat  Making,   .    . 

&    *i  Basket  MaBng    . 

"    "  Hair  Work,     .    . 

«    «  Taifcriw, 

"  "  PoUce,  . 
Monitor,  .  .  « 
OnOabui; 


Infenied, 2 

DiichargeOy     .    .    •    «' 
EsBaped^     ..... 

1 


} 


aow  in  the  House,     91      11      102 


16 
16 

n 


15 
3 

10 
1 
1 


*«^«ttfaeOffiee.  .    .    . 

_.  and at  aome,   . 

Girls  at  house  work'      .    . 
"    "  Sewing  ana  knitting, 

in  Solitude, 3 

latheifaspila^    .    . 
In  the  Cells,.    .    .    . 


I 


91       It      102 

Mttmfieka^intkiBbutehtdwekjmaecouHtc/iheilt^^ 

IS  Hou, at 25 cen^, S25  . 

42  days  work  at  Basket  making,  at  10  cents,  4  20 

200  Ibf.  Hmr picked, at 2 cents, 400 

|11  45 
1  pair  Sock»— 1  Shirt— 2  Gbwn»— 1  pair  Mittei»-d  Caps— 21  Haodkeidiiefr— 1  paar 


Jnm  the  Setand  Report  rfAe  Direetorg  tf  dU  OmneeHaa'  8M$ 

TbthaHbo.  Gaaeial  AsMmUyof  the  State  of  CoDoacUeitt,  to  be  holdert  at  Hajtfer^  inJUy.JBBB 
IhedirtdMsaef  ike  Coaaectacut  Ante  prison,  in  complianoe  with  ibe  pimisions.of  the  act 
he  ^>estafolkhsseBl  of  said  prison,  respeclfiilJy  report,  that  the  iastitutioD,  daring  the  past 
>aar,  has  bceaeoiidMpiod  in  accordance  with  the  priftriplea  of  ih«  syHem  <irighial(y  adopted 
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TUt  system  requires  e«neni)1y  Ifaat  the  convict  shall  pass  ^  whole  period  «f  lus  confine- 
ment;  both  day  and  ngnt.  tmder  the  power  of  constant  inspection,  and  that  all  oonmunicatifln 
between  the  convicts  »all  be  efTectuaUy  precluded.  In  tJie  lansuace  of  ear  Ibnmr  Report, 
'•  we  betieve  tlmt  these  points  have,  to  everf  purpose  ofprectlcd  otuitv,  been  Mly  attained ; 
alkd  the  public  may  rest  assured  that  while  the  present  vigilance  is  ooserved,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  a  convict  should  leave  the  prison  debased  t^  intercoarse  with  other  and  more 
accomplished  febin.  Daring  the  year  which  has  just  closed,  the  prisoners  have  evinced, 
genenuly,  an  entire  and  ready  ol>edience  to  the  prisim  government,  and  no  instaivce  Ins 
occurrea  irequiring  severe  treatment.  Corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  in  any 
case.  The  power  to  inflict  this  punishment  is  in  oar  jodgmenl  properly  conferHMl  upon  tbe 
warden.  A  short  confinement  to  the  oeH  on  light  diet,  with  the  knowledge  that  for  evtf^ 
day  passed  under  this  punishment  the  law  will  e^d  one  day  to  tbe  sentence,  has  been  sufli* 
dent  liiihcrto  to  make  the  most  stubborn  yield }  and  no  man  has  for  many  dav*  dovhied  that 
ample  means  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  warden,  and  that  they  would  be  fl«eVused  to  com- 
pel submission,  li  oUght,  however,  to  be  slated  that  the  instances  of  "pUDisfanieot  have  been 
extremely  rare,  and  miUI  we  had  been  eye  witnesses  tif  the  fict,  we  had  supposed  HinpciRible 
to  govern  soperfbctly  this  large  body  of  men,  without  a  more  fl^eqoent  reeen  to  severe 
measures.  We  should  do  injustice  to  die  officers,  and  the  prisoners^  aa  well  as  to  our  own 
foelhigs,  were  we  to  omit  to  bear  this  our  mnelt  ]>ublic  testimony,  lo  the  order,  the  qniet  sod 
Ae  f«gularity  which  have  prevailed  in  the  institution  for  the  last  year. 

Rehgioos  lustmction  has  been  fiumished  to  the  men,  and  divine  service  has  been  perfbruMs 
in  their  presence  morning  and  evenmg,  and  on  the  Sabbath— «nd  we  repeat  thededarstioB, 
''that  the  warden  has  been  unwearied  in  his  exertions  U> insiract  ana  roddui  these  meu, 
and  to  restore  them  to  society,  at  the  expiniion  of  their  sentences,  aa  sound  and  safo  men. 
A  Sunday  school  has  been  established  in  the  prison  under  interesiiug'ciicumsiaiices,  whia 
promises  to  be  an  usefol  addition  to  the  other  means  whidi  iiave  been  eA|^dyed  for  the  reAr* 
ttation  of  the  convicts. 

As  it  respects  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  it  has  been  generally  goodi-  Tfaefe  have  htm, 
however,  a  fow  cases  of  severe  swekaess,  partlculaiiy  among  ne  female  c«ivieU5  but  no 
(l»aih  has  occurred. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  the  attending  physician.  Dr.  S.  B>  Woodward,  wiD  exhibit, 
iif  detail,  the  proper  lofonnatioa  on  ^is  subject. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  the  warden  wiH  exhihif  the  pecOMarv  ceneeras  orw 
institution  for  tne  year  ending  on  the  flrst  of  April,  inst.,  and  aho  the'  profit  had  kasef  tw 
several  departments.  By  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  prisai,  aAer  dellraviiy  evety 
expense  for  its  management  aiid  support,  has  earned  to  the  State  jSI8)^i29^>4l,  whin  sum  isay 
be  considered  as  prcAts.  An  exact  inventory  and  appraisal  has  been  made  vf  bvery  antcle 
beiongrag  to  the  ihstitotion.  In  making  the  estimttos  of  stoek  on  band,  ihe  rttki  has  heoits 
enter  die  raw  maeeriah  at  cost,  and  the  manufoctured  articles  at  tomediiBg  Mm  than  sensf 
pHces*  .;.'./ 

The  whole  mimber  xxt  prisoners  on  tbe  SIst  day  of  Mbith  last;  waaKM*'  Thai  the  omshef 
of  commitments,  for  the  year  ending  on  that  day,  was  6&>-thai  95  werediachafi^on  expo** 
tionofseinence,  and9br^orderof!ne  L^slature.  ,.....-.•',. 

It  is  therefore  apparent  that  Ihete  has  been  an  mcrease-of  prieoHert }  aadaonie  wUcnods 
has  been  folt  and  expressed  lest  this  increase  was  to  be'  attribtiied  tor  the  mild '  treaiaeDt  pe* 
^ved  by  prisoners  at  this  insdiifltion. 

It  therefore  becotnes  an  interestbg  in<)uirv,  whether,  on  the  wholey  thero>  has  iwta«i 
dicreaso  of  crime ;  and  ifthere  has  beeu^  witether  it  ought  to  betittrihiwcd  lo  ^his  eania>4» 
if  if  Aall  be  eaicertarned  that  this  alleged  tcause  shall  have 'prodd^od*  (Ms 'r0saH^'a»eaia|| 
isbange  of  measures  would  be  tt^crsssary  on  the  pan  df  those  w4ioti8V«-been  Sncrusiedwm 
the  management  of  ihe  prison.'  There  is  certamly  no'  difficulty •lu'^caRyiiBg^^h^  s^witf « 
Ihe  hnptisonmeiit  to  an  extent  as  ^at  as,  «m1  we  betieve  itiCNih  ^:veaiei«,thaB>  public  epiiooa 
would  tolerate.  '  '  ^^ 

•  We  have  ther^m  eiAd^avb^ed  (6  obiaih  informatkm  on  this  auMeet  fttaos  <e«eiT  to^ 
#ithhi  our  reach }  and  the  inquiry  'has  satisfied  us,  as  we  trast  it  will*  x^^bem  thai  -uw  ti^ 
ttient  of  the  prisoners,  whatever  that  trehtment  may  be^  has  had  mi  *i0etH'  in  valvging  w 
nimfoer,  nornave  we  seeii  any  evM^ce  of  mt  increase  of  crime.  "  /_, 

- '  fe  Uie  flrst  place,  the  number  of  prisoners  is  hot  ntee  greater  tiMn  were  nniftinies  wma 
M  the  former  prisofr--and  the  commitments  of  the  lest  year  exceed  b«t4»y  «welvethettcra0| 
nuhiberof  commitments  during  the  years  1822,  '83,  and  ^M.  The  Mnyber  bl  pM««2Jf . 
flvquendr  fluctuate  without  the  opera6on  of  any  knbwn  cansei  During  the  year  iw?  n 
happeuea  that  a  yery  large  number  were  dischiirged,  on  the  ei^initioii  <3*  dmkrwmm^^** 
mmat  the  •  past  tear  compurttivcly  very  few  sentences  have  ebcpired  FVo«  die  pn»P 
i«cotd  it  appears  that  the  former  prMon  lost  annually  a  number  nf  mien,  either  by  empf  ^ 
death :  during  the  past  year  t^e  have  loir  nbiie  by  deaths  and  there  hat  becta  n6  eanpevn* 
fh^^eethblishtgentofthetnsinutioA.  .    .      » 

Prom  a  comparistm  of  the  Ibriner'With  Ihte  sentences,  an  to  duratidtt,  il  vi^ortd  seem  d* 
Ihe  etmrts  are  increasing  die  Wgtjrof  semebce--«lth(^^  ftt  "tbam  •  lUMMUiMa  pmn0  ■>T^ 
buen  sent  tor  viery  rfiort  period*!'  Tliese  causes  will,  tfire  'think,  *ct?wait' for th»*»ease  a 
the  numl>er  of  prisoners :  but  tbere'is  still  anothtir,  f6  which  We  ftiaVi  p«di«pit  whh  pn^"*^ 
mid^.  We'haVe  coovtiwed'^idk'  many  gentleuien  resWta^'iir«di««jm  i*art»eC«'W«ej 
iene <ir%iMtti havd^biieii  miMft «fitH«^™ ^  p^^^ieeittidii  oi<dtillii^W  eMmi$,(udm 


T9  romrii  %wf9m^lBSi6, .  3U) 

« 

have  very  j^fucralW  exf  reused  the  opinion,  thai  since  the  new  ioftiiution  bad  been  orfanif  ed, 
dod  a  flUict,  but  retonnator^  discipline  eatablisbed,  ibere  was  ^Ibvioosiv  much  le$4  roTuctauco 
to  protfBcuie  or  couviet  ofiendeis  than  formerly ;  and  thai,  ahbough  Uie  number  of  arraignrv 
meals  and  triab  waa  not  greater  ihan  heretofore^  yet  that  perhaps  the  convictions,  compand 
with  the  number  of  trials,  had  inoreaaad.  How  far  this  opinion  is  wairanted  by  dinSf  the 
oUervatioD  of  every  one  will  enable  him  in  soflae  meaaure  to  decide. 

If  this  opinion  is  well  founded,  it  is  then  probable  that  in  this  respect  (if  improper  convic- 
tiw  have  not  taken  place)  the  new  s^em  has  had  a  benign  operation  i-4br  allwUl  allow 
tbat  tobe  the  most  perfect  administraiion  of  criniaal  law,  wbi4sb,  without  increasing. crime, 
iksll  visit  with  amMopHaie  puaiahnient  the  greateA  number  of  criminal  acts.  It  is  also  to  be. 
ncoUected,  that  oiurittg  the  last  aessioa,  the  law  was  so  altered  as  to  subject  persons  guilty  of 
ilidover.a  eeitaiii  amount,  to  .imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  j  under  thislaw^  convictions 
Inn*  vakm  place. 

We  have  above  Kuaifced,  that  the  lentences  were  .generally  for,  longer  terms  than  tof* 
ncdjr,  although  ihert  were  instaaoes  of  abort;  seatencea.'  An  inspection  of  the  prison  record 
«ili  convince  wery  perrob,  that  very  great  ineonaUw  aaoBts  as  Jl  respects  the  duration  cf 
aatences,  even  for  the  same^  class  of  offmcey,  oc  for  oflences  of  a  kindred  character. 

There  are  ihirtean  disUnci  tribunals  having  no  necessary  connexion  with  each  other,  ba 
vJMi  is  csnfided  the  administration  of  our  criminal  lawa,  and  who  have  the  power  of  sear 
^sxxmg  in  the  state  prison.  Our  statute,  except  ia  few  inaattces,  does  not  iumisb  any  certain 
Ne  ss  to  the  duration  of  sentences,  or  by  which  punishment  can  be  apportioned  to  crime  i.  it 
Cnerally  fixes  the  longni  term,  aod  leaves  the  other  limit  to  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

The  molt  wt^ising  divenily  m.  punishments  has  been  the  result  of  this  ^lensive  discretion. 
TWfe  are.  now.ui  this  prison  several  persons^  who  are  under  sentence  for  life  for  an  aliempl^ 
a  npe^-while  there  are.  others,  coavwted  of  the  same  oflenoe,  who  have  lieen  sentenced  for 
ibie  3reer%  fottv  yeaia,  and  4vi>  yeara. 

For  the  crime  of  bui^ary  there  ai«  many  under  sentence  for  three  years;  others  have  becik 
iWiacsA  for  that rrime  fer^hus  months;  while  there  are.  still  QthaKi.  who,  for  an  attempt  to 
*»siit  bmiglaiiyy  which,  is.Aotan.  oiTeaoe  under  ourataiutOy  have  been  .fenteacad  for. ana 
?cv,  and  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  imposed,  which  is  tantamount,  in  moat  cases,  to  a  s^h 
iwelorSfc,'  ,,•.•'.'■   ^    .     ■. 

Periaps,  however,  there  are  no  instances  in  wluch  so  sfriking  an  ine|guality  is  presented^  aff 
a  <hs  Bsipaatire-  fwiwshnyenta  fof  .manslaiighteff,  and  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill.  By 
w  astute  the  fini  is  punished  j^  en  imprisonment  for  three  years,  and  the  seooudy  by  in^ 
pwwinnit  for  Jife»  or  a  ahoHar  period,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court*  It  is  believed,  that  in 
aa^  iastSBCM  cC  a  conyJctioQ'Of  an  aaiauU  with  inieni  to  kill,  the  proof  has  shown  thai 
■ae  esiitad  inch  an.  eMaiiemant  of  the  passtons,  such  sudden  heat,  or  such  an  affray^  9$ 
vald  kvm  iadaeed  a  Jui^  in  cnse.death  had  ensued  the  assault,  to  have  found  the  prisonaff 
pskjr  qtfnianilanghter  and  not  of  murder.  If  .this  opinAOp  is  ccrrecti  then  this  sjiiwular  case  is 
ptseatfed : — ^A  man,  in  a  quarrel,  or  under  some  suddeu  excitement,  assaults  and  kills  anotheri 
•Asad  gailnf  of  manslaughter,  and^iinprisooad  ifaaee.y)ear»-*aaather  person,  under  the  indu- 
*>•  ef  a  siasilar  estftteaseatt  makes  a  similar  assaaki  and  wounds  his  ajmagonist .  but  does  noi 
Ulhin,  and  he  is  imprisoned  for  life.  All  will  agrees  that  equal  and  simuar  ounces  should 
Knifed  by  equal  eatd  sinuki^  punishments }.  a^idtlas  can  probably  .be  accompUshed  in  no 
^aaaaartblA  by  fixing.  boiA  limits  to  the  term  of  imprisonmcnt-^—we  mean  ia  ordinaQf 
^^^^'  So  for  as  our  observation  has  enabled  us  to  decide,  there  are  oti^jections  to  either 
^Isag'tif very. shaft. Mntencea.;. and  we  beHewe  that  those  persons  whose  terms  are<of 


^aneJengih^  anaasora  usefal  to  the^fitate  during  their  imprisonment,  and  leave  the  twajf 
^^  viih  itwtter^apea  ■  than .  any  other  class.  WlNfti  ihien  is  the  slioriest  period  for  which  a 
PgyshsaM  be>8cbienoad  10  Uie  state  prison  1  It  seems  reasonable  thai  tae  time  should  ha 
■hMBtl^  lal^jlo  break.. up  hakaia  of  .idlaaessi  intemperance  and  piv^igaqy,  and  to  focm 
■Mssrmdns^^^ttnderand  aabfiety— 4o  .eradicate  base  principles^  and  to  instil  good  onev} 
^  at  all  events,  k>ng  enough  to  learn  the  prisoner  a  good  trade  >     // 

'  Asitieipectaihe  fAar^r  longest  term  to  which  imprisoament  may  be  extended,  ^e  mean 
T'ft^ist'oflhtice^  wia  shall  subjom  but  a  single  neinadL  It  is  obviously  the  policy  and  inMOr 
*^sf  qg|nw^4bat  awniAUfcaBisahall  be  rafonroatory,  •     .1 

How  often  does  it  nappen  thai  for  a  first  ofience,  or  for  a  series  of  first  ^fiances,  (for  aX  4m 
lywIwaA  aB<nch.iiniil  aafe  period  of  punishment  has  been  passed)  that  a  young  man  is  ipn- 
JnitfiaBfoyor/for/sueh^a .period  that  h^  i%  made  to  spend  in  prison  the  best  and  briaht^ 
J[jad4n.)  aad  is  then  ditfduLrged  upon,  the  communis  a  decrepit,  broken  down^  and  di«* 
MWad  smm!  ;Whai<  becomes  of  tnat  benign  principle  of  ou|-  systamy.  which  dinacts  thai 
'"'^NagaBanahall  be  dealt  gently  with  for  a  ^t  qffenca  1 

^(  BMaa.nei(  to  hitinate  llmt  this  extaosive  discretion  has  in  any  instance  befsn  iiapropBriy 
Tha  evil^  we  apprehend,  consists  in  aUonvlng  to  this  discretk>a- so  exteottve  n 


lubjecjar-when  i|.t9 

^.. ,     Qaar  m  our  annpai 

^^lahoits  ix»peecing  the  criminal  .lawS|4>riAe  laws  relating,  to  t^s  prison,  aa 
.  -  --'-.^la  ns,aa.prwer ;  and.  thai ,  our  situaiioa.has  necessarily  brought  some  focta  unt 
*^««'«aflie%ia:whi<^  <MniiisWve.aQ^  ha^i 
^  yn  reipiitiiidieiefwflihfnwnt  of  fema^s  in  (his  intuition,  we  stated  our  \Mvi  ^\y  t»  ilm 
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mnos  indomtiR  'flOdiTTr 


» 


andHbe  experience  of  another  y^Ei  fans  oonfirmfd  as  in  the^balM^  thil  k  k  bumper  to  cqiv> 
fine  femaleii  in  tbe  ssine  phMO  with  males— unless  the  Lerislatiire  intend  to -oKjgteiz*  «  M|A' 
rate  depaitniBat,  to  be  placed  under  4he  soperintendenoe  <v  a  matreo. 

FW>tn  the  prozimtty  of  the  prison  location  to  the  city  of  Hartford,  a  ooaimttee  of  the  Lag»> 
huire  win  be  able,  without  much  inoenTeaienoe^  to  ecamiue  perBonaH;^  into  the  aAurs  and 
condition  of  the  prison,  and  it  is  desinMe  that  a  strict  nod  caraul  scrutiny  shook!  be  had  of 
fho  accounts— of  the  esthttMes  of  stocki  and  the  various  kinds  of  prop6n,y  on  hand,  and  c^the 
balances  due  to  the  institntion.  The  accounts  tre  so  kept,  thai  we  appniwBd  tbiere  wiU  b» 
no  difficulty  in  a^certflhuog  at  once  the  financial  ooneeras  of  the  Tarious  liepartmaoia,  and  it 
is  believed  that  a  thoi^g;€  and  vigilant  public  inspection  will  ahrays  constilnte  one  of  tha 
most  efiecUial  diedu  agauul  abuse  and  maJ^iractice. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  the  undersigned  bate  felt  that  almost  eveiy  measofe  ooonccted 
with  the  removal,  consuruction,  and  management  of  the  prison,  lias  been  matter  of 
experiment. 

They  Ibund  a  system  fai  operation  at  the  old  prison  whieh  had,  tar  ten  vears  previous  to  its 
abandonment,  occasioned  to  the  State  an  expenM>  of  Jf84,634  05^  over  and  above  its  eamiqgs, 
which  sum  had  been  drawn  ftcm  the  treasury  $  being  an  average  deficit  of  more  than  £8,400 
per  annttns  They  found  the  moral  results  of  the  system  to  be  even  more  lAtortunate  uan  its 
pecuniary,  and  that  all  its  lendeocies  wete,  as  they  believed,  to  corrupt  and  debase  the  coo* 
▼ict.  rather  than  redakn  kiau 

The  results  of  the  ezperiroeot  are  now  before  the  public.  We  can  say  tnily,  they  hare' 
exceeded  oin-  highest  antieipaiioiis',  both  aa  it  lespects  their  moral  and  pectmiary  character  j 
and  we  arc  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  eaose  which  shall  pnxluoe  resnlls  ioai  g;rati/y- 
ing  in  future. 

All  which  is  reapectliilly  submitted, 

JOHN  RUSS,  -) 
M.WELLES,    i^Dirteton, 
J.  S.  PETERS, ) 

April  SS,  1829. 


TV  tk€  BgmrmkU  Qneral  AuemHf  9f  tie  atat«  qf  Qmneetieuif  at  thtb-  Mgf  ftssiM,  IflMi 

The  tmdersigned,  warden  of  the  state  prison,  woukl  beg  leave  to  siibmit  the  IbBowii^ 
statement  of  receipts  and  profits,  expenditnref  am  disbursoBieiiis,  and  tm  goiecal  coBoamt 
€  the  prison,  for  the  year  ending  Mardh  31, 18t9,  inclusive. 

RtoeiTed  and  cbirged  for  nails 
sold  during  the  post  jrasr, 
#5364  85 :  stock  and  toob  on 
band,  March  31,  1890,  9349  74;  8007  Si 

Bxoeedin|p  the  disbamfloento  on  

aoooQDt  of  Mall  Shop,  1771  M 


Aos* 

flioek  and  tpob  on  hand,  Marek 
81,]898,t(B7  96}  tUick  tiooo  pur- 
ehMsd,  pay  and  board  of  overteer, 
mpain,  &c.,  9831  83 ;  $1450  68 

Baooived  amL  charged  for  arti- 
elet  eold  during  the  past    year, 

tI399  14 :  atoek  and  tools  en  hand, 
Tareh  31, 1839,  #535  13  ;  1934  S7 

Exccodiqg  the  disbursements  on 
account  ofBRiith  Shop,  474  30 

Sloek  and  tools  on  band,  Uareh 
31,  la^  fSaOO  68}  stock  einee 
pofohasod,  psjr  and  board  of  over- 
SOSK,  repairs,  kc.  $1969  18;  4090  00 

SeceivdB  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles sold  daring  tlie  past  year, 
elOl  57 ;  stock  and  tools  on  hand, 
reh  81. 16a»,  $8»7  31 ;  5348  88 

Exeeediac  the  diaborseiafiBts  on 
aeoonut  of  Cooper^  Shop,  1958  88 

Shoe  SJkM. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
81, 1838,  $907  97  ;  stock  since  pnr- 
ofaased,  pay  and  board  of  overseer,       , 
repairs.  «us.,  $411  09}  619  50 

Received  and  charged  for  wot k 
dons  iha  pastiear,  priooipally  on 
eontract,  $4093  S3 ;  stock  and  took 
00  hand,  March  31, 1839,$136  68 f  4100  91 

Exceeding  the  disbanemeots  on 
aeeonnt  of  sooe  Shop, 

0toek  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
81, 183B,  $89  00 :  stock  since  par- 
pay  ana  board  of  over- 


Ceryeitf  T*4  Skfft, 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March 

31,  1838,  $1154  71:   stock  since 

parehaeed,  pay  and  board  of  ove»> 

sear,  rapaks,  dec,  $14)6  85;      ,  95719$ 

Beosived  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles sold  during  the  past  year, 
|37I4  98  :  stock  and  tools  on  hand, 
March  3l.  1839,  $1390  30  ;  '  ' 
Exoeedinr  the  dfaburseoMitaoa 
aoeoont  of  uarpeoter's  Shop, 

TmUr*^  8k0pf 
Received  and  obarged  for  arti- 
cles made,  $9  84 ;  tools,  dee.  on 
hand,  March  31, 1899,  $6  OOj 

Roeetved  for  interest,  $16  91; 
received  for  labor  of  IniDpevs, 
$49  35;  reeeived  of  persons  visa- 
ing the  prieeo  during  the  past 
year,  $614  50; 

Total  amonot  of  receipts, 


UG3  7SI 


15M 


6B0  4&I 
$9105  5ii 


ixpiitnrrtnias. 


ssoTi  nvah%  hc^  $3754  35  -,         8636  89 


Provisluus  on  band,  Marab  81, 
»»,  ttt5  79;  pniehaead  sinon, 
$9148  60;  9S74  41 

Sold  hidee.  tallow,  neats  toogoea, 
ice.  $390  40 ;  provfsioas  on  band, 
HarehSI,  »n,f381  98;  7U  8$ 

Leavlnf  fts  the  asBoottl  esn* 


d 


n 


loran  awroBi^^lSHL 


m 


OBh«oOCicli31,lfl», 
L«TtD|  tot  thft  amoant  coosnmed. 


1574  81 
1079  38 


tlQB» 


IWntvM  tod*  Am!  on  tend* 
liKfaSI,  lan,  fSHM}  liBO* 
M  vtnte^  aad.dopiity  w«»- 
«i^  mMm,  watabmeo's  mifea 
MdnbmtMM,  Ibelaodiodilea- 

wtivad  ud  ciMirgod  for  aiti- 
eh  nld,  $48  85;  ftrndtura  «Ad 
tel  M  hud,   Haick  31,  1899, 


MvdieiMh  Ad»»  «•  haad,  March 
&«l«9B)iaI  90 ;  puichaMd  mum, 
|V  ft;  attandiaf  phnieiaa's  biU, 

IbdtdM,  Ite.  oa  haad,  Bftrek 


T«tal 


4066  4B 


^n  90 


8178  78 


163  98 
84  16 


13019 


13 

41 


PM4VfTI7MVIiM« 


ACMM. 

nOoi  Bhiith  Bbopi 
Ooopsr'B  BlMlp, 
BhotSbop,  .    .    • 
NaUSbop,  .    .    . 
Oarpaotor'tShop, 
TUloc*«  Skop, .    . 
Iateratt»     .    .    ^ 
.Labor  orLompert, 
Visitors.     .    .    . 
Total  amoant  or  ineoow,  . 


risioos. 


M74  38 

lines 

3M0  08 
177164 
1363  79 

15  84 

16  S8 
49  35 

614  S8 


-8105  54 


ForpcoT 

Clothing  and  beddin, 


1863  03 
485  90 


uioihing  and  oedaug.      .      4»D  » 
Wafes,subilstenco,lfa6l,J   037070 


Hospital,    ' '.    139  19 

Total  amoont  ofaxpindttaDi,    «    •   .    5876  13. 


GaioWlhaiBatimtaM, 3990  41 

MOSES  C.  PIUiSBUST,  ITanCm. 


7%£  Physician  of  fht  CofiMCfiatf  BUOt  PrimnrtfrnU, 

lltt  nawmoB  health  bas  prevailed  in  the  iiutitution  during^  the  past  year.  Not  a  death 
goccnned  withiD  that  period ;  aad  only  <Hie  since  the  prison  was  first  tenanted  in  Jane, 

.  TUi  depte  of  beaJdilUness  and  ez«inpiiQii  from  fhtalitj  is,  it  is  pmoaied,  uneocaiDpkMl  in 
w  hiitofy  oTprisoas. 

b  Eurppe^  ooe  deapi  in  90  or  35  is  considered  common  healthiness. 

Anbom  pnaon,  with  570  convicts,  has  lost  but  nine  the  past  year. 

The  ConnecticBi  prison,  wil|i  an  average  of  ISO  eoovicts,  has  had  but  one  death  in  nev^ 
t«D  jvneir  md  not  one  for  sixteen  months.  These  ihcts  ^ak  well  ibr  these  institnticns.  No 
■iierjpnsaiis  hsve  nver  been  so  healthy.  This  may  be  ascribed  to  the  three  ibUowing  causes, 
F*op«lly,  vix.  , 

IsL  R^^ar  and  muform  diet,  and  strict  temperance  of  the  prisoners. 

2i  Thorw^  vMitiUtion,  ajH  uniform  temperature  of  the  sbopa  and  nigfat  rooms. 

91  CoBstant  nod  regular  emt^oTawiit  dnnng  the  day. 

Din.  InthaConneoiaeiitpriaon,  the  food  and  idnnk  of  the  convicts  am  the  sapM  as  last 
nv;  ahd,  with  ^ttks  variation,  the  aama  thioQghoni  (he  year.  The  diet  established  by  the 
*<Mion,  00  4^>entng  the  institution,  is  fonnd  not  only  to  be  wholesome  and  sufficiemly  nutri* 
^  bat  cnnefnUy  very  sBlisfiictoi7  to  the  prisoners.  In  heaUb.  no  prisoacr  \m  allowed  wy 
«her  (hia(  than  water.  Coffee,  tea,  milk,  and  other  proper  fooo  an<t  drink,  are  tenished  m 
<he lick  and  iadiqwiaed.  The  opinion  which  has  so  ioe^  and  so  extensively  prevailed,  that 
l^iims  hqnoiB  coukinotbe  suodealy  abandoned  with  safety,  has,  in  the  experitepe  of  dnt 
nsiiaiioB.  been  oompletely  refilled. 

Of  the  106  oonviccs  ramnutted  to  this  prison  since  its  establishment,  90  have  acknowledgnd 
i^Mdves  to  Imve  been  knemperate,  or  ni«  known  to  have  been  so.  1  Somn  of  thes^  wera 
•nno  drinkefs ;  and  one,  in  addition  to  spirits,  had  for  17  yaars  used  laigo  mniolities  of 
^dBL  These  fnioDoers  were  deprived  of  spirits  at  once  without  a  snbstitute.  These  indi« 
^idoali  ia  whomibe  habit  was  k)ng  confirmed,  suffered  a  temporary  loss  of  appetite  and  ahnost 


&«iilegreatly  increased — the  craving  for  ^ints  gradually  subsides ;  and  after  some  Ume  had 
*h|BarUwy  acknowledged  an  hnpf^wMnt  m  their  feelings,  increase  of  bodily  strength  aad 
?iKw  01  mad.    lliese  facts  are  unportant  j  ai|d  it  is  hoped  wiM  harvo  an  influence  in  oon«et« 

a>  very  general  mistake  that  is  prevailing^  that  the  peculiar  diseases  of  drunkards  am 
le  to  oome  on  vMldenlVf  if  spirits-he  suddenly  abandoned.    With  this  erroneous  impresriott 
■»7  have  resprtnd  to  suntiintea  and  preven^ves^  which  only  changed  the  stidbhis  without 


ViiTiLATiQH.  In  additk>n  to  the  former  expedients  for  ventSfrtton,  a  ftitnace  has  befn 
^nKHHieAlir  the  doqble  oh^d  of  regulating  the  temperature  of  the  prison,  and  stilt  mote 
■portant  pnrpoHPof  focdng  »  constant  supply  of  pure  air  into  th«  greaihall. 

EnrunrHEjrr.   Tha  subject  t£  employment  was  adverted  to  in  the  Rapott  of  latf  yMr^ 


ttS  FBiSON  DBMVUirB  S^CDKTT. 

4mA  alio  m  thrraport  of  the  direeion.  Another  yMr's  exparienoe  hoa  taaMnutd  tSi  wm 
Jbteer  opimooi  on  the  lubject,  and  satined  ua  of  cm  imsoriance  of  labor  both  to^baahh-aad 
4faeipliM.  SAMUEL  H.  WOODWARD, 

A<P|UL,  1^  1889.  PiiytlmM. 


fxfroeto  from  the  Fourth  Repmi  tf  the  Managers  €fthe^Hou»e  ofB/tftige  in 

Jxew  York. 

^.  Previously  to  thQ  establusfament  of  the  house  of  refiige.  there  ^ere  more  than  five  hundred 

.voung  persons  annually  committed,  in  the  ciQr  of  New  York^  either  as  criminaJs  or  vananta. 

Now  the  officera  of  justice  do  not  find  bidf  that  number,  of  these  descriptions :  eo  inat  tba 

•Effects  of  the  institution  are  not  onlv'&lt  by  those  who  are  commitled  to  its  e^ife,  dm  the  com* 

'iQfiunitv  at  larse  feels  its  beni^  inmience  tn  the  dhninution  of  crime. 

'    If  tncre  coiud,  at  this  time,  be  a  questfon  as  to  the  humaninr  and  justice  of  the  lastltutioo, 

'ttie  Condition  of  th^  objects  of  its  care,  previously  to  and  after  they  are  received  into  the 
Ibuse  d*  refuge,  might  ne  exhibit«d.-»lt  has  happened  that  when  one  has  been  <|iiesiioQed 
as  to  his  former  course  oX  life,  and  asked  how  he  obtain^  means  of  siikMistenee>  be  horn  an* 

.iwered, '  by  hssg^ng  and  steeJiDg/  with  amiarently  as  Utile  consciousness  thai  he  was  making 
*  disgracend  comession,  as  tf  he  had  said  that  to  had  found  a  support  from  ettne  honest 

^BnuMoyment. 

^'  In  almost  every  case — ^we  do  not  asy  in  all  ehses*— the  discipline  of  the  insBtttthJaa  worics  a 
feformalion.    Tm  moral  ikcuJties  are  awakened,  the  thoughts  of  the  young  oflTender  are 

'^teracd^  6ften  with  regret,  npon  hi^  past  Kfej  and  he  is  led  to  resolve  on  a  better  course. — -The 
transition  is  of  a  being  from  a  life  of  want,  ignorance,  idleness,  corniplioo,  and  hopelessness, 

'tothe  ei\jeyments  t&  tne  refogc  of  comfort,  to  Htsb  relief  which  is  afiortfed  to  the  mind,  by 

"leonstant  and  usefiil  empfeyment,  to  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  to  the  hope  of  obtaining 
«n  honest  living,  and  ta  the  consolations  of  religion. 
'    It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  several  of  those  who  appeared  the  Wost  depraved,  wTien  thrV 

^^efbbe  roto  the  n^g«,  and  for  soane  time  aflecward  appeared  incorrigible^  have  subsequently 
given  the  best  hopes  of  their  entire  reformation. 

Since  the  establishment  was  opened,  on  the  first  of  January,  1825,  to  the  commenceraent 
of  the  present  year,  five  hundred  and  iwen^-sevens^Mects  have  been  received ;  of  these, 
two  htmdred  and  seventy-five  have  been  bound  out,  and  of  the  latter  only  twemy-two  have 
been  returned  on  aeoMnt  of  the)r  having  given  dissatisfibetfcta  In  those  to  Who'i^  they  ^-ere 
apprteficed. 

If  several,  l^tances  reformed  youths,  aAef  an  absence,  which  they  wer£  coa&cioos  fbey 
hadadvantageousW  employed,  have  presented  iheinsi^ves  to  greet  those  to  whose  care  they 
m^  indebted,  witii  filial  aBfcction,  and  with  fiill  hearts  to  express  their  gratitude..  .  .  ; 
f  It  will  be  seen,  that  \tiough  the  managers  chicfiy  ffcly.fvwa ftyMem.eeiBocal  diAcipline,  jnt 
no4erate  corporeal  chastiMmeni  iftmn  pfohibiied.  A  rarely  happens^  butlbcre  are  soom 
noHues  who  can  be  made  to  feel  on)y  thtMh  their  cospofeai  Mnsee  t  and  ^uMotogea^  have 
net  been  willing  to  suffer  these  to  be  sacrince4  to  notions  of  ulim^phBaithropy,  W^ch  wooJd 
^haljsh  all  punishments.  •  <. 

^  The  introdnctiorif^the  Supervision  of  a  eatnmiitee  of  ladies,  f^r  ^  ftmale  <ii»paitmen<, 
itfan'improvemenr,  the  benefits  of  which  ase  constantly  f^h.  .,  ' 

^There  have  beeti  in  the  house  of  refuge,  during  the  last  year,  itMohMlieg  thaae  wliatipfre 
lelf  there  the  prec«()ing  ye|r,  three  hundred  and  tlurty -seven  boys  eod  oiris^tef  whom  ene 
hun^ir^  and  rorty'^ughtfiave  been  boand  out,  and  one  hundred  and  sia^^one  miaaiimJ  at 
the  close  of  ^the.ycab  it' 

It  is  te  be  regretted  that  this  'MpWt  cannot  be  dosed,  withiotit  lidveMing  io  a  subject, 
which  is  very  far  fix>m  affordineany  grounds  of  saiisfection  \  it  isthe  state  or  ^  flmds  ^hai 
the  revenue  of  the  institution. --This  establishment  must  be  considered  as  an  integral  part  of 
the  penitentiary  system  which  has  been  adopted  h^  tbie  State ;  it  may  be  said  to  oe  the 
foundation  cm  which  the  whole  snperstructare  rests }  and  there  can  be  no  move  reason  to  be- 
lieve ,{hal4be  I^qgiakiliise  wiiliaitMiBiri  fMltn  it  an  fuleqiiate  support,  than  there  is  to  behere 
Aat  tiiey  will  abandon  the  |innci|iica  of  a  penal  code/  meh  MMts  the  adirancemi^nt  of  man- 
kind in  Knowledge,  civilization,  and  humanity.   •  ' 

Tba  iDBn8gei«,^whHe  on  thts^  wbjcct,  b»' leave  to  present  soAie  exfracts'irom  a  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  Seiiate^wliieh  introducea  the  law  of  1826. 

The  committee  say,  "There  i^  hariily  a  chilcTwho  will  be  (ioh^mned  to  die  house  of 
rduge,jwho,  if  leA  to  the  course  wlueh  will  briw  him  there,  would  not  finally  become  a 
charge <to  the  State  as  a  conv^cU-M^oe  person,  m  particular,  who  is  now  confined  in  the 
prison  9t  Aiiburp,  was  first  convicted  When  h^  was  <JUiy  ten  yetBi^etd^add-  4mb  thke,  at  d^ 
ferent  tknes,  been  tweniM^ight  years'a  conviqt,  supperte<i  by  the  State  at  aji  expense  of  not 
less  thah  two  thonmVid  doihiFl."  '^'^  "         .  '. 

**'$ince  the  house  of  refuge  was  opened/  continues  the  «ame>ebOrt,  "the  number  «f 

««Hldiifcn  who  hhvc  bceti  Btioqgnl  to  flic  bat  or  the  criimaal'couAa  in  New  Yoik,  has  * ^ 

^Hhet*it)por!!<iinoCfoti^,t6.9ne.''..  :,  .  ^  j.  .  .  .         *    ^  ^ 


myOHTH  KBPOKT**  189^' 


«7 


h 

been 


>  «h0  amgWiiMnre  only  to  aay,  thai  they  denre  iiaiUarwire  iha  t)>*  om^ 
namaary  to  tuppoit  the  intlituiioii ;  and,  relying^  oo  tba  obporitioii  which  hH 
tH  aiaiinBtlad  by  tha  LMulatorey  to  aupporl  an  establishment  which,  the 
was  justly  chamcierizeaby  the  late  Governor,  as  "  the  best  peataiiiaiy 

'     *  by  the  wit,  and  estaoKshed  by  the  benefioence  of  man.''^ 


Mliiig  two  hnadrad  and  swenty 

Mill  liaiui  ercottna  yara,    . 

SUitoHids*. .        «        .        .        . 


I  nm  is  the  betliv  paif% 


Rtpoit  of  Work  done  by  the  F^maUs, 

A  iaieawnl  of  the  woik  performed  by  the  female  sntjects  in  the  hoose  of  wRige  from  D»> 
(obtrim,  ieS7,  to  thvfiot  orDocenh«r»  l(SB,  iochwva,  via.     ' 

tboo-               Brown  Ainrooi,     .              •              .       .  ,  47 

170,000  Bvown 'Apffooi  for  Boys,       •       .       «       .  • 

488  Niffat  Caps, 40 

980  Night  QMnia» 1ft 

Whits  Aprooih 35 

JsQioeUL         ,,«...       ^  9 

Brown  Tow«b, ,53 

Brown  Ro>ters, SO 

Pillow  CsMi, V 

Bod  Tielu,    .•••••.«  80 

MattrsMM, TI 

Osraotinf )  vsfds  of^ '    •        >       «  45 

OaOts  fee  BoipiUl, 10 

BUnketfl  meadod, •  f^ 

Bod  Ticks,  oMNulKi, 90 

The  Qumber  of  stoddngs  mended  were  to  numerous,  that  to  have  kept  an  account  of  them 
■oqU  have  proved  tedious. 

Washing  and  baluag*  are  two  brandies  of  no  inooosiderable  importance.  The  washiiM^  on- 
IB  average  has,  during  the  year,  amounted  to  about  eight  hundred  pieces  per  week,  ana  the 
MKfing  of  the  same.  In  addition  to  the  above  estimate  of  woik.  there  is  to  be  oonsiderad  aU 
%  dooMHlic  work  ralative  to  themselves,  and  the  keeping  in  order  the  female  department, 
^  cookiqg,  mending  fer  themselves,  cleaning  house,  £c.  ^lc,  of  which  there  cannot  m  a 
lUBute  account  given. 


kMQ«I)aik  Faalalesastfaads,.  .       .       »  lU 

^mdafeiMUf,   ......  113 

WgoUMPsntalooos,     .        .        .     *  .        .  tt 

Woonea  laekStB, .99 

Am*  Air  Celb.  madft, .       1       ...  00 

ftMUlhrHo^pitaL 10 

WkiitV8flDvlbw,iMdSk      ....  70 

CbiM      *►.       do.    .       .       .       .       .  » 

CilmF^afte, 0 

Chi^Ai. 81 

^  M 


Wtrk  done  by  the  Boy, 


Brmn  MttSL  Mmm^mUmry, 
OTuMftad  sins,  1&«G00  M.  which  afvrara  300 
*«»ad  par  weak;  ^^  ^^ 


OUv-  BoUam  JtaiutfdeUny. 
0am  ehair  bottomi,  10,684,  or  007  doaro. 
h  will  be  fMrioNlood  that  tho  eane  fa  dreised,. 
■i  tks  ftaaaa  fer  tiM  isata  iMfds  by  tha  boys. 

900  3GaUo»ZlnBfJohnB.  . 
SOf^  }i  do,  do» 
TOO  1  do.  do. 
400  I  do.  do. 
VO  '  oaait  do. 
Bnuh  ^^Muptetarji, 


M 
U 
l( 


*Hair  Bruabaa. 

-OlathBiMhaB. 
<M  dnM  Tooth  Bnahos. 
MdosBo  Bafctasa' Brashes. 
V  dinen  fi^cubbisg  firnahaa. 


00  doasn  Cnanh  Braahaa. 
0000  weight  Bristlos,  aasortad  and  flwahsdi 
500  pound  Briatlaa,  picked. 
1000  weight  Bristlof »  waahod  and  Uaachad. 

CarpeiK«r*«  Sk9p. 
Soap  boxoa,  for  shipplog,  .  .    151^407 

Windsor  do.  ....  I,7fi0 
Larga  brown  do.  ....  9,969 
Coidla  daw        .       ^       .       .      l^^tt 


CacM^       .  .    ,    • 

nimpfl,      .... 
For  domottlc  naa, 

'  100  Arils, 'jaokot  and  trowaof  fbr  winter     ^ 
400  pairs  canvas  trowaoA  fcr  r*-'— —  ■        ' 
lOGafa. 


8TATBMSKTS. 


^^  v«ca  ia  tha  bows  wbsn  tha  last 

wMmade, 

**  »tow  prenooB^  dispoMd  of,  tbaie  hava 
^  WMi  retuinuu,  .  •  .  «  • 
wtivad  daring  the  past  year,   « 


g«ko«  Usn  Imps  hwQ  aadsomad, 

J«"«ad  to  ftioodi,    ... 
«^totbaahi,^»use,.     . 

■^isthahSQsa,       ;    ^       r       . 

2f 


148 

« 

13 

7 
101 


.1 


161 

17 
ISO" 
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Thaoomhsraraabjasts  focaivsd  Mtd  lbs 
hooaaof  lofhfB^aiaeaoaff  laatfoport,*       » 


Committad  b^  tba  following  antboritiMj^ia* 
Conunuaiooort,       «'     •       « 
PoVico,    . 

New  York  fleaaions, 
Brooklyn  Soffliona,  . 
Albany  Bea«ion«,  . 
Utka  Saastona, 
Mowboigh  Baailona, 
SchohanaOjStsna 

' 130 

Of  tbo  abovo  nnmbor,  nlnsty-^hrae  ara  forolffiwsp, 
or  Che  children  of  foreignarf,  and  tba  '^"firing 
aikty-atx  aia  of  Amarleatf  panotaga. 


45 
8 
3 
9 
1 
1 
1 


/■ 


''  '    •  ■' 

,  ,  ,. 

'fbe  inspectora  of  the  stale  priaoft  >i  AuUira  rmwftfaHy  wpoit, 

Thai  ibe  expcadiuiraB  for  •  the  gencnl  Kipfbit  of  ibe  pHsbff  dui^ii^  (he  ye^  codinr  the  Slst 
day  of  October,  1838.  amotuiied  to  .       .       k-  f33^71  84 

DunaclheeaiiMpenod  there  was  reeeived    .  .-      .    $SiB$9i'Zl 

7«  Ihw  muM  b»  added,  in  (he  haada  of  die  agent,  MM  October,  18tr7^  fptjUA  dd  J|S8|a67  tt 

teanriag  in  the  baiHls  of  the  agent.  Slat  Oc*eberria28>     .       <  5^,1d5'ft 

•n  the  first  day  uf  Januaiy  last^htffi^  was  fA  (be  trcaso^  a  bttlhflceof  c^  P^^T^kMi^  ^^pi^p^ 
tion  for boildinr, of         .     '  .'  \    •'    ,•  i     •  !'    *  •     .  f«     ,»    ,    <       ^rSf^ 

1*eLeg«rHi!*UiSwifiltef«dddrf't</thte'ftuid;    .'  .'     .     '.       .     .  ♦,.  .;    J^. 

And  also  ap{iropriated  for  oixii&airy  YdpaSty  of  Ab  j^l^son',  a)D()  w  l!^  ^|p<*t^'  of  .       ,  l. 
dischmgiJdcoBvittt/    '.  •'.'•.,.•     .-     '"•       •       •'■•..       V» 


'I  1 


Making  a  find  for  objetnsabo^  staled,  ,  '    f}^ 

This  ^^  \v6A  been  expended  for  Uie  pivposes  ^gf^,  anfl.wiia  all  dobr  aceoonttsd  for  m. 
th(SM^orhptroIIet  on  the  31st  day  of  last  October^  suio^,  which,  the  agepi  has  Hot  oaly  fM  sA 
(he  ordinary  c*urrent  ex|)^Qse»  for  general  support  from  jthe  earning:!  of  coaviclar  hut  alaa  km 
the  repairs  of  the  prison  and  appuitcuaaccs,  ami  the  cx{»f;i^.  of  discharged  coavieHk-  i  > 
'  Oil  (he  niglit  or  the  2dd  day  of  (Xiober  last,  ai^  ajarm^ing  ore  brvhe  am  io  a  pahM  ilNp>  is 
(he  aorth  yard  of  the  prisob,  whicb  was  connected  >y^j^.luq4>ocajE|dia.wQod4bti[L  'tmut 
erections  were  contiguous  to  the  north  wing 'of  tbe^  orison,  and  extended  neaAyilawfatie 
ieiieth,  akid  weix^  placed  in'  iHa(  posii^u^  for  the  Waat.ot  rooi7i.ieiSQW,han.-      ■   • 

'liesnrdes  conkiming  the  building  spoken  of,  wiAi  their  contents,  the  are  destroyed  «hh»  «C. 
the  windows  and  wooden  iraaoes  of  tbe  north  whw,  Md  -shiittQ^  ti^Dieosalh*4t*  ( 
d#^.eaps,  itarts,  and  rilis,  which  had'beea  imudiciously  used  iapt^^of  ai^  «ia«a, 

The  a^iount  of  damages  which  (bo  State,  ban  jMistaiaed  by  th)a  Vf^x9vm^^i^ 
sMed,  b6t,  coA^d^ring  th^  direct  loss  of  biiilai^  and  other  maieriak,  (he  iniei 
faniiMss,  and  odier  consequential  damages,  which  are  of  ari.!ijifttcenaSo  charwtlH^  lh»hHb>IHlie . 
olate  Will  probably  be  from  three  to  four  tuou^^  doUajr;^    •    :      : 

"Cotrtractors  lo8(  about  two  thousand  doUara.  .    .,  ■    /         -     y        * 

It  is  ptDper  to  remark,  that  as  the  fire  enaangered  jhe  .^ve«  or  the  (QDayict»>  in  their-  -cetk, 
thfey  Were  all  taken  out,  and  employed'  from  aumt  rotdiigli(  uU  i]tea|-)y  auimie  Uiaa«gKi  aa^ci^ 
tng  'm  suppressing  aod  exuaguisbiog  (he  fire,    pio^ccaaiou  QOuUt  have  so  ^vorabjv  nbibited 
(heiSstripiine  orthe 'convicu,  without  whose  exertions, ill  is. feared,  (ha  fira  qoum  jMt  Mvt  • 
fcs^  arrested  m  its  progress' through  the  main  buildings  of  (he  prisof),  .  ^ . 

Hie  most  astonishmr  order  was  preserved.  ui(^.nQ.^«|)^  or  aUempl  to  escap«.waa  asadft 

7(  wfll  b6  observed  Uia(  we  have  had  no  fund  ui  (he  treasury  io  oe&a^  (h<a  cyp^yny  oC.i^ 
ptfh(,'  and  of  dischaired  convict^^  since  the  SiM  orOc(ober  last..  ,  • 

Notwilhsfaiidinr  (he  ordinary  as  well  as  the  above  meotioDcd  extraordioaiy  repairs  (hai.. 
will  be  required,  the  agent  believes  that  no  appropriations  hy  Hu^  Pj^i^^t,  X^giflqlupa  JIJU  |w 
necessary,  and  none  will  b^^soJicM. 

Oh»  (he  fim  ^S^'f^^r  ^W*  (hece  were  £86  convic(s  m  (his  prieoo,  and  oh  the  Cm 

been  174  convic(s  received ;  9  have  died,  44  haT<e 


discharged  by  (he  lixpirattoil  df  their  sentencea,  wd  76haye^beca  ^afyfaoej.  ^  -    »  )'  /^  >    \ 
There  are  now  as  many  convic(s  as  can  b6  ccmiSnea  separately  m  the  north  wis|^ ;  aad  M 


is  scarcelv  necessary  to  state  tha(  iho  sooth  ming^wfu  jubL  dosfgiMi^  Af  solitair  coi 
The  nujnber  of,  coovicfts  cannot  (hercfore  be  iacreaaed  here  a^nsisten^jii  mk^  mats 
cdors(s  aiid  corrdtt  cCscipline,  until  a  ^lew  faJpck of .pel)^  shfil  be:CW«niaied,'ei(aer>h> 
(h^  south  win^  or  o(herwise.  .  « 

On  the  subject  of  female  convicts,  much  has  been  heretofore  said,  and  we  will  now  iMilv^idd 
to  the  fotlewlng  eitraik  Aom  a  meinaria}  presented  to  (he'tast  Legislature  by  die  Bj(ent,' the 
simple  remark,  that  we  consider  the  protisioD  madd  for  female  convicts  to  be  m  bbt  upoo  » 
&ar<faaraotprofthe8ta(e.  J 

.''  The  ouiy  piece  wha«  the  foaaales  cad  be  oonfiiied,'aad  commaiiieation  whk  Ae  mJe 
convicts  prevented,  is  a  laige  single  room  Six  the  at(|c  ^iart  of  (he  snuth  wuig,a]id  the  yf^ 
dows*  of  which,  even  there,  are  nec^ssariYv  closed  at  alfseasooiyto  prevent  cominuiriinttiDO 
wi(hdhe  male  coavicts,  with  which  tbt  endfe  wing  v;  snrronnd^ 

Here  there  are  already  crowded  tocether  mnn  (hnn  iwanij  fonples,  of  all  agea,  colon, 
andorunM,  wi(hou(  |hQ  means  of  discipSDe  or  useful  employnwpt.  "  >  - 

/Tlil  is  (hp  oatline  of  a  picture  of  human  dcKradauoo  which  the  imagination  can  iscaroe^  - 
fit)  up  (0  the  reality.    And  if  many  more  shall  be  dmnm  into  ihi8-rec^p^uuia«f  ^iiviMdi«dn«BS 
andsin;  physical  as  well  as  moraf  death  wiU  be  th»  inofrataUa  consoqueapa*         ^ 
'  The  uDder«(gned  represented  (o  (he  late  Gov.  Clinton,  the  lamentable  condiuoQ  ^faiak  "- 
^victs,  and  the  manifest  and  noss  imppcipriety^ef,  (bar  ever,  beings  fonfined  in  (Iw  sane 

AjA  with  mal0  0Qnvic(s,  and  (hat  dtstimnugbed  Btaig^roap  jrjsc^ad  thn  .^i^ect  10  (he . 

^'imtor^J^  s(rQO|;  aq4 ^ible  language.'^  .     .    >  /:  ^ 


potmt^ 'Rcro^T — 1829.  31U 

We]nvef]|Dhipetoftrod«niifdiioipdiity  to  spaak  of  the  fitMiti.  aoC  to  aay  ii(|ttdkioiif , 
enrase  of  toe  paraoQiug  power,  and  wiU  dow  only  add  the  following  mcts : 

In  IBiSf  then  were  8li  ooovids^erdaMd  in  tJ^  prison,  the  nverage  number  being  4S6. 

Id  1827, 43  were  pardoned  fiom  an  avera^  number  of  476  5  and  in  1828, 76  were  par- 
doned fitND  an  arerage  number  df  648>  mikuig  the  aggregate  of  pardons  at  this  prison  in 
4ne  jvan  20(5^  while  during  the  same  period  there  »tve  only  l!a,  the  terms  of  whose  seo- 
VKtf^  ex|Med.    Does  this  exhibit  the  prompt^  steady,  and  uoiionir  execution  of  the  hiws  f 

IV  df^ree  ^  hefltUh'Whtch  has  prevailed  in  this  makituftion  fimr  several  years  past,  probebty 
ttwnes  BBvin  the  world  of  an  equal  number  of  ooaviols ;  the  number  of  patiaats  omflned 
u  ue  hospital  being  about  one  per  cent.,  and  the  number  of  deaths  one  and  a  half. 

Of  Uk  nine  deaths  during  toe  last  year^  two  only  were  occasioned  by  ibver,  and  three 
otben  were  occasioned  by  diseases  which  ihe  convicts  brought  with  them  to  prison,  as  will 

TV  by  a  rcfbreiicG  to  the  ph\'sician's  report  hereto  annexed. 
15  ao  interesting  fact,  that  there  dre  few  Indian  convicts  who  can  long  endure  00Qfinifr> 
aen  without  destroying  their  healthy  and  depressing  their  spirits.  1 

Todiow  the  moral intloencc  of  this  institution  upon  the  convicts,  we  refer  with  greai  satis*  I 

Idioa  to  the  annexed  statement  concerning  the  characters  <^  discharsed  convicts,  the  facts  i 

>  wludi  statement  have  been  collected  with  great  labor  and  consideraMe' expense.  I 

Tbe  agrnt  expresses  to  us  his  acknowledgment  for  the  able  and  eflScient  assistance  of  the 
iwdfnt  chapMn,  hi  prnmring  these  two  vaui^le  documents,  as  also  for  bis  discreet,  feithfiii^ 
■d  JMasAiiaf  services  in  hb  appropriate  departrtient.  The  Sabbatli  school,  which  is  under 
VfCBRai  saperintendence,  is  highly  flotriShiag,  and  embraces  125  scholars. 

Ob  ihe  ml^ecf  ef  a  rail-road  to  connect  this  prison  with  the  Erie  canal,  we  will  only  refer 
isiksdocnneois  Ai  fhe  joomais  of  the  last  legislature,  and  add,  that  another  year's  experi* 
CMC  has  firihr  sastaitaed  the  views  and  facts  therein  presented. 

hcoadqMff)  we'lM^  leave  to  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  compen- 
etioQ  paid  to  the  sub^tfinate  officers  and  guard  of  the  prison,  and  moie  partjcujariy  to 

hh  Akoh  for  those  tvho  are  not  personally  acquamted  with  the  sul^ect,  duly  to  appce* 
°sie  ibe  charteter  and  services  of  these  men. 

hiiaol  the  men;  duty  of  a  common  soldier,  that  our  gnaard  are  required  to  pei&rm.  TbetnisL 
''■pwd  in  ihem  is  of  en  important  character,  requiring  judgment,  fidelity,  And  vigilance.— 
»*y  oighi  Ihey  here  in  charge  Ae  keys  of  the  whole  institution ;  and  upon  their  honesty  and 
*>MmlM8s  depends  its  safety  from  fire,  firom  the  nocturnal  incursions  of  discharged  convicts, 
V  other  dsfing  villains  fix)m  without.  And  to  a  certain  degree,  the  lives  of  officers  and  con- 
y  ITS  pat  tnfo  the  feee;^  of  die  guard}'  they  shoold  therefore  be  men  of  cbaractari< 
Mr  fiunffies,  and  a  stake  in  society. 

Am  is  it  reasonable  to  SQOpdse  that  such  men  can  be  obtained  for  jfl8  per  month,  and 
^rti^Bat  the  teesi  pen^uisite  in'board  or  otherwise  from  the  prison  t  Experience  has  admon* 
^  in  that  it  cannot  be  done. 

Jft  ikerefore,  iik  behalTof  the  public  interest  9nd  safety,  do  respectfolly  hut  earnestly  sohcit, 
vf  a  law  may  btf  }msHBd,  alkmmg  the  agent  to  pay  the  guard  twenty -nve  dollars  per  montli^ 
<^  ame  as  die  seneant  of  the  guard  is  now  paid,  there  being  no  suiScient  reason  for  bis  re- 
'■h^  more  tlKD  the  rest,  their  duties  being  equal. 

Aflnhidi  if  leapeetihllT  sobmitted. 

E.WILUAMB, 

HORACE  HIXXS. 

J.  H.  HARDENBERGH. 

'       '  WALTER 

mfidor'iqfifejBtArntod,Aubitrn,lUJ<m,t8S9. 

To  tlislnstfiseiois  of  the  Aubam  BtatePHiott. 
^•iLtmitf-iH  teporting  the  state  of  liealdi  in  the  prison,  it  will  be  graliA  Hig  to  the 
Wihoimt,  tobe-asMirddtbat  a  slaito  of  health  exists  amongst  the  convicts,  fhlly  equal  to 
<s  average  of  o^r  citizens. 

Jaooaiy,       .        ,       ,       ..       .  4  July,     .•..-.       4 

Wmry,    *.'....  5  August,        . 

with, .       ...       .  6  September, . 

ipril,   .       •     J  •  •  6  October,      . 

W,    ,.,...  6  November,  . 

w,    .  .  4  December,  . 

l%e  dathi  in  18S8  ore  miM  in  manner ^  vit. 

Asthoay  SaaaoQci,  Indian,  Wtmury  18,  diseased  brain :  David  Fritz,  February  t8,  fever : 
{TOs  CM,  AvrD  0,  consmnpdon :  Ahna  Hunt,  May  10,  consumption :  Isaac  Smith, 
{^  9.  oaesuuipUoii !  Isaac  Ayres,  June  6,  infiammation  of  the '  bram  :  John  M*Niel, 
9t  tT,  coBSttmpihm:  Lawimce  Qnackanboss,  August  16,  consumption:  EKzabfih 
'Vtau,  Oeiobcr  16,  fev^. 

w^  «bo«e  eeses,  Thomas  CSaric,  Ahna  Himt.nd  baac  Smith,  came  to  the jnison  affect- 
«<  «nh  the  tlinafea  of iHM  tbc7  died.  JOHN  G.  MCmGAN, 

JiscAaT  1, 18S9.  PKyneian  eaJ  Surgem. 
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PRISOK  DISCiPLtNE  ^CfCIETT. 


» 


jShtbum  Report  to  tke  LegisUOmv,  18SS. 

Of  (ho  wboto  number  of  convicts  examined  on  their  disdianm  from  prisofe,  there  were 
OBtier  the  age  of  20,  six ;  between  20  and  30,  •eventy-se\'en }  90  and  40.  forty ;  40  and  jO, 
thuty-ihree ;  fiO  «nd  GO,  fifieen }  60  and  70,  five  j  70  and  80.  two.— Total,  178. 

In  rtgm  to  «diaoatioa  when  they  came  to  prison,  the  ioUowii^  will  exhibit  a  varbner 
outline  ^^Decent  common  ednoation,  115.  Edudaiim  very  poor,  SJ.  Na  educatien,  26.  A 
great  portion  of  the  two  latter  fhmi  haw  been  instructed  in  the  prison  Sahbaih  school,  and 
t9ngbt  to  read,  and  many  of  (hem  to  write  and  cipher. 

Deprived  orjparents.when  young,  or  left  them  before  they  were  of  age,  65.  More  or  ]m 
iutemperale,  87. 

Aihtm  Reportjor  18S9. 

Under  the  age  of  20,  four ;  between  20  and  90,  fifty ;  30  and  46,  thirty-oine;  40  and  SO, 
twenty ;  fiO  aadeO,  seven ;  60  and 70,  throe  j  70 and  80,  none  i  80 and  9(),  iwo.--To(al,  135. 

Of  decent  education,  49.  Very  fioor  education,  47.  No  edooalion,  27,  Intemperate^  lA- 
Parents  died  when^yoiing,  or  left  their  parents  before  of  age,  44. 

Charadtr  of  eonviets  who  have  been  dischargtd  from  the  Jhtbum  priaoi^  a$  tUitd 
by  Postmasters,  Sheriffs^  and  others^  in  M«  State  <^  Ksw  York,  in  snmBsr  to 
Mttrs  addressed  to  Mem  from  the  prison^  hif  the  Mgemt  and  Chaplam.  This 
urformalUm  hoeing  been  obtained  carefully,  three  years  in  snceessioni  in  smstMr 

.   to  abf<9U  four  thousand  letters. 


W.fli 
C.E. 
W.C. 
.  A.B. 
A»  M*  B. 
B.W. 
P.D. 
W.P. 
J.C, 
L.  K.' 

u. 

J.O. 

0.8. 

i.8. 

I.  M. 

H.C. 

J.C. 

^%*- 

X,C. 
p.  tL 

i.s. 

A.B.     : 
ft.  A.      . 

JTd. 
J.J. 

J.G. 

D.P.MJV. 

M.fl. 

4. 1.  H. 

H.  D.  X«. 

J.B. 

^.P. 

S.S. 

C.8. 

£.C.D.. 

uvr, 

W.M.  Om 

O.  M. 
A.  B. 

A.  P. 

e.£.   . 

D.T. 

s.B.a 

1.8. 
O.F. 


CKsM.  Before  eomaUien* 


BINCE  IMBCHABGfiD. 
i»l^  and  1887.  A 1888. 


Forgery. 
Burglary. 
Ct.  mooey. 
Poryery. 
FMitlaroeny. 
Gou.  to  efaeat. 
Fbrcery. 
G.  urceny. 
O.  larceny. 
G.  lareeny. 
Ct.  money. 


ST'- 


laroeoy 
I^rjury. 
Feloay. 
G.  larceny 


Infempemto. 

Habits  good. 

Intonperale. 

Not  good. 

Uiieteady. 

lotemperste. 

Not  koown. 

Dichooest. 

ChsTacter  good. 

Steady. 

An  idw  proflSgate. 

Habiufiad. 

Bad. 

Bad. 


Be?«rao  of  bad. 
COndaeti  wkb  prop. 


intaapetate. 

Goodneifkbir. 
ImproTcd. 


Unsteady. 

,  _         Indoloot,  vicious. 

Attempt  to  rape.  Very  intemperate. 
Manalaughler.    Notoriouily  bad . 
G.  laroeoy.         Not  |uiown. 
Aa.  to  jpiuder.   Very  abandoned. 
Anton. '  Pletl^Adr* 

At.  to  break  jail,  inte^toperate. 
Manilaaghler*  Intemperate. 
Forgery.  Habitual  dnink&rd 

Ct.  mooey.         Not  luiown. 
Forgery.  Not  known. 

Aid.  to  br.  jail.  Not  good. 
Petit  laieeny.     Very  intemperate. 
Araoa.  Not  known. 

pBrjnry.  Drunken. 

AfMuft  to  tape.  Not  kiiown. 


Pbrjory. 
■  Forgery. 
Perjury* 
Forgery. 
AraoQ. 
Araon. 
Ct.  money. 
Burglary. 
Ct.  money. 
G.  laroenf . 
Forgery. 
O.  larceny. 
Manalaughteri 
6,  laroaay. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  laaeeay, 
G.  taroeny. 


Not  known. 
Intempofate. 
A  bad  man. 
Intemperate. 
Bepnution  bad. 
Very  intemperato« 
Not  good. 
Very  bad. 
WorthlaM. 

DMn  in  prison. 

Habits  bad. 

Notjinown. 

Intemperate. 

Intetaapemta. 

Intemperate. 


,.         Very  bad. 

Manslaughter.    Intemperate* 
As.  toaorder.  Very  intemperate. 


Regular,  sober. 
Industrious. 
More  temperate. 
Conduct  good. 
Condoet  good. 
Conduct  good. 
Gomloet  good. 
Same  a^  betate* 
Deranged. 

Steady,  indostrtone.    Steady,  inJuitoUma. 
Steady,  industrieas.    Good  eharaeter. 
Impro«ed<  Bsttor  tfaa»  before. 

Bad. 

Unlet  and  lespestable.Mock  refowaed. 
Habits  correct.  More  reapeetable. 

Mneh  improved.         Reclaimed. 
Somewhat  imprt>¥ed.  Relapsed. 
Greatly  impro¥edk 
Unffortnly  honest. 

A  reformed  man.        Stilt  appeara  ao. 
fJnffbrmly  godd. 

Not  m^ch  improved.  Abottt  the  samek 
Greatly  im)^v«d. 

.  Habits  still  bad.  HaMta  aMH  bad.      ' 

Indostftous,  ordefrff .  Orderly  eitiam. 
Industrious,  orderly. 
Better  eitiaen.  Orderly  citiaen. 

Appents  reformed. ' 
A  goodeharaotee. 
Drunken  fellow. 
Steady.  ioduelrHiai« 
GkvOo  etttaen. 
<?ondnetbad. 
No  wU«  improved. 
0iea(iT.  inousci  looa. 
Nothmg  nafavorable 
Steady,  induetrlous. 
HaMbi  goad. 

Ooodoex  good.  PloQs. 

In  Jail  ante.  Now  in  thie  prieoa. 

Hornet,  tkirobaraet«v.Oharaeiet  md. 
Bad.  ■^. 

Bad.   , 

Not  fnipiuved. 
Nothing  improper^ 

Very  gmxl  cWmeter.  Steady,  good  eithMm 
Very  good  efaaiaeter.  Stanly,  good^Maaa. 
Very  iftwd  ebara—t.  Bteady,  good  oitlas^ 
Sntpeeted.  Btoady,  good  oMMa. 

Muob  improved.  Steady,  good  eitiasn. 
Sober,  diaeraet  nan.  Steady,  good  eiliasB. 


JaoT.  18tf. 
Mar.  Ism. 
inly,  IBS. 
B^A.  18& 
Aug.  KSB. 
8ept.l8B. 
Mar.  IBM. 
f>by.litt. 
Jaoy.  MS. 
SepLiaC 
Oct.   18M. 


Mar.  Ml* 

Joae,lUk 
'Ape.  M^ 

Janr.  1^ 
Mat.  IHL 
Jua»,lMI. 
Juno,  1819. 
•July,  I^. 

Mm!  m. 

Aiig.lM. 
Apr.  IHM. 
Fsby.l8lt 
Apr.  Iflg. 
Not.  Itt. 
July,  IM. 
Jany.  IW.  i 
Mar.  laM. 
Mar.  18M. 
Die.  IBM., 
OeL  IfSL 
Oct.   MM^ 

Aug.  iHki 
Sset.  1B19. 
My.  18Mb 
Not.  ItJM. 
Aptv  UM. 

July,  18W.' 

Mar.  Ifl^l 
Apr.  liim,\ 
Aps*  IMi. 
Aag.  18Mb 
Nov.  laSL 
Apr.  MM. 
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VOQRTB  9F^ET — 1830, 


m 


cu 

Ct.  moMf. 

ForfBTf. 

O.lafoeajr. 

6.  huceny. 
Bigmmjr, 


Braaking  jail.     Suspected. 
MJsdemeaDor.     IntempeMo. 


UKk.       Crimt, 

ILH. 

IM.C. 

LB. 

i.C. 

B.R. 

J.& 

IK. 

w.p. 

i.B. 
IC. 
J.L 
tA. 
8.a 
F.D. 
F.H. 
P.Y. 
IF. 
J.V. 
CD. 

M.a 

V.B. 
1).L 
LS-t. 
i.K. 

F.aj. 

D.H. 
US. 
A.  A. 
i.T. 
A.H.D.  O.lvcea}^ 


AfiMtrafiie* 
Not  knowoi 
Not  knowa. 
Diuripatad. 
TikiaVitb. 
HaJjitvttot  Um 
Loo;  BiupMtad. 
Very  intempenilitt. 

Character  good. 
HaMtoal  drunkard. 


CHABACTEBBINCE  DI8CHAR6ED. 
/»  1818  MM  m.  /» 1888. 

Indiiftnoui,  hooaat.    Baapectabla  WKUh 

Conduct  good. 

Very  rcitpectabte. 

Much  more  iteadv.     A  reibrmed  muik 

Baiircly  reforneif.      Good  cliAraMar. 

IndoAriooa  and  pioit«» 

Good  aaoraieliAiaioUi. 


Character  food. 
Steady  And  hoiait. 


6.  Ujceoy. 

Fwgcfy. 

Ghlaneay* 

Forgery. 

Cfiiceay. 

Aiding 

FDrgery* 

6.  laroeny. 

Fnjury. 

d*  aiwMjf. 

Ct.  mooey. 
Ct. 


G.  laroeny* 


B.R. 
LL 
tK. 
IB. 

II. 

4H. 

is. 


JPorgery* 
Ct^aa^n 
I^BrJ«ry 
Fmury. 
6.  lareeny. 

G.hroa^r. 
G.  laroeny. 
6.  lareeny. 
Forgery. 


tw. 

ID.. 
U. 

f.c. 

bL. 
iF,C. 
ftK. 
IW, 


0. 

a 

Forgery. 
G.  laroMyw 

(..  kroeoy. 
Anon. 
Cumonay. 
Ct.  DMnfti 

Breaking  jaU. 
Ct, 


Unstendj. 
Habftel&d. 
Idle  nod  diaaiMted* 
Untendyandbad. 
lotenparate* 
Been  u  priaoa. 
Ratbor  looae. 
Not  wry  food. 
Net  known. 
Very  iiktotnperate. 
Unaleady  and  idle. 
XoteaH|Nra4«* 
Character  good. 
Simple. 

Idle  and  diaa ipated. 
Clitract»rbaa. 
Very  intemperate. 
HaUU  not  goodk 
Nathnown. 
Charaeter  bad. 
Jilot  known. 
Not  the  beat. 
Moi%nown. 
Very  intemperate. 
Not  described. 
Character  bad. 
BloaknQiim. 
jmw  aeecnDea. 
&ti9niely  vicious 
DMioneot. 
OliamQtw  bad. 
Siniile. 
Vary  bad. 


Xnqperate. 

Beha««s  well. 

Behaves  well. 

So  wiae  altered. 

Habits  good. 

Indoatnout  and  sober. 

Honost  and  upright. 

Better  eiif  sen.  '    ' 

A  rafiiRMd  man. 

Weil  aMdemed. 

Coadaot  vary  food.    Aeforaod. 

Good  inhabitant. 

Much  respected. 

Stsiet  propriety. 

An  honest  man. 

Perfectly  regular. 

A  ftir  chuncua* 


Unaxoeptionabla. 


i^M,^  a  money. 


AaiaolLia  W/tb,  HaMU  bad. 


%B. 

irW,    .  Ct. 

WD    £22* 

At.  to  rape, 
wrjnrjr. 
Ct  mooey. 
0.  kreeny. 
aiueiny. 


Noi  apeeinodk 
Very  bad.. 
NM  ^ry  good., 
Not  describod* 
lilaflaingk. 
Very  intemperate. 


IP 
IP. 
A.  P. 

IP. 

III.B 

A.IL 

S.8. 

A.C. 

IP. 

ICC. 

BkJ. 

HL. 

A.P. 


Not«deaanfaad, 
SespeetaMe^ 
«»Mtayeryba4. 
Intenpervta. 
Habits  bad. 
Not  very  (pood. 
Not  desoxibed. 
A  bad  man. 
A  dishonest  man. 
Not  deacribed. 
Very  intampenta. 
Habitobad. 
Not  very  vicioua. 
Very  vicious. 
Nardeacribed* 
laieaiperate. 
Notdoaoubed. 
Not  very  good. 
-.^.         Intemperate. 
At^to  bleak  JaU.  Intemperate. 


Ct. 


^S!S^ 


Notuiowiu 

Ba^rom  infancy. 

Good. 

B<ttde  and  unataawfy. 

Nel^eecribed. 


laMranty  iBoObnalva. 
ManiAst  refornafiion.  Wholly  roclairoad* 
Character  good.  Continues  good. 

Not  suspected. 

Reformed  azui  pioas.  Deals  uprightly. 
Intemperate- 
Iftftemperate. 

An  altered  man.         HUlhlU  and  hooai^ 
Cliam«ler  good.  . 
Continaea  bad. 
Pro&Bsar  of  religion^ 
More  oiderly. 
Nothing  agaioai  Urn. 
Deranged. 
Good  citiaBO. 
lUther' improved. 
Exemplary. 
Behavea  mooh  better. 
A  whoh»ome  citiaaa.  Wholesome  eitisen. 
A  good  citiaen.  Wbeleaome  citixoBk 

Behavea  very  well. 
Behavea  very  well* 
BadstHl.  BaditiU. 

Steady,  indnstrioua. 
Steady^  and  doiof  well. 
Indastiioua. 

Much  yespeq(edf>         Very  good. 
ftwCbnaor  of  religion.  Pious,  ^ood  citiaeo. 
Conduct  very  good.     " 
Much  aeformed. 
Much  as  before. 
Somewhat  reformad. 
Suspicious. 
A  reformed  Boan. 
Thievish. 
None  too  good. 
Conduet  good. 

IpdustaJous,  thriving.  Beformed. 
Stea4y  I  doing  wfll.     &ob«r  and  indnitrioui. 
Is  disnpnest  yet. 
Good  eitiien. 
More  temperate, 
Mi|cb  impro^. 
Honest  and  upright, 
Mveb  ^formed. 
Conduet  good. 
Worthless. 
Condaeu  well. 

A  respfctable  man.     Faithful  and  piooA. 
Fair  character.  Intemperate. 

Habite  improved.        Befivmad, 
Sober  and  honest. 
Not  allered  for  better.  Mora  steady. 
Good. '  Very  ioduatrioua. 

Hooeat. 
Graai^  improved. 


Nov.  I8SL 

Aug.  ren. 

Feby.  tap. 
Jany.  18ID. 
Mar.  1606. 
July,  18tt. 
Jany.  1886. 

July,  laas. 

June,  1897. 
Jnoe,  1887. 
July,  leSB. 
Aug.  1696. 
Jany.  1893. 
Oct.  1896. 
Apt*.  1836. 
Sept.  1886. 
Feby.  1886. 
June,  1887. 
Nov.  1896. 
Apr.  1890. 
Nov.  im, 
Apr.  1818. 
June,  1887. 
Jany.  1897. 
Sept.  1891. 
July,  1881. 
Jany. 1688. 
Apr.  1899. 
Apr. 
Sept.  It 
June,  1( 
Dec.  yt 
Oct. 


Gooq  oitinn. 
PtefiKtly  honest. 


Jany. I 
Pec.  ^ 
Juno,  1 
Feby.  18 
Apr.  189i 
June,  ir^ 
Oct.  * 
June,  1 
Mar.  1891 
Aug.  1^ 
oSt,  1891 
Jnly,  J 
Apr. 
Nov.  I 
Jway,  1 
June,  189^ 
Sept.  1819 
May,  law. 
June,  JJBBb, 
Jany.  |89). 

July,  las 

Felif.]^, 

Apt,  lafe. 

Jnoe,  2^, 
Apr.  I 
June,  1 
Dec.   1 

Oct.  lea^ 

Aug.  Iflb. 
Apr.  1886. 
June,  1806* 
Oct.  If^ 
Dec.  ]{ 
Apr.   H 
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A.W. 

J.T.L. 
O.W.8. 
M.L. 
N.  D. 

W.L. 

8.T.& 

J.D.8. 

D.y. 

J.  O.  F. 
J.  8. 

J.F. 
«.C. 
J.  ft. 

D.  B. 

E.  B. 
U.F. 
J.M. 
I.  P. 
P.S. 
E.B. 

J.  W.  B. 
P.B. 

A.  6. 
W.R. 

ao. 

J.  6. 

B.  R.  T. 
B.  K. 
K.P. 
W.P. 
J.  P. 

J.  a 

W.A. 

L.B. 

C.L. 

A.R. 

H.  P.  P. 

Indktii. 

J.W. 

J.T. 

I.  a 

J.B. 
If.  8. 
H.B. 

M*  o« 

T.A-W. 
.  O.  Du     • 
.&€. 

J.  D.  H. 

D.C. 

B.V. 

J.  H.  I. 

A.D. 

R.  H. 

P.D. 

N.  H. 

P.K. 

J.C. 

G.P. 

B.    Ma 

O.  T. 

6.L. 

8.V. 

H.  6. 

P.P. 

S.T. 

A.  A. 

iN«  B. 

O.T. 

S.P. 

l.W. 

A.W. 


Ot. 

Forgwy. 
Forgery. 
Porjury. 
Ct«  mcMMy. 
Perjury. 

a,  OMNMy. 
ex.  HMMBy. 

6.  Iftrotay. 
Q.  UiCMy. 
Periory. 
6.  larceay. 
Foreery. 
Pemry. 
6.  urcettj, 
CLimNMy. 
Ct.  money. 
Cu  moaay. 
Perjury. 
Forgery. 
Poriury  end  lar. 
G.  larceny. 
Ol.  iDooey. 
O.  lanwiiy. 
Ct.  4noiiay. 
G.  Uroeoy, 
Cu  DMoey. 
Perjury. 
Ct.  money. 
Swindling. 
At.  to  murabr. 
Forgery. 
Q>  nnooy* 
G.  Uraeny. 
O.  limeeoy* 
Petit  larc.  2d  «ff. 
Ct.  money. 
Ai.  to  murder. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  fatroea' . 
Forgeryt 

Atmwt  jj  rtpe. 
Forgery. 
G.  larceny. 
O.  Taneny. 
Forgery. 
Forgery. 
Bigamy* 
6.  laseeny. 
G.  laMMoy. 


Ci.  lareeny 
G.  larceny. 
Forgijry. 
Assault  to  rape. 
G.  lareeoy. 
Assault  to  raiM. 
Forgery. 
As*  to  murder. 
Q.  larceny. 
Forgery. 
G.  larceny. 


Ferjury. 
G.  la 


larceny. 
Manslaughter. 
Ct.  money. 
I^titlare.Sdoir. 
G.  larceny* 
G.  lareeny. 
Ct.  nfoney. 
G.  laroMiy. 
G.  larceny. 
G,  lareaay. 
Forgery. 
6.  lareeny. 


Very  bad. 
Decent. 
Good. 
NoC  known. 
Not  very  good. 
Not  very  bad. 
Ad.  to  gaaBMiof . 
Idle. 

Oiasipatad. 
Vary  bad. 
Extremely  bad. 
Inconsiderate. 
A  prudent  man. 
Rode. 

Notdeeorlbad. 
Notdaseiibed. 
Not  described. 
Not  known. 
Intemperate. 
Not  known. 
Very  bad. 
An  old  ollbnder. 
NotktMwn. 
Not  known. 
Intemperate. 
Notknckwo. 
Not  stated. 
Intemperate. 
Not  tm  worsts 
Not  deecribed. 
Great  villain. 
Intemperate. 
Adniokard. 
NotkaoWtt. 
Not  known. 
>3  times  in  prison. 
Vory  bad. 
Void  of  every  good. 
Drunken. 
Great  vagabond* 
An  oki  oTOoder. 
Not  known. 
Notdeeoribed. 
N^t  the  worst. 
Worthless. 
Not  known. 
Wild,  unsteady. 
Wild,  aneteady. 
Viciaiis  eharactar. 
ABoUoairiarw 
Npt  known, 
lotoaiperate. 
Very  dishonest. 
Character  good. 
Exeeedittg^  looetf. 
Drunken  vagabond. 
Caoduatbaai 
Very  intemperate. 
Intemperate. 
Vary  mtempaiMa. 
A  drunkard* 
A  knave,  &  iotemp 
Not  known. 
Character  bad. 
Dissipated. 
Not  described. 
Dissipated. , 
Very  intemperate. 
A  gambler. 
An  old  offender. 
A  hard  ease. 
•Nut  deacrlbed. 
Not  described. 
Intemperate. 
Intoroperate. 
Inteinperata. 


GontiniMa  tka  I 


A 
Aieopedabla 


CEAiSLACTER  QINCE  DISCHABGEa 

Improfed. 

Sober  and  steady. 

Very  good. 

Stimulates  too  hif  h. 

Very  steady. 

Not  very  good. 

ettU  bad. 

Greatly  improved. 

Not  much  valhcmed. 

Regular. 

Intemperate. 

Industrious. 

Good  character. 

Much  reformed.  . 

Mbeh  ilapioMd. 

Moch  lupfoved* 

Much  improved. 

Not  a  veqr  bad  man. 

Conduct  very  correct.  Condobt  not  so  good. 

Dissipated,  worthless. 

Habits  good. 

Habits  bad. 

Tllloflat^^gODd. 

^Vell  esteemed. 

ftoAsaor  of  seligioa. 

Character  good. 

A  moral,  good  roan. 


Feby.  IBH. 
Aug.  !». 
Dee.  18B. 
Sept.  1894. 
Peey.  IbM. 
Mar.  im. 
Jone,l»6. 

Dee.  laao. 


QooAettiiBD* 
Good  citii 


Behaves  much  better.  Feby.  196. 

Feby.iai 
Jut.  1815. 
Dee.  IBM. 
Aug.  laK. 
BepLllfiS. 

leaf.  lae. 

Maj,  lae. 

Aug.  I8a>. 
Sept.  im. 
June,  18K. 

Apt.  law. 

Aof.  103. 
Fehy.l^ 
Msr.  im. 
Apr.  liS6. 

Nor.  lee. 

Aug.  I«l. 


A  devoot  Chiittiaa. 
Piooa,  good  citisan. 


Steady,  indoetrioos. 

Very  IKtle  altered.  Feby.ieU. 

Steady  and  religious.  Jobs,  UK. 
DaageMw  Adlow. 

Uaaaalifiadlygoed.  Bspi.  m 

Farfectly  temperate.  Nov,  197. 

A  hard  character.  ^^^7i\9l' 

Respectable  citiien.  Dec.  Im. 

Character  very  bad.  June,  1^> 


A  good,  piona  maa. 

T\MBperate. 

indastrioas. 


Apr.  19B. 

Jane,  UK. 
Jaly,  im. 
May,  UK. 

Dec.  19SS. 
Jsnv. IflK. 
Oct!  V9R. 
Joasi  IflC 

Juae,lS». 

Nov.  m- 


Sept.  1811. 
NOf.  MI7. 
Mar. 


Very  iadustrkMn. 

Bad  character. 

Striking  change. 

Behavee  well. 

Worthless  charaetef . 

Diedpions. 

Iadaetrir«s. 

ladnstrirvb 

Indaatriotta. 

In  prisoQ. 

Conduct  good. 

Intemperate. 

Not  reformed. 

Charaeler  good.  ,^ 

Pvotesor  orrBltgio»  Jaa«»  IBS- 

Oraatfy  improved.      Jani.  IW. 

Applvs  feally  pioiif.  Jooe, 

Less  intemperate.       Av£.  I 

A  great  re«>rmatioo.  lyby.  1 

Coododt  improved. 

IndostrioQs. 

Still  intemperate. 

Charaeietgoodr- 

Respectable. 

Appears  vrell. 

No  reformatioB. 

Conduct  good. 

Pious. 

BsasBplaiy  Chriatiao.  Mar 

Conduct  improved.     Nov. 


Nov.  l&i' 
F^bv.  l(«e. 

Aog.  letf. 

Nov.  Jt^ 
Jan.  Id9& 
Apr.  1896. 
Jaay.  1624. 
Febr.  liSS. 
Mar.  \^ 

jm. 

1H97. 


Bahavet  reopeetahly*  Uof*  ^ 
Bather  intemperate.  June,  I^ 
Very  industrious.  Sept-  w. 
Sober  and  iodustriovkJuBe,  ISK. 
Boltorandttidiistriow.Msr.  1^ 
Saber  aad  iad«strlousJaBy.  kW> 


w     M 
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FOUltTH  ItfcPORT — ISW. 


BKlmtUfrom  the  Beport  of  tht  JDireetora  if  Jthe  Mwulmid  PemiUntiaiy^mb' 

mitled  to  the  Legislature,  J)ecenUfer  is,  1828. 

To  Um  B«ard  of  Dirvctora  of  \ho  Maryland  PbnitenUary. 

Hk  Comftiiuee  of  Superintendence  preseoi  to  the  Board  of  Directors  the  animal  abftrpMCt 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Mar)*land  Peniteutiary  to  the  SOih  Nov.,  1828. 

The  female  department,  tmder  the  direciioa  of  its  worthy  and  attentive  matron,  has  ^eth 
duced  a  net  sain  of  $^JS35  71,  derived  ftnm  the  proceeds  of  iU  labor  tat  the  weavhij^  aad 
other  departoients ;  proving,  in  a  satlsActory  manner,  thai  convict  females,  onder  the  ^v«ni. 
meol  ofi»e  of  their  own  sex,  may  not  onlj'  oe  aswell  disciplined  as  malesy  but  that  their  labor 
may  be  so  directed  as  to  be  equally  profitable.  A  truth  thai  is  as  yet  unknown  i^  an>'  dthfer 
thai)  tJ»a  Mainland  penitentiary. 

The  fain  oy  the  several  departmenis,  oxclustve  of  the  expense  for  the  support  of  the  cob- 
victflL  h&  been  1^1,427  38:  but  is  redueed  by  the  payaientol  ihe  sEtlaries,of  officers,  and  ihe 
iBStalment  on  the  loan  of  1822,  and  interest  on  that  and  Ihe  kaa  of  1828,  io  ^iJ,804  16/<-the 
oogain  of  the  year.  .    ,<  :  .         .. 

To  hav«  paid,  duriuf  a  year,  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
crimiiiah,  amounting,  ror  provision,  clotfain^,racl,' and  otn6r  incidental  expeiMPS.to  ^18,7960?, 
hesides  ^,100  86  m  the  salaries  of  oflicers,  qimI  $3^Z'i  96,  On  account  of  loans,  and  hate 
realised  a  nd  gain  of  S9JB0i  16,  is  a  result  tbaA  the.  wannest  advocates  of  llie  penitentiary 
tfsiem  would  not,  a  few  years  since,  have  ventured  to  predict,  under  any  arraiifponiffnts  that 
fould  have  been  proposedL  Yet  tlie  practical  effi>rts  of  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  Mary- 
land penitentiaiy  have  not  only  esiabliKhed  the  fact,  but  have  planned  sudi  nayMem  of  insu- 
lations as  renders  almost  ccrtam  the  attetnment  of  similar  remits  m'lliture. 

The  new  wing^  intended  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  wHl  affcnd  the  best  and  (Mily 
■leaas  vA'  preventui^  tbe  corruption  or  morals  consequent  upon  the  min|^Kki]g;  of  co9\ict9  in 
calU. 

Other  seriotts  objectiooa  la  the  present  system  exist  in  the  too  great  .freedom  of  inlereourie 
^M<ilBd  K^eoiiTiets  while  at  labor.  T£is,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prohibit  under  regiria* 
tioos  socfa  as  have  been  fbuAd  effective  in  other  prisons,  aad  the  eommitlee  join  iheir  ^e^ola- 
BwndatfOns  to  those  of  the  late  committee  appointed  oy  the  Board  to  collect  infomiatiou  od  the 
Mibject,  for  the  adoption  of  sbch  as  will  be  looiid  suffgested'io  tbeh*  report,  and  wllich  are  da- 
lired  j^om  t&e  excellent  discipline  of  the  prisons  at  Attbom  and  S'tttg  aing. 

Tbe  committee  would  furltaer  press  upon  the  Board  the  eicpediency  of  estahlishiar  a  g«heral 
Amdsnr  school,  aUcr  ihe  flio4el  of  that  at  the  Auburn  prison.  There  is  no  doubt  t^aiMich  aa 
imtittttton  might  be  fermed,  and  that  it  would  be  undertaken  with  pleasure  by  anji  one  of  tiM 
refigioia  associhtions  of  the  cit}-.  ' 

"nie  oommiitee  cannot  forbear  eonp^tulaling  the  Board  and  the  poblie  geiieAlly,  oir  Ifae 
advaoces  already  made  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  towards  ihe  perwdlen  'of  w'syjflenrttat 
has  so  long  and  seriouidy  occupied  the  public  attention^  a  ^tem  Ihat,  iiom-  th^  lAaify  ^bn^es 
la  whidi,  when  ill  understood,  it  gave  birth,  was  believea  inadequate  w  a  poniihmenil,'  ^ 
calcolaltd  rBther  to  Ibater  than  eradicate  the  propensity  fo  crime. '. ' 
Theblan,howev«r,i«malbed  insufficient  to  an  euine  reiormation  of  mocab,  qntil,  aa  ffBM 

"'   "    '"'      "    '  '        •  -  •  'f  dayas 

affMtkd 

.        .  ,    _  vdvih^ 

tapes  carer  expected  from  \\it  system',  and  it  is,  perhaps,  as  peffec^  as  prison  diari^lii*^  ctenW 
•eed  bk.  Their  principal  regubitions  are  few  and  Simple }  tebcfiiig,  all;  io  th^  mainteda^ 
«f  sikate  asnoog  the  coavids,  and,  indirectly,  throiigh  this  medlii^,  to'  ihip  ptel9rvaii<Hi  ^ 
<MdervWcurity,  and  sabeedlnation.  Their  disciplMe  now  sarviQS  af  a  model  >  to  AW  lirw 
prnom,  and  h  wbll  worthy  Aie  imitation  of  those  or  the  old^  that  eao  possibly  ba  adapted}  <tQi|t» 

mepiite.     •  ;  •/-...-,./•.-   ■• 

Respedfi^y  nbmittad.  •    .         •  ;,    / 

^^  'raos.  BHEPPARD,  A    €emkriHm*J 

QEO.KEYSm,         S" 
Dbcxxber  83,  1828. 


l\a  khs  Board  of  Dirsolen  of  the  Maryland  Fseileotiary, 

The  craimittM  appcrfnied  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  naka  the  necessary  provisions  fer, 
aadio  superintend  the  erectbn  of  the  new  building,  submit  to  die  Board  the  follawjng  ftepttl 
af  their  proceedings : —  ^  < 

Tlia  creai  mass  of  the  work  has  already  been  perfonhed,  and,  eztemtRy,  the  baiJdil^  is 
ft^ba£  The  piasterv^  otf*  the  interior  ts  the  pnncipal  or  what  is  wanting',  To  rendd^  the 
beihtiw  complete  }--tiie  doors,  fixtures  for  the  galleries,  &c.  being  already  pi^paretf  io^ 
Mrfjed  wlie>i  the  plasterers,  who  are  now  at  work,  shall  ha«'e  finished. 

The  coot  of  the  tmilding,  mclusive  of  the  labor  or  prisoners,  has  been  536/)86  42.  Tbe  labor 
•f  ibeprisooers  amoonts,  m  aU,  to  56,071  fiO,  of  which  55,216  89  bekngs  to  die  year 
Xttillofcaiber.  ^  _ 
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Tbe  plan  coonsted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight,  ef  wbMittitutf  for  floors  in  tbe  upper  itariM, 
•maU  gaUerierWibieeiicb  i:u«e  of  celU,  uid  which  wfN»  adopted  by  ifae  Bo^ 
stage  of  ihe  building,  possesses  iQeny  obvioiM  advaniagef  over  ihe  original  doagik  The  gal* 
lenet,  by  leaving  a  considerable  v«<ca«K^  in  (be  centre  of  the  hall  esEtendiag  to  the  foof,  will 
enablo  the  gifara  in  the  lower  story  tooonerve,  at  tbe  same  time,  the  door  of  evenp  cell  \  by 
this  means,  reudensig  the  escape  of  a^y  convicC  impoeiible.  Light  and  heal  aaagr  be  applied 
irilh  a  considerable  saving  of  expense,  and  ventilalion  will  encounter  no  obstnMMon. 
RessectiuUy  submitted. 

GEORGE  KEYSER,)  »L,aft^ 

JAMES  MOSHER,     >  ^««»««- 
.  Dkcsmaxr  i^,  1888. 


JSirtraetafrom  the  f^nt  Rtp&rt  rf  the  Board  0/  Mtmagers  of  the  Houte  of  Refuge 

in  Philadelphia, 

.  Q%e  fifst  obgeot  to  which  the  lianagers  difeded  -their  attention,  wes  the  erection  ef  a  suit- 
able baslding.  It  wokild  lia\«  afforded  bat  aa  imperihct  eMperiment  to  exhibit  the  diBciplfiie 
oT  such  an  iustilution,  without  the  peculiar  accommodations  which  the  whole  scheme  cooteiB- 
pteias.  CoofiaeiMBnt  without  the  anpearaMe  or  the  nality  of  paaishment^-entire  separaiioa 
from  all  descriptions  of  adult  offenders-'tbe  union  of  laber^  ediMntion  and  reasonable  arnuse- 
iMat  withm  the  same  waUs— entire  solitiide  during  the  night,  and  «acrt)eaB  snpennlehdeace 
both  by  nighi  and  day^  convenient  airaiwenienls  for  tbe  officers  of  the  cstabKthuient,  were  aH 
to  be  combined.  Had  a  temporary  edif^  been  resorted  to,  which  would  have  caused  tbe 
^taissioii  ef  any  eoe  of  these  raquisnes,  success  might  not  bavf 


haveeaendad  the  experiment  ^  and 
the  rasali  woi^  perhaps  ha\^  t>eeB  asicribed  to  dcficteaeies  in  the  system,  and  not  in  the  man- 
ner of  its  executKNt.  * 
>  Tbe  buiklii^  coranMttee  made  their  final  report,  aad  were discbamdeo  the  M  of  April. 
The  lolai  aasountof  th«r  expenditure,  which>  it  is  believed,  was  eoMmoted  with  scmpttlcnis 
pisecision  end-  ecensmyv  is  ;gd8,025  16.    The  mais  edifice  is  92  feet  hi  lenglli.    Itii  centra 
cataina  osttvenient  apartiiwaii  for  a  library^  asxl  for  the  ase<if  the  managen  and  the  Ihmilies 
of  the  offieera  of'  the  institatioii.    The  wings,  which  are  of  oonsequeaoe  thus  entirely  separate 
timn  each  other,  coanpriae  tlie  respective  dormitories  of  the  malfe  and  ftmtale  papito,  and  their 
eaviend  aptteions  halls  for  schools.    Each  loilgiiig  room,  of  which  there  are  o»ghty-sht  in  eif  her 
Viogf  ia  cehsalated  for  entire  soiitude,  being  7  feet  in  length,  eiid-4  foet  in  breadth,  Ibraished 
oaly  with  asBMtt  bedstead  andshelf ;  bni  well  lighted  and  ventilated/ and  exposed  at  alt  titkiea 
to  absolute  superintendence  and  inspection.    Workshepsara  coastreMed'in ihe  extensive «rea, 
which  is  aurrottnded  by  It  lofty  walk    The'  kitchen  apartments  are  arranged  in  the  rear  of  tbe 
centre  building.    Infirmaries  are  provided  with- a  view  to  sdch  a  l6(ftition  ai  win  secure  quiet 
to  the  sick,  aira  remove  the  healthy  fixim  the  danger  of  contagion.     A  chape)  of  AMxlerim-dj- 
mensious  is  constructed,  so  as  to  keep  the  different  sexes  fvom  conversation,  and  even  Ifont  ^ea^ 
iareachelher.'                          .       •       ''                                                       .... 

Having  sufficiently  advanced  the  woiiL  to  exhibit  it  to  the  public  and  to  receive  pupils^  the 
establishment  was  KNrmally  opened  on  the  29lh  of  November,  1828,  by  an  address  frooi  tbe 
President  of  the  institution,  delivered  to  a  larre  Assembly.  Three  thousand  copies  of  tbe  ad- 
dress were  published,  and  have  been  widely  disseminated. 

On  the  eighth  of  December,  the  first  subject  was  introduced  to  the  discifdine  of  the 
bouse. 

BciieVing  that  the  precise  character  of  the  Institution  was  not  distinctly  uadersioodr  tho 
managers  took  occasion  to  invite  the  dlfiereal  magistrates  of  tlie  city  and  oounty  of  Philailal 
pbia  to  a  meeting  at  the  bousa  They  attended  le  a  considcraUe  number,  and  ware  coaducied 
through  every  part  of  Ihe  establishment.  They  were  convihcod  that  the  whole  system  wai  the 
reverse  of  that  which  prevails  in  prl9ons->4he  object  behur  to  avoid  contamination  ai^  infiiiny, 
toinwrent  crime.  «o  inform  the  tenorant^  to  support  the  fnendlcss  and  fbrsnken,  and  to  <aialiry 
alfto  Maintain  themselres  by  virtuous  industiy,  and  to  onier  the  workl  with  a  koowledige  oT 
what  Is  right,  and  a  capacitv  to  pursue  the  path  of  rectitude* 

A  tnost  successful  appeal  was  jnade  to  the  libcraUj^  of  the  bookaellen,  in  order  to  pau^kte 
^jBuitable  libniiy.  An  fanndrad  maps  and  seveateea  bniidred  vofamiei  ware  ycodiiy 
bp«towed„ 

..A  >eod0  of  )aw%  w  ^rstera  of  rales  aad  regulationa,  ^oa  been  prepared  alid  printed,  aitid,  to> 
gather  with  tbe  acts  of  assembly  relating  to  the  institution,  has  bqen  wide^  orcnlated  tor  geo- 
etfJ  atfu  accarete  information. 

•There  are  ndw  eiehiy  in  the  institution,  viz.— fiHy-eeven  boys,  aad  tweaty-thme 
^V^  ^vmw  are  employed  in  book-bbdinfip.  bashetmakmg  aad  wiGkeiwwa«h%  " 


aiorii^,  ud  eirpMMn^  work.  Tb*  laitAr  in  fle«Hiigf,'wasliitigs  irtmidr,  inMMlhir;  eookiiir. 
ad  koawwMt  gtneniMy.  A  deMriptioii  vf  Um  coarae  of  enptoymem  for  a  sii^  day  wm 
awe tosboiriiw  gBneral  habits  and  ooeuMtiooB  nf the  pkico. 

The  bett  rhi|^M  a  quarter  bekfte  5  &eiock  in  the  monmg.     * 

At  b  o*c)ock>  the  <lorinitDries  are  opened  j  and  the  bbyv,  after  'vraAhig'  and  combings,  aasem- 
Ne  in  the  haJt  Ibr  meminff  wocibip.  Their  scbeot  exercises  nesrt  cenimeftKe,  and  ceiitintte  tilf 
7  o'clock,  wfat»  ihey  bveuihst.     Al  halAjMA  7  they  go  to  work,  and  eonfiBQe  «l  work  osti! 


to  wpper^  they  are  enraged  at  their  rl^spective  employmenu.  If  the  work  be  done  within  the 
alloued  tjme-^-balf  an  hour  ismllowedtior  recreation  and  plav.  School  begins  at  half-past  fiye, 
aod  they  remain  there  until  a  quarter  before  eight,  when,  after  evening;  preyers/th^  netrttv  to 
mt,  and  the  dorroilcMies  are  all  safely  locked.  With  some  slight  variations,  tae  occupations 
and  doties  of  the  females  are  conducted  in  a  like  manner. 

Tin  mechanics  who  empk>y  the  boys,  aHow  for  their  daily  labor,  of  eifffat  workingr  hours,  12A 
eents  each ;  a  sum  aJtogetner  inadequate  to  the  discharge  or  the  share  or  expense  wnich  would 
^1  to  eadi  individual. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  views  of  the  Legislature,  in  promoting  this  institution,  were 
not  coofijied  to  any  particular  place,  but  embraced  the  probable  wauUikOf  the  whole  Common- 
^tdltb.  The  house  is  <^n  for  the  reception,  not  only  of  the  idle  and  deserted  of  the  neigh- 
iidriiood,  but  of  an^  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Amoiur  the  provisions  made  for  religious  in.structiofl,  the  deigy  of  the  different  denoroina* 
tioo)  of  Christians  will  be  invited  to  oflpciaie  m  tlie  cha]Ml,  on  tha  flm  dav  «f  ttae-areek,  and  a 
<>A9ant  succession  of  pious  and  edifyip"^  counsel  finom  n^en  of  talents  and  virtue,  may  be  cal- 
iiilaied  on,  and  nvill  be  productive,  it  is  noped,  of  the' happiest  effects. 

Ezpeneocfl  haa  already  safttsfiaa  all  4ba9e  who  he^ve  been  engaged  io  the  cares  ofthe  estKb- 
iiihnMBt,  of  the  inporlanoe  «f  eommenciiig  the  aiork  of  reformation  aadiastnktioii  al  aa  eatif 

Cogid  a  selection  hamiMk^  it  is  belieaed  that  mare aubstantial  benefit  weaU  ariae/from  MH 
cuviqg  th»a  only  who  are  under  sixleca  years  of  age. 

11b4  nod  efleda  have  ab«aii|y  flawed  fiom>  um  metiaom  that  have  been  made,  wiM 
afficitaiTy  appewr  by  aa*  extract  fiom  the  xsommuoicatioo  lately  received  fmm  the  actiagt 
aperiateadeau 

"  Tke  sAaia  of.  the  suh^ects^  coasideriug  the  shormess  of  the  time  whidb  many  and  cnran  alt 
iave  been  u>  the  iiv tjurtan.  is^l!  the.iaost  eneouraging  kind.  The  boys  are  geaemNy  anew* 
tiv«  lo  iheir  studies  and  to  tneir  work :  and  their  general  deportment  is'  such-  as  wnoid,  in  ai^ 
><iiiBtina,,  f^tuiKi  iar  aieny  of>ihoi»f  tneappaHatioo  of  goodo&yB,  Beam,  whowene  (he  ■  atest 
«tMiaaie  and  intiactahla  whe»  they  came  among  us,  are  now  among'  thO'inost  aileaiiKpa  aad 
afiudriofs.  Their  behavsor,  in  many  respects,  has  been  commendabky)  aBid,'what  is  of  gveac 
nportanca'ia  any  community,  quasrelling,  figkting,  and  most  kinds  of  vkious  cendacty  seem* 
|fr  be  oiite  ttnytopular  among  them.'  When  a  boy  has  commiuad  a  fault,  there  seema  to-be  H 
^  of  geaeipj  fealiBg,  ttiat  he  deserves  and  oui<^  to  receive  puniahmeBi.  The  writer  ha* 
wvcr  buvd  a  8iKiaU«r  de^pnea  of  obstinacy  then  among  those  whoare  herpj.aad  he  haa  beoomr 
aoie(«ofi(fnad  m  ibeopmion^  that  care  and  attenbon,  together  with  some  enooarageaneotttf 
w  wcH,  will>sava>  mmy  aiho  waakl  otherwise  be  sooaer  or  later  immansd  in  96mt  or  «ur  pria^ 
««aad  beeeme  aiane  Ihna  kst  to>aociety/' 

THOMAS  ASTLEY,  ChafmMff^  pro  (oa.    ' 
AzTKATBO^AAI£S  J.  BARCLAY,  Sfae'ry.  > 

Arau  ISB^  18SSL.. .  ■  />  •    v 

^VTC  For  ^  admtrabie  insObdkm  Frederick  Kohite,  bykulate  will,  UJi  j[U^POO.*^-&lh/ 


.<  ii  •'  i»    •  '   1 


,  cpR^xsroKDE{rcE.-^Eous^  or  rejpok. 


JTjf  4Mr  Siy— The  Hooae  of  Refuge  eoald  not  fail  tp  reeeiva  ample  contribatianB  ftom  the  pnbUc, 
***»ltyMani|«  to^xteml  iteTMrralfT  the  Hime  strong  tonvictlon  w  its  ^^rcnt  uttnty  and  importaoco 
^hJi  la ftoarly  oonfintMd-  is  thote  Who  ar*  nrsolieslrir  enMgod  ?n  nditnnifttQrfng  tho  crfmlnat  law. 

y«a  jiiiaalina  is  as  yet  »  aovlr  ostabllshod,  tlMt  d  would'  be  nmafh  poittivMy  to  anertfteftt 

«i«il  la  have  haao  airaadj  sttslnad.    V  eaanot)  hvaever,  avoid  axpnasing  thoopaikm  that  mush 

^iseveo  now  diseemiblo.    The  oaoru  of  «uimtnal  jnrisdiatiaa  which  ewiwino.  hi  this  oity^4-4he 

^tnd  Tenniner.  tho  Cliiarur  Sessiani^  ami  the  Mayor's  couvt^^-bAvc^  within  the  last  fiva  awnths^ 

^vn  &r«hort  in  the  numlwr  of  offeoders  nsuslly  arraigned  bcfuce  theio ;  and  it  could  not  hutgrati%» 

wHI  tfieoAeersof  ju«tiee  as  the  nubile,  to  obaervo  that  no  wAlee  chiMron,  ami  but  Aw  of.aar 

ff»i  ippasrad  at  the  bar*.    A  portion  or  (bote  eft^ts  raav  bo  aeci()oniiif  and  tcmponrrjr*,  bq^  T 

ysleaa  largaportiea  of  tlwm  to  ba<caaeed  dlveetly  by  »e  Houno  of  Rofage,  and  they  afe  un- 

^Mjr  itahMt  and  MUmAta  eaaaequBOoee.    Wbea  awata*  Indeed,  A«m  f^9M^  oheerration,  how 

^ntiafin  the  perpetralion  of  crime,  i«  the  machinery  of  Juvenile  agents — how  dependent  the  braafled' 

*R»ruaiil|iKAthehr  aasea^hed  pnfMiAod  pup^atl^ I eaaaot  aaaflroxagtfeaeta  4faa  seMsdfatopdka- 

^?TyoareoeJe«jp.  •  •   ' 

.  "  a  oaeh  tif  ^  fegMited  that  the  manaaera  have  not  been  able  to  leoeive  caIwMld«UiK|uaQla-^n 

"v>il>ty,  Ijniat.  a  liberal  public  will  not  allow  to  oontuiue  k»Off»    The  J^roportion  ^f  bbiclM  am  the 

^*"*>1M weadlttta,  (Harlnff  fher  period  Ui  which  Tha'ie  advertad,  Was  unQfluallr  largp.    Conid  ipur 

"  efte  aa  le'del<tBaf,*afcaay  gieiC«  otjects  iWwi  this  noTortaoata  c' ^ 
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FKUOir  mtaniiis  ioaziv. 
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wooM  bo  wnt  to  yM,  ftnd  the  adkfMnrM|«d  ittprowmeht  ia  our  mood  ««dhifln  Hprooaad  with 
tiooAk-Mpidity.    I  ani|<dMir  sir,  Mrjr  tniljr  your  MuA  sodMivftDty 

6*  Bf  • -DAIiLAS. 
Jaii'jbb  J.  BAKciaT,  fiiq.,  Seo'ry.  to  the  BotMe  of  fte^Bgf. 

PJUlcMfMc,  JMlM  «.  1091 
Detfr  ftr, — ^In  eompnance  w^th  jmxr  reqbett,  and  ai  Ptaibcutuif  Attorney  for  thcllftfor't  <!0«t  of 
thii  ot^,  I  cli«wifai1jr  «oi9monte«i«  -to  ytM  tlm  (hcf  of  tte  diiainutiaii  m  that  court  oir  praaacaUoni 
•gaioti  mldreq,  amoo  tha  ottalkiMiiaeDt  or  iba  Hoiiaa  a£  A» Aiga. 

AllflMO  wbuae  basiiiaflaiiaa  led  thinn  oftea  to  our  crioNiwl  soartayhavo  too  loof  Meo  then  the  f»- 
qoent  dpeotacie  of  ebildren  htouf ht  ftom  priaod  luul  arraifoed  for  o&oceii  whioni,  m>uch  sure  to  be 
moved}  the  court,  fi-ono  the  infknt  ailtab  ana4nfaiit  ycoj^  of  Uie  eulprit|  forbore  to  conrfct  tbem  of  The 
Jaw  forgave  and  releajie<l  them,  and  humanity  led  thorn  to  tome  home,  in  the  ehariteible  hope  of  their 
reformation.  Yet,  eometknee^evfii  hy  thd  eittiaf  of  the  oeKI  court,  iheet  young  othndere  vereHea 
again  witeigned  ^r eiiMhir  and  repevted  erime^^  far  tmo  7ear»  Moce  ibo  last  aotnmn,  to  which  the 
proeent  obeervatton'Mbrt|  the  iniUntes  exhlbtl^d  in  tbe^Mayieir^i  eoQrt  of  f  oeh  pri^leatiooe  were  fie* 

auent  and  almoai  eorprkiHC<  Puring  eaeh  veeo^e  of  tfw  eourt,  eeveral  of  theee  pitiable  childrea  were 
iachiif^l  and-ateacbof  it««e«ai«iia  they  weceeeea  in  2ro«ipe,or  along  with  men,  jointly  charged 
with  criiiie«.  When  rocognieodAnd  deemed  incorrij^il^le,  th^y  wereoonvjcied  and  eetA  to  thecoouaoe 
jail,  there  oi  couree  ta  be  echodled  and  maUired  m  vice— whiU  tbe  wUhyfof  some  otJiA  and  better  pfaKe 
to  eemfthcoa  woa  always  felt  and  ptlhltclyexpRtofled. 

I  ntti  happy,  however,  t«  state,  that  at  the  laft  Docemhe)-  sMsiort  of  the  eoart,  thir«vil  was  ftnefu- 
biy  alated.  There  was  then  hot  em  instance  txf  s«ch,crinnnaJity  among  the  pneovwo  ;  and  bis  yootb 
suggesting  &r  him  tha  inlerpositian  of  the  court,  he  w»s  sent  by  he  judgiwent  to  the  House  of  Beftif» 
then  recently  eeiAbliehed.  Diving  the  lata  (March)  eeesio*  of  the  court,  n«C  ame  ooeaeioo  was  present- 
ed  for  «  eimilar  interposition.  It  is  not  aiserted  that  ehildreii  have  ceawd  to  conunft  crinMS  *,  but  firua 
wfaatl  have  stated,  it  mav  fairly  bo  inferred  thU  the  poMPer  litely  given  to,  and  exercised  by  magi*' 
trates,io  send  youthful  delinquents  in  early  stales  of  proeocutton  to  the  Bouae  of  Sffuge,  hat  caossd 
their  auinifost  decrease  in  our  priaona  and  our  oourta. 

I  am,  dear  tlr/very  roepedfully  youn,  '  >.6L  BUSH. 

JaHsa  J.  Badox.ai\  «mi*»  Bee'ry.,  kc. 
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A'TABI«t  BttOWIlTG  THE  WHOLE  If  UMBER,  &C.  IN  DiPrEREIfl*  PRISONS. 


PRISONS. 


Mass.  State  PrisoB,*    ■. 

Conn.  State  Prison, .    . 
Auburn  Prfooii,   .    .    . 

Sing  Sing  Prison,     .    . 
Baltimore  Penitentiary, 


'TIME   WHEN. 


September  80, 1828, 
Received  during  the  year, 
March  $1, 1829, 
December  81, 1628, 


Tear  ending  No?.  1828, 
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•  JIfeMtfMiieeCte  Ast*  Fri$m,  Jmu^  1699.    Whole  aumbw  of  prieonert.  965-H»r  whon  51,  §«»» 
me;  S5,  third  tima;  ft,  fiurththDa^  IfiahtlnM;  total.  BUtiro  or  aaore  tiniee ;  of  whom  47  recei*w 


all  who  havw  beee 


tlieir  last  ebnunee  io  Boeton  or  CanmrldgB.    About  a  qoa^r  part  of .mm. 

have  returned  t  of  those  pardnned,  One  m  Ui,lnfl3yean.  ATenife  reeslvad  uinv^lif  ■*' *'/**[r 
»* :  do.  do.  diwUirMd^opiisI^, Iqr  Afiira^flta etmomsQ^ 69^  do.  do.  paslooad  annoally,  16  \  do.«p- 
««d  annually,  5.  ATorage  received  lor  9  yean  past,  90 ;  do.  do.  diaefaaifed  by  espiiatioa  ef  sentaacs. 
71i  ;  do.  do.  paidonad,  17 ;  do.  do.  diBd,6. 
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ABSTRACT  CONTINUED. 


Nmber  of  pxiaonen  at  the  close 
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Dueharged  bj  th0  c^vrt,    .    .    . 
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Second  time^ 

"Qurd       «         

frartit     " 

Wfth         "        

f&TB  lost  in^the  Hoepital,  .  .  . 
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CBIME8  or  CONyjCTS  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  PRISON^ 

FROM  1820  TO  1828,  INCLUSIVE. 
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cRmaf. 

1820 
244 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF   THE 


^titum  IBiwitfiim  &iuMp^ 


Aaticlk  1.    ThU  Society  shall  be  called  the  Pkison  Discipz^iitk  Socistt. 

AxT.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
Public  Prisons. 

Abt.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  eflfocting  the 
Sorn^tion  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
uid  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
tbe  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  same  o1>ject  in  view,  which  shall  become 
laxilivy  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
I^ns,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  looted,  special  attention  from  this  So- 
cietv. 

m  

Art.  5.    Each  subscriber  of  two  doUars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 
Art.  6.    Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Life. 

Art.  7.    Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 

Art.  8.  flach  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
ptytDCDt  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Di* 
nctor  for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  as  manv  Yice-Presi- 
^ts  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  an- 
nuJIjr,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  businees  of 
the  Society.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom 
ttfie  ihall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  fiva  shul  constitute  a  quorum. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Ciospel,  who  is  a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
umay  occur,  by  death  or  otnerwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
ei  oflicio.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  12.  'Ae  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
«««k  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  specified  in 
^  Binth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and  the  pro- 
^ediogs  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Ait.  13.  The  Managers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
toi. » they  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meeUngs  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
»'  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the  ab- 
*Me  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  Member  as  shall  be  ^p- 
?^ted  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Art.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Mana^^ers,  or,  in  the 
**nce  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 
^  Board. 

Art.  1«.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
Senetary. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
'•we  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Ehrec- 

AaT.  IS.  No  alteration  shart  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  bocie- 
l.atan  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Fifth  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  upper  Vestry  of 
Park  Street  Church,  on  Thursday,  May  27, 1830. 

The  Rev.  William  Jenks,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the 
chair,  and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  Cleveland,  read  his  Report,  and 
the  certificate  of  its  correctness,  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  G. 
Lambert,  and  Mr.  Charles  Stoddard.  The  Report  of  the  Treas- 
urer was  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Socie- 
ty adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  Church,  at  9  o'clock,  on  Friday  morning, 
to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  John  Tappan,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair ;  and,  at  his  request^  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jenks  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

An  abstract  of  the  Report  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  George  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury j  seconded  by 
the  Rev,  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  of  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  re> 
ferred  to  the  Managers  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Beriah  Green,  of  Kennebunk,  Me.,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Prof  Smith,  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Bangor^ 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  influence  of  the  Christian  religion  as  in  tiie 
highest  degree  promotive  of  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  Chaplain  of  the  Mass,  State  Pris^ 
on,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  James  D.  Knowles,  of  the  Second  B^j^tist 
Church,  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  is  not  a  forlorn 
hope. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Green  and  Curtis  addressed  the  meeting. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting 
their  Fifth  Annual  Report,  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  con- 
tinaed  smiles  of  Providence.  At  the  same  time,  they  record,  with  sor- 
row for  their  own  loss,  but  with  gratitude  for  what  they  believe  to  have 
been  his  gain,  the  death  of  their  veneiable  President,  George  Bliss. 
He  occupied,  last  year,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  seat  which  you  now  occupy. 
By  his  spirit  of  counsel  and  wisdom,  as  well  as  by  his  bodily  presence, 
which  was  venerable  for  purity  and  age,  we  were  then  sustained.  But 
the  place  which  then  knew  him  will  know  him  no  more.  He  has  gone, 
never  to  return  and  visit  us  again.  He  has  gone  to  the  retributions  of 
eternity,  to  receive  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  We  be- 
lieve his  soul  is  in  heaven ;  because,  while  on  earth,  he  was  esteemed  a 
JQst  man,  who  feared  God.  Few  men,  whom  we  have  known,  exhibit- 
ed stronger  evidence,  in  person  and  life,  of  meekness  and  truth,  justice 
and  temperance,  repentance  and  faith.  We  think,  therefore,  that  it  may 
he  said  with  reference  to  him :  *'  Blessed  are  the  dead,  who  die  in  the 
Lord:"  **  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God."  If 
we  live  to  his  age,  and  imitate  him  as  far  as  he  imitated  Christ ;  if  we 
are  the  occasion  of  as  few  offences,  and  do  as  much  good ;  if  we  so  re- 
pent of  our  sins,  and  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  hope  that  we, 
loo,  shall  be  blessed  of  him  "  ufho  gave  himself  for  us ;"  "  who  loved  us, 
(Old  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood;"  who  was  "  sent  to  pro* 
rlmm  Uberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  Prison  to  them  that 
are  bound:"  "  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever," 

With  this  brief  introduction,  we  proceed  to  state 

The  Progress  of  the  Reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  Year. 

Sabbath  School  in  the  Maine  Prison. — A  Sabbath  School  was  organ- 
ized in  the  State  Prison  at  Thomaston,  Maine.  The  Warden  of  the 
Prtfon,  in  a  letter  dated  April  20,  1830,  says :  "  The  Legislature,  at  the 
kit  session,  appropriated  $75  to  purchase  books  for  its  use ;  and,  at  the 
Mine  time,  an  addition  was  made  of  $50,  per  annum,  to  the  salary  of  the 
Gmplain,  who  is  required  to  attend  to  the  Sabbath  School.  The  success 
attending'  it  is  apparent;  the  convicts  become  more  industrious  and 
obedient ;  and  I  am  in  hopes,  by  divine  assistance,  (without  which  all  our 

AS 
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efTorts  will  be  ineffectaal,)  that  a  different  resalt  than  formerly  wiH  be  pro- 
duced in  the  morals  and  deportment  of  the  convicts.'' 

New  Prison  in  Vermont, — ^The  Legislature  of  Vermont,  at  the  last 
session,  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  New  Prison  at  Windsor,  od  the 
general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  A 
letter  from  the  Warden,  dated  May  5,  says :  "  The  New  Prison  was 
commenced  the  first  week  in  April.  It  will  contain  136  cells.  We 
shall  probably  have  the  walls  up  and  the  roof  on  the  present  season." 
Towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  an  agent  of  the  Prison  Dis- 
cipline Society,  at  the  request  of  the  Warden  of  the  Prison,  visited  Mont- 
pelier,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Governor,  urged  the  importance  of  the  measure  upon  the  members  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  joint  meeting  in  the  Representa- 
tives' chamber,  ^by  a  disclosure  of  many  appalling  facts  from  the  interi- 
or of  Prisons,  showing  the  necessity,  in  all  such  establishments,  of  solita- 
ry dormitories.  A  law  was  passed  within  a  fortnight,  with  almost  entire 
unanimity,  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Reform  in  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass. — In  Massachusetts,  the 
New  Prison  was  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  A  compe- 
tent witness,  on  the  spot,  says,  a  greater  change  was  produced  in  the 
behavior  of  the  convicts,  in  a  few  weeks  afler  they  entered  the  solitude 
of  the  New  Prison,  than  had  been  produced  by  the  combined  influence 
of  all  the  causes  which  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  it  daring  the 
preceding  year  and  a  half. 

Soon  afler  the  new  building  containing  the  dormitories  was  complet- 
ed, a  small  building,  containing  an  apartment  for  the  accommodation  of 
a  Sabbath  School,  was  erected,  where  about  fifty  convicts  of  the  young- 
er class  are  instructed,  on  the  Sabbath,  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  Chaplain. 

The  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  having  witnessed  the  progressire 
improvement  in  this  Institution,  authorized  the  erection  of  a  new  chap 
el.  This  chapel  was  commenced  in  April,  and  finished,  and  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  in  May.  It  is  a  very  convenient,  eco- 
nomical, and  pleasant  place  of  worship. 

These  improvements  in  the  buildings  at  Charlestown  are  not  more 
worthy  of  notice  than  the  improvement  in  discipline.  This  will  be  ap- 
parent from  a  brief  statement  of  facts  concerning  it,  arranged  according 
to  the  division  of  time.  From  the  locking  up  at  night  till  morning  light, 
all  the  convicts,  except  an  average  of  about  five  in  the  hospital,  are  m 
the  new  building,  in  separate  cells,  and  in  cells  so  arranged,  that  a  sen- 
tinel, on  duty,  can  preserve  entire  silence  among  three  hundred.  The 
space  around  the  cells  being  open  from  the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  front 
of  four  stories  of  cells,  in  a  building  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  furnish- 
es a  perfect  sounding  gallery,  in  which  the  sentinel  is  placed,  who  can  < 
hear  a  whisper  from  the  most  distant  cell.  He  can  therefore  keep  si- 
lence from  the  time  of  locking  up  at  night  to  the  time  of  unlocking  in 
the  morning,  which,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  makes  more  than  one 
half  of  all  the  time,  which  is  thus  secured  from  evil  communication 
From  the  time  of  unlocking  in  the  morning,  about  twelve  minutes  are 
occupied,  in  a  military  movement  of  the  convicts,  in  companies  of  thirty- 
eight,  with  an  officer  to  each  company,  in  perfect  silence,  to  their  various 
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pfaiicesof  labor.  At  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  it  is  found,  that 
there  is  a  place  for  every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  This  is  as 
true  of  the  officers  as  of  the  convicts.  If  an  officer  has  occasion  to  leave 
his  place,  the  system  requires  that  a  substitute  be  called.  If  a  convict 
l»s  occasion  to  leave  his  place,  there  is  a  token  provided  for  each  shop, 
or  ibr  a  given  number  of  men,  so  that  from  this  shop  or  number  only  one 
convict  can  leave  his  place  at  a  time.  The  consequence  is,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  those  who  have  the  tokens  in  their  hands,  any  officer  of  the 
Institution  may  be  certain  of  finding,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  a  place  for 
erery  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  There  is,  however,  a  class  of 
men,  consisting  of  ten  or  twelve,  called  runners  and  lumpers,  whose  du« 
tr  consists  in  moving  about  the  yard.  But  even  their  movements  are  in 
silence  and  order.  Consequently,  during  tlie  hours  of  labor,  the  convicts 
are  never  seen  moving  about  the  yard,  promiscuously,  or  assembled  in  lit- 
tle groups,  in  some  hiding-places  of  mischief,  or  even  two  and  two  in 
common  conversation.  All  is  order,  and  silence,  except  the  busy  hum 
of  industry,  during  the  hours  of  labor. 

The  hours  of  labor,  in  the  morning,  vary  a  little  with  the  season  of 
the  year,  but  amount  at  this  season  to  nearly  two  hours,  from  the  time 
of  unlocking  in  the  morning  till  breakfast.  When  the  hour  for  break-^ 
fast  comes,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  convicts  are  all  seen  marching  in 
solid  and  silent  columns,  with  the  lock  step,  under  their  respective  offi- 
cers, firom  the  shops  to  the  cells.  On  their  way  to  the  cells,  they  pass 
the  cookery,  where  the  food,  having  been  made  ready,  is  handed  to  them, 
as  they  pass  along  ;  and  at  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  from  the 
time  of  ringing  the  bell  for  breakfast,  all  the  convicts  are  in  their  cells, 
eating  their  breakfast,  silently  and  alone.  One  officer  only  is  lefi  in 
charge,  to  preserve  silence ;  and  the  others  arc  as  free  from  solicitude  and 
care,  till  the  hour  for  labor  returns,  as  other  citizen.<«. 

When  the  time  of  labor  again  returns,  which  is  at  the  end  of  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  almost  in  an  instant,, the  whole  body  of  convicts  are 
again  seen  marching  as  before  to  their  places  of  labor.  On  their  way  to 
the  shops,  they  pass  through  the  chapel,  and  attend  prayers.  The  time  from 
breakfast  till  dinner  passes  away  like  the  time  for  labor  before  breakfast, 
ail  the  convicts  being  found  in  their  places  industriously  employed,  in  si- 
lence. The  time  assigned  for  dinner  is  filled  up  in  tite  same  manner 
as  the  time  assigned  for  breakfast ;  and  the  time  for  lal)or  in  the  after- 
noon, in  the  same  manner  as  the  time  for  labor  in  the  morning ;  and 
when  the  time  for  evening  prayers  has  come,  at  the  rinjing  of  the  boll, 
all  the  convicts,  and  all  the  officers  not  on  duty  elsewhere,  are  seen 
marching  to  the  chapel,  where  the  Chaplain  closes  the  day  with  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer.  Afler  which  the  convicts  march  with  perfect 
silence  and  order  to  their  cells,  taking  their  supper  as  they  pass  along 
lu  about  five  and  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  of  leaving  their  labor, 
the  convicts  have  attended  prayers  in  tlie  chapel,  taken  their  supper, 
marched  to  their  cells  with  their  supper  in  their  hands,  and  are  safely 
locked  up  for  the  night.  This  is  the  history  of  a  day  at  *  harlestown  ; 
and  the  history  of  a  day  is  the  history  of  a  year,  with  the  variations  which 
aie  made,  on  the  Sabbath,  by  dispensing  with  the  hours  of  labor,  and  sub- 
stitming  the  hours  for  instruction  in  the  Sabbath  School,  and  the  hours 
^  public  worship. 

29 


838  PRISON   DISCIPUNE   BOCIETT.  8 

We  offer  a  single  remark,  in  regard  to  this  statement,  concerning  the 
discipline  of  the  Prison  at  Charlestown.  It  is  the  Anbum  system  weU 
introduced ;  and  what  has  been  done  at  Charlestown  can  be  done  else- 
where. 

If,  now,  the  present  Warden  shall  be  as  successful,  in  the  management 
of  the  Institution,  in  securing  favorable  pecuniary  results,  as  he  has  been 
in  introducing  the  new  discipline,  he  will  show  himself  to  be  an  invalua- 
ble public  officer.  He  merits  and  receives  great  praise  for  what  he  has 
already  done. 

Asylum  for  poor  and  imprisoned  Lunatics. — ^In  Massachusetts,  there 
is  another  subject  of  no  less  congratulation  to  the  friends  of  this  Society, 
than  the  reform,  in  the  Prison,  at  Charlestown.  The  sufferings  of  poor 
and  imprisoned  Lunatics,  have  been  largely  dwelt  upon,  in  our  former 
reports.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  last  session,  appro- 
priated $30,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hospital  for  this  class  of 
persons.  The  location  is  fixed  at  Worcester,  and  Commissioners  are 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  superintend  the  building.  It 
is  an  act  worthy  of  the  State,  to  make  such  provision  for  poor  and  im- 
prisoned Lunatics,  after  having  previously  made  munificent  provision,  in 
the  Asylum  at  Charlestown,  for  those  who  are  able  to  support  themseWes, 
or  whose  friends  are  able  to  support  them. 

Connecticut  State  Prison, — The  New  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
continues  to  sustain  the  high  character  given  to  it,  the  last  year,  in  the 
official  communications  of  the  State  authorities,  which  were  published 
in  our  last  Report.  As  an  example  of  neatness,  order,  quiet  industry, 
mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  faithful  instruction,  economy,  and  pro- 
ductive labor,  it  stands,  at  least,  on  a  level  with  the  Prison  at  Auburn.  In 
one  respect,  it  was  without  a  parallel,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  in 
the  history  of  Prisons.  The  proceeds  of  labor,  of  an  average  number  of 
about  150  prisoners,  exceeded  the  whole  expense  of  their  support,  in- 
cluding the  salary  of  the  officers,  by  the  sum  of  $5068  94. 

Juvenile  Delinquents  in  Contuctimt. — ^There  is  a  movement,  in  Con- 
necticut, in  behalf  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  is  as  it  should  be. 
The  Governor  has  introduced  the  subject  in  his  message,  and  the  ladies 
in  the  city  of  Hartford  and  in  Fairfield  county,  are  searching  for  this  class 
of  persons,  of  most  tender  age,  in  the  poor  houses,  and  providing  for  them 
suitable  care  and  instruction.  And  a  worthy  mechanic  in  New  Haven 
has  given  his  personal  attention,  for  three  or  four  years,  to  the  children 
in  the  poor-house  in  that  city.  He  formed  a  Sabbath  School  among 
them ;  he  engaged  to  pay  fifty  dollars  annually  for  preaching  to  the  children 
and  adults ;  he  did  what  he  could  to  procure  places  for  them  as  soon  as 
tliey  were  old  enough,  when  they  might  be  apprenticed.  The  number 
of  children  was  reduced,  from  nearly  forty,  to  six  or  eight,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  town,  for  the  support  of  the  establishment,  from  nearly 
94000,  annually,  to  a  little  more  than  $1000 ;  till  the  individual  spok- 
en of  offered  to  be  one  of  three  to  take  the  establishment,  and  free  the 
town  from  all  charge  for  current  expenses.  Thus  an  individual  becomes, 
in  part,  a  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  a  city  contain- 
ing nearly  10,000  inhabitants.  We  mention  these  circumstances,  as 
matter  of  encouragement  and  gratitude  to  the  friends  of  this  Society,  be- 
cause this  individual  assured  an  Agent  of  this  Society,  that  he  was  firs' 
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led  to  reflection,  and  the  discharge  of  duty,  in  this  particular  way,  by 
an  address  which  he  heard  in  New  Haven  on  Prisons.  As  there  was 
DO  iirge  Prison  in  New  Haven,  he  thought  he  would  do  all  the  good  he 
could,  in  the  most  wretched  place  he  could  find,  which  was  the  poor- 
boose,  at  that  time  containing  nearly  130  inmates ;  but  since  reduced 
toiboat  70.  One  thing  he  did,  besides  attending  to  the  children  ;  he 
took  away  the  poor  Christians,  that  he  found  there,  and  provided  for 
tbem,  at  his  own  expense,  in  private  families ;  and,  after  knowing  the 
blessedness  of  it  some  time  himself,  and  receiving  into  his  own  lx>som 
an  hundred  fold  for  all  he  gave  away,  he  went  to  the  churches  to  which 
these  poor  Christians  belonged,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  receiving 
mercies  very  fast,  in  taking  the  poor  of  the  churches  out  of  the  poor^ 
boose,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  have  them  receive  a  part  of  the  mercies 
b;  doing  a  part  of  the  duty ;  but  if  they  were  unwilling,  he  was  willing  to 
bre  his  measure  full,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and  running  over. 
Christian  friends,  this  is  not  fiction?  The  name  of  the  individual  will  be 
meotioned  when  he  is  dead.  If  we  approve  of  his  conduct,  let  us  imi- 
tate hia  example. 

EzUnsian  of  the  New  System  of  Prison  Discipline  to  Houses  of  Car- 
Ttdion, — There  is  still  another  movement,  in  Connecticut,  intimately 
coQoected  with  the  object  of  this  Society.  At  least  two  of  the  counties 
bare  been  engaged  in  preparations  for  building  Houses  of  Correction, 
QD  the  generaJ  plan  of  the  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  where  intemperate 
persons,  vagabonds,  pilferers,  and  the  idcious  poor  generally,  may  be 
separated  from  one  another,  and  from  the  world,  restrained  from  vice, 
brought  under  wholesome  discipline  and  instruction,  and  made  to  sup- 
port themselves.  The  Legislature,  in  1829,  authorized  a  tax  in  the 
eoQDty  of  Fairfield,  of  (10,000  for  this  object.  We  exceedingly  regret 
to  learo  that  the  Legislature  of  1830  repealed  the  act. 

Valuable  Establishment  on  BlackweWs  Island.'-On  BluckwelFs  Isl- 
and, near  New  York,  the  city  is  erecting  an  establishment  on  the  same 
general  plan,  for  the  same  general  purposa  It  w&s  in  contemplation  to 
^M  not  more  than  270  or  280  separate  dormitories,  and,  in  other  ex- 
teosive  buildings,  to  throw  the  space  into  large  apartments,  as  in  the  old 
Alms-House,  where  fifty  or  sixty  obscene,  profane  and  corrupt  persons 
should  be  left  to  themselves  day  and  night.  But,  through  the  direct  in- 
Sueuce  of  this  Society,  the  original  plan  has  been  altered,  and  they  are 
i^w  {Nroceeding  to  build  as  many  dormitories  as  they  expect  to  have 
^cioos  poor  to  send  to  the  Island — ^a  measure  probably  of  more  conse- 
^nce,  in  restraining  vice  and  preventing  sin,  than  any  other  one  effected 
^fthia  Society's  labors.  The  value  is  inestimable  of  separation,  solitude, 
^eoce,  order,  cleanliness,  industry,  and  instruction,  in  buildings  well 
(^>Qstracted  for  the  purpose,  where  the  vicious  and  corrupt  part  of  such 
a  city's  pauper  population,  amounting  to  nearly  two  thousand  souls,  may 
^  provided  for,  instead  of  having  them  crowded  together:  in  an  ordinary 
poor-house.  It  is  valuable,  too,  not  merely  in  its  immediate  effects  up- 
w  the  city,  but  as  an  example  to  other  cities,  other  counties,  and  oth- 
w  states.  The  practical  and  observing  men  in  the  New  York  Aims-House 
'•ve  had  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  separate  dormitories  for  the 
vicious  poor,  in  the  effects  produced  on  the  female  convicts  now  under 
^ir  care,  from  the  old  State  Prison  at  Greenwich.     Any  person,  who 
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saw  them  as  they  were  betire  their  remoTal,  in  their  crowded  night 
rooms,  and  who  has  seen  them  as  they  now  are,  and  marked  the  di&r- 
ence  in  their  apartments,  in  regard  to  order,  neatness,  tranquillity,  and 
a  disposition  to  improve,  has  learned  a  lesson  of  great  value,  if  he  wishes 
to  do  good  to  the  vicious  poor.  This  example  is  not  unheeded  by  those 
who  have  in  charge  the  erectbn  of  the  extensive  establishment  on  Black- 
well's  Island. 

Prospect  of  the  speedy  Downfall  rf  BridiweU.^-'Th.e  Bridewell  io  the 
city  of  New  York,  that  nuisance,  within  a  stone's  cast  of  the  City  Hall, 
which  has  repeatedly  been  presented  as  a  nuisance,  by  grand  juries, 
and  which  we  have  endeavored,  from  year  to  year,  to  expose  to  paUic 
abhorrence,  is  at  last  likely  to  come  down.  A  letter  from  Alderman 
Burtis,  dated  May  4,  183Q,  whose  cordial  co-operation  in  all  good  designs 
in  this  department  of  benevolence  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  says :  *'  I  be- 
lieve our  corporation  will  now  build  a  Bridewell.  The  committee  re- 
quested my  plan.  Knowing  that  you  have  thought  much  on  the  subject, 
will  you  give  me  your  view  of  the  best  plan  V  His  request  has  been 
complied  with ;  and  we  congratulate  all  who  abhor  sin  on  the  proepect 
of  a  new  Bridewell  for  the  city  of  New  York. 

Prison  at  /Xng  Sing,  N.  Y. — ^The  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  has  been  fin- 
ished since  our  last  Report.  It  contains  eight  hundred  cells,  extensive 
shops,  a  convenient  cookery,  hospital,  and  chapel.  The  Legislature  of 
New  York,  at  the  last  session,  authorized  the  addition  of  two  hundred 
cells,  fay  adding  another  story  to  the  main  building ;  thus  showing,  what- 
ever may  be  the  nutnber  of  convicts  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  de- 
terminatioB  of  the  Legblatnre,  that  the  number  of  solitary  cells  shall  be 
greater. 

But  there  art  diJicuUies,  in  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  imfA  ifr,  hynds, 
the  principal  ke^er.  The  statement  which  we  give  of  these  nnpleasant 
difficulties  is  made  from  a  series  of  letters  written  by  Samuel  Af .  Hc^ 
kins  of  Albany,  one  of  the  three  commissioners  (George  Tibbits  c^Troy, 
and  Stephen  Allen  of  New  York,  being  the  other  two)  appointed  by  the 
Legishiture  to  erect  this  Prison.  Mr.  Ljrnds  received  his  af^intraent 
from  then.    Mr.  Hopkins  writes  as  follows : 

^  A  year  or  two  mice,  we  found  that  rumon  were  beaiiiniag  to  eireulate  in  the 
▼icioity  of  Sinz  Sing,  relating  to  cruelty  to  convicts,  and  the  neglect  of  the  sck. 
The  ease  first  brought  to  our  ears  was  that  of  a  man  whose  leg  was  shattered  by  a 
powder  blast,  and  who  was  said  to  have  been  left  without  surgical  aid,  until  the 
ease  became  incurable;  and  that  the  man  died  in  oonaequenoe.  The  boerd  of 
eonunlssioners  immediately  set  about  such  examinations  as  mi^t  assure  us,  as  far 
as  possible,  of  the  most  secret  transactions  within  the  prison.  From  time  to  time, 
tacts  came  out,  which  proved  neglect  or  misconduct  m  Ae  head  of  the  establbh- 
ment,  and  of  which  our  board  thou^t  it  proper  to  note  their  unanimous  disapproba- 
tioB,  by  formal  entries  made  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Lynda  gave 
DO  sufficient  explanation  of  the  alleged  misconduct;  and,  in  the  coarse  of  last  fall,  I 
made  a  formal  motion,  in  our  board,  for  his  remov^  from  the  place  of  Agent  and 
Keeper. 

Two  of  us  visited  the  prison  as  soon  as  the  river  was  navigable,  ia  April,  and 
we  found  one  prisoner  with  a  foot  which  had  been  so  frozen  that  the  surgeon  then 
exoected  that  amputation  would  be  necessary. 

^  In  the  latter  days  of  May  and  beginning  of  June,  I  was  again,  at  two  different 
times,  at  the  prison ;  once  with  another  of  the  commissioners,  and  once  alooe.  It 
appeared  that,  since  our  former  visit,  Mr.  Lynds  had  dismissed  the  fiev.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett, the  Chaplain. 

Our  opinion  of  his  estimable  character  will  appear  from  the  annexed  papera. 
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On  die  IBtfa  oi  July,  we  had  anodMr  neetiii^tat  the  ptiam,  and  liirtiier  teatlmo- 
ny  was  then  taken  on  the  lubjects  under  inqoiry.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  one  of  the  ae- 
asbat  keepers,  had  made  a  deposition,  laying  sundry  facts  to  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Lynds.  In  the  course  of  it,  Mr.  Hitchcock  mentions  the  load  ontcry  and  clamor  of 
the  priaooers  for  food,  and  the  orders  given  to  putish  them  for  it,  and  other  instances 
of  personal  cruelty;  also  several  instances  of  sipposed  incorrect  conduct  on  Mr. 
Lfods'  part  in  pecuniary  matters ;  such  as  coing  to  Auburn  on  private  businesa,  and 
charging  the  public  Ids  expenses;  putting  m  his  own  pocket  part  of  the  pay  of  one 
Treat,  a  guard ;  defrauding  the  state  of  part  of  the  proceeds  of  some  rough  stone 
tM ;  haying  some  articles  of  household  furniture  made  at  the  prison  for  himself, 
withioat  accounting  for  it;  taking  fuel  frosa  the  prison  stores  for  family  use;  and 
with  ayiog  that  he  obtained  double  pay  of  the  state  for  one  month's  service ;  uul  as 
aproof  of  want  of  veracity  in  Mr.  Lynda,  he  mentioned  a  misstatement  by  him  in 
reiatioQ  to  some  sheet-iron  bought  of  Messrs.  Coming  k,  Norton. 

Our  resolution  regaiding  Mr.  Barrett  was  handsome  and  remctful  towards  bim. 
In  relatioQ  to  Mr.  Hitchcock,  we  expressed  our  continued  conndence  in  him.  One 
object  of  the  resolution  expressing  continued  confidence  in  Mr.  Hitchcock,  was  to 
lecare  him  from  removal  by  Mr.  JLynds ;  and  it  was  mentioned  among  some  or  all 
rfas,  in  conversation,  that  since  Mr.  Barrett  woi  gone,  we  still  felt  that  &e  pree- 
eseeof  Mr.  Hitchcock  would  be  some  security  against  misgovenunent,  or  to  that 
eflect 

Before  the  next  meeting,  we  learned  that  Mr.  Lynds  had  removed  Mr.  Hitch- 
cock from  office.  Mr.  Hitchcock  is,  in  my  opinibn,  a  man  of  great  personal  wordi, 
ad  perfect  fidelity  in  his  trust  Mr.  Lynds  has  very  often  spoken  in  the  highest  terms 
of  bim,  as  a  man,  an  officer,  and  a  mechanist  I  consider  him  as  in  reality  ncMceA 
k  hu  fideHtv  in  giving  us  information,  which  we  made  it  his  duty  to  nye. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  the  commissioners  again  met  nt  the  prison.  We  began  to 
"eal  over  to  Mr.  Lynds  the  remarks  I  had  made  on  his  answer  to  Hitchcock's  state- 
neot,  and  to  explain  the  defectiveness  of  his  ansirers ;  and  also  attempted  to  obtain 
■one  other  explanations.  This  investigation  was  cut  short  by  Mr.  Lynds'  refusal 
to  answer  our  questions. 

Upon  this  state  of  things,  I  made  and  entered  upon  the  minutes  a  fonnal  motion 
^  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lynds  from  the  agency  of  the  prison.  The  board  passed  a 
i^QtioD,  postponing  the  decision  of  the  motion  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  refusal  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  answer  questions  important  to  the  prison  government 
^ared  to  me  to  be  an  open  renunciation  and  defiance  of  that  authority  which  the 
kwi  had  confided  to  the  commissioners. 

We  of  tfak  commission  have  said  and  written  much  to  uphold  him  against  pow- 
erful oppositioa.  This  statement  of  altered  views  regarding  him,  or  of  his  altered 
coadoct,  will  expose  me  to  many  severe  and  mortifying  remarks;  and  no  man  more 
tbsD  myself  ought  to.  wish  that  he  were  clear  of  all  suspicion. 

The  high  discipline  which  such  an  institution  requires,  united  with  productive 
^.  exact  accountability,  and  fidelity  to  die  public  interest,  necessarily  supposes 
(be  agent  to  be  a  man  of  unquestionable  integrity;  an  integrity  which  does  not  rest 
¥)&  the  evidence  of  formal  aequittahi,  or  the  want  of  formal  proofs,  or  upon  eva- 
^^  It  must  be  such  integrity  as  can  court,  encourage  and  aid  the  most  minute 
>ad  thorough  scrutiny. 

If  a  keeper  should  be  disposed  to  discourage,  or  overawe,  or  drive  away,  the  more 
^Dt  and  moral  of  his  ofncers»  and  appoint  men  of  loose  and  irregular  fives  to  of« 
&ce;  commit  petty  peculations,  and  abuse  his  convicts ;  if  then  he  can  defy  or  evade 
^  KTutiny  of  inspection,  and  no  witness  can  be  had  but  his  corrupt  dependents ;  I 
Bttd  not  say  that  our  penitentiarv  system  is  prostrated,  nor  diat  the  best  hopes  of 
<A*Btind,  regaiding  this  branch  of  improvement,  are  most  unhappily  blasted. 

I  vill  not  insinuate  against  Mr.  Ljrnds  what  I  am  willing  to  say  directly.  I  say, 
uereibre,  diat,  in  my  view,  the  testimony  and  foots  to  wmeh  I  have  referred,  and 
°f  manner  of  meeting  or  not  meethig  the  same,  raise  a  strong  presumption  in  my 
^'"od*  that  he  has  no  sufficient  defence  against  the  imputations.  Some  of  them  seem 
^^  to  be  unanswerably  proved.    At  present,  my  oonfidenee  in  him  is  Impaired  or 

Bstraet$fiom  Mr,  HopfMuf  Reaaansfcr  removing  Mr,  Lynda, 

"I.  Because  his  order,  forbidding  the  prisoners  to  complain  of  want  of  food  un- 
^  pain  of  punislnnent,  was  an  outrage  upon  humanity.    Under  the  operation  of 
Boeder,  we  have  proof,  upon  the  oath  of  a  keeper  very  fiiendly  to  Mr.  Lynds,  of 
29» 
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ft  meat  ralion,  which  could  not,  by  the  descriptton,  ht.ye  been  an  Ofunce,  and  many 
■others  of  like  character. 

II.  Because  I  am  entirely  satisfied  from  the  evidence,  and  from  known  facts  and 
observation,  that,  while  that  order  was  enforced  in  its  rigor,  the  prisoners  were  ac- 
tually kept  on  short  rations. 

In  April  last,  1  saw  the  convicts  bring  their  dishes  from  (he  cells,  and  from  that 
moment  I  have  never  doubted  but  they  were  stinted.  The  wooden  dishes,  without 
exception,  were  scraped  clean,  even  to  whiteness,  and  in  hundreds  not  a  particle 
left. 

On  that  occasion,  a  perron  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  supplies  made  me 
this  unsuspecting  and  undesigned  remark ;  that  the  rations  were  then  enough ;  that 
they  had  till  lately  been  much  less ;  and,  in  answer  to  my  remark  about  the 
dishes,  said,  thatnoto  the  anwieta  would  soon  be  filled  up,  and  then  the  dishes  would 
be  different. 

If  the  fiict  of  want  was  otherwise  doubtful,  the  bitter  complaints  of  (he  prisonen 
to  under  keepers,  during  tiie  time  of  the  prohibitfon,  would  be  the  highest  proof  of 
actual  want  These  complaints  seem  peculiar  to  this  period;  there  were  cases  of 
prisoners  mianifestly  too  feeble  to  work,  and  of  some  who  did'double  work  on  havioe 
niil  meals;  others  eat  clay,  which  the  keepers  generally  spoke  of  in  connexion  with 
the  subject  of  rations. 

These  extraordinary  facts  induced  us  to  examine  (he  provision  room,  and  we  fouod 
the  provisions  in  great  part  made  up  of  hogs'  heads,  and  of  shanks,  sldrts  and  necb 
«fbeef. 

III.  Because  the  case  of  the  assistant  keeper  and  overseer  of  the  rations,  Mr. 
Marshall,  which  has  been  the  sabject  of  much  examination,  comes  in  additioD  to, 
and  in  confirmation  of  the  facts  regarding  scarcity.  The  facts  are,  tihat  Marshall  re- 
ceived considerable  presents  from  the  contractor,  during  this  time ;  that  Mr.  Lynds 
knew  of  some  of  the  presente,  and  received  some  himself;  that  he  intrusted  Mar- 
shall  alone  to  supply  the  daily  rations,  without  any  oversight  or  examination  what- 
ever ;  that  the  oflal  pork  was  vrecelved  a  fortnight  before  Marshall  informed  Mr. 
Lynds  of  it ;  tJiough  it  u)cu  an  old  practice  to  receive  offal  heff  whm  ike  pubHc 
paid  for  prime.  I  consider  this  inattention  to  the  wants  of  the  prisoners)  and  the 
conduct  of  Marshall,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lynds,  as  amounting  to  gross  negligence  at 
least ;  but  it  gives  strong  ground  to  suspect  more. 

It  shows  a  very  questionable  state  offings,  when  bodi  the  principal  keeper  and 
the  overseer  of  rations  receive  valuable  presents  from  a  contractor,  who  is  not  lo 
easy  circumstances ;  when  the  presents  are  connected  in  time  with  urgent  and  dis- 
trening  want;  the  want  with  loud  complaints;  and  the  complaints  with  a  prohi- 
bition by  the  principal  to  bring  them  to  his  ears  under  pain  of  punishment. 

IV.  Because,  during  this  time  of  severe  complaint,  an  account  is  made  up  a^t 
.  the  state  of  1200  or  1400  extra  rations.    This  account  has  been  dHiwn  for  by  Mr. 

Lynds,  without  any  sufficient  evidence  whatever,  that  any  extra  rations,  or  even  the 
regular  number,  were  furnished ;  and  I  verily  believe  it  to  be  fraud  upon  the  state. 
The  whole  charge  of  extra  ratiom  rests  upon  the  fidelity  of  Marshall  only;  ud 
thus  the  state  pays  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  prisoners  starve  en  the  other  hand, 
upon  the  mere  allegation  of  a  keeper  who  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor. 

V.  Because  the  mconsistency  and  untruth  of  the  pretences  resorted  to  in  excuse 
rive  the  strongest  grounds  to  apprehend  bad  faith.  The  clamors  of  the  prisoners 
m  the  winter  and  spring  are  accounted  for  by  saying  that  they  were  more  hun^J 
In  cold  weather.  The  extra  rations  in  summer  are  said  to  be  necessary,  becaufc 
the  days  are  long;  and  it  is  said,  if  the  prisoners  have  all  they  ask  for,  they  viU  in- 
jure their  health  by  eating  to  excess ;  and  this  last  idea  Mr.  Lynds  took  much  pa«» 
to  impress  upon  us.  The  whole  is  unfounded  in  truth.  It  is  not  trw  that  men  re- 
quire extra  food  (beyond  our  constant  ration)  in  winter  because  it  is  cold,  and  in 
summer  because  the  days  are  long ;  for  we  well  know  that  this  ration,  fairly  gi«n» 
is  enough  in  summer  and  winter  for  the  average  of  men ;  it  proves  enough  m  otner 
prisons ;  it  is  better  than  the  army  raHon ;  and  all  human  experience,  in  P"so»^*J 
out  of  them,  proves  that  laboring  men,  having  habitually  sufficient  food,  are  notoj- 
ten  made  sick  by  it.    The  present  sUte  of  this  prison  proves  the  same  unansweraoiT- 

VI.  Because  it  was  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty  in  Mr.  Lynds  to  receive  offal  bf€i 
from  year  to  year,  when  the  contract  was  for  prime.  The  diflerenceofcostua 
fraud  upon  the  state. 

VII.  There  are  many  matters  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  which  have  <»'y  IjJJ 
peared  of  late»  and  which  riiow  him  to  be  a  diflferent  man,  in  his  present  temper  aw 
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coudttct,  from  what  he  was,  and  unfit  to  corem  %  prison.  There  are  unanswerable 
lostances  of  cruelty  to  prisoners ;  his  harm  and  violent  speeches  regarding  them  are 
justly  oflensive  to  public  feeling ;  he  has  given  orders  for  indiscriminate  punishmenty 
vhldi  might  therefore  reach  the  innocent,  as  in  the  case  of  his  eflfort  to  stop  the 
loud  and  umversal  clamor  for  food :  his  conduct  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett  was  a  se- 
ries of  insult,  and  is  the  second  instance  of  bad  temper  shown  to  an  excellent  pris- 
oQ  Chaplain.  Some  of  his  keepers,  engaged  of  late,  are  men  of  such  habits,  depoit- 
sent  and  language,  as  unfit  them  for  the  important  duties  they  are  called  on  to  ex- 
^rci^e.  I  do  no^  indeed,  expect  the  keepers  to  be  teachers,  nor  do  I,  in  ordinary 
C23C3^  expect  frequent  reformations ;  but  nothing  in  the  keepers  should  a|^ar  ad« 
Ycrsc  to  it.  The  whole  moral  aspect  of  the  priaon  government  is  now  unluippy, 
;uid,  vhcn  publicly  known,  will  be  disgraceful  to  the  state. 

VIII.  Because  I  am  dissatisfied  with  some  of  (he  pecuniary  transactions  of  Mr. 
Lyods.  One  of  his  first  acts  (after  the  law  was  passed)  was  to  increase  in  his  own 
favor  an  item  in  his  own  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  new  Prison;  thus  compel- 
H::^  us  to  begin  by  breaking  over  an  estimate  wlich  we  had  just  submitted  to  the 
Legislature,  and  which  was  meant  to  be  made  with  great  caution.  His  own  sal- 
ary had  been  reported  at  $2,000,  which  was  just  that  of  a  judge  of  the  supreme 
court.  But  when  we  were  committed  to  go  oi^  and  could  not  well  dispense  with 
\M  services  without  the  loss  of  a  year,  he  suddeily  informed  us  that  he  expected 
boose  rent  and  fuel  in  addition.  We  afterwards  compromised  the  allowance  of  fuel 
4.1  ^100  a  year,  which  he  has  regularly  received*  Thus  we  submitted  to  the  ex- 
action, and  are  estopped ;  but  it  now  appears,  that,  since  that  time,  he  has  taken  con- 
edcrable  quantities  of  coal  from  the  prison  to  lis  house,  of  which  no  account  was 
snsde.  He  alleges  having  afterwards  paid  for  them  in  New  York,  but  produces  no 
proof,  nor  his  own  oath. 

Several  instances  of  small  peculations  have  been  charged  upon  Mr.  Lynds,  and 
tk&ied  not  at  all,  or  in  so  evasive  a  manner  as  to  give  rue  to  most  unpleasant  in- 
^reoces.  One  of  tlie  keepers,  heretofore  disckarged,  openly  charged  him  with 
crediting  the  state  but  about  half  the  proceeds  of  some  boat-loads  of  stone,  being 
woo  after  the  book  which  contained  the  account  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Ho  was 
'old  of  the  <Jiarge  at  the  time,  and  has  rested  under  the  imputation  without  the  least 
attempt  (eo  far  as  appears)  to  refute  it  Several  small  credits  without  date,  but  of 
loQ^  standing,  were  brought  into  the  foot  of  his  account  for  1828.  In  point  of  fact, 
we  had  heard  of  them  before  the  entries  were  made ;  and  thd  whole  had  too  much 
the  appearance  of  being  only  made  because  there  was  reason  to  suspect  that  we  had 
heard  of  them.  The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Lynds  has  met,  or  rather  avoided  meet- 
ing, the  explicit  statements  made  against  him,  and  made  b^  a  man  under  his  control, 
y  not  like  that  of  any  honest  man  I  ever  saw.  It  has  been  silence,  evasion  or  counter 
attack  ;  and  not  in  one  instance  direct  and  open  denial  under  his  signature  or  oath,  nor 
producing  documents,  investigating  facts,  and  demanding  and  pursuing  full  inqui- 
.'v,  which,  I  reprehend,  is  natural  to  one  who  is  conscious  of  innocence. 

IX.  Because  he  has  turned  out  of  office  Mr.  Hitchcock,  a  most  excellent  officer 
and  estimable  man,  and  one  whose  services  are  well  known  to  be  of  great  value  to 
the  public ;  and  this  upon  a  personal  ground,  and  without  the  allegation  of  miscon- 
duct ;  and  this,  too,  after  our  resolution  on  the  minutes  of  July  had  recorded  our  con- 
4nued  confidence  in  Mr.  Hitchcock-  That  resolution  was  professedly  intended  to 
keep  him  in  place,  unless  there  should  be  just  and  special  cause  for  his  removal. 
.\nd  in  my  own  judgment,  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hitehcock  was  the  best  check  against 
irregularities  in  the  prison  government  I  consider  the  removal  of  this  officer,  and 
the  reason  assigned,  that  Bfr.  Lynds  could  *  suit  himself  better/  as  an  open  defiance 
of  our  opinion,  and  a  contempt  of  the  authority  which  the  law  has  confided  to  us. 
He  added  verbally,  that,  if  not  agreeable  to  the  commissioners,  we  had  an  easy  rem- 
edy ;  though  he  oidered  the  words  to  be  struck  out  of  his  written  answer. 

X.  Because  Mr.  Lynds  sets  himself  in  persevering  opposition  to  all  efiective  ex- 
amination on  prison  aflairs  by  the  commissioners,  which  is  also  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  intent  of  the  laws  as  shown  by  the  revision ;  not  that  Mr.  Lynds  avows  this 
opposition;  thoush  he  really  makes  it,  and  has  openly  insisted  that  we  could  never 
Warn  the  truth  if  he  chose  to  conceal  it. 

XI.  Because  we  have  unanimously  recorded  on  our  minutes  several  matters  of 
severe  reproof  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  and  several  matters  of  accusation  re- 
main unanswered  by  him,  and,  by  a  resolution  of  July  meeting,  were  formallj^post- 
poned  ;  and  now,  the  commissioners  having  met  in  August,  to  act  finally  upon^ese 
subjects,  Mr.  Lynds  refuses  all  explanatton  whatever  This  refusal  is  an  insult, 
and  a  personal  humiliation." 

B 
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**  Having  preKOted  to  the  public  a  copy  of  tbe  reaflons  lor  the  r^iK»?al  of  the 
Agent,  I  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  question/ '  whether  those  charges  are  true, 
and  what  is  the  evidence  of  them/ 

The  first  head  of  complaint  appearing  before  us  was,  that,  in  die  winter  and  spring 
of  1829^  the  prisoners  were  stinted  in  ttieir  rations ;  that  orders  were  nvtn  to  sop- 
press  their  complaints  by  flogginr,  but  witheot  any  examination  whether  tbe  com- 
plaints  were  reasonable ;  that  at  mis  time  the  under  keeper,  who  had  the  diftribo- 
tion  of  the  provisions,  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor,  and  that  the  agent  knew 
it ;  that  on  examination  of  ihe  provisions  in  store,  they  turned  out  to  be  mostly  of- 
fal—^eads,  shanks,  skirts,  and  hearts — and  that  it  was  then  discovered  to  be  an  old 
practice  of  the  aeent  to  receive  such  provisions,  while  the  public  paid  for  prime  beef 
and  pork ;  and  that,  during  this  time  of  want,  an  account  of  xztra  ratio vb  mt 
run  up,  and  has  been  paid  from  the  state  treasury. 

The  ration  of  pork  is  |  of  a  pound ;  that  of  beef,  a  pound,  and  both  primx.  The 
flour  and  meal  are  18  ounces ;  besides  potatoes,  rye-eofiee  and  molasses;  makiag 
the  prison  ration  much  better  tfian  that  of  the  United  States  army. 

Deposition  of  Charles  Yeo,  an  assistant  keeper.  '  In  the  winter,  he  tboagbt 
the  ration  scanty,  and  the  men  complained  of  hunger ;  has  seen  bones  with  lit- 
tle meat  on  them  ;  has  seen  the  jaw-bones  and  the  kids  of  hogs ;  the  men  wwM 
show  him  their  rations,  and  show  how  little  there  was.  Last  winter,  there  was  a  contiD- 
nation  of  complaints.  Captain  Lynds  gave  a  public  order  in  church,  stating  that  he 
thought  that  they  had  enough,  and  that  If  any  more  complained,  he  would  punish 
them ;  has  heard  two  or  three  such  public  orders  given.' 

Jeremiah  Price,  an  assistant  keeper.  '  As  to  quantity,  thinks  eariy  this  spnag 
there  was  a  scarcity ;  about  the  first  of  March,  the  men  complained  most ;  buteome 
in  the  winter,  and  some  now.'  [He  afterwards  named  some  of  his  men  who  grew 
poor,  &c.] 

Abner  Joy.  [He  is  Af  r.  Lynds*  favorite  witness.]  *  How  small  a  meat  rttioa, 
in  your  judgment,  have  you  ever  seen  dealt  out  fo^  working  convict?'  Answer. 
'  I  have  known  them  hand  up  a  rsUon  to  the  door  to  me,  when  it  appeared  rtrf 
small.  [Witness  fakes  up  a  very  small  part  of  a  cake  of  Windsor  soap,  to  which  he 
compares  it,  saying  it  nflght  be  double  that  piece.]  And  as  several  cemplained  at 
the  same  time,  'from  that  and  from  the  looks  of  the  piece,  he  believes  It  was  all  thus 
bad,  though  he  has  known  them  attempt  to  deceive  on  that  subject.  *  *  Dep^ 
nent  says,  that,  looking  at  the  ration,  he  should  not,  on  his  own  judgment,  think  tbe 
ration  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  meaning  for  each  meal.*  [Meat  is  given  hot 
twice  a  day.] 

^  Question.  '  Do  you  believe  your  men  have  ever  suflered  for  the  want  of  saffi- 
cient  food?'  Answer.  'Judging  from  appearances,  I  think  I  have  seen  ihem. 
when  at  work,  by  their  looks  and  actions,  faint  and  weary.  I  have  asked  such,  who 
answered  that  they  "were  all  gone,'*-<had  nothing  inside  of  them.'  Should 
not  have  trusted  their  words,  but  these  answers  came  from  faithftil  men,  not  apt  to 
complain ;  and  their  looks  and  actions  were  what  I  depended  on.' 

Robert  Wiltsie,  the  deputy  keeper,  and  a  friend  and  relative  of  Mr.  Lpdi. 
*  About  tbe  middle  of  March^  there  were  great  complaints  among  the  convicts,  ind 
the  keepers  talked  a  good  deal  about  the  rations.'  *  *  <  The  complaints  were,  I 
think,  to  some  extent  reasonable,  in  March  and  April.'  *  *  Says,  in  answer  to  a 
question,  that  'there  was  no  check,  to  my 'knowledge,  by  which  it  eonhl  be  told 
whether  Mr.  M.  did  or  did  not  give  the  full  ration.' 

From  the  joint  deposition  of  W.  Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Joy,  when  examined  £>ce 
to  face.  '  Bar.  Hitchcock  says  that  when  the  order  was  in  force  prohibiting  con- 
plaints,  the  convicts  would  jam  their  kids  upon  the  floor,  and  cry  out,  wx  '^k' i^' 
MOST  STARVED  TO  DXATH.  Crlcs  aud  uoises  like  this  were  frequent.  Mr.  Lynd^ 
called  the  keepers  together,  and  told  them  to  keep  upon  the  galleries  until  the  last 
door  was  locked,  and  see  if  they  could  not  catch  those  fellows.  *  If  you  can  g«t 
within  a  dozen  cells,  it  is  enough.    I  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  for  one  as  not.*  * 

*  Mr.  Joy  says  it  was, '  1  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  as  not,  to  stop  the  damming  ol 
theUds.'    And  he  denies  the  part  wUehflcys,' If  yen  4mii  get  within  a  dozen,  It  19 

enough.' ' 

Though  he  ordered  punishment  for  complaining,  he  took  no  means  whatever 
to  ascertahi  whether  their  complaints  were  well-founded  or  not.  Tbe  depnty  keener 
(quoted  above)  says  he « knew  of  no  check.*  Mr.  Lynds  expressly  stoted  to  us  that 
he  *  knew  nothing  whether  the  ration  was  good  or  not,  but  trusted  whdBv  to  M. 

S M  [the  asdstant  keeper,  who  has  the  dealing  out  of  tne  r»*M^' 

and  the  superintendence  of  the  cooking  and  provision  depmtaient]    'Wflnn  [t^ 
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contmetor]  iadtfids  the  deponent  for  his  extra  treublo  in  taking  eareof  hia  proyiaions 
»  aforesaid,  and  in  sending  back  empty  barrels.  He  wrote  deponent  about  his 
compensation  for  this  trouble.  Deponent  wrote  In  reply,  he  must  not  let  his  (depo- 
ncofe)  funily  ttarye,  and  Mr.  Wilson  sent  deponent  a  barrel  of  flour,  a  barrel  ot 
pofk,  and  ^25  in 'cash,  as  a  new  year's  present;  nnd  has  since  sent  him  one  barrel 
uA  a  half  of  flonr.' 

Thus  Mr.  M  served  two  masters;  theetcUe,  to  deal  out  provisions  to  de- 

fenceless pristmers,  and  the  contractor  who  supplied  the  provisions ;  but  he  served 
the  latter  under  the  special  condition  that  the  contractor  should  not  let  the  chief 
cook's  fiunily  starve.  The  prisoitkrs ,  howevei ,  under  this  arrangement,  do  starve 
iod  clamor.  The  principal  keeper  knows  of  the  clamor ;  knows  of  the  chief  cook's 
obligations  to  the  contractor ;  takes  care  not  to  know  whether  there  is  starvation  or 
jaU ;  but  orders  the  prisoners  to  be  flogged  by  the  dozen  for  complaining. 

This  tesitimony  was  taken  openly,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lynds,  who  cross-ex* 
mined  each  of  die  witnestee  as  he  chose.  It  was  taken  about  ten  months  ago ;  and 
he  has  never  contradicted  or  explained  any  part  of  it. 

The  inspection  of  the  provision  room  was  made  by  Mr.  Tibbits,  Mr.  Allen  and 
myself,  personally.  The  general  result  is  recoeded  in  our  minutes,  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extmct  :— 

*  It  also  appears,  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lynds,  the  agent,  and  M  ,  and 
from  an  examination  of  the  provisions  in  store,  made  by  the  commissioners  person- 
ally, that,  instead  of  the  inspected  prime  beef  ond  pork,  contracted  to  be  furnished 
by  the  contractor,  hogs'  heads  and  shoulders,  exclusively,  had  been  sent  and  re- 
ceived in  separate  casks ;  and  some  inspected  mtss  pork  in  other  casks.   That  it  had 

becD  left  to  Mr.  M ,  as  the  provisions  were  used,  so  to  mix  the  heads  and  shoul* 

ders  with  tiid  mess  pork  as  to  make  the  rations  <qual  to  prime  pork. 

That  M-— ^  was  ordered  by  the  agent  to  m^e  of  this  mixture  rations  equal  to 
prime  pork,  which  M^-—  8a3rs  he  did;   bvt  ot  which  it  appkaes  that  thx 

COimCTS,  HOT  WITBOVT  BCASOK,  COMPXtAlNKD,  AS  WBLL  OF  QUANTITY  AS 

^UALiTT.'  [This  order  then  goes  on  to  rehearse  the  affair  of  the  present;  orders 
the  efaief  eook  to  be  removed  from  that  place ;  and  directs  that,  in  future,  none  but 
tmeeted  prime  provisions  be  received.] 

From  ihm  chief  cook's  deposition.  *  The  beef  has  been  more  generally  rough  or 
shin  befcf  tfian  prime,  ever  since  deponent  has  been  in  the  kitchen,  which  was 
two  ye«»  &e  4Ui  of  December  last.  *  *  This  kind  of  beef  is  tiie  shanks,  which 
are  spfit  umI  the  shin  bone  taken  out;  other  kinds  of  rough  beef  are  the  cheeks, 
heads,  and  skirts  and  necks.  The  necln  have  the  bone  in,  and  when  the  necks  are 
used,  the  orders  of  Captain  Lynds  were  to  use  six  barrels  Instead  of  five,  and  deponent 
Bsed  them  aeeordingly ;  that  is,  he  ordered  deponent  to  use  enough  to  make  out  the 
ratioB,  and  this  was  the  way  deponent  did  it     We  could  only  oome  at  this  by  guess.' 

From  the  deposition  of  the  same.  *When  did  Mr.  Lynds  first  give  these 
orders  respecting  the  rough  beef,  and  making  up  the  quantity  good  r'  Answer. 
*  Always  he  has  told  deponent  so,  perhaps  twenty  times.  It  has  been  the  rule  as 
lang  as  deponent  has  known  the  kitchen.  *  *  Mr.  Lynds  ordered  the  men  not 
to  complain  for  want  of  food,  as  he  was  satisfied,*  dec. 

From  the  deposition  of  Robert  Wiltsie,  the  deputy  keeper.  <  Don't  remember 
whether  any  regularly  inspected  prime  or  other  beef  has  been  here  since  I  came.' 

Eai^y  io  the  season  of  1829,  and  soon  after  we  had  begun  to  examine  the  com- 
plaints of  scarcity,  Mr.  Lynd^  presented  a  bill  to  be  allowed  in  favor  of  the  contract- 
or, for  $108  75,  for  extra  rations,  from  the  1st  of  Nov.  to  the  1st  of  May.  To  this 
I  observed,  that  *  that  hUl  could  not  be  attowed  by  my  vote  untU  Itoas  Batiefied 
that  even  the  regniar  ration  had  been  deliver^* 

From  the  contractor's  accounts,  Mr.  TibMts  went  into  an  elaborate  calculation  to 
fee  wheflier  all  the  provisions  alleged  to  be  delivered,  with  every  possible  alk>w- 
ance  in  favor  of  the  contractor,  would  make  out  the  number  of  rations  paid  for. 
The  result  is,  that  in  no  possible  way  can  the  amount  of  rations  be  made  out.  Mr. 
TOilNts  makes  the  deficiency  upwards  of  16,000  rations. 

AU  this  while,  that  is,  during  this  starvation,  and  outcry,  and  feeding  the  prison- 
ers with  houghs  and  bones,  and  the  cook  with  niceties,  an  account  for  extra  rations 
ha«  been  running  up  against  the  public,  and  has  been  paid,  and  can  be  seen  at  the 
comptroller's  otSct. 

This  last,  indeed  the  whole,  was  a  fraud  upon  the  public. 

What  refiige  or  redress  is  there  for  the  mangled,  sick,  or  starving  prisoner,  when 
he  is  held  to  his  task,  and  then  lashed,  when  he  cries  out  from  weakness  and  hun- 
ger ?    I  know  he  b  a  felon ;  but  is  he  not  also  a  human  being  ^" 
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Letter  of  Mr.  iSbbits,  aitother  Commissianer,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Senate. 

"By  ezamining  the  testimony  of  M.,  the  cook,  and  particularly  that  of  Wiltaie, 
the  deputy  keeper,  and  the  statement  of  Mr.  W.,  the  contractor,  there  can  nodonbt 
remain  on  your  minds»  as  there  was  none  on  the  minds  of  the  commisskners,  but 
that,  instead  of  the  prime  beef  and  pork  contracted  to  be  delivered  for  the  rations  of 
the  convicts,  they  were  for  a  long  time  furnished  with  ofial  beef,  necks,  nlted 
hearts,  and  skirts,  and  shins ;  and  at  last,  daring  the  time  stated  in  thifc  ration  mem- 
orandum which  I  gave  you,  with  offiti  pork,  hogs*  heads,  &c.,  taken  in,  also*  at  the 
weight  marked  on  the  barrels  by  the  contractor,  and  all  this  done  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  agent,  Mr.  Lynds.  And  when,  again,  you  look  over  the  mtioQ 
memorandum,  you  must  conclude,  also,  that  there  could  be  no  such  thing  done  as 
that  of  making  up  for  quality,  by  enlarging  the  quantity  from  live  to  six  barrels. 
Having  amved  at  these  conclusions,  as  we  did,  you  will  probably  be  satisfied  that 
the  loud  complaints  of  the  convicts  were  not  wi&out  good  cause,  and  that  money 
must  have  been  made  out  of  it  by  somebodv ;  really  spunged  out  of  the  convicts. 

If  our  propositions  for  ration  contracts  had  been  for  such  of&l  provisions,  they 
would  probably  have  agreed  to  furnish  them  for  less,  by  at  least  one  and  a  half  cent 
per  ration ;  and  with  a  view  to  get  them  for  less,  we  advertised  that  prime  or  d^n 
beef  would  be  taken,  as  you  will  see  by  our  minute  book,  last  fall ;  but  which  was 
soon  after  rescinded  from  the  uncertainty  which  there  would  be  of  quantity  and 
quality ;  shin  beef  not  bein^  an  article  which  would  be  passed  by  an  inspector ; 
and  the  contract  was  made  mr  prime  inspected  beef  and  pork,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Lynds  insisted  most  strenuously  that  the  deduction  of  2^  per  cent,  with  the 
old  contractor,  W.,  ought  not  to  be  made,  saying  that  the  convicts  had  ttteir  &ill  ra* 
tions.  We  thought  they  most  certainly  had  not  had  them ;  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence but  M.'s  to  show  mat  they  had  them ;  and  you  will  see  by  his  testimony,  that 
his  mode  of  making  up  the  daily  ratians  was  to  take  two  of  W.'s  barrels,  at  the  weight 
marked  on  them,  and  then  to  weich  as  much  out  of  another  as  made  up  the  rations 
of  the  day.  Now,  we  all  know  mat  barrel  beef  always  (aUs  short,  after  hvying  a 
short  time  in  salt ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  did  also.  The  24  per  cent,  ought,  therefore,  as 
well  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  as  from  principle,  to  be  deducted ;  and  if  it  had 
been  inspected,  even  then  should  be  deducted. 

Now,  as  money  most  have  been  made  out  of  this  thing  by  somebody*  you  can 
judge,  as  well  as  we  can,  whose  pockets  it  went  into;  and,  as  well  as  we»  ean  tell 
whether  Mr.  Lynds  did  right  or  wrong  in  takine  the  wood,  coal,  Slc.,  after  oar  ex> 
press  order  not  to  do  it;  and  as  Mr.  Lynds,  for  uie  reasons  which  I  verbally  stated 
to  you,  has  always  been  as  much  the  man  of  the  Legislature  as  that  of  the  oommis- 
aloners,  it  is  as  competent  for  you,  and  I  thou^t  more  so,  to  determine  what  should 
or  ought  to  be  done  in  the  premises  further  about  it. 

As  the  minutes  of  the  testimony  were  then  taken  down  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  it  may 
be  proper  for  me  to  say  they  were  taken  in  my  presence,  and  with  the  atoMwt  fair- 
ness ;  read  over  to  them ;  given  to  them  to  ezaxnine  and  alter  if  they  tlioug^t  prop- 
er. I  have,  moreover,  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  purity  of  his  owtives  and  inten- 
tions, in  all  he  has  done  or  said  in  this  very  unpleasant  matter. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

Albany,  9th  March,  1830.  GEORGE  TIBBITS.  * 

"  Mr.  Allen's  views,  in  most  particulars  agreeing  with  Mr.  Tibbits  and  myself,  are 
recorded  on  the  minutes  of  our  board. 

The  revised  statutes,  since  they  defined  our  powers,  have  ordained,  (as  we  had 
before  practised,)  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inqpectws  to  examine  into  *  all 
matters  connected  with  the  government,  discipline  and  police  of  the  prison.* 

In  a  public  expose  of  the  nature  of  this  examination,  we  declared  it  to  be  the  du- 
^  of  every  officer  to  give  all  the  information  in  his  power.    Some  complied  with 

Among  those  who,  in  express  compliance  with  tbese  requirements  of  duty,  con- 
tinued to  give  us  information,  were  the  worthy  Mr.  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Hitchcock, 
one  of  the  most  experienced  of  the  assistant  keepers,  an  estimable  man,  an  excel- 
lent disciplinarian,  and  an  admirable  mechanic  and  mechanical  inventor.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett is  the  man  whose  benevolence  and  remarkable  success  in  teaching  prisoners  to 
read,  by  the  use  of  the  Bible  only,  is  known  to  many  readers. 

Through  these  two  persons  chiefly,  we  were  put  upon  the  track  of  examination, 
which  resulted  in  discovering  the  scandalous  frauds  in  the  prison  rations,  heretofore 
explained.    As  these  and  other  abuses  became  more  apparent,  especially  in  1829, 
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the  coBunisaioaers,  all  three,  openly  recorded  ia  the  minutes  their  disapprobation  of 
them,  and  took  order  for  their  correction.  But  the  hostility  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  tho% 
men  became  more  apparent,  though  he  did  not  deny  nor  controvert  their  facts ; 
and  though  he  fled  from  some  of  the  examinationa.  At  length,  taking  occasion  from 
joaie  expression  of  the  Chaplain,  supposed  to  be  exceptionable,  he  seized,  shook  and 
kbflsed  him,  and  drove  him  from  the  Prison.  When  afterwards,  the  commissioners, 
fearing  the  removal  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  also,  recorded  in  the  minutes  their  continu- 
ed confidence  in  him,  and  that  they  should  regret  seeing  him  removed,  Mr.  Lynds 
5ent  hira  away  also.  When  we  attemp 'jd  to  take  Mr,  LyncU*  oum  examination 
and  statement,  be  refused  to  answer  whether  Hitchcock  was  guilty  of  any  f»uU, 
aad  (old  us  that  if  we  did  not  like  his  removal,  we  might  take  our  remedy.  Wc  at- 
tempted  to  get  answers  to  other  questions,  but  Mr.  Lynds  refused  to  give  them.*' 

Facta  and  Inferencea, 

"  I.  Mr.  Lynda  has  successfully  maintained  th^  p;4ncip1e  that  he  will  not  answer 
qae«tioAs  regarding  his  official  conduct,  which  wcsre  first  put  by  the  lawful  author- 
ity of  the  commiflsioners,  and  are  now  required  ^y  Law. 

2.  He  has  likewise  maintained  the  principle  that  he  will  dismiss  from  the  Prison 
o^ers  of  unimpeachable  conduct,  artd  of  great  value  to  the  public,  if  they  give 
juch  informatioa  as  the  inspectors  rer^uire. 

3.  The  result  of  these  several,  propositions  is,  that,  as  Mr.  Lynds  will  answer  no 
queitions  himself,  nor  auflfer  any  others  to  auiWf  r  them,  if  disagreeable  to  him,  the 
lire)  and  limbs  of  600  prisoners,  and  the  offices  of  more  than  30  keepers  and  guards, 
ud  cootraets  for  a  gr^t  unount  of  public  money,  are  under  his  absolute  control, 
oachecked,  and  inrcipable  of  being  checked. 

4.  His  conduct  is  virtually  usurpation  of  a  power  which  is  of  all  powers  the 
itost  despotic  known  amon^  us.  It  is  a  usurpation,  because  it  is  held  in  defiance  of 
the  check'i  without  which  it  certainly  would  never  have  been  granted.*' 

Sttrttctafi-om  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate^  on  the  Difficulties  in 

the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing, 

^  In  relttiofu  to  the  document  addressed  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  it 
t\wt^  the  keeper  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sins;  with  maUpractices  of  an  aggravated 
chincter,  among  which  are  a  connivance  witli  the  contractor  to  stint  the  allowance 
of  pfovi4on  to  the  cooTicts ;  want  of  vigilance  to  insure  attendance,  care  and  com- 
fi>rt  to  the  siek  and  maimed;  in  suffering  petty  officers  to  inAict  upon  convicts  se- 
vere ind  unmerited  punishment  for  offences.  He  is  also  charged  with  the  embcz- 
z'.rmfot  of  public  property. 

Charges  of  this  serious  character,  made  by  aa  officer  to  whom  was  confided  an 
Important  tru9t,  against  another  officer  holding  a  station  equally  responsible,  and 
<V(',  too,  who  has  heretofore  acquired  for  himself,  and  for  the  institution  over  which 
bi  presides,  a  high  degree  of  reputation  and  public  favor,  demand  from  the  commit- 
tee a  i^rave,  a  careful,  and  a  thorough  invcs'dgation. 

The  committee  have  bestowed  as  ro'ach  time  upon  this  subject  as  their  numerous 
l?<ri*UtiTe  duties  would  permit.  Tney  have  examined  tiie  records  of  the  building 
fommtflsioners  and  inspectors,  as  well  as  the  voluminous  documents  submitted  to 
tbem  by  tfte  inspectors,  relating  to  this  subject,  apart  of  which  consists  of  cxami' 
nations  of  persons  connected  with  the  Prison,  under  oath,  and  in*  favor  oi* 
THE  KXKFKH,  agaiBst  whom  their  accusations  were  made.  Thb  rjemaindsr 
^•^Rnifs  of  like  testimony  taken  ex  parte,  without  the  KKOW1.EDOS  of  tht. 
KxcpsR,  and  with  an  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  inspectors  that  it  should  bo  con- 
sidered confidential,  and  not  to  be  disclosed  except  to  the  Lec^islature. 

Tliey  hare  also  examined  the  inspector  who  prefers  the  charges,  and  his  two  a»- 
axUte^,  Messrs.  Allen  and  Tibbits ;  and  they  have  afifordcd  Mr.  Lynds  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  and  refute  the  charges. 

Although  no  witnesses  have  been  examined  under  oath,  yet  the  investigation 
thti^  conducted  has  dispelled  some  of  the  mojt  aggravated  charges,  and  greatly 
weakened  others. 

Still  the  committee  do  not  possess  the  information  which  would  justify  them  in 
exculpating  entirely,  or  in  convicting  the  keeper ;  and  their  inquiries  have  brought 
them  to  the  conclu^on,  that  they  ought  not,  in  justice  to  tlicmsclves  to  the  public, 
sad  to  the  party  concerned,  to  make  their  final  report  until  they  .'^hall  have  asked 
permlsnon  to  repair  to  the  Priwo,  to  nT-exAMiivE  open ly  somh  or  the  ivit- 

B2 


348  PEIBON  DISCIPLnVE   SOCTETT.  18 

NB8IB8   WHO   HAVE  BBBW   8BCRETLY    BZAMINED   BT  TKB   rViVBCTOBf,  aod 

take  other  testimony. 

This  can  only  be  done  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  as  it  oaght,  io  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  made  at  the  Prison  where  the  witnesses  are  ttatiofl* 
ed,  and  confined  by  official  duties. 

Your  committee  have  been  prevented  from  repairing  to  the  Prison  daring  ihc 
session,  from  the  difficulty  of  a  winter  journey,  and  from  the  still  more  insuprntle 
difficulty  arising  from  their  legislative  duties.  It  is  known  to  the  Senate,  that  two 
members  of  the  committee  are  each  at  the  head  of  highly  important  committeef, 
involving  arduous  and  laborious  duties,  growing  daily  more  arduous  as  the  sesnon 
advances  to  its  termination,  so  that  the  committee  have  not  found  time  enough  at 
their  disposal  to  make  this  journey  and  investigation,  even  since  the  former  has  be- 
came easy  and  short  by  the  openiog  of  the  Hudson." 

New  Female  Penitentiary  in  N,  Y. — ^The  comraissioners  of  the  Leg- 
islature, to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  building  a  Female  ?em- 
tentiary  in  the  State  of  New  York,  have  submitted  a  plan  of  building, 
estimate  of  expense,  &c.,  to  the  Legislature,  and  recommended  the  lo- 
cation of  it,  either  at  Utica  or  Troy.  A  committee  of  the  Legi^lalure 
has  fully  concurred  with  the  commissioners,  and  with  the  late  Governor 
Clinton,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  such  an  institution,  and  ny,  io 
their  report  of  the  2d  of  March,  1830,  "  The  system  which  the  commit- 
tee recommend  is,  that  the  females  should  be  kept  in  separate  apart- 
ments, in  a  manner  similar  to  the  present  mode  adopted  with  males, 
placed  under  the  care  of  matrons,  and  rigidly  excluded  from  each  oth- 
er." In  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  they  leave  the  location  to 
the  commissioners,  directing  only  that  it  shall  be  in  one  of  the  cities  of 
the  State,  or  in  Uie  village  of  Utica.  The  Legislature  postponed  tlie 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next  session,  though  the  com- 
mittee say,  in  their  report,  that  the  plan  of  providing  (i.  e.  ultimately) 
such  a  Penitentiary  has  already  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature. 

Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  F.— ^The  Prison  at  Auburn  maintains  the  same 
general  character  which  it  has  sustained  for  a  course  of  years.  It  con- 
tinues to  be,  as  it  was  five  years  ago,  a  specimen  of  neatness  fipom  the 
gate  to  the  sewer.  In  this  respect,  it  furnishes  a  good  lesson  to  many 
private  families.  Combinations  in  villany,  and  communications  of  evii 
are  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  wholly,  prevented.  Silence,  industry  and  or- 
der reign  throughout  the  establishment.  The  health,  among  a  popula- 
tion of  more  than  six  hundred  within  the  walls,  is  about  equal  to  that  of 
the  most  favored  country  villages  in  New  England,  and  greater  than  that 
of  the  city  of  Boston ;  the  deaths  in  the  last  six  years  having  been  one 
in  seventy-one,  and  during  the  last  year,  less  than  one  in  one  hundred. 
The  cases  of  sickness  in  the  hospital  have  been  on  an  average  six  near- 
ly, or  about  one  in  one  hundred.  The  moral  influence  is  good,  as  roigiJt 
be  expected  from  the  public  worship,  the  Sabbath  School,  the  readmg 
and  study  of  the  Bible,  the  solitude,  the  private  admonition,  the  absence 
of  temptation,  the  mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  and  the  daily  ac- 
knowledgment of  God  ;  which  is  proved  by  numerous  cases  of  reforma- 
tion, and,  comparatively,  few  cases  of  re-committal.  The  well  aathenti- 
cated  cases  of  reformation  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty,  ana 
the  re-committals  are  less  than  one  in  twelve.  The  Legislature  is  so  far  \nr 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  faithful  and  systematic  religious  instruc- 
tion, by  a  resident  Chaplain,  as  to  grant  this  officer,  at  the  last  session,  W 
hundred  and  fifly  dollars  annually,  in  addition  to  the  pay  which  he  before 
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reeeired  from  the  state.  The  earning  of  the  convicts,  during  the  year 
ending  Oct.  31,  1829,  amounted  to  999,983  45 ;  the  expenses,  includ- 
ing the  pay  of  the  officers,  to  $34,070  85 ;  learing  a  balance  in  favor  of 
the  institution  of  $5,862  60. 

Such  is  the  condition,  on  the  whole,  of  this  Prison,  that  those  who 
bear  much  of  it,  and  afterwards  visit  it,  go  away  and  say  the  half 
was  not  told  them ;  aad  thoutonds  visit  it,  from  America  and  Europe,  as 
a  model  for  imitation. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Chaplain  of  the  Prison,  dated  May  29, 
1830,  is  deemed  worthy  of  insertion  entire : — 

"  1  have  DOW  spent  two  years  amonz  the  convicts  in  this  Prison.  I  review  the 
period  with  deep  emotion.  I  think  it  has  been  (he  most  useful,  certainly  the  hap- 
piest, portion  of  my  life.  They  who  have  asked  me,  *  How  can  you  immure  your- 
telf  in  so  dreary  a  place,  and  among  such  a  class  of  men  V  have  yet  to  learn  what 
is  the  richest  luxury  that  a  benevolent  heart  can  eqjoy.  If  left  to  my  choice,  no  earthly 
ooosideration  would  tempt  me  to  leave  this  for  any  other  field  of  labor  on  earth. 

The  ordinary  religious  services  have  been  regularly  performed.  To  the  preach- 
iD|r  on  the  Sabbath  the  convicts  have  uniformlv  listened  with  fixed  attention,  and 
often  with  deep  and  overwhelming  emotion.  The  services  are  idways  character- 
ixed  by  perfect  order  and  apparent  ^lemnity.  It  has  been  the  common  remark 
of  casual  visitors,  as  well  as  others,  that  they  never  witnessed  an  equal  degree  of 
attention,  and  apparent  seriousness  and  interest,  in  any  other  congregation. 

From  the  chapel,  I  have  followed  them,  in  tke  afternoon,  to  meir  solitary  cells, 
tad  there,  in  the  best  possible  circumstances  for  producing  effect,  have  pressed 
borne  u|ioa  their  consciences,  individually,  the  truths  which  they  had  hcara  in  the 
public  assembly,  in  such  manner  as  I  conceived  to  be  best  adapted  to  their  different 
capacities  and  states  of  feeling.  In  these  visits,  I  have  often  witnessed  the  power 
of  truth,  in  making  the  stoutest  heart,  the  heart  that  could  be  approached  in  no  oth- 
er circumstances,  to  tremble.  This  I  regard  as  (he  most  important  part  of  my  duty, 
and  that  which  has  been  most  evidently  accompanied  by  the  blessing  of  God.  The 
truths  of  the  Bible,  applied  closely  to  the  conscience,  have  generally  produced  a 
visible  effect  upon  their  feelings,  and,  in  some  instances,  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, exerted  a  transforming  influence  upon  their  hearts.  I  have  found  the  men 
readily  accessible,  almost  without  exception ;  softened  in  their  feelings ;  willing  and 
elad  to  converse  upon  the  subject  of  religion ;  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  radi- 
cal change  in  their  own  hearts;  and  often  power&iUy  awakened  to  the  immediate 
obligatiai  of  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  gospel.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  bear  them  express  their  surprise,  that  they  never  thought  of  these  things  before, 
and  their  gratitude  that  they  have  been  arrested  and  brought  into  a  place  where 
they  are  taught  them,  and  where  they  cannot  but  think  of  them.  In  this  labor,  I 
have  been  assisted  by  the  use  of  Tracts,  which  the  keeper  nas  kindly  given  me 
I^cnniAsion  to  put  into  their  hands  on  the  Sabbath,  and  which,  by  a  suitable  selection 
3nd  adaptation  to  particular  cases,  have  not  unfrequently  proved  to  be  efficient  co- 
workers in  producing  and  strengthening  salutary  impressions  upon  their  minds. 

The  profound  and  impressive  stillness,  with  which  the  daily  evening  devotions  in 
the  wing  have  been  uniformly  attended,  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  convicts'  inter- 
»t  in  the  exercise,  and  of  its  effect  upon  their  feelings.  One,  who  had  been  in 
Pri«on  hut  a  few  weeks,  sent  for  me  to  let  me  know  what  a  change  had  been  wrought 
in  his  leeKngs  respecting  it.  '  I  always  hated  to  hear  prayers,  (said  he,)  and  the 
&r»t  time  that  I  heard  you  pray  in  the  Prison,  I  could  hardly  contain  the  contempt 
that  I  felt  for  you  and  your  prayer ;  now,  I  feel  it  a  great  privilege  to  kneel  down 
and  pray  with  you.* 

The  Sabbath  School  still  hoMs  a  prominent  place  in  our  system  of  instruction,  and 
claims  our  highest  regard.  Its  number  has  been  graduuly  increased,  till  it  now 
contains  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils,  in  thirty-one  classes,  which  are  under 
<he  care  of  thirty-two  theolodcal  students  as  teachers,  one  of  whom  takes  the  immedi- 
ate oversight  of  the  whole.  I  scarcely  know  which  most  to  admire,  the  devotedness  of 
the  teachers,  or  the  ardor  and  industry  of  the  scholars.  The  liveliest  interest  is  mani- 
tested  by  both.  A  mutual  and  strong  attachment  springs  up  between  them.  The 
teachers  seem  willing  to  forego  any  other  privilege  for  the  sake  of  meetinz  and  in- 
structing dieir  pupils ;  and  among  the  scholars,  generally,  no  other  punisament  is 
30 
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more  dreftded  than  exclusioii  from  the  echool.  It  has  been  interesting  to  me  to  sb- 
serve,  upon  the  discharge  of  these  scholars  from  Prison,  how  often  the  first  inquiry 
has  been,  where  they  might  find  their  teacher. 

The  whole  number  received  into  the  school  since  its  eommenrement  is  rising  of 
three  hundred.  Of  these,  it  is  known  that  eighty-five  commenced  with  the  oipha- 
bet ;  probably  eome  more.  A  large  number  could  read  only  in  the  abSj  or  easy 
words  of  one  or  two  syllables;  one  thinl,  perhaps,  in  easy  reading  lessons,  by  spell- 
ing some  of  the  words ;  and  a  few  intelligibly  in  the  Testament.  All  these,  with 
the  exception  of  those  who  have  been  in  but  a  short  time,  and  of  some  few  ^bo 
were  too  soon  discharged  from  Prison,  have  been  taught  to  read  well.  Nearly  tiro 
hundred  have  acquired  a  decent  hand  in  the  writing  class;  and  about  ooe  hundre^i 
and  twenty  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  four  ground  rules  of  arilhmclif . 

I  have  neither  time  nor  room  to  mention  particular  instances  of  remarkable  im- 
provement. There  are  many.  It  is  surprising  how  soon  romc  have  advanced  from 
the  alphabet  to  reading  lessons.  It  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  their  extreme 
anxiety  to  be  able  to  read.  They  improve  every  moment  of  daylight  which  i*  not 
devoted  to  labor.  I  have  known  them  frequently  to  set  their  supper  aside,  and 
study  their  book  as  long  as  they  could  see,  and  then  eat  in  the  dark.  In  such  in- 
stances, they  have  generally  improved  much  more  rapidly  than  children  ordinarily 
do  who  attend  school  every  day.  Tliis  is  a  general  thing,  but  not  without  excep- 
tions :  some  are  stupid,  and  advance  very  slowly.  Those  who  can  read  employ  much 
of  their  leisure  time  in  committing  scripture.  Tliey  recite  to  their  teachers  every 
Sabbath,  on  an  average,  about  one  chapter  each.  Some  can  repeat  whole  books  of 
the  New  Testament.    These  classes  are  conducted  on  the  plan  of  Bible  clase». 

Among  other  happy  effects  of  these  exercises,  is  the  developcmeut,  in  some  in- 
stances, of  dormant  powers  of  mind,  where  their  existence  was  least  suspected,  and 
which  might  otherwise  have  continued  to  sleep.  I  have  in  my  mind  a  boy  whom 
I  taught,  with  immense  lahor,  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  A  more  stupid  beinjs:  1 
never  met  with.  I  was  often  on  the  point  of  giving  him  up,  as  incapable  of  bein^ 
taught  to  read.  He  did,  however,  at  length,  reach  a  Bible  class ;  he  waked  up  as 
from  a  doze  of  years,  seized  with  eagerness  and  elTeet  every  means  of  instmctioo, 
and  has  ever  since  exhibited  the  marks  of  a  most  active  and  vigorous  mind.  The 
whole  man  seems  regenerated. 

In  all  my  intercourse  with  the  convicts,  I  have  met  with  nothing  but  respectful 
and  atTectionate  treatment.  No  one,  in  his  right  mind,  has  ever  manifested  towar<L< 
me  the  least  disrespect  or  unkindncss.  They  always  meet  me  with  smiles,  cone  to 
me  with  all  their  grievance?,  and  freely  unbosom  to  me  their  fcrlinjj^. 

I  owe  it  to  the  officers  to  acknowledge  my  deep  obligation  to  them.  Their  ?oo<l 
will  towards  me,  and  their  disposition  to  afford  me  every  facility  in  (he  dischanre  of 
mj'  duties,  have  been  conspicuous  on  all  occasions.  1  have  received  many  gratify- 
ing tokens  of  their  confidence ;  and  nothing  has  occurred,  v.ithin  my  knowledge,  "o 
interrupt  mutual  cordiality  of  fcclinj^.  • 

Yours,  truly,  B.  C.  SMITH/' 

Old  Prison  at  Lamhcrton,  N.  J. — The  Lr^rislaturc  of  New  Jcrsrj, 
during  the  last  winter  session,  by  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  t»\o 
from  the  Council,  Messrs.  Howell  and  Dodd,  and  four  from  tlie  Assem- 
bly, Messrs.  Ilillard,  Kirkpatrick,  Schenck  and  Ilinchman,  made  thor- 
ough work  in  exposing  the  abuses  of  the  old  Slate  Prison  at  Lambcrlon. 
The  committee,  having  obtained  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers 
commenced  its  sittings  publicly  in  the  Suj)remc  Court  room,  at  Uie  Slate 
House  in  Trenton,  on  the  IGtlr  of  Jan.  These  sittings  were  continued 
vnih  the  utmost  patience  and  labor  till  tbc  6th  of  Feb.,  during  wl"c^ 
time  a  great  number  of  witnesses  were  examined  under  oath,  Tl^c  re- 
sults disclosed  a  state  of  things  very  similar  to  that  disclosed  before  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  State  House  in 
Boston,  concerning  the  State  Pri.son  at  Charlestown,  in  the  winter  of 
1827-8.  A  faithful  report  of  the  disclosures  at  Trenton  was  submitieJ 
by  the  committee  to  the  Legislature,  and  fixa^  hundred  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed.     As  the  Legislature  consists  of  less  than  seventy  mcinhors, 
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each  representatire  district  will  be  furnished  with  eight  or  ten  copies 
of  the  Report,  and  in  thi'j  way  the  public  mind  will  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  expense  of  erecting  a  new  Prison,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  the  only  remedy  for  the  enormous  evils  existing  in  the  old 
Prison.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend,  with  entire  unanimi- 
ty, the  building  of  a  new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  and  Wethersfield,  Conn. 

The  committee  also  recommend  that  moneys  expended  by  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars, 
to  famish  religious  instruction  in  the  old  Prison,  be  refunded. 

They  further  acknowledge  the  assistance  received  from  the  Society, 
in  facilitating  the  researches  and  examinations  of  the  committee,  which, 
they  say,  highly  merits  the  thanks  of  the  Legislature. 

The  substance  of  their  report  will  be  published  in  the  appendix  to 
thi5.  It  coTcrs  36  octavo  pages,  and  is  a  most  valuable  public  document 
no  the  subject  of  abuses  in  prisons.  It  shows  how  to  find  out  what  they 
are,  and  how  to  expose  and  correct  them. 

VVabiui  Street  Prison ,  Philadelplda.'^ln  Philadelphia,  the  old  Pris- 
on on  Walnut  Street  remains  as  it  was,  its  numbers  scarcely  diminish- 
ei,  and  its  corruptions  such,  that  its  officers,  when  speaking  of  it  them- 
selves, appear  to  be  able  to  find  no  suitable  language  in  which  to  express  its 
iDJurious  consequences ;  and,  what  is  still  worse,  there  seems  to  be  a  strong 
probability  that  it  will  remain  much  as  it  is  now  for  years.  We  believe 
that  it  is  a  money-making  place  to  a.  large  amount  annually.  The  branch* 
e«>  of  business  in  sawing  stone  and  weaving  are  most  productive,  and  are 
prosecuted  with  great  numbers  and  strength.  Each  man  employed  in 
either  branch,  at  the  prices  of  contract  labor,  ought  to  support  three, 
with  such  food  and  clothing  as  are  there  furnished.  But,  notwithstanding 
this,  heavy  bills  have  been  made  out  annuzsUy  against  the  interior  counties 
for  the  support  of  their  convicts;  and,  if  our  information  obtained  from 
the  office  of  the  county  commissioners  is  correct,  the  city  and  county  of 
PhQadelphia  has  paid  for  the  support  of  criminals  in  the  Wahiut  Street 
Prison,  in  eleven  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1829,  foriy»six  thousand  one 
k^indred  and  eleven  dollars  and  thirty-six  cejtis. 

Why  is  any  county  in  Pennsylvania  called  on  to  pay  any  thing  ibr  the 
rapport  of  its  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison?  Look  at  the  stone 
department.  In  Feb.  1830, 143  men  were  employed  in  this  department* 
.SJ^OOO,  55,000,  and  60,000  feet  of  stone  are  said,  by  the  superintendent 
of  this  department,  to  be  sawed  in  a  year.  50,000  feet,  he  says,  is  an 
average.  The  highest  price  for  sawing,  per  foot,  is  20  cents ;  the  low- 
est, 17  cents.  Suppose  the  average  price  to  be  18^  cents;  then  the 
value  of  labor  in  this  department,  in  which  143  men  are  employed, 
voold  be  $1>150  00,  annually.  But  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
1*^  men,  including  the  salary  of  the  officers,  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison,  in  1829,  was  85870  36.  The  income  from  the  labor  of  the 
same  number  was  only  $9105  54  ;  and  the  State  was  credited  $3229 
41 ,  a  considerable  part  of  which  has  already  been  paid  into  the  treasury. 

How  is  it,  then,  when  its  convicts  are  committed  to  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  and  are  put  to  the  business  of  sawing  stone,  that  any  county  in 
Pennsylvania  is  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  support  of  such 
convicts! 
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It  is  said  that  an  account  is  opened  with  each  convict  when  he  enters 
the  Prison.  He  is  charged  with  the  articles  delivered  to  him,  and  cred- 
ited  the  labor  done;  and  the  county  pays  the  difference. 

But  at  what  prices  are  the  articles  charged,  which  are  delivered  to 
the  convicts  ?  Provisions  are  charged,  wc  believe,  at  18  cents  per  day. 
What  do  they  cost  ?     The  ration  is 

^  lb.  of  beef,  the  contract  price  of  w  hich  is  3jJ  cts l-j^^  cL«. 

1^  lb.  of  bread,  made  of  rye  flour,  at  $3  G2JL  per  barrel,  con- 
taining 1  cwt.  and  3  qrs ^l^  " 

^  lb.  of  Indian  meal,  at  61  75  per  cwt -^^^  " 

1  pint  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushol, ^^  " 

1  gill  of  molasses,  at  30  cts.  per  gallon, -^^V  *' 

I  gill  of  rye,  for  cofTee,  at  75  cts.  per  bushel, -j^  '' 

The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate,  is 
five  cents  and  eight  mills. 

This  calculation  is  founded  on  one  account,  given  at  the  Prison,  con- 
cerning the  ration. 

Another  statement  was,  that  the  provisions,  daily,  in  quantity,  were  aa 
follows,  for  464  persons  : 

5  barrels  of  rye  flour,  at  $3  C2J $18 12^ 

3  bushels,  or  about  1  cwt.  of  Indian  meal,  at  $1  75  per  cwt  .  1  7^ 

7  busliels  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushel, 2  10 

12  gallons  of  molasses,  at  30  cts.  per  gallon, 3  60 

275  lbs.  of  beef,  at  3^  cts.  per  lb 9  62^ 

^  bushel  of  rye  for  coffee,  at  75  cts.  per  busl^l, 37^ 

Cost  of  provisions,  daily,  for  464  persons, $35  57^ 

The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate,  is 
seven  cents  and  live  mills. 

Does  this  Prison  charge  18  cents  per  day  for  provisions,  and  pay  but 
seven  cents  and  five  mills  1 

That  the  above  statement  and  estimate  concerning  the  cost  of  the  pn>- 
risions  cannot  be  far  from  correct,  is  rendered  probable  firom  the  cost  of 
provisions  in  other  and  similar  establishments.  The  ration  at  Charles- 
town,  Mass.,  which  is  better  in  quality,  and  more  in  quantity,  supplied 
from  the  Boston  market,  costs  from  seven  to  eight  cents.  The  ratioD  at 
Sing  Sing,  supplied  from  the  New  York  market,  costs  from  seven  to 
eight  cents.  The  beef  in  this  ration,  as  well  as  in  that  at  Charlestown, 
must  be,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract*  of  prime  quality.  The  contract 
for  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  runs  thus:  " Beef,  without  hone,frmtfO 
cattle  only ;  tlu  fiesk  from  the  neck  to  the  cheek,  skouMer  clots,  rosy 
pieces,  l^s  of  rounds,  cheeks  of  two  heads,  four  legs  and  four  skins,  ^^^ 
ing  in  the  heads  and  bones  that  the  meat  has  been  taken  from,  andm  j 
*^  <>f /«f  <  daily,  at  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound"  There  is  not  on- 
ly this  difference  in  quality,  but  the  quantity  at  Charlestown  and  Sing 
Sing  is  one  pound  of  beef;  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  not  far  from 
half  a  pound.  The  ration  at  both  these  Prisons,  in  bread  stafl»,  vege- 
tables, molasses,  &c.,  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  at  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison ;  and  the  markets  in  Boston  and  New  York  cannot  differ 


^wra  RXP0RV^189D. 


«   OharJestown  anH  «     ^?^       *"*  "••«»«»»  Street  priaonen  as  those 

^  1«*  P^si^n^^^^Sff 'r  *^°'*  •'y  *•  W'J»«  Street  Prison 

yjat  this  IS  the  cftm™^     ?        **J  """^^  "^n  connected  with  the  Pn«,n 
*f^«  »>efore  ua^^tL    "^^  '^^  provisions;  and  we  have  dlit?"i: 
that  county  pid^'^iS??'":!^  commissioners  of  Dauphin  cou^uthtt 

'*»  -56 ;    and  a<rain  L  oo  I  '     ,J^ '  '^  ^^  ^yO'  1«  38 :  for  9-2  dav« 
provisions  alone  1  ^  ^  '**'"'  **^^«-^-  «•  fo'365  days  ft65  70  T; 

*ferch,  1829,  five  thoa^T  eil/t    !f '  ^  ^*  y*"  «n'>'»8  »»«  of 
'Wn  cents,  or  S«^  J  *vl  ''"»*'"^,"»«1  seventy^ix  d^ars  and 

*  ]P«ooer*T^  Berp7i« '"*  't'*  ^^  Connecticut  for  the  support  of 
""S^^^-  Wethersfidd,  thirteen  cents  aKur 

\*e  «'PP^o?r<Stt  t^^*^,  '•y  S"""  «"«•'•«•  •"  Pennsylvania 
B«  sn^^  th  *  |^;*^J  ™  t»»  Walnut  Street  Prison.  18  cents  ^er  day 

to  ^hwge*^e  «»ant^  S""'^'"'"'^  ""*'"'  *•■«  Walnut  Street  PrS 
coovicte.  We  do  •J^M*'"**?  ^"*»  P^'  '^''y  «>'  the  provisions  of  th^ 
•^  ^^  it,  the  iZ^t^  !L*S"*'  *^  '•*«  *M<»^  it  ir  not     If  the! 

'lilj^f  JView  of  tlS  aKct,""  "  "  '*"^"'^'*' "'  '*'«'« 
"«  4«^biSf  ilT  11!:*'^"  **'  •"*' '»  "«»  »»'  effect  this  a«n,men» 

T.r.ssi°  «t."  «^'^^-''-' ""'  '""'  ''^  ""^  ''^ 

'   "^  'A^^^^JT^':!^  *»•«  '«'*»  of  prosecuSS  the  K*  ^'^^l 
^^'^Sf-  P"***  «>f  the  raw  materia],  ud  «f  .^1™*  ^^siWr*" 


n^  ^_.„  •  .. ^' "^  »»»»"««wB  renitentiarv     Vk     ^*«ft«» 

^  ^T^-f 'u"°'*  *^*  "^  of  prosecuSS  the  K*  ^'^^l 
^,  Ibices  of  the  «w  material.  aSd  of  the  ^nZi^*^ 


354  PRISON   DISCIPLINE   SOCIBTT.  34 

article,  about  the  same  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  In  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  (rom  fifty  to  seventy  looms  are  eroptoyed ;  in  the  Balti- 
more Penitentiary,  there  have  been  generally  about  one  hundred.  About 
one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  are  employed  in  this 
department  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  one  half  in  Baltimore. 

The  rations,  the  clothing,  and  the  salary  of  the  officers  in  the  two 
Prisons,  are  very  similar.  Now,  if  our  information,  obtained  from  the 
office  of  the  county  commissioners,  is  correct,  (and  it  is  correct,  if  we 
could  understand  die  books,  or  if  the  man  in  the  office  explained  them 
truly,)  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  paid  for  the  support  of  crimi- 
nals in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  1819,  $8234  46;  in  1820,  §7110 
75;  in  1821,  $4330  00;  in  1822,  $3050  40;  in  1823,  $4118  13;  in 
1824,  $4005  83;  in  1825,  $6046  80 ;  in  1826,  $4046  80 ;  in  18*27, 
$5095  17 ;  in  1828,  $56  80 ;  in  1829,  $256  22 ;  total  in  eleven  ycar.s, 
$46,111  3d; — ^while  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  in  1828,  besides  paving 
the  whole  expense  of  supporting  three  hundred  and  seventeen  crimioals, 
amounting,  for  provision,  clothing,  fuel,  and  otlier  incidental  expenses, 
to  $18,796  52,  together  with  $8100  86  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers, 
and  $3522  36  to  the  State  on  account  of  loans  made  for  the  erection  of 
buildings,  &c.,  realized  a  net  gain  of  $9604  16 ;  and  in  six  successive 
years,  last  past,  in  which  Joseph  Owen  has  been  keeper,  the  earnings 
have  greatly  exceeded  the  expenses,  so  that  the  Penitentiary  had,  in  182^, 
an  active  capital  of  $76,927  06,  which  has  now  been  increased  by  the 
net  proceeds  of  another  year,  and  amounts  to  $90,000  nearly.  This 
capital  has  accumulated  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  Prison  has  been  paying  interest  to  the  State,  on  money  loaned 
for  the  erection  of  buildings ;  and  this  has  accumulated,  too,  in  a  Pris- 
on where  the  great  business  is  weaving ;  the  same .  branch  of  business, 
and  pursued  in  much  the  same  manner,  as  in  the  Philadelphia  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street,  where  the  counties  have  been  taxed  so  heavily  for  the 
support  of  their  convicts. 

How  is  it  explained,  then,  when  they  send  their  convicts  to  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison,  and  they  are  put  to  the  business  of  weaving,  and  an 
account  is  opened  with  each  one  for  what  he  docs  and  what  he  receives, 
that  the  counties  should  be  brought  in  debt  for  the  convicts  in  this  de- 
partment ? 

One  way  in  which  it  can  be  done  is  by  charging  eighteen  cents  per 
day  for.  provisions,  which,  by  the  estimates  which  we  have  made,  are 
vi'orth  less  than  eight  cents ;  and  another  way  is  by  charging  a  convict  s 
coat  and  vest  at  $4  50 ;  his  linen  pantaloons  at  $1  50 ;  his  shirt  at  i\ 
62  ;  his  shoes  at  $1  37  ; — in  one  word,  his  clothing  at  from  $19  ^  ^ 
$24  96  annually,  as  we  find  it  charged  to  one  county  for  different  con- 
victs in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison.  Now,  the  clothing  and  bedding  fo^ 
each  convict  in  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  (or  the  year  ending  May  1, 
l&2%  cost  but  $5  27.  The  clothing  and  bedding  for  each  convict  in 
the  new  Prison  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  for  the  year  ending  March  31. 
1829,  cost  but  $4  12.  The  clothing  for  each  convict  in  the  Prison  at 
Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1829,  cost  but  ?5  4T. 
The  clothing,  bedding  and  provisions  together,  in  the  new  Prison  in 
Connecticut,  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1829,  cost  but  $19  65-^lese 
than  we  find  charged  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  for  clothing  clone, 
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and  less  than  one  third  of  what  we  find  charged  lor  provisiona  akne ; 
the  charge  lor  provisions  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  being  $65  70  per 
year. 

But^  even  at  these  charges  for  clothing  and  provisions  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  why  do  not  the  weavers  support  themselves,  and  mach 
more  ?  Provisions  at  18  cents  per  day  ;  clothing  at  920  per  year,  or  5 
cents  and  4'nii11s  per  day ;  pay  of  the  officers,  |l0,300  00,  or  920  25 
per  year  fi>r  each  prisoner,  or  5  cents  and  5  mills  per  day ;  incidental 
expenses,  supposed  equal  to  the  incidental  expenses  in  the  Lamberton 
Prison,  N.  J.,  2  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  for  each  man.  Then  the 
charge  daily  of  each  convict  would  be  lor  provisions,  18  cents ;  for  cloth- 
ing, 5  cents  4  mills ;  lor  officers,  5  cents  5  mills ;  for  incidental  expenses, 
2  cents  and  9  mills ;  i.  e.  31  cents  8  mills. 

Admitting  that  these  charges  are  reasonable,  why  does  not  the  weav- 
ing department  defray  them  and  much  more  ?  Why  are  the  counties 
invdved  in  debt  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department? 

The  state  of  the  department  in  Feb.  last  was  nearly  as  foUowa  :  Whole 
noQiber  of  hands  employed,  90,  including  dyers ;  weaving,  51 ;  bobbin 
innders,  16 ;  warpers,  2 ;  spoolers  on  the  Walnut  Street  side,  8,  Prune 
Street  side,  7 ;  machine-shop,  making  and  repair uig  looms,  6lc,  2 ;  total, 
including  dyers,  90.  Task  in  winter,  12j>  yards ;  in  summer,  15  yards. 
Xo  allowance  of  time  for  putting  in  the  piece.  The  task  must  be  done. 
All  the  weaving  on  the  Walnut  Street  side  is  done  for  the  county.  That 
done  for  contractors  is  done  at  6  cents  per  yard,  including  dyeing,  warp- 
imr,  &c.  The  goods,  when  made,  are  sold  at  10  cents  per  yard,  by  the 
q^iantity.  They  have  never  been  as  low  before.  The  price  last  year 
was  10^  and  11  cents.  The  kind  of  yam  used  for  making  this  cloth  is 
of  numbers  from  15  to  26;  principally  of  numbers  from  17  to  19.  Av- 
erage price  of  tiio  yarn,  18  cents  per  pound.  One  ponnd  of  No.  17  will 
make  5j-  yards  of  cloth.  This  information  was  obtained  with  much 
care  firom  two  gentlemen  who  have  been  at  different  periods  connected 
with  the  weaving  department,  and  whose  testimony,  taken  separately, 
and  afterwards  compared,  agrees  in  nearly  every  particular. 

Now,  suppose  (ifty-one  looms  were  employed  312  days,  and  produced 
an  average  of  13^  yards  per  day  ;  then  the  quantity  of  cloth  made  woold 
be  218,306  yards  annually,  which,  at  6  cents  on  a  yard,  which  is  aboot 
the  profit  on  a  yard  of  this  same  kind  of  cloth  in  the  Baltimore  Penitent 
tiary,  woold  give  the  proceeds  of  tlie  weaving  department  $13,096  38. 
The  number  of  men  employed  in  this  department  is  90.  The  expense 
of  their  support,  at  the  charges  for  provisions  and  clothing  as  made  in 
the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  we  have  admitted,  for  argument's  sake,  to  be 
•11  cents  and  8  mills  per  day.  This,  however,  is  18  cents  and  4  mills 
more  per  day  than  it  costs  to  sap()OTt  men  in  the  new  Prison  in  Con* 
necticut ;  but  admit  it,  and  then  the  whole  expense  of  this  department 
would  be  only  910,54630.  Why,  then,  are  the  counties  charged  any 
thing  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department  ?  If  it  be  sup- 
posed that  it  costs  no  more  to  support  these  men  than  it  costs  to  suppoNrt 
those  in  the  new  Prisoifin  Connecticut,  (and  wc  see  no  reason  why  it 
should,  neeesscurily^)  then  the  expense  of  this  department  would  be  only 
$4,401  90 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  counties,  from  the  labor  of 
this  department,  on  the  above  supposition,  of  $2^552  08,  even  at  tho 
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prices  charged  for  provisions  and  clothing  at  the  Walnut  Street  Prkon  ; 
and  of  (8,696  48,  at  the  cost  of  supporting  convicts  in  Connecticut. 

But  will  it  he  said  that  13^  yards  of  cloth  is  more  than  a  day's  work  ? 
It  may  be  said  in  answer,  in  addition  to  the  direct  statement  already 
made,  that  an  ordinary  day's  work  in  weaving  the  same  kind  of  cloth  in 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  is  20  yards  ;  and  there  have  been  men  in  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  who  wove  45  yards ;  and  the  daily  task  in  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  is  more  than  that  mentioned  above. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  the  task  is  reasonable,  will  it  be  said  that  the 
profit  on  a  yard  is  not  6  cents  ?  It  may  be  said  in  answer,  that  one 
pound  of  yarn,  which  costs  18  cents,  makes  5^  yards  of  clodi.  The 
least  price  for  this  cloth  is  10  cents  per  yard,  which  gives  55  cents'  worth 
of  cloth  from  18  cents'  worth  of  material ;  leaving  37  cents  advance  on 
the  manufactured  article.  Now,  6  cents  per  yard  on  5^  yards  is  38 
cents,  which  leaves  4  cents  on  a  pound  for  drying,  sizing,  &c.  Besides, 
there  is  another  answer  to  this  objection.  If  the  profit  is  not  6  cents  on 
a  yard,  how  can  the  contractors,  who  must  also  have  a  profit,  afford  to 
pay  6  cents  per  yard '? 

But  will  it  be  said,  again,  that  4  cents  on  a  pound  of  yarn  for  dyeing, 
sizing,  and  other  incidental  expenses  in  the  weaving  department,  is  not 
a  sufficient  allowance  ?  It  may  be  answered  that,  though  the  nominal 
prices  of  dyeing  are  for  deep  blue  17  cents  per  pound,  for  red  10  cents, 
and  for  light  blue,  orange,  yellow,  purple,  &c.,  8  cents,  still  there  is  a 
profit  on  dyeing,  at  these  prices,  to  the  institution ;  on  the  deep  blue  6 
cents,  on  the  red  8  cents,  and  on  the  other  colors  in  the  same  propor- 
tion nearly  as  on  the  red,  which  reduces  the  cost  of  dyeing  deep  blue  to 
11  cents,  of  red  to  2  cents,  and  of  the  other  colors  to  2  cents,  or  iper- 
haps  less.  Besides,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  yarn  used  in  these  cloths  is  deep  blue ;  much  of  the  chain  not  be- 
ing colored  at  all ;  and  much  of  the  filling  being  of  other  colors  than 
deep  blue.  And,  moreover,  the  labor  of  the  men  employed  in  this  dye- 
frhop  are  4  out  of  90  belonging  to  the  weaving  department ;  and  in  the 
above  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  the  department,  their  labor  is  not  in- 
cluded ;  so  that  the  value  of  their  labor  must  be  deducted  fW>m  the  prices 
fixed  upon  these  different  colors.  Hence  it  appears  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  expense  of  dyeing  is  much  less  than  four  cents  on  every 
pound  of  yam  manufactured  in  the  department.  The  expense  of  sizing 
is  a  mere  trifle,  as  the  labor  is  done  by  some  of  the  99  men  in  the  de- 
partment, not  included  in  the  51  upon  the  looms;  and  the  flour  used  in 
sizing  is  about  36  pounds  for  300  pounds  of  chain.  It  is,  tliereforc, 
only  a  small  fraction  of  a  cent  that  the  sizing  costs  ;  so  that  the  allow- 
ance for  dyeing,  sizing,  &c.,  of  4  cents  on  every  pound  of  yam  manufac- 
tured in  the  department,  is  probably  much  more  than  a  sufficient  allow- 
ance. 

We  see,  therefore,  no  evidence  that  the  profit  on  this  cloth  is  not  6 
cents  per  yard.  We  see  no  reason  why  the  profit  should  not  be  as  much 
in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  as  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  ;  and  we 
must  bo'fumished  with  other  reasons  than  we  hftve  heard,  or  can  imag- 
ine, why  the  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  which  have  convicts  employed  in 
this  department,  would  not  have  money  coming  to  them  from  the  Pris- 
on, in^ead  of  being  brought  in  debt  to  it,  if  justice  were  done.     We  be^ 
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iieve  Chat  a  prisons  can  be  supported  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  as 
veil  as  be  is  now  supported,  in  every  particular,  including  fixKl,  cloth- 
ing,  bedding,  pay  of  officers,  and  incidental  expenses,  for  13  cents  and 
a  fraction  per  day,  as  in  Connecticut,  at  Wethersfield.  But  if  the  wea^ 
ing  department  in  this  Prison  earns,  with  ^e  labor  of  90  men,  $13,096 
38  annually,  each  man  in  it  earns  39  cents  and  8  mills  per  day, 
which  is,  within  the  fraction  of  a  cent,  on  this  supposition,  enough  to 
support  three.  We  do  not  say  that  the  men  are  supported  at  so  cheap  a 
rate  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  ;  but  we  believe  that  they  might  be  ; 
that  they  ought  to  be ;  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  we  have 
seen  prisoners  supported  in  a  much  better  manner  at  this  rate ;  with  bet- 
ter food,  better  clothes,  better  bedding,  and  under  the  care  of  a  greater 
Domber  of  officers  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  prisoners;  and  much 
more  time  given  to  instruction  of  a  moral  and  religious  kind.  All  these 
thin^  we  have  seen  in  the  best  Prison,*  on  the  whole,  which  we  ever 
saw,  at  an  expense  of  13  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  for  each  prisoner. 
We  repeat  this  fiict,  and  dwell  upon  it,  beeause  it  ought  to  be  used  (and 
we  mean  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  have  it  thus  used)  as  a  kind  of  regu- 
lator  in  regard  to  these  burdensome  expenses  for  the  support  of  convicts 
who  are  made  to  labor  hard  all  the  time,  at  most  profitable  and  excellent 
branches  of  business,  and  yet  are  reported  not  to  earn  enough  to  sup- 
port themselves. 

Again,  then,  the  question  recurs,  How  is  it  explained  that  any  of  the 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  are  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  convicts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison  ?    Why  do  they  not  support  themselves,  and  ihuch  more  ? 

But,  after  all,  will  it  be  said  that  much  time  is  lost  in  the  hospital,  and 
much  in  the  cells,  on  punishment  for  misdemeanor,  and  much  in  learn- 
ing raw  hands ;  so  that  the  value  of  labor  dcme  in  the  weaving  depart- 
ment is  not  so  much  by  <me  fifth  as  here  stated  1  Iict  all  this  be  admitted, 
and  still  we  have  left,  as  the  average  earnings  of  each  6f  the  90  prisoners 
employed  in  the  weaving  department,  31  cents  and  9  mills  per  day,  which 
is  more  than  it  costs  to  support  them,  at  the  prices  charged  for  provisions 
and  clothing  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  and  supposing  the  incidental 
expenses  to  be  the  same  as  in  New  Jersey ;  the  whole  Average  expense 
of  each  prisoner,  on  this  supposition,  being  31  cents  and  8  mills.  But 
here  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  provisions  are  charged  at  18  cents 
per  day,  instead  of  7,  and  the  clothing,  in  some  cases  at  least,  from  $19 
to  $24  per  year,'  instead  of  $4  and  $5,  the  common  expense  of  clothing 
in  some  other  Prisons. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  left  without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt, 
that  the  convicts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street  Pris- 
on do  much  more  than  work  enough  to  defray  all  necessary  expenses  in 
this  department,  and  that  the  counties  which  have  convicts  in  this  de- 
partment ought  to  be  receiving  considerable  sums,  annually,  from  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor,  instead  of  paying  the  same  for  their  support. 

Once  more :  Look  at  the  shoe  department.  In  Feb.  last,  according  to 
the  statement  of  the  superintendent,  20  shoemakers  were  employed  in 
this  department;  11  on  contract,  and  work  enough  from  customers  to 
empkiy  the  remainder.  Custom  work  was  more  profitable  than  that  for 
the  contractors.     No  time  was  lost  in  learning  the  trade  ;  because  very 
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sddom,  if  ever,  any  except  those  who  were  shoemakers  when  commit- 
ted  are  put  in  this  department  The  average  earnings  of  this  shop  were 
fully  34  cents  per  day  for  each  man.  Three  of  the  above  shoemakers 
were  employed  as  cobblers  (or  the  yard.  In  regard  to  the  tliree  last 
mentioned,  it  may  be  remarked  that  they  must  be  as  profitable  or  more 
so  than  any  others ;  because  shoes  supplied  to  tlie  convicts,  and  charged 
to  the  counties,  are  charged  at  $1  37^  cents  a  pair,  and  the  repairing  of 
shoes  frequently  at  75  cents  a  pair  ;  which  are  very  high  prices  for  lliese 
shoes  and  repairs. 

Whether  this  is  a  good  branch  of  business  or  not,  and  whether  the 
men  employed  in  it  are  able  to  support  themselves,  may  be  inferred  by 
a  comparison  of  the  above  statement  with  the  following  fact.  In  the 
shoe  eiiop  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  which  about  forty  men 
were  etnployed,  for  4he  year  ending  March  31,  1829,  the  ccmtract  price 
for  the  m.en  having  never  been  more  than  34  cents  per  day,  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  this  department  were  $1,5G4  25. 

Whether,  in  the  slioe  shop  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  the  prisoners 
are  able  to  defray  every  expense,  as  provisions  and  clothing  are  charged 
in  this  Prison,  may  be  inferred,  by  comparing  34  cents,  the  least  carn> 
ings  of  ihcse  men  per  day,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  superin- 
tendent, with  31  cents  and  8  mills,  the  highest  average  charge  for  their 
support,  according  to  any  facts  which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  or 
any  reasonable  supposition  which  we  have  been  able  to  make.  Wheth- 
er it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  Prison  can  charge  for  the  support 
of  the  prisoners  more  than  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  facts :  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day  amounts  to  $116 
05  per  year :  now,,  among  all  the  other  Prisons  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge,  tliero  is  no  one,  according  to  any  documents  which  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  from  which  we  have  made  the  calculation,  so 
far  as  we  recollect,  where  the  whole  expense  exceeds  $90  annually  for 
the  support  of  each  convict ;  and  there  is  one  or  more  where  it  does  not 
amount  to  $50.  It  is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison  does  not  charge  for  each  prisoner  more  than  31  cents  and 
8  mills  per  day,  or  $116  05  per  year ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  shoe  de- 
partment in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  is  very  profitable. 

The  earnings  of  the  stone,  weaving,  and  shoe  departments,  according 
to  the  above  statement,  would  be  as  follows  : — 

143  men  in  tlic  stone  department, $9,250  00 

90  qien  in  the  weaving  department, 13,098  38 

20  men  in  the  shoe  department, 2^121  60 

253  men  in  these  three  departments, $24,409  98 

The  whole  expense  of  supporting  253  men,  as  men  are  sup- 
ported in  the  new  Pri.son  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and 
4  mills  per  day,  would  be $12,374  23 

Leaving  a  gain  to  the  institution,  from  these  three  depart- 
ments, on  this  supposition^  of $12,095  75 


We  know  that  there  are  many  other  men  inthe  Priaon  piofila- 
bij  emfdoyed ;  such  as  3  smiths,  1  caqiet  weaver,  14  weav- 
ers in  the  manufiicture  of  cloth  for  the  prisoners,  and  5  or 
6  others  in  the  same  shop ;  together  with  idJ  the  persons 
employed  in  making  np  the  prisoners' clothes.  Allthbse,we 
think,  are  as  profitably  employed,  at  the  prices  charged 
for  work  done  by  them,  as  any  persons  in  the  Priton.  We 
will  suppose  the  number  to  be  40,  and  that  they  earn  as 
much  as  the  shoemakers,  (i.  e.  34  cents  per  day,)  which 
would  give $4,243  20 

We  have  now  considered  particularly  the  manner  in  which 
293  men  arc  employed.  The  whole  nvnber  in  the  Pris- 
on, in  Feb.  last,  was  464.  There  remain,  therefore,  171 
to  be  accounted  for.  Of  this  number,  there  were  unem- 
ployed, or  employed  at  unproductive  business,  cooks  7, 
bakers  4,  runners  5,  nursing  in  the  ho^ital  rooms  4,  pa- 
tients in  said  rooms  13,  in  the  celts  18;  writing,  painting, 
and  waiting  on  the  cells,  3 ;  total  unemployed,  or  employ- 
ed at  unproductive  business,  54;  leavii^  117.  unaccount-  •  ' 
cd  fi>r,  or  as  not  in6luded  in  either  of  the  departments 
above  specified,  or  among  the  unproductive  hands.  We 
will  suppose  that  these,  not  being  left  in  idleness,  earn  each 
10  cents  per  day,  (which  is  2  cents  pes  day  less  than  the 
children  earn  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  on 
contract,^ 

1]7  prisoners,  male  and  female,  at  10  cents  per  day,        $3,650  40 

Making  the  total  earnings,  on  the  above  suppositi<Ni,  of  the 
whole  number  of  convicts, $32,363  58 

This  we  verily  believe  a  less  sum  of  money  than  is  annually  earned 
by  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison.  One  reason 
why  we  say  this  is,  because  many  convicts  can  do  more  work  than  we 
hare  supposed :  as,  in  the  stone  department,  the  superintendent  stated  that 
nj?n  would  sometimes  saw  30  feet  per  week  instead  of  12  feet,  which  is 
the  task  in  the  long  days  of  summer.  This,  he  said,  however,  was  not 
co.nmon.  Several  men  would  saw  20  feet  per  week,  which  is  almost 
double  the  ordinary  task ;  and  one  man  sawed  62  feet  in  1 1  days.  Now, 
iastead  of  supposing  that  any  such  amount  of  labor  is  done  by  in- 
dividuals, we  have  supposed  that  even  less  than  the  least  task  is  done. 
There  were  120  men  employed  on  the  saws  in  February.  This  number,  at 
10  feet  per  week,  would  saw  60,400  feet  annually,  instead  of  50,000 
iVet,  which  we  have  admitted  to  be  the  average ;  though  the  superin- 
tendent stated  that. 


From  January  to  April,    about  10,000  were  sawed. 

From  AprU  to  July,  "  18,000      " 

From  July  to  October,         "  15,000      " 

From  October  to  January,    "  12,000      " 

Total  m  the  year,  "  55,000      " 


it 
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In  other  cases,  as  in  this,  therefore,  we  have  taken  the  lowest  suppo> 
sition  or  statement  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  labor  performed. 

C2 


Besides,  we  Imve  said  iiotfaiiig  of  the  graaiamoimt^  it  is 

in  the  power  of  tlie  eonnets  lo  do  in  the  form  of  oventint  It  was  found, 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  at  one  time,  that  the  conTicts  were  earning  for 
themselves,  in  tliis  way,  about  96,000  annually ;  and  it  was  found,  abo, 
by  the  testimony  oT  the  officers,  before  a  committee  of  the  Legisiature, 
that  much  of  Ihe  mcmey  thus  earned  was  transferred  from  convicts  to 
convicts,  and  from  convicts  to  officers,  on  writtoi  and  verbal  orders  from 
the  convicts.  Now,  we  do  not  say  that  such  an  amount  of  money  is 
earne4  by  the  convicts  in  the  form  of  overstint  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  nor  that  when  earned  it  is  ever  transferred  for  the  b^iefit  of  the 
officers.  But  what  has  been  may  be ;  and,  the  system  in  the  two  Pris- 
ons being  the  same,  in  regard  to  allowing  overstint,  similar  amounts  roay 
have  been  earned,  and  mmilar  transfers  made.  We  make  the  sugges- 
tion, that  it  may  lead  to  thorough  investigation.  It  is  certain  that  there 
ar^  a  large  number  of  convicts  in  the  three  departments,  (sawing  stone, 
weaving,  and  making  shoes,)  who  can  do  the  task  of  2  days  in  1 ;  who 
can,  if  they  choose,  earn  as  much  for  themselves  as  they  earn  for  the 
county  or  state ;  and  who  are  said  to  have  the  privilege  of  dmng  what 
they  can  in  this  way.  We  should  not  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  §6,CN)0 
annually  has  been  made  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  the  form  of 
overstint ;  and  that  this  has  been  transferred,  in  part,  very  loosely,  to 
persons  and  for  purposes  which  may  make  it  very  desirable  to  some 
that  the  Prison  should  remain  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years. 

But,  to  say  no  more  of  what  may  be  made  in  the  form  of  overstint, 
we  think  it  has  already  been  rendered  in  a  high  degree  probable,  that 
the  amount  of  earnings  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  does  not  fell  short 
of  $32,963  58,  without  including  overstint. 

Now,  the  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  have  been  sup- 
ported in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and  4  mills  per 
day  each,  would  be  $22,694  24.  We  believe  that  they  can  be  support- 
ed on  Walnut  Street  better  than  they  now  are,  with  better  food,  better 
clothes,  and  with^as  many  officers  at  the  same  suJary,  for  this  sum. 

The  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  were  supported  last 
year  at  Lamlierton,  N.  J.,  at  18  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  each,  would 
be  $31 ,670  32. 

The  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts  would  be,  on  the  following 
supposition,  as  follows : 

Salary  of  the  officers,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison : 
Principal  keeper,  $900 ;  clerk,  $1,000,    .  .  .  1,90000 

8  deputy  keepers,  at  $750  each, 6,000  00 

3  turnkeys,  at  $700,        « 2,10000 

Physician, 300  00 

Total  salary  of  officers, 10,30000 

Provisions,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison, 
375  lbs.  of  beef  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 
100,375  lbs.  at  3^  cents  per  lb., 3,513  l^ 

Rye  flour,  5  barrels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 
1825  barrels  per  year,  at  $3  62^  per  barrel,   6,61 5  62^ 

Amomts  carried  over,  ....  $10,12875       $10,90000 
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Amounts  brought  over, $ie,136»76    $10,30D  00 

Indkn  meal,  365  cwt,  at  $1,76  per  cwt., .  .         638,75 
Potitoes,  7  bushels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 

3555  bushels,  at  30  cents  per  bushel,  .  .  .        766,50 
Mdasses,  lH  gallons  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 

4380  gallon^,  at  30  cents  per  gallon, ....      1,314,00 
Rye  for  coffee,  ^  bushel  per  day,  for  365  days, 

is  182  bushels,  at  75  cents  per  bushel, .  .  .        146,50 

Cost  of  said  provisions,  quantity  and  price  as 
given  at  the  Prison, 12,994,50 

HosjMtal  department,  do 500,00 

Clothing,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  464  pris- 
oners, at  $5,47  annually  for  each,  .  .  ; 3,538,08 

Incidental  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J., 
for  464  prisoners,  at  810,58^  annually  for  each, 4,011,44 

Total  expense  of  supporting  464  prisoneis,  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  supposing  the  pay  of  the  officers,  provi- 
sioas,  and  hospital  department,  as  in  said  Prison,  and  the 
clothing,  and  incidental  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at 
Lamberton,  N.  J., $31,244,02 

What  sources  of  income  has  the  Prison  to  meet  these  ex- 
penses? 

Earnings  of  253  prisoners,  in  the  stone,  weaving  and 
shoe  departments,  according  to  the  foregoing  statements 
and  estimates, 24,469,98 

Earnings  of  40  weavers,  tailors,  smiths,  dtc,  not  included 
above,  but  supposed  to  be  as  profitably  employed  as  the 
shoemakers,  at  34  cents  per  day, 4,243,20 

Earnings  of  100  other  prisoners,  not  included  above,  and 
not  in  the  hospital,  cells,  or  kitchen,  supposed  not  to  be 
idle,  but  to  earn  2  cents  less  per  day  than  children  and 
youth  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  i.  e.,  10 
cents  per  day, 3,650,40 

Provisions  for  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  counties,  sup- 
posed to  be  cluu'ged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  them 
charged  to  one  county,  L  e,  at  18  cents  per  day,  or  $65,70 
peryear, 4,796,10 

Clothing  hr  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  coimties,  sup- 
posed to  be  charged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  it 
charged  to  one  county,  i.  e.,  at  an  average  of  $22,28j- 
annually  for  each 1,626,80 

Average  annual  expense  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia for  the  support  of  criminals  m  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison  for  eleven  years, «      5,101,03 

Total  income,  on  the  above  supposition, $43,887,51 

Balance  of  income  above  expenses,  proceeds  of  overstint  not 

included, $12,643,40 
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Who  gets  the  balance  1 
Does  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  ? 
Does  any  one  or  all  of  the  interior  counties  ? 

Thus  we  have  exhibited  the  evidence,  tn  part,  which  leads  us  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  is  a  money-making  fdace  to  a  large 
amount  annually.  And  our  fear  has  been  that  the  money  thus  made  is 
acting  as  a  bonus  to  preserve  it  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years  yet  to 
come.  And  if  all  the  sins  of  Sodom  were  concentrated  within  it,  (as 
we  have  melancholy  evidence  that  many  of  them  are,)  we  fear  it  would 
not  be  broken  up,  till  it  is  seen  how  much  money  is  made  within  its 
walls,  and  what  is  done  with  this  money.  We  are  not  speaking  at  ran- 
dom on  this  subject.  Facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  we  have  enough 
to  leave  no  more  doubt  in  our  minds  concerning  the  character  of  that 
Prison,  than  if  the  public  investigation  had  already  taken  place,  as  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey.  We  have  written  as  above,  hq>ing 
that  it  may  lead  to  such  an  investigation. 

The  Prison  on  Arch  Street^  Philadelphia. — ^The  Prison  on  Arch 
Street  is  another  New  York  Bridewell.     We  wish  we  had  the  same 
evidence  that  it  is  coming  down  speedily.    It  differs  in  one  reqiect, 
however,  from  the  New  York  Bridewell.    In  New  York,  debtors  are 
hot  confined  in  Bridewell.    In  Philadelphia,  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
teen debtors  were  confined  in  the  common  Prison  of  debtors  and  crim- 
inals, during  eight  months,  ending  February  25,  1830.    Of  these,  thirty 
were  for  less  than  one  dollar  each  ;  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  for 
less  than  five  dollars  each ;  and  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven  for  less 
than  $20  each.    A  gentleman  fi-om  Boston  discharged  a  decent  young 
man  £rom  close  confinement,  in  this  Jail  in  Philadelphia,  in  February, 
1830,  by  paying  costs,  $1,50,  and  the  original  debt,  25  cents.   He  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  remained  in  Jail  30  days.     This  man's  account 
of  himself  was,  that  he  was  imprisoned  for  revenge,  by  a  man  against 
whom  he  had  testified  in  court,  for  base  conduct  with  a  female.   Wheth- 
er it  be  true  or  false,  that  this  was  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  it 
shows  to  what  enormous  abuse  the  power  of  imprisonment  for  small 
debts  is  liable.     It  is  possible  for  malice,  avarice,  revenge,  and  lust,  to 
arrest  the  poor  and  friendless  debtor  in  Pennsylvania,  and  commit  him  to 
Prison,  and  keep  him  there  thirty  days  in  close  confinement,  for  twenty- 
five  cents.     Let  any  man,  not  inured  to  such  things,  place  himself  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Prison,  on  Arch  Street,  where  about  twelve  hundred  debtors 
annually  are  thrust  into  this  common  Prison  of  vice  and  crime,  poverty 
and  misfortune,  and  he  will  exclaim.  Is  this  justice  ?     Is  it  possible  that 
such  things  take  place  under  the  sanction  of  law  ?    We  sincerely  hope 
that  our  friends  connected  with  the  society  for  alleviating  the  miseries 
of  public  Prisons,  which  has  existed  in  Philadelphia  more  than  forty 
years,  will    renew  their  strength  in  regard  to  the  Prison  on  Arch 
Street.  • 

An  esteemed  friend,  under  date  3d  month,  90th  day,  of  the  present 
year,  writes  firom  Philadelphia,  concerning  the  two  Prisons  last  men- 
tioned: "While on  a  grand  jury,  recently,  we  visited  the  Arch  Street 
and  Walnut  Street  Prisons,  and  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  abate  or 
remove  those  abominable  nuisances  of  crime.  And  I  am  in  hopes  soroe- 
tliing  may  be  done  next  winter,  especially  if  your  excellent  Society  will 


laj  before  onr  citizens  a  powerful  and  troe  expos^  of  those  PriscHU,  in 
a  separate  pamphlet,  printed  on  large  type." 

We  make  a  single  extract  from  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury, 
dated  Philadelphia,  January  5,  1830,  and  signed  by  Robert  M.  Lewis, 
fiireman,  and  Stephen  P.  Morris,  secretary  ;  first  published  in  the  Na« 
tional  Gazette : — 

"  This  inquest  presents  the  arrangements  and  police  of  the  Arch  Street 
Prison,  as  evils  requiring  prompt  attention  and  alteration.  Vagrants  and 
untried  prisoners,  of  all  colors  and  degrees  of  crime,  are  there  assembled 
in  one  common  room,  and  form  one  common  association.  The  reputed 
pirate  and  murderer  was  found  seated  beside  a  youth  confined  for  a 
drunken  brawl — ^the  robber  and  the  passer  of  counterfeit  money  associ- 
ated with  those  that  had  been  committed  merely  as  vagrants,  or  for  as- 
saults — and  all  congregated  together,  and  forming  a  mass  of  vice,  whose 
oonlaminating  influence  must  be  felt  by- every  one  who  unhappily  is 
mmgled  in  it ;  and  he  who  goes  there  a  novice,  if  he  can  be  taught  by 
precept  and  example,  may  come  forth  an  adept  in  villany.  In  the  part 
of  this  Prison  appropriated  to  debtors,  its  unfortunate  inmates,  white  and 
Mack,  were  found  in  one  hall  together,  with  privations  so  great  as  to 
form  a  severe  punishment  for  their  misfortunes  and  poverty." 

Eastern  Penitentiary, — The  new  Prison  on  Francis  Street,  called 
the  Eattem  Penitentiary,  has  been  occupied  during  the  last  year.  In 
Pebmary,  15  convicts,  generally  of  the  younger  class,  were  confined  in 
it  They  were  furnished  with  labor,  and  allowed  instruction.  The 
friends  of  the  system,  from  the  experiment  thus  far,  believe,  that  a 
building  can  be  so  constructed,  as  to  admit  of  solitary  labor,  with  con- 
venience, economy,  and  the  most  fevorable  moral  results.  Such  a  build* 
iug  may,  perhaps,  be  erected  during  the  coming  year,  within  the  walls 
of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  sufficiently  large  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.  If  this  should  be  done,  the  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street  might,  perhaps,  be  broken  up  in  a  shorter  time  than 
we  have  apprehended.  If  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  had  not  been  ar- 
Tested  by  the  Legislature,  but  had  been  completed  on  the  original  plan, 
containing  accommodations  for  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  convicts,  we 
see  not  how  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  could  have  been  broken  up  for  a 
long  course  of  years ;  for  it  has  contained  twice  two  hundred  and  fifly 
convicts,  and  contains  nearly  twice  that  number  now,  afler  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Penitentiaries  have  gone  partially  into  operation.  But  if 
a  building  should  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Eastern  Penitentia* 
ry,  containing  five  hundred  cells,  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  solitary 
labour,  which  may  be  done  in  one  season,  for  $70,000,  then  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison,  can  be  broken  up  at  once ;  as  was  done  in  Ck>nnecti* 
cot,  when  the  convicts  were  all  removed  from  Newgate  to  Wethersfield. 
This  being  done,  the  interior  counties  have  strong  assurance  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  that  their  convicts  will  no 
longer  be  an  expense  to  the  counties  from  which  they  are  sent,  but 
will  support  themselves. 

It  is  objected  to  thb,  that  the  convicts  on  Walnut  Street  would  never 
go;  that  some  of  them  have  hundreds  of  dollars,  and  some  one  or  more 
can,  probably,  command  a  thousand,  and  they  would  expend  it  all 
in  employing  council  to  prevent  such  a  measure.     Such  an  amount  of 
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money,  no  doubt,  would  enlist  powerfol  advocates,  and  wbe  <^i]iioii8 
against  the  removal,  and  strongly  tend  to  entail  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  State  at  large,  that  dreadful  nuisance  on  Walnut  Street  If  the 
language  which  we  use,  when  speaking  of  that  Prison,  i^ipears  too  strong, 
we  can  only  say,  it  proceeds  from  the  effect  which  has  been  product 
on  our  minds  by  the  accumulating  evidence  of  six  years,  in  regard  to  the 
unutterable  abominations  within  its  wails.  We  might  sit  down  in  de- 
spair, and  say  nothing  on  the  subject,  if  we  had  not  seen  so  many  rough 
places  made  smooth,  and  crooked  ways  straight,  in  Prison  disci^dine, 
by  the  favor  of  God,  during  the  last  six  years.  We  therefore  indulge 
the  hope,  that  a  building  w3l  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Fran- 
cis Street  Prison,  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  city  and  State ;  which 
may  be  done  at  a  less  expense  than  tlie  additional  one  hundred  and 
fifty  cells  could  have  been  completed  on  the  original  plan  of  the  East- 
em  Penitentiary ;  and  then  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  may,  perhaps, 
be  broken'  up ;  otherwise  it  may  be  entailed  for  years.  If  such  ^Kwld 
be  the  result  of  that  act  of  the  Legislature  which  arrested  the  farther 
prosecution  of  the  original  plan  of  building,  that  act  would  be  an 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  State.  This  may  be  done,  and  still  retain 
that  feature  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  which  by  some  is  deemed 
most  important  in  Pennsylvania,  viz.  Solitary  Labor. 

New  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  The  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg,was  occupied 
the  last  year  by  59  convicts.  This  building,  which  was  erected  at  an  im« 
mense  expense,  and  for  the  purpose  of  solitary  confinement  without  labor, 
does  not  answer  well  for  what  it  was  designed,  or  for  what  it  is  used. 
The  inspectors  say,  '*  It  was  mfortunate  that  the  building  was  first 
put  up,  and  the  system  of  punishment  afterwards  prescribed.  Thtrt  is, 
perhe^s,  no  trade  or  occupation  at  which  a  convict  could  work  in  amy  of 
the  cdls.  Independent  of  the  want  of  room,  in  a  kind  of  vauk  abaui 
7  feet  by  9  in  the  clear,  there  is  not  sufficient  Kght,  the  only  supply 
being  what  can  reach  the  culprit  after  passing  through  the  narrow 
gratings  of  a  heavy  iron  door,  hung  on  stone  jambs  3  feet  thiek,  q^ 
tor  passing  through  an  out  door,  cmd  across  a  vestibule  6  feet  deep. 
Constant  confinement  in  these  cells  is  found  incompatible  with  the  heath 
of  the  convicts,  and  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  permit  two  or  three 
to  be  out  aUernately,  which  gives  an  opportunity  of  intercourse  to  abemi 
twenty,  that  greatly  diminishes  the  benefit  of  solitary  confinement. 
The  inconvenience  and  dijfieuUies  arising  out  of  the  construction  of 
this  building  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  circumstance,  that,  bythe9d  sec* 
tion  of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  the  commissioners  were  directed  to  con- 
struct the  Penitentiary  upon  the  plan  exhibited  to  the  Legislature  by  the 
inspectors  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  J* 

The  above  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  tlie 
Western  Penitentiary,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
during  the  last  session. 

We  know  not  what  will  be  done  with  this  building,  or  what  system 
wUl  be  pursued  in  it 

New  Alms-House  in  Philadelphia, — The  principle  of  solitude  at 
night  is  extending  itself  for  the  benefit  of  the  pauper  population  in 
Philadelphia.  A  letter  firom  an  esteemed  firiend,  dated  3d  month,  30th 
day, says : — 


35  FIFTH  RBFORT — 1890.  966 

*^  I  have  pleasare  in  informing  you,  that  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of 
this  city  and  county,  and  the  commissioners  for  erecting  our  new  and 
very  extensive  Alms-House/'  (for  the  accommodation  of  ahout  2,000 
soula,) "  have  determined  to  build  separate  dormitories  for  each  pauper, 
by  which  there  will  be  a  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  the  buildings, 
and  a  much  purer  air ;  and,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  decency,  mod- 
esty, and  piety,  will  have  some  opportunity  of  residing  on  the  premises ; 
but  which,  on  the  old  plan  of  building  Afans-Houses,  are  carefully  and 
eSectually  shut  out." 

BaUimore  Penitentiary.— ;The  new  building  within  the  yard  of  the 
Baltimore  Penitentiary,  for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night  of  nearly 
400  convicts,  has  been  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  The 
directors  have  twice  publicly  acknowledged  themselves  and  the  State 
indebted  to  this  Society  for  the  plan  of  building,  and  the  document  in 
which  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  is  thus  acknowledged  has  been 
printed  by  authority  of  the  Legislature.  As  a  proof  that  it  is  not  an  un- 
meaning expression  of  their  obligations,  the  directors  of  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  recently  authorized  the  clerk  to  purchase  one  hundred  vol- 
wnesofthe  stereotype  edition  of  the  Society's  series  of  Reports. 

New  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia, — The  principal 
building  in  this  establishment  is  now  so  far  finished,  that  it  may  be  oc- 
cupied ;  but  when  we  last  heard,  no  convicts  had  been  committed  to  it. 

Mr.  Powers,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
bas  reported  a  bill  in  Congress  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the 
pitstrict,  which  is  mild  and  humane  in  its  general  provisions,  substituting, 
in  naany  cases,  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary  for  crimes  formerly  pun- 
ished with  death. 

The  keeper  of  the  new  Penitentiary  has  been  appointed,  and  the  in- 
^ctors  also,  who  have  provided,  in  their  rules  and  regulations,  among 
others  more  common,  the  following,  which  are  more  novel,  but  not  less 
important. 

1.  "  There  shall  be  morning  and  evening  service  performed,  daily, 
by  the  Chaplain. 

2.  "  There  shall  be  a  Sunday  school,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chaplain,  with  the  cooperation  and  concurrence  of  the  Warden. 

3.  "  There  shall  be  a  sermon  preached,  and  divine  service  performed 
every  Sabbath  day,  by  the  Chaplain. 

4.  "There  shall  be  present  at  all  the  religious  services,  and 
at  the  Sunday  school,  such  officers  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Warden. 

5.  "  Each  cell  shall  be  furnished  with  a  Bible,  and  such  other  reli- 
gioas  books  as  the  Warden,  with  the  assent  of  the  Inspectors,  may  think 
soitable  to  improve  their  morals  and  conduct." 

Such  rules  and  regulations,  being  thus  made  part  of  a  system  of  Pris- 
on discipline,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  become  of  great  valae 
to  the  world. 

New  Penitentiary  in  Tennessee, — ^In  Tennessee,  the  objects  of  this 
Society  are  receiving  particular  attention  at  the  present  time.  A  let- 
ter fixin  the  Governor,  dated  Nashville,  Dec.  18,  says  : — 

"The  Reports  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  together  with  your 
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1.  TOe  mumher  wfpenmis  impriaaned  for  dM  in  the  Nifrikm-n  mid 
Middle  States  is  very  great. 

Daring  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  there  were  imprisoDed 
for  debt  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  81 ;  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  126 ;  in  Worces- 
ter  271 ;  in  Boston,  1211;  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  L,80;  in  Newport, 
r/l,  78;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  168;  at  CourUand  Village,  112;  m 
BnflWo,  338 ;  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1828,  3,000 ;  in  Philadel- 
phia,  daring  8  months,  ending  February  26,  1830,  817 ;  in  Baltimore 
in  1829,  944.  As  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain  from  the  returns  which 
we  have  receired,  the  number  imprisoned  for  debt  annually  is,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, 3,000 ;  in  New  York,  HJum ;  in  Pennsylvania,  7,000;  in 
Maryland,  3,000 ;  and  in  the  other  Nortltern  and  Middle  States,  nearly 
as  above  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

2.  The  number  of  persons  iwyprisoned  for  debt,  compared  wtt  m 
number  iny^sonedfor  crime,  is  very  great. 

In  Worcester,  Mass.,  the  debtors  were  to  the  criminals  as  3  to  1;  in 
Rhode  Island,  as  4  to  1 ;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  nearly  as  5  to  1 ;  at  Oourt- 
land  Village  more  than  8  to  1 ;  at  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  as5  to  1 ;  atjtem- 
ington,  N.  J.,  as  6  to  1 ;  in  17  Prisons  in  the  Northern  and  Middie 
States,  nearly  as  5  to  1.  . 

3.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  small  debts  is  vtry  grm- 
In  Philadelphia  abne,  the  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  eight 

months,  ending  February  25,  1830,  for  less  than  one  dollar  each,  was 
thirty.  In  eleven  oAer  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were 
imprisoned,  during  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  for  less  than 
one  dollar  each,  thirty^two. 

4.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  one,  and  lessthan 
Jive  dollars  each,  is  stiU  greater. 

In  thirty  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  imprisons, 
for  more  than  one  and  less  than  ^ve  dollars  each,^»c  hundred  axdwM- 

6.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  five,  and  less  th<» 
twenty  dollars,  is  very  great. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  impris- 
oned for  more  than  dye  and  less  than  twenty  dollars,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four. 

6.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  tMoenty,  tmuss 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  is  not  one  third  as  great  as  the  madter  m- 
prisoned  for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  number  impn** 
oned  for  less  than  twenty  dollars  each,  was  2841 ;  ki  more  than  twenty, 
and  less  than  f  100,—  902.  . 

7.  The  number  of  persons  imprisofikd  for  tnore  than  one  ^'f^ 
dollars  each  is  very  smaH,  in  comparison  with  the  number  tmprxsofuo 
far  less  than  twenty  dollars.  . 

In  fifty-three  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  whdc  number 
imprisoned  for  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  each,  was  four  hunoreu 
and  sixteen,  or  only  as  one  to  seven,  compared  with  the  number  impris- 
oned for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

8.  7%«  time  lost  in  Prison  is  very  considerable  by  those  who  arepifof 
ly  abU  to  lose  it. 
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in  Meen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  in  the  Northern  and 
MiddJe  States,  the  persons  imprisoned  for  debt, 

For  less  than  one  day,  were ,  .  269 

For  more  than  one,  and  less  than  five  days, 323 

For  more  than  five,  and  less  than  ten  days, 203 

For  more  than  ten,  and  less  than  twenty  days, 154 

For  more  than  twenty,  and  less  than  thicty  days,       83 

For  more  than  thirty  days, 431 

Total  amount  of  time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  nineteen  thousand,  nine 
hondred  and  eighty-seven  days. 

9.  Wkih  so  much  time  is  lost  in  Prison,  it  is  a  very  fruitless  business 
as  a  meitns  of  compelling  payment. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  out  of  two  thousand 
and  fifty-seven  persons  imprisoned,  the  records  show  only  two  hundred 
ind  ninety-four  who  paid  the  debt. 

10.  The  number  of  persons  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney, 
aecordkig  to  the  records,  is  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  the  number 
rftkoH  who  pay  the  debt. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  as  already  stated, 
two  hundred  and  ninety-four  paid  the  debt,  and  one  thousand  and 
nineteen  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney. 

11.  The  number  of  persons  discharged  by  taking  the  poor  debtor's 
9Qth,  is  more  than  twice  as  great  as  the  number  of  those  who  pay  the 
Mt. 

In  the  seventeen  Prisons  above  mentioned,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  paid  the  debt,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  took  the  poor 
debtor's  oath. 

12.  The  amount  paid,  according  to  the  records,  in  consequence  ofim- 
prisornneni,  is  not  one  hcdfthe  vahte  of  time  lost  at  $1  per  day. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  amount  paid, 
bthe  year  endiAg  December  30.  1829,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
was  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  iclhr^ ;  t^f"-  value  of 
time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  during  the  same  time,  at  f  1  per  day, 
was  nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

13.  This  is  not  only  very  fruitless,  but  very  expensive  business  to  the 
nt^tor. 

We  have  reason  to  believe,  that,  in  most  cases,  in  which  persons  are 
discharged  from  Prison  hy  the  creditor  or  his  attorney,  or  hy  the  poor 
debtor's  oath,  the  costs  are  paid  by  the  creditor ;  and  we  have  already 
»en,  that  in  seventeen  Prisons  there  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or 

hisattomey, 1019 

By  the  poor  debtor's  oath, 744 

By  paying  the  debt, 294 

We  have  made  the  inquiry  of  a  number  of  the  respectable  men  of 
<wr  acquaintance,  whether  they  ever  imprisoned  a  man  for  debt. 
Their  general  answer  has  been.  Yes;  once  or  twice,  and  we  lost  the 
debt,  and  paid  the  costs. 

14.  The  operation  of  the  laws,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt, 
is  very  Afferent  in  the  Northern  and  Southern  States, 

In  seventeen  Prisons  heard  from  in  the  Northern  States,  the  number 
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of  persons  imprisoiied  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  30, 1839,  was  two 
thau&andf  secen  hundred  andforty'two. 

In  the  same  number  of  Prisons  in  the  Southern  States,  only  tlnrty^rr. 

15.  There  -are  examples  of  amelioration  and  abolition. 

In  Massachusetts,  there  is  a  law  which  forbids  the  imprisonment  of 
any  debtor  for  less  than  five  dollars.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other 
Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from  imprisonment, 
during  the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard, 
four  hundred  and  thirty-one  persons.  The  great  opposition  to  this  law 
is  said  to  have  come  from  groceries  and  grog  shops. 

There  is  a  law  in  New  Hampshire,  which  forbids  the  imprisonment 
of  any  debtor  for  less  than  $13,33.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other  North- 
ern and  Middle  States,  would^have  saved  from  imprisonment,  during 
the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifly-four  persons. 

There  is  a  law  in  Massachusetts,  which  requires  the  creditor  to  pay 
the  board  of  the  debtor.  This  law  is  said,  by  several  of  the  jailers,  to 
have  diminished  the  duration  of  imprisonment  for  debt  about  one  third. 

A  very  shrewd  and  observing  jailer,  in  a  Prison  where  more  than 
one  thousand  persons  are  imprisoned  annually,  remarked,  that  many 
cases  of  imprisonment  for  small  debts  would  be  prevented,  if  the  credi- 
tors were  obliged  to  make  oath,  that  the  debts  were  true  debts ;  as  in 
South  Carolina. 

In  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished.  A 
similar  law,  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from 
imprisonment,  during  the  last  year,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  about 
fifhf  thousand  persons. 

16.  The  lotos  and  public  opinion  appear  to  be  at  vartanee  on  the 
sMect  of  in^prisonment  for  debt. 

We  have  already  seen,  to  some  extent,  what  is  the  operation  of  the 
laws.  We  now  give  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States,  where  the 
evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt  seem  to  be  greatest.  And  iimuediately 
afler  the  abiatraot^  we  shall  give  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  puU 
lie  opinion. 

Abstract  of  thr  Laws  of  several  of  the  United  States  on  Im- 
prisonment FOR  Debt. 

Maine. — By  the  Law  of  Feb.  9, 1822,  no  person  can  be  taken  on  executkm, 
unless  the  debt  founded  on  contract  exceed  6ve  dollars. 

The  Court  of  Sessions  are  authorized  to  fix  and  alter  the  limits  of  the  JaU  yanb. 

If  there  are  two  Jails  in  the  same  county,  debtors  shall  be  committed  to  the 
nearest  Jail. 

Persons  imprisoned  for  debt  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  by  giving  bonds, 
with  two  sureties,  for  twice  tlie  amount  for  which  they  are  imprisoned. 

Debtors  on  the  limits  may  take  lodsinn,  by  paying  for  the  same. 

llie  bond  for  not  departing  from  tne  Jail  yard  is  void,  if  the  debtor  sorrenders 
himself,  and  goes  into  close  confinement 

When  a  person  cannot  support  himself  in  Prison,  the  keeper  shall  apply  to  a  jus* 
tice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  issue  a  notification  to  (he  creditor  of  the  prisoner's  de- 
sire to  take  the  benefit  of  the  oath.  This  notification  to  the  creditor  most  be  left 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  time  of  administering  the  oath.  If  the  creditor  does 
not  live  in  the  state,  and  has  no  agent  or  attorney  there,  the  notificatioii  must  be 
left  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  justice,  by  whom  the  execution  was  signed.  Any 
two  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county  may  administer  the  oath.    Said  Justices 
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may,  if  neeaBMiy,  adjourn  their  proceodings,  not  more  than  twice,  nor  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours.  The  creditor  may  propose  interri^tories,  and  require  them  to 
be  answered  in  writing  by  the  debtor,  which  the  justices  shall  certify.  Each  jus- 
tiee  shall  receive  one  dollar  a  day  for  attendance ;  the  justice  who  issues  the  notifi- 
cation, fifty  cents,  and  the  same  travelling  fee  as  for  taking  depositions.  If  the  jus- 
tices are  not  satisfied  that  the  debtor  has  given  a  true  statement,  in  regard  to  his 
or  her  property,  they  may  refuse  to  administer  the  oath.  When  the  oath  has  been 
administered  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  the  jailer  is  required  to  dis- 
charge the  body,  and  it  cannot  be  held  any  longer  on  such  execution. 

A  person  disqualified  as  a  witness  may  have  the  oath  administered. 

If  a  prisoner  is  convicted  of  concealing  his  estate,  he  is  liable  to  the  penalties  of 
perjury. 

The  judgment  remains  in  force  against  the  estate  of  a  prisoner  discharged,  but  not 
against  the  body,  and  the  creditor  may  take  out  a  new  execution  against  lands. 

If  tiie  debtor  have  property  to  the  amount  of  $30  or  more,  (that  is  unattachable,) 
and  he  ohaJl  spend  or  use  the  same  without  giving  the  creditor  information  and  op- 
portuully  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  same,  to  the  amount  of  his  debt,  this  shall  be 
cdieemed  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  the  debtor.  Persons  assisting  and  abetting  in 
.  such  a  transaction  are  made  liable  to  the  creditor  for  double  the  amount  of  the 
money  or  goods  thus  secreted  or  spent. 

The  price  of  articles  furnished  by  the  jailor  to  the  debtor^  in  case  of  dispute,  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Court  of  Session. 

Persons  having  the  liberty  of  the  yard,  unless  discharged  according  to  law,  in 
Dine  months  shall  be  held  in  close  confinement. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  on  givine  bonds. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  according  to  the 
form  prescribed  by  law. 

The  creditor  may  discharge  the  debtor,  without  affecting  the  judgment,  by  giv- 
ing a  written  permission ;  such  discharge  not  to  release  the  debtor  from  debt  and 
costs,  bat  his  body  shall  be  exempted. 

A  prisoner,  claiming  relief  as  a  pauper,  shall  be  discharged,  unless  security  be 
given  for  his  support. 

By  the  act  of  I*  eb.  26, 1824,  persons  arrested  on  execution  may  have  tlie  privi- 
lege of  takins  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  without  being  carried  to  Jail,  when  the  debtor 
declares  his  intention  of  taking  the  oath.  It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  officer 
to  take  the  debtor  before  the  nearest  justice^  who  shall  make  out  a  notification  to 
the  creditor  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  oath ;  provided  the  debtor  shall 
give  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  Uie  satisfaction  of  the  offi- 
cer, that  he  will  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  provided,  also,  that  in 
case  the  justice  shall  not  admit  the  debtor  to  the  benefit  of  the  oath,  said  debtor 
&lull  surrender  himself  to  the  officer  or  jsdler. 

In  case  of  disclosure  and  proffer  of  real  estate,  or  personal,  the  debtor's  body  is 
exempted  if  the  creditor  do  not  take  such  estate.  And  in  case  the  creditor  does 
noU  within  thirty  days,  cause  the  property  thus  disclosed  to  be  taken  on  execution, 
the  body  of  said  debtor  shall  for  ever  afterwards  be  exempted  from  arrest  on  said 
execution. 

The  penalties  of  perjury  are  annexed  to  false  swearing  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  law. 

Certain  articles  are  exempted  from  attachment,  viz :  the  wearing  apparel,  beds, 
bedsteads,  bedding,  and  household  utensils,  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  himself, 
hid  wile,  and  his  children ;  the  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occu- 
pitioo;  the  Bibles  and  school  books,  which  may  be  In  actual  use  in  his  or  her  fam- 
ily ;  all  cast-iron  stoves,  and  stoves  made  of  sheet  iron,  used  exclusively  for  the  pur- 
pose of  warming  buildings :  one  cow,  one  swine,  ten  she«p,  with  the  wool  which 
may  be  shorn  from  them,  and  Uiirty  hundred  of  hay  for  the  use  of  Said  cow,  and 
two  toas  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  shall  be  exempted  from  attachment;  provided, 
that  not  more  Uian  one  such  stove  to  each  building,  owned  or  occupied  by  the  same 
person  or  family,  shall  be  so  exempted ;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  beds  and  bed- 
heads, exempted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bed- 
ding to  two  persons,  nor  the  household  furniture  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

Jhw  HampBkire.—By  the  law  of  January  3, 1829,  the  following  property  is  ex- 
eaipt  from  attachment — the  wearing  apparel  necessary  for  immediate  use,  two 
comfortable  beds,  bedsteads,  and  bedding  necessary  for  the  same,  household  furni- 
ture to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  the  Bibles  and  school  books  in  actual  family 
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uae,  one  cow,  one  ton  of  hay,  and  one  hog,  and  one  pis  not  over  ali;  monfhe  oM, 
and  in  case  ^e  debtor  be  a  farmer  or  mechanic,  tools  of  his  occupatlan  to  the  value 
of  twenty  dollars,  six  sheep,  and  the  fleeces  of  the  same  sheep,  while  in  possession 
of  the  owner  of  the  sheep. 

A  poor  debtor  may  have  a  chamber  in  the  keeper's  house,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
yard,  by  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties  for  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is 
imprisoned,  provided,  that,  when  any  person  is  imprisoned  on  any  such  prison  bond, 
he  shall  remain  in  close  confinement. 

When  any  poor  debtor  has  not  goods  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars  besides  those 
exempted  from  attachment,  he  may  apply  to  any  two  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court, 
or  of  the  Common  Pleas,  or  to  any  two  Commissioners  of  Jail  Delivery  in  the 
county,  and  pray  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  law.  This  may  be 
done  immediately;  and  the  order  of  notice  must  be  served  at  least  fifteen  days  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  such  hearing.  If  the  Justices  are  satisfied,  at  the  time 
appointed  for  hearing  the  parties,  that  the  debtor  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
oath,  it  may  be  administered ;  and  when  administered,  if  the  debtor  can  sati.^fy  the 
prison  keeper  for  past  charges,  he  may  be  discharged. 

After  the  discharge,  the  judgment  remains  good  against  the  estate,  which  may 
then,  or  at  any  time,  belong  to  the  prisoner,  but  not  against  his  body. 

The  debtor's  estate  is  made  liable  for  Prison  charges. 

Persons  disqualified  to  give  testimony  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

If  the  creditor  neglects  to  levy  his  execution,  on  the  body  of  the  debtor,  for  thirty 
days  or  more,  after  Uie  poor  debtor  was  imprisoned,  then  the  body  is  exempted  from 
arrest,  in  any  action  of  debt  on  said  judgment,  for  the  period  of  one  year. 

By  the  law  of  January  1, 1829,  no  person  can  be  committed  to  jail  for  less  than 
1^18  88,  and  the  limits  of  the  yard  are  extended  to  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
where  the  prison  is. 

Vermont. — Writs  qf  eUteiehment  may  issue  against  the  goods,  chattels  or  estate 
of  any  person  or  persons ;  and  for  want  thereof,  against  their  bodies, — ^By  the  law 
of  March  2, 1797.  And  the  body  or  bodies  of  such  person  or  persons,  taken  on 
mesne  process,  shall  be  holden  and  committed  to  Jail,  unless  he,  she  or  they  shall 
procure  some  person  or  persons  to  become  surety  or  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  officer  sending  such  process,  or  to  the  creditor  or  creditors. 

Bail  may  surrender  the  principal  into  court  before  or  during  the  term  in  which 
final  judgment  shall  be  entered,  and  be  discharged  from  further  liability.  Or  the 
principal  may,  at  any  time,  be  committed  to  Jail  by  the  surety  or  sureties.  If  there 
is  danger  of  his  absconding  or  being  out  of  the  way. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  on  mesne  process,  and  kept  in  Jail  'Until  final  judgment 
is  rendered,  shall  be  discharged  from  confinement  by  the  jailer,  unless  the  plaintiff* 
shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  rendering  of  such  judgment,  charge  him  with 
execution. 

When  movable  or  personal  estate  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  dama- 
ges or  costs  of  an  execution  and  the  legal  fees  thereon,  the  body  of  the  debtor 
may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  and  committed  to  the  Jail. 

Persons  in  Jail  on  mesne  process,  in  any  civil  action,  or  upon  execution,  founded 
on  any  proper  action  of  debt,  shsdl  be  admitted  to  the  liberties  of  the  yard,  provided 
they  give  bond  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  &c., 
not  to  pass  such  limits  until  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  by  due  process  of  law. — 
Law  or  March  9, 1797. 

Jail  limits  of  the  several  counties  not  to  exceed  in  extent  fimr  Bqwire  miles. — 
Law  of  November,  1818. 

^  Debtors  are  permitted  to  retain,  not  liable  to  attachment  on  mesne  process  or 
execution,  the  following  articles — 1  cow,  and  such  suitable  apparel,  bedding,  tools, 
arms,  and  articles  of  household  furniture,  as  may  be  necessary  for  upholding  hfe. 
— Law  of  March  7, 1797.  > 

By  law  of  November,  1818,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  articles,  exempted  from 
attachment,  &c.,  the  following  are  included — 10  sheep,  end  1  year's  product  of 
said  sheep,  either  of  wool,  yam  or  cloth,  the  b^st  swine,  or  the  meat  of  said 
swine,  and  forage  sufficient  to  keep  10  sheep  and  1  cow. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  if  they  have  no  property  to 
satisfy  said  execution,  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and  be  disobarged,  having 
first  given  six  days*  notice  of  his  intention  to  take  such  oath,  to  the  creditor,  if  he 
live  within  the  county,  and  tvfehe  days*  notice,  if  the  creditor  live  without  the  limits 
of  the  county. 
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The  body  «f  aaj  poor  dobtor,  so  diieharfed  Cnmii  UnprlMnmeiit,  as  ofiireMid,  by 
takiag  tbe  poor  dobtor's  oath,  shall  not  be  again  liable  to  arrest  or  imprisonment 
fi>r  tlM  same  debt;  but  die  debtor's  property  and  estate  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken 
ibr  said  debt,  equally  as  before,  and  his  estate  shall  also  be  liable  for  his  prison 
chams  during  all  the  time  of  his  imprisonment 

j£iM$achm»etU. — ^The  property  exempt  from  attachment  is  the  wearing  apparel^ 
beds,  bedsteads,  beddins  and  household  utensils,  of  any  debtor  necessary  for  him- 
ielf,  wife  and  children ;  £e  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occupation ; 
the  fiibles  and  school  books  which  may  be  in  actual  use  in  his  or  her  family ;  to- 
gether with  one  cow  and  one  swine ;  provided,  that  the  beds  and  bedding,  exempt- 
ed as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bedding  for  two 
persons;  and  household  furniture,  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

By  a  subsequent  law,  the  following  articles  are  added  to  the  foregoing,  viz :  rix 
sheep,  and  two  tons  of  hay  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  and  for  the  use  of  a  cow :  nM 
•beep,  however,  are  not  to  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars. 

By  a  still  later  law,  all  cast-iron  or  sheet-iron  stoves,  used  exclusively  for  the 
purpose  of  warming  buildings,  are  exempted ;  provided,  that  not  more  than  one 
such  stove  to  each  building,  occupied  by  the  same  person  or  family,  shall  be  so  ex- 
empted. 

Body  of  the  debtor  liable  to  arrest  and  commitment  to  Jail,  on  mesne  process  and 
execution,  for  any  sum  where  the  debt  or  damage  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dol- 
hzs. 

Where  the  debt  or  dnmaee  does  not  exceed  five  dollars,  the  body  cannot  be  ar- ' 
rested ;  prc^erty  only  can  be  taken. 

When  the  body  of  the  debtor  shall  be  committed  to  close  confineiAent  in  any  Jafl, 
he  shall  be  furnished  with  an  apartment  separate  from  that  occupied  by  eriminaU. 

Jail  yards  are  not  to  extend  more  than  fifty  rods  from  the  Jail. 

Any  pertam  impri?«ned  for  debt,  either  upon  mesne  process  or  execution,  shall  be 
allowed  the  liberties  of  the  Jail  yard,  on  eiving  bond,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
ties, to  the  creditor  or  creditors,  in  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is  imprisoned,  con- 
diliooed  that  he  will  not  depart  from  the  Prison  limits. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal,  and  be  discharged  from  any  fur- 
ther liability. 

Whenever  any  person,  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  shall  wish  to  avail 
himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors,  by  taking  the  poor 
debtor's  oath,  and  thereupon  being  discharged  from  his  imprisonment,  he  must 
make  application  to  some  justice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  thereupon  issue  a  notice  to 
die  creditor  or  creditors,  his  or  their  attorney,  &c.,  thirty  days  previous  to  the  time 
appointed  for  his  being  admitted  to  said  oath. 

It,  alter  examination  had  before  the  proper  authorities,  the  debtor  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  and  shall  take  said  oath,  he  shall  thereupon  be  discharged  from  hb  imprison- 
ment. 

Such  discharge  does  not  at  all  aflfect  the  claim  of  the  creditor  on  any  property  the 
debtor  may  subsequently  possess.  The  body  of  the  debtor,  however,  can  never  be 
afterwards  arrested  for  tiie  same  debt  or  demand. 

If  any  town  shall  become  liable  for  the  support  of  any  poor  prisoner  in  JaO, 
aid  town  roay  recover  any  expense,  so  incurred,  of  the  creditor  who  imprisoned 
bin. 

Neither  jailer  or  other  person  is  permitted  to  give  or  furnish  any  spirituous  Dquor 
to  persons  committed  to  Jail,  either  for  debt  or  for  crime. 

No  person  committed  to  prison  on  execution  for  debt,  if  not  discharged  from  hb 
imprisonment  within  ninety  days  from  his  commitment,  shall  be  allowed  to  have 
the  liberties  of  the  yard  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than  ninety  days ;  but  shall  be 
put  in  close  confinement,  and  be  so  continued  until  discharged  from  prison  by  the 
creditor,  or  in  due  course  of  law. 

Bkode  /jlimd.~Where  property  cannot  be  found  sufficient  for  the  security  or 
payment  of  a  debt,  the  body  or  the  debtor  may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  by  virtue  of 
any  original  writ  or  mesne  process. 

If  tbe  debtor  can  find  sureties  for  his  appearance  at  court,  &c.,  the  officer  having 
him  in  custody  may  hold  him  to  bail. 

If  the  debtor  cannot  find  proper  sureties,  he  is  to  be  committed  to  Jail ;  but  ho 
may  be  dieehargod  and  sullered  to  go  at  large  at  any  time  before  judgment  shall  be 
obtained,  in  case  he  can  find  sufficient  sureties.  ... 

In  case  he  can  find  no  such  sureties,  and  continues  fai  Jail  till  final  judgment,  he 
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must  be  kept  in  Jail  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  court,  in  order  to  be  taken  on 

execution.    But  if  the  creditor  shall  not  take  ue  debtor  on  execution  within  thirty 
days,  then  the  sheriff  shall  discharee  said  debtor  from  his  confinement. 

Executions  on  a  judgment  for  debt  run  against  the  body,  provided  property  can- 
not be  found,  &c. ;  and  the  debtor  may  be  committed  to  Jail. 

The  debtor  may,  however,  if  he  can  find  proper  sureties,  have  the  liberty  of  the 
Jail  yard. 

Bail  may,  at  any  time,  surrender  the  principal,  and  thereby  be  discharged  fiiMn 
further  liability. 

A  poor  debtor,  confined  in  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  may,  if  he  see  fit,  enter  a 
complaint  to  the  competent  authority,  stating  that  he  is  unable  to  pay  said  debt,  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and  be  discharged 
irom  his  imprisonment  In  this  case,  notice  of  such  complaint  and  the  debtor's  in- 
tention must  be  given  to  the  creditor,  or  his  attorney,  at  least  seven  days  before  the 
time  appointed,  &c ;  and,  on  being  admitted  to  his  oath,  the  debtor  may  be  dis- 
charged. 

But,  by  a  law  of  1823,  if  the  creditor  shall  appear,  by  himself  or  attorney,  and 
shall  advance  to  the  jailer  one  dollar  per  week,  (including  also  the  time  when  the 
complaint  was  made,  until  the  oath  or  affirmation  was  administered,)  for  the  future 
support  of  such  complainant,  he  shall  not  be  dischai^ed  until  such  advance  be  dis- 
continued. 

And,  furthermore,  whenever  discharged,  the  debtor  b  to  leave  with  the  jailer, 
for  the  creditor,  hl«  promissory  note,  payable  in  two  years  from  date,  with  interest, 
for  the  amount  of  such  execution. 

Having  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  discharged  by  provision  of  law,  does  not 
exempt  we  property  or  estate  of  the  debtor  from  subsequent  attachment ;  but  on- 
ly the  body  from  arrest  for  the  same  debt. 

The  following  articles  are  by  law  exempted  from  attachment. 

One  bed  and  bedding  for  every  two  persons  in  a  family,  and  also,  for  each  person 
In  a  family,  one  chair,  one  knife  and  fork,  one  plate,  one  cup  and  saucer,  together 
with  other  necessary  furniture,  provided  the  whole,  including  beds  and  bedding, 
do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ;  also,  necessary  wearing  apparel, 
together  with  one  cow  or  hog,  and  the 'working  tools  of  said  debtor,  necessary  for 
his  or  her  usual  occupation ;  provided  the  said  tools  do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum 
of  thirty  dollars. 

JVeW'York. — Jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  extends  to  all  actions  where 
the  amount  claimed  does  not  exceed  fifty  dollars. 

"  No  female  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  upon  any  execution  issued  from  a 
justice's  court." — 2d  vol.  of  Revised  Statutes,  page  253. 

**  No  female  shall  be  imprisoned  on  any  process  in  any  civil  action  founded  upon 
contract." — 2d  vol.  Revised  Statutes,  page  428. 

Excepting,  as  above,  in  regard  to  females,  the  body  of  a  debtor  may  be  arrested 
and  committed  to  Jail  for  any  sum,  either  on  mesne  process  or  executi<m. 

Insolvent  debtors  may  be  discharged  from  their  debts,  on  executing  an  argu- 
ment of  all  their  estate  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  and  by  a  petition  tor  that  pur- 
pose, signed  by  himself,  and  so  many  of  his  creditors,  residing  within  the  United 
States,  as  have  debts  owing  to  them  at  the  time,  in  good  faith,  amounting  to  two 
thirds  of  all  his  debts.  He  must  make  out  a  schedule  of  all  his  property,  m  every 
description,  which  must  be  presented  to  the  proper  officer,  and  which  must  be 
sworn  to  by  the  debtor  as  true. 

After  a  proper  hearing,  on  a  day  appointed,  if  no  fraud  appears,  the  debtor  may 
be  discharged  from  all  liubility  for  any  debts  previously  contracted;  and,  if  in  pris- 
on, shall  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Insolvent  debtors  may,  by  petition  for  that  purpose,  and  by  a  voluntary  assign- 
ment of  all  their  estate,  after  a  hearing  before  a  proper  tribunal,  as  provided  by 
law,  have  their  property  distributed  to  their  creditors,  and  their  bodies  afterwards  se- 
cured from  arrest  for  such  debts;  but  their  property,  should  they  afterward  have  any, 
is  still  holden,  and  may  be  attached  for  the  same  debts.  If  in  Prison,  they  are,  af- 
ter such  assignment,  if  accepted,  to  be  discharged  from  their  imprisonment 

Certain  articles  of  furniture,  tools  of  one's  trade,  &c.,  &c.,  as  usual,  are  exempted 
from  attachment;  family  Bible,  school  books,  used  by  or  in  the  family,  family  pic- 
tures, and  books,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  in  value,  which  are  kept  and  used  as  a 
familv  library ;  a  seat  or  pew,  occupied  bv  the  debtor  or  his  family,  in  any  house 
of  public  worship ;  ten  sheep,  with  their  ficeces;  one  cow  and  two  swine,  and  the 
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,  isod  for  fhem ;  all  neeMMry  pork,  beef,  fish,  flour  and  Tegetables,  aetu* 
ally  prorided  for  fomily  use ;  and  fuel  for  idxty  days. 

PruoDera  for  debt  are  not  to  be  confined  in  the  aame  apartment  with  criminala. 

Jail  libertiea  ahall  not  exceed,  in  extent,  five  handted  acres,  and  e^all  be  laid  out 
in  a  square  or  parallelogram,  as  near  as  may  be. 

PerMios  eoounitted  to  Jail  for  debt  may  have  the  privilege  of  going  at  large  on 
the  Jail  limits,  by  finding  surety  in  double  the  amount  of  the  debt,  that  they  wul  not 
fo  off  from  the  same.  If  they  cannot  find  such  surety  or  sureties,  they  are  to  be 
kept  in  close  custody. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal. 

Debtor,  oomniitted  to  Jail  on  execution  issued  by  a  justice,  must  be  kept  there 
uBtil  the  debt  shall  be  paid,  or  he  be  thence  discharged  by  due  course  of  law. 

If  the  debtor  have  a  family  in  the  State,  for  which  he  provides,  and  be  not  a  free- 
holder, he  shall  be  discharged  from  Prison  after  thirty  days.  If  he  have  no  &mily, 
and  be  not  a  freeholder,  he  shall  be  discharged  after  sixty  days. 

Persons  arrested  by  virtue  of  an  execution  issued  on  any  judgment  rendered  in  a 
Court  ofMecord  shall  be  safely  kept  in  secure  custody,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law,  at  their  own  expense,  until  said  execution  be  satisfied,  or  they  be  discharg- 
ed according  to  law. 

XiW' Jersey. — By  law  of  February,  1818,  "  It  is  unlawful  to  confine  the  person 
of  any  female  for  debt" 

Other  debtors  may  be  arrealed  on  mesne  process  and  execution,  and  committed 
to  Jail  for  any  sum. 

Jail  limits  not  to  exceed  three  acres. 

Debtors  confined  in  Prison  may  have  the  liberties  of  the  Prison  by  giving  the 
requisiCe  bonda. 

Person  confined  in, Prison  for  debt  may  be  dischareed  from  his  imprisonment, 
aad  bis  person  be  afterwards  exempt  from  arrest  on  all  debts  previously  contracted, 
by  application  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  presenting  a  true  account  of  his  es- 
tate, a  list  of  all  his  creditors,  with  the  debts  due  them.  On  making  such  applica- 
tion, and  filing  the  proper  papers,  a  notice  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Court  to  creoiton, 
stating  the  fact,  appointing  a  time  for  hearing ;  and  if,  on  a  hearing,  no  fitiud  i^ 
pear,  the  debtor  may,  on  tne  surrender  of  all  his  property,  be  discharged.  Any 
property  he  may  afltcrwards  have  is,  however,  liable  to  attachment  for  the  same 
demands. 

Debtors  and  criminals  are  not  to  be  confined  together. 

Property  of  debtor  exempt  from  attachment— one  cow,  and  one  bed  and  bedding, 
the  property  of  any  debtor  having  a  family. 

Delaware. — A  debtor  may  be  arrested  and  imprisoned,  in  lack  of  property,  on  any 
original  writ  or  executicn. 

Any  person,  imprisoned  in  the  common  Jail  of  an^  county,  who  shall  have  resid- 
ed in  the  State  ibr  one  year  next  preceding  such  imprisonment,  may  petition  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  stating  such  imprisonment,  the  cause, 
the  insolvency  of  petitioner ;  setting  forth  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  his  or  her 
estate,  of  every  kind,  debts,  credits,  Ace,  &c. ;  also  a  correct  list  of  all  creditors, 
with  the  sums  due  them,  fcc. ;  and  oflering  to  assign  all  his  or  her  estate  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  and  praying,  on  making  such  assignment,  to  be  discharged  from 
imprisooment ;  may,  after  the  usual  hearing  and  forms  in  such  cases,  be  iSscharg- 
ed,  provided  no  fr«ud  shall  appear  in  the  premises. 

Aoy  person  imprisoned  for  debt,  who  shall  be  unable  to  support  himself  in  Jail, 
or  whose  family,  if  he  be  detained  in  Prison,  ahall  become  a  public  chanpe,  may 
make  a  representation  of  such  facts  to  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common 
Plca9,  and  such  Court  shall  notify  the  creditor ;  and  if  the  creditor  shall  not,  within 
ten  days,  make  provision  for  the  support  of  such  prisoner  and  family,  the  prisoner 
Aall  be  discharged. 

The  disehanre  of  a  poor  debtor  from  Imprisonment,  bV  the  operation  of  the  Insol- 
vent laws  ni  Delaware,  do  not  exempt  any  property  the  debtor  may  subsequently 
have  from  attachment    His  body  is  no  more  liable  to  arrest  for  the  same  debts. 

Pennsfflvania. — "  No  female  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  for  or  by  reason  of 
any  debt  contracted  after  the  passing  of  this  act."-^Passe<i  Feb.  8, 1819. 

Body  of  the  debtor,  excepting  as  above,  may  be  arrested  and  committed  to  Jail 
fiir  any  sum,  either  on  mesne  process  or  execution. 

Poor  debtors,  either  before  or  after  imprisonmonty  may,  on  making  an  assign- 
ment of  all  their  estate  to  their  creditors,  be  discharged  from  further  Uability,  so  far 
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as  their  pentms  are  concerned;  but  their  property,  ihould  they  ecquire  moie, 

would  still  be  liable. 

To  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law,  the  debtor  must  make  applt- 
cation  to  the  proper  authority ;  an  investigation  must  be  made,  and  all  the  neiial 
steps  in  such  cases  taken. 

A  person  who  has  not  been  a  resident  in  the  State  six  months  cannot  apply  for 
the  benefit  of  the  act,  until  he  shall  have  been  imprisoned  for  three  months  next 
preceding. 

Persons  confined  in  Jail,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars,  may,  after 
thirty  days,  be  discharged  by  the  sheriff*. 

Prisoners  for  debt,  unable  to  support  themselves  in  Jail,  are  to  be  allowed  twen- 
ty cents  per  day  by  the  creditor;  and,  if  this  allowance  is  witbholden  by  the  cred- 
itor for  thiee  days,  the  prisoner  may,  on  a  representation  to  the  proper  authority, 
be  dischai^ed. 

The  customary  articles  of  household  furniture  are  exempted  by  law  from  attach- 
ment 

J 

We  have  thus  given  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States. 

We  now  give,  as  proposed,  an  expression  of  public  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

We  have  endeavored  to  obtain  such  an  expression,  by  addressing  a 
letter  to  many  individuals,  of  well  known  intelligence  and  respectability, 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  circular  was  as  follows : — 


IIt  Dxak  Si  a— Will  yon  have  the  goodness  to  express  yoar  opinkm  on  the 
fidlowing  subieets  ? 

1.  W&t  do  you  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  less  than  one  dollar  ? 

2.  Do.  for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  ? 
8.  Do.  for  move  than  five  and  less  than  ten  ? 

4.  Do.  for  more  than  ten  and  leas  than  twenty  i 

6.  Do.  for  more  than  twenty  and  leas  than  one  hundrAd? 

6.  Do.  in  any  case,  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ? 

7.  What  do  yeu  think  of  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  in  cases  in  which  the  poor 
debtor's  oath  is  to  be  taken  ? 

8.  Can  Christian  imprison  Christian  in  any  case>in  which  there  is  no  eyideace  of 
fraud,  with  a  |;ood  conscience  ? 

9.  Can  Christian  imprison  infidel  for  debt,  in  similar  ctrcumatances,  with  a  good 
conscience  ? 

IOl  Is  the  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  debt  well  proportioDed  to  the  aggravation 
«f  the  oflfence,  ia  cases  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud .' 

11.  What  evil  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt? 

13.  What  benefit  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  ? 

13.  Have  you  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  you  per- 
sonally ? 

Please  to  communicate  any  facts  or  remarks,  on  other  points,  not  embraced  in 
these  questions,  but  touching  the  general  subject,  which  you  may  deem  important. 

The  letters  in  answer  to  this  circular,  together  with  a  few  other  ex- 
tracts, concurring  in  the  expression  of  the  same  opinion  on  this  subject. 
Will  now  be  presented. 

JExtraet  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Siltu  W.  JRobbuu^  dated  Mount  SterUf^,  Ken- 

tueky,  June  2, 183Q. 

**  Dear  Sir — In  relation  to  the  subjects  of  your  inquiries,  my  mind  has  long 
dnce  been  settled.  Imprisonment  for  debt  must  have  originated  under  government 
in  its  most  rude  and  barbarous  forms ;  and  the  continuance  of  the  practice,  under 
well  balanced  authority,  has,  in  my  estimation,  been  owing  to  the  want  ofr^fieeticn 
ti/><m  the  mbjeet. 

My  remarks,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  will  all  be  predicated  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  no  evidence  of  fitiud  exists  on  the  part  ci  the  debtor,  but  that  he  has  be- 
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eoDM  unaUe  to  meet  hie  engagemente,  owing  to  mtofbrtaiie,  mfocdeiilfttioo,  or  any 
ca5ualty  over  which  he  had  no  control. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  is  a  penalty  of  an  agmvated  character,  and  cannot  ac- 
cofn{Jish  one  desirable  purpose ;  and  not  one  evu  can  result,  according  to  my  un- 
dersUttding,  from  its  abolition. 

To  unpnson  a  debtor  cannot  enable  him  to  discharge  the  debt;  but  it  deprives 
tbe  family  of  his  exertions  for  their  maintenance,  and  society  of  the  product  of  his 
kixv.  It  enables  the  creditor  to  gratify  his  Tindictive  and  malevolent  feelings  up* 
CD  the  perKm  of  his  unfortunate  debtor.  As  for  as  my  knowledge  extends,  this 
privilege  has  been,  generally,  abused. 

Policy  woald  never  dictate  to  me  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  imprisoning  my 
debtor  to  coerce  payment  If  he  was  dishonest,  ft  would  not  make  him  otherwise, 
znd  if  honest,  indulgence  would  operate  upon  the  better  feelings  of  his  nature,  and 
lay  him  under  additional  obligations  to  endeavor  to  comply  with  his  contract.  My 
eiperience  has  tested  the  correctness  of  this  course ;  and  I  have  not  found  it  ncccs* 
sary  even  to  embarrass,  much  less  to  imprison,  a  man,  for  debt  due  to  me  person- 
aUy. 

The  Legislatare  of  Kentucky,  at  the  sesBton  of  1821,  repealed  all  laws  which  au- 
thorized a  eapiiu  ad  satUfaeiendum  to  issue  for  debt  In  Jan.,  1827,  the  ca,  so. 
was  revived  upon  all  judgments,  thereafler  rendered,  in  actions  of  trespass  vi  et  or- 
faif,  (not  ejectment,)  and  in  actions  for  words  spoken  or  written  on  seduction.  Thus 
is  oar  law  at  this  time.  The  opinions  thus  expressed  will  include  an  answer  to  all 
yov inquiries;  and,  if  they  can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I  shall  be  amply  com- 
pemated  for  my  trouble." 

This  letter  is  written  by  a  gentleman  from  the  north,  who  has  lived 
many  years  in  Kentucky,  is  a  Judge  in  one  of  the  Courts  of  that  State, 
and  has  had  much  opportunity  of  observation  ^  both  before  and  since  im- 
prisonment for  debt  was  abolished  in  Kentucky. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  Pitcher,  Sheriff  of  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 

"Our  law  authorizes  the  officer,  charged  with  the  service  of  an  execution,  to  ad- 
minister the  insolvent  oath  to  debtors,  and  release  them  without  committing 
to  Jail ;  so  that  no  debtors  actually  insolvent,  unless  obstinate,  are  committed  to 
Prison." 

Extract  qfa  Letter  from  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Grimkie,  dated  Charleiton,  S.  C, 

June  16, 1830. 

"  DsAa  Sir — I  presume  you  have  a  copy  of  the  questions  contained  in  the  cir- 
ealar,  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear,  in  your  printed  letter.  I  have  therefore 
numbered  them,  and  my  answers  will  bear  corresponding  numbers. 

1, 2, 3, 4.  If  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  scheme  of 
laws,  as  it  now  does,  there  ought  to  be  a  limit ;  and  I  know  none  so  appropriate  as 
to  deny  to  the  creditor  the  privilege  of  imprisonment  under  A20,  that  being  the 
nm  fixed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  above  which  a  citizen  cannot 
be  deprived  of  trial  by  jury. 

5, 6.  I  do  not  think  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  after 
judgment,  except  on  an  affidavit  (^the  plaintiff*,  or  some  one  for  him,  of  actual  fraud 
or  concealment,  or  of  reason  to  believe  it  Nor  would  I  sufifer  the  plaintiff*  to  have 
JBs  execution,  witiiout  giving  the  defendant  an  opportunity  to  answer  on  oath,  sub- 
ject to  a  personal  examination,  unless  the  plaintiff^  or  some  one  for  him,  would 
swear  that  he  knew  or  believed  that  the  defendant  would  conceal  himself,  or  ab- 
*eoai^  or  was  then  about  to  depart. 

7.  I  tee  no  use  in  imprisonment,  at  all,  under  ca.  f<r.,  unless  fraud  be  alleged,  or 
beUeved,  and  know  not  any  reason  for  the  ttdrty  da]rs'  practice  of  which  you 
speak. 

8.  There  can  be  but  one  answer :  no  ChrisUan  can  do  it  with  a  clear  conscience* 
^vjy  more ;  he  cannot  imprison  the  infidel  or  the  heathen.    This  answers  9. 

10.  If  there  be  no  alle^tioa  or  belief  of  fraud,  I  can  hardly  consider  the  power 
to  UDprisoa  for  debt,  arbitrarily,  a»  any  thing  more  thaa  perMoal  tyiMiny « the  rtlie 
32» 
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of  a  cruel,  uiyuat  age,  incapable  of  estimating  the  value  and  dignity  of  pevKHkal 
right     The  disproportion  is  enormous. 

11.  I  am  8atis6^  no  evils  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 
provided  proper  precautions  be  taken  to  protect  the  creditor,  and  subject  the  uowill- 
ing  or  fraudulent  debtor  to  the  law  of  imprisonment. 

12.  I  think  the  following  would  be  some  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  aboliafaing 
imprisonment  for  debt  1.  Personal  rights  would  acquire  a  new  value,  and  higher 
dignity.  2.  Imprisonment  for  debt  would  be  confined  to  its  proper  object,  viz :  as 
a  reasonable  means  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  an  important  lawful  end.  3.  Im- 
prisonment for  debt,  instead  of  being  regarded  as  in  no  respect  disgraceful,  but  rath- 
er a  misfortune,  would  then  be  regarded  as  absolutely  dishon<»rabIe ;  and  this  would 
be  a  powerful  inducement  to  escape  it.  4.  No  considerate  man  would  subject  an- 
other to  this  ordeal,  but  under  circumstances  c^  just  suspicion.  5.  Impriaonnnent 
for  debt  would  never  be  used,  as  it  often  is,  not  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing the  debtor's  property,  but  to  extort  money  or  security  from  fiiends  or  rela- 
tions. 

18.  Never,  that  I  remember,  though  I  really  believe  I  have  lost  debts,  which  I 
might  otherwise  have  recovered.  My  end  would  have  been  attained  under  a 
proper  system. 

14.  My  experience  is,  that  the  ca,  sa,  has  scarcely  ever  been  of  any  avail ;  far, 
far  less  efficient  than  a  well  constructed  system  would  make  it.  My  experience 
and  settied  convictions,  after  twenty  years'  practice,  are,  that  in  nine  out  of  ten 
cases,  (and  I  am  not  sure  but  1  may  say  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty,)  the  property 
asiigned  was  so  trifling  that  no  one  would  act  as  assignee. 

I  nave  confined  what  I  have  said,  in  answer  to  your  inquiries,  to  the  case  (Stak- 
ing the  body  under  the  ca.  sa.,  or  final  process,  to  compel  payment  of  the  debt.  I 
think  that  the  creditor  should  have  the  privilege^  not  the  common  right,  as  is  the  case 
now,  of  arresting  the  defendant,  on  bail  process,  to  compel  security  for  the  debt  I 
would  abolish  the  general  right,  but  would  allow  the  creditor  to  employ  this  pro- 
cess ;  provided^  in  addition  to  the  customary  affidavit  of  the  debt,  he  would  add,  on 
oath,  either  that  the  debt  was  insecure,  in  his  belief,  or  that  the  defendant  was 
about  to  quit  the  State,  or  alleging  fraud,  or  concealment,  or  unfairness,  in  the  con- 
tracting of  the  debt" 

Extract  qfa  Letter  from  George  BristoWy  dated  Marlborough  County,  South 

Carolina^  April  24,  1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  have  to  inform  you  that  we  cannot  imprison  any  person,  in  this 
State,  for  less  than  $20." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  S.  Moore,  Sheriff  of  York  County,  South  CaroH- 

na,  dated  May  1,  1830. 

"  With  pleasure,  sir,  I  say,  at  this  time,  there  is  neither  criminal  nor  debtor  in 
the  Jail  of  our  District;  and  I  fondly  hope,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  be- 
nevolent institutions  of  the  day,  that  we  will  have  often  similar  reports  to  make." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joseph  Medley,  Sheriff  of  the  County,  dated  Wadesbo- 

ro\  Jsr,  C,  May  9, 1830. 

'*  There  is  one  circumstance  which,  I  perceive,  you  were  not  in  possession  of,  as 
regards  the  collection  of  debt  in  North  Carolina.    The  Legislature  of  this  State  has 

Srovided  that,  when  a  debtor  is  taken  wiUi  an  execution,  against  his  body,  fcM*  debt, 
e  can  give  bond  and  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  County  Court,  and 
then,  if  he  complies  with  the  act,  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  insolvency,  and 
be  discharged.  This  law  has  existed  since  1826,  and  has  made  a  great  difference  in 
the  number  of  prisoners,  as  almost  every  man  can  give  security  for  his  appearance." 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  M.  Reynolds,  Sheriff  of  Campbell  County,  VW' 

ginia,  dated  April  21, 1830. 

'*  In  Virginia,  debtors  are  seldom  confined  in  Prison.    The  debtor,  on  making  a 
surrender  of  his  all,  is  forthwith  dischai^ed  by  the  Court  of  Insolvency." 
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Extract  tfa  Letter  Jr4Mi  John  BreomhaU,  Sheriff  rf  Dehware  Cmmty,  Pemuyi" 

vania,  dated  Chester,  jSpril  1, 1830.  ^ 

**  Imprisonment  for  debt,  I  ain  led  to  believe,  han  a  demoralizing  tendency  j  as  I 
bare  known  individuals  striving  to  do  well  previous  to  being  imprisoned,  and  after* 
Wifds  take  to  bad  habits." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  S,  AlbrOy  Sheriff  of  Hunterdon  County,  JV,  /.,  dated 

April  27,  1830. 

"  The  laws  of  New  Jeraey  provide  food,  bedding,  and  fuel,  lor  criminals  in  the 
County  Priscms ;  but  for  debtors  nothing  is  provided  but  walls^  bars^  and  bolts.  An 
ipplicant  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  of  this  State  must  make  oath  that  he 
liAs  rendered  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  his  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
clatu^U,  moneys  and  cfiocts.  This  inventory  must  accompany  his  petition  to  the 
w^^ju.y  Court,  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws.  The  Court  then  appoint  him 
a  bearing,  in  forty  days  after  making  this  application.  You  will  now  perceive  that 
th*  debtor  must  sulraist,  during  these  forty  dayd,  upon  the  cold  and  precarious 
cr.mbs  of  charity,  starve  to  death  in  Prison,  or,  Infinitely  worse  than  either,  Uv.e 
Gpoo  the  avaiLs  of  a  forsworn  conscience." 

From  the  Providence  Daily  Jidoeriiser. 

"  Saturday  last,  being  return  day,  upwards  of  twenty  persons  were  committed  to 
J<il,  ID  this  town,  for  debt,  on  executions.  This  is  the  residuum  of  the  shocks  of 
19-29.  Among  the  debtors  are  many  of  our  most  worthy  fallow  citizens.  One  of 
ibjm,  Obtain  Samuel  Godfrey,  is  now  eighty-six  years  of  age,  with  the  loss  of  hear- 
in,;,  and  nearly  bent  double  by  infirmities.  He  is  committed,  too,  not  ibr  a  debt  of 
1^119  ow^n,  but  for  having  been  an  endorser.  We  envy  not  the  feelings  of  a  creditor, 
wi»  thus  exacts  the  pound  of  ficih,  at  an  age,  too,  when  the  sources  of  life  are  so 
<^ied  up,  that  he  might  venture  to  cut  it  out  without  the  risk  of  drawing  a  drop  of 
llood!" 

A  Turk's  Thought  on  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

A  captain  of  a  trading  ship,  being  not  long  since  in  Constantinople,  lodeed  in  the 
ho'jK  of  a  sea-faring  Turk.  One  day  he  observed  to  the  Mussulman  tnat,  in  all 
1^  walks  through  the  immense  city  of  Constantinople  and  its  suburbs,  he  had  not 
^^Q  any  thing  Tike  a  Jail  for  imprisonment  of  dcbtorj.  **  Christian  dog,"  said  the 
•ii'^Hplc  of  M^omet,  "  do  you  suppose  that  we  are  so  debased  as  to  copy  the  Naz- 
^D^  policy  ?  We  take  care  to  strip  a  debtor  of  all  his  property,  so  far  as  it  will  go 
to  p.iy  his  just  debts;  but  there  We  leave  him ;  we  instantly  turn  him  loose  to  be- 
dn  the  world  again.  The  bclicverj  in  our  prophet  are  .:bove  shutting  upthelryel- 
'''ir  men  in  cages,  in  order  to  parsccutc,  stai-vc  and  torment  them.  We  make  a 
•  sinclioD  between  a  man  and  a  rat  I  have  been  in  several  of  tlic  Nazarine 
Thris'Jan]  cities,  and  never  looked  at  a  debtor's  Prison  without  horror,  as  a  place 
^*'!^ere  man  is  degraded  to  the  condition  of  a  rat."    Several  American  Papers. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Robert  Ralston  of  Philadelphia. 

In  answer  to  the  six  first  questions,  he  says,  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be 
J'bolished. 
The  7th  question,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  80  days,  he  does  not  undcrstan4. 
The  8th  question,  he  thinks  not. 
The  9th,  the  same. 
The  lOth,  the  same. 

The  lUh,  he  says,  none,  I  should  hope  in  the  providence  of  Ood. 
The  12th,*  he  says,  as  the  great  consideration,  divine  approbatioii. 
The  I3tb,  he  says,  never,  so  far  as  can  be  recollected. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  signed  Hamilton,  dated  Philadelphia,  March  5, 188P. 

'*Tbe  cruel  effects,  and  the  suffering  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
^  almost  umversal  inefficacy  in  pixxlucing  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the  creditor, 
^^e  for  a  long  time  attracted  public  attention,  and  been  depicted  in  vivid  colors 
^  <Ufferent  writers,  in  the  hopo  of  removing  the  cvU.    But  improvements  of  cv^ry 
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kind,  however  plain  and  palpable,  travel  at  a  snail's  pace,  when  ihey  hare  to  en- 
counter inveterate  prejudice.  It  has  often  happened  that  it  required  half  a  century 
to  remove  a  crying  evil,  about  which  no  two  enlightened  men  could  for  a  moment 
differ  in  opinion ;  and  cases  are  by  no  means  rare,  in  which  half  a  century  has 
been  found  inadequate  for  the  purpose.  The  abuses  of  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
Great  Britain,  and  its  ruinous  delays  of  justice,  almost  equivalent  to  a  denial,  are 
strongly  in  point. 

The  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  somewhat  mitigated  in  some  of  the 
States ;  but  in  others  it  remains  in  all  its  frightful  enormity.  In  this  State,  no 
man,  who  can  give  adequate  security  for  his  appearance  at  (he  insolvent  court, 
need  go  to  Jail.  Ncvertjficless,  hundreds  arc  sent  to  Jail  for  want  of  security.  In 
Massachusetts,  a  law  is  in  force,  how  long  I  cannot  tell,  which  prohibits  imprifon- 
ment  for  debts  under  five  dollars. 

A  most  astounding  and  revolting  fact  has  been  just  presented  to  the  public  by 
the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society,  (one  of  the  most  philanthropic  and  bcnc0- 
cent  societies  in  the  country,)  respecting  the  state  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the 
city  of  New  York.     It  appears, 

*  On  the  authoritv  of  Mr.  Rowen,  keeper  of  the  debtor's  apartment  in  that  city, 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  [for  debt]  during  the  year  1828,  was 
1086!  The  debts  together  amounted  to  $25,409;  the  damages  to  $362,076! 
the  amount  paid  in  Jsil,  $295 !  which  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debt,  the 
proportion  of  1  to  86 !  and  to  the  amount  of  debts  and  damages,  of  1  to  1313 !' — 
Fourth  Report,  page  17. 

Probably,  among  the  variety  of  abuses  attendant  on,  and  in<;eparable  from,  civil 
society,  a  more  monstrous  or  shocking  fact  cannot  be  produced,  or  one  more  at 
variance  wit'i  our  boasted  civilization. 

The  facts  in  this  connexion  in  our  city  are  n^t  quite  so  revolting ;  but  they  are 
sufficicutly  so  to  call  for  a  radical  remedy.  But  a  short  law  of  twenty  lines,  aboI« 
ishing  imprisonment  for  debts  under  five  dollars,  which  might  be  passed  in  three 
days,  would  remove  some  of  the  most  crying  enormities  of  our  present  sy!<tem. 

The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  the  debtor's  apartment  in  this  city,  from 
June  6, 1829,  until  February  24, 1830,  was  817,  of  whom  there  were — 

80  whose  debts  were  below  1  dollar. 
233  above  1  and  below  5  dollars. 
174  above  5  and  below  10  dollars. 
140  above  10  and  below  20  dollars. 
142  above  20  and  below  100  dollars. 

98  above  100  dollai-s. 

817 

Of  252  of  these  unfortunate  people,  the  debts  were  $668  and  the  costs  $448. 

Of  64,  the  debts  were  $58  and  the  costs  $120 ! 

That  this  state  of  things  calls  for  a  remedy,  will  not  be  questioned.  The  Massia- 
chusetts  law  is  a  remedy,  plain,  simple,  and  effectual,  as  to  the  most  grieTOOs  por- 
tion of  the  evil ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  applied  without  delay. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  such  a  law  would  considerably  diminish  the  poor  rate^. 
The  263  persons *above  referred  to,  whose  debts  are  below  five  dollars,  are  of  the 
claas  who  depend  wholly  for  their  own  support,  and  that  oi  their  families,  on  their 
labor.  Their  extreme  poverty  precludes  the  idea  of  their  being  able  to  make  any 
provision  for  their  families  during  their  imprisonment;  and  the  consequence  is, 
that  that  support,  in  the  interim,  &volves  on  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

HAMILTON, 

Philadelphia,  March  6, 1830. 

P.  S. — The  irrefragable  arguments  of  the  following  resolutions,  unanimously 
adopted  at  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting,  held  in  New  York  on  Tuesday 
last,  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  and  to  the  public  at 
large : — 

"  Resolved,  Thaf.  all  mankind  arc  bom  free,  and  with  equal  rights ;  that  the 
right  to  life  and  to  personal  liberty  cannot  be  alienated  nor  abridged  by  Tirtue  of 
any  voluntanr  contract. 

**  Resolvea,  That  human  life  cannot  be  justly  destroyed,  nor  human  liberty  right 
fully  restrained,  b;ut  for  some  criminal  offence. 
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^  Metrined,  That  debt,  founded  on  (air  contract,  is  no  crime ;  nor  is  the  non- 
payment of  debt,  through  inability  arising  from  involuntary  error  or  misfortune,  a 
eriminal  oflfence ;  and  no  person  can  be  justly  *  deprived  of  his  liberty,'  for  the 
oDD-payment  of  debt  occasioned  by  the  causes  above  mentioned. 

**  Re$olved,  That  imprisonment  is  punishment,  and,  as  such,  is  inflicted  on  crimi- 
oab ;  that  to  imprison  .an  honest,  unfortunate,  insolvent  debtor,  is  to  punish  him 
nithout  trial  or  conviction,  not  for  crime,  but  misfortune,  and  is  unjust  and  oppres- 
thre ;  and  any  statute  authoriaung  such  cruelty  and  injustice  is  an  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  legislative  power. 

"  Resohed,  That  to  contract  debt  with  fraudulent  intent,  and  to  evade  by  fraudu- 
lent means  the  payment  of  a  just  debt,  are  cnminal  offences ;  and  the  perpetrators 
thereof  ought  to  be  punished  '  according  to  the  law  of  the  land,'  and  *  due  process 
of  lair'  in  criminal  cases. 

"  Ruolved,  That  the  Constitution  is  the  supreme  '  law  of  the  land,'  by  virtue  of 
which  *  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  his  crime  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  grand  jury ;'  witliout  which  '  due  process  of  law,'  a  fraudulent 
debtor  or  other  criminal  cannot  be  legally  or  justly  *  deprived  of  his  liberty,'  or 
otherwise  punished  for  his  crime. 

'*■  Resolved,  That  the  law  authorizing  the  imprisonment  even  of  a  fraudulent 
debtor,  by  his  creditor,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been,  and  is  now  done,  is 
s&bjecting  a  criminal  to  punishment  at  the  will  of  his  prosecutor,  '  without  pre  ■ 
seniment  or  indictment  of  a  erand  jury  ;' — without  trial  for  his  alleged  offence , 
without  proof  of  his  guilt  \  without  *  the  judgment  of  his  peers,'  or  the  sentence  of 
any  court  exercising  criminal  jurisdiction  ;  and,  in  short,  without  any  of  *  the  due 
pfocesi  of  law,'  to  which  every  criminal  is  entitled,  before  he  can,  *  by  the  law  of 
the  land/  be  '  deprived  of  his  liberty ;'  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  several  provis- 
ioDi  of  the  Constitution,  which  are  intended  to  secure  the  personal  liberty  and  the 
right  of  every  criminal  to  a  fair  trial  by  '  a  jury  of  his  peers '  before  he  can  be 
innished,  or  *  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights  and  privileges,'  by  reason  of  any  crimi- 
nal oflence. 

"  Rtsolvedy  That  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be  abolished ;  and 
we  hereby  earnestly  invite  our  fellow  citizens,  throughout  this  and  other  States 
which  have  not  already  repealed  the  law  in  question,  to  unite  and  co-operate  with 
U3  in  the  use  of  all  fair  and  lawful  means  to  obliterate  that  foul  blot  which  stains 
the  pages  of  our  statute  book,  dishonors  the  character  of  a  free  people,  is  incon- 
95teat  with  the  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  a  reproach  to  the  nation.'* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Thomas  Bradford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  dated  Philadelphia, 

June  12, 1880. 

*'  Mr  Dear  Sis — I  am  of  opinion,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  is  wholly  wrong, 
^nd,  if  proper  measures  were  adopted  by  legislative  enactment,  might  be  rendered 
wholly  useless.  This  remarls  answers  the  first  six,  and,  to  some  extent,  all  the 
^t)estion<i. 

The  object  of  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  compel  the  debtor  to  pay  what  he  owes. 
If  he  has  nothing  wherewith  to  pay,  his  imprisonment  prevents  his  acquiring  prop- 
erty, and  thereby  defeats  the  end  proposed.  To  punish  a  man  because  he  is  unable  to 
jAy  what  he  owes,  seems  to  me  to  be  making  misfortune  a  crime,  seeing  that  this 
ioabitity  to  pay,  in  many  cases,  arises  from  losses,  sickness,  want  of  prudence  in 
^u^ai,  and  the  fluctuation  of  trade,  as  well  as  other  causes,  which  are  not  the  re- 
^it  of,  or  connected  with  crime. — Intemperance  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes 
of«mall  debts,  and  therefore  the  reformation  of  the  lower  classes,  in  this  matter, 
wdl  destroy  the  necessity  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  small  amounts. 

I  have  had  much  opportunity,  for  many  years,  as  an  Inspector  of  the  Prison,  of 
Witnessing  the  evils  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  therefore  can  testily 
to  the  folly  of  the  whole  system.  The  debtor  becomes  reckless  of  character,  disso- 
lute, and  ruined  in  many  instances,  and  returns  to  society  its  bane  and  curse." 

f^netfrom  the  Messaf^e  of  his  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  Governor  of  Jifaesa- 
ehusetts,  dated  Council  Chamber,  Boston,  January  6, 1830. 

"  In  connexion  with  the  revision  of  laws  which  relate  to  the  property  of  insolvents, 
fhose  which  respect  their  persons  do  not  less  require  examination.    The  claims  of 
humanity  have  long  urged  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  I  cannot. 
^'Jt  recommend,  that  the  rigor  of  the  statutes  should,  at  least,  be  ameliorated,  in 
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dkii  particular.  Th«  most  diligent  and  exaet  inquiry  has  shown,  tbat  Mrt  Utde 
effect.  In  enforcing  the  payment  of  money,  is  produced  by  confining  the  peisons 
of  debtors.  Whatever  decided  advantage,  in  this  respect,  is  experienced,  proceeds 
from  a  dread  of  imprisonment,  which  induces  to  the  honest  application  of  means, 
and  faithful  eflbrts  to  avoid  it.  This  is  the  true  and  only  purpose  of  the  law ;  and 
any  degree  of  severity  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  accomplish  it,  should  be  dis- 
pensed with.  If  it  was  permitted  to  a  debtor,  when  arrested  on  execution,  instead 
.of  being  taken  to  Prison,  to  give  bail  for  his  surrender  at  the  Prison  House  within  a 
prescribed  time,  there  to  be  subjected  to  an  examination,  on  oath,  respecting  his 
ability  and  property ,^  and  to  be  committed  to  close  custody  if  he  should  be  found  to 
have  practised  fraud,  or  voluntarily  to  delay  bis  creditor,  the  ends  of  justice  might 
be  as  well  secured  as  un^icr  the  present  course  of  procedure,  and  the  dictates  of 
benevolence  and  sympathy,  and  the  rights  of  huiuanity,  would  be  reasonably  satis- 
iied.  I'he  general  stats  of  embarrassment  which  now  exists,  and  the  increased 
nnmbor  of  unfortunate  men  who  are  sufiering  from  the  most  unlooked.for  occasicms 
of  calamity,  urge,  with  redoubled  influence,  at  the  present  time,  to  the  proposed, 
or  some  better,  modification  of  the  statutes.'* 

Bxtract'ofa  Letter  Jrom  Hon.  Charlee  Jaek$on,  dated  Boston,  May  18, 1830. 

"  Deau  Sir — The  only  just  or  reasonable  motive  for  imprisoning  a  debtor  seems 
tt>  bo  to  compel  him  to  apply  his  property  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  If,  there- 
fore, he  is  about  to  abscond,  and  to  remove  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  credi- 
tor, or  if  he  frauduleniiy  Bccretes  or  withdraws  them,  so  that  they  cannot  be  taken 
by  legal  process,  th^  creditor,  I  think,  ought  to  have  the  power  to  arrest  him,  and 
to  prevent  him,  if  possible,  from  enioying  at  ease,  or  spending  in  luxury,  what  be 
has  thus  unjustly  acquired.  But  when  he  is  unable  to  pay  the  debt,  and  has  no 
property  to  be  surrendered  to  his  creditor,  it  is  wholly  useless,  as  well  as  oppressive, 
to  prolong  his  imprisonment.  Such  a  measure,  if  considered  as  a  punishment  to 
the  debtor,  is  very  unequal  and  unjust,  as  it  is  inflicted  witliout  any  reeard  to  the 
murnitude  of  the  debt,  and  without  any  distinction  between  a  firauduTent  debtor 
and  one  who  is  only  unfortunate.  I  think,  therefore,  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
ought  never  to  be  allowed,  except  in  cases  which  1  consider  fraudulent;  that  is, 
when  the  debtor  fraudulently  or  obstinately  secretes  or  withholds  his  property.  But 
as  it  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  beforehand  what  cases  fall  within  this  description,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  authorize  the  arrest  of  the  debtor,  making  provision,  at  the 
same  time,  for  an  immediate  discharge  of  his  person,  upon  his  surrendering  all  his 
property  that  is  liable  to  attachmeut. 

If  a  proper  and  convenient  provision  of  this  kind  could  be  made,  it  would  per* 
haps  remove  the  principal  objections  to  the  existing  laws ;  but  so  long  as  imprison- 
ment for  debt  on  mesne  process,  and  on  execution,  is  conducted  as  it  now  is,  I  am 
f^rongly  of  opinion,  that  It  ought  never  to  be  allowed  for  small  debts,  so  as  to 
tsach  the  poorer  clasi  of  debtora.  It  would  require  more  practical  knowledge  than 
I  possess  on  this  subject,  to  fix  tho  amount  of  debt  for  which  it  ought  to  be  allowed ; 
but  I  should  be  glad  to  find,  that  it  could  be  limited  to  fifiy  dollars.  When  a  man 
whose  living  depends  on  his  manual  labor  is  imprisoned  for  a  debt  which  he  is  un- 
able to  p?.y,  there  is  a  loss  to  the  community,  as  well  as  to  the  debtor  himself,  of 
the  prodoco  of  the  labor  which  he  might  have  performed ;  and  the  creditor's  chsDce 
of  receiving  payment  is  cf  course  diminished.  If  a  debtor  is  unable  to  pay  $10,  it 
«eems  to  I>c  the  height  of  absurdity,  as  well  as  cruelty,  to  take  him  from  his  busi- 
nosa,  aivl  to  condemn  him  to  idleness  for  a  time  long  enough  to  have  earned  $90. 

There  is,  parbup^i,  ens  advantage  in  allowing  imprisonment  for  small  debts ;  which 
is,  that  it  tends  to  deter  the  poor  from  contraefing  debts ;  and  so  far  as  it  produces 
that  eifoci,  I  believe  that  it  is  highly  useful.  But  we  daily  see,  that  this  is  not  an 
et&ctual  remedy,  and  that  many  of  that  class  will  get  credit  where  they  can, 
thoTigh  upon  terms  most  oppreaaive  to  themselves.  If  these  persons  were  wholly 
exempted  from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  they  would  find  it  much  more  difficult  to 
Ret  credit  than  they  now  do.  ITiis  would  l)e  beneficial,  not  only  to  themselves,  but 
also  to  the  class  of  creditors  in  general ;  as  these  latter,  by  giving  less  credit,  would 
probably,  on  the  whole,  lose  leas  than  they  do  under  the  cxising  laws. 

Afi  to  the  duration  of  imprisonment,  if  allowed  at  all,  I  should  suppose  80  days 
much  more  than  would  be  commonly  necessary.  All  that  must  be  required  is 
time  enough  fbr  the  debtor  to  mi^'o  out  a  slatcraent  of  his  property,  and  to  surren- 
der or  convey  It  to  the  person  designated  in  the  law,  and  to  undergo  an  examina- 
tioD^  en  oath,  as  to  the  truth  of  that  statement    I  see  no  objection  to  allowing  a 
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difdnige,  upon  these^tanna,  from  arrest  oo  maaiie  praeeat,  aa  well  aa'on  executton. 
U  would  fttitlier  teod  to  prevent  abuses  in  thia  reapect,  if  airest  on  mesne  proceas 
were  allowed  lor  debt  only,  or  for  injuries  to  property,  that  are  susceptible,  in  aome 
de{(;iee,  of  a  preeiae  eatimation ;  to  the  exclusion  of  all  caaes  of  mere  personal 
wrongs,  and  (^claims  for  unliquidated  and  uncertain  wronga. 

If  impriaonment  for  debt  ia,  aa  I  think  it  ia,  uaeleas^  when  used  merely  to  compel 
the  surreoder  of  property,  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  diacbarge  the  debt,  it  tol- 
bws  that,  in  other  caaea,  a  Chriatian  cannot,  with  a  rood  conscience,  make  use  of 
this  process  either  against  a  fellow  Chriatian  or  an  infidel." 

Letter  from  Hon,  Daniel  Webster,  dated  JVashington,  May  2, 1830, 

''SiK — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I9th  of  April,  aaking  my  opinion  upon 
several  qaeetkjos,  all  relative  to  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt  I  am  quite 
willincr  to  express  my  general  opinions  on  that  interesting  subject,  although  they 
are  not  ao  matured  aa  to  be  entitled  to  infiuence  other  men's  judgmenta.  The  ex- 
isting laws,  I  think,  call  loudly  for  revision  and  amendment.  Your  first  four  ques- 
tioof  seek  to  know  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  small  sums.  I  am-  decidedly 
againn  it ;  I  would  carry  the  exemption  to  debta  of  thirty  or  forhr  dollars,  at  leaat. 
Individual  instances  cf  evil  or  hardship  might,  I  am  aware,  follow  from  such  a 
change;  but  I  am  persuaded  the  general  result  would  be  favorable,  in  a  high  de-* 
free,  to  indu?itry,  sobriety,  and  good  morals,  as  well  as  to  personal  liberty. 

You  ask,  in  the  next  place,  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  any  case 
where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud.  Certainly  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  should 
be  DO  imprisonment  for  debt,  where  it  appears  that  no  fraud  has  been  practised,  or 
intended,  either  in  contracting  the  debt  or  in  omitting  to  pay  it.  But,  then,  it 
seems  to  me,  that,  when  a  man  does  not  fulfil  a  lawful  promiae,  he  ought  to  show 
his  inability,  and  to  show  also  that  his  own  conduct  has  been  fair  and  honest  He 
ou«:ht  not  to  be  allowed  merely  to  »ay  he  cannot  pay,  and  then  to  call  on  the  cred- 
itor to  prove  that  his  inability  is  pretended  or  fraudulent  He  ought  to  show  why 
he  does  not  and  cannot  fulfil  his  contract,  and  to  give  reasonable  evidence  that  he 
has  not  acted  fraudulently ;  and,  this  being  done,  his  person  ought  to  be  held  no 
longer.  In  the  first  place,  the  creditor  is  entitled  to  the  oath  of  lus  debtor,  and,  in 
the  next  place,  to  satisfactory  explanation  of  any  suspicions  circumstances. 

There  are  two  sorts  of  fraud,  either  of  which,  when  proved,  ought  to  prevent  a 
liberatioo  of  the  person,  viz :  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt,  and  fraud  in  concealing, 
or  making  way  with,  the  means  of  payment.  And  the  usual  provisions  of  the  bank- 
rapt  act  ought  to  be  added,  that  no  one  ahould  be  discharged,  who  is  proved  to  have 
lost  money  in  any  species  of  gaming ;  and  1  should  include,  in  this  class,  aU  adven- 
tmrersim  lotteriet.  Having  tendered  his  own  oath,  and  made  jnat  explanation  of 
uiy  drcomstances  of  suspicion,  if  there  be  such,  and  not  having  lost  money  by 
gaming,  the  debtor  ought  to  be  discharged  at  once ;  which  answers  another  of 
your  questions;  for  the  detention  of  thirty  days,  before  the  oath  can  be  taken,  ap- 
pears to  me  wholly  useless. 

You  are  pleased  to  ask  whether,  in  my  judgment,  Christians  can,  with  a  good 
coQsdeiice,  imprison,  either  other  Christians,  or  infidels.  He  would  be  very  uttle 
of  a  Christian,  1  think,  who  should  make  a  difference,  in  such  a  case,  and  be  willing 
to  use  a  degree  of  severitv  towards  Jew  or  Greek,  which  he  would  not  use  towards 
ooe  of  his  own  fiiith.  Whetfier  conscientious  men  can  imprison  any  body  for  debt, 
whom  they  do  not  believe  dishonest  or  fraudulent,  is  a  question  which  every  man, 
while  the  law  allows  such  imprisonment,  roust  decide  for  himself.  In  answer  to 
your  inquiry,  whether  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  use  such  coercion,  in  regard  to 
debts  oimy  owm,  I  have  to  say,  that  I  never  iroprisooed  any  man  for  my  own  debt, 
oader  any  circumstances;  nor  have  I,  in  five  and  twenty  years'  professional  prac- 
^,  ever  recommended  it  to  odiers,  except  in  cases  where  there  was  manifest 
prooC  or  violent  and  unexplained  suspicion,  of  intentional  fraud. 

ImprisoQaient  for  debt,  my  dear  sir,  as  it  is  now  practised,  is,  in  my  judp;ment,  a 
^reat  evil ;  and,  it  seems  to  me,  an  eflectoal  remedy  for  the  larger  part  ec  the  evil 
it  obvious.  Nineteen  twentieths  of  the  whole  of  it  would  be  relieved,  in  mv  opin- 
isQ,  if  imprisonment  for  small  debts  were  to  be  abolished.  That  obfect  I  believe  to 
be  attainable;  and  to  its  atfeunment,  I  tlunk,  the  main  attention  of  ttiose  who  Uke 
an  interest  in  the  suhgect  should  be  directed.  Small  credits  are  often  given,  on  the 
confidence  of  being  able  to  eollect  the  debt  by  the  terrors  of  the  Jail ;  great  ones, 
wldom  or  never. 
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nie^Mmple  piorliloof  woold  aeeomplMh  ail,  in'  my  optaion,  fliat  may  be 
rfdered  as  abaoltttely  nquiied  to  a  juft  alate  of  the  law,  leapectlog  imprisonmeiit  far 
debt  in  Maasachusetts. 

i»  Tint  no  impriaonment  ahguld  be  allowed,  when  the  debta,  excliuive  of  costs, 
did  not  amount  to  $80. 

S.  That  theie  ahimld  he  no  neceaaity  of  imprisonment  for  thirty  da3Ks,  aa  preKmi- 
nary  to  ttddng  the  poor  debtor's  oath ;  nor  any  kmeer  detention  tlian  such  as  is  ne- 
oessaiy  to  give  parties  notice^  and  time  to  prepare  tor  examination;  and  that  a  con- 
venient number  of  magistrates,  in  every  county,  should,  for  the  purpose  of  adminis- 
tering the  oaths,  be  appointed  by  the  government;  and  that  such  magistrates 
dkouid  he  clothed  with  such  further  powers  as  might  be  thought  expedient,  iu  order  to 
enable  ttiem  to  mako  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  faimMJ  or  fraud  of  the  debtor's 
cooduot. 

t.  That  in  cases  where  (he  debtor  had  been  discharj^ed,  if  the  creditor  would 
make  oath  to  newly  discovered  evidence,  proving  origiaal  fraud,  or,  to  hie  belief, 
that  (he  debtor  had  su'lisequcntly  received  property,  and  concealed  or  withheld  the 
aame  from  his  cicdttoi:^,  it  should  be  competent  to  such  creditor  to  liave  inresUga- 
tion  of  such  charge,  and,  if  made  out,  to  have  execution  against  the  person,  and  if 
not  made  out,  that  the  creditor  should  pay  the  cost  of  the  proceeding. 

0(her  provisions  might  doubtles3  be  useful ;  but  if  these  three  aloue  could  be  ob- 
tained, they  would,  in  a  great  measure,  clear  the  Jails  of  debtors,  and  give  general 
■atisfaction,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  creditors. 

I  ought  to  add  that  the  imprisonment  of  females  in  the  common  Jails,  for  mere 
debt,  is  a  barbarism  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  Instances  of  such  imprison- 
ment, though  rare,  do  yet  Rometimes  occur,  under  circumstances  that  ahock  every 
humane  nund.  In  this  respect,  the  law  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  altogether 
»fi>rmed.** 

B^tractfrom  Dr,  Channing*s  Election  Sermon. 

'*  I  am  shocked  at  the  Imprisonment  of  the  honest  debtor,  and  the  legislation, 
which  allows  the  creditor  to  play  the  tyrant  over  an  innocent  man,  would  disgrace, 
I  think,  a  barbarous  age  I  am  not  less  shocked  by  the  impunity  with  which  crim- 
inal insolvents  continually  escape,  and  by  the  lenity  of  the  community  towards 
these  transgressors  of  its  most  essential  laws." 

JBxtraet  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Samuel  Hxthbardy  dated  Boston,  Sept.  10, 18^0. 

**  My  Dear  Sir — ^The  professtonat  business  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  has 
not  been  such  as  to  call  my  particular  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  imprisonment 
of  the  poor  for  debt.  But,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  tlie  arrest  of  poor 
per:wns,  for  sums  under  fifty  dollars,  is  highly  injurious,  in  its  opemtion,  to  both 
debtors  and  creditors.  Hie  expenses  connected  with  it  are  considerable ;  the  loes 
of  time  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  is  great;  and  the  habits  contracted  or  confirmed 
are  usually  of  the  most  detrimental  nature,  both  to  the  man  and  his  &mily.  It  is 
my  dcnre  to  have  the  law,  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debts  under  fifty  dollars, 
repealed,  and  the  whole  system  modified.  For  one,  I  should  be  well  pleased  with 
the  experiment.  Imprisonment  is  a  punishment ;  and  is  it  reasonable  that  any  man 
should  be  punished  without  at  least  clear  primd  facie  evidence  of  crime  ?  'To  de- 
fraud men  of  their  property,  by  «mju9tly  detaining  what  is  due  to  them,  is,  I  admit, 
criniioal  in  the  person  thus  detaining;  and  such  criminality  may  lawfully  be  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment.  But  where  the  debtor  has  no  property  to  detain,  and  has 
contracted  his  debts  in  the  common  course  of  business,  why  should  he  be  punished 
with  imprisonment  ?  My  own  (minion  is,  that  no  person  should  be  arrested  on 
mesne  process  in  a  civil  action,  unless  upon  affidavit  for  sufflcicnt  cause,  shown  be- 
fore some  competent  person,  authorized  to  administer  the  oath,  and  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  judge  whether  the  case  stated  in  the  afiidavit  comes  within  the  provis- 
ion-^  of  the  law ;  and  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  person  thus  arrested,  as  also 
when  taken  on  execution,  should  be  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  as  soon  as 
the  creditor,  or  hb  attorney,  can  be  noified  to  attend,  if  it  be  found  on  his  examina- 
tion that  he  is  destitute  of  property.  I  am  not  prepared  to  express  a  decided  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  every  case,  but  should 
prefer,  in  the  first  instance,  a  modification  of  the  existing  Iaw-»,  with  a  view,  if 
found  beneficial,  to  the  final  change  of  the  whole  system.    With  these  views,  i 
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may  tdd tfaM,  ezoepton  jvtmspiclon  of  fiwadulMit  oondiiet,  at  tlie  tkM  of  eon-^ 
tractiag  the  debt,  or  in  fraudulently  cooceding  preperty  to  avoid  payment  of  the 
debt,  1  think  no  man  or  Chmtian  is  wairanted  in  iiupriBoning  the  person  of  his  fel 
loir  man  or  Chriatiaa  brother. 

With  the  sincerest  gratitttde  for  your  benoTolent  exertions,  and  with  (he  expect-' 
itkm  that  your  labors  will  be  still  more  and  moie  blest,  in  ameliorBttng  the  condi- 
tioQ  of  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  our  Jails  afid  Prisons,  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the 

« 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Bon.  Edward  Everett,  dated  Charlestown,  Mass,,  4th 

Sept.,  1830. 

"  DsAA  Sib — 1  bav«  duly  received  your  letter,  requesting  my  opinion  on  scr- 
end  subjects  connected  with  imprisonment  for  debt,  i  must  Ic^ve  it  to  those  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  practical  efllect  of  tlie  existing  laws,  to  make  a  discrimina- 
tion lieUveeD  the  operation  of  these  hwd,  in  refbrencc  to  the  different  sums  you 
have  named.  My  view  of  the  subject  reqt^ires  no  such  discrimination.  But  were 
1  obliged  to  give  a  specific  answer  to  your  first  question,  *  What  do  you  think  of 
iraprisofunent  for  debt  for  sums  less  than  on?  dol!ir  ?'  I  should  say,  I  think  it  a  dis- 
pace  to  tiie  oOT&munity  where  it  is  tolerated ;  and  that  a  person,  wlio  wojld  de- 
prive a  fellow  creature  of  his  lU^rty  for  inability  to  pay  that  sum,  ought  himself  to 
t«  sent  to  the  State's  Prison,  till  he  had  learned  humanity,  or  rather  to  the  Insane 
Hospital,  till  he  vraa  restored  to  reason. 

But  I  ought  to  recollect  that  even  such  imprisonment  has  been  authorized  by  the 
lawsofosr  ancient  oommonwe^lfh,  ani  is  now  authorized  by  the  laws  and  daily 
practice  of  tfome  of  the  sister  State?;  and  that  individuals  are  not  justly  chargeable 
with  the  iniquity  of  a  system  established  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  sanctioned  by 
coitom.  It  is  one  of  the  worst  eflleets  of  bad  laws,  that  they  corrupt  public  senti- 
Dwnt. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  remarked,  by  the  venerable  Attomey-Grcneral  of  (he  com- 
monwealth, on  occasion  of  the  late  trial  at  Salem,  that  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
the  oomcioo  law  had  not,  by  the  statute  of  1  Ann,  been  brought  a  1it*lle  nearer  to 
eosmiOD  sease,  in  reference  to  the  trial  of  accessories  before  the  conviction  of  a 
priadpai.  1  fear  there  is  too  great  reason  to  say,  that  we  live  i:nder  a  system  of 
laws,  toacfaing  the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  utterly  at  wnr.  rot  only  ^vith 
coDBBon  aen^,  but  common  humanity. 

Although  crime  may  be  connected  with  insolvency,  yet  in^ol'*  .ticv  is  not  of  it- 
salf  a  crime.  Where  fiand  has  been  committed,  let  that  f.-iwi  be  jpror:  eJed  igoinTt 
under  known  laws,  and  punished,  I  care  not  bow  severely,  so  the  l.o*jii'Ii  of  rc-a-ion 
and  hun^mty  are  not  passed.  But  inihiKty  to  pay  on';'s  dr-bN  is  it  c!r  no  ptK^f 
of  crime.  It  may,  and  often  does,  aris?  from  the  art  of  Go^,  an  !  )..isr>rtunc  in  all 
it^  forms.  A  man  may  become  insolvent  in  conr-querr?'?  of  ti'-'^n  «?^,  *-hipwrcc::,  a 
fire,  a  bad  seas<Hi,  political  changes  afi'^ctinz  tra  \c  nt  )  o'zj'^  an  I  a^^ro^'l ;  or,  being 
wholly  proisperous  in  his  own  bM  iri'-ss,  he  may  be  in*  o!  cd  in  he  PMn  of  I  is  dcb'- 
cir.  In  the  eye  of  the  law  of  Msasirl.ui^tts,  a  man'-  inaM'itv  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tiGn% produced  in  any  of  iheiie  way*,  is  a  cri.n*  pjrr-rr'!>]'»  Vy  i»-  p-i«onmenf. 

Suppose  a  Legtslat:ire  were  to  p  is3  a  law,  that  whoever  shouli  Ijavc  a  «hip  cast 
away,  or  a  wire-bons*  burnt  down,  should  be  !';:prisoncd  tliiriy  ^by^.  What  would 
be  liiought  of  their  humanity'  ?  what  of  their  an'ty  ?  f'uch,  Kovevcr,  in  su'><*ance, 
is  Ac  law  cfthe  commonwcalih  of  Ma5>i-:hu?:?lt«.  The  ub-un.ity  of  juch  zay-Atza 
is  t»J  ^nn%  93  H^  cruelty. 

It  is  ©'■>j.5Ctiona'>le  on  another  «rroy»id.  To  r^'.-p-iv  a  rjtlz^^n  of  li\crly  iscnc  of 
tiie  hij^b«*3t  inOicion'  of  pra^X  jirtice.  Next  to  '-.ipit  I  p  jms'p  u\  it  is  the  a  o>t 
iofamoos  punishmcn*  •rno'tvn  to  onr  law.  The  p^tto  *  of  wi  •!  ir:',-  -I.ls  foni.i  ?a'>Ie 
weipon  ought  to  be  l>lged  *-xc!iniv.?lv  in  the  band  of  '^'c  t-.:.  '.-  it '.  Gr^vc  pnh- 
Be  reasoa^t  should  alone  decide  when  it  .«hon!'!  be  cr-pl-'red.  The  prescri'  Itw  s-iV 
ail*  to  the  di»cre«ioo,  the  ciprice,  and  the  pas*:on4  of 'be  *i^'a*it,  Mhe*h«*-  he  \.'A\ 
or  will  no*  su^j^rct  a  nC7,jn  to  this  olious  inCicHoo  of  p*»ial  ju<  i"?.  7  hens  ?rc 
n- 0  in  the  community  who  make  a  liveBhood  from  bujin-r  up  ^■»dd?^*'.  The 
^'at;  put^  ill  sheriff*,  ani  rc-n itabW,  and  the  keys  of  it-»  Pris-:>n',  niid^r  h'-ir  ron- 
tT'j\  an3  they  daiH-  wi.-'  i  their  drea.. ful  power,  fiixira  rrw*i%'e*  of  in  «.*r»«t :  '-o  '-♦i;,'*cs 
wtt*:wil  the  po^Vi'ity  of  tleriving  benefit:  but  more  frequ»Tj*iv  v.i.'i  a  *•':' ied  ard 
tsr.'iUzin::  choice  of  tx-n?  an!  cirrui.'i5tiBCi:«,  surS  ■•  to  r'tvt  to  ;>  rvjtat  d'lr^v*  :be 
ch:iractcr  am]  cfSrcts  of  torture.    Tcr.Hie,  in  fict,  it  is ;  an'l  many  persons  to  '^viSt, 
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woitU  rath«r  loie  the  joint  of  a  finger,  or  lubmlt  to  «  few  lonif  of  «  dmmb-ocmw 

in  private,  than  be  abut  up  in  the  wards  of  a  Jail. 

Fortunately  for  the  credit  of  the  country  at  laige,  though  to  the  diicredit  of  Mas- 
sachusetu,  our  law  on  this  subject  is  behind  the  legisbtion  of  tbe  majority  of  the 
States.  Very  few  States  in  the  Union  deem  so  lightly  of  the  value  of  the  bleasinp 
which  they  secure  to  their  citizens,  as  to  allow  an  individual  to  deprive  his  neigh- 
bor of  his  liberty,  for  thirty  dayi,  for  a  debt  of  five  dollars. 

When  the  enormity  and  scandal  of  such  legislation  are  considered,  we  can  only 
wonder  that  it  can  subsist  for  a  day  in  a  community  where  the  people  make  th« 
laws,  especially  when  we  inquire  what  class  of  societv  is  benefited  by  them. 
CrecUtors  are  not  greatly  benefited,  as  is  notorious  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  last 
Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society.  In  a  report  made  to  a  meeting  of  gentle- 
men assembled  in  Boston,  a  year  or  two  since,  to  consider  this  subjecC  it  is  stated 
that,  *  within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  costs  that  have  accrued  in  suits  against 
insolvents  have  amounted  to  more  than  one  million  of  dollars.' 

It  surely  cannot  be  the  interest  or  the  wish  of  the  mass  of  the  people  to  lay  such 
a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  pockets  of  those  benefited  by  the  proeecntion  of 
petty  debts. 

Considered  in  connexion  with  the  public  good,  and  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  the 
facts  disclosed  in  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  present 
matter  of  reflection  painfully  important  Seventy-five  thousand  freemen,  in  these 
United  States,  it  is  estimated,  are  annually  subjected,  under  the  existing  lawa,  to 
the  infamous  punishment  of  a  Prison !  And  the  costs  and  damages  exceed,  in  many 
cases,  the  amount  of  the  debts  for  which  they  are  imprisoned! 

There  are  several  governments  called  despotic,  where  no  such  outrage  on  reason 
and  humanity  is  tolerated.  That  it  is  submitted  to  in  this  community,  is  a  proof 
how  much  practical  oppression  a  people  will  endure,  who  enjoy,  in  Uieory,  the 
power  of  providing  a  remedy.  The  acts  of  the  British  government,  which  drove 
our  fathers  to  arms,  were  infinitely  less  grievous  than  the  laws  in  question.  Norn 
there  any  question  of  national  or  party  politics,  that  now  excites  the  sensibility  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  wnich  so  much  concerns  them  as  this  subject,  in 
regard  to  which  so  great  an  apathy  prevails. 

Harsh,  however,  as  the  expression  may  sound,  if  the  people,  poaseming  the 
means  of  a  perfect  and  instant  remedy  in  their  hands,  will  not  apply  it,  they  ought 
to  suffer.  Were  it  not  that  the  unfortunate  class  who  sufler  most— the  poor  and 
friendless — ^are  unable  effectually  to  make  their  wishes  felt,  and  their  rights  respect- 
ed, nothing  would  need  to  be  said.  A  fortnight's  time  devoted,  to  the  subject  by 
the  General  Court,  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  enact  a  statute  which  would  bring 
the  law  nearer  to  humanity  and  reason ;  and,  if  the  people  wish  for  such  a  statnte, 
it  is  very  easy  to  make  their  wish  known  and  respected. 

Wishing  entire  success  to  all  judicious  exertions  to  efiect  this  end,  I  remain,  &c." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  H,  W,  Dwight,  M,  C,  dated  Washington,  D.  C, 

Matf  10, 1880 

**  My  Dear  Sir — My  answer  to  your  6th  question  supersedes  a  reply  to  all  that 
precede  it. 

I  think  '  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  every  case  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of 
fraud,'  but  a  relic  of  the  barbarou9  ages.  I  do  not  know  what  a  Christian  might  do 
with  a  Christian  or  an  infidel.  I  fear  too  little  of  Christianity  enters  into  any  of  the 
concerns  of  common  life.  No  '  benefits  result  from  continuing,  and  no  evils  would 
result  from  al)oIishing  imprisonment  for  debt.' 

I  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personal- 
ly, and  whenever,  in  fifteen  years'  practice,  I  have  done  so  fbr  a  client,  I  have  al- 
ways found  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have  done  so." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Samuel  A,  Eliot,  dated  Boston,  AprU  80,  1830. 

**  I  consider  imprisonment  for  debt,  under  the  present  regulations,  in  all  cases,  in- 
judicious, as  a  means  of  recovery ;  of  an  obvious  tendency  to  produce  cruelty  on  the 
one  side,  and  vice  on  the  other;  disproportioned  to  the  offence,  where  no  fraud  is 
irapu*ed,  and,  where  it  is,  of  a  vindictive  rather  than  a  correcting  nature ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  a  punishment  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  unworthy  of  countenance  in  a 
community  calling  itself  Christian.  I  think  great  benefits  would  be  experienced, 
or,  at  least,  great  evils  avoided,  by  the  abolition,  or  essential  modification,  of  the 
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piesent  mode  of  imprtoonment  finr  de^t,  provided  some  other  punishment  were  soh- 
fldtated  in  its  place ;  though  I  should  fear  its  abolition,  without  some  substitute, 
irouM  only  add  to  the  evils  ^ready  existing  in  society.  So  far  from  finding  It  nee- 
esrary  to  imprison  any  one  for  debt  to  myself,  I  should  think  myself  very  ill  em- 
ptoyed  with  a  view  to  my  own  interest,  and  much  more  so  in  a  moral  view,  in  con- 
fining those  who  owe  me  much  larger  sums  than  any  you  have  named  in  your 
questiom,  which  they  are  now  unable  to  pay.  I  consider  my  only  chance  of  recov- 
ery is  in  allowing  them  to  pursue  their  occupations." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Artentas  Ward,  dated  Boston,  June  21, 1830. 

^*  Mt  Dkar  Sir — ^To  imprison  a  debtor,  either  Christian  or  heathen,  believer  or 
infidel,  where  there  was  no  fault  or  fraud  on  his  part,  and  whose  inability  to  pay 
apose  wholly  from  misfcMiunes,  which  human  prudence  and  a  reasonable  use  of  his 
iacultios  could  not  guard  him  against,  be  his  debt  one,  ten,  er  ten  thoutand  dollars, 
in  my  oiind,  would  be  unjust,  cruel,  inhuman,  and  unchristian.  A  debtor  who  is 
without  fiftult  ought  to  be  exempt  from  suffering,  disgrace,  or  punishment ;  and  a 
fraudulent,  unfair,  dishonest  debtor  ought  not  to  escape  without  being  punished 
iemrdSsag  to  the  aggravation  of  his  offence.  Unless  some  penalty  is  annexed  to 
dishonest  insolvency,  people  will  be  induced  to  buy  on  credit,  and  live  on  the  fruit 
of  the  labor  of  others,  rather  than  to  earn  something  themselves.  Nothing  is  more 
frequent,  even  as  the  law  now  is,  than  for  a  debtor,  who  has  numerous  meritorious 
cieditors,  and  has  reduced  his  property  by  living  above  his  incpme,  or  incautious 
^cnktions,  so  that  he  cannot  pay  tham  all,  to  convey  all  his  property  in  trust  to 
some  fiivorite  creditors,  and  set  all  other  creditors  at  defiance,  onering  them  noth- 
ing, unless  they  will  take  a  small  per  cent,  of  their  debt,  and  discharge  the  whole. 
A  feilure  in  business,  and  paying  a  small  part,  or  nothing,  of  what  one  owes,  is  too 
lightly  considered,  in  the  estimation  of  the  community ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
t^  instances  are  increased  on  that  account.  Bankruptcy  is  viewed  very  different- 
ly, nmt,  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  our  Puritan  ancestors,  who,  though  they 
might  not  he  as  well  informed  as  the  present  generatioo,  possessed  as  mudi  moral 
purity,  as  to  fmne  and  thine.  The  elder  President  Adams,  in  his  Novan^lus,  page 
4tb, speaking  of  the  days  of  1761,  says,  *At  that  time,  bankruptcy  was  infamous; 
now  [1819]  it  is  scarcely  disgraceful.'  Bankruptcy,  arising  from  the  causes  which 
often  produce  it,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  countries,  ought  to  be  infanMras ;  but  when 
it  arises  Irom  misfortunes,  it  ought  not  to  be  even  disgraceful.  An  unfortunate  man 
oot^t  to  be  aided  and  pitied,  not  punished  or  disgraced. 

In  answer  to  your  question,  *  whether  I  have  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison 
a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personally,*  I  say,  in  the  course  of  more  than  forty  years 
of  active  business,  with  a  great  number  of  persons,  but  one  only  has  been  commit- 
ted to  Prison,  by  my  orders,  for  a  debt  due  to  myself;  and  that  took  place  about 
twenty  years  since.  My  debtor,  in  that  instance,  having  been  accommodated  with 
a  loan  of  upwards  of  014,000,  and  having  never  received  fivm  mo  any  thing  but 
tdndness  and  favors,  was  chargeable  with  the  blackest  ingratitude,  the  grossest  per- 
fidy and  deception,  and  deserved  a  punishment  much  more  severe  than  the  law 
enabled  me  to  inflict 

Extract  of  a  Letter  frtmi  E.  P. 

"  Dbar  Sik— I  would  answer  all  your  inquiries,  from  1  to  10,  by  observing,  in 
the  general,  that  Imprisonment  is  punishment ;  that  punishment,  if  deserved,  im- 
plies previous  crime ;  that  poverty  is,  in  itself,  no  crime ;  nor  does  inability  to  pay  a 
just  debt  necessarily  imply  crime  ;  consequently,  ioiprisonment,  merely  on  account 
of  such  inability,  is  unjust  and  wrong.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  debtor  has 
committed  a  crime,  let  him  be  punished  for  his  crime,  and  according  to  his  deserts ; 
but  let  him  not  be  punished  for  what  may  be  merely  his  misfortune.  1  have  never 
imprisoned  a  person  for  debt,  and  I  trust  I  never  shall.  Connected  with  the  aboli- 
tion of  imprisonment  for  mere  debt,  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  or  crime,  I 
can  think  of  no  evils  worth  mentioning.  What  evils  can  result  from  the  stop  of  pal- 
pable injustice  ?  The  poor,  it  is  tnie,  would  find  it  more  difficult  to  contract  debts ; 
but  this  (though  it  might  sometimes  straiten  them)  would  not  ultimately  injure  them." 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  P.,  dated  Boston,  May  6,  1830. 
*"  Tothe  seren  first  of  the  questions  proposed  In  your  chcular  of  the  19th  ult.,  I  ny. 


PBISON   DHIGIPUNB   SOmBTT.  58 

at  once,  I  tbink  it  all  bad,  impolitic,  unrigfateous,  iDhuman,  nnehristiaii ;  that  all 
impriaonment  for  debt,  not  for  fraud, — for  that  is  another  matter, — ia  as  great  a  vio- 
lation of  natural  right  as  slave  dealing." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  T.,  dated  Boston,  April  24, 1880. 

"  Simple  debt  is  not  a  crime,  and  is  not  justly  punishable.  It  may  be  an  indiscreet, 
or  a  foolish  act,  or  it  may  be  a  very  wise  and  proper  one.  Nor  do  1  suppose,  thai 
one  who  prosecutes  a  debtor  would  attempt  to  vindicate  the  principle,  that  a 
debtor,  merely  as  such,  is  to  be  punished,  or,  rather,  no  Legislature  would  recognise 
this  principle  in  a  law.  It  is  supposed,  1st,  that  the  debt  was  fraudulently  contract- 
ed, or,  2dly,  if  not  fraudulently  contracted,  that  payment  is  withheld,  when  it  might 
be  made  ?  Now,  either  of  these  suppositions  may  in  many  cases  be  a  faict.  Here, 
then,  as  I  imagine,  is  the  ground  on  which  imprisonment  for  debt  is  justified,  and 
on  which  it  is  legalized.  1  he  question  then  arises.  How  far  does  the  imprisoning 
system  either  check  this  fraud,  or  secure  payment  where  it  would  not  otherwise  be 
made  ?  I  have  no  doubt  whether,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  conduces  to  each  of  these 
ends.  But  I  have  also  no  doubt  whetlier  it  produces  very  far  more  fraud  than  it 
prevents ;  nor  do  I  doubt  whether  there  are  ten  unjust  and  wicked  impriscxunents 
for  small  debts,  to  one  where  the  debtor  would  pay  his  debts  if  he  could.  I  have 
seen  much*of  the  misery  which  this  imprisonment  for  small  debts  brings  upon  the 
poor,  and  of  the  cruel  injustice  wiUi  which  the  law,  in  this  respect,  bears  upon  the 
laboring  class  of  our  population.  I  have  known  a  respectable  mechanic,  for  exam- 
ple, imprisoned  for  a  debt  of  |^5,  contracted  by  his  family  at  a  grocer's,  while  he  was 
himseli  very  ill ;  and  he  was  sent  to  Jail  for  that  debt,  when  he  not  only  was  with- 
out a  shilling,  but  his  family  was  wanting  bread  because  he  was  not  able  to  work ; 
and  another  for  a  debt  of  ^5  or  $6,  contracted  by  purchasing  certain  tools ;  each  of 
whom,  I  believe,  would  most  readily  have  paid  what  he  owed,  if  he  had  posaesaed 
the  means  of  doing  it.  But  not  only  so,  I  have  known  a  poor  roan  sent  to  Jail  ibr 
a  small  debt,  by  one  who  paid  his  board  there,  for  a  more  secure  enjoyment  of 
vicious  intercourse  in  his  family ! 

I  look,  however,  beyond  particular  facts  to  first  principles  on  this  subject.  I  sup- 
pose, 1st,  that  debt,  in  a  community,  will  be  pn^rtioned  to  the  facility  with  which 
credit  can  be  obtained.  2d.  Credit  can  be  obtained,  in  a  community,  in  proportion 
as  those,  who  have  money  to  lend,  or  goods  to  sell,  upon  trust,  can  feel,  that,  in 
case  of  danger  to  their  property,  they  can  distress  the  debtor.  Sdly.  Does  not  this  very 
facility  of  obtaining  credit,  therefore,  grow  out  of  debtor  laws  ?  I  think  it  does.  I>o 
not  far  the  greater  number  of  bankruptcies  grow  out  of  the  credits  artificially  pro- 
duced and  upheld }  This,  I  suspect,  is  true.  How  far  does  the  dread  of  imprison- 
ment check  the  debtor  in  contracting  debts?  I  think  Ut{)e.  And  I  have  no  doubt 
whether  it  leads  him  tenfold  to  increase  his  deception  to  delude  his  creditor. 
What  effect,  also,  has  imprisonment  itself  upon  the  debtor  ?  I  believe  the  worst 
I  would  not  have  a  man  imprisoned  for  simple  debt  of  any  amount  But  if  this 
must  be,  let  the  lowest  sum,  for  which  imprisonment  is  allowed,  be  one  hundred 
dollars.  Many,  now  living  on  sm&U  credits,  cut  off  from  this  resource,  would  then 
be  industrious.  The  seller,  suffering  fewer  losses,  would  then  afford  to  sell  cheaper. 
An  immense  amount  of  deception  would  be  prevented.  Abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  you  will  make  credit  to  depend  on  character,  as  it  now  does  not  It  will 
not  be  so  easily  obtained  as  it  now  is.  A  security  of  property  will  therefore  be 
felt  far  greater  than  is  upon  the  present  system.  And  if  virtue  itself  would  not  be 
promoted,  which  I  do  not  grant,  very  much  of  vice  would  be  prevented.'* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  A.  R. 

"  My  Dear  Sir — ^The  incareeration  of  (he  body  by  judicial  process,  in  case  of 
mental  sanity,  I  can  regard  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  pumatunent.  There  may 
be  individuals,  in  the  most  abject  clas'tes  of  society,  who  would  not  regard  it  as 
such.  To  all  others,  it  is  a  most  pcvere  affliction  to  be  torn  from  their  home  and 
friends,  deprived  of  liberty  and  the  light  of  heaven,  and  immured  within  the  walls 
of  a  Prison.  Now,  a  severe  punishment  is  the  reward,  not  of  misfortune,  nor  of  the 
slighter  degrees  of  heedlessness  or  necrligence,  but  of  crime.  To  deserve  imprison- 
ment, therefore,  a  person  muU  have  committed  some  crime,  either  against  the 
State  or  against  an  individual ;  or,  if  the  crime  has  not  been  actually  committed, 
there  mu.<t  be  grood  evidence  that  it  is  premeditated,  and  that  it  can  be  prevented 
In  no  other  and  better  way. 
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Hence  I  hare  beUeTed  that  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor  is  justifiable  only  in 
cases  of  di§honeBty  or  fraud.  The  fraud  or  dishonesty  may  have  appeared  in  the 
act  of  contracting  the  debt;  in  giving  false  security;  in  evading  or  delaying  the 
payment ;  in  conveying  away  or  secreting  property  which  might  satisfy  (he  de- 
mand ;  and  perhaps  in  many  other  ways.  Where  fraud  has  been  practised,  and 
can  be  proved,  or  where  impartial  persons  would  say  there  is  strong  ground  to  sus- 
pect it,  I  know  not  but  the  putting  of  the  offender's  body  in  Prison  may  punish  or 
arrest  his  crime,  without  injujtice  to  him,  and  with  permanent  benefit  to  the  com- 
mTinity.  In  all  other  case:?,  it  appears  to  me,  at  present,  that  imprisonment  is  in 
fact  a  punishment  without  a  crime,  and  the  laws  which  sanction  it  impolitic  and  un- 
jiwt.  1  *  think,'  therefore,  very  unfavorably  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  for  any  sum 
wliatever,  *  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud ;'  and  you  have  my  opinion  in  re- 
ply to  the  iir»t  six  questions  proposed  in  your  letter.  The  10th  question  is  also  vir- 
tually answered  in  the  negative :  I  think  the  '  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in 
case3  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud,*  is  not  *  well  proportioned  to  the  agjrra- 
vatioQ  of  the  offence.'  And  I  would  here  add,  in  reference  to  question  18th,  that  I 
have  never  *  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  me  personally ;' 
and  I  fondly  tru3t  and  believe  I  never  shall.  It  is  true,  I  have  not  been  engaged 
extensively  in  traffic  with  my  fellow  men ;  but,  in  my  limited  experience,  I  have 
used  no  uncommon  carefulness  in  selecting  responmble  men  for  my  debtors. 

As  the  laws  of  our  country  now  stand,  and  considering  that  the  whole  system  of 
credit  is  shaped  by  the  legislation,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  Christian  ccat- 
not  sleep  quietly  on  the  nicht  afVcr  he  has  taken  his  honest  debtor  by  the  throat, 
and  cast  him  into  Prison,  fill  the  laws  are  changed,  it  is  possible  that  an  enlight- 
ened and  pure  conscience  may  approve  the  deed.  But  I  would  not  myself  be  that 
Christian  creditor,  to  imprison  the  debtor  who  had  not  been  fraudulent  or  dishon- 
e^,  whether  he  were  *  CbrisLian'  or  *  infidel.'  [Questions  8  and  9.]  Sir,  /  could 
cot  sleep  on  that  night;  I  would  not  be  that  unrelenting,  grasping, 'Christian' 
creditor. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  extremely  difHcult  to  frame  such  a  code  of  laws  as  shall  al- 
ways disrriminatc  between  crime  and  misfortune,  and  secure  the  creditor  all  his 
rights  without  unduly  increasing  his  power,  or  infringing  upon  the  equitable  rights 
of  the  debtor.  The  '  Christian'  legislator  who  shall  devise  an  impartial  system  for 
that  purpose,  to  succeed  to  the  present  unequal  and  oppress ve  code,  will  deserve 
well  of  his  counti'y  and  of  posterity.  Some  happy  approximation  to  such  a  system, 
I  believe,  will  ere  long  be  devised.  The  genius  of  the  age  requires  it;  and  I  le- 
prd  your  well-directed  efforts  to  expose  the  inconveniences  and  iniquities  of  the 
old  system,  as  destined  to  prepare  the  way  for  such  a  propitious  event.  I  can 
scarcely  imagine  '  what  evtls  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,' 
[question  11,]  if  the  revolution  was  made  prudently  and  cautioualy.  If  any  should 
arise,  they  would  be  temporary ;  they  must  soon  disappear,  under  the  practical  op- 
eritlan  of  a  system  founded  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  mercy. 
The  *  benefits*  of  such  a  change  [question  12]  must  be  innumerable  and  in- 
calculable. Among  them  would  be  that  of  depriving  the  dishonest  or  malicious 
creditor  of  the  power  of  harassing  and  persecuting  the  innocent;  which,  in  ten 
thoQsand  injtances,  would  be  to  *  cut  short  the  power  of  the  oppressor.'  Another 
benefit,  by  no  means  the  least,  would  be  that  of  regulating  the  whole  system  of 
credit;  which  would  be  an  immense  blessing,  both  to  creditors  and  debtors.  It 
woald  restore  simple  honesty  to  its  throne,  and  revive  confidence  between  man 
and  man." 

Letter  from  J.  H. 

"  In  answer  to  the  printed  inquiries  you  had  the  politeness  to  send  me,  I  can 
say,  generally,  that  I  can  see  no  justice  or  policy  in  punishing  a  person  for  his  mis- 
wtunes,  and  that  I  know  of  nothing  but  crime  or  guilt  j  wliieh  deserves  or  needs 
punishment.  I  feci,  most  decidedly  and  sensibl^^  that  fitiudulent  debtors  ought  to 
be  examined,  and  pursued  with  greater  vigilance,  and  punished  with  greater  se- 
verity, at  least  equal  to  counterfeiters  or  forgers ;  and,  until  fraud  is  proved,  or  at 
least  suspected,  that  no  debtor  ought  ever  to  be  imprisoned,  whatever  might  be  the 
e\ils  resulting  from  such  a  law. 

If  the  old  adage  is  sound,  that  it  is  better  ten  guilty  persons  should  go  free  than 
that  one  innocent  man  should  be  punished,  it  must  forever  put  an  end  to  punish- 
ment (or  debt,  where  no  fraud  is  suspected.  To  imprison  a  man  because  his  house 
or  barn  is  struck  and  burned  by  lightning,  his  ship  lost  in  a  storm  at  sea,  or  becauM 

33* 
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he  otberwiBe  loses  the  meant  of  suppaiiing  bis  family,  ai  well  as  {Mkyins  his  debts, 
b  unfit  for  a  barbaroui  age,  and  much  more  for  the  enlightened  age  of  which  we 

boast." 

Extract  qfa  Letter  from  Hon.  Stephen  JVkitey  of  Salem,  Masa. 

**  Dear  Sir — I  have  just  received  your  printed  circular,  requesting  my  opinioa 
regardinG;  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  certain  given  cases.  I  can  answer  them,  I  be- 
lieve, satisfactorily  in  the  aggregate.  I  am  opposed  to  all  manner  of  imprisonment 
for  debt,  unless  it  be  connected  with  fraud.  1  am  distinctly  in  favor  of  some  pro- 
vision being  made  by  law,  for  the  discharge  of  all  innocent  debtors,  upon  a  bona 
fide  surrender  of  all  their  property,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  creditors,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  their  respective  claims." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Benj.  Pickman^  dated  Salem,  June  29, 1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  ain,  and  ever  have  been,  opposed  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  for 
any  sum  wliatjver,  liowcver  small  or  however  large.  I  consider  the  law  that  au- 
thorizes it  as  incon-istent  with  the  spirit  of  our  government,  am^  what  is  of  muoh 
more  serious  importance,  as  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  ChrisUan  religion;  a  lav.-, 
therefore,  which  nothing  could  justify,  but  the  clearest  evidence  that  the  good  of 
society  requires  it.  So  &,  however,  from  having  proved  beneficial,  it  has,  1  think, 
proved  injurious  to  the  community,  and,  in  nine  instances,  at  least,  out  of  ten,  to 
the  hard-nearted  creditor  who  has  availed  himself  of  it.  According  to  my  observa- 
tion, a  large  proportion  of  those  persons,  who  have  bacn  imprisoned  for  debt,  were  so 
for  very  small  sum«<,  and  to  gratify  a  malicious  or  revengeful  temper;  and,  as  such 
persons  are  generally  unable  to  obtain  surety  for  the  liberty  of  the  yard,  they  have 
been  confined  in  apaHments  not  much,  if  any,  better  than  those  in  which  convict- 
ed felons  were  confined.  If  the  debtor,  so  confined,  be  a  bad  man,  it  only  serves 
to  excite  in  him  a  spirit  of  revenge ;  if  he  be  a  good  but  unfortunate  man,  it  evi- 
dently renders  him  incapable,  for  the  time,  of  providing  for  the  support  of  himself, 
or  his  family,  should  he  have  one,  and  thereby  increases  his  inability  to  pay  his 
debts.  I  have  obscr\'ed,  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  those  persons,  who  have 
b«eu  imprisoned  for  debt,  have  been  put  in  Prison  by  the  retailers  of  ardent  spirits; 
a  class  of  men,  who,  I  hope,  will  not  be  much  lonr;er  tolerated  in  society.  While 
I  entertain  these  opinion*)  respectinsc  imprisonment  for  debt,  I  also  think  that  hon- 
esty cannot  be  too  much  encouraged,  and  that  every  species  of  dishonesty  ought 
to  be  severely  punished.  If  a  debtor  attempts  to  defraud  his  creditors,  he  should  be 
punished  for  it ;  but  then  it  should  be  considered  as  a  public  crime,  (Hkc  foi^ry, 
for  example,)  and  accordingly  prosecuted,  under  the  authority  of  government 
Unfortunately,  the  men  who  are  guilty  of  the  greatest  frauds  upon  their  creditors 
are  not  gencraUy  the  men  who  are  imprisoned  for  their  debts.  How  many  insol- 
vents have  thorc  been,  who  have  failed  for  very  large  sums,  and  have  not  paid  ten 
cents  on  the  dollar,  and,  after  having  compromised  with  their  creditors,  by  a  de- 
ceptive representation  of  their  property,  have  lived  like  men  of  large  fortune!  And 
among  those  creditors  were,  perhaps,  included  widows  and  orphans,  who,  by  their 
failure,  were  deprived  of  their  means  of  support.  Such  men  can  hardly  be  too  se- 
verely punished,  or  too  much  despised.  I  would  further  add,  on  this  subject,  that, 
generally,  creditors  are  a  much  more  wary  class  of  men  than  debtors  ;  and,  if  the 
law  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt  were  repealed,  they  would  probably  be 
more  cautious  how  they  gave  credit ;  and  this  would  be  likely  to  have  a  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  community,  as  it  would  tend  to  le»«en  the  number  of  debtors  and 
creditors,  and  would  also  give  Xo  men  of  fair  character  the  advantage  that  they 
ought  to  have  in  obtaining  credit." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Charles  Sedgwick ,  Esq.,  dated  Lenox,  Mass.,  ISSO. 

"  I  have  spent  a  fcood  deal  of  time  in  looking  over  the  records  of  the  Jail  in  this 
nlacc,  since  May  22,  1828,  and  have  examined  copies  of  all  (he  executions,  in  the 
hands  of  the  jailer,  on  which  debtors  have  been  committed  ;  and  you  will  perceive, 
by  the  statement  below,  besides  the  loss  and  inconvenience  occasioned  to  the  debt* 
or  by  imprisonment,  that  this  mode  of  enforcing  collections  is  useless  and  expensive 
to  the  creditor. 

For  a  period  of  a  little  more  than  eighteen  months,  there  have  been  committed 
to  Prison,  on  civil  process,  186  persons,  in  Berkshire.    Some  have  been  oonunitted 
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oo  tlie  writ,  aad  lome  tnirendered  bj  their  Ml ;  but  by  far  fh«  greater  part  <m  esecu- 
tioos  fbr  a  tmall  amount ;  and  6  or  8  for  military  fioes»  amoundng  to  from  60  eta.  to  ^ 

Daring  the  first  eighteen  months,  there  were  committed,  on  executions  Issued 

upon  judgments  recovered  in  the  Common  Pleas, 83 

On  executions  issued  upon  justices'  judgments, 81 

Out  of  the  83  mentioned  above,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oatfaj  V9 
The  residue  have  been  discharged,  and,  although  the  records  do  not  show 
how,  it  is  well  known  that,  in  almost  every  mstance,  it  is  by  giving  new 
notes,  without  any,  additional  security 18 


Of  the  81  committed  on  Justices'  executions,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the 

poor  debtor's  oath 90 

Committed  for  military  fines,  and  discharged  after  six  days, 8 

The  residue  discharged  by  the  creditor, 46 

81 
Of  the  80  persons  committed  and  discharged  by  the  creditor,  the  whole  period  of 
eontineraent  has  been  773  days,  aiid  the  average  time  of  each,  13  days. 

Of  the  47  persons  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  several  have  been  confined  for 
60  days,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  officer,  in  not  serving  properly  the  citation  up* 
OD the  creditor;  but,  supposing  the  citation  properly  served,  and  one  day  only  al- 
bwed  for  this  purpose,  the  whole  period  of  their  confinement  would  be  1467  aaysp 
or  for  each  person  31  days. 

The  amount  of  thirty-three  executions,  issuing  from  the  Common  PleaSj  on  which 
the  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison,  is  as  follows : — 

DaM«  Coitic   '  Corti  of  eoBnnitnMaL 

$4766  66  343  07  206  93 

From  the  above  deduct  the  sums  in  elevoo  executionSt  amounting  to 
$4038  79  127  47  108  88 

$667  86  217  60  97  67 

For  these  last  sums,  the  remaining  twenty-two  executions  issued  from  Common 
Pleas,  which  is,  on  average,  $30  39  for  the  amount  of  debt  in  each  executioo. 

Juaticei*  Executions. 

The  amount  of  eighty-one  executions,  issued  upon  justices'  judgments,  is  as  ibi* 
lows : — 

OAt  Corf*.  CatooreoamitMat 

$860  40  2S8  78  246  66 

From  the  above  deduct  the  amount  of  twenty-seven  executions,  which  Is 
$611  70  106  89  90  76 

|348  70  182  89  164  80 

Amount  of  fifty- four  executions,  on  which  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison. 

Out  of  these  64  persons,  43  were  confined  for  Sf  days  eadh,  1833  days. 

The  remaining  11,  on  an  average,  13  days  each,  143    do. 

Say  that  the  above  amount  of  fifty-four  executions  were  all  issued  for  the  same  SOA 
each,  and  then  the  amount  of  forty-three  executions,  on  which  the  debtors  were  aA» 
mitted  to  the  oath,  would  be 

Debt,  $276  81 ;  costs,  146  63 ;  costs  of  commitment,  123  20. 

The  average  of  these  forty-three  debts  would  be,  in  that  case,  for  each  perM% 
Debt,  $6  48 ;  costs,  3  38  ;  costs  of  commitment,  2  86. 

Cwts, 3  38^ 

Costs  of  commitment, 2  86 

Jailer's  key  fees, 40 

Expense  of  making  out  citation,  &c.,  1  00 
*  Serving  citation,  on  an  average,  at  least  1  00 
Justice's  fees  on  swearing  out,  .  .  1  00 
Board,  25  cents  per  day,  for  81  days,  7  76 
Value  of  debtor's  time,  60  cents,    .     .  16  60 


These  costs  all  accrue  on  a  debt  ill 
firom  $6  to  $90. 


$82  89 
fi  t  iiiTir  i«i  11*  r^- " '  ^"".  — ^  *"T  •"ir  — ^ 
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This  Mim  0how9  the  least  actual  expense  of  the  debtcyr,  ki  tioie  and  oKmey,  where 
he  takes  the  oath ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the  commitments  on  amall  execoiionfl 

generally  take  place  at  that  season  when  labor  is  most  valuable,  and  most  in  de- 
mand ;  and  (he  averase  value  of  a  debtor's  time  might  fairly  be  set  at  76  cents  per 
day,  which  would  mue  an  addition  to  the  above  sum  of 
^  $82  89 

,  7  76 

$40  64 

This  is  the  expense,  then,  in  general,  incurred  by  the  debtor  or  his  friends,  where 
\ie  takes  the  oath,  and  is  not  committed  to  close  confinement  When  he  goes  with- 
in the  Prison  walls,  the  board  is  paid  by  the  creditor. 

Take  an  average  of  the  eighty-one  executions  issued  upon  justices'  judgments, 
where  the  debtors  were  committed,  and  the  amount  of  debts,  costs,  and  expenses, 
on  forty-three  of  the  number,  where  the  debtors  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  is  as 
{allows : — 

Ajn'wnt  at  debit.  Do.  casta.  Do.  eorfi  of  oomiBitnarii. 

,  $466  75  $152  07  $130  35 

*       Costs, $162  07 

'       Costs  of  commitments, ISO  35 

Jailer's  key  fees,  at  40  cents  each • .     .  17  IpO 

Expense  01  making  citation,  &c.,  $1, 43  00 

Do.  of  serving  same,  at  $1  25  each, 53  75 

Justice's  fees  on  swearing  out,  $1  00  each 43  00 

Expense  of  board,  at  25  cents  per  day, 333  25 

Expense  of  debtors'  time,  at  50  cents  per  day, 666  50 

$1439  12 

The  above  shows  the  result  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  on  executions  issuing  from 
a  justice  of  ^c  peace.  C/  Jio  eighty-one  executions  issued,  there  is  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  with  certain  /,  how  thirty-eight  of  them  were  di^po^ed  of,  any  further 
than  the  general  fact  that  new  notes  are  taken  from  the  debtor,  without  any  addi- 
tional security,  and  after  much  expense  has  accrued  to  him,  and  a  loss  of  time  from 
^is  employment  of  13  days !  On  the  remaining  forty-three  executions,  the  fate  of 
which  can  be  determined  with  certainty,  it  appears  Uiat  the  whole  amount  of  debts 
was  $456  75,  and  the  whole  amount  of  costs  and  expenses,  allowing  only  50  cents 
per  day  for  the  debtor's  time,  is  $1439  12! 

The  expenses  amount  to  more  than  three  times  the  debt,  without  answering  any 
flfood  purpose  whatever,  and  operate  very  hardly  upon  the  families  of  those  who  are 
thus  deprived  of  the  proceeds  of  the  debtor's  labor,  and  who  arc  mojt  in  need  of  it 
for  their  daily  support." 

» 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Theodore  Sedgtmck,  Esq. 

**  Having  long  believed  that  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  certain  cases, 
wouJd  be  introducing  a  safer  system  of  credit,  be  greatly  advantageous  to  the  cred- 
itor, and  thus  to  tiie  community  at  large,  my  opinion  has  been  made  up  in  favor  of 
that  measure. 

c  In  regard  to  imprisonment  for  small  debts,  say  twenty  dollars,  the  evils  of  it  ap- 
g^ar  to  me  to  be  so  great,  that  I  cannot  believe  they  will  be  suflfered  to  exist  long 
in  this  State." 

L^tUrfnom  the  Justices  of  the  Quorum  and  Sheriff  of  Berkshire  County,  Mtns. 

"  Dear  Sir — We  very  willingly  state  to  you  our  opinion,  as  to  the  operation  of 
our  laws  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  Being  justices  of  the  peace  and  of 
the  quorum  in  this  county,  we  have  attended,  some  of  us  for  more  than  twenty 
^ani,  at  the  examination  of  debtors,  who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the  poor  debt- 
or's oath,  and  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ciscertaining  the  benefit  creditors  gener- 
ally derive  frdm  the  imprisonment  of  their  debtors,  and  of  learning  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  debtors  and  their  families,  from  such  imprisonment.  From  our  ob- 
servations, we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  there  are  but  few  cases  in  which  any 
benefit  is  gained  by  the  creditor,  by  the  imprisonment  of  his  debtor ;  and  (bat  the 
Injury,  in  most  cases,  (o  the  debtor,  but  more  generally  to  his  family,  is  very  great; 
lOd,  in  some,  the  operation  of  the  law  is  extremely  oppressive." 

William  Walker,  William  P.  Wa.i.ks&,  and  Josspk  Tucjcxr. 
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*  >  • 

Thefheriffof  the  county  adds — ^**  Haviog  been  sheriff  of  the  county  eighteen 
yean,  I  have  observed  the  opcratioa  of  our  laws  against  poor  debtors,  and  fully 
ooocur  in  the  opinion  of  the  above  gentlemen.  Hjcitry  C.  B&own." 

4 

Extrad  qf  a  Letter  from  Jacob  JB.  Moore,  Sheriff"  of  Merrimack  County,  JV.  H., 

dated  Concord,  May  1, 1830. 

"  The  Legislature  has,  within  the  lasL  few  years,  materially  softened  the  rigors 
of  our  laws  Tor  the  collection  of  debts.  No  person  can  now  be  arrested  and  impris- 
oned on  any  debt  or  contract  made  since  Jan.  1,  1829,  unless  it  exceed  the  sum  of 
|]3  33.  By  the  law  of  Jan.  3,  1829,  the  limits  of  our  Prison  yard  for  the  conilne- 
meot  of  debtors  was  extended  to  the  boundaries  of  the  towns  in  which  such  Prisons 
are  situated.  These  may  be  regarded  as  gradual  steps  toward  the  final  abolitioii 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  Hampshire." 

Extract  from  the  Menage  of  his  ExeeUeney  Matthew  Harvey^  Gonemor  ofJ>rew 
Hampxhire^  to  the  Legislature,  dated  Council  Chamber,  Concord,  June  4» 
1S30. 

**  Ever  since  the  existence  oi  our  government,  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been 
(»e  of  its  acknowledged  provisions,  and  our  law  in  reference  to  delinquent  debt- 
en  still  retains  that  odious  feature,  which  identifies  it  with  measures  that  originat- 
ed in  times  less  enUghtened  than  the  present ;  but,  by  reason  of  various  amendments 
ind  modification 3,  &e  object  originally  intended  is  now  rarely  accomplished.  The 
entire  control  over  the  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor  was  formerly  given  to  the 
creditor,  to  conapel  payment,  either  by  the  terrors  of  a  Jail  before  commitment,  or 
the  misery  of  confinement  afterwards.  This  power,  in  the  hands  of  an  unfeeling 
creditor,  was  oFtcn  exercised  with  severity,  and  fell  indiscriminately  upon  the  hon> 
est  and  the  dishonest;  and  whether  the  debtor  had  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
payment  by  the  exercise  of  bad  judgment  or  inevitable  misfortune,  or  had  fraudu- 
lently placed  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  creditor:^,  when  once  committed  to 
PiisoDybe  was  confined  for  lifj,  without  the  possibility  of  a  discharge,  except  by  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  or  the  mercy  of  the  creditor,  however  embarrassing  to  friends,  mis- 
led by  their  sympathies,  or  oppressive  to  an  already  miserable  and  destitute  family. 
This  severe  operation  of  the  law  was  not  long  tolerated  by  public  opinion,  when 
enlarged  and  naore  liberal  views  began  to  be  entertained  on  the  subject.  It  then 
commenced  a  remedy,  by  producing  various  enactments  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
piisoned  for  debt. 

This  ameliorating  policy  has  been  continued  so  far  that,  although  the  power  of 
imprisonment  still  exists,  very  few  of  those  results,  which  formerly  furnished  argu- 
iseats  in  support  of  the  principle,  are  now  produced.  It  is  now  rarely  found  that 
the  debtor,  committed  to  Prison  under  the  present  law,  ever  calculates  on  being 
discharged  by  payment  of  the  debt.  Since  the  last  provision  of  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  extended  the  limits  of  the  Jail  yards  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  the 
towns  in  which  Prisons  are  situated,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  abput 
iecen  eighths  of  all  persons,  committed  to  Prison  for  debt,  on  execution,  have  been 
diacha(ged,  on  application  to  the  conunisjioners  of  Jail  delivery.  Imprisonment 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  a  town  has  so  little  of  real  restraint  about  it,  and  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  the  poordebtor^s  oath  arc  so  great,  that  persons  indebted,  and 
poas?s3in^  effects  of  small  value,  are  induced  to  divest  themselves  of  their  property, 
90  £ir  that  the  amount  remaining  in  possession  shall  not  prevent  the  discharge  pro- 
vided by  law,  rather  than  to  increase  it  by  honest  industry,  with  a  view  to  the 
payment  of  debts.  And  when  the  amount  of  property  is  once  reduced  below  thi«  ♦ 
s^ndard,  it  is  very  rarely  sufiered  again  to  rise  above  it.  The  inevitable  conse- 
quence is,  a  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  labor,  industry  and  economy ;  an  accumu- 
lation of  unnecessary  cost;  and  an  incrcass  of  poor  and  idle  persons,  who  roust,  ul- 
timately, be  supported  at  public  expense.  That  there  should  be  some  change  in 
the  law  on  this  subject,  there  seems  to  be  very  little  doubt.  If  the  right  to  im- 
prison the  debtor  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  purpo»es  of  trade  and  commerce, 
sound  policy  would  seem  to  require,  that  all  modem  provisions  for  the  relief  of  poor 
debtora  should  be  repealed,  and  the  law  placed  on  the  same  standing  it  had  ten  or 
twelve  years  since,  m  order  that  the  restraints  of  imprisonment  might  be  realized 
^  felt,  and  produce  their  originally  intended  eflfect  But  if  the  right  to  imprison 
wr  debt  is  not  neceesary,  (and  I  am  decidedly  of  this  opinion,)  the  same  policy 
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would  Beem  to  require,  that  the  remoftnt  of  the  law,  as  it  now  exists  oa  this  suhject, 
sliould  be  repealed,  so  far  as  regards  all  contracts  hereafter  to  be  made.  Should 
this  course  be  adopted,  it  wouJd  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  that  liberal  policy 
whidi  has  so  often  been  manifested  in  the  proceeding  of  the  Legislature. 

Provisions,  favorable  to  the  poor  and  imprisoned  debtor,  have  followed  in  unin- 
terrupted succession,  while  none  are  found  of  an  opposite  character.  This  circum- 
stance furnishes  strong  evidence  that  the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  this  State 
hs3  been  favorable  to  the  repeal  of  the  law  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  But 
|he  question  is  referred  to  the  Legislature,  whether  the  time  has  arrived  for  soch 
a  repeal,  or  whether  any  alteration  should  bo  made  in  the  present  law  at  thb 
time ;  and  the  decision,  when  formed,  resulting  from  the  collected  wisdom  of  the 
State,  will  undoubtedly  be  founded  in  good  reason  and  sound  policy.'' 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Simon  Grcenleaf,  dated  Portland,  Aug.  24, 1830. 

» 

"^My  dear  Sir — I  have  considered,  as  far  as  my  avocations  would  permit,  the 
questions  you  wero  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  under  date  of  April  19,  r€)qpecting  im- 
prisonment for  debt. 

The  legislation  on  this  subject  seems  to  have  been  founded  partly  on  the  notion 
that  the  non-payment  of  a  debt  was  in  all  cases  a  crime,  and  partly  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  debtor  was  always  able,  but  unwilling,  to  pay,  and  therefore  required 
(h  3  coercion  of  a  Prison.  Both  these,  principles  have  been  partially  abandoned; 
and  some  corresponding  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  laws  respecting  im- 
prisonment. But,  taken  as  a  system,  they  cannot,  even  now,  be  regarded  as  pos- 
sessing much  harmony  of  proportion,  or  as  producing  much  benefit  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

In  the  course  of  twenty-four  years'  practice  at  the  bar,  I  have  known  little  good 
to  result  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  am  inclined  to  doubt  whether  all  the 
sums  collected  in  any  one  county  by  that  operation  would  amount  to  as  much  as 
the  expenses  of  all  the  commitments  in  that  county,  during  the  same  period  of  time. 
tt  should  be  con^dered,  however,  that  the  fear  of  a  Prison  has,  very  probably,  led 
many  to  make  effi>rts  for  the  payment  of  their  debts,  which  otherwise  they  might 
^ever  have  attempted ;  but  it  is  also  apparent  that  the  former  laws  may  have  had 
much  more  of  this  efiect  than  the  present  lenient  code.  And  it  should  also  be  no- 
ticed that,  ever  since  the  revolution,  the  course  of  legislation,  at  least  in  the  New 
England  States,  has  been  steadily  progressive  towards  the  exemption  of  the  debtor 
from  restraint  I  suppose  that  it  will  not  go  back.  There  ought,  doubtless,  to  be 
something  In  the  law  which  may  serve  to  deter  improvident  and  inc<msiderate 
persons  from  incurring  debts  without  any  regard  to  their  ability  to  discharge  them. 
And  perhaps  the  existing  laws  may  have  had  some  such  effect.  But  there  ought 
also  to  be  something  which  may  operate  to  deter  creditors  from  permitting  or  encour- 
aging such  persons  to  contract  de^ts  beyond  their  power  to  pay.  Probably  many 
bad  debts  may  be  traced,  as  well  to  urgent  offers  of  goods,  at  an  almost  unlimited 
credit,  as  to  the  unrestrained  inclination  to  buy. 

The  present  system  seems  to  be  particularly  faulty,  in  making  no  discrimination 
among  the  various  classes  of  judgment  debtors;  consigning  to  one  common  Prison, 
and  treating  in  the  same  manner,  as  well  the  honest  man,  who  incurred  his  debt 
with  the  fairest  prospects,  and  the  most  upright  intentions,  frustrated  by  t>.e  provi- 
dence of  God,  as  the  defrauder,  the  swindler,  the  wilful  trespasser,  and  the  slan- 
<lerer.  Admitting  the  debtor  to  be  merely  unfortunate,  willing  to  pay,  but  una- 
ble, I  see  nothing  but  fruitless  barbarity  in  committing  him  to  Prison. 

It  is  much  easier  to  point  out  the  faulte  in  any  human  system  than  to  devise  a 
remedy  for  them,  since  all  human  systems  must  come  short  of  perfection.  But  if, 
as  t  remedy  for  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  were  to  be  abolished  altogeth- 
er hi  cases  of  contract,  I  should  think  that  the  facilities  of  the  creditor,  for  the  col- 
lection of  his  debt  from  the  property  of  the  debtor,  ought  at  the  same  time  to  be  in- 
creased. Let  the  debtor,  for  instance,  be  liable  to  arrest  on  me«ne  process,  so  far 
as  to  be  held  to  an  examination  under  oath,  touching  the  property  he  may  possess, 
and  to  which  the  creditor  might  resort ;  subject  to  such  imitations  as  might  t)0 
deemed  expedient.  Let  the  cre(?itor  have  more  ready  across  to  the  convicncc  of 
his  debtor,  by  way  of  personal  exarrinatlon.  Let  the  courts  have  unlirrited  chan- 
cery jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  fraud,  trust,  and  account;  so  that  all  persons, 
connected  in  any  mo'^e  with  the  property  of  the  debtor,  may  be  examined  un- 
der oath,  and  compelled  to  disclose  and  produce  it.    Increase  the  penalties  against 
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fraud,  as  well  as  the  modes  of  puniahment ;  and  extend  them  to  all  ^ases  of  the 
eonyeyance  or  concealment  of  property  to  defraud  creditors.  And  provide,  if  deem- 
ed expedient,  that,  when  a  debtor  has  arrived  at  a  certain  point  in  his  affairs,  his 
property  may  all  be  sequestered  and  divided  equally  among  all  his  creditors.  If, 
in  some  such  modes  as  these,  or  in  some  other  and  better,  the  path  of  fraud  could 
be  hedf^ed  up,  and  the  collection  of  debts  be  nAAe  more  certain  and  easy,  I  should 
think  that  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  all  cases  of  contract,  might  safely  be  abolished, 
with  the  approbation  even  of  creditors  themselves. 

I  say  nothing  of  trespassers,  fraudulent  debtors,  and  the  whole  class  of  wrong-do- 
en,  to  whom  your  inquiries  do  not  extend,  and  whose  cases  seem  to  me  to  deserve 
a  distinct  and  wholly  diflerent  plan  of  treatment,  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  older 
laws." 

Thus  we  have  given  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  public  opin- 
ion ou  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Having  done  this,  we  have  executed  the  plan  which  we  had  propos- 
ed to  ourselves  for  this  Report.  We  have  given  a  brief  outline  of  the 
progress  of  the  reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  year.  We  have  stated 
what  measures  have,  been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers  concern- 
ing the  Reports  of  the  Society.  We  have  given  some  of  the  results  of 
Mir  inquiries,  and  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  what  we  consider-an  expres- 
sion of  public  opinion  on  the  subject 

Having  executed  the  plan  of  the  Report,  we  submit  the  question, 
whether  any  good  has  been  effected  by  the  Society,  and  whether  any 
farther  good  is  in  prospect ;  and  if  so,  whether  the  Society  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  patronised,  as  in  years  past,  in  a  good  degree,  according  to 
the  extent  of  its  necessities  ? 

F2 
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Ctrtlrr,  nioy 
CiutM,  Cliariaa  P. 
Ca«b,  a  friend, 
Cath,  a  friend, 
Dana,  Epfcraim 
IXuiielLOtia 
l>avfs,  Thoona  A. 
Doane,  6.  W. 
Dole,  Daniel 
Edward*,  ifemy 
Rdwardf ,  Henry 
Eliot,  8amoel  A. 
Emerson,  G.  B. 
Enatii,  William  T. 
Erarta,  Jeremiah 
Evartg,  Jeremiah 
Fatrbanka  &  Loring 
Flagg,  Jofiah 
Flotcher,  Richard 
Francif .  Darid 
A  friend 

Fuller,  Timothy 
Fallerton 
Gilbert,  8amuel 
Gray,  Francii  C. 
Grant,  Moses 
Grant  Sl  Daniell 
Groon,  David 
Green,  David 
Gronvenor,  Lemoal  P. 
Halo,  Enoch 
Haskell,  Edward 
I  lay  ward,  Gaorga 
Ifpad,  George  E. 
Hill,  Henry 
Hill,  Henry 
HillUrd  William 
Hobart,  Albert 
Holmes,  Henry 
Holmes  St  Homer 
Homer,  G.  J. 
Howard.  Bonjamia 
Howo,  Hall  J. 
Howe,  Jamae 
Huwe,  Jamea 
Howe,  James 
Hubbard,  Bamoel 
HubbanI,  Samuel 
Hubbard,  William  J. 
Jaekwo,  Ward 
Jaokaon,  Charlai 
Jackson,  Jamaa 
Jackson,  P.  T. 
Jobnaon,  Samiwl 
Knowlea,  Jamaa  D. 
Udy 
Lawraaea,  Amoa 


5 
S 
C 
9 

9% 

9 
1 

9 

la 
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3 

9 

9 

9 

9 
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9 

9 
10 
10 

3 

9 

5 

9 

4 

5 

9 

9 
10 

9 

9 

9 
90 

9 
JO 

3 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

6 

5 

5 

9 
10 
15 
10 

9 

9 

5 
10 

5 
10 
10 

9 

9 
10 
10 
10 

9 

9 
10 
10 

9 

9 


50 


part  lor  iifr 
nifrey,  JokaG. 
Palfi«7,J.G. 

Puit,  Amaaa 

Potter,  Afcmo 
Priebard,  (^haaa 
Rand,  Asa 
Reports  aold 
Rogors,  EdoMBMi 
Reynolds,  WiUiam  U. 
Reynolds,  Edward 
Richards,  Joaeph     > 
Ricbardsoo,  J.  B. 
Riehardsoo,  J. 
Rogers,  Georga 
Ropes,  Hardy 
Seudder,  Charlea 
Seodder,  Charlea 
Shimmin,  William 
Shaw,  R.  O. 
Stono,  William  L. 
Sullivan,  John 
Saflurd,  Daniel 
Sutford,  Daniel 
Swett,  Samoel 
Stoddard,  Charlea 
Stoddard.Charica 
Sumner,  Bradford 
Tappan,  Charlea 
Tappan,  Charlea 
Tappan,  John 
Tappan,  John 
Tappan,  John 
TbateW,  Poter  O. 
Train,  Samuol 
Train,  Samuel 
Tuckerman,  Edward 
Tufts,  James 
Twombly,  Alexander 
Vooa,  Reuben 
Wata,  Mark 
Walker,  Esra 
WateratOD,  Robert 
Whitmarab,  Thomaa 
Wigglaaworth,  Edward 
WiTlts,  Horatio  M. 
Willia,  Natlu 
WIBey,  Nawtoa 
Willl4iM.Willu4 
Wan**,  Mm  C. 
Wiackrafi, 


90 
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Wiathnp,  Thomu  L.  10 

Wintosworth,  Thooiaa  5 

WoiihiuUMi,  William  5 

WhwlwTight,  Lot  10 

WiMer,  Baaj.  B.  5 

Bniamtn,  Sineoa  9 

Cub  1 
C«rroI,D.  L.,  from  ladiat  in 

hit  aoeiety  30 

Rart,  Samiwl  3 

yao  Sioileiin,  Adrian  5 

Bubour,  Imac  R. 

Camhridgt. 

HoitoD,  Andrews  5 


10 

9 
9 


Chaplin,  James  P  by  WU- 

iiam  J.  Habbard 
I^rry,  David 
Pood,  Booeh 

CatskOlf  Jf,  r. 

Adams,  John 

B«Qghlin,  Peter 

Brace,  A. 

Childfaa 

Coil,  W.  H. 

Children  near  Catakill 

Cook, A. 

Cooke,  Thnraas  B. 

Crane,  Daoiel 

Oij.Oaleb 

Day,  B.  B. 

Odj,  Orrin 

Dvif  bt,  B.  W. 

Eliiot,  J.  6. 

6riiw-W.  B. 
HaiTTboaiaa 
Hawler,  Esra 
Ri)l,Hiiand 
Hyde,  Ilenrv 
Hvde,  Wilkes 
MelnetrT,  ■. 
Mewck,  P.  T. 
Fnfield,  &  L. 
Porter,  Addison, 
Porter,  Duvid 
Enow,  Freeman 
Sale,  Robert 
Tappan,  William 
Vu  Vectcn,  A. 
Wihoo,  P.  N. 
feomaas,8. 

Chm-UMtan,  &'  C. 
Betbtme,  O.  W.,  from  his 

mother 
ConiiB|r,  Jasper 

ChertMleisn,  Mus, 
Austin,  William 
I^oaae,  John 
Peonrr,  J.  P. 
Pliat,  9. 
Jaeksoa,  Henrr 
Kidder,  Samoel 
Melntire,  E.  P. 
Skiltoo,  If. 
Tnlb,  Amoe 
Wtrreo,  Isaac  9 

CIsrry  FoUsy,  JV.  T, 
Magher.  mer  9 

Mone,  Jamee  C.  9 


9 
1 
9 

1  64 
1 

91 
9 
30 
9 
9 
9 
» 
9 
9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

50 

37 
9 
9 
9 

95 


30 
30 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 


CkiiUmmgo,  A*.  T. 

Aermao,  David  A.  1 

CWaesrrf,  M\  H. 

Abbot,  NaUwniel  1 

fio«UMi,N.  9 

Carter,  Esra  1 

f'MM,  Asaph  1 

?i8tcher,  Pamnel  9 

Haddock,  W.T.  9 


K«nt|  George  9 

Mornl,  Samoel  1 

Palmer,  Dudk^  8.  9 

Pickering,  William  9 

Coxaeki*.  Jf.  T, 
A  friend  50 

HoUeobeck,  Rhoda  9 

Cra/Ubmryf  Ft, 

Congregational  Society  9  50 

DtunerSf  JIUus. 

Cash  1 

Contribation  13  90 
Cowles,  George,  by  his    . 

people  30 

CowIm,  George  9 

Crane,  Samoel  I 

Daniels,  D.  9 

Daniels,  Robert  8.  1 

Frothiogham,  I.  9 

Frost,  Caleb  S.  9 

Oakes,  Caleb  30 

Oeboroe,  Joseph  9 
Otobome,  Sylvester             «  9 

Pool,  Ward  9 

Poor,  Enoch  9 

Poor,  Nathan  1 

Robbins,  Thomu  1 

Sanger,  Abner  9 

Sbillaber,  Ebeneser  9 

Smith,  Caleb  9 

Sutton,  William  9 

Upton,  Elijah  10 

V/imams,HaIachl  1 

EKtabtthtmn,  A*.  J. 

Crane,  James  9 

J.  D.  P.  1 

Kellogg,  Elijah  9 

Meeker,  David  9 

SnlUvan,  George  9 

tUkkiUt  JV.  r. 

Christie,  Albert  9 

Hufher.  J.  9 

Hyer,  W.  8.  9 

Leonard,  William  B.  9 

Osergio. 

Clay,  Thomas  B.  10 

Asi^n,  JV.  H, 
Harrb,  Roswell. 

Hartford^  Gvnii. 

Ellsworth,  William  9 

Goodman,  Richard  9 

Goodwin  Sl  Co.  9 

Peet,  Harvey  P.  9 

Terrr,  Rhoderio  9 

Wells,  James  R.  9 

IVhtting,  Charles  9 

Woodbridge,  Ward  9 

ITaverJkiU,  Man. 

Contribution  13 
Keeley.  George,  from  his 

people.  30 

Phelps,  Dudley  3 
Phelps.  Dudley,  from  his 

people,  30 

JTiidMn,  JV.  T, 
A  friend  50 

Bame,  Jeremiah  9 
Coffin,  W.  H.  50 

Martin,  Robert  50 

Mellen,  James  9 

Plait,  Israel  9 

Punderson,  F.  9 

Root,  B.  9 

Siooe,  Silas  9 

Skinner,  H.  ?.  1 

Tbarston,  Edward  C.  9 
Van  Dusen,  P.  80 


Crane,  EliasW.  9 

Lamherson,  David  9 

Lamberson,  Mrs.  9 

Sbelton,  Nathan  9 

Van  Wyek,  Wiekes  9 

Wtekes,  Eliphalet  10 

Garlield,  T.  X 

Hedges,  WilUam  1 

Janes,  Mrs.  3 

Janes,  Horace  3 

Parinole,  J.  P.  9 

Reid,  James  3 

Seeley,  9.  ] 

Wickware  1 

LuHam,  Ft, 

Cannon,  Frederic  £.  10 

MarU$kead. 
Hooper,  Nathaniel,  by 
bb  mother,  Sarah  h. 

Hooper  30 

MamachuMt^a  JUgislslm'tf 
For  603  copies  of  tks  - 
4tb  Report  150 

MiUttm^Mau.     • 

Bent,  Josiah  I 

Davis,  William  1 

Metcalf,  Nathan  3 

Townsend  *    59 

Tucker,  Jesse  I 

A*siearifc,  JV.  J, 

Beach,  Ephraim  9 

Bruen^  James  9 
Cootrtbutiun,                   .-    ft  5<> 

Condit,  John  8.  9 

Coudit,  Silos  9 

Cross.  Abraham  3 

Dougherty,  Alex.  A.  3 
Giflurd.A.                       c    ft 

Goble,  Luther  R 

Hum  blower,  Joeepb  C.  1 

Heddcn,  James  R 
Hodden,  James  N.  ■  R 
Hays,  I).  J.                      ..  ft 

Jacobus,  Peter  ft 

Park^  Edson  9 

IVnnington,  William  ft 

Pierson,  Stephen  H.  3 

Rankin,  William  9 

Rhode,  George  ft 

Shipman,  Aaron  ft 

Tichenor,  David  ft 
Tracy,  John                       •    ft 

Tuttlo,  William  9 

Van  Courtland,  Stephen  ft 

Vanderpool,  J.  ft 

Ward,  Aaron  9 

Wheeler,  J.  L.  ft 

Whitehead,  Asa  3 

Wilbur,  Rodney  3 

JiTtw  Bnuuwickf  JV*.  J. 

Mollson,  Q.  P.  3 

Sundry  persons  3  SO 

JtntwUrg,  Jf,  r. 

Belknap,  Abel  3 

Brown,  Jamos  8.  3 
Cook.  Ruth  50 

Corwin,  B.  H.  3 

Farrington,  Daniel  3 

Lander,  Benjamin  3 

Liw,  Bovoridge,  db  Co.  5 

Roe,  JelTeraon  3 

JVknefricry,  Mtu$, 
Miltlmore,  James. 

JiTewburjfpari, 
Whipple,  Charles,  donation 
in  books  to  ooosUtttle  Bar* 


400 


PRISON  DlSeirUNft  BOGXBTT. 


TO 


ber.  of  BjMA  t  Harru, 
of  IJampton  ;  Millimora, 
of  Newbury ;  and  Hoi- 
hrook,  of  Bowloy,  life 
nMfubora. 

JV«ie  Havnif  Gnm. 

Baldwin,  R.  S.  9 

Baldwin,  O.  S.  3 

Bradley,  Abraham  S 

Bradley,  L.  1 

Brewster,  Jamei  9 

Candee,  L.  9 

Clark,  iotmph  M.  9 

CutMr,  William  9 

DagfAtt,  David,  9 

Day,  Jeremiah  9 

Dow,  N.  M.  9 

Dwight,  Heory  S.  9 

Dwight,  Timothy  9 

Dwight,  9.  B.  9 

Fitch,  Eleaier  T.  9 

Forbes  &  Soa  9 
Goodrich,  Chauneey  A.         9 

Hotehkiss,  H.  &  L.  9 

Hotchkiss,  RiMsall  9 

Hall,  Sidney  9 

Bull.  Esther  9 

Hitchcock,  9.  K.  9 

Ives,  Eli  9 

Jarman,  F.  T.  9 

Kimherly,  Denoia  9 

Kinsley.  James  L.  9 

Knight,  Jonathan  9 

LeflSngwiil,  WilUam  9 

Maitby,  A.  H.  9 

Munton,  Eooas  9 

Peck,  N.  9 

Pond.  C.  H.  9 

Pynchoo,  H.  R.  9 

Robinson,  George  9 

Sherman,  Roger  9 

Silliman,  Boimmln  9 

Smith,  Theophilus  9 

Townsend,  VV.  K.  9 

Trowbridge.  Henry  9 

TownseoiT,  Isaac  H.  9 

TownsoDd,  IsaaA  9 

Twining,  Stephen  9 

Totlen,  George  9 

White,  Dyer  9 

Whitney,  UearlettA  9 

Aldrak.  A.  D.  9 

Allen,  Mooes  5 

Allen,  Stcnhen  90 

Ames,  R.  N.  9 

Appleton,  D.  9 

Baldwin,  M.  9 

Bales.  James  C.  9 

Blatchfurd,  R.  M.  9 

B.  G.  W.  9 

'Banks,  W.  9 

Barnum,  E.  P.  9 

BserSf  A*  1 

Blise,  Elam  5 

Blisi,  James  C.  10 

Booth,  Wm.  A.  9 

Bowerbank,  S.  9 
Broadhead,  Dr.,  by  ladivt 

in  his  society,  30 

Brooman,  J.  10 

Brouks,  J.  9 

Brown,  Mr.  9 

Browor,  J.  L.  9 

Brower,  Jacob  9 

Browor,  John  6 

Brower,  John  9 

Brownlee,  W.  C.  9 

Brown.  Silaa  3 

Burr,  Edwin  9 

Cash,  9  (  do.  3,  ft 


Cash, 

Cash,  1 ',  do.  1, 

Cash,  9  -y  do.  I, 

Cash,  5  *,  do.  1, 

Cash,  1 ;  do.  JM)  •,  do.  ,50, 

Cash,  1 }  do.  1 :  do.  1, 

Cash,  1 }  do.  IpO. 

Cash,  9 }  do.  9  *,  do.  JSO, 

Cash,  2;  do.  1 ;  do.  1, 

Cash,  5:  do.  1 :  do.  1, 

Cash,  ,50;  do.  1  *,  do.  1, 

Cash,  1 ;  do.  1 ;  do.  50, 

Oa«b,  3  ;  do.  3  ;  da  1, 

Cash,  2 }  do.  Li  do.  1, 

Cash,  2 ;  do.  1 }  do.  1, 

Cash,  Ij  do.  1 ;  do.  9,  . 

Cash,  ^  ;  do.  2, 

Cash  1 ;  do.  1, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash,  1 ;  do.  1, 

Cash,  for  Report, 

Cash,  2 :  caah  9, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash,  9 ;  do.  I ;  do.  1, 

Cash,  JM -f  do.  1  i  io.  Ij 

Caah,  1  ;  do.  ^50, 

Cash,  1  ^  do.  9, 

Caah,  1 }  do.  1, 

Caah,  9 ;  do.  9, 

Carlton,  C.  G. 

Carrick.  Robert 

Caswell,  N. 

CauldwelKE. 

Chester.Thoaaa 

Clapp,  B. 

Cobb,  Oliver 

Cock,  Thomas 

Coekrano,  A.  O. 

Collins,  J.  B. 

Connor,  James 

Cornello,  R.  G. 

Cox,  Samuel  H.,  from  la- 
dies in  his  society 

Crosley.  W.  B. 

Day,  W.  A. 

Day,  Asa 

Day.  Mahlon 

De  Witt,  Peter 

Dyefcman, 

De  Witt,  Thomas 

Devoe,  G. 

Drake,  Jacob 

Durjoo,  Richard 

Dwight,  G.  A. 

Earle,  Bylvoster 

Eflgarton,  A.  T. 

Eastman,  Jonathan 

Eastburo,  Manton,  from 
ladies  in  his  society, 

Elliot.  John  M. 

Ely,  Abner 

Fanshaw,  Daniel 

Falconer,  Archibald 

Farlin,  W.  B. 

Fenn,  Gaius 

Few,  Catharine 

Field,  H.  W. 

Folger,  B.  H. 

Foot,  M. 

Freeman,  P. 

Fuller,  Robert 

Goodwio.Eli 

Grafloo,  N.  O. 

Oriaeom,  John 

Grosvenor, 

Hanuaet, 


50 
50 
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3 

9 

4 

4 
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950 

950 
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995 
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4 
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9 
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9 
9 
4 
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9 
4 
9 
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9 
9 
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9 


5 
9 
9 
9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
b 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

30 
9 
5 
9 

30 
3 
9 
5 
5 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
1 


HalMy,  J.  C. 

Hannah,  ^ 
Halloek,  Gomrd 
Haines,  R.  T. 
Hull,  C.  D. 
Halstead.  C.  O. 
HdviUnd,  C.  D. 
Havens,  Gabriel 
Hinadalo,  Henry 
Hoffman,  Murray 
Hoffman,  P.  V. 
Hoit,  Lucius 
Height,  Henry 
HolJcn,  Edward 
Holden,  Horace 
Holden,  Thomaa 
Hoe,  Robert 
Holmes,  Silas 
Holmes.  Obadiah 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howe,  Calvin  W. 
Humphreys,  Elijah 
Hunter,  iohn 
Hutchinson,  R.  L 
Hurd,  John  R. 
Hudbert,  J. 
Hyde,  a 
Ives,  A.  W. 
Jamea,  Henry 
Jamos,  Henry 
Jonas,  D.  8. 
Jones,  Robert 
Kelso,  Jamea 
Kent,  James 
King,  Charles 
Kipp,  Leonard 
Knigfl^  A. 
Lambert,  Sovdam 
Lawrence,  C.  W. 
Leavitt,  Joahua 
Leoon,  F. 
Little,  W.  H. 
Lookwood,  R. 
Littlofield,  N. 
Lond,  Bloaaer 

K'    aes,  Samuel 
irvio,  Francis 
Maaon,  Cyrus  W.,  tgr 

in  his  society 
Meigs,  D.  B. 
Mead  &  Saekett 
Murray,  Hannah 
Muorv,W. 

Manderville,  WUUaa 
McCackrea, 
Marvin,  H. 
Marvin.  A.  8. 
Maxwell,  Hugh 
McComb,  John 


9 
9 
S 
& 
ft 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
3 
1 
9 
9 
9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
ft 
9 
1 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

30 

9 
9 

9 
5 

9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 


McAuloy^  Thomas,  lirasn 
ladies  in  Rutgers-atreet 

church.  30 

Morton,  John  A.  jua.  9 

Moore.  John  H.  9 

Molt,  Jordan  9 

Nelson,  T.  8.  9 

Nitchie,  John  9 

Nevins,  B.  L.  9 

Nail,  John  9 

North,  John  9 

Peek,  A.  9 
Patton,  Wm.,  (Vom  ladie» 

in  his  society,  30 

Parker,  Jamas  9 

Pieiaon,  Elijah  % 

Ptorrit,  Pelaliah  30 

Phyfe,  Robert  9 

Piatt,  G.  W.  9 

Ptettibone,  N.  P.  9 

Piatt,  J.  9 

PheljM,  George  9 

Phyle,  John  9 

Pieioa,  O.  9 
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Fast,  G«orM  D.  S 

Pt«t,  Joel  00 

Proudfoot,  L.  9 

Rhode*,  Mrs.  A.  3 

Robbios,  A.  S 

Ruserv,  Joints  II.  3 

Rwell,  EL  A.  3 

Rancll,  Efflaooel  9 

SefttoD,  y.  9 

fiej^dam.  Jaibm  9 

Sb«w,  Jaflm  10 

Saw,  Abel  9 

Stiipmao,  Geof|e  P.  9 

SilUoian,  W.  9 

Srakh  &  Wheeler  9 

l^itb,  James  9 

Sfltilb,  LiCiDoel  9 

St.  John,  Charles  9 

0U  John,  H.  9 

Sle«ett8,  John  C.  30 

Stanton,  George  H.  9 

Staples,  8.  P.  9 

Starr,  Charles  9 
8pria»,  Gntdnetf  from  )ar 

dies  la  hts  socmty,  30 

StokM,  Ileorr  9 

ftrony,  G.  W.  9 

fliranx,  B.  9 

StarfUi,  J.  0 

Siranton.  Robert  9 

T&ylcM-,  J.  B.  1 

Taylor,  KDowlae  9 

Tappoo,  Arthar  90 

Tbeker,  Moees  9 

Tucker,  R.  I.  I 

Tbanton.J.  P.  9 

Tooies,  Praocia  9 

Tracy,  F.  A.  9 

Walker,  Chartoe  9 

Walker,  Joseph  5 

Ward,  John  9 

Warner,  H.E.  9 

Watts,  Joba  9 

Wetmore,  A.  R.  9 

WetnMHe,  Noab  5 

WKmore,  David  W.  9 

Wickham,  J.  D.  9 

Wbeeler,  Eponelns  9 

Wbcelcr,  H.  9 

Wheelwrijrfat,  John  9 
Wbeelwrigbt,  WilUam         9 

White,  E.  3 

White,  Eli  9 

W'hitoey,  Stephen  5 

Wiban,Georn  9 

Wilbur,  Marco*  9 

Wiaurton,  WfUiam  9 

Woodrair,  Joba  O.  9 

Wright,  John  9 

Wj^dr,  B.  &  9 

Solliraa,  John  !•.  9 


PkiladapkU,  Pmm. 

Allen,  Solomon  30 

Bassett,  Thomae  5 

Bird,  Charles  5 

Carey  &  Lea  10 

Carey,  Matthew  5 

Carey,  Matthew  30 

Culliiia,  Iiiaac  10 

Collins.  Thomas  5 

Copo,  Alfrod  9 

Cope,  Thomas  P.  5 

Henry,  Alexander  30 

Henry,  J.  S.  5 

Here,  Jacob  5 

Sehott,  Thomas  3 

PcrUandf  Jt: 

Cross,  Nathaniel  9 

Hyde,  WUliam  3 

Knowlton,  John  9 

Libbey.  DsiTid  1 

Ladd,  Henry  9 

Miller,  J.  K.  1 

P.  $1  i  cash,  50  ets.  1  50 

Parker,  N.  9 

Putnam,  Israel  6 

Watorbary,  J.  B.  9 

Wheelwright,  E.  9 

PoughkupaUf  JV.  F. 
Cnyler,   Cornelius,  from 

ladies  in  his  society  X 

W  ilkinson,  R.  9 

Wilkinson,  W.  1 

Princctoii.  a^.  J, 

Alexander,  Archibahi  9 

Caroahan,  Dr.  9 

Clow,  HcnrT  9 

Lowrey,  John  9 

McLean,  John  9 

Miller,  Sumoel  9 

Patton,  9 

ScheDcV,  J.  G.  9 

Voorhees,  R.  9 

Woodholi,  O.  S.  9 

Readings  Mass. 

Reid,  JureU  9 

Rcid,  Sarah  9 

RowleWf  Mass, 
Holbrook,  Wilford. 

Salem,  Mass. 

White,  Stephen  30 

Schsmctadffy  Jf,  T, 

Alexander.  Steplien  9 

Brobston,  William  9 
Fairman,                                    50 

Van  Vecten,  J.  9 

Yates,  J.  C.  9 


Hitchcock 


Satg  Sy ,  JV.  r. 


MeKoicfat  9 

Prke,  Jeremiah  9 

Saeconmay  Plabu,  JV.  /. 

Bilfainl,  Charles  9 

TopsJUld,  Mass. 

Cosh,  S 

Cleveland,  N.  9 

Huntington  1 

Porkios,  Abi|ail  1 
Perkins,  Benjamin 

Petley,  Kathaniel  1 

Stone,  Jeremiah  9 
Wildes,  Rachel 

Trenton,  A*.  J. 

Alexandttr,  James  W.  9 

TVgr,  A*,  r. 

Bigv'ltfW,  T.  B.  9 

Blatchford,  T.  W.  9 

Buol,  D.  9 

ChicliBster,  J.  9 

Corning,  Gordon  9 

Grant,  G.  9 

HoUey,  B.  1 

Jcpsoo,  Bdward  9 

Lyroao,  Charles  1 

Pierce,  C.  9 

Rankin,  Jamea  9 

Raymond,  James  1 

Schoonlioven,  J.  V.  9 

Tibbeu,  George  9 
Tucker,  Mark,  from  ladies 

of  hlsaveifly  30 

Vaill,  Georgo  9 

Weed,  A.  9 

Wickes,  Jamea  1 

Faraieat. 

For  Reports  95. 

WicUet^Brd,  JV*.  P* 

Checver,  E.  9 

Doe,  N.  B.  9 

Douglass,  I.  H.  9 

KimbftU,  Elijah  H.  9 

Seritcfc,  William  9 

trethst^fieid,  Ft, 
Contribution,  by  the  hanA 

of  James  Convera  9 

WsUunfitU^  Cram. 

Bock,  D.  B.  9 

Buck,  Winthrop  9 

Goodrich,  Jossp  % 

Goodrich,  Joshua  9 

Goodrich,  Sim#oa  9 

Pilflbniy,  Aroot  9 

Pilaburv,  Mooes  C.  5 

Riley,  Martha  9 

Robbins,  Ashor  9 

Stillman,  Timothy  3 

Sfcaatt,  Abraham  9 

Teaney,  C.  J.  9 


SO 


95 


Toul  omdunt  of  cash  acknowMfBd  io  tba  abova  Ust« 
■Add  error  io  addition, 

Dodoet  three  atihacriptioofl  of  (9  eaeh,  tntorad  bat  sot  pai4» 


34* 


$3,358  70 
89 

$3,359  58 
6 

93,353  59 
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1830. 


II 

C  w 


Naxaber  of  Priaonen, 

Malw, 

FenuJet, 

Colored  Males, 

Dtscbamil  at  Expiration  of  Sentence, 

Pardonea,        '. 

Americans, 

Foreigneiv, 

Perjury, 

For  Laroenj, 

Other  Crimes, 

Counterfeiting, 

Forgery, 

Aataclt  to  RaTisb,       

AanulttoKill,        

Maiulaoghter, 

Murder 

Adultery  and  Lewdness, 

Horse-stealing,        

Bigamy, 

Borglary, 

Rape, 

Arson,        

Average' Number  in  the  Hospital,     .    .     . 

Average  Number  of  Deaths 

On  2d  Commitment, 

"3d  "  .        

Receired  into  the  Prison  in  1820,      .    .    . 

"  1821,      .    .    . 

«  "  1822,      .    .     . 

"  1823,      .    .    . 

"  "  1824,      .    .    . 

"  "  18^,      .     .    . 

"  •*         idae,    .   .  . 

"  •«  1827,      .     .     . 

"  «  1828,      .    .    . 

"  1829,      .     .    . 

Number  of  Sleeping  Rooms, 

»*  **  New  Prison,      . 

Number  of  Officers, 

Warden's  Salary, 

Deputy  Warden's, 

Clerks 

Overseer's, 

Orerseer*s, 

Ov«rseer*s, 

Physician's, 

Guard's, 

Chaplain's, 

Total  Expanses, 

Total  Earninge, 


Ul 

88 

3 

2 

44 

5 

70 

12 

1 

58 

1 

5 

4 

7 

3 

6 

1 

5 


4 

1 

26 
2 


26 
5(i 
58 
35 
55 
47 
70 

12 

$700 

;i40 

340 
340 
300 
280 
100 


7062 

7504 


5 
5 1 


lU; 
109 

5 
15 
23 
88 
21 

2 
63 

15 

6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

6 

3 

4 

4 

2 

20 

2 

49 

30 

30 

29 

38 

35 

44 

22 

32 

24 

30 

134i 

13 

$850 

400 

180 

350 

132 

108 

2)0 
8050 
7000 


IS 


149 

127 

4 

18 

30 

5 


37 

28 
3 
6 


8 
30 

30 

4 

5 
3 
12 
15 
31 
5 
93 
80 
104 
83 
62 
24 
47 
44 
54 
46 


$2000 
600 
(iOO 
500 
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138 
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12 


137 
13 
1 
67 
6 
9 
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12 
5 
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1 
2i> 

6 

1 
12 

3 
15 

61 
58 
47 
50 
49 
75 
63 
75 
44 
77 
60 
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300 
300 


150 
2u4 

144243 
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REPORT 

OF   THE 

JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  AND  ASSEMBLY, 

or   THE 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 
APPOINTED  TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  STATE  PRISON. 

January,  1830. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  aeeounts  of  the  State  Prison,  and  f»  tehieh 
was  assigned  the  add  tional  duty  of  reporting  a  system  qf  Prison  diseipfine, 
beg  Uate  further  to  report : 

That,  in  order  to  muke  a  tboroueh  investigation  into  the  afiairs  of  the  Prison,  so 
lar  ai  it  regards  the  discipline  of  the  same,  and  the  manner  in  which  its  afHiin 
■have  been  conducted,  the  legislature,  by  resolution,  empowered  the  committee  to 
send  forperson^  and  papers. 

By  virtue  of  lhi<t  authority,  your  committee  have  examined  wi!h  gp%at  particular- 
ity into  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  have  arranged  the  evidence  under 
diflfirent  heads. 

The  principal  object  has  been  to  show  the  difficulty,  under  the  present  construe* 
tion  ami  arrangement  of  the  buildings,  shopj  and  offices,  to  enforce  a  proper  disci> 
pline,  and  also  to  paint  out  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  present  arrangement. 

4st.     On  the  Construction. 

The  Guard  Room  i<*  on  the  north-west  coiner  of  the  building.  It  commands 
a  view  of  neither  the  yard,  the  shops  the  wings,  or  the  walls  of  the  Pri^iOD.  Here 
the  principal  keeper,  and  the  clerk,  who  acts  as  deputy,  transact  much  of  their 
budnc<«:9 ;  and  while  they  do  this  they  know  nothing  from  actual  observation,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  conduct  of  the  as>»stant  keepers,  or  pri^ners,  in  any  part  of 
the  establishment.  They  might  as  well  he  placed  in  one  of  the  solitary  cells,  so 
far  as  the  instpection  and  control  of  the  PiiH>u  is  concerned.  The  prisoners  might 
ri<4e  upon  the  under  keepers  in  the  shops ;  the  •pri'^nftrs  in  the  cells  of  either  the 
north  or  8ou?h  wing,  mii;ht  make  their  escape  ;  the  sentinel,  on  the  wall,  might 
sleep  at  hi*  pott,  and  the  principal  keeper  and  hii  deputy,  in  the  euard  room,  be  co 
far  removed  from  healing,  and  cut  ofTtiom  sight,  as  to  know  nothing  of  it  Instead 
of  this,  the  guard  room  should  command,  from  one  position,  the  range  of  cells,  the 
whole  yartl,  the  prisoners  in  the  shops  under  their  respective  ofiieers,  and  the  aen- 
tlnel  on  the  wall ;  then  the  principal  keeper,  from  the  guard  room,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, hii  deputy,  commands  the  whole  esrablinhment. 

Again,  the  Night  Rooms  arc  not  sufficientljr  numerous  to  separate  the  men. 
They  are  put  two,  three,  and  four,  in  a  room  ;  and  the  rooms  are  so  eoiMlnicled, 
that  the  men  can  freely  communicate  from  window  (o  window,  and  from  door  to 
'tloor,  and  from  the  building  to  the  street.  Besides  all  thi«,  the  halls,  by  the  «ide  of 
which  the  nlKht  rooms  are  arranged,  are  separated  fiom  the  passage  leading  to  the 
room  where  the  wa*ch  i«  on  dtfty,  by  solid  doors,  with  complicated  fastenings,  and  this 
pas-ar^e  by  other  doors  from  the  guard  room.  Thus  the  prisoners,  by  the  construe* 
tion  of  the  nieht  room«,  are  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  the  inppection  or  con- 
trol of  the  subordinate  ollcers.  In  consequence  of  this,  we  shall  see,  in  the  progress 
of  the  Report,  how  many  plans  of  mi^bief  are  devised,  and  how  many  escapes  are 
eflected,  from  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  the  night  rooms. 


61  nrru  hbpobt— '1690.  411 

The  Shops,  too,  and  other  placee  of  labor,  are  scattered  about,  without  form  or 
unity  of  de^gn  ;  and  the  men  are  necesiarily  divided  into  small  companies,  «o  that 
it  would  require  a  much  larger  number  of  keepers  than  are  at  present  employed, 
to  exercise  a  constant  inspection  of  the  men,  without  which  there  can  be  no  thorough 
diM!ipline.  One  of  the  buildings  is  divided  into  five  small  apartments,  which  would 
require  as  many  officers,  to  keep  a  proper  discipline ;  while,  in  the  whole  of  this 
building,  with  ihe  present  number  of  keepers,  there  can  be  but  one  officer.  In  the 
other  apartments  oi  thb  building,  therefore,  there  may  be  traffic  of  the  stale's  prop- 
erty, gambling,  fighting,  and  other  mischief,  without  detection. 

The  Cookery,  Hospital  and  Pi«ace  of  Worship  also,  are  inconvenient  and 
concealed.  The  cookery  is  directly  under  the  centre  building,  far  removed  from 
the  ob^ervatioa  of  a  keeper.  From  the  front  window  of  the  cookery,  the  prisoners 
hsre  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  and  repassing  things  to  persons  in  the  street.  This 
is  a  very  natural  and  easy  outlet  for  the  shoe^  belonging  to  the  State  which 
are  mijsing.  The  hospital  is  an  old  room,  not  well  ventilated,  and  is  so  im- 
pregnated with  the  Priion  smell,  that  it  would  be  likely  to  make  a  well  perwn  sick ; 
and  is  so  situated  as  not  to  be  under  in-pjclion  or  control,  unless  an  officer  is  set 
ipart  for  this  duty ;  which  cannot  be  done  without  an  increase  of  officers.  Finding 
this  1  convenient  place  of  concealment,  the  pri«>ner%  under  fal%  pretences,  leave 
their  work,  and  get  into  it.  The  ehapel  is  liable  to  similar  objections.  It  is  sepa- 
rated by  four  passages,  and  five  doors,  from  the  building  in  which  the  prisoners  are 
lodged;  so  that  much  time  and  labor  are  necessary  in  getting  the  prisoners  into  it. 
And  besides,  it  is  a  small  and  uncomfortable  place  for  the  religious  worship  of  so 
many  men.  It  is  in  its  size  and  character  like  the  hospital.  It  b  one  of  the  old 
night  rooms,  used  many  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  lodging  the  men,  before  the 
aooth  wing  was  built. 

The  9sNTiirKL.'s  Box,  on  the  wall,  is  not  well  designed.  It  does  not  command 
the  interior  of  the  yard.  There  are  many  hiding-places,  where  the  men  can  screen 
themielves  from  the  observation  of  the  sentinel,  t^hind  the  shop^,  and  other  build- 
ings, and  many  prisoners  prepare  themselves,  without  his  knowledge,  or  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  men  ander  whose  particular  care  they  are  placed,  tor  attemp'ing  to 
CKape.  Besides,  the  sentinel  cannot  command  the  north  wall,  on  the  north  side  ; 
nor  the  west  wall,  on  the  west  side;  nor  the  south  wall,  on  the  south  side.  Dis- 
charged convicts,  therefore,  and  persons  ill-disposed,  can  approach  the  Pri^n  from 
north,  south  and  west,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  sentinel  on  the  wall,  and  fur- 
BHh  prohibited  articles,  and  implements  of  mischief  and  escape,  to  the  convicts. 
We  dwell  the  longer  on  the  construction  of  the  Pri«m,  in  this  re-^pect,  becau%  we 
shall  see  the  consequences  of  it  in  the  progress  of  the  Report,  in  the  very  great 
namber  of  escapes  which  have  taken  place  since  the  Pri^n  was  built.  Thus  we 
h^re  seen  that  the  guard  room,  the  night  rooms,  the  shops,  the  cookery,  hoipitaly 
chapel  and  sentinel  box  are  not  properly  constructed. 

2d.    Oh  tbr  DiscipliIkk    or    thk  Prisoiv  as  coMirKCTED   with  thb 

CONSTRUCTIOir. 

In  a  Prison  thus  constructed,  there  can  be  no  diseipline.  Tke  stibcrdinaU  affi- 
^fn  are  not  tub&rd^tuUe.  The  principal  keeper  has  no  good  posit ien,  from  which 
to  command  his  men.  It  would  take  him  a  long  time  to  go  around  the  Prison,  and 
look  them  all  up.  Instead  of  whieh,  he  should  have  a  podtion  from  which  be  can 
tt  once  overlook  officers,  as  well  as  prisoners.  This  wouki  efleetually  prevent 
^o«  faults,  which  the  keeper  of  the  Prison,  in  his  official  report  to  the  committee, 
^J9,  page  2, '« he  found  reqmrmg  a  remedy^Ut,  f^eat  laxity  on  the  part  of  the 
oMtttani  keepers  in  their  duty  ;  leaamg  the  prieonero  alone^  to  the  great  neglect 
9f  their  oceupoHone,  and  the  deetruetion  of  ail  eystem  and  order  ;  2d,  the  gene- 
^^  prevalence  t^  insubordination,  and  the  prc'eanstenee  of  a  perfect  familiarity 
<Md  o^sissf  unrcetrained  intercouree  among  the  prioomere,  and  between  the  pris- 
^^*fr$  and  theaaaittami  keepero  ;  and  8d,  the  extenaive  indulgence  qf  a  oifBtem  <f 
^ra^  between  the  prieonero  and  their  keepert,  in  whieh  articles  made  ov  <Aem, 
^  property  ooer  which  they  had  no  control,  were  eachanged  with  the  keepers 
M  sther  commodities^  m  a  uoret  and  covert  manner.*'  How  are  the«e  things  to 
o«  prevented,  if  the  prindpnl  keeper  is  to  be  shut  up  in  a  room,  from  which  ho  can 
iee  nothing  that  is  done  by  offieen  or  mend  The  great  principle  of  unceasing  fa- 
ction ii  tost  sight  of,  and  these  deeds  of  darkness  aro  done,  because  they  can  be 
«»einthedaik.    The  way  to  comet  them  is,  to  bring  them  out  into  open  day,  M 
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that  the  principal  keeper  can,  at  any  moment,  with  a  single  gbnce  of  his  «ye,  in- 
spect the  whole  establishment. 

In  caniequence,  partly,  of  (he  same  defect  in  the  coMtruction  of  the  baikUn^, 
the  cotivictB  are  idle  and  disorderly.  The  shop?  are  so  divided  and  subdivided, 
tiiat  there  are  nearly  twice  as  many  separate  aparlmenis,  for  the  convicts,  as  tbere 
are  officers.  The  convict*,  therefore,  must  necessarily  be  left  alone.  Thi«  siiifcle 
disadvantage  would  break  up  the  discipline  of  the  best  Prison  in  (he  world.  The 
officers  leave  the  shop"*,  and  the  convicts  of  course  leave  their  work.  In  sucli  cir- 
cumstances!, what  secuiiiy  can  there  possibly  be,  thaf  the  convicts  shall  be  all  the 
time  profitably  at  work  ? 

Tbere  arc  complaints  not  only  that  the  convicts  are  idle  and  disorderly  in  the 
shops,  but  they  leave  the  shops  and  po  into  the  yard ;  and  one  witness  tealified  that 
**  he  could  not  get  them  back,  till  (bey  wore  sent  for."  The  rea-on  assigned  by 
them  for  leaving  the  shop^  is  from  necessity;  but  in  a  well  constniGted  Pti^n, 
there  is  a  water-closet  connected  wKh  every  shop,  which  only  one  man  can  enter 
at  a  time,  and  which  he  can  cn^er  only  from  the  shop,  and  (his  breaks  up  all  neces- 
sity for  leaving  the  shops,  and  all  opportunity  for  false  pretences,  in  regard  to  this 
thing,  and  leaves  the  keeper  the  command  of  his  men;  so  that  a]l,excep*iQgone,aC 
every  moment  of  time,  are  under  his  eye,  end  this  one,  who  for  a  little  lime  is  re* 
moved  frain  hii  observniion,  is  in  solifary,  and  it  is  known  where  he  is. 

As  the  Pri•^>n  Is  constructed,  there  are  varioue  opportunitie$for  eombinatitn  in 
mischitf,  among  the  prinonern^  tohieh  are  broken  upatimteina^jstU  eonairmeied 
I*ri9on.  Much  evidence  is  furnished  to  (he  committee  by  diflerent  witneicea,  con- 
cerning a  combinafion  of  men  in  the  Prison  called  the  stakoh  gakq.  One 
witness  says,  "  they  wilt  ife,  and  swear  to  it ;  thtywili  steal  ffromsion^  omd  corrw 
it  off ;  they  will  lurk  in  the  kitchen,  and  steal  other  men's  ffrofrimsn  ;  ihey  wiu 
threaten  each  other* s  lives  ;  they  will  make  dirks  ;  they  will  lie,  sieei  and  gam- 
ble ;  they  will  make  their  own  cards,  I  gate  one  of  the  inspteturs  one  pmrk*  and 
sent  one  pack  to  a  friend  in  the  coisntryy  that  he  might  see  what  can  be  done  in 
the  Prison.  T^hey  have  rules  by  which  thof  are  bowid  to  eadi  other;  one rtUe  tc, 
if  a  man  tells  any  thing,  thev  will  fail  a-foul  ofhmi  and  beai  hiatL,** 

Another  witness  was  asked  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  the  stavch  oako^ 
He  said  there  was  such  a  oang.  They  would  not  tell  qfeaeh  ether  ;  if  they  did^ 
they  would  beat  the  informer.  He  had  known  one  sf  a6  asicther.  They  eaneider 
him  a  traitor  who  irtforms  of  their  etnl  deeds.     Such  men  are  eailed  anttch. 

Another  witness  say<t,  the  stanch  gano  are  persons  combined  together  to 
get  away,  and  not  to  tell  each  oth  er's  secrets.  "  If  any  oue  teUs  of  them,  (liby  fall 
on  him  and  beat  him.  There  was  a  black  man  nearly  killed  in  the  weave  aliop. 
They  took  the  stone  coal  and  beat  him  on  the  head,  and  it  cut  like  a  knife.  He  was 
nearly  killed."  Another  witness,  when  asked  about  (he  stanch  gang,  said  ^  he 
tiiought  the  State  had  better  let  them  f  o,  than  be  under  such  ditciplfaie.  Tbey 
have  frequently  drawn  knives  upon  each  other  in  the  yard.  In  one  instance,  one 
would  have  cut  out  the  bowels  ot  the  other." 

Much  evidence  has  also  been  furnished  to  the  committee,  concerning  the  want 
of  power  to  enforce  discipline  among  the  convicts,  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  whieh  the  south  wing  is  constructed,  where  the  eosuncts  sleep-  One  witness 
eays  t)>e  prisoners  will  steal  oil  to  bum  in  the  celh,  and  carry  sticks  and  stiinga  to 
the  oelh,  that  they  may  pass  thincs  from  one  to  the  other,  and  firom  door  to  door. 

AnoHier  witness  was  asked  if  the  convicts  could  communicate  with  each  other 
after  they  were  locked  up  at  night.  He  said,  they  could  communica'e  with  each 
other,  twenty  qfthem.  Witness  says,  that  the  convieU  often  worked  in  the  ceils 
on  the  Sabbath,  making  hats ;  he  bad  caught  them  at  it,  and  put  a  stop  to  it ;  hut  he 
did  -expect  (hey  canied  it  on.  He  gave  &b  name  of  the  convict  who  made  a  com- 
plete bdder  iu  the  celts  to  scale  the  walls;  with  which  it  was  done.  Witne5ts  was 
asked  if  he  heard  any  conversation  among  the  men  at  night;  he  said  "  that  the  for^ 
mer  keeper  was  opposed  to  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  it,  in  the  way  the 
men  are  kept ;  they  would  be  generally  talking  about  roguery."  Witness  (hen 
gave  a  particular  account  of  the  instruction  he  heard  an  experienced  thief  pve  one 
leas  experienced,  about  the  best  way  of  raising  twenty  dollara  to  begin  with,  after 
he  got  out    The  latter  was  a  young  convict,  who  was  aoon  to  be  discharged. 

Another  witness  says,  "  tt^  men  are  so  much  together,  it  is  very  much  against 
tte  interest  of  (he  insCltiition.  They  talk  about  what  thoy  hwe  dene,  and  what  they 
will  do,  and  how  they  may  get  out." 

Another  witReaa  believe*  <«  that  the  ftkooan  have  had  knowled^a  of  the  difficul* 


83  FIFTB   BBFOftT— 1830.  413 

ties  esSfting  in  the  ^OTeroment  of  the  Prison.  He  has  heard  the  priadliera  talk 
aboat  it,  in  the  cells.  He  has  heard  (hem  talk  about  the  change  in  the  government 
of  the  Pri  ion,  in  the  cells  at  ni^ht.  He  has  heard  the  prisonen,  al>er  they  were  locked 
up  in  the  celh,  conversing  with  diicbarged  prisoners,  in  the  street.  No  longer  ago 
thaolbar  weeks,  two  men  came  along  and  began  to  converge,  and  he  stopped  them." 
Wi-neM  says  further,  "  in  the  cells,  one  night,  two  of  the  prlnmers  fought :  one 
bit  the  other's  finger,  and  a  piece  of  the  bone  came  out  They  are  put  together,  old 
and  young,  without  regard  to  their  crime*  They  lay  their  beds  on  the  floor.  They 
are  siugle  beds,  but  when  there  are  three,  they  make  them  up  all  as  one,  and  sleep 
ail  together.    They  sometimes  want  to  be  separated,  because  they  quarrel." 

Another  witness  has  of'en  heard  the  prisoners  talking  from  the  south  wing,  with 
person)  on  the  outside.  He  hai  cauglit  them  at  it,  late  at  night.  They  once  shot 
so  srrow,  attached  to  a  string,  into  the  street,  and  the  string  was  found  extending 
firoffl  the  night  room  to  the  street — ^supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  in 
naething.  Wi  ness  does  not  think  any  thing  more  can  be  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State,  in  that  Priion,  than  is  now  done. 

Another  winess,  speaking  of  putting  three  or  four  in  a  room  at  night,  and  the 
things  going  on  among  the  men,  aAer  they  were  locked  up,  concluded  by  sdying, 
**  as  ro  that  Prison,  it  is  a  mere  burlcique  on  Prt^oni." 

Owing  to  the  €on$truetionqfthe  Prison,  it  ts  very  dijfieult,  if  not  impo$9ible,  to 
prevent  traffie  with  the  pri$oner9,  which  i$  mbvernve  ofaU  diteipline.  In  a  prop- 
erly constructed  Prison,  it  is  the  imprc»i«on  upon  every  mind,  bo-h  of  ccmvict  and 
sfVftant  keeper,  «  lam  couitanlly  under  intpoction.  Every  thing  which  I  db  will 
be  seen.'*  But  there  are  so  many  biding<places  in  this  Pli.-^Ml,  and  fo  few  facilities 
for  In  ^  action,  that  this  seems  not  at  ail  to  be  the  impression,  on  the  minds  of  either 
keeper  or  convtet 

The  principal  keeper  says, "  when  he  became  keeper  of  the  Pri'ton,  he  found  an 
ezten  ire  traffic  between  the  prisoners  and  under  keepers,  particularly  in  the  arU- 
cles  of  straw  hats  ani  whip-stocks.  When  asked  to  give  a  statement  of  the  piiml- 
ptl  evils,  which  he  had  discovered  in  the  Prison,  he  said  the  shoe  shop  wai  a 
pliee  of  report  for  the  keepers;  some  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  another  wa^  in 
(he  habit  of  going  into  the  kitchen,  and  spending  some  (line  there,  while  his  men 
went  at  loose  ends.  He  watched  the  keeper  of  whom  this  complaint  was  made, 
an)  fotmd  that  it  was  so.  Since  this  he  has  found  it  of  little  use  to  attempt  to  en- 
force any  orders,  and  has  had  enough  to  do  to  get  along  any  way."  He  then  gave 
a  particular  account  of  some  hats,  sold  by  a  convict  to  a  keeper,  and  the  price  put 
upon  them  by  the  convict. 

Another  witness  stated,  "  that  convicts  had  made  hats  to  sell :  it  was  likely  they 
had  niade  other  things ;  they  would  be  taken  out  and  sold.  He  believed  one  of 
the  keepers  had  tnken  out  thingj,  and  sold  them  for  the  convicts."  This  keeper 
aAerwards  acknowledged  to  the  committee,  that  he  had  done  so.  Witness  further 
lays  **  the  convicts  get  tobacco ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  get  it ;  the  proceeds  of  hats 
uul  other  things  might  buy  it.  There  are  many  ways  they  have  in  common." 
Witness  conid  not  watch  hb  men  so  as  to  know  where  they  went.  There  were 
more  of  them  to  watch  him.  They  might  go  out  if  they  pleased,  and  if  he  saw 
(hem  about  the  wagons  which  came  into  ue  J^rd,  he  would  drive  them  away. 
Witness  said,  that  some  time  last  spring,  one  of  the  keepers  sold  articles  for  the 
eoavicts.  He  anderstood  the  principal  keeper  was  opposed  to  it,  but  It  was  done. 
I  believe  it  was  done  in  both  their  tiroes. 

Another  witne^  testifies, "  that  one  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  the  M  convict 
vho  takes  eare  of  the  cloth  from  the  weave  shop,  is  never  without  money  ;  that  be 
used  to  traffic  in  tobacco,  buy  it  and  sell  it  out  again." 

AQother  wifness,  a  dtben  of  Trenton,  tiiinks  he  has  seen  one  of  the  keepers  carry- 
articles  to  a  certain  store,  and  eiehange  them  for  the  convicts.  The  keeper  and 
store  keeper  referred  to,  were  both  called,  and  acknowledged  that  It  was  so.  Wit- 
oefs  did  not  believe  that  the  traffic  was  confined  to  this  keeper. 

Anotlaer  witness  knows ''  that  many  articles  were  made  in  the  Prison  by  the  oon- 
ricts,  but  he  does  not  know  how  they  got  ouL" 

Another  witnessjene  of  tlie  keepers,  says, "  he  has  thrown  tobacco  on  the  ground 
ibr  conviele."  This  was  done  to  avoid  an  order  which  prohilMts  assistant  keepei* 
from  givinf;  dftem  tobaceou  Witness  furtlier  says,  *'  that  his  ehiklren  have  t jken 
things  6wai  prisoners,  and  sold  then,  in  exchange  for  other  articles.  He  believee 
that  all  tlie  keepers'  children  have  done  it.  Witness  emplsins  by  saying,  ^  that  thej 
vent  on  the  wall,  and  let  down  strlnos  to  take  thlncs  op ;  that  it  has  also  been  done 

36* 


414  PRISON   DISCIPLtNB   SOCIETY.  84 

tiirough  the  bftsement  story  windows,  in  front  of  the  house,  with  conviets  in  the 
cookery."  Many  of  these  things  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  iinpoesible  to 
prevent  in  the  buildings,  as  they  are  now  constructed.  There  is  no  point  of  obser> 
Tation,  fi-om  which  there  can  be  a  thorough  supervision,  by  the  principal  keeper,  of 
the  whole  establishment ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  many  hiding-places,  besides  a 
euard  room  for  the  principal  keeper  and  bis  deputy,  from  which  uey  can  only  look 
into  the  street,  and  see  nothing  that  is  done  In  the  Prison. 

For  the  »ame  reason,  the  dUdpline  i$  interrupted  by  a  knowledge  in  the  Prison, 
among  the  eonviets,  qf  almost  every  thing  that  is  done  abroad. 

The  principal  keeper  ftays,  that  *'  things  which  take  place  in  town  are  known  to 
the  pri.-ioners  within  tfventy-four  hours,  which  could  not  be  known  except  from  the 
keepers ;  there  is  such  a  &miliarity  between  them,  that  these  things  are  all  com- 
municated.'* This  familiarity  between  keepers  and  convicts  could  soon  be  broken 
up  by  the  principal  keeper,  if  he  was  faithful,  if  the  construction  was  such,  that 
he  could  from  his  office  overlook  the  whole  establishment,  and  see  keepers  and 
convicts  at  the  same  time. 

Another  witness  said,  that "  it  was  too  much  the  case,  that  there  was  a  familiar- 
ity between  the  convicts  and  keepers.  He  says  the  convicts  seem  to  know  most 
every  thing  that  b  going  on." 

Another  wi'ness  Uiinks  "  the  convicts  know  what  is  going  on  in  Trenton,"  and 
says  "  they  will  know  within  a  month  what  is  going  on  nere  to-day." 

He  says  they  have  newspapers ;  **  I  have  seen  papers  more  than  once  ;  but  did 
not  see  any  one  give  them  to  the  convicts.*'  This  is  the  great  difficulty  in  this 
Prison ;  almost  any  thing  may  be  done,  (there  are  so  many  hiding-places  to  do  mis- 
chief,) and  the  responsible  officer  cannot  see  who  does  it. 

Owing  in  part  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  the  discipline  is  siicA,  that  riots 
arefrei^jtnXy  and  it  is  difficult  to  prcoent  them  ,*  there  are  many  places  for  con- 
cealment, and,  necessarily,  from  the  eoiistruetion,  frequent  opportunities  for  com- 
hintition,  out  of  which  tlicic  riots  have  grown.  The  principal  keeper  said,  "  he 
had  lately  had  an  attempt  at  riot,  and  there  was  another  riot  since  he  had  been 
there,  in  (he  weave  shop.  The  keeper  was  absent  from  his  shop  contrary  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Prison.  The  rule  is,  that  no  keeper  shall  leave  his  shm  till  the 
refief  comes.  Thi9  rule  is  violated  every  day.*'  TI^Js  is  the  testimony  of  the  prin- 
cipal keeper.  While  the  assistant  keepers  say  truIyVin  their  defence,  that  there 
are  more  shops  and  places  of  labor  for  them  to  oversee,  than  there  are  keepers;  and 
they  are  oblised  to  go  from  one  to  another ;  consequently  an  opportunity  for  riot 
b  afforded  when  the  keeper  of  a  shop  is  absent. 

Another  witness  testified,  "  that  they  had  pretty  severe  riots.  If  any  one  tells 
of  them,  (hey  fall  on  him  and  beat  him.  It  has  been  done  four  or  five  times  in  a 
year.'*  One  of  the  inspectors  testified,  **  that  the  Prison  had  been  in  a  regular  state 
of  insubordination  during  the  la^t  year.*'  Another  witnes?,  one  of  the  contractors, 
testified,  **  that  he  saw  a  very  alarming  riot  at  the  Prison.  When  I  went  to  the 
door,'*  said  witness,  "  there  could  not  nave  been  less  than  thirty  convicts  between 
the  two  shop^.  One  of  the  keepers  was  doing  all  that  he  could  to  suppress  it ;  an- 
other threatened  to  fire  upon  them  from  the  wall ;  another  keeper  came  to  the  gate, 
and  called  for  a  musket.  He  was  as  pale  as  death.  There  was  some  private  diffi- 
culty between  two  convicts,  and  the  others  took  sides.  I  heard  one  of  the  con* 
viets  swear,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  yard,  till  he  had  been  the  death  of  the 
other.*'  If  the  Prison  was  so  constructed  as  to  separate  the  convicts  at  night,  and 
admit  of  keeping  them  in  their  places  in  the  day  time,  under  constant  in«pection, 
both  from  the  keepers  in  the  shopi  and  those  in  the  guard  room,  these  riots  could 
be  efi«ctually  prevented. 

Again,  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  destroyed  hy  the  keepers  steeping^  their 
posts,  and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  sqfety  qf  the  Prison  has  fiequently 
»een  endangered  at  night.  The  principal  keeper  testifies,  '*  that  duringtbe  sum- 
mer, he  found  the  a«iistant  keepers  sleeping  on  their  posts  at  night  They  were 
called  before  the  board  of  inspectors,  and  acknowledged  that  tiiey  had  done  so." 
The  board  notified  them  through  the  keeper,  that  they  should  expect  them  there- 
after to  do  their  duty.  After  (his  the  assistant  keepers  locked  the  principal  keeper 
out  of  the  hall,  which  led  to  the  room  where  they  were  on  duty,  one  week,  which 
he  attempted  to  enter  several  (imes,  but  could  not.  The  assistant  keeper  alleged, 
•s  a  reason  for  doing  this,  that  the  safety  of  the  Prison  was  in  danger  from  diachanpsd 
convicts,  who  had  formed  the  design  of  coming  over  the  wall  in  the  night ;  enters 
ing  the  passage  which  leads  to  the  room  where  the  witch  bon  duty ;  •ecttHng^ 
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watch,  8Dd  reletsiDp  the  prisoners.  About  this  time,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
both  the  assistunt  and  principal  kdteper,  two  or  more  discharged  convicts  did  acta- 
ally  come  over  the  wall  in  the  oight,  in*o  the  yard ;  the  dogs  nve  the  alarm  ;  the 
keepers  were  at  once  on  duty ;  the  ladder  was  found  where  they  had  scaled  the 
wall ;  the  alarm*bell  was  rung ;  but  the  villains  made  their  escape.  The  principcl 
keeper  suppoMs  that  their  object  was  plunder,  as  some  shoes  were  found  which 
they  bad  taken  from  the  shbp,  near  the  place  where  they  had  sckled  the  wall.  The 
assistant  keepers  suppose  that  their  object  was  the  release  of  the  prisoners. 

Not  a  great  while  afler  this,  there  was  another  alarm  of  a  similar  kind,  when  the 
principal  Keeper  was  not  at  home ;  but  it  was  not  satisfactorily  ascertained  whether, 
at  this  time,  any  person  from  without  came  over  the  wall.  The  result  of  the  whole 
was,  that  a  different  arrangement  was  made  between  the  principal  and  the  assietant 
keepers,  by  which  the  former  was  supplied  with  a  key  to  open  the  door  of  the  pas- 
sage leaidiiig  to  the  night  watch,  and  the  night  watch  were  supplied  with  a  key, 
that  they  might  secure  themselves  against  the  assaults  of  discharged  convichi. 
This  would  seem  reasonable,  so  far  as  tne  safety  of  the  Prison  is  endangered  from 
discharged  convicts ;  but  it  is  not  calculated  to  keep  the  night  watch  awake  while 
oo  duty,  because  they  are  so  securely  locked,  and  concealed  from  observation,  in  a 
small  room  by  themselves,  that  they  might  sleep  on  their  posts,  and  still  not  be  de- 
tected ;  for  when  the  principal  keeper  comes  to  unlock  the  door  of  the  passage 
leading  to  the  watch  room,  the  noise  would  be  likely  to  awaken  the  nieht  watch,  if 
he  were  asleep,  so  that  the  principal  keeper  would  not  know  whether  he  had  been 
asleep  or  not. 

There  is  another  difficulty  about  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  In 
this  Prison.  If  the  watch  is  awake,  he  cannot  see,  from  the  room  where  he  is  usu- 
ally stationed,  any  part  of  the  building  where  the  convicts  are  lodged.  He  must 
leave  his  station,  and  go  out  into  the  passage,  and  pass  through  one  or  two  doors, 
before  he  comes  to  the  only  place  where  he  can  see  the  night  room? ;  and  even  then 
he  must  go  into  four  stories,  and  peep  over  the  tops  of  eight  doors,  before  he  can 
inspect  ibrty  cells ;  and,  after  all,  he  can  only  see  the  doors ;  he  cannot  see  the  inte- 
rior of  the  cells,  nor  know  whether  the  convicts  are  there,  or  whether  they  have 
escaped  through  the  roof  or  external  walls  into  the  yard. 

In  a  Prison  properly  constructed,  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  is 
not  liable  to  such  objections ;  because  the  principal  keeper,  from  his  private  apart- 
ment, at  any  moment,  can  look  in  upon  him,  and  see  that  he  is  awake,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  night  watch ;  and  the  ni^ht  watch,  from  the  open  space  in  which 
he  is  placed,  by  changing  his  position  80  feet,  without  passing  through  any  door, 
can  command  the  doors  and  windows  of  every  night  room  in  the  building ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  if  a  convict  gets  out  of  his  cell,  he  is  not  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
the  sentinel,  but  he  is  still  m  Prison,  for  it  is  a  Prison  within  a  Prison.  He  has  got 
out  of  one  Prison  into  another.  He  has  got  out  of  his  cell,  but  he  hal  gotten  into 
a  place  where  he  is  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  sentinel,  and,  if  the  alarm  is  given,  to 
the  fire  of  the  musketry  of  all  the  keepers  in  the  guard  room. 

Not  so  in  our  State  Prison ;  the  convicts  may  get  out  of  their  night  rooms,  into  the 
open  yard ;  thence,  unseen  in  the  dark,  over  the  yard  wall  into  the  street.  The  con- 
struction is,  therefore,  such,  that  the  night  watch  may  sleep  at  his  post,  and  the 
convicts  escape  with  impunity. 

8d.    Or  Escapes. 

To  show  that  this  is  not  a  representation  unsupported  by  facts,  we  have  obtained 
Infbrmatioo  from  the  records  or  the  Prison,  concerning  the  tseapet  which  have  ac- 
tually been  effected  since  the  Prison  was  builL  This  list  is  now  beiore  us :  it  con- 
tains the  names  of  owe  hundred  and  eight  convicts  who  have  made  their  es- 
cape.   This  is  more  than  one  twelf  h  part  of  all  who  have  been  committed  to  the 

PH»n a  proof  of  the  insecurity  of  the  Prison ;  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  in 

the  history  of  Prisons,  without  a  parallel. 

Of  the  whole  number  who  thus  escaped,  ten  escaped,  one  at  a  time ;  Btxteen,  two 
at  a  time  ;  twenty-one,  three  at  a  time ;  twenty -four,  four  at  a  time ;  five  at  one 
time ;  fourteen^  eeeen  at  a  time  ;  and  eighteen^  nine  at  a  time.  Total,  ojis  kujt- 
DBBD  AMD  KiOHT.  Males,  one  hundred  and  three  ;  females, yive.  One  escaped 
by  making  a  bole  in  the  door ;  one,  by  .a  fiilse  key ;  two,  who  were  at  work  on  the 
new  cells ;  three,  by  forcing  the  hall  door  ;  four,  through  the  yard  gate  ;  four,.in  a 
manner  not  epscifiad ;  five,  through  the  grates  without  sawing ;  five,  by  nwiag 
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the  grates ;  twenty-nine,  by  scaling  the  wall ;  and  forty-^nine,  throogh  Che  roof, 
walls,  and  doors  of  the  main  building.  Total,  one  HtrNDUED  and  eight.  Twen- 
ty-ei}^ht  were  retaken  the  same  day ;  twenty-five,  after  more  than  one  day,  and  in 
less  than  one  year ;  six  were  gone,  time  not  specified ;  two  were  gone  one  year ; 
one,  two  years ;  one,  three  years ;  and  fifty>five  were  never  retaken.  Total,  oir e 
BUNDKED  AND  EIGHT.  In  these  troubles,  one  keeper  was  stabbed;  three  pris- 
oners brpke  into  the  guard  room,  and  got  two  guna  with  which  they  escaped ;  two 
prisoners  were  shot,  but  not  killed  ;  and  one  was  shot  dead. 

The  official  document  from  the  Prison  records,  from  which  these  results  are 
taken,  is  herewith  submitted,  marked  A. 

The  amount  paid  in  apprehending  the  above  prisoners  was  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars  and  three  cents. 

4th.     Of  Punishment. 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  escapes  from  this  Prison,  there  does  not  appear  lo 
be  anv  want  of  sufficiently  severe  puniihmcnts  for  misdemeanor. 

Sohtary  confinement  on  a  scantv  allowance  of  bread  with  cold  water  is  much 
used.  The  period  of  time  not  unirequently  extends  to  twenty  and  thirty  days,  and 
this  too  in  the  winter  season,  in  cells  warmed  by  no  fire.  The  suflering  In  these 
circumstances  is  intense  ;  the  convicts  lose  their  flesh  and  strengtlt,  and  frequently 
their  health  ;  they  are  sometimes  so  far  broken  down,  as  to  be  unable  to  work  when 
they  are  discharged  into  the  yard,  and  to  require  nearly  as  much  time  in  the  hos- 
pital, to  recruit  mem,  as  they  have  had  in  the  cells,  to  break  them  down. 

The  committee  saw  a  man  in  the  hospital  last  week,  just  taken  from  the  cells, 
where  he  had  been  punished  for  misdemeanor  about  twenty  days.  He  was  pros- 
trate upon  the  bed,  emaciated,  and  unable  to  work,  and  complained  of  much  pain. 
The  physician  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  his  pulse,  which  he  remarked 
was  very  feeble.  The  keeper  thought  it  would  be  some  time  before  he  would  be 
able  to  work. 

Besides  punishments  in  this  mode,  the  records  show,  that  chains  are  much  used; 
sometimes  with  a  fifty-six  attached  to  tliem,  and  sometimes  for  the  purpose  of  chain- 
ing the  prisoner  to  the  place  where  he  is  at  work.  A  number  of  the  prisonei^,  at 
the  present  time,  have  chains  upon  them,  and  the  committee  saw  one,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  on  an  iron  neck  yoke,  with  arms  extending  18  or  20 
inches  each  way  from  his  head,  which  was  said  to  be,  not  for  punishment,  but  to 
prevent  his  getting  through  tlie  grates. 

The  following  list  is  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  Prison,  who  has  been  there 
twenty  years.  It  shows  the  number  of  prisoners  that  b  supposed  to  have  died  in 
consequence  of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells,  for  disobedience  : — William 
Thomas,  Thomas  Steward,  John  O.  Brian,  William  Bower,  John  Brown,  Tunis  Cole, 
Aaron  Strattain,  Thomas  Somes,  Pomp  Cisco,  and  Peter  Marks — 10. 

The  document  from  which  this  statement  is  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  B. 

If  the  Prison  were  so  constructed,  as  to  separate  the  men  at  night,  and  keep 
them  perfectly  still,  and  thus  break  up  all  such  combinations  as  that  of  the  ttanea 
gang  ;  and  Ifthe  shops  were  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of  a  constant  inspection,  so 
as  to  keep  the  prisoners  in  their  places,  at  their  work  in  silence, — ^thero  would  be 
comparatively  little  need  of  severe  punishments,  because  rebellion  and  villany 
would  be  prevented  in  the  very  beginning. 

5th.    Or  Deaths. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prison,  including  the  ten  above-mentioned, 
is  forty-nine. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  committed  b  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  six. 
'  The  average  number  or  prisoners,  taking  the  whole  period  of  time,  is  supposed 
to  be  fifty ;  which  fdves  a  bill  of  mortality  of  about  three  per  cent.,  which  is  three 
per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  two 
per  cent,  more  than  that  of  the  Prisons  of  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 

The  document  herewith  submitted,  from  which  the  above  is  taken,  is  marked  C. 

6tb.      Or  RsCOlfMITlf ENT8. 

The  KBCOMMiTMBirre  are,  out  of  ninety,  the  whole  number,  mvcm  a  eecond 
time ;  two  a  third  time  ;  and  two  a  6>urth  time.    Cases  or  BsroaicATioir,  we 
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have  heard  of  few  or  lume.  At  Aabuni,  out  of  six  hundred,  the  whole  number, 
the  recommitments  are,  teeenfeen  a  second  time,  and,  from  latent  information,  none 
a  third.  Casks  or  reformation  at  Auburn,  out  of  two  hundred  and  six  dis- 
charged convicts,  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-SIX  woll  authenticated. 

7th.    Of  Expenses. 

Some  particulars  in  regard  to  the  expenses  and  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Pri-ion,  as  furnished  from  the  treasury  department,  are  as  follows : — 

The  expenses  exceeded  the  earnings,  in  four  years,  from  1800  to 

1803  inclusive, $21,T76  29 

In  nine  years,  between  1810  and  1822, 68,661  88 

In  eight  years,  from  1822  to  1829  inclusive, 46,426  44 

Total  losj,  including  the  loss  in  the  periods  specified  above,      .     .     .  16^,963  81 
Average  loss  to  the  State,  annually,  from  September,  1798,  to  Sep- 
tember, 1829,  thirty-one  years, 6,804  06 

The  official  document,  from  which  these  results  are  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  D. 

How  can  these  things  be  ?  They  are  not  satisiactorily  explained.  Accordins  to 
the  returns  to  the  committee  from  the  Prison,  the  fooa  of  the  prisoners  per  day, 

costs 4  eta.  8MiU$. 

The  clothing 1  6 

Incidental  expenses, 2  9 

Total  amount,  excluding  pay  of  officers, 9  8 

Pay  of  officers  for  each  man  daily, 9  4 

Total  expense  of  each  convict  daily, 18  7 

Of  the  #hole  number  of  convicts,  sixteen  are  employed  in  shoe-making,  each  of 
whom,  as  an  easy  day's  work,  is  said  to  make  one  pair  of  coarse  shoes  per  day.  The 
price  paid  by  contractors  for  making  such  shoes  is,  for  each  pair,  thirty 'three  eenie, 
the  State  to  find  riioe-thread,  &c. 

When  any  part  of  the  shoemakers  are  employed  lor  the  State,  the  shoes  which 
they  make  are  charged  to  the  Sute,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  pair,  for 
eommon  shoes,  and  other  work  at  a  similar  rate.  Why,  then,  do  not  the  shoemakers 
earn  irom  twenty-five  to  thirty  cents  per  day ;  and  not,  as  they  are  returned,  only 
eighteen  cents  and  nine  mills  ?  If  the  returns  are  properly  made,  it  must  be  be- 
cause they  are  not  furnished  with  work,  and  kept  at  it  When  the  committee  vis- 
ited the  Prison,  several  shoemakers  were  sitting  in  idleness,  because  the  contrac- 
tors had  not  furnished  them  with  work.  One  of  the  inspectors  testified  before  the 
committee  as  follows : — **  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  I  went  to  the  Prison,  and 
the  keeper  of  the  shoe  shop  was  not  in  hi?  place.  I  found  only  two  of  the  men 
at  work  ;  as  soon  as  I  stept  in,  the  convicts  said  **  WhUt"  and  went  to  their  places 
like  a  parcel  of  rabbits.  I  went  round  the  Prison,  and  when  I  came  back,  the 
keeper  was  in  his  place,  and  I  gave  him  a  piece  of  my  mind."  This  business  of 
the  $hae  ehop,  is  the  most  important  branch  of  business,  except  one,  in  the  Prison ; 
that  is,  the  weaving  bueinete. 

In  the  weavers'  shop,  thirty-nine  hands  are  employed.  This  is  a  branch  of  busi- 
ness. In  which  most  of  the  hands  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  are  employed,  which 
has  cleared  for  the  State,  over  and  above  every  expense,  in  the  last  eight  years,  up- 
wards of  seventy  thowand  doUan. 

In  the  weavers'  shop,  in  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  thirty-nine  bands  are  em- 
ployed, and  twenty-six  kwms.    The  cheapest  work  done  on  these  looms  Is  done  for 
two  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  which  is  about  half  a  cent  less  per  yard,  than  is  paid 
for  the  same  kind  of  work,  done  for  the  same  persons,  in  town.  ^  The  task  in  winter 
is  ten  yards  per  day  ;  but  the  average  quantity  of  work  done  i^  supposed  by  the 
keeper  not  to  exceed  nine  yards,  in  winter.     Allowing  it  to  be  nine  3rards,  this 
would  give  the  earnings  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day,  at  the  lowest  prices, 
in  the  Aortest  days.    In  the  summer  season,  the  task  is  fourteen  yards  per  day. 
Suppose  them  in  sammer  to  foil  short  of  their  task  one  yard  per  day,  as  in  winter, 
and  weave  but  tiurteen  yards ;  they  would  earn  thirty-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
day  in  summer.    This  is  supposing  the  lowest  prices  for  all  the  looms.     But  many 
of  the  looms  weave  chith  for  three  cents,  and  three  and  a  half  cents,  per  yard,  and 
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tiie  country  looms  for  ten  cents  a  yard.  In  such  cases,  the  business  is  much  more 
advantageous  to  the  Slate  than  in  the  cases  above  mentioned.  But  with  the  roost 
fiivorabie  suppoition  to  the  weaving  department,  and  the  most  unfavorable  to  the 
State,  it  appears,  that  the  men  in  the  weave  shop  can  earn,  in  winter,  each  twenty- 
two  and  a  half  cents  a  day,  and  in  summer  thirty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day;  or 
an  average,  for  (he  whole  year,  of  twenty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  day.  The  or- 
dinary day*s  work,  in  town,  for  hired  hands,  is  twenty  yards,  and  (he  lowest  price 
three  cents  per  yard,  by  which  a  weaver  in  (own,  at  the  most  moderate  estimate  in 
weaving  the  same  goods,  can  earn  sixty  cents  per  day.  But  in  the  Prison,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  returns  to  the  committee,  the  weavers  earn  but  eighteen  c(  nts 
per  day  ;  or,  if  the  spoolers  are  included,  they  earn  but  twelve  cents  ajid  a  fraction. 
Thus,  in  (his  most  extensive  branch  of  business,  if  the  returns  are  correctly  made, 
the  men  do  not  pay  their  part  of  (he  expenses  by  six  cents  and  eight  mills  per  day 
each.  They  earn  twelve  cents,  and  they  cost  eighteen  cents  and  seven  mills. 
Here,  too,  the  explanation  is  the  same  as  in  the  shoe  shop.  Tlie  contractors  do  not 
supply  work,  or  the  overseer  does  not  keep  them  at  it.  The  principal  keeper  fays, 
*'  that  many  hundred  days  are  lost  in  consequence  of  the  conti  actors  not  supplying 
work ;"  and  V>ne  of  the  inspectors  testified,  **  (hat  he  had  been  into  the  shop  aod 
found  (he  overseer  asleep  at  his  post."  The  same  witness  says,  "  the  pri«0Ders 
leave  their  shops  when  they  choose,  and  things  are  pretty  mucn  out  of  sorts  at  the 
Prison." 

Besides  weavers  and  shoemakers,  it  appears,  from  the  official  returns,  that  two 
acEK  were  employed  as  coopers;  and  this  department  pro<luced  for  the  State,  fhyn 
the  labor  of  these  men^  in  (he  course  of  the  y car t  fifteen  dollarB  and  seventy-three 
centM.  Four  were  employed  in  sawing  stone ;  and  this  department  produced  for 
the  labor  of  these  four  men,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
thirty-two  cents;  three  were  employed  as  tailors,  and  five  in  spinning;  but  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  returns  ;  twentt-kine 
promiscuous  hands,  including  all  the  above  except  the  weavers  and  shoemakers, 
having  their  food  and  clothes  found  them,  earned,  on  an  average,  according  to  (be 
official  returns,  yioe  eentn  per  day  each.  From  the  same  return  it  appears,  that  the 
whole  number  earned  on  an  average  ten  cents  and  four  mUU  per  day,  and  cost 
eighteen  cents  and  eight  mills. 

The  committee  would  not  express  an  opinion,  whether  these  very  unfavorable 
results,  provided  the  returns  are  correctly  made,  are  to  be  attributed,  to  which  of 
the  three  following  causes,  in  the  greatest  degree  :  to  the  construction  of  the  Prisoo, 
which  admits  of  such  combination  in  villany  during  the  night,  and  such  conceal- 
ment in  idleness  during  the  day  ;  to  the  neglect  of  the  overseers ;  or  to  (he  imper- 
fection of  tbe  contracts,  which  do  not  make  the  contractors  liable  if  the  men  in 
their  employ  are  not  supplied  with  work.  All  (hree,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, are  evils  demanding  a  speedy  remedy. 

That  they  are  not  necessary  evils,  subjecting  the  State  to  such  heavy  expenses, 
for  the  support  of  the  Priwn,  is  evident  from  a  corapan<ion  between  the  State  Prisim 
in  New  Jersey,  and  the  new  State  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  regard  to  their  expenses 
and  earnings  during  the  last  year. 

The  New  Jersey  Prison  had  ninety  prisoners;  the  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four. 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were ^,199  00 

The  expenses  of  the  Coruiecticut  Prison  were 6,876  1$ 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  for  the  support  of  ninety 
prisoners,  exceed  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  for 
the  support  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners S22  87 

The  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were 8,427  96 

The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  were 9,105  64 

The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  exceed  the  earnings  of  the 
New  Jersey  Prison 6,677  66 

And  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  are  less  than  the  ex- 
penses of  the  New  Jersey  Prison 822  87 

This  is  (he  view  which  the  conmiittee  have  taken  of  the  expenses  and  eamiiigi 
of  the  Prison. 
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The  document,  from  which  the  above  results  are  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  E. 

Be«des,  among  the  official  documents  returned  to  the  committee,  ft  is  stated,  that 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  are  due  from  the  State 
to  the  convicts  for  oversHnt.  This,  however,  makes  no  part  of  the  trial  balance 
sheet,  as  it  ought,  if  it  is  due.  The  under  keepers  say  it  is  due,  the  principal  keeper 
says  it  is  not.  From  one  sheet  of  the  official  returns,  it  would  appear  to  be  due. 
From  the  other,  on  which  the  other  debts  of  the  institution  are  stated,  and  the  trial 
balance  sheet,  it  appears  not  to  be  due. 

One  of  the  inspectors  testifies,  "  that  the  accounts  do  not  show  exactly  the  amount 
made  or  lost  He  understood  from  the  clerk,  that  there  were  outstanding  bills  not 
handed  in.  He  coincides  with  the  othe^  witnesses,  that  the  inventory  was  taken 
generally  by  the  keeper,  and  principally  by  copying  the  old  inventory,  so  that  the 
State  could  not  know  from  year  to  year  what  is  lost"  Once  in  ^veral  years  the 
inventory  would  be  taken  right.  By  this  mode  of  taking  the  inventory,  it  will  be 
perceived,  thefe  would  be  a  heavy  loss  all  at  once,  while  the  State  would  appear,  from 
year  to  year,  not  to  be  losing  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  annually. 

Or  THJt  Food,  Fvxju»  Number  or  OrFics&s,  Location,  aits  Remxdt  ren 

ExisTiiro  Evils. 

The  principal  articles  of  food,  with  the  quantities  and  prices,  during  the  lait 
year  were 

273  cwt  2  (irs.  17  lbs.  of  rye  flour,  from  $1  62^  to  2  60 

per  cwt $449  61 

40  cwt.  com  meal,  from  $1  to  1  12^  per  cwt 43  12 

Other  flour  and  meal  bought  by  the  bushel  and  barrel         .     .    101  87 

Total  cost  of  bread  Btufi*     .    , $694  00 

0129  lbs.  of  beef,  from  8  to  Sj^  cents  per  lb $197  10 

4862  do.  pork,  from  4^  to  6  cents 200  61 

1900  do.  bogs'  hetds,  from  2}  to  8  cents 48  10 

7500  herrfaig,  tt  $1  per  thousand ,        7  60 

1  beefs  head 25 


Total  eosC  of  meat $469 

1232  gallons  of  molasses,  from  28  to  40  cents  per  gallon  .    .    .  428  lOj^ 
178  bushels  of  potatoes,  frt>m  28  to  83  cents  per  bushel  .     .    .    68  12| 

Total, $481  29 

RBCAPITUI.ATIOH. 

Bread  stufl^ 44,699  lbs.     .     .     .  cost  .     .     .  $594  01| 

Meats 12,460  "      ...      "  ...    451  874 

Molasses 89,424  giHs  ...      "  .     .     .    428  16| 

Potatoes 13,892  pints ...      •*  ...      63  12} 

$1527  18 
Other  and  smaller  articles  of  food 66  01} 

Total  expense  of  food $1^^  ^9} 

The  proportion  of  each  article,  which  this  would 
give  to  each  man  daily,  estimating  the  number 

of  men  at  ninety,  is 1  lb.  4ok.  8-lOofbread  stuflk. 

\  0  «  2-10  of  meat 

1  gill  2-10  of  molasaes. 
1  gHl  6-10  of  potatoes. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  tiie  molasses  costs  almost  as  much  as  the  meat,  and  eight 
times  as  much  as  the  vegetables.  The  committee  are  satisfied,  that  this  is  out  of 
all  just  proportion ;  that  the  molasses  should  be  diminished  from  one  gill  and  2-10 
to  I  a  gul,  which  would  save  on  tlie  molasses  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  doDan 

H2 
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79  cents  annually :  that  the  sum,  thus  saved  on  the  molasses,  he  expended  for 
heef,  so  far  as  to  make  the  ration  of  beef  one  half  more  than  it  now  is.  The  allow> 
ance  of  beef  the  last  year  has  been  only  three  ounces  to  each  man  per  day,  the  co«t 
of  which  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollar?  16  ccnt!».  The  change  we 
recommend  is,  that  out  of  (he  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  76  cents,  saved 
on  molasses,  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  16  con's,  be  expended  to  pur- 
chase beef,  which  will  give  six  ounces  of  beef  instead  of  three  ounces.  This  dim- 
inution of  molasses,  and  increase  of  beef,  will  enable  tlie  men  to  work  with  more 
strength,  and  we  shall  still  have  forty-two  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  molasses. 

We  recommend  further,  that  the  Indian  meal  be  diminished  from  6  ounces  and 
6-10  per  day  to  4  ouhces.  The  men,  many  of  them,  complain  that  they  have  too 
much  mush  and  molasses.  This  will  save  I'orty-four  dollars  annually  on  the  mu«h. 
That  the  money  thus  saved  shall  be  expended  for  potatoes,  which  will  increase  the 
quantity  of  potatoes  from  one  gill  and  6-10  to  three  gills. 

We  recommend  also,  that  the  rye  flour  be  diminished  from  14  ounces  and  9-10  to 
12  ounces,  which  will  save  on  this  article  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars ;  that  thirty- 
ei^ht  dollars  and  40  cents  of  the  sum  thus  saved  be  expended  for  potatoes,  which 
will  increase  the  allowance  of  potatoes  to  one  pint;  and  that  the  remaining  seventy- 
one  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  rye  flour,  to«^ether  with  the  forty-two  dollars  60 
cents  saved  on  the  molasses,  be  expended  for  ocef,  which  will  increase  the  allow- 
ance of  beef  to  eight  ounces  per  day,  by  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  State  on  the 
provisions,  nineteen  dollars  24  cents,  annually. 

Any  two  men  in  the  weave  shop,  on  the  custom  wd^k,  in  consideration  of.  this 
change  and  improvement  in  the  ration,  may  easily  make  up  this  deficiency,  by  the 
additional  work  performed.  The  ration,  when  changed,  will  stand  thus  per  day : — 
I  lb.  rye  6our,  and  4  lb.  corn  meal,  ^  lb.  beef,  and  3  ounces  of  pork,  1  pin*  of  po- 
tatoes, and  i  a  gill  of  molasses ;  and  the  smaller  items,  salt,  &c.  amounting  to  ^66  01^ 
unaltered. 

This  ration  would  nearly  resemble  the  ration  in  those  Prisons  where  the  men 
more  than  support  themselves. 

The  fuel  required  in  the  Prison,  as  it  is  now  constructed,  amounted  last  year  to 
one  hundred  and  one  cords  and  a  hal/ot  wood,  twelve  and  a  half  loos  of  stone 
coal,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  an  expense  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  ^3  cents.  Eight  stoves  are  used  (o  warm  forty 
night  rooms,  while,  in  a  properly  constructed  Prison,  two  stoves  iTould  warm  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  Twenty-two  fires  are  used  to  warm  the  whole  establishment, 
and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  committee  do  not  see  bow  any  nf  thete  fires 
can  be  diipensed  with;  while,  in  a  well  constructed  Prison,  the  committee  are 
convinced,  from  the  returns  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  that  the  number  of 
fires  required  is  so  much  less  as  to  diminish  the  expense  in  the  article  of  fuel  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars  annually. 

The  number  of  officers  required  in  this  Prison,  to  promote  a  wholesome  discipline, 
must  be;  according  to  the  testimony  which  the  committee  has  received,  seven, 
where  there  are  now  but  three  <;  that  is,  an  increase  of  four,  at  four  hundred  dcJIars 
per  annum  each.  This  would  increase  the  expense**  sixteen  hundred  dollars  annu- 
ally, while  the  present  number  of  officers,  in  a  well  constructed  Prif^on,  would  se- 
cure a  better  discipline  than  the  number  thus  increased  in  the  old  Prison.  The 
difference  of  expense,  then,  in  the  old  Piison,  and  in  a  new  and  well  constructed 
Prison,  as  to  the  number  of  officers  and  the  fuel,  would  be  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars  annually,  or  the  interest  of  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  dollars — a  sum  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Prison. 

The  location  ii  unfavorable  for  business.  No  man  would  think  of  selecting  that 
as  a  good  place  for  the  transaction  of  a  large  business.  If  Trenton  is  the  town  for 
the  Prison,  the  present  site  is  not  the  place  for  it.  It  is  without  natural  advantages. 
It  was  put  where  it  is,  because  a  man  gave  the  land  to  build  H  on.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  least  difierence  between  the  expense  of  transacting  the  bu«ine«  of  the 
Priton  where  It  is,  and  In  town,  would  t>e  three  hundred  dollars  annually.  The 
Prison,  then,  with  Its  present  location  and  construction,  has  physical  disadvan'ages, 
viz. :  on  the  location,  annually,  $300 ;  on  fuel,  $300 ;  and  on  the  number  of  offi- 
cers, A1600 ;  which  would  make  a  difference  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars 
annually,  between  the  old  Prison  and  a  new  one,  which  Is  the  interest  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars — a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Piison. 

These  con<;iderations  are  entirely  independent  of  the  greater  security,  industry, 
and  more  productive  labor,  which  can  be  secured  in  a  new  Prison ;  by  breaking  up 
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the  traffic »  oombiaatkms  in  Tillany,  attempts  to  escape,  riotf,  fighting,  gamblings 
making  cards  and  counterfeit  coin.  The  committee  see  no  reason  why  these  ctus 
cannot  be  removed  in  New  Jersey  as  well  as  in  Connecticut,  nor  why  the  State 
Prison  in  New  Jersey,  like  that  in  Connecticut,  should  not,  instead  of  being  an  et- 
peoie  to  the  State  of  five  thousand  dollars  annually,  be  a  source  of  income  of  three 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

The  directors  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut  say,  in  their  last  report  to  the 
Legislature,  "  We  found  a  system  in  operation  at  the  old  Prison,  which  had,  for  ten 
years  previous  to  its  abandonment,  occasioned  to  the  State  an  expense  of  $S4,6S4  Oft 
over  and  above  its  earnings,  which  sum  had  been  drawn  from  the  treasury ;  beinsr 
an  average  deficit  of  more  than  $8,400  per  annum.  We  found  the  moral  results  of 
the  sy-ftem  to  be  more  unfortunate  than  the  pecuniary,  and  that  all  its  tendencies 
were  to  debase  and  corrupt  the  convict.  The  new  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  first  of  Apiil  last,  after  defraying  every  expense  for  its  management  and  sup- 
port, has  earned  to  the  State  $3,229  41 ;  making  a  difference  to  the  State,  between 
the  old  and  new  Prison,  of  $11,629  41  annually — an  annuity  more  than  sufficient,  in 
three  years,  to  cover  the  expense  of  building  the  new  Prison. 

**The  results  of  the  expeiiment,"  say  the  directors, "  ar«  now  before  the  public. 
We  can  truly  say,  they  have  exceeded  our  highest  anticipations,  both  as  it  respects 
their  moral  and  pecuniary  character." 

Your  committee  have  yet  to  leam  why  such  results  cannot  be  realized  in  New 
Jer^y,  a^  well  a?  in  Comiccticut. 

Thus  the  committee  on  the  State  Prison  has  endeavored  to  submit  the  facts,  in 
the  ca«  now  before  them,  in  a  full  and  impartial  manner.  These  have  produced, 
in  the  minds  of  the  committee,  an  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  eotutruetton  of  the 
Prison  14  cUtogether  wrong,  sknd  does  not  admit  of  being  e$scntialltf  corrected  in  the 
old  establishment.  The  diseipUnc,  in  conteqiience,  in  great  part,  qf  the  construe' 
tion,  may  be  called  disorder  rather  tlian  discipline.  The  escapes  have  been,  so  far 
a^  ojr  knowledge  extends,  without  a  parallel,  principallu  in  consequence  of  the 
imperfection  of  the  buildings.  The  punishments,  from  &e  same  disadvantages  in 
construction,  have  been  vc^ry  severe,  to  prevent  riots,  insurrections,  and  escapes. 
The  committee  greatly  lament  the  facts  in  evidence,  on  this  part.of  the  subject. 
The  deaths  are  more  numerous  than  they  would  be  in  a  Prison  well  constructed 
and  well  ventilated.  The  recommitments  are  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  convicts ;  and  the  cases  qf  r formation,  few  or  none ;  because  th^  men  are 
associated  together  day  and  night  for  purposes  of  mutual  corruption  ;  and  this 
cannot  be  prevented  in  these  buildings. 

The  expense  of  supporting  the  establishment  is  very  heavy,  and  this  too,  in  great 
part,  because  the  men  cannot  be  kept  at  their  husiness. 

The  difficulties  among  the  officers  are  greatly  to  be  Uunented.  If  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Prison  U  such,  that  the  priwners  provoke  the  under  officers,  because 
they  do  not  stay  in  their  places,  and  mind  their  business,  and  the  under  officers  pro- 
voke the  principal  keeper  because  they  do  not  stay  in  their  places  and  mind  their 
b:i'<ines4  ;  this  is  no  sufficient  excuse  for  passion,  profane  swearing,  and  wran^ 
glin^  among  the  officers  ;  these  things  should  have  no  place  in  this  public  insti' 
tution,  which  has  written  over  its  door,  "  The  New  Jersey  Penitewtiary." 

We  have  recommended  an  alteration  in  the  food  of  the  prisoners,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  more  health  and  stiength  to  labor,  without  any  considerable  uldi- 
tioaal  expense  for  food  to  the  Stale  ;  and  we  think  we  have  shown,  that  there  is  a  di£' 
fereoce.necesetarily,ofmor«<^fi  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  between  ihc  expense 
of  supporting  the  old  Pruon,  and  a  new  one,  in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  fuel, 
and  the  number  of  officers  required  in  the  old  PriH>n,  and  the  inconvenience  of  its 
loca'ion.  In  thi4  connexion,  we  think  wc  have  shown,  alsH),  from  the  example  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut, how  the  Stale  ofJ^ew  Jersey  can  save, in  a  few  years,  by 
builiing  a  new  Prison,  a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  difray  all  the  expenses  of 
its  construction. 

The  committee  therrfore  recommend,  with  entire  unanimity,  the  buildingofa 
nett  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auhum,  in  J^Tew  York,  and  at  WetK- 
ersfidd,  in  Connecticut. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  Prison  Discipline 
Sodety  at  Boitonhis  appropriated  and  expanded  in  our  State  Prison,  for  the  purpose 
of  oaoral  and  rcli.ious  in^ruction,  the  «ium  of  two  hundred  and  seventy -one  clollnrSi» 
in  liifierent  sums  and  at  different  periods,  which  amount,  they  recommend,  sbould 
be  refunded  to  the  Society. 
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In  eonclading  the  Report,  the  oominittee  consider  themBelTos  bound  to  sdknowledge 

tabiicW  the  great  benefit  and  adranfage  which  they  have  receiTod  from  the  Rev. 
oais  Dwight,  the  secretary  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Soeiety  in  Boston. 
His  intimate  acquaintance  with  every  thing  touching  the  aubject  of  Prison  disd- 

JAine,  and  the  in(>rniation  which  the  committee  has  derived  from  htm,  have  greatly 
ibcilitated  the  researches  and  ezaminationa  of  the  committee,  and  highly  merit  the 
thanks  of  the  Legislature. 


A.   HOWXLL 

Am  XI  DoBD 


'  >  Committee  €f  CowndX. 


Charlxs  HiLLAnn, 
LiTTLXToif  Ki&KPATRiCK,  1  CMiimtKee  tf 
FsnniivAirD  S.  ScHVircK,     [     ^ssemMy. 
Isaac  Hinchmak, 


Document  (B,) 

Showing  the  number  of  prisoners  who  are  supposed  to  have  died  In  consei|uence 
of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells  for  disobedience,  &.c. 

William  Thoma<i,  died  17  December,  1809. 

Thomas  Steward,  <*  28  July,  1811. 

John  O.  Brian,  "       6  Sept.  1828. 

William  Bower,  *<  25  April,  1816. 

John  Brown,  *'  10  Sept.  1821. 

Tunis  Cole,  «  22  August,  1822. 

Aaron  Strattain,  *<  20  Nov.  1827. 

Thomas  Somes,  <*  29  Nov.  1827. 

Pomp  Cisco,  "  29  Sept.  1828. 

Peter  Marks,  "  29  Feb.  1820. 


Document  (D,) 

Trenton,  Jan.  SOth,  1890 


JVVtfT  JeT$etf  TreOMury  D^arimeni, ) 


To  His  ExeelUney  Peter  D,   Vroom^  E$q. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  note  of  this  momiii|:,  I 
herewith  annex  a  statement,  showing  the  general  as  well  as  the  annual  operation 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  on  this  department,  from  1797,  the  time  the  first 
approprialion  was  made  for  its  erection,  up  to  1829,  inclusive.  The  statement  ia* 
cfudei  all  expenses  incurred  in  transportation  of  prisoners,  costs  of  proserutioo, 
erection  of  Prison,  officers*  salaries,  &c.  &.C.,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  anouil 
average  loss  is  about  five  thousand  dollars ;  the  whole  loss  being  ^164,968  01.  It 
will  idso  appear  by  the  statement,  tliat  in  1809, 1810, 1812,  and  181S,  there  were 
balances  in  favor  of  the  Prison.  These  results  did  not  ariM  from  the  operatioD  of 
the  Prison  in  any  of  those  years.  They  grew  out  of  the  sales  of  articles  manufactured 
m  former  years.  From  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I 
think  myself  safe  In  saying,  that  the  Prison  has  not  supported  itself  in  any  one  yetr 
since  its  erection. 

I  am^  with  great  respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

CHAR1.S8    PaRKSIL 


Statrmsnt  as  follows: 

1797.  PaM  Prison  agent $14,827  18 

1798.  «        •*        «•     18,54599 

1799.  "        "        "     1S,2854S 
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4as 


1900.    Pdd  keeper $6^79  08 

1801.  "         ««       6,079  27 

1802.  "         ««       8,25ft  18 

1803.  ««         "       7362  86 


1804. 

(( 

1305. 

<« 

1806. 

fC 

1S07. 

St 

1808. 

« 

<c 


cc 


8,179  38 
2,856  95 


« 


c« 
« 


. $2,607  29 
.  1,884  65 
.  2,486  73 


Cr. 

1809.  By  received  from  keeper $5,146  21 

1810.  «  «'         «  "      8,910  50 

1812.  «*  "  "  «      1,264  84 

1813.  "  "  «*  "      788  25 


1811.    To  paid  keeper $7,448  84 


1814. 

<«   < 

1815. 

<C     ( 

1816. 

C<     ( 

1817. 

cc    c 

1818. 

cc    c 

1819 

cc    c 

18J0. 

cc    c 

1821. 

■«    c 

cc 


cc 


cc 


4,135  50 
3,980  00 
6,364  56 
8,770  75 

"     9,839  24 

"     6,065  61 

"     1,872  50 

"     ,.10,169  84 


1822.      ««      ««  "     5,805  00 

Transportation,  3lc 1,678  49 


1823.    To  Mid  keeper 3,725  00 

Transportation,  &.c 2,740  27 


1824. 
1826. 
1826. 
1827. 
1828. 


paid  keeper 6,83100 

TransporUtion,  &c 2,160  81 

'    pakl  keeper  8,850  00 

Transportation 1,444  43 

■    paid  keeper 2,025  00 

Transportatkm,  &c 1,654  89 

<    paid  keeper 2,987  50 

Transportation 1,790  24 

«    paid  keeper 8,029  37 

Transportation,  3lc 2318  94 


1829.     **    paidkeeper 3,126  48 

Transportation,  &c 1,759  52 


21,776  29 

6,036  33 
$68368  17 

6,978  67 

^■^— ^^— ^■"^— ^ 

$76,946  84 


16,059  80 


Balande  against  the  Prison        $59,887  04 
Dr. 


58,651  38 
7,483  49 
6,465  27 
8,491  31 
4,794  43 
8,679  89 
4,777  74 
5,848  31 
4,885  00 


Total $164363  81 
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DOCUMSITT  XE,) 

JWto  Jer$ey  Prison — ^90  Pritoner$,  1829. 


Provi»ons $1,593  I9| 

Clothing 607  17 

Incidentals 845  12^ 

Furniture 18  15j 

Repairs 65  94 

Fuel 613  93 

Profit  and  Loss  Account. . ; 38  00 


Pay  of  officers, 


$3,081  50| 
.  3,117  50 


$6,199  00| 


^  Earmimg's^ 

Nail  Factory $10  07^ 

Cooper  Shop 15  73| 

Plaster 856  35 

Sundry  Account 126  88 

Shoe  Shop,  or  Cordwainers..  1,106  93^ 

Weaving  Account 1,708  91 

Stone  sawing  Account 29  32 

Interest  Account 75  67| 


$8,427  98 
8,081  50 

$846  48 


Conneetieut  Prison — 134  Prisoners,  1829. 


£zpense$, 

Provi«»ion $1,863  08 

Clo'hing  and  Bedding 495  20 

Fuel  and  IncidcnfaP 

Expenses  including 

the   Salary  of  the 

Officers 
Hospital. 


*- 8,378  78 


,139  12 


Smith's  Shop $474  89 

Cooper's  Shop 1,258  SS 

Shoe  Shop 8,540  62 

Nail  Shop 1,771  64 

Carpenter's  Shop 1,368  72 

Tailor's  Shop 16  84 

Labor  of  Lumpers 49  85 

614  68 


$5376  18 
Earnings  of  Connecticut 


ct 


$9,105  54 

N.  Jersey 8,427  98 


Difference 6,677  56 


Expenses  of  N.  Jersey  more  than  Connecticut $  322  86^ 

Earnings  of  "         Jess  than  **  6,677  56 


Bxtract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Millery  Warden  of  Maine  State  Prison,  dated 

Tkomaston,  April  20,  1830. 

"  Since  I  entered  on  the  dufies  of  my  office,  (July  1, 1828,)  a  conyenient  build- 
ing has  been  erected  for  female  convicts,  encloFed  by  a  yard,  so  as  to  exclude  them 
entirely  from  the  view  of  the  males.  In  the  summer  of  1828,  twenty  additional 
ccUi  were  erec'ed  on  the  west  wing  of  the  Prison.  The  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction iiuparfed  to  the  convicts  has  been  limited  to  one  short  sermon  each  Sab- 
bath, until,  the  last  summer,  a  Sabbath  School  was  establbhed  at  the  Prison.  I 
have  this  day  written  Mo-^es  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq.,  warden  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison,  requesting  him  to  forward  me  his  views  on  the  subject  of  books,  w  well  as 
the  mode  of  in^ruclion,  clashing  the  convicts,  branches  taught,  &c.  Could  you 
find  time  an'l  opportunity  to  send  me  your  view«  on  the  same  subject,  I  should  es- 
t  'em  it  a  treasMre  worth'pre^ervinr.  I  think  of  becoming  a  member  of  your  valu- 
able Prison  DiscipUne  Society,  (if  found  worthy.)  I  shall  send  to  the  Sabbath 
School  Union  Dcpoitory  in  Bo-ton  for  the  book*)  for  the  school  and  library.  I  find 
it  flilicult  to  ascertaiq,  with  accuracy,  the  number  of  convicts  who  were  intemper- 
ate drin'cers  when  committed ;  but  I  have  u«!d  my  utmost  endeavors  to  ascertain 
the  fjc»  as  near  as  possible,  and  am  confident  that  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that 
more  than  two  thir^t^  of  all  the  crimes,  for  which  the  convicts  are  now  sufering  im- 
prisonment in  this  Prison,  may  be  traced,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  an  intem- 
perate u?e  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Of  the  ninety-one  convicts  now  in  Prison,  sev- 
enteen were  unable  to  read  when  committed.*' 
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Extract  ^  a  Xetter  from  Hon.  John  H.  Cotton,  Superintendent  of  the  State 

Prison,  dated  Windsor,  Vermont,  May  5, 1830. 

"We  have  preaching  and  other  religioui  exercises  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  a 
school  for  the  instructiun  of  thos;i  who  come  in  destitute  of  any  education,  coniain- 
iogt  upon  an  average,  for  the  year,  fifteen  scholars. 

As  lor  as  information  can  be  obtained,  in  relation  to  the  habit?  of  the  convicts 
previoiu  to  th^ir  coming  to  Prison,  the  generality  of  them  acknowledge,  that  the 
to3  free  U33  of  ardent  spirit)  was  the  great  cauie  of  the  commisjiou  of  the  crimes 
lor  which  they  were  convicted." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  dated  Balti- 
more, Jlpril  17,  1830. 

"The  keeper  regrets  that  the  copy  of  your  Report?,  which  you  mcnUon  as 
having  sent,  did  not  reach  him.  It  should  have  arrived  at  the  same  lime  with  your 
letter,  but  tnust  have  miscaj^ried.  Your  letter  was,  however,  laid  before  the  ulrec- 
tors,  a  few  days  since,  at  their  monthly  meeting ;  and  they  have  authorized  a  sub- 
scriptioQ  for  one  hundred  copies.  The  amount  may  be  collected  either  through 
any  one  of  the  banks  in  this  city,  by  a  draft  upon  me  as  clerk  of  the  Penitentiary, 
cr  transmitted  by  mail,  at  your  option.'' 

Extract  of  a  I^etter  from  Samuel  P,  Parsons,  Keeper  of  the  Virginia  Peniten- 
tiary, dated  Richmond,  May  26, 1830. 

^  The  improvements  made  since  the  buildimr  was  rebuilt,  in  1824,  consist  in  al- 
tering the  celb,  directed  by  the  law  of  1824,  from  dark  and  clo^c  solitude,  to  light 
and  more  airy  ones.  There  has  been  a  change  in  the  ho  pital  of  some  importance, 
though  this  department  b  still  very  far  short  of  the  most  de4rable  change  to  com- 
plete the  system.  From  the  hospital  flows  a  very  immoral  influence,  af^er  sepa- 
rating convicts  at  night;  and  I  question  much  whether  it  is  not  a  mockery  upon 
th^  police  to  have  a  hoipitil  where  the  patients  are  associated,  day  an'l  night,  with- 
out restrain^, — the  bad,  an  J  the  worse  than  bad,  the  subject  of  flat'ering  expecta- 
tion of  refonnation,  and  the  irreclaimable,  all  grouped  together ;  the  one  in ^tnic  ed  to 
thin'-£  contemptuou:»ly  of  th3  jui'ice  of  thit  punishment  calculated  to  refonn,  and  ren- 
der him  useful  to  himself  and  country,  while  the  other  has  the  strongest  inducement 
to  feign  himself  sick,  to  be  transferred  to  the  place  of  all  others  the  most  congenial 
with  his  wishes.  We  rarely  have  a  sche.ne  of  villany,  or  improper  conduct  of  any 
kin  J,  thiit  is  unconnected  with  the  hospital.  A  greater  subdivision  of  the  rooms 
ha!9  enabled  us,  for  th j  las^  twelve  months,  to  separate  all  the  prisoners  when  not 
at  labor,  (except  in  the  ho'tpital.) 

The  ntoral  and  religious  instruction  consists  in  fumisbing  each  convict  witVi  a 
Bible  and  other  books  calculated  to  improve  the  min  1,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
superintendent,  and  occasionally  preaching  by  the  mints'ers  of  difllerent  societies. 
We  have  no  room  large  enough  to  as-emble  the  convicts  in ;  and,  when  as^mblcd,  it 
b  in  the  open  yard.  It  b  therefore  in  good  weather  only  that  we  can  have  the  ser- 
vice of  thoie  dbposed  to  aid  uj  in  the  work  of  reformation.  If  I  had  a  printed  copy 
of  my  report  to  the  governor  at  the  clo^e  of  last  year,  I  would  send  it;  but  as  I  have 
Dot,  I  subfoin  an  extract  from  it,  on  tlib  subject. 

*  I  hops  I  shall  be  excused  for  retnarkin:!^,  that,  notwithstanding  Ihe  Prison  b  in 
leau'ifil  order,  uo'ler  a  good  and  efficient  police,  I  consider  it  defective  in  a  moral 
p»nt  of  view ;  believing,  as  I  do,  that,  while  government  b  punbhing  ofT^O'fers,  to 
the  terror  of  dvil  doers,  and  to  correct  their  nMral  habits  H  should  extend  the  cor- 
rec'ion  to  the  Improvement  of  the  mini,  so  far  as  to  give  thoie  entirely  des-itu'c  of 
ed'jcition  5u1icien^  to  enable  them  to  transact  the  coranioii  businefs  of  lif;.  Thb 
initnietion  I  would  not  extend  beyoni  reading,  writing,  and  arithrae^i'-  as  far  as 
the  rule  of  three.  Was  there  a  suitable  place  erec'ed  for  a  chapel,  the  convicts 
micht  receive  moral  and  rali?ious  invtmc^ioo,  without  adding  to  (he  exp^nse^  of 
the  in-tilalioo.  A  school  wouM  be  onranized  for  the  instruction  of  thow  without 
ed'jcatkm,  and  such  of  the  charitable  and  ben'iTolent  min>sters  of  the  go«pel,  of  fho 
varioos  denominations  of  Christians,  as  are  induced  to  adminbter  counsel  to  the 
convicts,  would  have  a  comfortable  room  to  m*:^*  in.* 

We  have  but  fit*ie  fickneas  except  such  as  has  be?n  contracted  before  coovictioo ; 
mo^y  con«amp*ion  of  the  p«ilmonarv  character,  and  *he  drop«y,  having  their  0*1- 
gin  generally  in  intemperance  and  dIsMpation.    Of  the  number  confined  at  tfab 
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time,  there  are  thirty-two  that  have  been  hard  drinkers;  there  are  seventy-cix 
tliat  cannot  read  and  write,  twenty  of  which  are  colored.  Some  are  well  intoru  ed, 
and  in  general  the  most  incorriaible  villains,  which  proves  to  n^y  nJmi,  that 
where  a  man  has  had  good  instruction,  with  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  well,  and 
departs  from  correct  principles,  and  con  inues  in  bad  habits  he  becomes  u.ore  hard- 
ened, and  is  the  object  of  Ics3  hope,  than  he  who  has  not  had  the  same  oppoftuiiity.*' 

Extract  rf  a  Letter  from  B,  Leonard,  Keeper  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  dated 

Columbus,  April  2S8,  1830. 

"  Our  Prison  has  always  been  a  sinking  institution,  to  the  amount  oi  nnar  i|iO,000, 
annually.  The  Priaon-yard,  buildings,  &c.,  occupy  about  one  and  an  half  acresof 
ground.  We  iiave  not  shops  sufficient  to  employ  more  than  eighty  men,  and  no 
room  in  the  yard  for  building  any  more,  leaving  seventy  men  constantly  unem- 
ployed. I  have  been  in  the  establishment  only  since  the  first  of  March;  con^c- 
Quently  my  knowled^  is  lintited ;  but,  from  what  I  have  discovered,  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  mujt  abamion  the  system,  or  extend  the  Prison,  and  make  arrangements 
for  solitary  confinement  at  night. 

You  inquire  how  many  have  been  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  Frcnn 
an  inquiry  made  of  each  individual,  separate  and  apart  from  any  o'her,  last  Novem- 
ber, it  appeared  that  about  four  fifths  were  more  or  less  addicted  to  drinking  spirits, 
ftnd  that  dissipation  was  principally  the  cau^e  of  their  crimes. 

Of  the  present  number  in  the  Prison,  about  two  thirds  of  the  number  can  resd, 
and  about  one  half  can  write.  As  regards  improvements,  none  of  any  consequence 
have  been  made  of  late." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Scott,  Keeper  of  the  Kentucky  Penitentiary,  dat- 
ed Frankfort,  Kentucky,  July  8, 1830. 

**  It  ^ve  me  much  pleasure  to  know  that  you  felt  an  interest  in  the  state  of  Pen- 
itentiaries and  of  Penitentiary  discipline  in  the  western  country. 

liic  Kentucky  Penitentiary  was  established  by  law  in  the  year  1798,  in  the  town 
of  Frankfort,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  Kentucky  river.  The  exte- 
rior wall  is  built  of  rough  stone,  and  is  twenty-six  feet  in  height.  The  outer  wall 
encloses  about  two  acres  of  ground,  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram.  The  prinripal 
buildings  are  a  three-story  brick  hou^e,  used  as  an  omcf  and  store*houM ;  a  three- 
story  brick  building,  about  eighty  feet  long,  containing  nine  rooms,  u^  as  werii- 
shops,  &c. ;  a  two-story  brick  building, '  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  opca 
above  and  t>elow,  from  one  end  to  the.o.her,  used  as  work-shops;  also  a  two-'^tory 
"stone  building,  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  lon^,  divided  in  the  ccn*re  by  a  passage 
running  from  one  end  to  the  other,  above  and  below,  on  ihe  fides  of  which  are  ooe 
hundred  single  celH,  each  about  seven  feet  long,  four  feet  broad,  and  seven  feet 
high,  u^ed  as  dormitories  for  the  prisoners.    The  cells  are  kept  white  and  ciran. 

Many  of  the  paritions  have  been  torn  away,  in  order  to  make  the  work-shops  a^ 
large  as  peesible,  and  to  confine  the  prisoners,  when  at  work,  within  view  or  the 
officers. 

The  prisoners  are  lodged,  from  dark  to  day-light,  in  separate  cell«,  which  are  lift- 
ed and  aired  by  means  of  two  grated  windows,  one  on  each  side  of  the  cell.  They 
lie  upon  beds  stuffed  with  straw  or  shavings,  with  covering  suitable  to  the  season. 
The  cclh  are  without  fire.    The  cells  are  swept  daily,  and  washed  weekly. 

A  physician  is  emplo>'ed,  at  a  salary  of  $100  per  annum.  The  Prison  b  enfirelr 
destitute  of  a  hospital  and  nurse,  as  they  are  but  little  needed  :  «icknc8i  and  death 
being  rare  among  the  prisoners.  In  the  last  five  years,  one  prisoner  has  been  shot 
by  the  guard,  one  has  been  stabbed  by  his  fellow  prisoner,  one  has  been  hung,  and 
one  has  died  of  a  disease  under  which  he  had  been  lone  laboring. 

There  are  now  in  this  Prison  two  black  and  ninety-five  white  per-ons,  all  males. 
About  forty-six  lo^  their  parents  before  they  were  sixteen  years  old ;  about  thirty 
of  them  cannot  read ;  eighteen  or  twenty  have  been  habitual  drunkards,  and  more 
than  two  thirds  of  (he  whole  number  attribute  their  confinement,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  intemperance." 
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AITNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  on  Tuesday,  Mvj  24, 
at  )2  o'clock,  M.y  in  Park  Street  Meeting-House. 

The  President  of  the  Society,  Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  io 
the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  reading  the  18th  chapter  of  Matthew, 
by  Rot.  Mr.  Fairchild.  Prayer  was  then  oflfered'  by  Rev.  Mr.  Buo- 
DBN  :  after  which  the  Treasurer  exhibited  his  annual  statement  of  the 
funds,  and  the  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the  Annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Everett  offisred  a  resolution  recommeod- 
iog  the  acceptance  of  the  Report,  which  was  seconded  by  Rer.  Ur 
Hewitt. 

On  MuOian  of  Reo,  Mr,  Potter,  seconded  hy  Alfred  D.  Foster,  £^  • 

of  Worcester, 

Resolved,  That  the  condition  of  Poor,  Imprisoned  Lunaticfl,  de- 
serves the  particular  and  persevering  exertions  of  this  Society,  and  au 
the  friends  of  humanity. 

Mr.  Everett  and  Mr.  Potter  addressed  the  meeting  in  support  oi 
the  resolutions  they  oi^red. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipune  Society,  in  prft- 
KDting  their  Sixth  Annual  Report,  have  occasion  to  acknowledge  the 
goodness  and  sererity  of  God ; — the  goodness  of  Grod,  in  mercifuUj 
iQcIiniag  the  hearts  of  men  to  do  so  much,  during  the  past  year,  in  this 
department  of  Christian  benerolence ;  and  the  severity  of  God,  in  re- 
moving by  death  one  of  its  beloved  life  members,  one  of  its  life  direc- 
tor?, and  one  of  its  vice-presidents.      The  life  member  to  whom  wc 
allnde,  resided  in  New  York ;  was  intimately  connected  with  the  great 
objects  of  benevolence  in  that  city ;  died  at  sea  just  before  the  week  of 
the  anniversary  meetings,  and  was  often  mentioned  and  deeply  lamented 
by  the  different  societies  there,  as  he  deserves  to  be  here,  for  his  cwdial 
cooperation  in  all  benevolent  designs.     When  the  heart  and  hand  of  such 
a  man  as  Archibald  Falconer  are  cold  in  death,  the  agents  of  benev- 
olent  societies  feel  their  loss. — The  life  director,  whose  decease  we  arc 
called  to  deplore,  possessed  the  same  spirit;  was  more  extensively  known ; 
and  was  to  this  Society,  as  to  many  others,  among  the  earliest  and  most 
liberal  benefactors.     We  allude  to  Josiah  Bissell  of  Rochester,  New 
York.    We  have  heard  Mr.  Evartssay,  if  there  were  twelve  such  men 
in  the  world,  it  would  hasten  the  approach  of  the  miJIennium. — The  vice- 
president  of  this  Society,  whose  death  we  most  deeply  feel,  was  a  friend 
to  this  object  before  the  Society  was  formed,  or  even  contemplated,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  by  himself    His  comprehensive  mind,  his  deep  research, 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world  in  which  we  live,  convinced  Mr. 
E^ARTs,  long  before  it  had  been  proposed,  that  the  ground  now  occupi-, 
^  by  this  Society  was  a  field  for  observation  and  benevolent  action, 
^'hich  must  not  be  neglected.     While  the  revered  man  of.  whom  we 
^ak,  thus  felt  and  reasoned,  and  gave  the  most  substantial  evidence  ot 
his  approbation  by  his  countenance,  patronage,  and  a  letter  of  credit 
vbich  would  have  furnished  Bibles  for  all  the  Prisons  in  the  land,  other.o, 
^bo  might  have  esteemed  themselves  wiser  that  Mr.  Evarts,  looked  on 
^'ith  indifference.     The  coolness,  decision,  heartfelt  approbation,  and 
better  of  credit,  above  alluded  to,  written  in  the  full  strength  of  faith, 
and  confidence  of  hope  and  affectiftn,  for  the  purpose  of  recommending 
a  suitable  agent  to  examine  and  supply  destitute  Prisons  with  the  Bible, 
Slight  have  been,  for  aught  we  know,  the  hinge  on  which  the  very  exist- 
ence of  this  Society  depended.     It  was  written  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  the  American  Bible  Society,  we  think,  in  October  1624,  about 
A2 


433  PRISON   MSCirLINE   SOCIBTT.  6 

■even  months  before  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  was  formed.     We 
wish  we  had  the  letter  here,  and  probably  might  have  had  it,  greatly  to 
the  benefit  of  this  Society,  if  we  h&d  supposed  that  the  body  of  the  be- 
loved friend  who  wrote  it,  would  have  been,  at  the  very  time  of  reading 
the  Report,  on  the  way  to  this  city,  to  receiye  the  last  honors  and  sor- 
rows which  wc  can  express,  before  it  is  laid  in  the  tomb  beneath  this 
church.     Our  grief  at  his  death  we  should  not  know  how  to  bear,  if 
Heayen  was  not  brought  nearer  to  earth  by  it,  and  if  we  had  not  already 
seen  how  this  event  teaches  humility,  dependence  on  God,  tenderness; 
of  heart,  brotherly  kindness,  and  submission ;  and  if  we  'did  not  regard 
it  as  the  ocf  of  God,  which  will  probably  produce  greater  efiects  on 
the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  Christian  and  heathen  land?, 
than  the  personal  presence  of  our  departed  friend,  his  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  counsel,  and  his  correspondence  with  the  churches.  Bekides,  wc  think 
there  is  instruction  in  this  event,  in  regard  to  our  duty  as  a  nation  to 
the  Indians,  which  could  not  have  been  so  effectually  taught  unthout  the 
sacrifice.     Oh  that  all  being  wise,  who,  in  the  Divine  Mind,  have  any 
concern  in  this  death,  may  learn  fast,  and  continue  to  learn  for  a  long 
time,  what  it  teaches ; — truth  to  the  false,  magnanimity  and  benevo- 
lence to  the  oppressor  and  the  covetous,  humility  without  ostentation. 
Godly  sorrow  for  personal  guilt  and  the  sins  of  the  world,  temperance,, 
equanimity,  decision,  courage,  patient  labor  while  life  lasts,  love  to  Christ 
and  the  souls  of  men,  and  peace  in  death,  to  all  the  churches  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ : — ^thcso  arc  some  of  the  things  to  be  learnt  in  memory  of 
our  departed  friend. 

I 

We  must  now  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  proceed  to  the  plan 
•f  {he  Report. 

Tub  ARnANOBMBNT    WILL  BE  GGOC^RAPHICAL,    AN1>  THB  TOPICS   WILL 

BB,  Imprisonment  pon  Debt,  State  Prisons,  Houses  op  Refugr 

FOR  JVVBNILB   DELINQUENTS,   CoUNTT    PrISONS,    ANB    AsTLUMS-  POR 

poor  and  imprisoned  Lunatics. 

MAINE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Mains. — A  law  was  passed  in  March  last, 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  frauudlent  debtors.  Thr 
,  ostensible  object  in  passing  this  law  was,  to  exempt  the  honest  debtor 
from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  except  in  cases  wher9  fraud  is  allccrd 
and  proved,  by  competent  witnesses,  before  an  impartial  tribunal,  the 
provisions  of  this  law  apply  to  all  debts  exceeding  five  dollars.  They 
give  the  execution  creditor  power  to  call  the  debtor  before  two  jiLs- 
Uces  of  the  quorum,  and  propose  interrogatories;  and  if  it  shall  appear, 
that  the  debtor  has  no  property,  except  such  as  is  by  law  exempt  from 
attachment,  and  that  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  fraudulent  concealment, 
the  justices  may  administer  the  poor  debtor's  oath  immediatrly,  provid- 
ed the  creditor  does  not  appeal  from  their  decision.  If,  on  exaroinalion, 
the  justices  are  satisfied  that  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  the  oath,  he  may 
be  committed  to  Prison  without  the  privilege  of  bail,  until  he  surrenders 
property  which  he  may  have  concealed,  or  pays  the  debt.  This  law,  if 
properly  administered,  may  probably  save  from  imprisonment  in  Maine 
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about  one  thousand  persons  annually.  The  extent  of  the  evil,  which  it 
is  intended  to  remedy,  may  be  estimated  from  the  list  of  cases  of  impri»-' 
ODinent,  as  shown  by  the  Records  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  during  the 
last  year.* 


*  Lisi  of  Ihbiors  commUttd  to  tJxe  Prison  in  Wisca»$et,  within  tlu  Coitnty  of  IJMeoln^  in 

the.  courgt  ofUie  year  enditig  January  1,  1831. 
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Bailed. 


f  U.  8.  I 
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By  A.  8.  Oct.  II. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Nor.  30. 

a    If        tt  It     Dao.  1& 

Bailed,  no  return. 

t(  It  M 

It        It      It 
By  plaintiff *s  att.  Jan.  1, 1831. 

Bailed, 
ft 
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By  sec.  of  treas.,  May  14. 
tt    tt    t«     ft       Sept.  34. 
Bycredit'>r,Oet.96. 

Baiiud,  no  rBtiim. 
i(        ft      tt 

!By  notes  for  amount  ofboth  exe- 
cutions and  costs,  Nor.  93. 
By  plnintiff,  May  5. 
By  plainlifltDee.  31. 
By  poor  debtor'b  oath,  Oct.  V. 

Bailwl. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Aug.  II. 

Bailed. 

By  note*  for  eo^ts  and  taking  tlw 
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By  UklDg  li»  oalh,  Mmj  17,  Wl. 
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'  8iaie  Prison  at  TTiamaston. — This  Prison  contains  aboat  as  manj 
solitary  cells  as  convicts.  These  cells  are  so  constructed  and  arranged, 
that  evil  communication  is  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  prevent- 
ed, while  the  men  are  confined  in  them,  which  is  about  one  half  of  the 
whole  time.  We  believe  that  each  cell  is  furnished  with  a  Bible;  and 
that  the  cells  are  so  constructed  as  to  admit  light  enough  to  read  in  the 
daytime.  A  large  part  of  time,  therefore,  is- spent,  by  the  convicts  in 
this  Prison,  in  silence  and  solitude,  with  the  Word  of  God  in  their  hands; 
so  that  those  who  can  read,  if  they  are  disposed,  have  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  read  the  Bible,  without  shame,  and  with  none  to  take  the  good 
seed  out  of  their  hearts,  at  the  moment  it  is  planted :  and  those  who 
cannot  read,  can  think.  In  compassion  to  those  who  cannot  read,  a 
Sabbath  school  has  been  instituted,  where  they  can  learn.  A  chaplain 
is  employed  to  superintend  it,  as  well  as  to  preach  the  gospel ;  and  the 
warden  appears  to  be  a  man,  who  cooperates  with  the  chaplain  in  the 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts.     Joint  labor  is  perform- 
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No  oxccoiioa  being  levied,  Aog. 
3,1830. 


Bailed. 
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SIXTH  BSPORT'-ldSl. 


ed,  under  close  inflection,  when  the  convicta  are  neither  in  sofittry  con- 
finement, nor  under  instruction ;  so  that  the  whole  time,  except  that 
allotted  to  sleep  and  food,  is  designed  to  he  filled  up  with  reading  and 
reflectKHi,  instruction,  supervision  and  labor.  With  this  system,  we  be- 
lieve the  instances  are  not  solitary,  in  which  the  grace  of  God  has  prov- 
ed sufficient  to  turn  the  heart  from  sin  to  holiness.  We  have  the  evi- 
dence of  our  own  senses,  and  of  several  undoubted  witnesses,  concern- 
ing one  instance  of  most  remarkable  conversion  from  the  Prison,  in 
which  the  nature  has  been  changed  as  from  the  lion  to  the  lamb.  This 
man  was  a  terror  to  all  around  him.  Even  when  he  intended  to  do  no 
harm,  his  keepers  were  afiraid  of  him.     We  have  heard  an  account  firom 
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the  keepers  themselves  of  his  ^)pe«rtBce,  and  of  their  own  feelings, 
when  he  was  first  brought  to  the  Prison,  confirming  this  repreaentatioD. 
We  have  seen  this  man  since  his  discharge  repeatedly,  and  have  heard 
the  testimony  of  his  neighbors  concerning  him.  He  iqipears  like-  a 
Christian,  humble,  grateful  and  afTectionate,  trust-worthy  and  useful. 
Thus  far  it  appears,  since  his  discharge,  that  there  is  nothing  in  him  to 
hurt  or  destroy.  He  is  a  standing  monument  in  Portland  of  the  sofereign 
mercy  and  power  of  pod.  , 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — ^There  is  none  in  Maine. 
There  ought  to  be  one.  Portland  is  the  place  fw  it.  The  benefits  which 
fiow  from  these  institutions  are  too  many  to  be  deferred,  in  every  state 
where  there  is  a  Jarge  seaport  town,  like  Portland. 

County  Prisons. — ^There  is  one,  and  only  one,  so  far  as  our  knowl- 
edge extends,  on  a  new  and  imprbved  construction,  viz.  the  Prison  at 
Bangor. 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — :There  is  none ;  though 
the  number  of  lunatics  in  the  state  is  probably  not  far  from  420,  of  whom 
two  hundred  and  fifty  may  be  supposed  poor  and  friendless. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  and  Scarcity  of  Prisoners. — ^New  Hampshire 
is  a  favored  state  in  respect  to  the  small  number  of  its  prisoners.  The 
causes  of  this  state  of  things  is  a  subject  of  curious  and  important  in- 
quiry. The  fact  is  unquestionable.  In  the  New  Hampshire  State 
Prison,  in  a  state  containing  nearly  300,000  inhabitants,  the  average 
number  of  convicts  for  a  series  of  years,  has  not  greatly  varied  from 
sixty ;  less  than  one  half  the  number  in  Vermont,  while  the  population 
of  these  states  is  nearly  the  same ;  about  one  fiflh  part  as  many  as  m 
Massachusetts,  while  the  population  is  more  than  one  half  as  great  : 
and  about  one  third  part  as  many  as  in  Connecticut,  while  the  popula- 
tion of  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut  is  nearly  equal.  The  same 
state  of  things  is  apparent  in  the  County  Prisons.  In  Portsmouth,  the 
principal  town,  the  Jail  is  almost  nothing.  There  are  seldom  any  debt- 
ors in  it,  and  very  few  criminals.  The  building  is  very  smsdl,  the 
apartments  few,  and  the  use  made  of  them  but  little.  We  know  of  no  one 
among  the  Northern  States  so  privileged  as  New  Hampshire,  in  regard 
to  its  small  Prisons  and  its  few  prisoners.  What  are  the  causes  f  So 
far  as  imprisonment  for  debt  is  concerned,  the  remedy  which  has  been 
^  applied,  greatly  to  diminish  its  number  of  prisoners,  is  very  simple. 
No  man  can  be  imprisoned  for  less  than  $13,33.  This  simple  pro- 
vision does  away  about  one  half  the  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt.* 

**  Cases  of  ^Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  tht  Jails  of  CharifsUnpn  attd  LemcatUr,  N.  H.  dmi»x 

the  Year  1830,  from  the  Records. 
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Eren  in  BlkMBaehiuietts,  where  no  person  can  be  imprisoned  for  less 
than  96,  it  appears  by  an  examination  of  the  records,  that  extending 
the  lom  to  $13,33,  would  save  from  imprisonment  about  six  hundred 
persons  annually ;  and  in  PennsylTania  a  law  like  that  in  New  Hamp- 
shire would  hare  saved  from  imprisonment,  in  the  beautiful  city  of 
Philadelphia,  during  fifteen  months,  ending  November  30,  1830,  more 
than  nine  hundred  and  forty*five  persons.  Without  stopping  to  inquire 
how  it  has  come  to  pass  that  New  Hampshire  should  be  so  wise,  so 
humane,  as  not  to  incarcerate  the  body  c^  a  citizen,  for  less  than  913,33,^ 
while  the  land  of  William  Penn  does  it  for  days  and  weeks  for-  a  few 
cents,  the  fact  is  incontrovertible ;  and  the  conseqnencesl  of  the  fact 
upon  public  morals  may  be  illustrated  as  follows :  If  New  Hampshire 
should  annul  the  8im[de  law  above  mentioned,  which  many  persons, 
unacqaainted  with  the  records  of  prisons,  might  suppose  of  the  least 
possible  consequence,  then  New  Hampshire  would  commit  to  prison 
about  five  hundred  persons  annually  more  than  she  does,  with  the  law 
as  it  now  stands.  Now,  all  these  hundreds  of  persons  would  be  placed 
in  schools  of  vice ;  subject  to  the  degrading  and  demoralizing  process  of 
imprisonment  and  incarceration ;  there  to  be  taught  many  of  the  arts  of 
gamblers,  counterfeiters,  pick-pockets  and  thieves,  of  which  they  never 
dreamt ;  while  in  the  Literary  Institution  at  Hanover,  there  are  about 
one  third  of  this  number  subject  to  the  <^posite  process  of  intellectual 
and  moral  improvement.     **  Great  effects  resuU  from  little  causesJ* 
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There  is  adll  another  law,  which  has  some  effect  in  diminiahing  the 
number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  Hampshire.  The 
limits  of  the  Jail  yaiti  are  the  limits  of  the  town.  We  hate  no  means 
of  ascertaining  accutfltely  bow  many  this  provision  in  the  law  has 
saved  annually  from  the  demoralizing  and  vice^iving  influence  of  incar- 
ceration ;  probably  not  less  than  two  hundred,  or  as  many  of  its  sons, 
annually,  as  it  sends  to  Dartmouth  College  in  four  years.  So  much  for 
the  manner  in  which  New  Hampshire  keeps,  its  schods  of  vice  shut 
against  hundreds  of  its  citizens,  who  might  otherwise  be  committed  to 
them  by  force  of  law. 

It  is  objected  to  this  mild  and  humane  system  of  the  collecting  of  debts, 
which  has  such  a  powerful  effect  on  the  public  morals,  that  it  destroys 
or  impairs  credit.  But  this  is  not  true.  We  have  a  certtficale  signed 
by  many  respectable  merchants  in  Boston,  ihki  there  is  no  diotinctioo 
known  or  ever  heard  of  by  them  in  Boston  between  country  merchants 
from  New  Hampehire  and  Massachusetts,  arising  from  the  difference 
in  the  laws  of  tl^ese  states  with  respect  to  the  collection  of  debts. 

It  is  still  objected,  that  these  small  provisions  are  such  as  never  were 
supposed  to  destroy  credit  The  answer  is,  If  they  are  too  small  to  im- 
pair credit,  they  are  laige  enough  to  do  away  full  half  the  evil  of  im- 
pri^nment  for  debt 

But  should  it  be  said,  though  they  may  not  impair  credit  abroad, 
among  large  dealers,  they  may  at  home,  in  smaller  business ;  we  an- 
swer,' that  there  is  littDe  or  no  COTOplaint  of  these  laws  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  little  or  no  disposition  in  the  legidatore  to  repeal  them.  On 
tiie  contrary,  the  governor  of  New  Hamp^ire,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  recommended  a  still  further  amelioration  of  the  laws  on  tbe 
subject  of  impriscmment  for  debt ;  and  so  far  as  there  was  an  ezpressioa 
of  the  views  of  the  legislature,  they  were  in  coincidence  with  those  of 
the  governor.  We  have  reason  to  suppose,  therefore,  that  thQ  laws  of 
New  Hampshire,  on  this  subject,  will  be  more  mild  before  they  are 
more  severe,  and  we  hope  that  other  states  will  profit  by  the  example 
of  New  Hampshire,  which,  by  these  simple  enactments,  has  preserred 
hundreds  of  iiB  citizens,  not  only  fi'om  arrest  and  incarceration,  but 
frmn  degradation,  and  training  in  County  Prisons,  those  schools  of  vice, 
lor  the  State  Prison. 

SiaU  Prison  ai  Caneard. — ^It  is  not  more  apparent  in  the  County 
Prisons,  by  the  small  number  of  debtors  that  are  confined  in  them,  than 
^by  the  State  Prison  at  Concord,  by  the  small  number  of  convicts,  that 
New  Hampshire  is  a  favored  state,  in  regard  to  its  Prisons.  Two  of 
the  principal  causes  of  the  smaU  number  of  convicts  are  its  debtor  laws 
and  pauper  laws.  The  County  Prisons  have  few  debtors  in  training  for 
villany  and  State  Prison  punishment,  and  the  Poor  Houses  are  not 
sustained  by  a  heavy  state  tax,  for  the  support  of  foreign  paupers,  as  in 
Massachusetts,  by  a  system  which  operates  as  a  bounty  on  pauperism  ; 
and  if  as  a  bounty  on  pauperism,  as  a  bounty  on  vice,  degradation,  cor- 
ruption, and  preparation  for  the  State  Prison.  Since  the  old  State  Pn»> 
ons  are  reformed,  we  know  of  no  greater  schools  of  vice,  heavy  weight 
to  hold  down,  and  keep  from  rising,  the  public  morals,  than  County 
Prisons,  with  numerous  debtors  in  close  confinement,  and  the  throng- 
ed Poor-Houses  of  the  large  towns.    Loss  of  personal  liberty,  idleness 
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gambling,  lascifiousness,  blasphemy,  wrath,  consciousness  of  degrada- 
tioD  and  loss  of  character,  and  hopelessness  of  ever  rising  from  it,  and 
a  system  which  holds  out  a  valuable  pecuniary  consideration  to  keep 
the  numbers  good  of  debtors  and  paupers,  in  Prisons  and  Poor^Houses ; 
this  is  that,  in  part  at  least,  which  prepares  subjects  lor  the  State  Pris- 
00.  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  have  preparatory 
liciiools,  in  great  numbers,  of  this  description ;  New  Hampshire  scarce* 
ly  one,  witfam  our  knowledge,  in  the  whole  state.  This  is  unquestion- 
ably the  cause,  in  part,  of  Sie  scarcity  of  convicts  in  New  Hampshire. 
There  are  not  so  many  Prisons  thronged  with  debtors,  nor  so  many 
Poor-Houses  with  bribed  inmates,  established  as  half-way  houses  of 
dronkenness  and  ill  fame,  between  ordinary  degradation  and  the  State 
Prison.  So  great  is  the  sidvantage  of  New  Hampshire  over  Massachu- 
setts, in  these  respects,  that  we  believe  it  would  be  better  for  New 
Hampshire  to  levy  a  state  tax  to  pay  all  debts  of  the  poor  under  the  sum 
of  91383,  than  to  return  to  the  old  law  of  imprisonment  for  any  sum  ; 
tod,  instead  of  paying,  as  Massachusetts  has  done,  about  950,000  a  year 
for  fifty  years,  to  support  state  paupers,  or  rather  foreign  paupers,  we 
beliere  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  state  td  offer  the  towns  a  bounty  of 
i40  annually  for  every  adult,  and  920  fx  every  child,  who  can  be 
kept  in  sufficient  ignorance  and  vice  to  be  entitled  to  the  Poor-House 
system  of  instruction.  We  believe  this  is  a  correct  representation  in 
regard  to  some  of  the  causes  of  the  scarcity  of  prisoners  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. There  is,  however,  one  drawback  upon  this  favorable  view  of 
the  state  of  things  in  New  Hampshire.  There  has  been,  within  the 
last  year,  an  unparalleled  increase  of  convicts  in  the  State  Prison. 
Improvements  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison  have  not  kept  pace  with 
similar  improvements  in  the  Prisons  of  the  neighboring  states,  Maine^ 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts ;  i.  e.  it  has  no  solitary  dormitories  and  cor- 
responding discipline  ;  and  if  this  evil  is  not  remedied,  old  convicts  will 
soon  (if  they  have  not  done  it  already)  flee  to  New  Hampshire,  where, 
if  arrested,  they  may  enjoy  each  other's  society  in  the  State  Prison.* 

House  of  Refuge  far  Juvenile  Delinquents. — There  is  none  in  New 
Hampshire ;  nor  do  we  know  whether,  in  this  state,  with  its  scattered  pop- 
QJation,  its  small  towns,  and  its  comparatively  few  and  small  schods  of 
^ce,  a  house  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in  Portsmouth,  is,  on 
tbe  whole,  desirable  at  present.  If  the  population  of  the  state  should 
greatly  increase,  its  large  towns  degenerate,  and  fill  up  with  the  sons  of 
ignorance  and  poverty,  its  County  Prisons  and  Poor-Houses  become 
noinerotts  and  crowded,  and  pauperism  and  crime  threaten  to  increase, 
as  in  some  of  the  other  states,  we  know  of  no  one  measure,  which 
would  be  more  calculated  to  arrest  the  current  in  its  downward  prog- 
ress,than  a  House  of  Refuge,  in  Portsmouth,  for  Juvenile  Delinquents, 
whose  privileges  should  be  extended  to  the  whole  state. 

Asyhm  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — There  is  none,  though 
the  number  of  those  who  are  poor  and  friendless  in  the  state,  probably 
exceeds  two  hundred. 

*  Since  (his  paracrar^  was  written,  the  legUlature  has  provided  by  law  for  the  erection 
*i\  soliiaiy  cells  in  the  State  Prison,  and  appropriated  $ZIOm  for  the  purpose. 
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VERMONT. 

Imprisfmmmt  for  Debt. — ^The  subject  was  introduced  hj  the  govern* 
or  in  his  last  message/  and  a  law  was  passed  during  tbe  aessian  ot 
the  legislature,  giving  the  poor  debtor  power  to  take'die  oath,  if  he  is 
judged  a  fit  subject  to  take  it,  within  two  hours  after  jodgmeDt  is  ren- 
dered.f  This  provision  of  the  new  law  will  probably  remove  tbooione 
third  or  one  fourth  part  of  the  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  VenDont, 
and  save  many  honest  men  from  being  separated  from  their  familiet, 
deprived  of  liberty/  and  made  to  lie  in  jail,  for  weeks  and  months,  when 
no  person  wishes  to  appear  to  show  cause  why  the  poor  debtor's  oath 
should  not  be  administered  to  them  in  two  hours,  as  usefully  as  at  the 
end  of  thirty  days. 

This  law,  however,  which  is  so  humane  in  this  feature  of  it,  coDtaios 
nothing  to  prevent  imprisonment  for  small  sums,  at  the  will  of  the  cred- 
itor, who  may  be  governed  by  avarice,  revenge,  cruelty  or  lust,  and 
between  whose  passions  and  the  incarceration  of  the  body  of  his  debtor 
justice  interposes  no  barrier — a  principle  in  the  old  law,  than  which 
no  one  can  admit  of  greater  abuses. 

While,  therefore,  we  rejoice  in  the  small  and  good  law  which  was 
enacted  in  Vermont  at  the  last  session,  giving  the  poor  debtor  power 

*  ExhwUjrom  Ae  Menage  of  Hit  Excellency  Samuel  C,  Crafia,  doled  OetokrV^,  1890. 

"  That  feature  in  our  code,  which  aothorixies  imprisonment  for  debt^  when  there  is  ■»  if* 
pearance  of  fraud,  seems,  however,  not  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  impTDTements  in jum- 
pradence,  nor  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  the  a^e ;  and  ixiblic  opinion  calls  loodlv  for  lU  re- 
moval. This  subject  has  ba«tofore  occupied  Uie  attention  of  the  Legislature ;  bat  u  tkir 
deliberations  were  directed  principally  to  cases  occurring  on  debts  alreadr  coslract- 
ed,  so  many  difficulties  presented  themselves,  in  firaming  a  law  that  should  bcaent  the  debt 
or  without  mfHnging  upon  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  that  no  measures  were  findlv  adopts- 

"  To  pass  a  law  to  exempt  the  bodies  of  debtors  from  arrest  and  imprisonroent  oo  aUcca 
tracts  to  be  entered  into  after  the  passage  of  such  an  act.  is  deemed  to  be  coapletel/  viu- 
m  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Legislature.  The  only  <]uestion  that  can  vise,  is,  il^ 
expediency  of  the  measure.  It  micfat  have  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  general  eredik  vkkb 
prevaUs  through  the  Stale  j  and,  should  such  be  tlie  case,  it  is  believed  that  ibe  efirci 
would  be  bendcial, -rather  than  prejudicial,  to  the  community.'' 

t  Law  of  November  8, 1830.— "AN  ACT  m  Relation  to  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

**  Sxc.  1.  hie  hertbu  enacted  by  the  Cfeneral  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  VermoM,  Tbi. 
hereafter,  when  any  finaf  judgment  shall  be  rendered  by  any  supreme  or  county  court,  o' 
justice  or  the  peace,  on  any  contract  made  or  entered  mto  after  Ibe  first  day  of  Jvaaij 
next,  the  debtor  may  amtear  before  such  court,  during  the  same  tmn  in  whico  soHi  j^i' 
nent  is  rendered,  or  before  sueh  justice,  ^thin  two  htNirs  after  the  rendition  of  snrk  jed^- 
ment  by  him,  and  submit  himself  to  be  examined  on  oath,  by  sudi  silpreme  or  county  €Oibi< 
or  justice,  and  by  the  creditor,  his  ajg^nt  or  attorney,  touching  the  situation,  drcomirtaac^ 
and  property  of  such  debtor :  and,  irsuch  court  or  justice  shsJl  be  of  opinion  that  socb  dibtcr 
is  entitled  to  the  boiefit  of  the  oath  named  m  the  second  section  of  this  act,  thd  said  <»|l> 
shall,  by  said  court  or  justice,  be  administered  to  such  debtor,  and  a  record  thereof  be  loade; 
and,  in  such  case,  no  execution  shall  issue  on  said  judgment  against  the  body  of  suck 
debtor. 

"  Sxc.  t.  His  hereby /wiher  enacted.  That  the  oath  to  be  administered  to  soch  (kbicrs 
shall  be  in  the  form  following,  to  wit :  *  You  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  swear  (or  sfl^no). 
without  erasion,  equivocation  or  mental  reservation,  that  you,  nave  not  any  eslale.  ^/' 
penonal,  except  one  cow,  one  swine,  or  the  meat  or  one  swine,  ten  cords  of  firs»j^^ 
bushels  CM  gram,  twenty  bushels  of  potatoes,  ten  sheep,  and  one  year's  product  of  said  sheep, 
and  forage  sufficient  for  the  keeping  of  your  cow  and  sheep  through  the  present  or  eosoic;: 
winter  (as  the  case  may  be),  and  such  suitable  apparel,  bedding,  toola  and  household  krv 
tore,  as  may  be  necessary  tor  upholding  life,  ana  stich  military  arms  and  equipmeatf  u  ^ 
u  your  duty,  by  law,  to  furnish,  in  possession,  remainder  or  revision,  to  the  valoe  of  ivcotT 
doUan  in  the  whole,  nor  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt,  damages  and  costs,  for  which  jud|iitc£< 
has  been  rendered  against  you,  aqd  that  ycm  have  not,  directly  nor  indirectly,  dispowsd  o) 
all  or  anv  part  of  your  estate,  to  defraud  or  deceive  any  of  your  just  crediion.  So  bdp 
yoa  Goa  (or,  in  case  of  affinnation),  under  the  pains  and  pcaaltiea  of  penary.'" 
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to  take  the  oath  in  two  hoars,  we  lament,  that  there  was  not  connected 
with  it  another  wholesome  provision,  exempting  the  body  from  arrest 
and  imprisonment  for  small  debts.  This  has  been  done  iii  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina,  and, 
so  Ar  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  Mrith  the  strong  approbation  of 
public  opittion,  and  witliout  any  considerable  practical  evils.  The  ne- 
cessity c^such  a  law,  and  the  amoont  of  evil  which  would  be  prevented 
by  it,  may  be  inferred  by  the  specimen  below  of  imprisonment  for  debt 
in  Middlebnry,  for  six  months,  ending  June  1,  1831.* 

*hifru4mmtnt  for  Debt  in  MiddUburyf  Vt.ffor  Six  Months,  ending  June  1, 18S1.. 
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Settled  by  partiee. 

5 

D.  S.  B. 

49  08 

1  40 

936 

•     • 

M 

Sum, 

90  99 

9  11 

1  99 

«l 

E.  C. 

7  43 

1  00 

1^ 

Sworn  oat,  Janoary  10, 1831. 

6 

W.  B. 

438 

164 

83 

Sworn  oat. 

7 

J.  W. 

DiMharfBd  by  plaintiff. 

M 

W.  B. 

Diaeliarfed  by  ploiotUr. 

11 

S.  N. 

99  44 

188 

1  35 

Sworn  out 

IS 

H.  a 

977 

1  64 

89 

CI 

Same, 

97  69 

1  64 

1  19 

M 

A.  D. 

8  75 

1  76 

99 

13 

I.  o. 

1184 

906 

9  74 

Sworn  out,  13th. 

14 

E.  H. 

13  49 

933 

179 

Hworo  oot,  96th. 
Diicharfed  by  plaintiff. 

a 

W.  kL. 

5  73 

1  64 

83 

U 

35  96 

1  98 

158 

(( 

J.  W. 

63  91 

1  GO 

150 

u 

6.  C.  L. 

614  15 

11  53 

7  51 

18 

A.  D. 

33  99 

1  76 

197 

Bond  fivm  up. 

91 

P.  K. 

868 

950 

88 

Sworn  out. 

a 

B.  a 

309 

75 

78  < 

19 

W.  B. 

16  99 

900 

199 

96 

N.  B.  IL 

11  95 

164 

91 

u 

Same, 

794 

1  64 

06 

II 

D.  C.  W. 

693 

50 

9  15 

M 

8.  B.  W. 

19  69 

50 

1  00 

Diaeharged  by  plaintiff. 

37 

M.  K.  D. 

63  95 

169 

1  61 

93 

J.  B.  M.  D. 

gy 

50 

198 

Sworn  out. 

M 

W.  E.  B. 

Frik.5 

J.  C. 

109  00 

7  14 

9  16 

Sworn  out. 

8 

O.  B. 

191 

189 

1  69 

10 

A.  K.  A. 

97  80 

938 

I  M 

u 

I.  B. 

19  97 

1  83 

1  59 

Sworn  oot. 

«c 

WillHW| 

1  35 

1  69 

1  74 

Sworn  out. 

•      u 

B.  B. 

38 

175 

96 

Dieeharged  by  plaintiff. 

M 

B.  G. 

• 

19 

J.  0. 

93 

1  74 

300 

11 

J.  L. 

609 

1  64 

85 

M 

N.  8.             1 

67  77 

888 

1  94 

IC 

W.  F. 

Dieehtrged  by  plaintiff. 

It 

R.  B. 

Dieeharged  by  plaintiff: 

14 

L.  H. 

48  40 

906 

1  88 

Sworn  ont. 

K 

o9JW» 

130  48 

11  30 

4  11 

Sworn  oot 

1« 

A.  B. 

99  30 

164 

1  15 

It 

8UB0, 

31  00 

948 

1  18 

tl 

A.  It  J.  K. 

143  49 

50 

393 

U 

J.N. 

40  99k 

15  50 

1  45  ^  Sworn  oat. 

If 

8.  B.  W. 

^^^ 

879  , 

939 

Settled  by  paniei. 

17 

J.  E. 

6  41 

156 

390 

Bwotnoot. 

«t 

J.  C. 

13  65 

184 

94 

u 

B.  H. 

< 

195  00 

13  78 

945 
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State  Prison  at  Windsor. — The  new  Priaon,  containing  196edls  for 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  is  nearly  finished,  and  will  be  soon  occu- 
pied. When  the  convicts  in  an  old  Prison  are  removed  from  an  old 
building,  where  they  have  been  associated,  without  restraint,  in  large 
night  rooms,  to  a  new  btulding,  like  that  here  qpoken  of,  separated 
from  each  other,  and  placed  under  constant  inspection  and  restraint,  an 
amount  of  profaneness  and  blasphemy,  lasciviousness  and  mischief,  is 
prevented,  far  beyond  the  conception  of  those  who  have  not  been  fa- 
miliar with  the  dreadful  corruption  of  old  State  Prisons.  To  this  im- 
portant result,  in  Vermont,  this  Society  may  congratulate  itself,  that  it 
has  contributed  in  no  small  degree. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  ^  and  Asylum  for  Poor  amd 
Imprisoned  Lunatics. — ^Vermont  has  neither  ;  but  it  sends  many  young 
persons,  under  20  years  of  age,  to  the  State  Prison,  and  probably  has 
more  than  two  hundred  lunatics,  who  are  poor  and  destitute  of  an  asylum. 


Corts. 

FflOL 

lU  74 

39  26 

635 

993 

1  64 

1  19 

S  77 

1  99 

50 

3  94 

10  78 

31  65 

103  CO 

937 

1  89 

1  99 

1  69 

9  14 

18S 

97 

1  64 

8S 

1  81 

999 

8  17 

3  41 

1  69 

90 

169 

1  19 

9  14 

9  66 

1  69 

1  53 

1  99 

1  80 

1  64 

1  32 

1  64 

88 

1  13 

1  40 

1  67 

1  96 

393 

3  91 

5  14 

84 

Tine  ud  Manner  of 


64 
89 
6\ 
64 

64 
70 
06 
18 
75 
50 
64 
75 
76 
64 


83 

9  40 

78 

79 

84 

995 

1  66 

1  98 

78 

84 

90 

63 

83 

23 


1 

1 


Sirora  out. 
Sworn  out. 


Ry  pl&inti/T. 
Bj  the  jad|e. 
Sworn  out. 
Sworn  out. 
Sworn  out. 
Diicluurged,  3(&rcli  8Ui. 

Sworn  out,  April  91. 
Sworn  out,  March  5S. 


Sworn  oat,  April  15. 


Sworn  out,  April  91. 
Diacharged  by  pUintlfi. 

Sworn  out,  March  9S. 
Sworn  out. 

Diaeharsed  by  judfaa  Wowtar  k  Ba*»< 

^wom  out,  April  96. 
Sworn  oat.  May  10. 


Sworn  out.  May  3, 1831 
Sworn  out.  Hay  10. 


N.  B.— Whole  nnmber,  M  ;  for  lew  than  $1  oach,  five,  whoee  debta  tofethcr  amounted  to  $3  49, 
and  the  costs  to  $14  87  :  for  less  than  $3  each,  twenty,  or  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  thswbolf 
nnmber  *,  for  less  than  $13  33each,  forty-fivp,  or  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  namber;  dfaataryM 
by  the  oath,  not,  however,  under  the  old  law,  wttfaoot  romainang  in  fail  serentl  da]ra, 
settled  by  the  parties,  two:  discharj^  by  plminttfi',  nine  ;  nannei  of  oiacharie,  in  many 
specified  on  the  records.  Taking  this  table  as  the  batis  or  the  calculation,  and  oomparing 
lation  of  the  district  with  the  population  of  the  whole  slate,  the  number  of  ohses  pf  * 
for  debt  in  Vermont  annually  exceeds  4000. 


thepopo- 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

huprisonmaU  for  Debt. — ^The  governor  introduced  the  Bubject  in  his 
measi^  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  ;*  and  a  law  was  passed 
exempting  females  for  all  sums,  and  others  for  sums  less  than  ten  dol- 
lars, on  contracts  made  subsequent  to  July  1, 1831. t  Though  thb  may 
appear  to  many  a  small  faw,  it  will  save  from  incarceration,  if  it  is 
obeyed,  about  five  hundred  persons  annually.  The  number  of  females 
imprisoned  for  debt  in  this  commonwealth,  last  year,  was  about  sixty, 
of  whom  almost  sixty  were  in  Boston ;  and  the  number  of  perscms  im- 
pruoned  for  leas  than  910  each  we  estimate,  from  the  best  information 
we  hare  obtained,  at  about  430.  Now,  the.  personal  liberty  of  490  per- 
flons  annually,  if  it  can.be  secured  by  a  small  law,  then  let  small  laws 
pass. 

But  it  is  predicted,  by  some  persons,  who  are  not  without  influence  in 
the  legislature,  that  this  law  will  be  soop  repealed.  It  may  not  be 
amiss,  therefore,  to  guard  this  law  by  the  publication  of  the  substance  of 

*  Extraetjrom  the  Meuagt  of  Ooctmor  Lmetdn,  January ^  1831 

"On  fcnner  occasioiiSy  1  have  earnestly  pressed  upoo  the  attention  of  the  XjM^alatore  the 
clums  of  the  impoverished  and  unfortunate  to  an  ameiioFation  of  the  laws  which  subject 
Ae  penoB  to  imprisonmem  for  debt.  Increased  information,  and  greater  liberality  in  pub- 
lie  aatimsnt  on  this  sulbgect,  eocoorage  the  hope  that  some  measure  of  a]leviati<Hi  will  now 
be  idopced.  Eiperience  has  abundantly  proved  how  utterly  unavailing  is  this  species  of 
cMRioDto  the  collection  of  d^ts.  It  may  well  be  feared,  that  resort  to  it,  in  many  in- 
sluns,  BoC  only  remits  in  showing  the  incapacity,  but  in  destroying,  also,  the  very  inclination, 
to  mke  pavment.  Deep,  extensive,  unalieviated  distress  is  the  consequence  of  the  imprts- 
<ntiiKat  oftae  honest  poor  j  and  with  the  privations  of  restraint  to  the  debtor,  are  ofttimes 
Bi^M  the  keenest  sufferuws  of  tender  and  hopeless  families  in  want.  Wise  and  provi- 
<^  le^islatioo  will  meet  me  distinction  between  inability  and  fraudulent  conceauneot. 
aod,  wble  it  wifl  secure  to  the  former  the  indulgence  due  to  involuntary  misfortune,  it  will 
puBih  the  latter  witli  a  severity  jnerited  only  by  deliberate  and  moral  transgression.  In  tho 
<ii<cvMoas  which  have  been  had  before  the  public,  various  modes  of  relief  have  been 
P^opoied.  Bat  that  which  oofisists  in  extending  exemption  from  arrest  to  a  much  larger 
UMMffit  of  debt  than  at  nresent,  and  in  all  other  cases  substituting  security  tor  the  a^pear- 
ttccd'the  debtor  to  suomit  to  an  examination,  for  imprisonment  previous  to  an  omwrtuni- 
^}  for  shoirin^  his  rif^t  to  a  discharge,  appears  to  have  been  most  favored.  Tliese  ar& 
Bniple  provisions,  and  do  the  least  violence  to  former  opinions  and  accustomed  habits  of 
^uKss,  If  more  than  this,  in  your  judgment,  can  practically  be  accompUshed,  without 
^eaheaiag  the  salutary  restraints  upon  miprovident  credits,  or  impeirine  the  motives  to 
"(ithfiii  ei^cavora  in  the  fiilfilment  or  contracts,  it  will  meet  from  me  a  ready  and  most  cor- 
ral approval." 

J  Lm  of  March  19, 1831.^"  AN  ACT  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  certain  Cases. 

"  Sec.  I.  Beii  enacted  bu  the  SeiipU  and  House  of  RepreseniatioeSf  m  Qenend  Court 
^'^embled^imd  by  the  auihoniy  of  the  »ame,  That,  from  and  afler  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
no  penon  shall  bie  armted,  held  to  bail,  or  imprisoned  on  mesne  process  or  execution,  for 
aay  debt  less  than  ten  dollars,  contract^  subsequentlv  to  that  dav. 

''  Sxc.  2.  Be  itfkrther  enacted,  That,  from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  July  next,  no  female 
*«1I  be  arrested,  h^d  to  bail,  or  imfNnsoned  on  mesne  process  or  exe<!ution,  for  any  debt 
ttotraeted  subsequently  to  that  day. '  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
it'wd  lo  extend  to  any  case  in  which  any  female  shall  be  charged  as  trustee,  for  a  sum  ex- 
^f^diag  ten  dollars,  in  any  judgment  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  Coort  of 
^^oonoo  Pleas. 

J  8xc.  3.  Be  itiwrther  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  it  shall  be 
m  doty  of  the  deix  of  the  court,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  who  may  issue  any  execuUoo 
?P^  asy  judgment  foanded  on  any  contract  made  subsequently  to  the  said  first  day  of 
'aly,  10  to  vary  the  form  of  such  execution,  that  the  same  shall  not  run  against  the  boa}r  of 
ujr  feauJe  debtor,  nor  against  the  body  of  any  other  dd>ior,  unless  the  judgment,  exchisivo 
®[^^»,ihall  amoutt  to  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ;  and  the  form  of  all  writs  ofexecution  which 
■^,  be  isned  upon  a  judgment  founded  on  a  former  judgment^  against  any  female  whose 
^"I^mI  debt  shall  have  b^n  contracted  subsequently  to  the  said  first  day  of  July,  or  any 
^her  debtor  whose  original  debt  shaU  have  been  contracted  subsequently  to  the  said  first 
^7  of  July  (the  amount  of  which  originally  shall  have  been  less  than  ten  dollars),  shall  be 
10  varied  as  not  to  ran  against  the  bodies  of  such  debtors.'' 
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the  testimony  which  wis  oommunicated  last  wiater  ofolly  utd  bjr  letter 
G-oin  the  sherifis  or  jailers  of  the  difiereat  counties.  The  jailer  iu 
Suffolk  county  says  he  never  wishes  to  see  another  wobmb  in  the 
Boston  Jail  for  debt.  The  sheriff  saya  the  same.  Tbey  botli  agree  in 
sayiug  that  the  use  made  of  the  law  under  which  it  was  dooe,  wu  al- 
most  all  abuse.  The  testimoDy  of  the  jailer  befbr«  the  commiltee  of 
the  Senate,  concerning  the  character  of  the  women  committed  lo  Prison 
for  debt ;  the  character  of  those  who  committed  tbem  to  Prison,  and  tbt 
purposes  for  which  it  was  often  done ;  and  the  eBbct  on  the  debtor'n 
apartment  of  haTing  females  in  Jail  for  debt, — we  think,  will  BBtis^ant 
committee  of  the  leffislalurG,  at  any  future  time,  if  tlie  question,  by  any 
means,  shall  be  agam  agitated,  of  the  odious  abuses,  in  aknoet  all  casts. 
in  the  county  of  Buffolk,  of  allowing  the  imprisonment  of  females  in 
Boston  for  debt.  If  this  be  so,  then  about  nine  tenths  of  all  the  impris- 
onment of  females  for  debt  in  the  commonwealth  is  abnae;  fei  oaMtf 
ail  the  imprisonment  of  females  fi>r  debt  in 
Boston.* 
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Let  us  see,  then,  how  much  of  the  little  which  is  found  in  other 
counties  of  the  commonwealth  is  useful  and  necessary.  It  appeared 
by  a  late  examination  of  the  Records  of  the  Jail  at  Lechroere  Point,  in 
the  4Soiinty  of  Middlesex,  that  onlj  one  female  had  been .  imprisoned  in 
that  jail,  for  debt,  in  two  years,  and  she  was  a  widow.  The  debt 
amounted  to  945  89.  This  poor  widow  remained  in  jail  thirty-four 
days,  aad  then  tooklhe  poor  debtor's  oath. 

Two  other  females,  only,  had  been  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  same 
Jail,  since  January,  1826.  One  of  the  two  was  on  writ  for  a  small  sum, 
and  she  was  discharged,  because  her  board  was  not  paid,  according  to 
law,  by  the  creditor,  having  herself  paid  no  part  of  the  debt,  and  being 
anaUe  to  p«y  it  The  other  remained  in  Jail,  at  least,  thirty  days,  and 
then  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

The  jailor  in  Salem,  Mr.  Nehemiah  Brown,  writes,  under  date  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1831 — **  In  regard  to  imprisonment  of  females  for  a  common 
debt,  I  have  erer  considered  it  useless  and  inhuman.  There  have 
been  bat  four  females  confined  in  this  Prison  for  debt,  during  the  last 
sixteen  years." 

The  jailor' in  Ipswich,  Mr.  Michael  Brown,  writes,  under  date  Feb- 
ruary 23 — "  I  have  examined  the  Records  of  the  Prison,  and  find  but 
one  female  has  been  committed  for  debt  since  1622 :  that  one  was  com- 
mitted to  close  confinement  April  4,  1829,  for  $10  67.  She  had  no 
friends  to  be  her  bail,  and  give  her  the  liberty  of  the  yard.  I  procured 
bondsmen  for  her,  and  boarded  her  in  my  family  till  May  6,  1829 
(i.  e.  one  month  and  two  days),  when  she  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath, 
and  was  discharged.  I  never  received  a  cent  for  her  board,  nor  ever 
expected  to ;  for  I  was  satisfied  she  was  not  able  to  pay  debt  or  cost. 
As  it  respects  the  necessity  of  imprisoning  females  for  debt,  I  Consider 
it  useless,  and  the  law  authorizing  it  a  disgrace  to  the  country." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  at  Newburyport,  Mr.  Oilman  White,  writes, 
under  date  February  23,  1831 — ^**  There  has  not  been  a  female  com- 
mitted for  debt  since  I  have  had  the  care  of  the  Prison  ,^  which  is  about 
five  months.  I  have  made  inquiry  of  Mr.  Bagley,  the  former  keeper  of 
the  Prison,  who  informed  me,  that  there  have  been  but  two  females 
confined  for  debt  far  five  years  past.  These  were  for  very  small  sums. . 
To  imprison  a  female  for  debt,  I  think  a  disgrace  to  humanity." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Dedham,  Mr.  Whitney,  under  date 
February  28,  writesr-"  Only  one  female  for  debt  the  last  year.  Amount 
of  debt  and  costs  as  follows :  debt,  $10  11 ;  costs,  $3 17  ;  officer's  fees. 
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91  83.  Bat  three  or  four  females  have  been  committed  since  I  hare 
k^t  the  Prison,  which  is  almost  thirteen  years.  I  think  females  ought 
not  to  be  liable  to  arrest." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Taunton,  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Dean,  writes, 
nnder  date  February  2&— "  I  have  examined  the  Prison  Records,  and 
find  there  was  but  one  female  committed  for  debt  daring  the  year 
1830.  The  amount  of  debt,  exclusive  of  costs,  $5  03 ;  time  coofiAed, 
13  days.  She  was  discharged  for  want  of  security  for  board.  Whh 
r^ard  to  the  imprisonment  of  females  for  debt,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 
necessary,  and,  in  cases  where  there  is  no  fraud,  it* appears  barbarous. 
It  is  seldom  that  females  are  conmiitted  to  this  Prison  for  debt  In 
most  instances  within  my  knowledge,  they  have  had  the  appearance  of 
being  actually  poor,  and  could  not  pay  the  amount  for  which  they  were 
committed.'' 

A  gentleman  in  Worcester  writes,  under  date  February  22,  1831— 
"  The  number  of  females  committed  to  the  Prison  in  this  county,  dar- 
ing the  year  1830,  was  tufo.  The  amount  for  which  one  was  impris- 
oned was  $24  87,  and  the  other  980  57.  The  time  of  impriMmment 
of  one  was  31  days,  and  the  other  34  days,  and  both  were  discharged 
by  the  poor  debtor's  oath.  My  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  and  utility 
of  this  practice  is  not  worth  giving,  any  further  than  as  that  of  one  of 
that  numerous  body,  the  public.  It  is,  however,  decidedly,  that  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  useful ;  that  the  power  of  thus  controlling  the 
persoh  of  a  female  is  one  which  may  be  used  for  other  purpofles  than 
that  of  the  collection  of  debts,  and  that  it  ought  no  longer  to  be  tolerat- 
ed in  a  community  enlightened  and  moral  as  we  assume  that  ours  is." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Franklin  county  writes,  under  dale 
February  24,  1831 — '*  There  was  no  female  committed  for  debt,  on 
civil  action,  in  this  county,  during  the  year  ending  January  1, 1631." 
This  keeper  appears  to  think  that  the  imprisonment  of  females  for 
debt  is  about  as  necessary  as  the  imprisonment  of  other  people. 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Hampshire  county  writes,  under  date 
Northampton,  February  23 — "  There  has  been  no  femiOe  committed  to 
Prison  for  debt,  in  this  county,  during  the  year  1830,  and  none  for  ser- 
eral  years  past.  As  respects  the  necessity  of  imprisoning  females  for 
debt,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  on  that  subject.'^ 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Hampden  county  writes,  under  date 
February  23 — *^  I  find  on  the  Prison  Register  one  female  committed  to 
Jail  last  year,  for  910 19.  She  remained  in  Jail  six  days,  and  was  dis- 
charged by  the  creditor,  who  lived  out  of  the  state.  If  I  have  exam- 
ined the  Records  correctly,  we  have  had  six  females  committed  to  this 
Jail  in  the  six  past  years.  I  am  fully  of  the  c^inion,  that  females 
ought  not  to  be  committed  to  Jail  for  debt." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  writes,  under 
date  February  22— '<  I  have  kept  this  Prison  since  May  22, 1^> 
nearly  three  years.  During  this  time,  there  has  been  only  one  female 
committed  for  debt ;  the  debt  amounted  to  about  seventy  dollars.  This 
female  staid  thirty  days,  took  the  benefit  of  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and 
I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying,  that  is  the  end  of  the  debt ;  if  not,  in  my 
opinion  it  ought  to  be.  I  think  it  cruel  in  the  extreme  to  imprison  a 
feUow  creature  for  debt,  especially  a  female." 
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According  to  these  letters,  there  have  been  committed  to  the  ten 
Prisons  in  this  commonwealth,  above  mentioned,  not  including  the  Jail 
in  Boston,  during  the  last  year,  five  females ;  and  to  all  these  Jails  for 
several  years,  twenty-four,  not  half  as  many  to  all  of  them,  in  the  course 
of  years  q)oken  of,  as  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  one  year ;  the  whole 
Dumber  committed  to  the  Boston  Jail  last  year  having  been  fifty-seven. 
If  such  are  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  such  the  opinions  of  the  men 
having  the  best  oj^rtunity  for  observation  on  this  subject,  where  shall 
the  advocates  be  found  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  exempting  females 
from  imprisonment  for  debt  ? 

Should  persons  be  found  to  advocate  a  repeal  of  this  law,  it  is  certafn 
that  the  government  contemplates  no  such  thing ;  for,  after  passing  the 
above  lavir  at  the  same  session,  a  resolution  was  passed  authorizing  the 
goremor  to  appoint  commissioners  **  to  consider  the  expediency  of  fro- 
riding  bp  law  for  the  more  equitable  distribuHon  of  the  estates  of  insolvent 
debtors,  for  £&6  abolishing  imprisonment  for  ddft  in  aU  proper  easeSy 
cndformaking  such  further  revision  in  existing  laws  as  the  commission' 
crs  maaf  deem  cTpedient  and  proper."  The  Hon.  Charles  Jackson,  the 
Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  and  John  B.  Davis,  Esq.,  were  appointed  by  the 
executive,  under  this  resolution ;  and  the  governor,  in  his  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  the  legislature  in  May,  most  respectfiilly 
ootices  tlie  commissioners  and  their  expected  report*  The  commis- 
sioners, befcHre  the  close  of  the  session,  made  a  report,  accompanied  with 
a  bill,  by  which,  iiii passes,  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  evils  of  impris- 
omneot  for  debt  will  be  done  away  in  Massachusetts. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil  for 
which,  so  ^  as  imprisonment  for  debt  is  concerned,  the  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  provide  a  remedy,  we  shall  present  in  detail,  firom 
the  records  of  different  Prisons  in  this  commonwealth,  specimens  of 
the  operation  of  existing  laws,  from  January  1, 1830,  to  January  1, 1831, 
by  which  it  will  be  seen — ^first,  what  proportion  of  the  debtors  reside  in 
the  towns  where  the  Prisons  are  located,  and  how  little  occasion  is 

*  Bxtrttd/rom  tJu  Speech  of  his  Excelleney  Levi  Lineoin,  «n  May,  1831. 

'*  la  carapGaace  with  a  resolve  of  Uie  last  lenslature,  commiuionera  were  ■ppointed,  bv 
the  ezecative, ''  to  consider  the  expediencv  of  providiog  by  law  fm*  the  more  equal  aixl 
equitable  distiibation  of  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors,  for  the  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt  m  all  proper  cases,  and  for  making  such  further  revision  in  the  existmg  l&^'s.  touching 
debtor  «nd  cicditor,  as  the  commissioners  may  deem  expedient  and  proper."  The  broad 
scope  of  tfaia  authority,  and  the  gre9.t  interest  and  importance  of  the  nibjecis  it  embraced, 
required  that  it  should  be  committed,  with  more  than  common  caution,  to  discreet  and  able 
hands.  The  learning,  professional  skill,  liberal,  yet  just  opinions,  and  practical  observation, 
whidk  will  be  (bind  united  in  the  character  of  the  constituted  board  of  cmmnisnoners,  be* 
speak  for  their  report  your  most  favorable  consideration.  It  is  promised  immediately,  and 
«ill  be  tnuDDitted  to  yon  without  delay  -,  and  I  cannot  but  urgently  recommend,  that  it 
should  recdve  that  attention  which  is  alike  the  dictate  of  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate,  and 
of  soaod  policy  in  reference  to  the  business  and  requirements  of  the  community.  Both 
creffitor  and  debtor  are  concerned  in  a  revision  and  modification  of  the  exnting  laws,  and 
b  the  enactment,  on  the  one  hand,  of  new  securities  against  fraud,  and  the  interposition,  on 
the  other,  of  a  oMire  efiectual  shield  from  oppression.  It  has  long  been  felt  and  lamented, 
that,  by  a  procesa  of  familiar  resort,  in  a  deed  of  assignment,  property  may  now  be  secured 


ment ;  aiid  it  is  no  less  due  to  the  character  of  our  jurispradence,  tnan  to  the  true  interests 
of  tk»  people,  that  neither  temptation  nor  opportunity  should  be  allowed  to  ehidc  or  pervert 
those  purpoces.  The  subject  is  indeed  one  of  much  delicacy  and  difficulty  for  lej^lation ; 
but  the  public  mind  will  at  least  be  instracted,and  the  moral  sentiment  aroused  by  its  discussion ; 
and  even  should  no  determinate  mehsure  of  remedy  for  present  evils  be  at  once  adopted,  tlie 
ezislence  of  them  being  made  better  understood,  their  removal  will  the  sooner  be  effected." 
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found  in  many  towns,  a  little  removed  from  the  Prisons,  to  make  use  of 
this  process ; — secondly,  what  classes  of  men  principally  suffer,  viz.  poor 
seamen,  poor  laborers,  and  poor  mechanics  ,*  and  in  a  multitude  of  cases, 
so  poor  and  friendless,  that  they  cannot  get  bail ;  while  there  is  scarcely 
an  instance  on  record  of  a  poor  minister,  a  poor  physician,  or  a  poor 
lawyer  in  Prison  for  debt ; — thirdly,  in  what  proportion  of  cases  the  poor 
debtor  is  arrested  ahd  committed  to  Prison  on  mesne  process,  without 
judgment,  trial,  or  any  evidence  whatever  that  there  is  a  debt  due,  a 
fictitious  debt  being  as  good  as  any  to  incarcerate  the  body  upon ; — 
fourthly,  for  what  small  sums  the  personal  liberty  is  of^  taken  awaj, 
and  families  severed ; — fifthly,  what  length  of  time  debtors  lie  in  jail, 
and  in  cases  where  they  take  the  oath,  and  no  persons  appear  to  show 
cause  why  they  should  not  take  it,  for  no  sufficient  reason  ;-^-sixth]y, 
how  fruitless  is  this  process  as  a  means  of  obtaining  pajrment ; — and, 
finally,  how  clearly  it  is  proved,  from  the  records  of  Prisons,  that  the 
remark  of  a  shrewd  and  observing  sheriff  is  true,  that,  if  creditors  knew 
how  this  thing  works,  there  would  be  much  less  imprisonment  for  debt.* 


Impritonmeni  for  Debt  in  the  Boston  Jail  for  Huree  Months ,  ending  AprU  1, 1831. 
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33  nZTH  KBPOBT^lSSl.  40 

SiUe  Prison  at  Guo'Utlinim.  The  diHcipline  of  iliia  insliluttoD  con- 
linues  hi  deacribed  Jast  jear.  The  governor,  in  his  last  message, 
speiks  of  it  in  terms  of  high  commendation.  Separation  at  night, 
silence,  order,  industry,  respectful  and  cheerful  obedience  among  titd 
cocricts,  barmoDy,  mildness  and  authority  among  the  officers,  are  ita 
leading  fealuree.     The  moral  and  religious  iustraction,  by  the  ch^atn, 


on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  chapel,  by  public  worship,  by  i 
school,  and,  during  the  week,  bj  morning  and  ereniug  jxaysn,  tod 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  asd  t^  private  admonitioa,  sjii:q>atb}r  md 
tibunsel  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day,  is  sustained  with  pODCttalitj  uid 
encouragement  And  in  the  Sabbath  school,  whieb  was  instructed  last 
yeu,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  chaplain,  by  ciMiTicM,  tlt»« 
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are  bow  iband  willing  one  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  persons,  from 
twelve  or  fifteen  churches,  of  different  denominations,  in  Charlestown 
and  Boston,  to  engage,  alternately,  by  tens  and  twenties,  as  teachers 
jn  the  Sabbath  school^  in  the  State  Prison.  They  are  not  only  willing 
to  go,  but  they  have  often,  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  stay  away,  till 
their  turn  should  come  to  go  again.     And  the  effect  of  their  going  is, 
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Amount  paid,  $165  34^    V\*bolB  amount  of  debts,  918,799  84.    Time  lost,  1539  days. 
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to  make  the  convicts  feel  that  they  have  many  friends,  and  to  make 
Christians  feel,  that  they  have  many  duties  to  discharge^  and  [vayersto 
offer  for  this  class  of  men,  the  high  privileges  of  which  thej  hare  just 
discovered. 

But  is  there  no  danger,  in  making  a  State  Prison  a  school  of  reform, 
that  you  will  make  it  a  lure  to  vice,  a  place  which  villains  will  covet, 
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and  commit  sin  that  they  may  inhabit  ?  Not  at  ail.  There  have  not 
been  so  few  persons  committed  to  the  State  Prison,  at  the  spring  term 
of  the  different  courts  in  the  commonwealth,  and  at  the  monthly  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Court  in  2k)ston,  for  many  years,  as  within  the  last 
three  months.  The  ntimber  of  persons  committed  to  this  Prison  annu- 
ally, too,  is  diminishing  rather  than  increasing.    The  Prison  was  prob- 
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ably  never  before  so  great  a  terror  to  evil  doers  as  it  is  now.  Good 
men  look  upon  it  with  complaceacy ;  bad  men  with  abhonence,  till 
they  become  good. 

Leoerett  Street  Jcdl,  Boston.'-^The  true  character  of  this  place  is  be- 
ginning to  be  understood.  The  crowded  night  rooms;  tlie  1000 
debtors  annually,  and  the  1000  criminals  and  vagrants;  the  men 
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and  tbe  women;  the  old  men  and  black  boys;  the  idiots,  the 
lunatics  and  the  drunkards;  all  confined  in  two  buildings  at  night, 
and  on  the  Sabbath,  in  which  there  can  be  no  separation,  and  no  effec- 
tual supenrision  or  restraint,  to  prevent  gambling  and  falsehood',  profane 
swearing  and  lascivious  conversation,  wrath,  strife,  backbiting  and 
revenge; — this  is  a  state  of  things,  in  regard  to  which  we  have  been 
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admonished  more  tfaan  once  witliir  the  last  year,  by  gcDtlemen  whccc 
opinion  in  this  community  is  never  disregarded,  and  entreaied  to  in 
something  sbout  it,  and  assured  of  most  entire  cooperation,  if  tn  eflon 
shall  be  made  to  procure  the  erection  of  a  building  for  $30,006,  admii' 
ting  of  separation,  supervision,  and  perfect  control  over  this  corrupi  and 
corrupting  mass  of  our  city's  population.     The  Semi-annnal  ReiMt  of 
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the  Rer.  Dr.  Tuckerman,  on  this  subject,  ha^  done  macn  to  enlighten 
the  public  mind.  The  sheriff  and  the  jailer  know,  and  feel,  and  say,  that 
there  can  be  no  proper  discipline  in  the  present  buildings.  The  gran*- 
jurj,  while  it  commends  the  care  taken  of  the  buildings,  such  as  they 
are,  presents  the  evils  of  the  present  construction.  The  overseers  art 
ready  to  appear  beicNre  the  city  government,  and  testify  what  they  know. 
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(f 

Oath. 

Creditor, 
tt 

tt 

ft 

u 

tt 

Oath. 

Creditor, 
tt 

tf 

tf 

Oath. 
Creditor. 

Creditor. 
It 

ff 

ft 

Oath. 

It 
ti 

Creditor. 

Ooditor. 

fleloctmen. 

No  rapport. 

Oieebarged. 

Bail. 

Creditor, 
ft 

tt 

No  rapport. 
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if  it  would  do  any  good ;  so  that  the  responsibility  appears  to  rest  npon 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  city  council ; — and  when  was  it  ever 
known,  that  the  gentlemen,  at  the  head  of  (he  city  goTemraent,  were 
slow  to  regard  the  voice  of  their  fellow  citizens,  calling  loudly  for  any 
public  improvement  ? 

House  of  Reformation  for  JucenUe  DeUngumts  in  Boston, — ^This 


nsiiittc 

DcToBliaL 

B--^ 

£rai. 

OHii. 

1  17 

nited. 

DW«^ 

F--. 

Ml  MM  if  r 

ckup>. 

E.T. 

c.c. 

H&tfield, 

14  08 

4  IS 

Oct.ll<Oct. 

19 

Bxoo. 

Croditor. 

F.P. 

Same, 
W.W. 

Ci         • 

17  34 

4  IS 

197 

19 

98 

u 

Cf 

H.K. 

WiUiamtborf, 

1  16 

19 

19 

Writ. 

€« 

B.&B. 

I.S. 

Bdeliertown, 

13  23 

365 

953 

18 

Sd 

Exoo.. 

Nolo. 

-.U.icrfi. 

Stune, 

it         ' 

11  50 

309 

307 

16 

87 

li      ' 

Crodilor. 

J.  H.  A. 

G.E. 

Iforthamptoo, 

16  04 

579 

195 

91 

93 

tt 

PmfwumL 

L.B. 

S.S. 

Amhoriil, 

&5  00 

997 

S7 

99 

tt 

Crodtcor. 

L.S 

B.  A. 

Hatdeld, 

954 

3  91 

1  39 

Not  13 

Not. 

94 

<c 

u 

8.C. 

J.W. 

BelehertDwn, 

14  90 

309 

303 

17 

17 

(1 

M 

£-0, 

J.T.B. 

Northampton, 

18 

Dm. 

18 

BaUBond. 

U 

Bame, 

A.T, 

tt 

18 

18 

t<           M 

tt 

H.W.8. 

T.T. 

<( 

14  57 

366 

199 

19 

96 

Ezoo. 

Xo  rapport. 

It,  U*  A* 

C.  W. 

C( 

19  50 

9  76 

194 

93 

94 

It 

Creduoc. 

B.  C. 

E.  0.  Jr. 

Plainfiold, 

660 

446 

90 

25 

96 

<t 

M 

£.  H.S. 

^.0. 

Ambont, 

666 

4>'i6 

164 

DaclS 

91 

]filit.FiM. 

bnprinmODt. 

£•  v«  if* 

|w.  C.  P. 

Nortbamptoo, 

17  64 

336 

116 

Nor95 

N9T. 

96 

Exoa. 

Cndttor. 

Northampton, 

Belchertowo, 

Ambertt, 

Plaiufield, 

Norwich, 

Cbettorfiald, 


Committod  in  1895, 
«  «*  1896, 
"  "  1837, 
«  "  189S, 
«  "  1899, 

«  "  1830, 

Total  in  fix  years, 


96  Weitttampton, 
10  VrmiamsbafK, 
14  HatfieU, 

1  Ware, 

1  CumminxtOQ, 

3|liadJoy, 


VVeitom, 

South  Uadley, 

Graaby, 

Pelhain, 

Greonwich, 

Eaathaoptoo, 


Nortbamptoo, 
Ambtnt, 
Belcbortowa, 
15  other  towaa. 


i 


S3 

47 


67 
55 
73 
98 
70 
90 

453 


Committed. 
On  writ, 
On  axeeution, 
For  more  than  $50, 
Unknown, 
LeM  than  $90,  ' 
From  90  to  $50, 


96 
63 

5 
35 
49 

9 


Di$charged. 

No  support,  r 

Oath,  13 

Creditor,  54 

Bail,  4 
Payment, 

Amount  paid,  f  A*  2!) 
Thneloft,                    1387  days. 


Small  Xmmber  of  Case*  oflmpruonment/or  Crime,  compared  %cUh  the  Casts  of  Imprison- 
.    meiU/or  Debtf  in  the  same  County,  for  the  same  time. 


Name. 

Rendfloeik 

Criaw. 

CotuaUitdm 

DiNtaiiBd. 

Aelbnritys^Castt. 

• 

C.  d. 

Daoa.irorcw.G0. 
Granby, 

LaroeoT,  > 

Jan. 

18 

IUr.96,ie31 

Saatenee  ezpiied. 

G.W.G. 

tt 

19 

94,*30. 

C.C.  Pleas. 

J.F. 

Ware, 

tt 

90 

April  97,  *30. 

Bent  to  &  Prison. 

I.  L. 

Southampton, 

Aaaaull  and  battny, 

Feb. 

17 

June  99,  >30.  >  Seotenee  expired. 

S.T. 

Preaeolt, 

tt                 tt 

Mar. 

6 

Mar.        'ao. 

C.C.  Pleas. 

C.B. 

Northampton, 

It                 ft 

April 

9 

April  19,  *30. 

PeidBoe  and  cost 

D.H. 

Greenwich, 

Araon, 

10 

91,  n». 

S.J.Coayt. 

H.H.C. 

Aroheret, 

Lareeny, 

Mar. 

95 

Sept.  95,  *dO,  Semoaee  expired. 

8.  M. 

NMthampion, 

ft 

Oct. 

7 

Mar.  96,  '31.          " 

G.  A.W. 

Eatthamptoo, 

Trespass, 

15 

*31.  C.C. Pleas. 

J.  8. 

Common  drunkard, 

Not. 

18 

April       *31. 

Seleetmeo  ofA'. 

N.W. 

Pelham, 

Aasaolt  and  battery, 

90 

Not.  96,  n». 

PaM  fine  and  coaU 

W.  T. 

Northampton, 

tt                 ft 

Dec 

7 

Dec.  99, 'ao.  Becotmzed. 

Z.T. 

tt 

Common  drnokard, 

9 

Oretseers  oTpoor. 

J.B. 

ft 

1/ewdncss, 

9 

April  J,»31. 

8.  J.  Court. 

J.  A. 

II 

Assault  and  battery,       \ 

99 

Mar.    1,*31. 

C.  C.  P. 

Crimioab  oommitled  in 

1835, 

95 

tt              If 

1836, 

93 

tt              f< 

1897, 

94 

M                       (( 

1898, 

89 

ct                  tt 

)&J9, 

91 

If               If 

1830, 

16 

Toul  in  six  years. 
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institotion  remains  as  it  was.  It  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon 
the  former  mayor,  to  whose  energy  the  public  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
indebted  for  its  establishment.  Its  character  has  been  most  minutely 
and  ably  described  by  the  late  chief  justice,  whose  letter,  containing 
tlie  description,  has  been  stereotyped,  and  widely  circulated  by  this 
Society.    It  is  almost  entirely  supported,  at  an  expense  of  about  t6000 

Cntes^impritommnd/or  Debt  in  Berkthirt  County  w  1830,  and  far  a  CoftrM  of  Years. 


IrtMBlBK* 

Bebtor. 

« 

IMt. 

Cotf. 

o»^ 

Um^jffd. 

MuMroTDiKbMib 

J.  .V 

M.M. 

900  81 

7  88 

Jan. 

i 

Feb. 

7 

Creditor. 

T.  A.  G. 

J.J. 

9  60 

19 

Jan. 

94 

M 

C-  N.  D. 

8.  H. 

7  81 

468 

18 

Feb. 

1 

U 

C.  D. 

E,F. 
C.8. 
A.W. 

14  la 

995 

18 

Jan. 

99 

t( 

S.  L. 

E.  ?.  Jr. 

90  00 

999 

Feb. 

19 

March  151 

Poor  debtor*!  oatb. 

S.W. 

TaxM. 

94 

1 

Order  of  wtectnen. 

H.F. 

Tue«. 

96 

16 

W                         tf 

D.  S.  B. 

F.C. 

15  93 

549 

April 

9 

Maj 

3 

Poor  debtor'!  oatJk 

R.  G. 

N.H. 

696 

396 

IM 

April  951 

No  Aande  for  Mipport. 

X.  W. 

D.N. 

KGO 

990 

1 

98 

Mky 

98 

Creditor. 

M.  V»D. 

F.C. 

17  43 

3  11 

Bby 

3 

• 

14 

M 

1 

M.  k,  C. 

S.H. 

SO  00 

459 

3 

s.  c. 

E,<l- 

94  7.5 

685 

6 

4 

U 

o.  w. 

S.  O.  N. 

69  43 

644 

99 

Jane 

91 

Pbor  debtor*!  oath. 

S.S.ttaL 

J.W. 

897 

9B 

May 

30 

Creditor. 

L.  W. 

B.  B. 

955 

396 

Jane 

4 

July 

5 

Poor  debtor*!  oath. 

J.  W. 

L.T. 

894 

3  10 

91 

June 

19 

Caeh. 

N.  F. 

O.H. 

600 

9  03 

9-2 

July 

93 

Poor  debtor*!  oath. 

J.S. 

J.R. 

5  71 

9  71 

99 

June 

30 

Cnditor. 

J.B.W.ScCo. 

D.C. 

8  09 

396 

July 

14 

Jtaly 

98 

«« 

J.  V'B. 

B.W. 

384 

353 

14 

Sept. 
July 

15 

Poor  debtor**  oath. 

C.T.Jial. 

W.B. 

540 

988 

14 

91 

Cnditor. 

S&me, 

R.  B. 

11  48 

995 

14 

15 

"                       / 

L.D.' 

H.P. 

91  58 

8  53 

15 

Aug. 

17 

Poor  debtor*!  oath 

M.I. 

J.W. 

768 

786 

17 

17 

Gieditor. 

L.W. 

9 

July 

31 

ft 

J.y.ttaL 

M.P. 

90  00 

961 

93 

Aug. 

97 

i< 

8.S. 

H.  \w»  S. 

33  41 

90  sa 

94 

93  Poor  debtor**  oath. 

C.9. 

S.K. 

563 

1199 

96 

351    u        u            «c 

M.If. 

J.  S. 

18  00 

394 

99 

9  Creditor. 

C.  8-  T.  &  «/. 

J.  E.  T. 

8  57 

995 

99 

July 

30 

(( 

L.T. 

« 

99 

31  No  fundfl  fiw  raoDort. 

T.A.  G.&cl. 

A.N. 

65  11 

873 

30 

Auf. 

30 

Poor  debtor*!  oath. 

S.  P.  Jb  «<. 

A«  H.  n. 

152  94 

14  85 

31 

94 

Creditor. 

C.  V'D. 

J.  H.  Jr. 

160  00 

958 
9  51 

31 

9 

(( 

<>•  Jl.  B. 

J.  B.  B. 

15  90 

Aof. 

4 

Sept. 

3 

Pbor  debtor*li  oath. 

.«».D.S. 

O.C. 

19  63 

790 

6 

6 

li            cc               u 

G.K. 

R.R. 

763 

559 

7 

8 

M               U                  « 

W.  E.  6. 

E.G. 

6  94 

50 

13 

Aug. 

96 

Creditor. 

R.K. 

J.  H.  B. 

90  00 

344 

16 

Sept. 

99 

Pbor  debtor**  oath. 

T.O.B. 

J.D. 

10  74 

3  53 

93 

15 

u          a             u 

P.K. 

RL. 

6  70 

307 

30 

9 

Creditor. 

D.  F.  M. 

F.  D. 

635 

486 

31 

90 

(1 

B.B. 

I.J. 

17  98 

955 

Sept.  91 

97 

u 

X.  C. 

T.  B. 

60  00 

44  40 

94 

Get. 

96 

Poor  debtor*!  oath. 

T.  E.  C. 

J.  W.  S. 

5  75 

955 

94 

5 

Creditor. 

W.W.fcC.L- 

C.  W. 

90  00 

956 

93 

Nor. 

10 

l.P. 

8.F. 

14  44 

5  19 

99 

8 

Foor  debtor**  oath. 

w.  w. 

C.  H.  L. 

18  91 

395 

Get. 

1 

Oct. 

96 

Attorney*!  order. 

H.  N.  C. 

1^  .  L*«  K* 

900 

6  61 
954 

5 

11 

P.B. 

B.C. 

10  94 

9 

Nor. 

8 

Poor  debtor**  oath. 

O.E. 

r.w. 

91  SO 

Not. 

6 

Dee. 

18 

u          a           u 

I.e. 

A.  F.  H. 

11  51 

559 

10 

14 

It          tt           {< 

E.  M.  B. 

J.B. 

54  07 

887 

15 

Nor. 

99 

Creditor. 

L.W. 

R.  H. 

5  16 

956 

90 

Dee. 

90 

Pbor  debtor**  oath. 

AS. 

I.  F.  C. 

55  15 

19  94 

97 

Jan. 

3 

U              It               IC 

T.fcC.dcCo. 

B.  H.  F.- 

76  59 

8  41 

Dee. 

7 

Dee. 

17 

Creditor. 

J-S. 

W.F. 

94  46 

789 

99 

Jaa. 

91 

Boor  debtor**  oath. 

Vniat  $10, 91  •,  ondar  ISO,  37 }  under  $50, 51  •,  over  $50, 9. 

Whole  amount  of  debts,  $1,56590;  amount  of  eo*t*,  $303 36  j  number  of  day*  lo*t.l^K7;  amomt 
of  debts  paid,  $8  94  ;-^iiebarged  by  oatb,  97  *,  by  creditor  or  bis  attorney,  96.  The  easw  gtren 
kbeve  are  thiiee  committed  op  execution,  and  do  not  inchide  thoie  cooimitted  for  tazqp,  nor  thcee  on 
BMBe  proeea,  nor  titoee  inrrendered  by  bail.  # 
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annually,  by  the  city  of  Boston,  the  rauniAcent  city  in  giving  knowledge 
and  early  discipline  to  the  young.  It  has  been  established  about  four 
years ;  and  daring  that  time  has  rescued — some  from  vagrancy,  some 
from  haunts  of  vice,  and  some  from  the  Leverett  Street  Jail  and  House 
of  Correction,  and  all  fit)m  crime,  or  the  avenues  to  crime— -303  youth 
frdm  six  to  sixteen  yearn  of  age.     These  have  ail  been  housed,  clothed, 

Tho  CAMS  of  Impriionment  for  Debt  ia  the  ConntT  of  Berkshire,  for  a  coane  of  reart  ending  Se^ 
tember  1,  were  a«  foUowi :  1796=30:  1797=33*.  1796=97:  l79S=S9:  1800=44:  1801=^: 
13(»=a3:  ^1800=41:  1804=31:  1805=35:  1806a99:  18073^:  1809=51:  1899b=45:  188S=M: 
l^Hs^li  1834=34:  1^5=^96:  ldai;=99:  1837=108:  1833=94:  1803=01. 


CasM  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Salem ,  Essex  County ,  Mass.,  in  1830. 


Debton. 


J.  B. 
J.G. 
VV.  W. 
P.P. 
J.  H.N. 
J.  D. 
W.B. 
E.G. 
CO. 
%V.P. 
J.  D.  P. 
E.  H. 

P.W, 
E.P. 
0.F.IL 
J.R. 
£.0. 
W.  C.  T. 
B.  P.  N. 
S.  I.  D.  H. 
£.G. 
W.  A.  T. 

D.  C.  Jr. 
J.  M'N. 

8.  I.  9.  Ha 

2*.  F. 
T.  D. 
8.T. 
S.B. 
I.G. 
B.  F. 
W.O. 
W.C. 
E.G. 
U.N. 
B.6. 
A.  C. 
T.  H. 
8.  E. 
VV.  W.  B. 
H.  B. 
N.  A.  3d. 
W.  D.  W. 
P.  D. 
W.  N.  Jr. 

E.  II. 
E.  F.  T. 
J.  E.  Jr. 
J.D. 

J.  9.  Jr. 
I.G. 
J.G. 
W.  P.  P. 
S.  ".  K. 
O.G. 
J.  P. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Har. 
Uay 

JOM 


July 


An;. 


Sept. 


Oet. 


19 

18 

19 

19 

5 

5 

11 

15 

17 

18 

95 

8 

S 

8 

30 

S5 

99 

31 

1 

1 

9 

9 

5 

19 

91 

93 

3 

5 

6 

8 

13 

16 

93 

S7 

99 

99 

99 

2 

5 

7 

11 

19 

13 

14 

93 

93 

30 

30 

3 

3 

11 

16 

30 

9 

4 

5 

*16 


Discliai^ied. 


F«b. 
Jna. 
Fob. 

Mar. 
Fob. 


Mar. 

Feb. 
Mar. 


April 

Jane 
May 
July 
Jaoa 


July 
June 

Aug. 
July 


Aug. 

July 
Attf. 


Sept. 


Aug. 
Sept. 
Aug. 
Sej^. 


Aug. 
Oet. 
Sept. 
Oet. 


11 

S6 

15 

18 

8 

6 

11 

16 

5 

9 

96 

10 

10 

9 

13 

3 

3 

31 

9 

9 


S  Beierly, 


9 

91 

93 

97 

95 

6 

19 

19 

17 

29 

16 

19 

27 

6 

98 

4 

9 

6 

6 

6 

13 

91 

31 

8 

1 

30 

31 

4 

4 

13 
5 
9 
4 
4 


Rcudnca. 


Salem, 


And  over, 

Lynn, 

Salptn, 

Newburyport, 

Dan  vers, 

Salem, 
u 

u 
Lrnn, 

Bottoo, 

Lynn, 

AndoTer, 

Salem, 

Marblebead, 

Glouocflter, 

Lynn, 


AndoTor, 

6augu«, 

Lynn, 

Sionebam, 

Beverly, 

Lynn, 

Sauguf, 

Top«6eM, 

Andover, 

Middletoo, 

Salem, 
u 

Sangui, 

i( 

Salom, 

Methuen, 

Toptfield, 

Saugus, 

AniJover, 


T. 


u 

nn. 


Not. 


LynnficM, 

Saujtis, 

Marblchoad, 

Lynn, 

Salem, 

Borerly, 

Ando\^r, 

Lynn. 

Wen  ham, 

Doxford, 
6  j  Salem, 
15 ,  Saugii9, 


Debt. 


9^16  39 
16  00 
30  00 
19  83 

16  34 
90  00 
75  00 

600  00 
10  08 
19  06 
1000  00 
83  65 
83  00 
9d37 
59  00 
10  44 
500 
^59 
42  00 

19  87 
95  00 

17  04 
999 

189  76 
57  39 
95  00 
77  00 

9  55 
10  93 
15  00 

980 
47  95 

7  00 
90  00 

93  76 

90  97 
10  95 

20  61 

20  09 

91  20 
51  14 
H48 
51  0-2 
90  00 
14  00 

94  00 
54  92 

100  00 
33  55 
12  83 
82  28 

21  09 

8  09 

GOdaa 

53  97 
90  00 

17  80 


FlVCCMi 


Ezon. 

Writ. 

u 

Exon. 
(( 

(i 

Writ. 

Ex<ni. 
It 

u 
W>ii. 

Exon. 
t( 

{f 

(I 

(t 

Wriu 

Eaott. 
i( 

It 

Writ. 

Exon. 

(C 

u 

(I 
ct 

(C 

tt 
u 

Writ. 
<i 

Exon. 

Writ, 
u 

Exon. 
(( 

Writ. 
Exon. 

(4 
{C 
f( 
IC 

Bail  Bond. 

Ezon. 
it 

(I 

Writ. 

Exon. 

Writ. 

Exon. 
II 

ii 

Writ. 

Exon. 
II 

11 


Ifinnnr  nf  Ttitrtiix 


Oath. 

Xo  funds  for  support. 

Pnt  on  criainal  uti. 

Oath. 


11 


Settled  with  creditor 
Put  on  criminal  li<n. 
No  funds  for  support. 


It 


u 


Srttled. 

No  funds  for  support. 

Settled  with  creditor. 


It 
It 


u 


11 
II 


Oath. 

SeUled  with  creditor. 

Settled  by  note. 

Settled  whh  creditor. 

Oath. 

No  funds  for  support. 

Bailed. 

No  fnods  for  s«pport. 

Oatb. 

Settled  with 
No  funds  for 
Oath. 

Settled  with 
,•    *(■       « 

Bailed  b?  D. 
Settled  with 
Oatb. 

No  funds  for 
Creditor. 
No  funds  for 
Oath. 
Settled  with 


t( 

Oath, 
u 

II 


II 


creditor. 
support. 

creditor. 
II 

T. 
creditor. 

rapport. 

support. 

ersditor. 


Settled  with  creditor. 

Oath. 

Settled  with  attorns;. 

Settled  with  creditor. 


u 


(I 
II 


Ii 
11 


No  funds  for  snppoR. 

Oatb. 

Bailed  by  J.  W. 

Oath. 

No  foods  for  support. 

SettM  with  atloney. 

BaiM  by  A.  D.  and  other* 
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fed,  protected,  goTerned,  prajed  Sot,  and  religioual;  ioMructed  ;  in  a 
word,  treated  like  children  in  a  well  managed  Chriatian  family— not  a. 
Chiisiian  family  where  tliere  is  no  government.  One  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful teachers  in  t)ie  city  lately  said,  Lha.t  he  had  received  some  of  the 
best  lessons  and  principles  in  the  goTerumeDt  of  his  school,  &om  the 
House  of  Re  formation ;  and  a  teacher  of  oiie  of  the  public  schools  testi- 
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lies,  that  &  naissnoe  in  his  ecbod  was  remoTed  to  the  Houae  of  Refi>ni»- 
tion,  tnd  in  ft  few  roooths  wis  restored  a  reformed  boy,  and  reiaained 
in  hie  school,  a  living  example  of  moderatimi,  self-goTernnienl  and  good 
behavior.  We  give  one  instance  m<»e  of  the  benefits  conlemd  by  this 
institution,  because  the  particulars  came  uoder  oui  own  obwiration. 
Not  long  since,  an  officer  of  this  Society  wis  passing  through  the  yard 
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of  the  Le?erett  street  Prison,  and  saw  a  pleasant  looking  boy,  sUndinr 
at  the  door  of  the  great  shop,  where  thirty  or  forty  men,  of  all  ages, 
nations,  and  degrees  of  criminality,  black  and  white,  some  of  then 
hampered  with  chains  and  clogs,  forming  a  strong  contrast  to  this  cora- 
paratively  innocent  looking  boy,  who  would  have  passed  for  a  pleasing 
youth,  except  for  his  Prison  dress,  and  who  most  manifestly  should  not 

Cntea  of  hmprucnment  for  Debt  in  New  Bedford^  Mas»,,im  1890. 
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be  where  he  was,  if  his  appearance  and  age  were  any  index  of  his 
oharacter.  The  gentleman  asked  the  keeper  what  that  boy  was  there 
for.  The  keeper  said  at  once,  It  is  a  hard  case.  He  was  taken  in 
company  with  an  oldor  boy,  who  is  very  bad,  who  has  been  in  this  Prison 
two  or  three  times  before,  and  who,  he  had  no  doubt,  led  this  boj 
astray,  for  this  was  not  a  bad  boy.   His  behayior  ever  since  he  has  been 
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here  shows  thai  he  is  not  The  gentleman  then  took  the  boy  aside,  away 
fiom  the  gaze  of  the  convicts  in  the  shop,  and  asked  him  what  he  was  there 
for,  and  where  he  came  from?  His. statement  was  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows:—He  came  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  his  father  had  been  dead  many 
jears ;  his  mother  died  about  a  year  ago ;  he  had  had  little  education,  and 
could  not  read ;  he  had  attended  a  Sabbath  school,  a  few  weeks,  in  Ports- 
mouth, and  there  learned  to  read  a  little;  but  had  forgotten  it  most  all. 
Hariog  no  parents  or  friends,  he  came  to  Boston,  fell  into  company  with 
another  boy,  (the  boy  above  alluded  to  by  the  keeper,)  and  they  took  a 
boat  from  the  wharf  to  go  down  in  the  harbor.  They  were  taken  up  for 
stealing,  and  sent  to  Prison,  and  he  had  been  in  Prison  four  months.  By 
this  time  his  face  was  wet  with  tears.  He  said  he  wished  he  could  get 
ODt,  and  go  to  some  other  place,  for  he  did  not  like  to  be  there.  He  was 
asked,  whom  he  was  in  a  room  with  at  night  He  said  he  was  with  one 
old  man  and  one  foolish  man.  They  had  not  tried  to  do  him  any  harm, 
but  he  wished  he  could  get  out ;  the  tears  at  the  same  time  running  down 
his  cheeks  again.  His  case  excited  compassion.  The  overseers  were 
inquired  of  concerning  the  boy.  They  said  they  had  been  thinking,  that 
they  ought  to  do  something  for  him.  One  of  the  aldermen  was  then 
requested  to  go  and  see  him.  He  did  so,  and  on  seeing  the  boy,  and 
hearing  the  above  simple  narrative,  (in  the  giving  of  which  the  boy  wept 
very  much,  as  he  had  done  before,^  and  hearing  also  the  testimony  of  the 
keeper,  offered,  as  a  member  of  the  city  government,  to  do  any  thing 
in  his  power  to  get  this  boy  into  the  House  of  Reformation.  The  over- 
seers concurred  in  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  be  sent  there,  provided  the 
soperintendent,  on  examination  of  the  boy,  should  not  conclude  that  he 
had  been  so  long  in  the  Lcverett  street  Prison,  as  to  preclude  all  hop6 
of  reformation.  The  superintendent,  on  examination  of  the  boy,  pro- 
nounced him  a  fit  subject  for  the  House ;  and  on  a  representation  to  the 
Judge  who  committed  him,  he  was  discharged,  and  sent,  at  the  request 


Na 


T.IL 

J.H.P. 

S.H.T. 

T.M. 

M.C. 

W.R 

8.B, 

J.B. 

J.R. 

G.T. 

W.T. 

J.C. 

F.C. 

P.C. 

O.B. 

B.W. 

I.T. 

B.P.P, 

J.LJ. 

A.B. 


New  Bedford, 
Weetport, 

New  Bedford, 

u 


M 
W 
U 
4« 
l< 


u 
It 
<« 
u 

U 


Dtrtmouth, 
Weetport, 

u 
New  Bedford, 


(C 


M 

tt 


Boeton, 
New  Bedford, 
Freetown, 


Debt. 


5  07 
75  00 
10  09 

554 

750 

150  00 

SB  10 

14  20 

8  10 
136  43 
10  50 
SO  00 
SO  00 
SO  00 

8  03 
19  00 
81  SS 
13  00 

983 
16  43 


Connitt«L 


Exoa. 

(4 

Writ. 

i4 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

Exoa. 

44 

VITrit. 

44 
41 
44 
44 
U 
44 

Exon. 

4< 


Not. 


Dee. 


11 
11 
17 
17 
19 
S3 
36 
87 
8 
11 
•11 
11 
13 
13 
13 
16 
80 
3Q 
27 
30 


DiachwiBd. 


Not.  15,  >3U. 
Ilec.  13,  nJD. 
Nov.  19,  '30. 

i9,*ao. 

84, '30. 
Dec.  10,  *30. 

15, '39. 
Jen.  1,  '31. 
Dec.  9,  '30. 
Jan.  10, '31. 
Due.  13, '30. 
Fob.  16,  >31. 
April  13,  '31. 

13,  '31. 
Dee.  14, '30. 

21, '30. 
Mar.  13,  '31. 
Deo.  39,  *30. 
Jan.  SSI'S!. 
Dee.  31, '30. 


Rtanaer  of  Dkchaifh 


Creditor. 

44 

Bail. 
Creditor. 

44 

Creditor*!  attomer. 

44  (4 

44  U 

Creditor. 

Oatb. 

Creditor'!  Bttomey. 

44  44 

Creditor. 

44 

Bailed. 

Creditor. 

44 

-« 

44 

No  funda  for  eupport 


Whole  vambeT,  ISO  :~for  $10  and  under,  61 ;  for  $30  and  under,  ISl }  for  $50  and  under,  138 ;  for 
m  than  50, 18  :~«a  writ,  105;  on  ezeeution,  45. 

DiKharged  bjr  bail,  8;  by  oath,  13-,  for  want  of  eupport,  10*,  bv  eeeape,3;  by  indindoale,  4; 
ov  creditof  or  Ua  attorney,  94;  by  payment,  13  :—tr hole  amount  of  debu,  $3,964 :— amount  paid, 
•M3  M  :~4ia»  loet,  3,36H  daye. 
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"^t  6  i  from  Fairhaveo,  5 ;  from  Boehaeler  and  Lynn,  2  oncb  j  ftom  Tiverton,  ticw  York,  Boston, 
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of  the  mayor  and  aldemiMi,  to  the  House  of  Reibnnatioe,  where,  in  a 
few  months,  he  was  prepared  for,  and  sent  out  to,  an  honorable  and  use- 
ful apprenticeship.  We  have  been  more  particular  in  this  statement, 
that  it  may  be  seen  how  great  are  the  benefits  conferred  in  a  par- 
ticular case,  and  how  vast  the  public  good  of  extending  these  benefits 
to  himdreds,  and  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  more,  to  a  thousand,  des- 
titute and  unfortunate  children,  and  youth  in  a  single  city. 

The  whole  number  received  into  this  Holy  Refuge,  as  it  is  called  in 
the  letter  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Parker,  since  ^ptember  21, 1896, 
when  the  first  boy  was  received,  is  three  hundred  and  three ;  the  num- 
ber discharged  and  apprenticed,  two  hundred  and  four ;  the  number 
who  are  doing  well,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five ;  the  number  who  have 
died  in  four  years  and  nine  months,  two.     And  in  fifteen  months  last 

Sast,  there  has  been  only  one  case  of  sickness ;  while  the  average  num- 
er  of  inmates  has  been  about  one  hundred.  Again,  then,  we  saj, 
in  the  language  of  Judge  Parker,  "  Persevere,  fathers  of  the  dtjfj  in 
maintaining  this  holy  refuge  from  crime,  and  other  destruction;  and 
you,  the  teacher,  guardian,  father  of  this  once  wretched,  now  hc^y 
family  of  children,  rest  not  from  your  labors  in  this  glorious  vineytoiif 
for  verily  you  shaU  have  your  reward J^ 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics, — This  noble  institution, 
original  in  its  design,  and  the  first  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  already, 
as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  beginning  to  be  admired  and  imitated  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  is  located  in  Worcester,  on  a  beautifiil  eminence, 
about  one  hundred  rods  east  of  the  village,  and,  when  finished,  will  con- 
tain accommodations  for  about  120  inmates.  The  foundations  of  the 
building  ar  j  already  laid,  and  it  is  expected  that  great  progress  will  be 
made  in  its  erection  during  the  present  season.  When  completed,  our 
favored  state  will  have  occasion  for  congratulation  on  a  more  adequate 
provision,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  for  that  most  unhappy  dass  of 
the  human  family,  which  is  deprived  of  reason,  than  any  other  state  iu 
the  Union. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

We  are  not  apprized  of  any  improvement,  in  this  state,  in  regard  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  criminal  law,  or  County  Prisons,  during  the 
last  year. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — ^The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  bis 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  and  urged 
the  importance  of  a  system,  which  shall  distinguish  between  the 
honest  and  fraudulent  debtor.  We  give,  in  the  notes  below,  the  only 
act*  which  was  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  the  evidence  to  show, 

*  An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  coneertdng  JaiU  and  JaUen,  pasted  by  tfte  LegiMatKre 
o/CmmeetiaU,  May,  1831. 

1 .  **  Btit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentatives,  in  General  Auembly  ten- 
vened,  That  whpncTer  an^  }icnon  committed  to  Jail  on  civil  process,  shall  take  the  amr 
debtor!  oath  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  punuant  to  the  provifiont  of  the  Act  to  winch 
this  is  an  additioo''  (this  Act  allows  the  oath  to  be  taken  in  four  days),  **  he  shall  be  dis- 
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from  ihe  records  of  the  Prisons,*  that  mneh  remains  to  be  done  in 
Gbnnecticot,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt. 

State  Prison  at  Weihersfieid. — ^This  institution,  which  commenced 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  about  three  years  and  a  half  since; 
is  in  a  state  of  progressive  improvement.  Nothing  can  show  this  more 
clearly,  than  a  comparison  of  the  earnings  and  expenditures,  during  the 

chaned  from  said  imprifooment  by  virtae  of  said  process,  unless  the  creditor  shall  give  to 
the  &btor,  upon  the  administration  of  the  oath,  notice,  in  writings,  that  he  intends,  within 
fiAeenda^  tbereaAer,  to  make  application  for  a  review  of  said  cause,  under  the  19fli  Sec- 
lioo  of  said  Act,  as  revised  in  1821. 

2.  That  said  application  for  a  review  of  said  caose  shall  be  made  within  said  fifteen  da^'s, 
and  shall  be  returnable  within  fifteen  days  after  the  same  is  made,  and  if  said  application 
ii  not  made  within  said  first  period  of  fifteen  days,  or  having*  been  made,  shall  be  discon- 
limed,  then  the  debtor  shall  oe  discfaaiged  firom  Jail,  at  the  expiration  of  said  time,  or  upon 
SBch  discontinoaaoe. 

3.  That,  ailer  the  oath  is  administered  by  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  the  debtor  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  sofffKnt  now  by  law  provided,  till  dischaiged  from  imprisonment  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  or  this  Act. 

4.  That  if  said  court  of  review  shall  reject  said  apidication  of  the  creditor,  and  decide 
that  the  debtor  is  entitled  to  the  oath,  he  shall  be  fortnwith  released  fix>m  confinement  by 
virtue  of  said  process. 

5.  That  when  said  oath  is  administerod  to  any  debtor  by  two  judges  of  the  county  court, 
or  by  one  judge,  and  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  by  virtue  or  the  loth  section  of  said  Act,  ho 
shsll  be,  opc«  taking  said  oath,  released  from  imprisonment. 

6.  Ti$i  so  much  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  as  is  bconsistent  with  this  Act,  be,  and  the  same  is 
iKivhy  repealed,  and  that  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
case  of  imprisonment  on  process  issued  upon  any  debt,  contract,  or  other  cause  of  action 
or  nidgnent  now  eriatinr,  or  to  vary  in  any  respect  the  r^ts  and  privileges  of  the  debtor 
liooer  the  act  aibrecaid,  before  his  release  Dom  unpiisonment  punuant  to  Uus  Act.'' 


*  Cosw  oflmpriwmmndfor  Debt  m  Hartford,  C(nm>,  in  1830. 
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whole  period.  The  earniags  of  the  conrtctB  exceeded  the  whale  ex- 
peose  of  the  eatftbliahment,  for  the  sis  months  eoding  Much  31,  1828, 
•1^017  16;  year  ending  March  31,  1829,  $3,229  41 ;  jeu  mding 
Match  31, 1830,  95,063  9Ai  yeu ending  Much  31, 1831,  97^  02  ; 
makiog  a  total  gain  to  the  atate,  in  3^  years,  of  tl7,139  S3.  Thii  is 
after  deducting  the  expeoses,  not  only  of  food,  clothing,  Ibal,  mtHtMi 
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attendance,  and'  incidental  expenses  of  the  Prison,  but  the  pay  of  offi- 
cers. The  expense  of  the  old  Prison,  during  the  same  period  of  3j^ 
years,  exceeded  the  income,  $24,338  78 ;  making  a  difference  to  the 
state,  between  the  old  and  the  new  Prison,  in  3^  years,  of  $41,478  31, 
ia  the  keeping  of  an  average  of  about  150  convicts. 
Besides  this  progressive  improvement  in  industry  and  economy,  there 
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L.  S. 

East  VViodsor, 

44 

3  16 

9  91 

3  49 

9 

6 

44 

\-&E. 

D.  W. 

Hartford, 

44 

4  13 

I  94 

1  03 

6 

10 

44 

T.H.M. 

H.O. 

<c 

4i 

3  as 

9  05 

90 

t 

P.K. 

D.W. 

(C 

44 

7  45 

9  59 

1  11 

6 

19 

44 

W.tE. 

J.C. 

Burlington, 
Eut  Windsor, 

44 

695 

9  08 

4  75 

15 

93 

44 

I.  E.  A. 

A.  P.  E. 

Writ. 

90  00 

3  68 

9< 

30<Creditor. 

T.B.Jr. 

0.  B.  R. 

Berlin, 

44 

100  00 

94 

99 

44 

E.K. 

D.G. 

Hartford, 

4« 

30  00 

97 

Dae.     1 

Oatb.            ^ 
44               • 

I-  B.  C. 

L.W. 

Wmiierslield, 

Exon. 

3  70 

1  57 

1  66 

Dm.  1 

7 

eg. 

8.  S.  C. 

BarkhamiMtead 

Writ. 

15  00 

3 

Creditor. 

E.n. 

A.  M.  lb 
H.H. 

Glastonbury, 

Exon. 

958 

9  18 

6  98 

6 

8 

Paid. 

C.R.Co. 

J.&. 

Hartford, 

44 

191  50 

9  47 

1  96 

11 

, 

J.R. 

B.8. 

Suflield, 

Writ. 

50  00 

6 

6 

Creditor. 

1       I),  s. 

E.S. 

^alisbarr. 

Exon. 

30  39 

3  78 

3  08 

13 

90 

Oatb. 

f».  T.  N. 

W.C. 

Windsor, 

44 

7  87 

9  94 

1  8? 

91 

95 

44 

E.  S. 

N.  L.  8. 

Hartford, 

44 

9  94 

I  48 

84 

91 

95 

44 

D.B. 

C.  A. 

ti 

Writ. 

34  06 

3 

4Craditor. 

A.*P. 

J.  B.  H. 

M 

Exon. 

111  00 

6  19 

5  96 

94 

31  Oatb. 

!       A.HjkCo 

J.D. 

« 

44 

950 

494 

94 

99 

Jan.      3j 

44 

40 
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has  been  an  addition  to  the  Prison  buildings,  during  the  last  year,  by 
which  the  same  system  of  Prison  discipline,  which  was  before  adopted 
in  the  male  department,  might  be  extended  to  the  female  dq>artment. 
The  women,  who  were  before  crowded  together  in  one  apartment,  and 
lefl  to  themselves,  are  now  separated  at  night,  and  employed  by  day 
under  the  constant  care  and  supervision  of  a  matron.     The  chaplaiu 


CfcditMi. 


F.  tf. 
8.  P. 
J.  tf.  Jr. 


DebUn. 


B.C. 
A.B.W. 
6.  P. 


CoMBiittad. 


Jalj  9 

90 

Oct.  IS 


JttlT  7, 1830. 

94,1830. 

Hay  4, 1831. 


Oath }  atill  in  jail,  •apportad  br  en 
Oath ;  lup.  io  jaU  bv  craditor  till  Joae 


eradJitor. 

_^._^ n,i83i. 

Oath}  11111  ia  jaiT,  ■upported  bj  eraditar. 


Whnia  number,  143 :— for  law  than  $1,5;  for  lew  than  |5,  S9 ;  for  kai  than  $10, 67 ;  1^  ha  tbta 
$90,9'^;  for  Iom  tlian$S0, 103-,  for  $50  and  upwarda,  99  :-<»  esecutioo,  98  j  on  writ  or  mwie 
proeeu,  44. 

From  Hartford,  44 ;   from  Granby,  13  ;  from  Glaatenbary,  19 ;  from  Eaat  Windsor.  11 ;  from  Sof- 


N.  Y.,  leach. 

Whole  amoont  of  debu  in  liztj-eifht  caaea,  ia  which  the  poor  dobi^r'i  oath  waa  taken,  $1,955  85 , 
coeta  taxed,  8904  99  ;  offioera*  feei  for  committing,  $906  90 }  ezpenae  attending  tbe  taking  of  the  oatls 
$979}  time  Toet  in  caaea  where  oath  waa  takon,  709  dayi :— amoont  paid  on  tbe  debts  ia  Unm 
caaea,  00. 

Whole  amount  of  debtain  all  the  caaea,  $9,734  09 ;  coata  taxed,  $331 54 ;  offloen*ftea  fereaai- 
mitling,  $346  38 ',  coaU  in  taking  the  oath,  $364  00  $  amount  of  debu  paid,  $13  69  ;  time  loat,  1990  itft. 

Discharged  by  Sopreme  Court,  1  •,  br  girinff  noto  for  debt  and  coata,  9  ;  by  eetttemeat,  1 ;  ia  a 
maaoor  nziknown,  10  -,  by  the  creditor,  3/ ;  by  the  poor  debtor^a  oath,  91 ;  by  payment,  3. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Hartford,  Corm.y  during  the  year  1830,  for  Stms 
less  than  go  each;  stating  the  Initials  of  the  Names  of  the  Parties,  the  JUsidemce,  the 
Amount  of  Debt  and  Costs,  the  Term  of  Confinement,  and  the  Manner  of  Discharge. 


Dtbter. 


P.  C. 
S.  B. 
B.  L. 
B.  R. 

I.  M. 
B.B. 
£.  H. 

II.  H. 

0.  H. 
R.  P. 
I.B. 

i.n. 

1.  P. 
K.  C. 
T.  B. 

r*.  1 .  Ml 
W.  A. 

I),  n. 

T.T. 
A.  R. 
P.H.    ^ 

I.  B.  C. 
L.  F. 
1>.W. 
H.G. 
L.  W. 

II.  II. 
N.L.8. 
I.D. 


Cnditar. 


T.H. 
I.E. 
}?.  L. 
I.  M  D. 
B.  H. 
N.F. 
VV.J.A. 
I.  M. 
I.  M. 
F.  fc  M. 
G.C. 
A.  H. 
S.G. 
J.  L.  L. 

L.O. 
H.K. 
W.  S.  P. 
C.S. 
A.  E.  C. 
U.S. 
W&E. 
O.  H. 

T.  H.  M. 
L.B.C. 
E.  H.' 
E.  S. 
A.  M. 


Hartford, 


«i 


East  Windaor, 

Granby, 

Hartland, 

Oranby, 

Windsor, 

Eaat  Windaor, 
(I         <i 

Hartford, 

Southingtoo, 

Suffield, 

Windsor, 

Hartford, 

Berlin, 

Granby, 

East  vVindsor, 

Hartford, 
(i 

C( 

Simsbory, 

Berlin, 

Eaat  Windaor, 

Hartford, 

WothersfieM, 

Glastenb'ury, 

Hartford, 
«c 


DeM. 


9  31 
73 
00 
47 
58 
59 

300 
03 
03 

998 

4  19 

3  47 
38 
09 
00 
01 
13 
50 
68 

900 
75 

1  46 

3  16 

4  13 
3  85 
3  70 
9  58 
994 
950 


9 

4 
1 


1 
9 


4 

4 
3 

4 


Corfa. 


4  70 
1  60 
965 
659 
14  57 


4 
1 
4 
4 
3 


GO 
37 
86 
87 
18 


6  50 

7 
3 
3 
3 


56 
63 
80 
56 
935 

7  13 
590 
965 

865 
733 
5  63 
3  09 
995 
3  93 

8  46 

9  39 
988 


Ttm6t 


93Sdaya. 

1  »' 

4  «* 

35  " 

4  " 

6  " 
1  « 
8  « 

7  «« 

7  «« 
6  " 

15  «* 

35  " 

4  " 

3  " 
6  " 

5  «• 

8  « 
0  « 

4  " 
18  «« 

6  " 


4 
4 


II 

f 

6    " 
9 
4 
5 


II 
II 
(I 


Oath. 

Settled. 

Oath, 
u 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 
It 

II 

M 
N 
II 
II 

Pkid. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Oath, 
li 

II 

II 

« 

(I 

Paid. 

Oath. 

it 


Whole  number  for  leaa  than  $5  each,  99 ;  amount  ofdebta,  9^1  40  ;  amount  ofeoiU  ebargod,  and 
oflloetrs*  fees,  $143  86 }  ansount  of  costs  in  taking  the  oath,  $60 ;  time  lost,  449  daye ;  ajMUt 
$6  58 :— dtacharged  by  tbe  oath,  90  ;  by  tbe  creditor,  4 ;  by  payment,  9  j  bf  eettkment,  1. 
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says,  in  a  letter  dated  May  7,  1831,  "  I  suppose  the  female  department 
here  is  the  best  arranged  of  any  in  the  world.  Formerly,  when  they 
were  all  in  one  room,  the  noise  which  they  made  might  be  heard  at  a 
distance ;  and  hair,  torn  from  each  other's  heads,  might  be  seen  strewed 
about  the  floor.  Now,  they  are  lodged  in  separate  cells,  more  than  sup- 
port themselves  by  their  labor,  and  are  much  changed  for  the  better  as 

Cases  of  Imf/rUonmevi  for  Debt  in  Hartford,  Corm,,  in  lB30ffor  less  than  j^l  each. 


B.R. 
F.  F. 
D.H. 
J.H. 
S.H. 


CrtdUor. 


N.  F. 
8.G. 
W.  S.  P. 
E.S. 
H.S. 


Gntnby, 

Wind/wr, 

Hartford, 
It 

Siinsbury, 


DeU. 

Coria. 

00  sa 

460 

38 

3  63 

50 

590 

68 

265 

75 

865 

Tcnaof 
ConfiacBMiiL 


6  days. 
35    « 

8    « 

0    " 
18    " 


MaiUMT  of  Ditdaiye. 


Oath. 


i( 


u 

Creditor. 
Oath. 


Aipoant  ofdebu,  09  63  ;  omU  charged,  and  offieart'  foes,  $84  73  j  coata  in  taking  the  oath,  $16  00 ; 
tine  ket,  67  day  a*,  paid,  00. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  New  Haxenj  Conn.,  in  18S0. 


Cratilar. 

Ovbtar. 

FracoB. 

Orbt 

Cammiltai. 

Dkchufsd. 

MtBMrorDiMteiflh 

C.  L.     • 

D.  W. 

£xan« 

590 

Jon.      7 

Jan. 

11 

Oath. 

A.B. 

H.P. 

t( 

97  50 

14 

90 

cc 

M.M. 

L.D. 

(I 

437 

14 

15 

Creditor. 

P.F. 

W.  S. 

Writ. 

900 

90 

93 

cc 

R.U. 

S.Z. 

M 

90  00 

95 

98 

(C 

T.  ofU. 

J.  D. 

EXOQ. 

5  00 

96 

98 

Selaetmen. 

W.  H.  M. 

B.  E.  P. 

Writ.     ' 

m  00 

97 

Feb.. 

13 

Creditor. 

8.  &  V. 

T.AM. 

£X0D. 

2SQ  19 

37 

Jan. 

99 

iC 

P.ltW. 

T.&M. 

(C 

3Jd  00 

89 

99 

cc 

&.&B. 

A.  B. 

tt 

4  91 

Feb.    15 

Feb. 

90 

cc 

A.  fc  B.  T. 

A.S. 

(( 

395 

Ifi 

90 

cc 

W.R 

6.  P. 

u 

593 

16 

90 

Oath. 

R.  H. 

VV.C. 

Writ. 

14  00 

99 

93 

H.B. 

E.  H. 

K.  McC 

(( 

3  00 

94 

95 

Creditor. 

J.  N. 

R.D. 

Exon. 

4  07 

.    97 

Mar. 

3 

Oath. 

W.  Im 

B.P. 

Writ. 

5  00 

Mar.   10 

15 

Creditor. 

cs 

G.P. 

C( 

90  00 

10 

14 

cc 

J.J.  u. 

J.L.L. 

Exon. 

70  89 

18 

May 

96 

Oath. 

8.  ore. 

P.F. 

ct 

50  00 

19 

Mar. 

as 

State^a  attorney. 

N.D. 

^n .  8.  H. 

(1 

905  50 

94 

April 

9 

Oath. 

E.8. 

N.H. 

(1 

998 

95 

Mar. 

99 

cc 

C.T. 

D.M. 

Writ. 

700 

April    9 

April 

3 

Creditor. 

&P. 

H.R. 

t( 

90  00 

8 

9 

cc 

k^.  9. 

T.B. 

cc 

7  00 

17 

91 

cc 

A.  F. 

VV.  B. 

EXOD. 

7  30 

90 

94 

Oath. 

P.  P.  S. 

J.H. 

u 

49  39 

93 

97 

Creditor. 

S.  A.  B. 

T.H. 

Writ. 

150  00 

99 

99 

cc 

J.B.&CO. 

R.P. 

Exon. 

51  40 

May     7 

c« 

W.  L. 

I.  M. 

Writ. 

.500 

10 

May 

13 

Oath. 

8.  \V.  C. 

G.  B. 

7  00 

13 

17 

cc 

R.  B.  S. 

R.  B. 

t( 

106  95 

14 

11 

" 

8.  G. 

G.  B. 

u 

3  00 

14 

cc 

6.  S.  W. 

C.  D.  M. 

(« 

38  00 

'      90 

, 

95 

u 

B.  &  C.  A. 

J.G. 

M 

15  00 

90 

91 

Creditor. 

8.6. 

M.P. 

t( 

3  6B 

94 

94 

cc 

H.Bank. 

N.D. 

i4 

93^  10 

31 

In  jail. 

w.  a.  H. 

J.  8. 

« 

39  36 

June     1 

June 

5 

Oath. 

U.M»g.Co. 

G.  A.  8. 

ti 

93  30 

10 

17 

cc 

D.B. 

D.H. 

Writ. 

500 

94 

30 

cc 

CB. 

E.S. 

Exon. 

13  01 

July      6 

July 

10 

cc 

S.W.C. 

N.J. 

(t 

33  33 

9 

Creditor. 

u 

8.C. 

ti 

58  38 

10 

cc 

A.  B. 

R.B. 

cc 

17  40 

19 

Aug. 

SB 

Oath. 

XJG.kSon, 

A.D. 

Writ. 

95  00 

93 

July 

97 

cc 

F.N. 

HvB. 

Exon. 

96  58 

96 

30 

Ci 

9.  VV.  C. 

P.R. 

cc 

9  13 

27 

Auc. 

1 

cc 

B.G. 

T.O, 

cc 

949 

99| 

9 

cc 

A.6.4C80D. 

A.D. 

w 

1      19  S3 

du 

i 

4 

(i 

478  FBuOM  DiscDUNE  socim.  46 

to  their  outwtril  appearuice."  We  shall  coaclude  this  notice  of  Uie 
Connecticut  Frisoa  by  the  iosertion  of  a  letter  from  the  chaplain,  dated 
WeiherBfidd,  May  21, 1831  :— 

"  Hy  very  dear  Inetid, 

"Then  it  no  wint  of  variety  of  chmeter  amoog  coDTiet*.    Thii  TUkty  u 
rrabably  u  great  amoog  tlie  inmatai  of  Fruou,  a>  aincHig  an  cqaal  munfaw  of  ia- 


J.  E.  P. 
H,  W. 

E.  n. 

M.&.kCo. 


Wni. 

lii 

ii 

sw 

as 

B.pt     1 

Wrtl. 

10  0 

J 

sas 

90 

600 

Bim. 

70< 

IS 

am 

Oct.     Jl 

nean 

MX 

Wril. 

I  M 

699 

Wrll. 

£>». 

No.,      1 

aw 

Wril. 

E.M. 

11  00 

il 

9&U) 

Ei«. 

W7B 

18 

»^8B 

97 

lis  IS 

WflU 

JDO 

30 

700 

D«.     0 

17  » 

sr  se 

ao3D 

SB 

Cmlltac. 
OiUi. 


>r  Drit  n  iVns  i^wfcm,  Com.,  in  lS3a 


Ii.  D.  P.  |d.L.C.  JFniTid 


I  oo  oo|Aprii  aalApiU  mIowhh^w*- 
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dmdotb,  who  are  any  wbere  ebe  collected.  I  have  met  wHh  lome  in  this  Prison, 
who  manifest  so  fittJe  mental  capacity,  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  they  ought 
to  be  held  accountable  for  their  actions.  A  director  of  the  Prison  pointed  out  one 
of  the  eoDvicti  to  me,  the  other  day,  whom  he  supposed  not  to  possess  common 
sense.  A  base  fellow,  in  Prison,  who  cannot  read,  told  me,  no^  long  since,  that  he 
did  not  see  any  thing  wrong,  in  one,  who  had  nothing,  to  steal  from  another  who  had 
oMHe  thnn  he  needed.  He  professed  to  think,  that  it  was  as  well  as  any  way,  to  live 
as  lie  bad,  L  o.  by  strolling  about  from  place  to  place,  to  swear,  break  the  SabbaUi, 
get  drank,  steal,  Alc.  His  soul,  he  supposed,  would  wither  with  his  body  in  the 
gr«Te. 


S.U. 

I.  w. 

N.M. 

JLJ. 

A.M.H. 

D.P.IL 

J.S. 

1.8. 

T.C. 

L.8.L. 

J.  B, 

M.B. 

N.  B. 

D.T. 

T.L. 

M.B^ 

C.flL 

T.  W.  W. 

«.P. 

T.  W.  W. 

M 
P.P.I. 

T.  W.  W. 

M 
(C 
If 

CP.W. 
•1 

S.K.S. 

G.C. 

W.  A.  W.  \ 

J.  I. 
J.& 

aa. 

R.ftN. 

u 

r.B. 

W.Avv.W.B. 

A.  L. 

C.B. 

K.lkW.W.B 

E.  S.&  ftl. 

J.W. 

C.C. 

J.L. 

C.L. 

J.C. 

S.B.1C. 

J.L. 

J.J. 

J.  W.  A. 
B.C. 

C.B. 
A.O. 


B.P.S. 
T.B. 
J.B. 
B.W. 
T.  W.  P. 
B.  P. 
P.H. 
J.  W.  B. 
£.  B. 

J.P.&B.B. 
J.B. 

A.  M.  H. 

J.M.  B. 

E.H. 
u 

M 

J.M. 

J.D. 

S.9. 

J.S. 

E.C. 

Inr  •  B.  B. 

W.  P. 

T.9. 

J.P 

B.  K. 
H.O. 

I.  H.  C. 
C  B.  H. 

J.M. 

J.D. 
E.B. 
R.  H. 
N.  B.  B. 
Is.  J. 
J.L. 
6.  H.  S. 
D.  W. 
A.B. 
W.P. 

A.  O. 
J.8L 

B.  B.  M. 
J.  A. 
H.J. 
8.C. 
J.M. 
J.E. 
H.J. 
P.C. 
B.P. 
A.D. 
J.P. 
T.O. 
P.&H.A.R 


Lyb*v, 

RuidolpbyJKiM 

GrotoD, 

LjniM, 

MootTiIto, 

Salam, 

Groton, 

Sumiogtoo, 

Grotoo, 


tt 


Waterford, 
N*w  Loodoo, 


(I 


Lebanoo, 
New  Loodon, 

U  M 

«       tt 

u  tt 

Sloniogton, 

New  Loodon, 
«        t« 

Montville. 

New  Londoo, 
It       (• 


u 
u 


(C 

« 


Btoaiofloo, 

Grotoo, 
Seleoi, 

Waterford, 

Golehtfftcr, 
New  Loodon, 
li^nea 
Norwich, 
New  Londoo, 


K 

tt 
tt 


(C 

« 


Grotoo, 

w 

Now  Londoo, 

Lyme, 

Btoningtoo, 

Norwicn, 

Newlioodoo, 

Waterfiird, 

ZiynOj 

New  London, 

IC  tt 

u       «< 

Sarbrook, 
MootTille, 
Norwich, 
HontTille, 


Writ, 
w 

'«( 

Esoo. 

(( 

4« 

M 
U 
M 

cc 

Writ. 

M 
M 
M 
IC 

u 

M 

Ezoo. 

Writ. 

(« 

Ezon. 

Writ, 
it 

II 

H 
It 

It 

Exoo. 
II 

cc 

cc 
cc 
II 
cc 

Writ. 

CI 
CI 
IC 

Exoo. 

Writ, 
cc 

Eson. 

Writ. 

Exon. 

Writ. 

Exon. 
cc 

cc 

Writ, 
cc 

Exon. 
Writ. 
Exoo. 
Writ. 
Exon. 


UM. 


800 

70  00 

10  00 

90  H) 

134  80 

91  as 

30  00 

108  40 

3197 

59  81 
SO  00 

500 
300 
10  00 
85  00 
30  00 
30  00 
SO  00 
13  86 
95  00 
65  00 
179  60 
80  00 
70  00 
70  00 
90  00 
15  00 
15  00 
5»  47 
8  67 

17  49 

198  30 

8  63 
13  98 

ISff  98 

60  00 
60  00 

500  00 
10  00 

9  00 
90  00 
50  00 
93  08 
15  00 
19  55 
10  00 

633 
979 
90  38 
500 
600 

18  00 
40  00 

843 
50  00 
934  47. 


July 


Feb.    10 

16 

Bfar.   13 

16 

17 

April  17 

May    90 

82 

95 

Jane   17 

May   31 

June     6 

10 

93 

98 

98 

30 

30 

9 

9 

9 

9 

3 

S 

3 

7 

9 

9 

9 

16 

99 

93 


16 
16 
16 
97 
98 

Aoe.  3 
5 
7 
11 
11 
19 
19 
90 
95 

Sept.  10 
14 

Oct.  14 
18 
9 
19 
90 
90 


Not. 


Feb.  15 
99 
99 
97 

April  10 
96 


July 
Jane 


Joly 


9 

5 

1 

99 

4 

5 

10 

84 

1 

1 

1 

9 

6 

6 

6 

Sept.     6 

Jaly     14 

14 

6 

14 

19 

19 

30 

31 


Aof.  30 
9 
9 

Joly     91 

Auf.  8 
6 

July     98 

Ane.  8 
9 
11 
11 
16 
19 
16 
90 
97 

Ap.l8,*31 

Sept.  15 
16 

Oct.  15 
99 

Not.  99 
13 
84 

Dec.    90 


ComproouMd. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

Creditox'e  attorney. 

cc  It 

Paid. 

Compnouied  • 
Oath. 

IC 

Conproaiiaed  • 

Creditor, 
cc 

BaiM. 

cc 
w 
cc 

vOID|ilUlllH00* 

Oath. 

ComproouMd. 
II 

u 

CI 

cc 

CI 

II 

cc 
cc 

raid. 

Oath. 

iOath  ;  lopperted 
till  Apr.  10,1831. 
ith. 

IC 
C( 

cc 

Compromiied  • 
It 

CI 

cc 

Oath, 
cc 

Compromjeed « 

Oath. 

Bailed. 

Oath. 

Com  prom  ieed. 

Oath. 

Compromiied. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Compronueed. 

Oath. 

Creditor, 
cc 

CI 

Compromiied. 


Whde  iramber,  SS>-ttom  New  loodon,  93  ;_Grotoii,  7  ;  Lyme,  6  :  Stoninfton,  5 1  MontTiIle,  4 ; 

'     ,  Lebanon,  and  Colchester,  1  each  :- 


:— KMi  ezeen- 


Waterfbid,  and  Norwich,  3  each ;  Baybrooli,  Salem 

tien,97i  «'■>  writ,  31 :— dilcbarsod  by  compromiee,  34 ;  byoatb.  17;  br  creditor,  7}  by  payment, 3:— 

•AMOnt  of  debti.  $1^96  96 ;  amoaot  of  debts  paid.  993  14  *,  time  loet,  931  days. 

Than  Is  another  Frieoo  hi  this  comtT,  at  Norwich.    The  jailer  of  the  Prison  in  Ne—  *  —*'^  »«-»-•- 
ths  above  tshle  dose  aoi  eontain  OMte  thsn  one  half  of  the  whole  nomber  of  eases  injl 

40* 


London  thioki 
injt^  county. 
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"  I  have  bee^  convershig  with  a  convict  to  day,  who  saw  bo  little  ia  the  hapnincw 
of  heavea  to  suit  his  taste,  as  to  lead  bim  to  say,  that  he  had  no  wi^h  to  go  tnere ; 
neither  did  he  wish  to  go  to  hell ;  hence  he  tried  to  flatter  liimself  that  he  could 
iind  some  third  and  middle  place.  I  desired  him  to  describe  the  place,  and  em- 
ployment, in  which  he  would  like  to  spend,  his  eternity.  He  did  so.  But  it  would 
give  you  too  much  pain  and  surprise  were  I  to  give  you  his  descriptioii. 

"  Who  invented  profane  swearing,  or  for  what  possible  purpose  it  was  fint  intro- 
duced among  men,  or  has  been  continued  in  practice,  I  can  scarcely  conceive. 
Even  the  common  style  of  swearing  is  enough  to  startle  and  distress  a  mind  of  any 
considerable  purity  and  sensibility :  but  I  have  lately  been  made  acquainted  with 
examples  of  profaneness  in  speech,  practised  by  tl^ose  with  whom  convicts  associate 
when  out  of  Prison,  altogether  unlike  any  thine  that  I  had^ever  before  heard,  read, 
or  thought  of,  and  which  it  seems  hardly  possibfe  could  flow  from  any  higher  source 
than  the  bottomless  pit  I  will  not  shock  your  feelings  by  giving  so  much  :is  a 
single  specimen  of  its  awful  character. 

"  I  frequently  meet  with  convicts  who  have  been  sailors.  Some  of  them  have  been 
almost  all  over  the  world,  and  are  able  to  bring  to  light  a  world  of  wickedness.  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  ^at  they  mingle  in  the  darkest  scenes  of  iniquity,  with 
about  as  much  ease  and  frequency,  in  those  cities  which  are  called  Christian,  as  they 
do  in  those  which  are  pagan.  A  man  who  has  followed  the  sea  for  thirteen  years 
told  me,  that  he  never  met  with  more  wickedness  in  any  place  than  in  liveiviooL 

"  Convicts  often  hold  to  gross  errors.  This  you  have  seen  from  what  has  already 
been  said.  A  convict,  who  has  been  twice  under  sentence  of  death,  says  be  fasbs 
nobelief  in  the  Bible — once  threw  a  Bible  overboard,  which  he  took  with  him  to 
sea.  He  affirms,  that  as  neither  he  nor  any  one  whom  he  has  seen,  has  ever  been 
either  to  heaven  or  hell,  he  does  not,  and  cannot  know  any  thing  about  these 
places ;  and  yet  he  is  so  credulous  as  to  believe,  that  he  has  seen  water  tamed 
into  wine  in  New  York,  and  a  dead  man  raised  to  life  at  the  Newgate  Prison. 

"  Some  believe  that  there  is  no  hereafter,  and  more  believe  that  there  is  no  future 
punishment  A  convict  lately  assured  me  that  he  had  never  broken  more  than  one 
of  his  Maker's  commands ;  and  another,  that  he  had  always  supposed,  before  be 
came  to  Prison,  that  sin  consisted  merely  in  the  outward  act  Some  say  that  a  man's 
conscience  is  the  only  hell ;  others,  that  the  breath  is  the  soul.  Some  have  curious 
inquiries  to  make.  I  have  known  many  a  man  show  more  solicitude  to  know  who 
Melchuedek  was,  or  where  Cain  got  his  wife,  than  to  know  what  he  should  do  thst 
bis  soul  might  be  saved. 

**  The  reasons  which  convicts  give  for  not  doing  their  duty  to  €^,  indicate  almcet 
every  variety  in  the  state  of  their  moral  feeling.  To  the  inquiry,  *  Why  do  wicked 
men  oppose  God,  and  go  on  in  sin,  wben  they  may  know  it  is  wrong,  and  see  the 
consequences  ?'  different  individuals  gave  the  following  answers : — 

'*  1.  <  Their  hearts  love  to.'  2. '  Xhey  do  not  consider.'  3.  *  their  hearts  are  hard- 
ened, that  they  should  not  understand.'  4.  *  They  do  not  raise  their  thoughts  high 
enough.'  6.  *  They  cannot  change  their  own  hearts ;  what  can  they  do  ?*  8.  '  &- 
cause  it  is  previously  determined  how  every  one  shall  act'  7.  *  Many  do  the  same/ 
S.  *  Either  they  think  there  is  no  future  punishmenti  or  else  they  think  it  is  a  great 
way  ofll' 

"  To  the  inquiry,  *  Why  will  you  not  now  give  your  attention  to  the  sabject  of 
religion  V   I  was  answered : — 

'*!.  *If  I  should,  I  fear  it   would  interfere  with  some  of  my  future  plans.* 

2.  *  I  mean  to  do  it  at  some  future  time.'    3^  *  I  fear  that  I  should  not  hold  out  to 
the  end.' 

"  *  Why  do  you  not  love  God  more  than  any  other  object  ?' 

**An»wer$.    1.  <It  is  not  natural.'    2.  *  It  is  the  hardest  thing  in  the  worU.' 

3.  *  Because  I  love  sin  too  well.' 

"  *  Why  will  you  not  repent  of  your  sins  ?* 

"dftiJioerf.  1.  <I  wUltry.'  2.  < I  hope  I  may.'  3.  'I  should  be  willing  to 
repent,  if  I  could.'  4.  <  I  do  not  know  whether  I  oould,  if  I  had  m  mind  to.' 
5.  *  My  heart  is  too  hard.'  6.  <  I  should  be  ridiculed  if  I  did.'  7.  •  I  do  not  know 
how.' 

<*  I  sometimes  hear  rather  curious  remarks.  A  man  in  Prison  told  tae  that  he 
once  tried  an  experiment,  to  see  if  he  could  make  one,  whom  he  eonsidend  a  Chris- 
tian, angry.  He  succeeded,  was  gratified,  and  has  been  more  satisfied  to  Ifve  with- 
out religion  himself  ever  since.  Another  said,  that  he  had  always  supposed  that 
a  real  Christian  never  brake  the  moral  law,  after  he  becasM  a  Christian. 
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l^yisif  A  vWI  to  a  fite  togUng  tailor,  wha^had,  beon  in  tKe  U.  8.1isvy»  and 
who  Imi.  jwl  come  to  Priaon,  he  remarked,  *  This  is  a  eood  place  to  overhaul  the 
miiMt  in.*  To  which  I  added,  *  And  tack  about  «tod.make  for  a  better  harbor.'  Each 
yielded  aneat  to  "what  the  other  aaid.  Whsah  was  the  most  gratified,  it  ia  hard 
to  say. 

"  Tlie  **y>&n  which  {■  have  received  to  questions  proposed,  have  sometimes  been 
quite  graHfying.  A  black  man,  whose  imprisonment  is  for  life,  was  learning  to  read 
in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis.  He.  came  to  the  word  saio.  *  What  is  the  meaning 
of  tke  wnri  soie,  or  see?*  1  asked.  *  It  means  to  believe  with  the  eye,'  was  his 
reply.  *■  Do  you  find  comfort  in  reading  the  Bible  ?'  said  I  to  another,  who  knew 
Dot  his  letters  when  he  came  to  Prison.  '  O  yes,'  said  he;  *  I  read  in  one  place,  and 
nod  some  words  that  I  cannot  make  out ;  yet  I  get  some  of  the  leaning,  and  it 
deems  so  good  because  it  i^  the  word  of  God.  1  turn  to  another  place,  and  reail ; 
and  tliBit  seems  good  too,  because  it  is  the  word  of  God.  And  it  is  all  good,  because 
it  is  all  the  won!  of  God.'.  *  Hqw  do  you  know  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God  ?' 
'  Why,  I  knew  that  tio  man,  u^ess  he  were  taught  of  God,  could  tell  of  such  things 
iS  the  Bible  does.  A  bad  man  would  not  talk  so  about  sin ;  and  a  good  man  would 
not  say  he  was  taught  of  God,  unless  he  was.  Besides,  something  here  (layins  his 
band  upon  his  heart)  tells  me  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  Of  God.  It  comes  home 
to  me.     It  tells  me  what  I  am  just  as  I  be.'  ^  * 

*'  The  inquiries  which  are  made  by  the  convicts  are  often  interesting.  Said  a 
inan,  who  had  been  for  some  time  distressed  in  his  mind,  to  me  one  day,  *  How  does 
a  Christian  feel  ?'  Said  another,  *  Were  I  never  to  commit  any  more  sin,  could 
mv  pest  sins  on  that  account  be  forgiven  V  *  Do  such  as  oppose  religion  understand 
what  It  is  ?'  Says  another,  *  It  seems  to  me  so  reasonable,  that  I  do  not  see  how 
they  could  object  to  it,  if  they  understood  it.' 

"  Ignorance,  and  the  want  of  proper  parehtal  culture,  greatlyprevail  among  con- 
vict*. 4  On  inquiry,  I  have  found, 

"  I.  That  no  convict,  now  in  this  Prison,  has  received  a  liberal  educwtion. 

"2.  Very. few  have  ever  come  under  the  influence  of  Sabbath  school  instruction. 

**  8.  Seventy-six  are  unable  to  write. 

**  4.  One  hundred  and  six,  out  of  one  hundred  and  forty^one,  fail  of  spelling  cor- 
rectly, many  words  of  one  and  two  syllables.   . 

"  5.  Thirty  cannot  read. 

"  6.  Sixty,  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty ,  were ecparatcd  from  their  parents  before 
they  were  ten  vears  old,  and  thirty-six  others  met  with  a  similar  separation,  before 
they  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 

**  Eight  or  ten  convicts  are  now  in  pfocess  of  learning  to  read,  with  no  book 
hut  the  Bible,  and  with  no  teacbmg  but  what  they  receive  through  the  grating  of 
their  cell  doors.  Some,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months,  nave  made  such 
advance  in  learning  in  tlus  way,  as  to  need  very  little  further  assistance.  The 
progress  of  the  one  who  commenced  learning  to  read  last,  is  as  follows : — 

«•  Began  with  the  first  letter  in  the  Bible,  May  1, 18S1.  He  knew  only  a  part 
of  his  letters.     He  never  had  been  to  school  a  day  in  his  life. 

**  The  first  day,  he  repeated  the  letters  in  the  first  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of 
Genesis. 

*'  hlay  2.  Learnt  all  the  words  of  one  syllable  in  first  verse. 

"  May  3.  Read  first  verse  with  some  help. 

**  May  4.  Read  second  verse  by  being  helped  to  pronounce  the  words  without 
andybrm,  and  to  call  the  Italics  in  the  word  toos. 

"  Biay  5.  Read  cocrectly  the  second  verse. 

*'  May  9.  Read,  nearla/isht  to  the  ninth,  verse. 

'*  May  17.  Read  near^  right  to  the  eleventh  verse. 

"May  18.  Read,  wit^  little  help,  to  the  thirteenth  verse.  ^ 

"  May  19.  Read,  with  help  in  the  wordB  fourth  and  abundantly,  to  the  twenUeth 
verse.  ,  .  ^ 

*•  May  20.  Read  to  the  twenty-third  vene. 

•*  May  21,  Read  to  the  twenty-eighth  verse,  by  bein^  aided  in  a  word  or  two. 

•«  Several  in  Prison  give  as  much  proof  of  piety,  as  it  is  possible  for  perso^  to  do 
in  tiheir  sitoadoo.  A  few,  of  late,  have,  as  they  hope,  found  peace  in  believinr. 
Their  eoBTietioB  of  sin  has  been  pungent.  Night  after  night,  they  could  scarcely 
sleep.  Th«r  expressions  weie  Hke  these :— •  All  the  sins  of  my  past  hfe  »eem  to 
stand  before  me.  What  I  used  to  think  litUe  sins,  now  appear  great  sins.  All  that 
I  do  seems  to  be  shi.    I  im  afiald  i  shall  never  find  peace. 

£ 
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"  Moraing  and  eronlng  the  ScrlpturM  are  imd,  brief  eifdanatftiifl  gfrcn*  tad 
prajrer  ofiered,  in  the  hearing  of  the  men,  who  are  a«embled  in  the  open  epaee  eait 
of  the  block  of  cells.  The  hearera  are  still  and  attentive.  From  Ifaese  aerrieet 
thev  go  in  silence  to  their  cells,  where,  nndistiirbed,  they  may  give  fheimfilrfe  to 
reading  their  Bible,  reflection,  and  prayer. 

**  A  religibtts  service  ia  observed  every  evening  in  the  female  apartment  A  aer- 
mon  ia  ^preached  every  Sabbath  in  each  apartment,  and  the  restdne  of  the  day  is 
spent  in  goins  from  cell  to  cell,  to  convert  with  the  convicts.  It  takes  about  six 
weeks  to  perform  a  sinele  circle  of  this  kind  of  visitation.  About  two  honrs  may 
be  sptent  every  day  in  tne  week,  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  teach  tike  Ignoi^ant  to 
read.  About  the  same  number  of  hours  each  day  are  required  to  study  Hm  pertloos 
of  Scripture  which  are  read  at  the  momine  and  evening  service. 

"  Thus  you  see  what  is  the  character  of  the  field  in  which  I  labor;  how  busy  I 
may  be ;  and  how  much  patience,  consolation,  and  direction  of  the  Spirit,  I  need  in 
its  cultivation.  Yours,  in  the  bonds  of  the  ge^iel  of  Christ 

«G.  BAmmSTT." 


NEW  YORK 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — ^The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  hia 
last  message  tQ  the  legislature  as  follows : — 

«  Our  laws  relative  to  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  careftilly  examined,  &r 
the  purpose  of  amendment  The  notion  of  imprisonment  In  the  nature  oJT  punish- 
ment for  debt,  is  repuaniant  to  humanity,  and  condemned  by  wisdom.  Among  the 
early  Romans,  the  umortunate  debtor  and  his  family  became  the  slaves  of  his  cred- 
itor ;  and  the  hoary  veteran  has  exhibited  the  bleeding  traces  of  bia  master's  scoorsCp 
mingled  with  the  scars  of  honorable  wounds  received  while  commanding  in  his 
country's  service.  This  extreme  barbarity  was  discontinued  at  an  early  period ; 
yet  the  principle  of  punishment  for  debt,  by  depriving  the  debtor  of  his  liberty,  wan 
retained  by  tnat  nation  throush  its  subsequent  period  of  refinement  and  has  beeia 
transmitted  to  this  day,  througnr  all  the  enlightened  governments  of  Europe.  This 
trait  of  barbarism,  notwithstanding  all  our  reforms,  still  retains  its  place  in  our 
statute  book. 

**  Imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  tolerated  so  far  only  as  it  Is  neceanry  to  en- 
able the  creditor  to  secure  the  property  of  his  debtor.  In  respect  to  debts  of  large 
amount,  ample  provision,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  smaller  debtor,  scema  to  hare 
been  made ;  for  it  is  provided,  that  whenever  a  person  considers  himself  insolvent 
he  may,  on  application  to  a  proper  officer,  and  due  notice  to  his  crediton,  asign 
over  all  his  property,  and  obtain  exemption  from  arrest  or  imprifonment 

"  With  such  ample  provision  before  ui  for  the  relief  of  those  oppresMd  with  large 
debts,  the  injustice  of  the  provision-)  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  more  helplcM 
class,  the  extremely  poor,  is  very  striking.  Imprisonment  appean  to  bs  wanton, 
when  inflicted  upon  a  person  without  means  to  pay,  and  who  depends  upon  his 
daily  labor  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family.  A  defendant  in  execution  from  a 
iustlce's  court,  must  in  some  cases  remain  in  Prison  thirty  d^iys,  in  others  sixty  days, 
before  he  is  permitted  to  make  oatli  that  he  has  uo  means  for  the  payment  of  his 
debt  It  is  this  which  fills  our  JaiR  An  easv  remedy  may  be  prescribed^  by  per- 
mitting a  defendant  on  the  trial,  when  his  creditor  is  present,  to  show  his  inability 
to  pay,  assign  over  his  property,  and  thereby  exempt  himself  from  impriaonmeat 
This  subject  I  hope,  will  engage  your  eariy  attention ;  and  while  you  make  ample 
provision  for  the  security  of  creditorR  against  frauds,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors 
criminally,  that  you  will  so  modify  the  laws,  as  to  dispense,  as  far  as  practicable,  vridk 
imprisonment  for  debt*' 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  a  committee  of  the  legislc* 
ture,  of  which  Mr.  Stilwell  was  chairman,  made  an  elaborate  report, 
accompanied  with  a  bUl,  adopting  the  principle  of  no  impriaoniDeDt  lor 
debt  except  in  cases  of  fraud ;  this  fraud  to  be  alleged  and  proved  be> 
ibre  an  impartial  tribunal  by  competent  witnesses,  and,  when  tbiia 
prated    to  be  punished  as  a  misdemeanor.     The  law  passed  both 
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branches  of  the  leghdatnre  by  a  large  majority ;  but  doea  not  go  isto 
operation  til!  March  1,  1833.* 

The  great  eyil  which  this  law  is  intended  to  remedy,  wl^ther  it  shall 
prove  effectnal  or  not,  is  the  incarceration,  according  to  the  best  esti- 
mates we  are  able  to  make,  of  10,000  persons  annually ;— incarcera- 
tion, too,  not  according  to  the  common  form ;  but  with  no  provision  by 

*  AN  ACT  to  abo&h  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  and  to  ponisfa  fnuidolent  f>rhtort  >  ■  ■Pnnod 

The  people  of  the  ttate  of  Neto  York,  represented  in  senate  and  asMembiy,  do  enact  as 
fodcws  : 

^  1.  No  person  ihall  be  airested  or  imprisooed  on  any  ci\'il  process  assoiag  out  of  any 
mill  of  UkW^  or  on  any  eaeeutioa  iasuiai^  out  of  any  couft  of  equity,  in  any  suit  or  pcx>- 
<e«diiir  InsMaled  for  the  reeovery  of  any  OHMiey  due  upon  any  iudgment  or  decree, 
tomidcM]  upon  eootraci,  or  dpe  upon  any  cooiractr  express  or  impbetT,  or  for  tlie  recovery 
•7f  any  danai^  for  ifaie  noD-performance  of  any  contract. 

\  1  The  preeeding^  section  shall  not  extend  to  any  person  wV>  shall  not  have  been  a 
resident  of  this  «tate,  ibr  at  least  one  month  previous  to  tlie  commencement  of  a  suit 
agaiiut  hhn  3  nor  to  proceedings  as  for  contempts  to  enforce  civil  remedies ;  nor  to  actions 
tor  fines  or  penalties,  or  on  promises  to  many,  or  for  moneys  collected  by  any  public  offi- 
ccT.  or  for  any  misconduct  or  neglect  in  office,  or  iu  any  professional  emjMovment. 


ft  3.  In  all  cases  where,  by  the  preceding  provisions  or  this  act,  a  delendant  cannot  be 
animed  «r  tmpriaonad,  it  slwll  be  lawful  for  the  i>l8intiff  who  shall  have  conunenced  a  suit 
afaimt  such  defendant,  or  shall  have  obtained  a  judgment  ^r  decree  against  him,  in  any 
cuut  of  record,  to  apply  to  any  judge  of  the  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  or  to  any 
cAco*  aathorixed  to  perform  tlic  duUcs  of  such  judge,  for  a  warrant  to  arrest  Uie  delendant 
iawdiiuiL 

^  1  No  soch  wanrant  shall  issue,  unless  satisfactoiy  evidence  be  adduced  to  such  officer, 
bj  the  affdavit  of  the  jplamlifi',  or  of  some  other  person  or  persons,  that  there  is  a  debt  or 
demand  doe  to  the  plamtiflr,  Iron  the  defendant,  amounting  to  more  than  fiAv  dollars,  and 
speeiffing  the  natore  and  amount  thereof,  as  near  as  may  be^  for  which  the  defendant,  ac* 
toriiag  10  the  provisions  of  this  act,  cannot  be  arrested  or  unpnsoned  ',  and  cstablislung 
oBc  or  more  of  the  followi^  particulars  : 

1.  'IW  the  defendant  is  about  to  remove  any  of  his  property  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
ihr  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  with  iutent  to  deiraud  his  creditors ;  or, 

2.  llMt  the  defendant  has  property  or  rights  in  action,  which  he  fraudulently  conceals, 
or  that  be  has  riefats  in  actitm,  or  some  interest  in  any  pumic  or  corporate  slock,  money  or 
evidences  of  debt,  which  be  ui^ustly  refuses  to  apply  to  the  payment  of  any  judgment  or 
(ieerce  wUdi  shall  have  been  rendered  against  hjjii.  oelonging  to  the  complainant ;  or, 

9.  That  he  has  asagned,  removed  or  msposad  or,  or  is  alwut  to  dispose  of,  any  of  his 
prmtv,  with  tte  irtent  to  deiraud  his  creoilocs  j  or, 

4.  Tiiat  the  dafandant  franduleatly  contracted  the  debt  or  incurred  the  obligation,  re- 
iiM'ctiar  which  sttch*suit  is  brought. 

i  5,  upon  such  proof  being  misde  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  applica- 
tioa  sbaB  be  addressed,  he  sull  issue  a  wanrant,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  state,  either 
wttb  or  without  seal,  directed  to  any  sheriff,  constable  or  marshal,  within  the  county  where 
«cli  officer  shall  reside,  therein  briefly  setting  forth  the  complaiat,  and  commanning  the 
officer  to  whom  the  same  shoJl  be  directed,  to  arrest  the  person  named  in  such  warrant, 
utf  bring  him  before  such  officer  without  delay  ;  which  warrant  shall  be  accompanied  bv  a 
^opy  of  sU  affidavits  presented  to  such  officer,  upon  which  the  warrant  issued  j  which  shall 
be  certified  by  such  officer,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  defendant^  at  the  time  of  serviqg 
t^  wammt,  bv  the  officer  serving  the  ssom. 

^6.  Hw  emcer  to  when  snch  wanant  shall  bo  delivered,  shall  execute  the  same,  by  ar- 
naka  the  persoa  named  thereia,  and  farincing  him  before  the  officer  issuing  such  warrant ; 
wd  ibaU  keep  hbn  in  custody  until  ho  shalfbe  duly -discharged,  or  committed  as  heronafVer 
pnmded. 

(  7.  On  the  appearance  of  the  person  so  arrested,  before  the  officer  issumg  such  warrant. 
^  nay  coatrovert  any  of  the  fects  and  cireumstaaces  on  which  such  warrant  issued,  ana 
aay,  at  his  option,  ranfy  his  allegations  by  his  own  affidavit ;  and  in  case  of  his  so  verify- 
iof  the  same,  the  complamant  mi^  examine  snch  defendant  on  oath,  tmirhmy  any  fact  or 
rwismimLa  amtarial  to  the  OMimry,  and  the  answers  of  the  defenctent  on  such  exaaiina- 
tioB,  ihsll  be  rodneed  to  writing  and  subscribed  by  him  $  and  the  officer  conducting  such 
laWTf  diall  also  receive  such  other  proof  as  the  parties  amy  offer,  either  at  the  tune  of 
w  ant  appeanaee,  or  at  each  other  time  as  sach  beaiing  shall  be  acyourned  to  i  and  in 
pM  of  so  mHouii— imt,  saeb  officer  amy  take  a  recognisance,  with  or  without  surety,  at 
">  <liicRtioajfitMn  the  defendant,  for  Us  appearance  at  the  adjourned  hearmg. 

^  8.  Tba  officer  conducting  sua  inquiry  shaQ  have  the  same  aathority  to  issue  subpasaas 
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law  of  bedding,  fiiai,  or  fqod  to  protect  the  sul^ieets  of  it  ffom  ooU  and 
hunger ; — and  this,  in  a  multitude  of  caaea,  fi>r  very  small  soma,  as 
proved  by  the  feUowiog  facts  fiom  authentic  docoments : — 

Mr.  S.  Mott,  the  jailer  of  the. county  of  Cayuga,  states,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Oliplmnt,  the  editor  of  the  SVse  Press  published  in  the  village  of 
Auburn,  that  the  number  of  debtors  eommitto^  ^  ^^  Prison  under  his 

for  wiine^ses,  winch  is  now  coofenred  by  law  on  any  oflSeer  eippowierad  to  hear  appfica- 
tious  of  insolvents,  Cbr  the  purpose  of  exoneratiai;  tiieir  persons  from  imprisonmeat,  anri 
sbali  have  the  same  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  such  subpoenas,  and  to  punish  witneaecs 
refusing  to  tesUfy  ;  and  witnesses  wiHblly  diaobevinr  any  audi^adbpoBML  snaU  be  liable  to 
(he  penalties  prescribed  m  the  seventh  ai^de  m  tide  first  aad>ehapler  fifth  of  the  aeeood 
part  of  the  revised  statutes.  , 

4  ^*  I^  <ach  officer  is  satisfied  that  the  aUegmtions  of  the  complainant  are  aobfniiated. 
and  that  llie  defendant  has  done,  or  is  abofrt  to  do,  any  oae  or  the  acts  epacifisd  in  the 
fourth  section  of  this  act,  he  shall,  by  a  comnitnieiit  trnder  fab  hand,  direct  thai  such  de- 
fendant be  committed  to  the  jail  of  the  county  in  which  sudi  hearinr  shall  be  had,  to  be 
there  detained  until  he  sh^ll  be  dischari^  according  to  law ;  and  snoi  defendam  shall  be 
committed  and"  detained  accordingly. 

^  10.  Suicfa  comniHment  shall  not*  be  granted,  if  the  defendant  shall  eidnr 

1.  Pay  tl»  debt  or  demand  claimed,  with  the  costs  of  the  tnit  and  of  the  pneaedings 
against  htm  ;  or^ 

"2..  Give  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  before  wfaom  the  beanqg  shall  be  had. 
that  tlie  debt  or  demand  of  the  ^intifiT,  with  the  costs  of  the  suit  and  pffanwedings  afcre- 
Kaid,  shall  be  paid  within  sixty  days,  with  interest ;  or, 

3.  Make  am)  deliver  to  nich  officer  an  inventory  of  his  -estate,  and  an  account  of  his 
rreditors,  and  execute  an  assignment  of  his  property  as  heroiaafter  providad,  an  wfaicii 
the  same  proceedings  3hall  be  had  as  upon  a  petition  of  such  defendant  in  te  manner 
hereinafter  (firccted,  excin)t  that  no  notice  4o  the  fda'uitiff  shall  be  roqoiaita ;  mhI  no  ad- 
journment shall  be  granted  for  more  than  three  days,  except  at  the  inslance  of  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  a  discharge  shall  be  granted  in  the  like  case,  and  with  te  same  effect  $  cm, 

4.  Enter  into  a  bond  to  tiie  compHiinant,  in  a  penalty  not  less  than  twioe  the  awnwni  of 
the  debt  or  demand  claimed,  with  such  sureties  as  thaU  be  approved  by  snch  officer,  con- 
dittomxl  that  such  defendant  will,  within  thirty  days,  apply  for  an  assignment  ef  all  ht» 
properly,  and  for  a  dtscharrc,  as  provided  in  the  suDMqoenA  seetioas  of  Una  act,  and  dili- 
{^cnilv^rosecute  the  satne  until  he  obtains  such  dtschane  ^  or, 

5.  n  such  defendant  shall  give  a  bond  to  sn^  ptaintm,  m  tba  penahf  awl  with  tJM  sunv 
ttcs  al>ove  prescribed,  conditioned  that  he  wHl  not  remove  any  property  wlnrfa  ha  tfwn  ha». 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  ^  court  in  which  such  suit  is  broi^gbt,  with  the  inlent  lo  defraud 
Hiiy  of  his  creditors  ;  and  'that  be  will  not  assign  or  dispose  of  any  such  properly,  witii 
such  intent,  or  with  a  view  to  give  a  preference  to  any  creditor  fbr  any  debt,  antecedent  to 
such  assignment  or  disposition,  until  the  demand  of  the  plarndfi*,  with  Uk  eosu,  aball  Iw 
satisfied,  or  until  the  expil^tidn  of  three  months  afVcr  a  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered  iii 
tlie  suit  brou^t  for  the  recovery  of  such  demand. 

$  11.  Any  defendaat  committed  as  above  provided,  shall  feraaan  in  c«Btod|y  in  ibe  sasM> 
mauiicr  as  oUieir  prisiNicrs  on  criminal  process,  until  a  final  judgment  shall  faatve  bean  reo- 
clored  m  his  favor,  in  the  suit  prosecuted  by  the  creditor  at  whose  instance  audi  defendsDi 


yhall  have  been  committed,  or  until  he  shall  have  assigned  Ins  propecty  and  oblaiued  hi« 
tliscliarge,  as  provided  in  the  subsequent  sections  of  this  act ;  but  such  defendaat  may  be 
(U.<charged  by  the  officer  committing  him,  or  any  other  person  authorised  to  diachnige  the 
duties  of  such  officer,  on  such  defendant  payioig  the  debt  or  demand  claimed,  cr  givnig  se- 
curity for  the  payment  therebf^  as  provtdcKl  in  the  tenth  seetioii  of  this  act,  or  on  his  ei^ 
cutiiig  cither  or  the  bonds  mentionea  in  the  said  section. 

$  vZ.  Anv  person  committed  as  above  provided,  or  who  simll  havegttvn  the  bcoMl  qwci- 
fled  in  the  fourth  subdivision  of  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  or  against  whom  any  soit  shall 
Iiavc  been  commeoced'iiii  a  court  of  record,  in  which  such  person,  by  the  ptmsisiuaa  of  tht* 
:>ct,  cannot  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  may  present  a  petition  to  a  justice  of  the  supieaw 
rc\u-i,  a  circuit  ludge,  any  judge  of  a  county  coort,  or  any  supreme  eovt  cfwnnwist*mcr  in 
tic  county  in  which  such 'defendant  resides  or  is  imprisoned,  praying  that  his  proper^  may 
i  >v  asiiigncd,  and  that  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  ^provisions  of  ms  act. 

f  19.  Ou  presenthig  such  petition,  such  defendant  Idiall  deliver  an  aacount  of  hb  cred- 
itors, and  an  inventory  of  his  estate,  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  aeoonnl  and  iBveniorT 
required  of  a  debtor,  hy  the  sixth  article  of  title  first  and  chapter  five  <^  the  aacosid  past  of 
'  tlie  revised  statutes  ;  and  shaH  annex  to  the  said  petiticm,  account  and  hiyentonr,  as  affida- 
\  it,  which  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  him,  before  the  pfficer  to  whom  whA  petition  i* 
))t><ieiited,  slmnar  in  all  respects  to  the  oath  required  by  the  fifth  seetioB  of  the  nxth  wnkjfi 
ol'  the  aforesaid  title  and  cnaptcr. 

§  14.  Fourteen  days'  previous  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  winch,  and  of  tlw 
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care,  during  the  year  ending  January  8, 1831,  was  four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  Of  these  two  hundred  and  five  were  for  less  than  five 
dollars  each ;  four  hundred  and  forty-six,  i.  e.  all  except  forty-two,  for 
less  than  twenty-fitre  dollars  each,  and  not  one  for  a  sum  exceeding  fifty 
ddlars.  Thirty-nine  persons  were  committed  to  the  Jail  in  Auburn,  in 
the  year  nbove  mentioned,  for  sums  not  exceedmg  one  dollar  each. 

towlioin,sudi  petitioD  will  be  preiented,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  peiition,  Kod  tbe  ac- 
count aiKi  iDTentory  tiwreto  annexed,  shall  be  served  personally  on  ihe  piaintiiSs  by  whom 
racfa  defendant  shall  be  nrosecuted,  their  personal  representatives,  or  their  attorney  ;  and 
proof  of  such  aeiyice  shall  be  made  at  tbe  tone  of  [nvsentin^  such  petition. 

^  15.  Any  creditor  of  such  petitioner  naa;|p^  oppc^  such  application,  and  may  examine 
tbe  petitioner,  his  i^fe  or  any  other  witness,  in  Uie  manner  prescribed  in  the  thira  article  of 
the  aforesaid  fint  title  and  fifth  chapter,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  process  to  compel 
thdr  attendance  and  testimony  :  and  such  witnesses  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  subject  to  the 
provinons  of  the  seventh  Brticle  of  tbe  said  title,  for  their  neglect  to  obey  subpoenas,  or 
to  testify. 

\  16.  Upon  sttffident  cause  shown  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  any  creditor,  the  officer  to 
«tom  SQcn  petition  is  addressed,  may  adjourn  the  hearinf^  thereof,  not  exceeding  thirty 
d^ ;  and  ii,  ai  any  hearing  of  such  petition,  the  ojiposing  cttditor  snail  fail  to  sati^  such 
officer  that  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner  are  not  just  and  fair,  or  tnat  he 
bas  concealed,  removed  or  disposed  of^  any  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  hia 
creditor,  such  officer  shall  order  an  assignment  of  all  the  property  of  such  petitioner,  in 
tbe  same  manner  as  provided  in  the  fiAh  article  of  the  first  title  of  the  fifth  cni4>ter  of  the  • 
$scoQd  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  except  such  as  is  thcanein  exempt ;  which  assignment 
^  be  executed  with  the  like  effect  as  declared  in  the  said  article,  and  shall  be  recorded 
ia  the  same  manner. 

^  17.  Such  officer  shall  appoint  one  or  more  assignees,  to  whom  such  petitioner  shall  as- 
»^  all  hb  estate  }  and  ujmu  producing  to  such  officer,  evidence  that  such  assignment  has 
bees  recorded,  asd  a  certificate  of  the  assignees,  that  all  the  property  of  such  petitioner, 
specified  in  his  inventory,  has  been  delivered  to  them,  or  that  he  has  given  satismctory  se* 
cttrity  for  tbe  future  delivery  of  the  same,  such  officer  shall  grant  to  the  petitioner  a  dis- 
ciajT^,  which  shall  exonerate  him  from  being  proceeded  against  by  any  creditw  entitled  to 
a  divideod  of  the  estate  of  such  petitioner^  as  hereinafter  providea,  under  the  third,  fourth, 
fiitb.  sixth,  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  sections  of  this  act,  for  any  fraud  committed  or  in- 
teDoed  before  such  discharge.  i 

(  18.  The  assignees  to  miom  such  assignment  shall  be  made,  shall  be  vested  with  all  the 
rigikts  and  powers  over  the  property  so  asaigmed,  w^ch  are  specified  in  the  eighth  article 
of  the  first  title  of  chapter  five  of  the  second  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  and  shall  be  sub*  . 
ject  to  the  same  duties,  obligations  and  control,  in  all  respects,  and  shall  make  dividends  ; 
and  vacancies  in  their  number  shall  be  suppliea  as  therein  directed. 

)  19.  Tbe  general  pro^ioos  applicable  to  proceedings  under  the  several  articles  o(  the 
tttd  fint  title,  and  which  are  contabed  in  the  seventh  article  of  the  said  title,  shall  be 
<icemed  to  apply  to  the  proceedings  herein  directed,  so  far  as  the  same  are  not  inconsistent 
wah  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  the  officers  and  assienees  performing  any  duties  under 
thjs  act,  shall  be  entitled  for  their  services,  to  the  same  fees  and  compensation  as  are  pro- 
vided by  law  for  similar  services,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  aforesaid  title  of  chapter  nve, 
aod  as  are  provided  by  law  for  services  in  criminal  cases. 

$  90.  Every  person  imprisoned  on  civil  process,  at  the  time  of  this  act  takmg  effect  as  a 
W,  in  any  case  where,  by  the  preceding  provisions  of  this  act,  such  person  could  not  be 
anested  or  imprisoned,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  three  months 
aAer  this  act  snail  take  efiect  as  a  law,  unless  the  cr^tor  at  whose  suit  such  person  shaU 
be  imprisoned,  dball,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  make  application  and  complamt  to  some 
judge  of  the  court  m  which  such  suit  was  brought,  or  to  some  officer  authonzed  to  perform 
i1k  duties  of  such  judge,  as  specified  m  tbe  third  and  fourth  sections  of  this  act  j  and  upon 
such  application  bemg  made,  if  a  warrant  is  not  issued  as  herein  provided,  such  imprisoned 
pcnon  Uall  be  entiOed  Co  be  dischanped  from  imprisonment }  and  if  such  warrant  be 
granted,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  nad  thereon,  as  herein  before  provided  ;  and  the 
removal  <^  the  defendant  fiiom  any  jail  m  which  he  may  be  imprisoned  by  any  warrant  in 
nch  procee^nga,  diall  not  be  deemed  an  escape. 

^11.  Every  yenon  imprisoned,  as  in  the  last  (Mieccding  section  specified,  may  give  a  nb- 
^  to  tbe  creiditon  at  whose  suit  he  is  imprisoned,  and  present  a  petition  and  inventory,  as 
spedfied  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  of  this  act  j  and  the  same  proceedings  ^snU 
^^-^'^  *      ~  *   '  ..  J        J       ,.    .  .    1  Qo  guch  petition  as 

imprisonment. 

.  ^         b  and  fifth  sections  of 

^  act,  and  the  same'shall  (>e  dismissed,  the  party  making  the  same  shall  be  liable  for  all 
few  to  officers,  and  fix*  all  coats  and  expenses  which  the  defendant  shall  have  incurred. 

£2 
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Twenty-five  were  committed  to  the  same  Prison,  whose  debts  together 
amounted  to  fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents.  Of  the  last  men- 
tioned twenty-fiye  persons,  two  were  committed  to  Prison  for  six  cents 
each.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  in  Auburn ,  in 
which  the  debt  was  six  cents,  the  costs  were  five  dollars  and  twenty-liie 
•eentsj  the  iexpense  of  the  county,  eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents  ; 

$  S3.  Whenever,  in  this  act,  the  removal,  conceahnent  or  disposal  of  any  property  is  de- 
dared  to  be  the  ground  of  any  complaint  or  proceedinr,  and  where  any  bond  is  repaired 
in  reference  to  such  concealment,  removal  or  disposal,  ue  same  shall  not  be  deemed  to  ap- 
ply to  any  property  which  shall  be  expressly  exempted  by  statute  finom  levy  and  sale  un- 
der execution.    . 

^  24.  MThenever  a  bond,  ^ven  under  (he  tenth  section  of  this  act.  shall  become  forfeit, 
•d  by  the  iion<performance  of  the  condition  thereof,  the  plaintiflT  shall  be  entitled  to  recov- 
^rlhereon  (he  amount  due  to  him,  on  the  judgment  obtained  in  the  original  suit  instituted 
against  the  defendant  giving  such  bond. 

^  t6.  "Hie  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  suits  or  proceedings  beibre 
Justices'  courts,  ior  the  reooveiy  of  any  debt  or  demand  of  fifty  dollars  or  less. 

$  26.  Any  person  who  ^all  remove  any  of  h'ls  property  out  of  any  county,  with  intent 
to  prevent  the  aame  from  being  levied  upon  by  any  execution,  or  who  ^all  secrete,  assign, 
convey,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  hts  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  any  cnnlitor,  or 
to  prevent  such  property  being  made  liable  for  the  payment  of  his  d^ts,  and  any  person 
who  shall  receive  sudi  property  witii  such  intent,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  deemed  sniihy  of  a 
misdemeanor;  and  where  the  property  so  removed,  secreted,  concealed,  assi^ed,  convey- 
*ed,  received,  or  otherwise  disposed  ot,  shall  be  worth  fifty  dollars  or  less,  such  offence  may 
be  tried  by  a  court  of  special  sessions  of  the  peace  in  jhe  manner  directed  in  the  third  tii)e 
«f  chapter  second  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  and  in  such  case,  the  pani:>h- 
jnent  for  such  c^ence  shall  be  limited  as  prescribed  in  the  said  title. 

^  27.  Whenever  any  person  ,sba1I  have  been  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  under  the 
last  preceding  section  of^this  act,  the  same  procfM^dings  maybe  had  for  the  appointment 
of  trustees  to  take  char^  of  lAne  estate  or  such  person,  as  are  authorized  by  the  second 
article  of  the  first  title  of^chapter  five  of  the  second  part  of  the  revised  statutes :  and  the 
trustees  so  appointed  shall  possess  all  the  powers,  rights,  and  authority,  be  entitled  to  the 
same  compensation,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  ciuttes,  obligations  and  control,  in  all  re- 
spects, as  trustees  appointed  under  the  said  second  article :  and  in  addition  thereto,  if  such 
trustees  suspect  that  the  person  so  convicted  has  concealed  about  his  periton  or  otherwise, 
money  or  evidences  of  debt^  upon  making  oath  of  the  same  before  any  judge  of  a  county 
court,  and  on  such  Judge  bemg  satisfied  that  such  suspicions  are  well  founded,  be  may  twuie 
a  warrant  authorizing  and  commanding  any  sheriff  or  constable  to  search  the  person  of  such 
defendant,  and  any  place  occupied  by  nim,  or  any  trunk  or  other  article  owned  or  possessed 
by  him,  for  sudi  money  or  evidences,  and  to  deliver  what  shall  be  so  discovcriKl  to  such 
trustees. 

^  28.  When  it  sfadl  s^pcar  to  any  ofl^cer  authorized  to  entertain  any  proceeding  under 
tins  act,  that  any  misdemeanor  or  pcijury  has  been  committed  by  anyjparty  or  witness,  it 
aball  be  his  duty  to  take  the  measures  prescribed  by  law  to  cause  the  ofllender  to  appear  at 
the  proper  court  havin?  jurisdiction  of  the  offence,  to  answer  for  the  same.  ^ 

^  29.  Ifo  person  shall  be  excused  fh)m  answering  any  bill  in  equity  seeking  a  discovery 
in  relation  to  any  fraud  prcAibited  by  this  act,  or  fivm  answerinr  as  a  witness  m  relatioa  to 
any  such  fraud:  but  no  such  answer  shall  be  used  in  evit^nce  in  any  other  suit  or 
prosecution. 

^  90.  No  execution  issued  on  any  judgment  rendered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon 
any  demand  arising  upon  contract  expre»  or  implied,  or  upon  any  other  jodgment  founded 
«pon  contract,  whether  issived  by  such  justice  or  bv  the  clerk  of  the  county,  sfaall  cootaia 
a  clause  authorizinr  an  arrest  or  hnprisonment  oC  tne  person  against  whom  the  same  shall 
issue,  unless  it  shall  be  proved,  by  the  aftidavit  of  the  person  in  whose  favor  such  execution 
shall  issue,  or  that  of  some  other  person,  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  clerk  or  justice,  either 

1.  That  the  person  against  whom  the  same  shall  issue,  had  not  resided  b  this  stale  for 
the  s^ace  <^f  thnly  days  immediately  preceding  the  commencement  of  the  suit  upoo  whacli 
such  judgment  was  rendered,  or  immediately  preceding  the  rendition  of  such  Juognent,  if 
the  same  was  rendered  upon  confession  without  process ;  or, 

2.  That  such  iudgment  was  for  the  recovery  of  money  collected  by  any  public  officer;  or, 

3.  For  oflkiai  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty ;  or, 

4.  For  damages  for  misconduct  or  neglect  m  any  professional  employment. 

^31.  No  warrant  shall  issue  against  a  defendant  in  any  case  in  which  by  the  povisions 
of  the  last  preceding  section,  an  execution  on  the  judgment  recovered  could  not  oe  issued 
against  his  oody :  and  whenever  a  warrant  in  such  case  shall  issue,  the  like  a6Bdavit  shall  be 
reauired  as  for  toe  issuinr  of  an  execution  by  the  provisions  of  said  section. 

9  32.  Whenever,  by  tne  pro\isious  of  the  last  preceding  section,  no  warrant  eaa  issue, 
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the  loss  of  time  to  the  debtor,  sixty  dajs^  thirty-five  of  which  were  in  close 
confinement. 

In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  society  for  the  relief  of  debtors  confined 
for  small  debts,  procured  the  release  of  fifteen  persons,  whose  debts 
together  amounted  to  $192  only. 

In  the  county  of  Columbia,  Uie  keeper  of  the  Prison,  Mr.  Holly,  ei^- 

and  the  plaiotifl*  shall  be  a  non*resident  of  the  county,  and  ghall  give  the  like  proof  of  the 
fact,  ana  tender  to  the  justice  the  aecority  now  required  by  law  to  entitle  hhn  to  a  warrant, 
the  justice  shall  issue  a  summons,  which  may  be  made  retainable  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  four  days  &om  the.  date  thereof,  and  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  the 
time  of  appearance  mentioned  therein ;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  returned  personally  served, 
the  sane  proceedings  shall  be  had,  and  no  lonter  ac^oumment  granted,  than  m  case  of  a 
warrant  at  the  iastance  of  a  non-resident  plaintiff. 

^  33.  Whenever,  by  the  provisions  of  the  thirtieth  section  of  tins  act,  no  warrant  can  is' 
sne,  and  the  defendant  shall  reside  oat  of  the  county,  he  shall  be  oroceeded  against  by 
sttmmoDS  or  attachment,  returnable  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  rour  days  from  the  date 
thereof,  which  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  the  time  of  appearance  mentioned 
thcreta  ^  and  if  such  defendant  be  proceeded  against  otherwise,  the  justice  shall  have  no 
juiindictiou  of  the  cause. 

^  3K  la  addition  to  the  cases  in  which  suits  may  now  be  commenced  before  Justices  of 
the  peace  by  attachment^  any  suit  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  damages  arising  upoa 
aiiy  contract,  express  or  implied,  or  upon  any  judgment,  for  fifty  dollars  or  lata,  may  be  so 
conimenred,  whenever  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  to  such  justice  that  the  defendant  is 
about  to  remove  from  the  county  any  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors, 
or  has  assigned^  disposed  of,  secreted,  or  is  about  to  asstt;n,  dispose  of,  or  secrete,  any  of 
hu  property,  with  the  like  intent,  whether  such  defendant  be  a  resident  of  this  state  or  not. 

$  35.  Before  any  attachment  shall  issue  in  such  case,  or  in  the  cases  provided  for  in  article 
second,  title  fourth,  chapter  second,  part  third,  of  the  revised  statutes,  the  plaintiff  shdl  by  fais 
own  amdavit,  or  that  of  some  other  person'  or  persons.  |»t>ve  to  the  satufaction  of  the  Justice, 
the  facts  and  circumstances  to  entitle  him  to  the  same,  and  that  he  has  such  a  claim  as  is 
specified  in  the  last  preceding  section  acainst  the  defendant,  over  and  above  all  discounts 
which  the  defendant  may  have  against  nim,  speci^ing,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  amount  of 
sudi  claim  or  the  balance  thereof;  and  such  plaintiff,  or  some  one  in  ms  behalf,  shall  also 
execute  in  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  at  least  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  such  sureties,  and  upon  such  condition  as  is  required  in  section  twentyoninth 
of  said  article  i  and  so  much  of  said  article  as  requires  any  other  or  different  proof  for  the 
isMii^  of  an  attachment,  than  that  rec^uired  by  this  section,  is  hereby  repealed. 

^  3b.  Every  attachment  issued  by  virtue  ot  this  act,  or  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
said  second  article,  shall  be  served  in  the  manner  now  provided  m  said  article,  except  that, 
if  (he  defendant  can  be  found  in  the  county,  the  copy  of  such  attachment  ^and  inventory 
AbU  be  served  upon  him  personally  inst^Ml  of  leavinff  the  same  at  the  place  now  prescribed 
in  said  article :  and  the  return  of  said  officer,  in  acQition  to  what  is  now  required,  shall 
state  specifically  whether  such  copy  was  or  was  not  personally  served  upon  the  defendant. 

$  37.  If  such  attachment  was  issued  in  one  of  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  and  shall 
be  returned  personally  served  upon  the  def^mdant,  the  justice  shall,  on  the  return  day. 
proceed  to  bear  and  determine  the  cause  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  a  sununons  retumea 
personafly  served. 

^  38.  U*  such  attachment  was  issued  in  one  of  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  and  at 
the  return  day  it  shall  appear  by  the  return,  that  property  was  attached,  and  that  a  copy  of 
such  inventory  and  attachment  was  not  personally  served,  and  the  defendant  shall  not 
ajppeer,  the  plaintiff  may  take  out  a  Munmons  u^ainst  the  defendant ',  and  if  such  summons 
shall  be  returned  that  the  defendant  cannot  be  found  after  diligent  inquiry,  or  that  the  same 
has  been  personally  served  upon  the  defendant,  then,  m  eitrar  case,  the  justice  shall  pro- 
ceed to  he-u-  and  determine  the  cause  in  the  same  manna*  as  up<Mi  a  wimmons  returned 
personally  served. 

^  39.  A  judgment  obtained  before  any  Justice,  m  any  suit  commenced  by  attachment, 
when  the  defendant  shall  not  be  personally  served  xintn  the  attachment  or  sunuoons,  and 
shall  not  appear,  shall  be  only  presumptive  evidence  of  indebtedness,  in  any  suit  that  may 
be  brought  thereon,  and  may  be  repelled  by  the  defendant ;  and  no  execution  issued  opoa 
koch  mqipment,  shall  be  levied  upon  any  other  property  thsuD  such  as  was  seized  under  the 
atuu*nment  issued  tliereon ;  nor  snail  any  defendant,  in  such  case,  be  baited  of  any  set-off 
which  he  may  have  against  the  plaintiff. 

^  40.  A  defendant^  aeainst  wbose  body,  by  the  provisions  of  this  act^  an  execution  cannot 
be  luued  from  a  justice^s  court,  shall  not  be  required,  in  order  to  obtain  on  adiournment  of 
a  cause,  to  give  t  bond  with  the  condition  now  required  by  law,  but  instead  thereof,  the 
cnudition  of  such  bond  shall  be,  that  no  part  of  his  property  liable  to  be  taken  on  execution 
shall  be  removed,  secreted,  assigned,  or  in  any  way  disposed  of,  except  the  necessary  sup- 

41 
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amined  the  records  with  the  secretiury,  by  which  it  appeared  that  there 
had  been  committed  to  the  Jail  in  Hudson,  during  one  year  ending 
Ssptember  29, 1S30,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  persons ;  of  whom  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  were  for  debts  of  less  than  twenty  dollars  each. 
The  jailer  not  only  stated  the  sums  for  which  they  were  committed,  but 
the  proportion  of  rum  debts.  Of  thirty-nine  committed  for  more  than 
twenty  and  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  four  were  rum  debts;  of  ibrtj- 
two  committed  for  more  than  ten  and  less  than  twenty  dollars  each, 
ten  were  rum  debts ;  of  forty-eight  committed  for  more  than  fire  and 
less  than  ten  dollars,  twenty  were  rum  debts  ;  of  twenty-one  committed 
for  more  than  one  and  less  tiian  five  dollars,  six  were  ram  debts ;  of 
iifteen  committed  for  less  than  one  dollar  each,  eight  were  rum  debts. 
Out  of  the  whole  number  of  cases,  i.  e.  one  hundred  and  8ixty*fi%-e, 

rORTY-NlNE  WERE  RUM  DEBTS. 

In  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  in  the  town  of  Rochester,  seventy-seven 

r>ort  of  himself  and  family,  until  the  plaintifiTs  demand  shall  be  nlisfied,  or  until  the  expira- 
tioit  of  ten  davs  aAer  sucn  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  have  an  execution  issued  on  the  iodr- 
i.u'ut  obtained  in  rach  cause,  if  he  shall  c^tain  such  judgment;  and  if  the  condition  of  audi 
iMrfid  i)e  broken,  and  an  execution  on  »uch  judtment  be  returned  unsatisfied  ia  whole  or  ia 
|)r.rt.  the  plaintiflT  in  an  action  on  such  bond  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  the  amoont  doe 
( .1  such  jud^ent. 

^  41.  Hcctions  one  hundrH  and  thirty-seven,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eig^l,  and  one 
huifirod  thirty-nine,  of  title  fourth,  chapter  sccoud,  and  part  third  of  the  renseid  statutes 
arc  licrcbv  repealed. 

^  Aii.  When  judf>;ment  shall  be  rendered  af|;ainst  the  defendant,  bo  more  than  two  aom- 
n.oaitefi,  aud  the  oenice  of  the  two  summonses,  shall  be  induoed  in  the  coat  dT  aoch 
jtulgment. 

^  43.  All  the  provisions  of  said  title  fourth,  not  hereby  expressly  repealed,  and  not  in- 
ron^istent  with  the  pro^nsions  of  ih'.s  Bf  t,  are  hereby  declarci  to  be  m  full  force,  and  to  epply 
to  the  provisions  of  litis  act,  so  far  as  ilie  same  relate  to  proceedings  in  couru  before  josticei 
ofihe  peace. 

^  -ii*.  All  persons  imprisoned  at  the  time  this  art  shall  take  cflcet  as  a  taw,  by  virtue  of 
any  execution  issued  upon  a  judj^ent  recovered  before  any  justice,  upon  any  contract, 
express  or  irfiplied,  shall  be  discharg^cd  from  such  imprisonment,  as  in  the  next  seclioa  fvo- 
~viaerl,  unless  the  plauitiff,  in  twch  execution  shall,  on  or  before  that  day,  file  with  the  jailer 
an  atlidavit,  stating  such  facts  as  would  authorize  an  execution  against  the  body  of  tlie  de- 
fondant,  according  to  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  this  act. 

(i  45.  To  entitle  such  imprisoned  debtor  to  such  discharge,  he  shall  present  to  the  jailer 
f  r  slifriff  m  whose  custody  ne  shall  be,  an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  the  execution,  by  virtue 
<>t'  which  he  is  imprisoned,  issued  upon  a  iudgmetrt  obtained  on  a  contract,  expreaa  or  im- 
)  lied  ;  or  obtained  on  ajndfment  foun<lca  on  such  contract ;  and  thereupon  he  shall  be  dis- 
liinrKed,  and  the  sherifishall  not  be  liable  to  any  action  for  such  discharge. 

V  It).  Any  person  imprisoned  on  any  process  issued  out  of  any  courtj  who  shall  be  enti- 
tied  to  be  discharged  from  such  imprisonment  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  may  bring  a 
writ  of  habeas  eiNrpiis  or  certiorari  for  that  purpose,  in  tne  manner  provided  in  the  nmth 
cliai>ter  of  the  third  pait  of  the  revised  statutes. 

^  47.  The  provisions  of  this  act,  firom  the  twenty-ninth  section  inelusiye,  shaR  amly  to 
executions,  warrants,  and  other  process  issued  bv  the  marine  court  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
i  y  the  assistant  iustices  for  wards  in  the  said  cfty,  and  by  the  justicM  of  the  justice^  court 
oi'the  city  of  Albany  and  of  the  city  of  Hudson,  and  to  all  proceedings  in  the  said  coorti 
and  by  the  said  justices,  in  the  like  cases  and  in  the  same  manner  as  h^in  provided  in  re- 
spect to  juMices  of  the  peace. 

^  48.  lliis  act  shall  take  eflect  as  a  law  on  the  first  day  of  Moreh.  one  thousand  ct^i  t 
hundred  and  thirty-two ;  but  the  secretary'  of  state  shall  immediately  cwtae  a  sufficient 
numt)er  of  copies  of  this  act  to  bo  printed  by  the  state  printer  to  supply  every  justice  of  th<? 
peace  in  tlie  state,  and  every  town  clerk  and  diertflTwiih  a  copy,  wnicn  shall  hie  transoiittc:! 
i>y  him  to  the  clerks  of  the  uiflerent  counties,  and  by  them  distributed  to  the  olBcers  entitle*! 
thereto :  the  expense  of  which  printing  and  transmission  to  the  county  derlu,  shall  be  paid 
.  out  of  toe  treasury  in  the  manner  pfovided  by  law. 

Statk  of  New  York.  }     This  bill  havinr  been  approved  and  signed -by  the  Eo%en:or 

Secretary's  Office.        \  of  this  state  on  Uic  twenty-sixth  day  or  April,  one  tnocsar.d 

cifffat  hundred  and  thirty-one,  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  same  became  a  law  on  that  dav. 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Soctetao- 
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pMcons  vKxt  committed  toPriaoiiin  18W,  w)ibseWlio>«atTK>ont  oTdtAts 
was  one  fasndred  and  twenty<«is  dollars  and  lhiny-«ix  oeata. 

Besides  tbese,  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  more,  whose 
debts,  though  they  exceeded  two  dollan  ea-^h,  none  of  then  exceeded 
live  dtrfUn. 

And  (here  were  twenty-three  persons  committed  to  the  Hilie  Piwon, 
whose  debts  together  araountfed  to  fourteen  dcdluv  and  seventy-three 
cents ; — three  for  twenly-fiTe  cents  each ;  one  for  twelve  txnta ;  one 
lor  ten  cents ;  aiid  one  for  ri\  cents.  In  the  last  case,  i.  e.  the  case  in 
which  the  debt  wbs  si:i  cents,  the  costs  on  execution  were  fite  doUars, 
and  the  ctMirtable's  fees  one  deUar  and  forty-Bix  cents.* 

Slate  Priion  at  Sing  Sing. — The  committee  appointed  by  the  legts- 
latiire  to  imcsEigate  (he  causes  of  the  difficulty  between  Mr.  Hopkins 
and  Capt.  Ljnds,  the  one  a  commissioner  and  the  other  the  keeper  of 
ihU  Prison,  reported  in  favor  of  Capt.  Lynds.     Another  officer,  viz.  Mr. 

'  Vjtti  of  InpriioBmtnl  fi>r  DtbHu  Rotkultr,  Mamtt  Caam^,  Nrm  Yerk,inK!0. 


id  sa  the  Jli[  JibnllB  Juuuj  I,  1831. 
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Marshall,  noir  employed  as  deputy  keeper,  whose  character  was  b- 
▼olved,  M  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  exculpated  from  blame. 
The  commissioners  for  building  the  Prison,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tib- 
bets,  and  Allen,  are  now  disconnected  with  the  Prison,  and  three  gen- 
tlemen, Messrs.  Van  Gourtland,  MacDonald,  and  Fisher,  haye  teen 
appointed  inspectors. 

The  former  keeper,  Capt  Lynds,  has  left  the  Prison,  and  Mr.  Wiltsie, 
the  deputy  keeper,  has  been  appointed  keeper  in  his  place,  and  Mr.  Mar- 
shall has  been  i^pointed  deputy  keeper.  Dr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  Dick- 
inson are  continued  as  physician  and  chaplain.  Under  the  new  nrgan- 
ization,  the  discipline  of  the  institution  is  highly  commended  bj  the 
inspectors.  The  health  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  physician  to  be 
▼ery  favorable ;  the  ho^ital  cases  having  been  only  two,  out  of  one  hun- 
dred,, and  of  these  a  great  proportion  consisted  of  those  who  were  sick 
when  brought  to  the  Prison.  The  deaths  during  the  year,  out  of  about 
eight  hundred,  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  have  been  sixteen,  or 
about  two  per  cent'.;  of  whom  only  seven  died  of  diseases  contracted  in 
the  Prison.  The  duties  of  the  chaplain  have  been  perfonned  in  a  man- 
ner highly  satisfactory  to  the  officers  charged  with  the  inspectioo,  and 
they  accordingly  recommend  that  the  chaplain's  support  be  provided 
wholly  by  the  state,  and  not,  as  in  former  years,  partly  by  this  Society. 
We  shall  close  the  notice  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  with  Mr.  Dick- 
inson's report  as  chaplain,  which  is  as  follows : 

^*  ^  the  Jn^€tor$  qf  the  Motmt  Pleasant  State  Priion : 

^Gentlemen, 

"  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  rabmit  the  following  communlcatioB: 

•*  As  your  report  wUl  probably  be  the  only  medium  throurb  which  the  mtr» 
condition  of  thli  Priwn  will  reach  the  public,  it  would  not  perhaps  on  this  tccojat 
be  considered  out  of  place  to  OQter  into  a  more  detailed  statement  of  facts.  But 
while  there  is  evidence  that  the  means  of  moral  and  relidous  improvemeDt  have 
not  been  used  without  effect,  I  shall  not  venture  to  dwell  on  such  as  chiefly  w 
between  the  creature  and  his  Creator,  conscious  that  results  must  remain  in  i  grett 
measure  bound  up  in  secrecy  until  the  revelatioo  of  die  last  day.  , 

"  My  communication,  therefore,  will  consist  in  the  main  of  means  and  mUia. 

«  Besides  the  re^cular  chapel  service,  it  has  been  my  practice  on  the  Sabbsib,  to 
lecture  in  the  hospital,  and  also  to  administer  private  instruction. 

'•  Evening  worship  is  msintained  in  the  hospital,  and  in  both  halli  of  Ihe  PnMO 
eeparately.  This  ezerdse  is  attended  with  encouraging  marks  of  uselulncsk  is 
the  gioom  and  stillness  of  evening,  when  daiimeai  begins  to  gather  in  every  cell, 
when  there  is  nothing  to  interrupt  reflection,  but  every  circumstance  tusptcioa}. 
this  is  the  time,  if  ever,  that  a  man  will  be  wrapped  up  in  deep,  serioos  contem- 
plation. -    , 

"  Hitherto  the  instructions  usually  given  in  Sunday  school  have  been  coniiDeo 
to  the  chnplain,  owing  chiefly  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  judicious  and  re^ 
sible  teachers ;  but  we  have  it  in  prospect  very  soon,  and  I  might  say  it  ™*  ?J|*J; 
begun,  to  receive  the  aid  of  others,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  ^^/^Jf^^ 
school.  During  the  past  year,  sixty  or  seventy  were  found  incapable  of  reMing. 
On  manifesting  an  anxiety  to  learn,  they  have  received  my  almost  daily  stteauoo. 
SpelUns^books  were  procured  by  the  agent;  and  their  improvement  in  S^?"'*'.^ 
been  wnat  might  be  expected  of  those  who  were  anxious  to  learn.  Some  htvc  iw 
aside  the  spelUng-book ;  and  in/  short  time,  it  is  hoped  all  will  be  able  to  resd  tse 
Scriphires.  *  ^    •  .la 

''There  have  several  cases  occurred  of  a  deep  and  pungent  sense  orcrunejB 
committed  against  God^a|marent  humiliation,  and  other  exercises  whicbcan  ooiy 
be  accounted  for  satisfactorily  by  ascribing  them  to  a  divine  influence.  ^*^J^ 
characterised  by  ready  $ubmi$»ion^  an  acknowledgment  of  the  J^^'J^i^^ 
punishment,  a  cheerful  e^joymont  of  religious  privileges ;  and,  whai  is  wortny 
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reottik,  thejr'haTe  tcarcely  ever  given  the'dightMtfailiiMtkiii  d  adMbeofdeUTer- 
aace  or  pormm  from  Prison. 

"  Many,  during  the  last  year,  hare  committed  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
Scriptare  to  meomry. 

<<  There  an  seyeral  intorestinff  iacts  connected  with  this  subiect,  that  cannot  be 
embraced  in  the  narrow  limits  ofthis  communication.  The  duties  to  be  discharged 
in  this  great  moral  waste,  are  equally  ardtums  and  rupontible.  Among  a  class  ol 
men  so  diversified  in  point  of  intellect,  as  well  as  of  guilt  and  moral  sense,  there  is 
room  for  the  most  cautions  and  laithful  application  of  ^Mab  truth.  And  it  is  due 
to  the  uent,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  Prison  generally,  to  add,  that  every  desirablo 
facility  Eu  been  given  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties." 

House  of  Refuge  in  the  City  of  New  York.— This  (the  first  of  the 
kind  in  this  country)  most  noble  and  extensive  institution,  three  miles 
north  of  the  City  HaJl,  is  pursuing  its  delightful  way,  as  in  former  years. 
We  condense  from  the  sixth  and  last  report  the  following  important  in- 
formation.    The  managers  say,  in  the  body  of  their  report,  **  that  they 
are  constrained  to  repeat  their  belief,  that  it  is  the  consumption  of  ardent 
spirits,  and  the  influence  of  the  theatres,  which  contribute  more  than  all 
other  causes  to  the  numbers  sent  to  the  Refuge."    They  say,  also,  that 
"of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  inmates  committed  during  the  past  year, 
sixty  only  were  children  of  American  parents ;  while  eighty-four  were 
children  of  foreigners.  Of  these,  forty-one  were  of  Irish,  and  twenty-three 
of  Ei^l^h  extraction."   **  Since  the  opening  of  the  institution,  six  years 
ago,  eight  hundred  Juvenile  delinquents  have  been  received,  and  six 
hundred  and  fifty  of^  these  have  been  disposed  of  in  different  ways." 
The  managers  add,  **  that  they  can  already  point  to  hundreds  of  cases 
in  which  idle  and  dissolute,  and  even  criminal,  children  of  both  sexes, 
have  been  reclaimed,  snatched  as  it  were  from  the  steep  leading  to  in- 
evitable destruction,  and -moulded  into  well-behaved,  sober,  moral,  indus- 
trious and  modest  young  artisans,  farmers,  seamen,  seamstresses,  dec. ; 
some  of  them  already  grown  up,  married,  and  respectably  settled  in  life." 
Again,  **  some  of  the  finest  young  seamen  in  the  navy  have  been  taken 
from  the  Refuge.    Others  have  been  entered  in  the  whaling  busine^, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  their  employers,  and  with  profit  to  themselves. 
There  has  been  general  good  conduct  among  these,  and  some  of  them 
are  at  the  present  time  engaged  as  officers  in  that  hardy  and  lucrative 
service.    Others  are  seamen  engaged  in  dififerent  branches  of  commer- 
cial enterprise ;  and  one  of  the  reformed  inmates  of  this  institution,  has 
recently  saQed  firom  one  of  our  ports,  the  second  mate  of  an  Indiaman. 
Many  are  now  engaged,  under  very  favorable  circumstances,  as  appren- 
tices in  the  art  of  husbandry.   The  term  of  service  of  some  has  expired, 
and  they  have  grown  up  respectable  young  men.  One  of  these  has  mar- 
ried and  settled  down  a  good  citizen.    Some  of  the  number  have  be- 
tome  respectable  mechanics.    One  of  these  (a  very  hard,  but  ultimately 
a  very  interesting  case)  became  decidedly  devout  while  in  the  Refuge. 
His  whole  temper  and  disposition  were  changed  to  mildness  and  docility. 
He  was  bound  out  to  a  trade — has  acquired  it — imd,  hating  married  a 
reapecuble  girl,  is  now  esUblished  and  engaged  in  the  successfiil  prose- 
cution of  a  lucrative  business.     Several  Cases  have  occurred  where 
jomig  girls,  guilty  of  different  offences  have  been  thoroughly  reclaimed 
from  the  paths  of  iniquity.    Of  these,  some  have  been  bound  to  service 
at  distant  places  in  the  country,  where  their  deportment  was  in  all  re> 


486  PRISON   DISCirUNE   80Cl£Tr. 

spects  80  excellenl,  that  they  have  married  respectably,  and  are  now 
discharging  the  duties  of  affectioDate  wives  and  mothers.  And  the  re- 
ports from  great  numbers  of  others  of  both  sexes,  whose  periods  of  service 
have  not  expired,  are  of  the  roost  gratifying  and  even  aniihathig  descrip- 
tion. With  these  focts  before  us,  is  there  not  much  cause  for  rejoicing 
that  Providence  has  in  such  numerous  instances  smiled  upon  the  labors 
of  this  institution  ?" 

We  shall  dose  our  notice  of  this  institution  with  a  letter  from  the 
superintendent  to  the  managers,  with  his  account  of  the  charact9r  of 
the  only  subject  who  died  during  the  last  year,  out  of  nearly  two  kun- 
<lred  youth  and  children,  and  with  copious  notes  from  the  appendix  i^ 
the  report  of  the  managers,  exhibiting  vastly  important  statistical  infor- 
mation concerning  the  establishment.*  » 

*  Tliora  vera  ia  Uia  hoa<e  when  tiie  last  raport  wns  maiia— bojrs,  138 ;  fitH,  Sa.    ToUl,  IfiS. 

Ofthoce  prevtooAijr  diupcMoJ  of,.tlicre  bave  boan  retoriiHd— bojr>t  SO  ;  (uU,  S.    ToUj,  JK>, 

Kmopi^'wI  during  tiM  pMt  year—buyt,  113 ;  girU,  SI.    Toul,  144.   Grand  loUl,  33S. 

ur  wbum  tli0f«  bam  faMii  indautuiW— Imvh,  VA  ;  ffirl»,».    Total,  ISd. 

Uoturiied  to  friondi — boys,  S}  ^irb.S.     rubil,  Jl. 

Returned  to  tbo  ulins-houiie — bojri,  d ;  girln,  9.    Tutal,  7. 

Ofafe— firiji,6. 

'J*u  tko  (.tviieral  Semions — ^boyi,  1. 

Deeoajwd  (sick  with  ountttroMtun  whan  noeked>-'-hof,  1 

Now  in  the  h9U«o — boys,  141)  girls,  40.    Total.  181. 

Conimittod  hy  tlie  fiitlowing  authoriticg,  vis:— Boys— Commissionera  of  the  atm9>lKHise,  91 — ^Puliec 
ol'  New  York  douoty,  5J— Spaeial  Sessions  of  da.,  1— General  aessions  of  do. j  10— Erie  Caoat^  5e»> 
sions,  :t — Albany  County  Sessimui,  3 — Kiiif 's  County  Sessions,  7 — Herkimer  County  ffcasians,  1— Aa- 
burn  Sute  Prison,  9— Sing  8ing  State  Pri«on.  1.    Tkal.  113. 

Girls— Comnitssiooers  of  aloai-bouac,  17— Poliioe  of  New  York,  ll'-Coort  of  Spaeial  Seaaaona,  i— 
Albany  County, 'i.    Total,  31.  , 

Of  tlie  above  namber,  are  children  of  American  Barontafs,  60 — ^Tri«h,4l<— fin«tish,  90  0<nnan,7— 
Feuteh,  3— lulian,  1— French,  1— Unkaown,  8.  ToUl,  144.  Tlie  panwu  of  sMty-Uuve  of  the  mbuw 
cUilJran  are  btm^penOt, 

ladentursd  daring  the  past  year  :—Boya— to  farmers^  3&— sea  service  of  various  kinds,  31 — bladi- 
smitbs, 6— cloth  mauufaetunns,  10— hairdresser,  1— cabinet  maker,  1— iiiauofuite  maker,  1— W4low4 
maker,  l-^napnr  maker,  I-^hoo  makers,  4— eugar  manufacturers,  l*2^wnip  maaunictarer,  1— tailors,  d 
— Middfor,  1— «umb  manu&cturer,  1 — mason,  1— hatter,  1.    Total,  lOG. 

Oirle— doaMstic  service,  tailurussos,  Ilc.,  C3. 

woaa  Doifs  ar  thc  boti. 

Ckse  Cktar  BaUma  Mtuaifiulonf* — Cane  chair  bottcnns,  351  doten  plain  mnpln  seat* — ^294  doam  plain 
solid  frootiH-143  doaen  curled  aud  bird's  eye  fronts— IB  doaon  curled  sewing  chair  fronts— 94  •inaea 
curled  solid  front,  raised  back  and  box  seat — 17  dozen  large  seats  and  backs  eauod  fur  arm  chaiis. 
Tolail,  847  doaoa.    39  settee  seatSi 

Bnuk  Jinn^kcCary.— 1000  dosen  shoe  brushes — 303  dozen  sr rubbing  bruslios— 000  doaan  Iwir 
brashes— 500  dosen  cloth  brashes.— 100  dozen  horse  bru4lics — hi  dosen  hat  brnibee— 60  doaaa  flesh 
hrusbes — 10  donaa  nail  brmhes  10  dosen  table  brnaltes— 9000  lbs.  bristles,  assfwted  and  coasbM— 
I4M  lbs.  bristles  picked— 1400  lbs.  bristles  washed  and  bieachcil— IQOO  dozen  utioc  brusbsn  liaisiMl— 
3)0  dosen  scrubbing  brushes  finished— 600  dosen  hair  brunhc^  finished— ^S00  dosen  cloth  bra«lir« 
finbhed— 100  doaen  horse  brnsbea  finished— 50  donen  hat  brushes  fiaisbed-^  doaan  Aaah  hniakes 
finished— 10  dozen  table  brashes  finished. 

SIss  SIksn.— The  boys  make  and  mead  all  the  <hoes  osed  hv  the  subjects  in  both  liouaes.  New  alMies 
made  Cor  tne  nee  of  this  house  the  past  year,  409  pair.    Mended,  a  large  quaatity. 

Osrpenlw's  Slsp.— Soap  and  candks  boxes,  90,175. 

oiler  WtiHt  4tm  ly  Ms  iby*.— Tilling  the  groand  \  working  in  the  gardens.  All  the  eaoking  for  Uie 
male  house  has  been  done  by  them :  they  white%vasb  and  cleanse  tlioir  own  apartments,  and  mcfid  all 
tlieir  woollen  clothes ;  pick  wool ;  cut  roots  and  sarsaparilla ;  clean  and  sort  gtt;ns  an4  drugs  for 
apotfaee-triaa,  h».  4(e. 

*  woaa  D0.4X  ar  ths  oiaLi. 

Shirts  made,30O— pantaloons, 709— roundabout  jackets,  M7— chemises,  ]0(>— frock*,  151 — aprons,  83 
— waistoofU,  45^petticaats,  44~4iight.cap<«,  110— vaodykea,  104— pilloweaaai,  101  sh— i.  BO— 
-.;!iows,  S— pillow-tick«,  16— boUters,  1— «iueking«  run,  4^  pair— stockings  footed,  16  pair— «pf«a«t« 
•n«.ie  and  qnilled,  18— brown  rollers,  195— diaper  towels,  19-4irown  towehi,  If— pantaloons  mended, 
'.i,17b— «biru  mended,  9,0U— bed-ticks  mended,  114-^lnnketa  mended,  90O— eheeU  made  fur  hos- 
pital, 91— pieces  washed,  46,800. 

SCHOOL  naronT. 

From  the  1st  of  Jwraary  to  Deeemher'31, 1830,  one  huudred  and  forty-Toor  childran  have  fvtnivl 
school.    "'    '"■       "^  "^  " 

8 

they  _  _  ,       ^  _        __  

elaaaec,  via.  sixth  and  seveath ;  96  In  the  more'ai^vanced,  or  eighth  and  ninth.    33  of  the  Ml  arvail 
that  kntw  say  ckiagoTarilhattic.    I»  nf  tl»  33  warn  in  Additkm. 


rromineiscoi  January  w  iseomnDerifi,  jiKw,ooe  huudred  ana  lorty<oar  cblMran  nave  fvtnrel 
Bhoul.    71  of  the  above  number  could  not  read.    SJ  of  the  71  did  nut  know  a  hitter  }  they  w«i«  fhKU 

to  16  yaars  of  age :  average,  1 1  vears  6  months.  51  were  in  the  second,  third  and  fimtth  oinnes ; 
hey  wen  from  10  to  16  year*  of'  age :  avarage,  19  j9kn  6  months.    45  entarail  the  first  Mnding 
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tstUerfr&m  tht  SmtrhtlmtitMt. 

"  Toa  uk,  genttemeo,  the  causes  of  the  commitment  of  our  taimates.  I  would 
first  refer  you  to  the  number  of  intempenite  parents  aacertained— doubting  not,  but, 
if  the  truth  was  known,  there  are  many  more  of  this  class  than  the  parents  of  the 
sixty-three  I  have  mentioned.  The  consequence  b,  the  children  are  neglected, 
and  suflered  to  run  about  the  streets,  to  form  acquaintance  and  connexion  with 
older  and  idly-tcained  boys' and  girls.  They  next  begin  to  pilfer — sleep  out  nights, 
around  the  market  places,  &c. ;  and,  as  their  depravity  naturally  leads  them  trom 
one  step  of  vice  to  another,  they  begin  lo  find  the  power  of  money,  not  only  to 
i;ntify  their  appetites,  but  by  degrees  are  led  to  different  places  of  amusement, 
which  in  their  nature  are  very  seducing.  Indulgence  does  but  create  stronger 
dispositions  to  obtain  the  means  for  attending  drcuses,  theatres,  &c.,  and  we 
rarely  receive  a  child  of  any  years,  who  is  not  quite  familiar  with  either  the  one  or 
the  other  or  both.  We  have  one  of  the  stron^rest  instances  of  the  in&tuatkm  pro- 
duced by  theatrical  amusements,  now  in  the  House,  ttiat  we  recollect  to  have  wit* 
oes^.  He  it  a  youth  of  highly  respectable  parentage,  ahd  his  fether  had  the ' 
means  and  disposition  to  give  him  a  liberal  education.  Much  pains  and  expense 
were  incurred  to  qualiiy  him  for  college,  and  he  actually  entered  one  of  those 
wminaries,  where  he  spent  part  of  two  sessions.  B.ut  while  quite  young,  he  was 
taken  to  the  theatre,  by  a  person  unknown  to  his  parents,  and  continued  to  attend 
there  for  a  length  of  time,  before  it  was  discovered  by  them.  When  it  became 
kaown  to  them,  they  set  their  faces  strongly  against  it ; — ^but  such  was  hij  propco* 

Dariaf  ttepait  7«ar,  the  promotion*  have  betn  m  followt : — 30  liave  boen  promotad  from  the  tit  ta 
addits;  19  tnm  9d  to  3d  ekM  {  9B  from  Sd  to  4th  cImi  \  91  tima  4th  to  5th  ckM*,  36  from  9th  to 
Uhektt ;  47  from  fltik  to  7lh  «!•« ;  31  from  7th  to8th  eius ;  and  91  fhxn  8th  to  9th  cIum. 

Of  tboM  who  eotoiod  the  aritbowtie  chwHt,  there  have  been  ao  eqoal  nsmber  of  promotional 

Ta  the  aioth  elaae  tbove  are  tweotv-oiie  ehlhlren,*  who  read  hintorj  and  ftody  (eograpby. 

Fortj-two  write  on  paper ;  one  handled  and  ten  write  on  elatee. 

With  thifi  e«liibi(  of  the  knpvoveBiont  of  the  ehHdron,  the  teaeher  rvmarka,  that  the  reffuta« 
«od  lilted  emphijnnent  of  the  ehiklren,  eif  ht  hpuri  per  day,  doei  not  appear  in  anjr  wm  to  militate 
ifiioit  ai  funooiafvl  a  praaocuyoo  of  Uietr  itudiei,  duriug  the  time  allotted  them,  aa  is  obeonrad  in  oar 
pohlie  Kboola. 

Thi  Babbath  lehoof  ii  aleo  voder  the  lole  oare  of  Uie  teacher :  and  it  ia  gralifytef  to  lay,  the  attea- 
tim  riven  to  the  reading  and  aearchinf  the  Holy  Scripturae,  afltMnla  reaaon  to  m^,  that  aMUiy  of  our 
chihintt  will  hereafWTai  man^  already  have  done)  date  tbeir  acquaifitvice  with  that  **aalvation" 
wbieh  ii  no  where  taught,  save  to  the  **  lively  oraclei,"  to  Sabbath  lohool  iuitractioo  reoeived  in  the 
IloaMoTBefiifB. 

hippaam  due  in  thie  place  to  advert,  with  thankfulneei,  l!o  the- very  liberal  donalioai  whieh  havO' 
i>e«a  nade  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Young  Hon*i  Bible  Society  of  New  York,  au&iliary  to  thoAjiwr^ 
C4tt  Bible  Society :  nor  sh(»uld  tlw  monihly  viviteof  the  frioodn  of  Habbath  Mliooli,  who  are  caceful  to 
preient  ui  wiUi  their  mooibly  rewards,  wt  the  eocouraxoumnt  of  each  ehildroo  aa  aje  diltgeui  in 
•auchiiig  the  Scriptures,  be  forgotten. 

THiAoia  or  TBI  CMtitDaxir  bscxitxo  ittto  thx  iiaruos  iihcb  it  wia  orxsrao,  jA.n»  1,.I5^,. 

TU  JAK.  1,  \S!M. 
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Tfai  nnaber  of  children  reeoived  into  tiie  ReAige  einee  it  wai  opened,  January  1, 1885,  to  Jaaaa^  1, 
**QI,  tbat  have  boea  ia  phwaa  of  eonfineaMot,  vis. :— In  Jhidiiiall  57  h%ve  been  onee  ;  96  twioe ; 
>4  ihne  timei ;  3  font  tiiaea  ;  3  five  timee  :  and  1  ten  times.,  la  Ptrnten^iarf^YA  ha,ve  been  eix 
•.•onthi',  3twelve montha  \  4eighieen montha ;  1  thirty  mtrntlia ;  9thfrty-aix monthi.  In  9tat»  ISise*  >  4. 

daroftar  e/CAa  J^eranta  a/ CAtldrca  rtctivd  u>to  th«  JKa^/a.,wiiVu«nU  in  Bridewellv  3S :  Peeiiaa- 
vttfT,  16}  Bute  Priaon,  9  *,  intemperate,  464;  bouaea  of  lU  Imm,  9  %  paraaae  alWwiof  ehUdiaa  lOv 
•t«),  10 ;  pareata  leeeiving  the  avaiU  uf  atolen  goods,  8. 

^inea  the  opening  of  the  Honae  of  Refuse,  there  have  been  committed  aad  recetvd  taCo  *'  .eighlt 
1  thiny^bvr  ehildien.    Boyi,  69S--Girla,  906.    ToUl834. 

_      eiiibnkihitothiililiari 
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lity  thith«rwwd,  that,  in  the  fitft  inrtanee,  if  means  oonld  not  be  obtalDed,  he 

would  sell  his  scl^ool  books— then  his  mother's  silver  spoons,  and  books  firom  bis 
father's  library ;  and,  when  these  were  not  obtainable,  would  chance  away  his  best 
clothes  for  interior  ones,  to  obtain  the  difl^rence,  for  the  purpose  of  gratt^ing  hta- 
self  in  these  amuseinenti.  It  had  such  an  influence  upon  him,  as  to  become  a  per- 
fect infatuation.  He  would  not  attend  to  his  literary  punniits,  and  would  atap  at 
nothing  to  obtain  money,  that  he  might  indulgo  his  piassion.  To  prerent  peater 
disgrace,  his  friends  interfered,  and  had  hiin  sent  hens.  We  have  not  dbcovered 
that  this  youth  is  beset  by  any  other  propensity.  And  had  it  not  been  lor  this, 
there  is  no  probability  that  his  parents'  licarts  would  have  been  wounded  in  so  len- 
der a  point,  and  one  of  our  colleges  would  doubdct)^  now  have  had  <me  more  respect- 
able and  promising  young  man  enrolled  upon  iti  catalogue.  And  while  we  look 
over  our  large  family,  we  see  many  under  our  cire,  who,  had  they  been  blcmed 
with  sober  and  industriouj  parents,  would  doubtlc-M  have  made  such  children  as  we 
all  should  have  been  proud  vf,  had  they  bci^ii  eons  of  our  own.  We  oonsader  the 
inculcation  and  practice  of  industrious  habits,  a  powerful  means  of  restoring  to  a 
good  state  of  feeling,  this  young  class — connected  with  tfiose  moral  and  rehgloui 
precepts  taught  in  the  Bible.  Notwith^itanding  I  do  not  see  visibly,  alwa^»  the 
fruiti  of  religious  instruction ;  still,  knowing  from  the  influence  of  a  kind  mClier*8 
precepts  and  example  upon  my  own  &iind,-I  pursue  my  labors  cheerfully,  be- 
lieving the  impressions  will  be  lasting  and  powerful  in  more  mature  age. 

'*  Oi  the  laraer  and  more  hopeless  chuu,  wp  have  sent  them  long  voyages  to  sea, 
where  they  will  arrive  to  manhood  in  (his  bonest  and  industriouj  calling — hoping 
th<it  on  their  return,  those  bubbles  and  toy<,  that  in  their  youth  glisfeenod  in  tiieir 
eyes  Uke  the  diamond,  will  have  lost  their  charms.  Some,  it  is  true,  haredlsigraoed 
themselves,  and  brought  sorrow  to  tlio  henrls  of  thi^  mana^rs  of  this  Institntioo, 
who  devote  much  of  tlieir  time,  by  day  aud  by  nij;ht,  for  the  interest  of  these  unfiv- 
tunate  juvenile  delinquents,  without  fee  or  reward,  other  than  the  satisfaction  they 
must  experience,  at  having  done  all  in  their  power  to  reclaim  and  to  mre  tbea, 
by  placing  them  in  a  way  to  obtain  a  resectable  and  bonest  livelihood.  Yet,oa 
the  other  hand,  they  are  cheered  to  see,  noW  and  then,  a  hearty  and  hardy  tar  return 
&om  his  voyage,  and  pass  even  his  ov^n  relutives  to  come  up  with  his  certi6- 
cate  of  good  conduct  from  his  captain  or  merchant,  fimt  to  frreet  his  kind  benelat- 
tors  at  the  Refuge.  I  now  recollect  two  boy.s,  wbo  once  aflbrded  bat  littte  liop^. 
'Who  are  now  mates  of  ships  out  of  this  port,  one  of  w}fo;n  is  intrusted  with  large 
amounts  cf  valuable  property,  and  is  con  iv!;* red  to  b3  a  young  c^an  of  stricte»t 
integrity. 

"  As  to  the  children  occasionally  returned  ui>on  our  hands,  while  we  are  com- 
pelled to  say  some  are  unworthy  of  the  station'^  they  were  placed  in-— yet  with  all 
the  vl^lance  and  industry  of  our  indenturius;  committee,  who  spare  no  paiM  to 
obtain  information  not  only  of  the  respectability,  but  fitnesiof  the  families  ot  pcTMi:;.^ 
applying  to  them  for  apprentices  from  the  Reru^cf"*  yet  sometimes  children  are  uo- 
happily  located^or  more  is  expected  from  thoin  than  it  is  reasonable  to  require  from 
children  of  their  age.  A  striking  instance'  at  this  moment  occurs  to  my  mind.  A 
gentleman  of  respectability  obtained  a  iitUe  girl. — His  Camily  became  so  dissatisfied 
with  her,  that  the  gentleman  put  her  out  to  board  for  a  short  time  nntil  he  could 
make  application  to  the  indenturing  comir.ittoc,  and  haveHn  opportunity  of  retoro- 
ing  her  to  the  Refuge,  which  he  did  with  an  appearance  of  strong  dislike,  &c.  All 
Were  fuUy  wtisfied  that  his  complaints  were  without  just  frrounds,  and  afier  retaia- 
mg  her  a  few  months^  another  favorable  oppurtuoity  oflcred  to  send  her  to  the 
W^st.  After  she  had  been  out  sever'il  mon*hH  tlie  s«}cond  time,  the  gentleman'* 
brqtlier  came  a  few  days  since,  nearly  (hivt^  u.ilai'.  to  tell  us  how  highly  his  brother 
and  family  were  pleased  with  the  little  girl,  and  that  she  was  the  admiration  of  iho 
neighborhood. 

**  From  one  neighborhood  in  Massachu<tntts,  we  have  lately  had  an  ac«oant  fioci 
fire  boys  who  are  all  doing  well,  and  were  very  much  beloved.  From  one  frface 
in  Connecticut,  six  of  our  boys  are  all  doin?  well ;  and,  gentlemen,  I  ooukl  fill  a  fittle 
volume  with  interesting  facts,  like  the  forofreint;,  as  we  always  keep  an  account  of 
Murentage,  former  life,  conduct  in  the  House,  reports  from  their  masters  after  ImIac 
indentured,  and  even  after  they  are  fr^e,  married,  and  settled  in  buaness,  with 
great  care  and  precision,  and  have  now  moro  than  eight  hundred  of  these  histories  of 
cases  that  have  fallen  to  our  care." 

This  letter  firom  the  Sv  ^rintendent  is  closed  with  a  brief  Dolice  oT 
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the  life  and  death  of  the  only  youth  who  died  in  the  Refiige  doriog  tile 

?ear. 

*'  Hia  name  was  John  Gillcn — between  11  and  12  yean  of  age.  He  bad  nata- 
rally  a  good  disposition— bpt  his  former  habits  were  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  Siild  living  in  pne  of  the  most  abandoned  parts  of  the  city — ^without  (ather 
or  mother,  or  any  other  care-taker  than  an  aunt,  who  wished  him  away  from 
her,  unless  be  could  bring;  her  some  money.  He  was  sent  here  by  the  commis* 
fioners,  on  the  8&  of  Aueo^t,  1830.  About  five  months  previous  to  his  death,  he  was 
taken  with  the  scarlet  tever,  whicli  terminated  in  the  consumption.  Durinc  his 
illness  he  was  frequently  admonished  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  and  of  tho 
nocesAty  of  a  preparation  to  meet  the  chanjgc;  and  occasionally  prayers  were  ottered 
up  with  hira,  ana  be  was  pretued  to  look  to  his  Redeemer  for  mercy,  which,  for 
Aome  time,  h^  was  daily  in  the  practice  of.  He  appeared  to  die  in  a  very  happy 
frame  of  oaind.  A  few  minutes  before  his  death,  he  was  asked  if  he  thought  he 
should  go  to  hea\«en.  He  answered,  *  I  wish  I  was  there  now,*  and  requested  the 
children  standing  round  his  bed  to  sin^  the  following  lines : 

•  O  how  happy  arc  thry. 
Who  their  Savior  obey, 
And  have  laid  ap  their  treasure  above ! 
^  Tongue  can  never  express 

The  sweet  comforts  and  peace 
Of  a  soul  in  its  earliest  love/  &c. 

*'  He  mad«  ao  efiort  to  join  in  singing ;  bat  his  strength  would  not  allow.  Alter 
they  sang  three  verses,  he  strove  to  say  something ;  but  was  too  far  gone,  and  in- 
meoately  breathed  his  last,  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan." 

EstabUskment  for  the  Criminal  and  Pamper  Population  of  tie  City 
of  Nod  Ymrk^  on  BlackweUs  Island. — This  establishment  is  near  the 
south  end  of  the  island  on  the  East  River,  about  three  milea  from  the 
City  Hall,  and  is  in  full  view  of  the  steam  boats  passing  into  the  sound. 
Tt9 191^4  CQ0UliD9  about  one  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  an  in«< 
eibaastible  quarry  of  firee-Qtone,  thus  securing  a  profitable  employment 
either  in  agriculture  or  quarrying  stone,  to  its  future  inhabitants,  the 
tenants  of  the  old  crowded  Aims-house,  and  most  destructive  Peniten* 
tiary.    The  buildings  on  the  island,  as  far  as  they  are  erected,  are  on 
the  principle  of  furnishing  to  each  tenant  a  solitary  dormitory.     A  cen- 
tre building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper,  and  the  north  wing, 
containing  between  two  and  three  hundred  dormitories,  corresponding 
with  the  south  wing,  which  was  erected  when  our  last  Report  was  writ* 
t£D,  have  been  building  during  the  last  year.    These  wings,  containing 
the  dormitories,  are  so  arranged  as  to  afford  the  keeper  fiom  the  centre 
huilding  a  perfect  supervision  of  both.    If  the  remaining  buildings  ibr  the 
accomtnodation  of  2,000  paupers  and  criminals,  should  be  as  well  con- 
structed for  the  purpose  of  securing  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and 
constant  aad  convenient  supervision,  New  York  would  be  furnished 
with  one  of  the  most  convenient,  economical,  and  salutary  establish- 
ments for  its  poor  and  vicious  inhabitants,  so  far  as  location  with  refer- 
ence to  health,  beauty,  convenience  and  profitable  employment,  and  the 
eonstruetion  of  the  buildings  with  reference  to  separation,  supervision, 
and  wholesome  and  salutary  discipline  and  instruction,  are  concerned, 
to  be  found  in  the  United  States.    We  have  not  been  without  some 
apprehension,  that  the  important  principles  on  which  the  buildings 
ve  constructed  thus  far,  would  be  departed  from,  before  all  the  build- 
ings are  finished.    But  rather  dian  have  it  so,  we  would  almost  be  will- 
mg  that  this  Society  should  remove  the  whole  weight  of  its  influence, 
iHt  wotitd  be  sufficient  to  prevent  it,  to  the  city  of  New  York;  such  is 
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our  conTiction  of  the  importance  and  otilky  of  flofilary  dormitories  for 
the  erimtnal  and  pauper  part  of  our  praulation ;  and  of  having  ao  Aim?- 
house  and  Penitelitiary  in  the  city  or  New  York — ibe  gieai  centre  of 
influence  in  our  land — ^properly  constructed. 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — By  a  late  report  (o  the 
legislature,  it  appears  that  there  were  in  1835,  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
819  lunatics;  1421  idiots;  total,  2240;  or  one  to  erery  leirtD  hundred 
and  twenty-one  souls.    Of  the  lunatics,  only  4WS  were  «We  to  pay 
for  their  own  si^port     "  The  other  five  hundred  and  fifty-six/'  say  tht» 
committee  of  the  legislature, "  were  insane  pauper^,  citliei  confined 
in  private  families,  pocnr-houses,  or  jails ;  or  roaming  at  large,  a  terror 
to  others,  and  supported  as  paupers  or  by  charity."     For  tfii»  mass  o» 
insanity  and  wretchedness,  the  state  of  New  York  has  one  itxxjrpora^. 
Asylum  at  Bloomingdale,  for  the  accommodation  of  two  hundi  '^t  V^^ 
cipally  used  for  those  who  can  support  themselves,  and  aprivateA**yl°'" 
at  Hudson  for  fiily  more  of  tlie  same  class ;  leaving  about  the  2^^^ 
number  without  any  puhUe  provision  for  their  support,  as  they  are  0.' 
the  destitute  and  friendless  class.    This  state  of  things  is  one,  in  tht 
oJMiiion  of  the  committee,  which  calls  loudly  for  legislative  and  imme- 
diate provision.    The  committee  accordingly  appeal  to  the  exaoipie 
of  Massachusetts,  which,  say  they,  "  with  a  population  two  thirds  le:«!< 
than  that  of  New  York,  and  with  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics  less  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  an  incorporated  Asylum  nearly  as  large  as 
that  at  Bloomingdale,  is  exhibiting  the  laudable  example  of  providing 
in  an  effectual  manner,  for  the  sale  keeping  and  cure  of  her  pauper 
lunatics,  in  an  establishment  recently  commenced  for  this  purpose,  00 
nn  extensive  plan,  at  Worcester."  The  committee  pass  in  rapid  renew 
the  principal  lunatic  asylums  in  America  and  in  Europe,  namidg  amoos: 
other  vastly  important  and  interesting  facts,  that  the  dmnecticut  Rdrtat 
ftt  Hartford,  is  the  most  successful  in  the  United  States,  in  the  prop^- 
Hon  of  its  cures,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  world.    Tht* 
committee  refer  the  public  to  Statistical  Notices  of  the  Lunatic  AsTlam-s 
by  T.  R.  Beck,  M.  D.,  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  Albany  In- 
stitute, vol.  I.  No.  3.     We  have  obtained,  and  now  present,  in  a  con- 
densed form,  this  valuable  and  important  information  in  the  notes  br- 
low  i^  for  it  is  a  cause  which  this  Society  has  kept  in  view  with  the 
most  intense  interest,  in  consequence  of  the  number  and  condition  ot 

^  JVMft  Statistical  Notices  o/LunaiUe  Asyltums,  by  T.  Remeym  Beck. 

a«  Akw  Tm*  l]bMttal.~AdnitM  Awn  iMwrr'*'^: 


of 
IV  *«    I,,     ,„  _  ^,^  ^^  ,^ ^  •  tniAi  fiM  At^hi.  vnarm.  i*/.  out  iu  mmma  d/w  cw>m  »"  "t 

uM  louttU  of  the  wbola  niunber.  . 

BloenUnrdmU  JlnUm.-The  Bsmhera  to  the  end  of  the  jMr  IfflB,  wtU  itand  H*"/-^  «'; 
from  thii  a7ih  July,  fai,  to  the  31it  Dm.  1»B.  KHa—DiMhanwl,  raeovoted,  436 1  awwh  «»p»w.^^ 
improved,  116;  retteved,7;  hy  mmeit,  IW;  inu>roper  objsctt,*^;   elo|i«d,»;  ueUFojgi^ 
«lird,38j  iwneiBlog,Dec.31,18«,B9j  toUl,  1043.-.Phmloteinpef»iice  in  18«, 33  €•«•}» '^^  ^ 

/.^MMtie  Dtpartmna  ef  the  Pemumlvama  BtnttaL^Tha  followlni  table  to  ***  **I!^5ii*Sb. 
Mntfttl  esamination  of  tfie  leeorde  of  the  buepiul  since  its  ooaneneeoNVt  to  the  9Sth  tf  Apru, » 
hi  Mr.  VY . «;.  Meiin,  jclerk  of  tlie  fiMtitution  i—  <ya* 

IVbolo  namber  of  Mses  ftdmitted  doffinf  the  ebove  period,  -  -  *  .kTit 
Of  jJmsm,  ibere  Of*  designated  an  insanity  strictly,  -  .  -  WW 
«\ud  dMiriam  tremoDS,  or  Insani:/  eaosed  by  intemperance. 
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tb«  loiuitics  we  have  aeen  in  Prison.  Some  of  the  .descriptions  of  the 
scenes  which  we  hare  witnessed,  contained  in  the  former  Reports  of  this 
Society,  have  contributed  something,  we  doubt  not,  lo  the  public  interest 
in  favor  of  the  Asylum  at  Worcester,  and  through  that,  and  in  other 
ibrms^  to  the  movement  in  the  state  of  New  York.  '  The  committee, 
Measrs.  Paige,  Savage  and  Gansevoort,  who  have  introduced  this  sub> 


Com  if  /MMily  Ami  FOnury  11, 17»,  to  JtptU  96, 1896. 
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FVMMi*'  Jt»^m  for  ths  Aimim.  mot  PkiladelMa.—AdmiitMd  (Von  Um  openiac  oT  tha  Anhua  ia 
May,  1817,  to  tfw  month  of  Marab,  182^  158.->Ditebar|Mlj  raeovorad,  53 ;  mooli  iA|novod,  93  {  Im- 
pro¥«dj  17  i  witJMWt  apparoot  chaaga,  0 }  dwd,  31 ;  ramaioiof  ia  tbe  hooM,  35  ;  total,  US. 

wfjyIoM.— Wholo  Diunber  adnittad  fVom  April  1,  1884,  to  Ajml  1, 1888,  196;  horn 

S8.— BoMDt  easM  dMcbarged,  06;  remaining,  1 ;  total  97.  Chronie  eaaca  diaakatrMd,  83 , 

i   total  08.    Whole  nombor.  196u~Becov«f^  loeeat  eaaaa,  86 »  ehnmie  «aMa»14  i 

uiul,  lOdI — As  to  doratioo  of  diteaae,  of  97  recent  caaei,  86  recovered ;  of  89  ehrooie  caeca,  14  ro- 


Brie/  Comparucn  of  the  above  RettdU,  with  those  deduced  Jrom  the  Experience  ef  ^ 

prbieipal  IjumaHe  A»yhtm$  t»  Europe. 


Pi  opw  (ken  if  Curtum 

JUeiittod. 
JVkv  rerk  LmtUt  S^fhtm^  (floa  nOS  to  1881,)  1,584 

Blo0mi»g^mU  jltylaai,  (7|  yean.)  1,043 

PnaufGciUd  /fe^fte/,  (f7oBi  17SB  to  189B,)  3,487 

#VMiJE*^«9te«»iieori>Mtedi4yU«,(8yeort,)  158 

Conuteticut  Aoflnm,  (5  years,}  196 

Mean, 


Cund. 

•      700 

436 

1,964 

63 

100 


MOb 


4fU8 
413) 
36.96 

51J11 
4U0 


Aceordiof  to  Dr.  Casper,  who  bae  tnnlaed  the  lattina  ftem  the  ptiaeipal  hoepltals  ud 
IB  FnghiMil  and  Fkmooa,  the  aieaa  of  cone  is  aa  fiiUowi : 

In  Prance,  out  of  100  insane,  44.81  are  eared. 

I»  Bng load,  oat  oflOO  Ineane,  37.40 

These  any  howevor  be  eooe  iUlaey  in  these  general  dsdnctioos,  aod  I  therelbte  add  diatioet  ret 
fraai  various  iBstltatlons. 


The  Cm*  LmnUk  At^bf^m,  (1798  to  18180 
Satptiritre  and  Biu^t,  Paris,  (1801  to  1891,) 
JNsvM  «sor  JVbple*,  ( 1614  to  18S3,) 


1,431 
19|508 


751 
4,968 


BiMitariBlan,(1803toi8l6,) 
<^,mm^wm,jm.  Paris,  (1896-7-8,} 
AMMm,  London,  (1817  lo  1890.) 
Sk  I«hs^s,  Londoo,  (1800  lo  1819,) 


PfwMrlisa  of  QH*ed  in  Jtscaai  I 


Old 


ou 

litis 
681 


OM  «»»«■, 
I^Mo  WMf  be  eooapaiad  with  the  leeolt  at  the 

Jkfrioc  acor  York.  (1796  to  1819,)  Roeent  cases, 

OM 

Jr.  Dm rows*s  Ttivai%  Awfaai,   Koeent 

OM 

Beeent 
Old 


97 
99 


161 

948 
M 


341 
76 
86 
14 

65 
47 


19 


Glaif a«  XwMtM  JifiMa» 


63.49 
I73OM 
99.70 
68.00 
33.00 
54.00 
45.00 


8648 
184)0 
88.66 
14.14 

70.65 
99.19 

9IJB 
36J0 
SO.00 
13.00 


vH^^^SHwV* 


!«  ^sylaa. 


JlnsrisjiTsr 


1,584 
1,043 

196 


163 
60 


91 


1  in  ]0| 
1  ia  17 
1  ia    6 
1  ia    7 
1  ia»4 


AoMidlBf  U  Banows,  the  oMrtality  at  tte  Waliteld  LMtia  AayhM, (B^llMd,)  !•  1  ia  4; 
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4lti  raiBON  DraomiNC  socivrr.  OT 

ject  to  the  consideration  of  the  legicHature,  sustained  it  by  an  ehiborate 
report,-  and  recommended  the  erection  of  a  spacions  hospital  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  to  accommodate  at  least  three  hniidred  and  fifty 
poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics,  have  our  sincere  and  hearty  thanks.  We 
hope  to  be  aUe  to  render  them  some  assistance  in  the  accomplishment 
of  their  most  humane  and  noble  design,  by  the  facts  which  are  pre- 
sented in  detail,  and  extensively  circulated  in  this  Report  We  con- 
sole oursehres  with  the  belief,  that  the  noble  design  already  conceived, 
will  be  speedily  executed.  We  deeply  feel  its  necessity,  from  what  we 
have  seen  of  the  sufferings  of  lunatics  in  Prison.  The  extreme  destitu- 
tion', the  cold,  dark,  damp,  and  filthy  cells  and  vaults  in  which  they  are 
found;  the  association  of  crime  with  this  most  afflictive  malady  of  the 
mind;  the  proportion  who  become  incurable  in  consequence  of  this 
perfect  lunacy  of  condition  as  well  as  of  disease.; — this  is  an  outline,  ad- 
mitting of  a  filling  up,  which  the  state  of  New  York  will  not  need  but 
in  part,  before  its  enterprise  and  noble  spirit  accomplish  the  object 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — On  this  subject  we  know  of  nothing  worse, 
in  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  than  in  New  Jersey.  The 
number  c<Hnmitted  to  Prison  for  debt,  according  to  the  population ;  their 
filthy  and  neglected^condition  while  incarcerated ;  the  small  sums  for 
which  it  is  done ;  the  expense  to  some  of  the  counties  of  this  most 
fruitless  mode  of  collecting  debts ;  the  leaving  of  debtors  in  Prison  with- 
out any  provision  by  law  for  their  support ; — these  things  cannot  so  re- 
main. The  laws  of  New  Jersey,  says  a  humane  sheriff  of  one  of  the 
counties,  provide  food,  bedding  and  fuel  for  criminals ;  but  (or  debtors, 
nothing  is  provided  but  walls,  bars,  and  bolts.  A  member  of  tlie  legis- 
lature in  New  Jersey  described  tlie  condition  of  a  Jail  in  that  state, 
where  he  had  attempted  to  go  among  the  criminals  and  debtors,  in  one 

Larcttfltcr  liunatie  Asylum.  1  in  4  ;  Pencvm,  (MiTanO  1  ia  S3}  Cork  Lnmtie  Avrlimi,  (Inhad,) 
1  in  3  •,  GlAJiyow  Aaylam,  (SeotlMid,)  1  in  10  }  Friend**  AstIiiih  at  Tork,  (Earland,)  4  ia  a. 
AcoufUittf  to  EKiiurol,  tbo  moctalitj  in  Pari*  ii  1  in  13  *,  Avuraa,  (NaplM,)  1  in  4. 

Prvftrtmm^  Amcm  t9  tk$  wktU  PtptUatiitn  ^  tA«  St«t«.— Aecoidinf  to  the  cMin*  of  ISBS,  tb» 
f  tat*  of  Now  York  eoouinod  a  popolation  of  l,6l6,4W.  The  aamkar  of  loaatioi  «•■  019  ;  tto  m^ 
Ur  of  idloia,  14^21 ;  total  2M0,  or  1  in  7!U . 

U  Seoiland,  tho  ptoportMB  ia  lte400:  in  Faria,lia3S0;  in Laodon,  1  ia COO i  in  fitftaaa  aa« 
Wale*,  1  ia  SOOO— Ba»T«m. 


P.  8.— ftmuihMNM  AipJU,  for  the  yvar  from  April  9S,  1898,  to  AnrlTSS,  19S9.  Of  ttio  htmiami 
pationti  In  tke  iMiphal,  tboro  «^re  eami,  94  *,  rellered,  9B ;  ditebarfed  by  roqoott,  30 ;  diMkafjad,  I ; 
diod,  7  \  rMoaininf ,  106  \  total,  900. 


JVe/><m  A 
DeoemberU 


SI  ftnmlM.  Total  in  tfao  Asylum,  101 ;  54  males,  47  ftwiAlw.— Removed,  March  31, 18S7— ok 
dead,  0i  amnios, 4feiM|est  by  n^oMt,  11;  5  mal«i,61bmal«i:   improvod,:!;   1  aMfa^Si      ^ 
moch  iiniHoved,  9  fenaks :   rooot-orad,  96:   16  mal^s,  10  ftmaloa:   ioUl  romovad,  49:  9ft  malia, 
84  females.— Romaininff,  April  1, 1837,  fiS;  99  ntaleii,  93  fomalea. 

UoardMs  rfmaininf ,  April  1,  1807,  51 ;  S8  malos,  93  liimales.  Keomv«d,  Mareb  31,  189B.  71 ; 
49  male*,  99  IWmaloa.  Total  io  tho  Asylom,  199 *,  70  raahsu  58  females.— Uni^  I  mato7<Ba«.9 
femaka:  not  improrod,?}  9males,Sftaia)as:  iapioved,  3 ;  1  male,  9  fhrnalm ;  mack  imarasod. 9| 
4males,6fiiaialsts  «Ma*«rB«l,S7f  ISanlas,  Olhnalea:  total  raaovod, SO}  96 sales, 9«K^au-~ 
B«maimag,  Am  of  April,  1896, 79  j  44  males,  98  jbmales. 

Boatil'*rirRnahiinf , laaaary  1, 1686. 57 ;  33  males,  94  Ihmales.  K<«oive4  to  Paenaber  dl,  77 ; 
4^  mal^. »  ftniales.  Whole  nnmbw  dariof  the  year,  134 j  61  males, 53 females.-.Boaf4en  leimid, 
IJeeemljer  31,  1898}  oaSt,  3:  1  male,  9femalee:  diieil,5s  9  malee, 3 females :  aot  impfosad,  S; 
9  malM,3  {wnales :  ivpfored,  19 }  5  males,  7  fcmaiss  :  maeh  Improved,  10 ;  9  ssaleo,  7  ftMalsi: 
rceovarpd,  93  }  18  males,  5 females ;  whole  oamber  jrsmoved,  Deoeaaber  31, 65 :  36  mi^m*^  ' 
B«niainlbt.AHrtiar7l,nC9,6i;48na]et,99lbaal«i.  ^^ 


ff7  sam  BKFOBff--*1681. 

common  mass  of  eorraptioo,  bat  the  air  was  in  aoeli  a  atata  that  he 
could  not  do  it     Like  a  member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
attempted  to  enter  an  apartment  of  the  old  Jail  in  Washington  city,  a 
lew  years  ago,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat    We  wish  the  retreat  to  the 
halls  of  legislation,  in  the  former  case,  as  in  the  latter,  may  be  attended 
with  the  same  result — ^the  passing  of  a  law  for  the  renovation  of  the 
whole  system.     We  are  not,  however,  apprized /of  any  modification  of 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  during  the     , 
last  year.    But  Qam  all  we  have  heard  in  conversation,  learned  by  let-  "* .'.  /? 
ter,  or  observed  personally,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New'/  '' 
Jersey,  we  think  the  necessity  for  it  is  imperious; 

l^ate  Prison  at  Lamberton, — ^Nothing  is  done  effectually  for.  tl^l 
renovation  of  this  establishment  The  state  is  beginning,  therefore,' to 
i^fer  the  alarming  consequence,  i.  e.  an  unparalleled  increase  of  con- 
victs. While  New  York,  on  the  one  side,  and  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
other,  are  adopting  systems  of  Penitentiary  discipline,  calculated  to  de- 
ter trom  crime  and  produce  reformation  ;  New  Jersey  remains  between 
thein,  with  a  perfect  school  and  lure  for  vice.  Governor  Vroom  says, 
in  his  last  message  to  the  legislative,  **  The  number  of  prisoners,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  report,  was  ninety.  In  1828  the  number  was  eighty*«even. 
It  is  now  one  htmdred  and  nine ;  showing  an  increase  beyond  all  former 
exaoaple.  May  not  this  extraordinary  increase  be  occasioned,  in  a  great 
nicasure,  by  the  situation  of  our  Prison  ?  Are  we  not  holding  out  in- 
ducements to  the  commission  of  crime  within  our  state?  And  will  not 
the  evil  continue  to  increase  ?  And  if  so,  is  it  not  time  to  commence 
M  efficient  reformation  ?" 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt, — The  Philadelphia  Gazette  contained  almost 
a  whole  broad-side  of  its  paper,  during  the  last  winter,  and  during  the 
session  of  the  legislature,  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  within  a  few  months  previoos; 
tad  in'  no  one  of  the  cases,  did  the  sum  for  which  the  debtor  was  com- 
mitted to  Prison,  exceed  one  dollar.  The  whole  number  of  eases  men- 
tioned was  forty.  The  names  of  the  parties  were  given  in  full ;  and  the 
names  of  the  justices  who  committed  them ;  \he  amount  of  debt ;  the 
UDOQnt  (tf  costs ;  and  the  length  of  time  they  remained  in  Prison.  The 
whole  amount  of  debts  in  the  forty  cases,  was  $33  40j^-«r  an  average 
of  58j  cents  each.  Green  lay  in  Jail  from  May  6  to  June  5,  thirty  days, 
for  a  debt  of  72  cents;  Stulhnan  lay  in  Jail  from  May  31  to  June  30, 
thirty  davs,  for  40  cents ;  Reysart  lay  in  Jail  from  July  23  to  August  6, 
sixteen  days,  for  25  cents ;  Cox  lay  in  Jail  from  August  2  to  Septem- 
^2,  thirty-one  days,  for  75  cents;  Butler  lay  in  Jul  from  August  7 
to  September  7,  thirty-one  days,  for  68  cents ;  Mable  lay  in  Jail  from 
August  7  to  August  9,  two  days,  for  2  cents;  Black  lay  in  Jail 
^  July  22  to  August  23,  thirty-two  days,  for  2  cents.  The  seven 
persons  above  mentioned,  lay  in  Jail  <me  hundred  and  seventy-two 
<i^J8,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  summer  of  1830,  for  seven 
debts,  amounting  together  to  $2  84.  Of  the  whole  seven,  one  onlf 
P^  the  debt,  and  that  was  a  debt  of  25  cents.    It  was  ascertained 
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tbat  six  could  not  pay ;  and  of  these,  five  lay  in  Jail  at  least  thirty  dtyi 
each.* 

The  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  the  beantifiil  citj 
of  Philadelphia,  where  William  Penn  lived  so  many  years  ago,  and  the 
world  has  been  improving  ever  since,  in  its  own  eyes  at  least,  in  fifteen 
months,  ending  November  30, 1830,  fi>r  less  than  five  ddlars  each,  wu 
five  hundred  and  eighty-four.t   This  was  more  than  one  third  of  all  the 


*  Abstract  of  Caset  of  Inmriionment  on  Executum  for  Debt  under  100  eefda.from  tkr 
Prison  Kecords  o/tiu  Dtktm^  Apartment  of  the  City  and  ComUf  of  FkUidelplus, 
between  May  1  and  ^epteatberf^,  1890. 


v» 


% 


iMBiag  EueutioD. 
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1  DMk«  V9.  HKseil, 
9  Aiih  w.  GiUigmn, 

3  Hunter  m.  OreoiK 

4  Thompioo  m.  Wiltoa, 

6  Wmom  m.  Madden, 

5  Cope  w.  Fraeman, 

7  Httoter  «t.  Weten, 

8  Miojier  v*.  Simpeoa, 

10  Cooper  vt.  Hopper, 

11  Fernoo  M.  Davis, 

19  Hor«te#.JoiieeatiMBIoora, 

13  Lonabacic  w.  Poy, 

14  Fiowert  w.  Koberu, 

15  Worrell  m.  Fry, 

19  Etraos,  Eiqaire,  w.  Maf  ge, 

17  Harland  v*.  Morris, 

18  McBride  v*.  Morrie, 

19  Wo0lper  m.  Hartley, 
5K>  TayJor  w.  Foeter, 
9ipWhite  w.  Buefaanan, 
92  Toibert  v».  Lane, 

5E3  McBrido  vs.  Black, 

94  Fox  w.  Uusliei, 

95  Uurole  ee.  Keytart, 
96,Frowerttw.  Kohl, 

9}  BanoaM.Coi, 

Jig  '  t(       (I     tt 

99  Warner  ve.  Jonef , 

30  Saaaage  «e.  SeheBer, 

31  Brnnerv*.  Jooei, 

39  MoGready  aiu  Butler, 

33  Keller  en.MaMe, 

34  Chwgeiw.  McCaney, 

35  Bold  w.  Limb| 

36  Browne  w.  Julias, 

37  Lenox  w.  Tbomet, 

38  UaekettM.  HiteUas, 
J»£rwtaM.  While, 

40  Bodett  M.  Carr, 
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Justioe  Loagbead, 
Alderman  Badger, 
JiuUoo  Boileau, 
Alderman  Bad^r, 
Justioe  Hooteo, 
"      Boileau, 
"      Black, 
Efieu, 
Walker, 
Alderman  Bions, 
Justice  Boileau, 
"      Longhead, 
*<     Boileau, 
Alderman  Cbcisltao, 
Justioe  O'Neal, 
**      Harrey, 
'*      Johns<m, 
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Alderman  Binns, 
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Whole  anmnt  of  debts,  aSB^i  ooals,S70  90;  toUl,S93  60|. 
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preceding  November  30, 1830. 
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1619  Mfow  beiags  msprieoned  in  lam  than  fifteen  mootlM  *,  and  nearly  five  elAthe  of  the  whole 
ber,i4s.  045,  for  debto  under  $10 ;  584  under  95}  and  about  75  of  thaee  for  ekins 
9  eoads  and  under  a  single  dollar  oalv,  in  that  short  pened;  m4  ohaeni  that  ouhr 
WUbsse  paid  the  debu,  the  ttetigu  ofimprisoDmapt. 
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cases  of  imprisonment,  during  the  period  above  mentioned.  During 
the  session  of  the  legislature,  a  grave  discussion  iu  the  public  papcm 
was  held,  to  prove  that  imprisonment  for  debt,  for  any  sum,  is. necessary 
'  «nd  proper ',  and  a  writer  in  favor  of  it  stated,  that  in  one  case  oi  im- 
prisonment for  a  debt  for  two  or  three  cents,  he  had  examined  the  case 
particularly,  and  ascertained  that  the  circumstances  were  such,  as  to 
justify  the  arrest  and  incarceration  of  the  body !  All  this  was  in  the 
form  of  sober  argument. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia  January  20,  1834,  and  a 
spirited  meraociai*  was  prepared  for  the  legislature,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  imprisonment  in  ^ases  where  tlie  debt  does  not  exceed 
^  33.  The  subject  was  discussed  with  some  degree  of  animatioD 
(luring  the  session,  and  referred  to  the  early  consideration  of  the  next 
legislature.  * 

New  Penitentiary  in  Pkiladelphia. — The  system  of  discipline  adopt- 
ed in  this  institution  (as  described  by  the  inspectors  in  their  second 

t 
I 

*  Extracts  from  the  Memorial. 

"  Tbal  tmprisoament  for  debt,  except  in  cases  of  manifest /i*mic{,  cognizable  and  mmis^ 
able  crtmiiuwy,  is  contrary  to  the  spint  of  our  free  Vepublican  institutions.  It  is  a  <nscred- 
itsbie  remnaat  of  barbavism,  descended  to  us  from  the  dark  ages  of  anti^ity,  which  ougbl 
long  since  to  have  vanished  on  the  advance  of  civilisation  an<rthe  light  ol  knov(ie<lge. 

**  At  successive  times,  varioos  legislative  enactments  have  been  made,  afibrdiag  prolec' 
lion  and  relief  to  the  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adapting  this 
kunane  policy  to  the  exi^nctes  of  au  increasing  population. 

"  In  accordance  with  it,  all  the  femali  portion  of  society  in  the  comnonwealth  are  pro- 
tected from  arrest  for  debt  j  and  it  is  universally  conceciled  that  it  has  not  been  attciu;led 
niUi  uy  disadvastaceoui  resttlt^  altliough  opposed  as  niisous  to  t|^  crctSt.  . 

"  By  existuig  laws,  the  person  o*  tlie  ueutor  is  exempted  from  imprisonment,  on  givutg' 
tfcurU^  for  his  appeiuance  as  an  insolvent  debtor.  The  right,  however,  to  •rrsfi  ind  »^ 
pritm the  debtors  )ierson  still  pxists.and  operates  chiefly  upon  Uie  Pfwr,  m  cases  wls»» 
tile  debt  is  under  the  sum  otjbe  doUart  and  tkirty^three  cenlt,  from  which  amount  there  is 
BO  ^ppeal,  or  stay  of  execution,  allowed  b^  law. 

"  liie  following  authentic  Table  is  combed  from  the  records  of  the  debtors^  Prisoo  >^ 

"  l^tttement  of  the  Number  of  Pertont  impritontd  in.  the  Debtor' t  Apttrimeniofthe  Cittiani^ 
CeittUij  q/r  Fkiladelphiaf  i»iUi  Uu  Amomit  of  Debt  amd  MUamtr  of  Disehorge,  from 
Nonmber  1,1 8S7,  to  November  1 ,  1890,  indusive. 
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'This  statement  cxhiUu  90D1  commitmenU  on  mesne  and  final  process,  but  chiefly  on 
the  hater.  It  will  be  perceived  that  a  very  limited  proportion  of  these  persons  appear  t« 
have  been  e<mfined  under  process  of  our  coons  of  civil  jurisprudence.  No  fewer  than  180& 
caws  of  imprisonment  for  debt  under  $10,  are  distinguished  among  the  noor  and  unfortu 
Mie  objects  of  inquiry,  and  of  these  only  344  appear  to  have  lieen  enabled  to  effect  their 
liberation  on  payment  of  debt  and  costs,  after  sofierine  the  pain,  privations  and  baneftii 
«^s  of  impnsonroent.  It  therefore  appears  that  the  object  of  the  imprisonment  of  debtors, 
U)  insure  payment  of  the  debt,  has  failed  in  2682  cases  out  of  3001 5  and  that  of  these  thei<e 
arc  U»:i,  out  of  1835,  under  the  sum  often  dollars ;  and  901,  out  of  1082,  under  fivedoBara." 
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veport  to  the  legislaiure)  consisu  of  '*  sdlUaty  eonfaummt  at  UAhTj  mtk 
imstruetion  in  labor ^  in  morals,  and  in  reUgion"  This  system  the  in- 
spectors say,  and  in  this  they  are  supported  by  the  physician  and  warden, 
does  not  produce  ^*  insanity  nor  bodily  infirmity"  Were  the  system 
adopted  in  this  institution  "  absolute  solitude,  witkout  labor  or  moral 
and  reSgious  instruction"  they  also  say,  "  they  toouldfeel  little  hesita- 
tion in  recommending  its  repeat  as  cruel^  because  calculated  to  undermine 
the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  disqualify  him 
from  earning  kis  bread  at  the  esmration  of  his  sentence  ;  as  impoUtie, 
because,  when  persisted  in  beyonaa  very  limited  time,  it  tends  to  harden 
rather  than  rtform  the  offender,  while  it  produces  great  expense  to  the 
pubUc^  the  prisoner  contributing  by  labor  in  no  way  to  his  support" 
The  system,  however,  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  modified 
by  labor,  and  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  board  highly  approve, 
and  thus  describe : — 

"  When  a  conyict  first  aniTes,  be  is  placed  in  a  cell  and  left  alone,  without  work, 
and  without  any  book.  Hia  mind  can  only  operite  on  itself ;  ^nerallv,  but  few 
houn  elapae  before  he  petitions  for  something  to  do,  and  for  a  Bible.  No  instance 
has  occurred,  in  which  such  a  peUtion  has  been  delayed  beyond  a  day  or  two.  If 
€ke  prisoner  have  a  trade  that  can  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  put  to  work  as  a 
hiYor ;  as  a  reward  for  good  behavior,  and  as  a  favor,  a  Bible  is  allowed  him.  If  he 
Iwre  no  trade,  or  one  that  cannot  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  allowed  to  choose 
4me  that  csn,  and  he  is  instructed  by  one  of  the  overseers,  all  of  whom  are  masts  r 
workmen  in  the  trades  they  respectively  superintend  and  teach.  Thus  work,  and 
moral  and  religious  books,  are  reg^arded  and  received  as  favors,  and  are  withheld  as  a 
punishment 

*•  Intemperance  and  thoughtlen  folly  ar«  the  parents  of  crime,  and  the  walls  of 
a  PritOp  ace  generally  peonjed  t>x,  Jhode  who  have  seldom  seriously  reflected; 
"fttllee  the  fiistobject  of  the  officers  oftnurihsUtutron  Is,  to  fiim  the  thoughts  of  tlie 
CMvLet  inwuds  upon  himself,  and  to  teach  him  bow  to  think ;  in  this  aolitude  is  a 
powerful  aid.  Hence  this  mode  of  punishmeBt,  bearing  as  it  does  with  gre«4  ae- 
verity  upon  the  hardened  and  Impenitent  felon,  is  eminendy  calculated  to  break 
down  his  obdurate  spirit ;  and  when  that  important  object  of  Penitentiary  disctpMne 
has  been  gained,  (and  in  any  Prison  it  frequently  is,)  and  when  the  prisoner  Ins 
once  expenenced  the  operation  of  the  principles  of  this  institution  on  a  broken  t^rit 
and  contrite  heart,  he  learns,  and  he  feels,  that  moral  and  religious  reflection,  re- 
lieved by  industrious  occupation  at  his  trade,  comfort  and  support  his  mental  and 
physical  powers,  divest  his  solitary  cell  of  all  its  horrors,  and  his  punishmeBt  of 
much  of  its  severity.  The  impression  thus  made,  instead  of  being  destroyed  by  the 
sneers  of  ruffians,  is  cherished  and  fixed  by  the  officers  of  the  Pnson. 

'*  No  prisoner  is  seen  by  another,  after  he  enters  the  walls.  When  the  years  of 
his  connnement  have  passed,  his  old  associates  in  crime  will  be  scattered  over  the 
oMrth,  in  Prison,  or  in  the  grave,  and  the  reformed  prisoner  looks  ibrwaid  from  this 
Penitentiary  with  a  hope,  that  he  may  pass  his  fife,  after  the  expiration  of  his  sen- 
tence, undiifcovcred  by  the  community  of  convicts,  and  that,  should  he  find  a  spot 
wh#trc  he  may  earn  his  livelihood  by  honest  industry,  and  acquire  a  new  character, 
and  friends  who  are  ignorant  of  his  crime,  there  will  be  a  probability  he  may  eacape 
exposure  to  the  new  world  he  has  formed  around  him^  and  may  not  be  deprived  of 
his  employment,  and  again  be  driven  by  necessity  to  crime,  in  order  U>  obtain  the 
means  of  his  subsistence. 

"Great  terror  is  known  to  have  been  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  convict 
community  by  this  institution ;  and  the  small  number  of  prisonera  sent  from  the 
£8stern  District,  including  a  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  the  state,  together 
with  the  careful  manner  in  which,  it  has  been  ascertained,  the  most  knowing  rogueci 
avoid  committing  those  ofiences  which  would  subject  them  to  Its  diadpHne,  may 
be  regarded  as  powerful  reasons  for  exfendlnfl:  its  operation  to  those  Penitentiaiy 
offences  not  at  present  comprehended  within  the  statute. 

"  Such  is  the  general  industry  of  the  prisoners,  resulting  from  solitude,  that,  ex- 
cept in  throb  or  four  instance.*),  it  has  been  deemed  inexpedient  to  task  them ;  and  ' 
so  efficient  a  coat!jutor  is  solitude,  that  lllUe  time  is  required  to  teach  the  convict  a 
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trade.  The  6nt  priaoner,  a  negro  bov  of  twenty  years  of  age,  broogbt  up  on  a 
&nB,  made  a  shoe  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  commencement  of  his  instnictiiMi  in 
the  trade,  which  passed  with  others,  and  was  paid  for  by  the  contractor. 

**  It  appears  by  the  warden's  report,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Penitentiary,  daring  \ 

the  wliole  time  it  lias  been  in  operation,  up  to  (he  first  of  December,  1830,  have  ,  i 
been  more  than  equaled  by  the  amount  of  the  profits  on  the  labor  of  the  conTiets ; 
a  balance  of  ^89S  72  appearing  to  the  credit  of  the  institution.  As  it  is  •«  state 
Prison,  the  salaries  of  toe  officers  are  paid  by  the  commonwealth,  an^  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  estimate.  A  few  old  and  invalid  prisoneni,  without  tradef,  have  uot 
supported  themselves  by  their  labor. 

**  Many  years*  experience  in  the  practical  operatien  of  the  penal  laws  and  Prison 
discipline  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  particular  knowledge  of  the 
board  in  the  actual  operation  of  tliis  institution  upon  the  moral  and  physical  powers 
of  the  prisoners,  and  upon  the  public  interest^,  have  established  a  conviction  of  the 
humanity  and  excellence  of  this  system  of  Penitentiary  punishment,  and  that  it< 
permanent  establishment,  and  extension  to  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors  punishable 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  under  the  existing  laws,  as  soon  as  an  adequatf? 
Dumber  of  cells  can  be  provided,  will  be  consistent  with'  tlie  purest  principles  of 
philanthropy,  and  calculated  to  advance  the  interests,  and  sustain  the  elevated 
character  of  die  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania." 

The  reports  of  the  physician  and  warden  we  insert  entire  in  tlte 
notes  below.* 

*  Extract/rom  Dr.  JSache'*  Report. 

**Th9  foAtoout  thus  ftr  bavo  been  favored  with  a  good  ihare  of  bealih.  Some  bave  ac-  , 
faiowledsed  an  trnprovemcnt  in  their  health,  white  oU^rs  have  evidently  been  rendered  less 
mbusL  These  cmitrary  eficcts  are  to  be  explained,  by  adverting  to  the  diAerent  condilioiu 
in  wbid  the  prisoneis  arrive.  If.  however,  the  average  condilioa  of  the  health  of  the  {Mia- 
oners  recelvcKl  up  to  this  time,  be  considered,  it  is  uie  opinion  of  the  physician,  that  it  m 
better  than  when  they  anived.  This  belief  is  supported  by  the  condition  of  the  tnreo  pris^- 
ooen  that  have  been  discharged.  Two  of  them  preserved  to  the  last  moment  the  good  state 
of  health  widi  which  they  were  received,  and  the  tiiird  was  much  improved  in  tliij  rtsj^cl^ 
by  Iris  own  acknowledgment.  ' 

"Several  mild  cases  of  intermittent  fever  have  occuired,  but  in  prisoners  who  had  f>eeii 
afle^ed  with  the  disease,  not  long  t>efore  their  arrival.  Only  two  cases  of  serious  indispeai- 
tioa  have  occurred,  and  bat  one  death.  The  fatal  ease  was  that  of  a  prisoner  of  intemperat«!» 
habits,  who  arrived  in  a  diseased  state,  having  but  recently  suircrcd.i'rom  a  severe  fit  cf  i^- 
acts  in  the  Arch  Street  Prison. 

"In  the  qoestions  which  have  been  addressed  to  the  priscucrs, the  ph^yiilcian  has  dirocieJ 
his  ioqahries  partirulariy  to  two  points }  namely,  the  length  of  their  inipnscument  before  cca- 
nctioo, and  ttieir  habits  in  regard  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  The  imirisonmcnt  Ijefore 
conviction,  has  been  found  to  embrace  a  pcriot',  varyir.g  iwa\  a  frwdji^s  io  an  culife  year. 
If  it  be  important  for  the  good  of  society,  and  the  sake  of  the  criminal,  tiitit  he  shooM  m-fv^ 
oat  the  sentence  of  the  law  in  «eparate  confinement,  it  must  be  equally  so  for  the  untried 
priMaer,  on  the  sappo»itjoo  of  his  guilt,  and  for  a  much  stronger  rea.sru  tu  case  of  his  iouo- 
coKe.  Until  this  evil  be  rvmoved,  the  anoral  opcnttiou  oi  separate  confinement  co  the 
pMoner  after  conviction  will  be  lessened  in  its  efiects. 

''la  regard  to  the  other  point,  tiie  physician  has  found  that,  out  of  fiAy-eigfat  prisooent 
recciied  up  to  this  time,  thirty-four,  or  nearly  two  thirds,  acknowledge  tbemselve*  to  have* 
been  either  habitually  or  occasionally  intemperate.  This  fact  she  vis  the  close  cor.nc&iou 
which  subsists  between  the  vice  of  drunkenness  and  the  commission  of  crime. 

"The effects- of  the  separate  confinement  on  the  mind  have  been  attentively  w ate  1m><<.  PC* 
HBtance  has  occinrcd  of  the  production  of  mental  disease.  Its  moral  efforts  arc  eucourag- 
iag,  and  are  in  strong  contrast  with  the  coalauunatiiig  inUucnccs  ariaing  out  of  the  arisocia- 
tioBofcrimthiais. 

"Upon  the  whole,  the  physician  feels  justified  to  conclude,  from  his  experience  in  tlH» 
PeaitCBliary,  thai  this  plan  <^  the  separate  confinement  of  ciiminal^i,  if  in  some  instances 
iajjanoas  to  the  constitution,  is  much  more  favoral>le  to  the  health  and  lives  of  the  prisouers, 
ina  confinement  in  Prisons  ou  the  old  plan.^ — All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  Jaauaiy  1, 1831.  FRANKLIN  BACUE,  Physician  E.  Pr 

Second  Report  of  the  Wordjen. 

"In  my  report  last  year,  I  confidently  sUtcd  my  Iwlief,  that  if  (he  slate  would  P<2^<^ 
^  necessary  stock  and  imolements,  the  prisoners,  whose  term  of  confinement  extended  to 
two  years  or  upwards,  woula  be  enabled  to  defray  the  cxi>enses  of  their  maintenance.  I  feel 
bappy  hi  beinif  able  to  state,  that  one  year's  experience  has  completely  confirmed  this 
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The  crimes  for  which  the  convicts  were  sent  to  this  PeniteBtiarj, 
•were,  for  manslaughter,  one  ;  for  robbing  United  States  mail,  one  ;  for 
rape,  one ;  for  highway  robbery,  two ;  for  passing  counterfeit  money, 
three ;  for  robbery,  four ;  for  forgery,  eight ;  for  murder,  eight ;  for  burg- 
lary, fifteen ;  for  horse-stealing,  fifteen. 

The  remarlcs  of  the  inspectors,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature,  ia 
j^  Tard  to  the  number  committed  for  murder,  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
particular  consideration. 

**  It  will  be  j>erceircd,"  »ay  they,  "  i\i%i  ei^ht  prisoners,  certainly  %  lunge  proper- 
tsoQ  of  the  convicts,  are  committed  tor  murder  m  4nt  second  degree,  and  it  may  not  he 
iaappropriate  to  die  ojject^  of  tliis  report,  to  offer  soine  remariLS  resuldng  therefitMn, 

belief.  Even  more  hnn  been  reolizcd ;  for  every  |msoner,  with  four  exceptions,  ynha  has 
been  iicro  cvcu  six  inonih.«,  U  uow  oarulu^  his  maiiUenauce.  Tiiese  exceptioos  are,  fint, 
tlie  priM>ner  known  tui  nimibtT  VJ,  who  wha  bro«;^it  iicre  iU,  and  whose  illoess  coolmaed 
aluKMt  wiihout  cessation  until  the  lime  of  his  dectrase.  Secondly,  nnmber  8,  who  was  aa 
ttiralij  at  the  liniR  of  bis  i-eception,  and  continues  so.  Thirdly,  niunber  34,  wftio  is  upfwrards 
of  sixty  yeani  of  a^e,  and  lufxrui ',  and  fourthly,  number  35,  who  is  also  iutira,  and  aeventy- 
two  vcars  of  age. 

"  Most  of  the  neiT  inmates  who  are  now  ieamtn|»  trades,  cannot  of  course  earn  nrarii,  and 
bence  at  the  pref»eut  time,  in  exaniiniu|^  their  accounts,  a  balance  will  be  found  aniaal  Ihe 
coo:iiics  which  have  sent  ihcin }  but  as  ihdre  is  every  reasonable  prospect  tbal^ej  willt 
duriug-  the  next  year,  more  tiian  make  up  thiit  deficiency,  1  would  respectiuUv  w^ggieal  to  the 
buSiTlof  inspectors  the  j>nM|>rietT  of  not  &oudin«;  to  tno»e  coontios  the  bills  for  ^ia  defi* 
t-iomrff  I  am  tlie  ni^e  induced  to  rcoomuivnil  tbU  course,  from  the  fact,  ( prascnted  by  aa 
«-\dniiiiatioii  of  oar  receipLi  and  expenditure*,  including  an  accouui  of  stock  oo  handv  op  te 
the  first  uf  Oeccmber,)  that  the  estaUliiihm'.Mit,  lirom  ili  co;utneuccmeui  to  that  period,  more 
than  !mp{>ortcd  itself.  7^  salaries  of  the  oHiccrs,  beings  paid  by  tiic  st«ae,  are  nol  iBchirieil 
ia  this  statement. 

'Ml  niixy  be  remarked,  that  all  those  enga;^  at  sbocmaki!i<;,  and  most  of  the  WMivers, 
kavn  learned  their  respective  trades  since  they  came  here,  ami  of  course  will  enaliiii  to 
improve  in  dexterity.  Again,  the  expense  of  die  present  small  number  of  eonricts  k  awck 
f^ater  in  proportion  than  that  of  a  lar^c  number  *,  and  it  Is  my  epiuion,  iliat  (he  Pcnitentiaiy, 
when  it  will  be  occupied  by  three  hundred  prisoners,  or  upwards,  wiUi  aa  adequate  capital, 
can  bo  made  fully  and  entirely  to  pay  all  its  expenses,  including  the  salaries  of  its  aracw. 
The  short  time  we  have  been  in  opoi'aliou  induces  me  to  believe,  that  the  aett  prafiu  of  a 
Priaon  conducted  on  the  pla:)  of  separate  coufinemcni  will  be  greater  than  taoaa  -wiarh 
might  rcttolt  firom  Joint  labor.  The  docile  and  ol>cdicnt  conduct  of  die  convicts,  and  lbs 
great  care  of  managing  them,  have  fully  realized  my  higliej»t  anticipations.  By  the  physician's 
report,  it  will  be  seen,  that  they  have  generally  cnioyed  good  heaiih ;  and  1  sinceray  hope 
and  believe,  that  some  of  them  have  exixrieuced  lieuttfii  from  the  religious  instruclaou  tbej 
have  roceiveil,  aided  by  those  rofloctiou!»  which  solitude  so  naturally  produees. 

"  By  Uie  document  marked  A.,  it  will  l>e  secn^  that  iorty-eight  state,  and  one  UaitedSlaaes 
|irisoneni«  have  been  irceiveil  into  tlie  Pcnileuimry  during  the  year  1830.  Thne  have  been 
discharged  by  expiration  of  their  sentences,  and  one  (number*  19)  has  died ;  nine  htuAg  the 
number  in  Prison  on  the  first  of  January,  18^,  leaves  us  fiftv-four;  thirty -five  of  tbeac  an 
•mployed  m  the  weaving  department)  nine  in  the  shocmaLing}  two  tailoisj  one  black- 
iCBith ;  one  carver ,  one  cook ;  four  wooUpickcrs  ^  one  cabinet  maker. 

"  A  few  weeks  only  have  elapsed  since  the  discharge  of  the  two  lirst  prisooen ',  during 
this  short  (leriod,  their  conduct  has  been  exemplary. 

•'If  the  judges  of  the  several  courts  in  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  could  be  ia- 
duced  to  risit  and  carefully  examine  this  establishment,  I  believe  their  s««tcncea,  in  maar 
instances,  would  not  be  so  ligtit  as  at  present,  for  1  am  induced  to  su|^M»se,  that  thissniid- 
MMf  is  based  on  the  supposiUoo,  that  our  .system  of  discipline  is  excessively  seven. 

**  To  an  oKl  convict,  accustomed  to  be  sentenced  to  uve  or  ten  yean,  a  sentence  of  o*s 
appears  a  trivial  punishment,  and  a  novice  cannot  always  be  tau^  in  that  period  a  bosi- 
ness  that  will  be  of  service  to  him.  The  cases  of  numbers  38  and  39  may  be  meBtioaed  in 
sapport  of  this  opinion ;  lad£  of  eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of  age,  aeutenced  to  one  vear 
only,  might,  if  their  sentences  had  extended  to  three  years,  have  been  taught  sboemaLin^ 
—  weavuig,  and  thus  have  l>een  enabled  lo  support  themselves  when  discharged. 


"  Jiaiiy  diffieuhies  were  predicted  by  those  opposed  to  the  system  of  separate  labor, 
soaie  of  Which  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  irrelevant  for  me  briefly  to  notice.  And  fins, 
it  sras  said  that  the  expense  of  maintaiiunff  the  convicts  would  be  so  heavy,  that  the  conn- 
tiai  woold  not  be  willmg  to  defi*ay  it.  llie  examination  of  our  accounU,  as  bciun  men* 
iwad,  shows,  thai  the  labor  of  the  convicts  has  fully  paid  all  the  expenses  of  their  snppon. 

*  Moeondly,  that  the  punishment  was  so  severe,  t^t  men  could  not  endure  it.  and  ili^ 
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and  to  mipi  Mme  raawDi  why,  in  reconunendins  tira  eztenston  of  tliis  sjtBtem  of 
puaifhiiieiity  tfie  botrd  htf  ooBfised  its  recontmeBtttM^  to  tkoae  ofieneeff  at  pradbnt 
subject  to  tfMprtf ofMi^ia  at  lutrd  labor,  and  consequently  exdndiag  frnwdar  in  the 
fint  degree. 

**  hi  PeDnfyivania,no  crime  Is  punishable  witli  death,  but  murder  perpetrated  by 
meant  of  poison,  or  by  Isring  in  wait,  or  by  some  other  kind  of  wilful,  de]iDerate,Mid 
premeditated  killing,  or  perpetrated  in  die  comiuisBon  of  certain  crimes  w^h  were 
brmerly  capital.  Such  murder  is  of  the  fint  degree.  The  reluctance  arith  which 
pfofesMd  criminals  appear  to  resort  to  blood  in  Pennsylvania,  may  probably  be 
naced  to  this  source ;  we  find  them  almost  always,  when  detected  in  (he  perpetra- 
tioD  sf  crimes,  snbmittinff  to  their  captors  without  resorting  to  murder  as  Uie  means  of 
escape,  having  encaged  in  the  transaction  without  deliberately,  because  necessarily, 
detennininc  to  subject  themselves  to  the  danger  of  the  gallows.  Deliberate  murder 
in  cold  bh)oa  is  generally  committed  for  gain,  or  as  the  means  of  escape  from  the  con- 

ii  would  destroy  them  meniall}'  and  pbyneall^'.  The  rt^port  of  the  phjAciaa  eempietely 
refutes  ^bese  aiiegations,  and  my  ou-n  observations  convince  roe,  that  if  we  arc  in  error,  the 
s^'stem  is  too  mild,  particulariy  where  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  only  for  a^ear.  In  rela- 
tH»  to  liie  lupposea  ii^urioas  efieets  of  the  discipfinc  on  the  minds  and  bodies  of  the  pris- 
Qoen,  I  can  safely  assert,  that  the  very  reverse  has  been  the  case  in  every  instanoe,  aad  I 
believe  the  life  ofnumber  19,  who  died,  was  prolonged  by  tlx^  treatment  he  received  here. 

"  One  fiKt,  which  is  as  true  and  genera)  as  it  is  remarka^e,  is.  that  in  everv  mstance,  where 
lie  prifOBsr  has  been  bronsiit  to  see  die  errors  of  his  past  lire,  and  thus  has  been  led  to  a 
«tate  of  repentaiice,  his  cell  lias  appeared  to  lose  all  its  nonnors,  and  several  inatances  have 
already  oeconed,  wiiere  the  prisoner  has  expressed  his  thankfulness,  and  ackoowtcdgeU 
that  it  was  good  for  him  that  be  was  brooeht  here.  » 

"  The  maforily  afspear  resigpned,  if  not  haroy ;  and  most  of  them  are  indostrious.  It  is  to 
ihe  widted,  detennmed,  and  inveterate  villain,  that  the  severity  of  our  system  is  the  most 
apparent.  Do  not  these  facts  answer  another  objection,  that  solitary  confioeraent  does  no* 
act  equally  oil  all  minds  f  That  it  does  not  act  equally  on  all,  is  manifest ;  bat  it  aets  the 
BKM  poweriiiUy,  and  with  the  most  severity,  on  thoie  to^vards  whcnn  the  exercise  of  addi* 
lioiial  severity  IS  obviously  indispensable  \  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  those  who  have 
■ost  vehemently  condemned  its  severity,  Sirill^  before  many  years,  censore  its  mildiiess. 

''Thirdly,  that  the  prisoners  would  be  deprived  of  all  religious  instructioii  except  such  ^ 
ibey  m^  receive  privately  in  their  cells^  inasmuch  as  tliey  could  not  be  brought  into  a 
room  toother.  Dunng  the  past  year,  service  has  been  performed,  mostly  onee  a  week,  by 
tbe  nsoHter,  preacfainr  in  the  corridor,  to  all  the  convicts  in  the  establishment,  wi^nt  their 
Ixaagpenioved  from  (neir  cells,  or  seeing  or  communicating  with  each  other,  aod  the  various 
nnpresiions  thereby  produced  have  been  similar  in  app<^araucc  fo  those  in  any  other  as- 
«mblv  of  the  same  number.  In  what  manner  con  man  he  placed,  wlicrc  (he  wwrds  of  the 
met  woaktbe  more  impressive  than  in  their  situation  ? — sitting  alone,  without  seeiug  or 
bd^  seen  by  any  human  being ;  nothing  to  abstract  their  thoughts,  or  divert  them  trom 
the  iniifas  ddivered  to  them }  alone  when  they  hear,  and  left  alone,  when  the  minister  has 
^bed,  to  ponder  and  reflect. 

"FoQMhfy,  it  has  been  said,  that  the  prisoners  could,  and,  thereibre.  would  be  likely  to 
(onmiiBicate  from  cell  to  cell.  I  believe  it  possible  for  a  prisoner  to  hollow  so  loud  that  be 
■>aj  be  heard.  The  keeper,  however,  has  by  far  the  best  opportunity  of  bearing  j  but  we 
lave  never  known  an  instance  of  their  thus  commuoicatin"^ ;  nor  do  I  believe,  that  any  pris- 
oser  m  the  establishment  knows  who  is  in  the  next  cell  to  him.  Those  who  have  been  dis- 
dnived,  have  gone  out  unacquainted  with  those  who  have  been  inmates  with  them. 

"  wfasteverdottbts  may  have  formerly  existed  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  mesabcn  of  the 
le|;islatnre  of  this  sUte,  as  to  the  efficiency  of  our  system  of  separate  eonfiaesMmr,  I  trust 
wr  experience  has  removed  them  so  far,  as  to  authorise  the  erection  of  additional  cells 
(MaA  can  be  built  on  a  plan  much  more  economical  than  those  already  cmistracled)  before 
■^  coDchnion  of  the  present  session.  If  this  measure  be  not  adopted,  1  fear  that  much  in- 
coDvonience  and  injury  will  be  the  inevitable  result. 

"The  law  rr^piires,  that  the  board  of  inspectors  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  of  Janaary  in 


^  aeeoonts  of  the  establishment  to  the  first  of  the  year. 

"  If  the  le^dature  would  adopt  the  period  of  the  first  of  February,  for  receiving  the  report, 
it  wodd  be  much  more  convenient. 

''In  conclusion,  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  every  day  of  my  experience  only  more  and 
more  fidly  convinces  me^  that  separate  confinement,  with  labor,  and  moral  ud  rsKgious 
ioMraction,  is  the  most  perfect  and  most  beneficial  system  for  the  management  of  eoovicis 
fcsowa  to  me  -,  embracing  in  its  details  all  the  advantages,  and  avoidiiur  aaost  ef  the  evilsi 
*^h  are  inherent  in  every  other  plan  which  hcs  occupied  my  attention.'^ 

6 
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Tietion  of  acrimeiabieettotbe  same  Uad  of  penalty ;  and  il>ia  a  fiM^t  worClijrof  ootiee, 
dkat  in  no  iiutatice  has  die  crime  of  a  prisoner  of  this  class,  now  in  confinement,  lesok- 
ed  from  a  thirst  for  gain,  or  from  a  desire  to  escape  from  the  penalty  of  another  offence. 
These  offenders  appear  to  have  yielded  to  the  impulse  of  ungoremable  passion,  anl 
intemperance  from  drink,  (infirmities  and  vices  which  no  human  law  can  eiifectually 
control,)  and  persond  quarrels  and  rencounters  have  reenUed  in  murders.  It  is  there- 
fore respectfullv  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  determine,  whether 
the  reduction  of  the  grade  of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  to  the  class  of  Penitentianr 
offences,  may  not  tend  to  multiply  those  deliberate  murders,  heretolMne  infirequent 
in  Pennsylvania,  by  removing  the  terror  of  death  as  a  punishment,  and  ooonlefbal' 
andng  any  addition  to  the  term  of  imprisonment,  by  the  increased  chances  of  sue- 
cess  and  escape  resulting  from  murder." 

.  Remarks  might  have  been  added  concerning  the  shortness  of  time 
ibr  which  some  were  sent  for  murder,  compared  with  the  length  of  time 
for  which  others  were  sent  for  horse-stealing  and  burglary.  One  man 
for  murder  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  another  for  two  years ;  while 
for  horse-stealing  one  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  for  burglary  two  were 
sent  for  nine  years  each,  and  two  for  ten  years  each. 

But  while  there  appears  in  a  few  cases  to  be  a  disproportion  between 
the  punishment  and  the  offence,  there  ia  in  all  the  cases  taken  together, 
evidence  of  mildness  and  lenity  in  the  operation  of  the  criminal  code  of 
Pennsylvania.  Of  the  fifly-eight  cases  sent  to  the  new  Penitentiary, 
there  were  none  for  life ;  five  for  twelve  years ;  one  for  eleven  years ; 
three  for  ten  years ;  two  for  nine  years ;  three  for  eight  years ;  one  for 
seven  years  ;  seven  for  five  years ;  three  for  four  years ;  five  for  throe 
years ;  seventeen  for  two  years ;  one  for  fifteen  months ;  one  for  thirteen 
months ;  and  ten  for  one  year.  Sentences  of  fifteen  and  -twenty  years, 
and  even  for  life,  have  not  been  unfirequent  for  similar  offences  in  the 
United  States. 

The  system,  as  a  whole,  adopted  in  the  new  Penitentiary,  is  so  far 
approved  in  Pennsylvania,  as  to  induce  the  legislature,  at  the  last  session, 
to -appropriate  $120,000  for  the  erection  of  four  hundred  additional  cells 
within  the  walls,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  place  for  all  convicts 
from  the  Eastern  'District  condemned  for  mora  than  one  year,  and  to 
break  up,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  old  Prison  on  Walnut  street.* 

*  AN  ACT  to  enlaxge  the  BoUdings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  Uie  Eastera  Disihci, 
and  for  othor  Purposes. 

Sect.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatieet  of  the  Ccmmom- 
¥>ealth  of  PennsybManA  in  Cfentral  Astembly  metj  and  xt  i$  herety  enacted  oy  the  aatkorth 
of  the  MUM,  That  the  inspectors  of  the  state  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  District  ia  \^ 
eoonty  of  Philadelphia,  be  authorized  and  required,  and  they  berdiy  are  authorized  and 
required,  to  construct  and  erect  within  the  outer  walls  of  said  Penitentianr,  uim»  such  pSaii 
as  Ihev  may  deem  most  expedient,  buildinf^  which  shall  contain  at  least  four  hundred  cells. 
suitable  for  the  confinement  of  convicted  criminals,  in  solitary  imprisonmem  ai  labor  j  aad 
to  enable  them  the  more  efleclually  lo  perform  the  duties  now  enioined^  all  the  n^i5. 
powers,  and  privileges  fa^reioforc  given  to  the  commissioners  for  butlmag  said  Pcailenb&n . 
are  hereby  transferred  to.  and  vested  in,  the  said  inspectors :  Promded  koweoer,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  snail  divest  the  said  board  of  commissioners  of  any  right  or  iMw^r 
that  it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to  retain,  in  order  to  arrange  and  settle  any  ot  th«>a 
former  engagements  and  transactions  as  to  real  estate  or  otherwise ;  and  they  ve  herrby 
authorisedand  directed,  after  the  final  settlement  of  their  accounts,  to  pay  over  an^  balance 
that  may  remain  in  their  hands,  to  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  Eastern  state  Peoitcotiarr, 
lo  be  applied  in  the  erection  and  famishing  of  ceils  hereby  directed  to  be  builL 

Sbct.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  auAority  aforeeaid,  That  Xor  the  purpose  of 
defraying  tbe^  expense  of  erecting  said  Building,  the  county  commissioners  of  the  couci  v 
of  Pfaoladelphia  be,  and  they  hereoy  are,  authonzed  to  loan,  out  of  the  county  funds  of  &aiJ 
county,  to  the  aforesaid  inspectors,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  such  suoti 
nod  at  such  times  as  the  said  inspectori  may  require  the  same,  for  the  purpose  afon^said ; 
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New  County  Prison  in  PA»/«e2e^Ata.— ProviBion  has  been  made  by 
law,  and  authority  given  to  raise  ^one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  county  Prison  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  plan  of  s(£tary  confinement;  said  Prison,  when 
finished,  to  contain  three  hundred  dormitories,  and  to  receive  all  per- 
Eons  now  sent  to  the  Walnut  street  Prison  for  less  than  one  year,  and 
all  persons  from  the  Arch  street  Prison ;  so  that  these  nurseries  of  crime, 
and  places  of  unutterable  abomination,  may  be  broken  up.* 

« 

for  the  azDoant  of  which  said  sumfl  of  money  loaned  as  afbr^aid,  certificiUet  of  state  stocky 
in  iproper  fonn.  shall  be  issacd  to  the  county  coxnniissionen  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  county  j  which  said  stock  shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  state  stock,  and,  from  and  ailcr  the  first  da>[  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  and  not  before,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  nve  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  half  yeaH^,  and  be  redeemable  thirty  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  the 
"fSd  county  commissioners  arc  hereby  autliorizea  to  raise  4he  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred 
3i\d  twenty  thousand  dollars,  by  loan,  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  which  monev  for  the  ordi- 
Brry  purposes  and  expenses  ofsaid  county,  may  by  law  be  raised  or  oblainea. 

i?ECT.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted  ini  the  caUhoritif  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who 
^1  be  convicted,  in  an^  court  in  (no  Eastern  Distnct  of  this  commomvcaiih,  of  any 
crime  committed  aAer  tlic  lirst  day  of  May  next,  whose  punishment  under  the  present  exist- 
ill?  Uws,  would  be  imprisonment  m  the  Jail  and  Fenitcntiary  house  of  Philadelphia  for  one 
yctiTf  or  any  term  exceeding*  one  year,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  coort  to  sufler 

S«ia»hmcnt  oy  separate  or  solitary  counncmcnt  at  labor  in  the  state  Pcnitentiarv  for  the 
■.Mticm  District,  for  such  times  resix'ctivelv,  as  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  faws  now 
aatborixc  and  direct  such  convicted  criminals  to  be  sentenced  to  be  confined  in  the  aforo- 
viid  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia  -,  and  the  persons  so  sentenced  as  aforesaid, 
Vf]ulf  confined  in  the  said  state  Penitentiary,  shall  be  treated  in  all  respects,  in  the  maimer 
which  the  act,  entitled  "'  A  It^rther  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  reform  the  Penal. 
Law3  of  this  commonwealth/'  approved  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eiglit 
buodred  and  twcnty*ninc,  direct:^  that  persons  convicted  under  the  provisions  thereof,  saall 
'jc  trrated  durinc  ineir  imprisonment  in  the  said  slate  Penitentiary. 

Sect.  4.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  o/brMnia,  That  every  jjerson  who 
»haU  he  convicted  in  any  court  in  the  EzLstcrn  District  of  this  commonwealth,  of  any  crime 
eoininitted  afler  the  first  day  of  May  lu  .\t,  whose  punishment,  under  the  present  cxistin|^ 
}a>vs,  would  be  imprisonment  in  llie  Jail  and  Pcnilcnliary  house  of  l^hilaoclphia  for  any 
umn  less  than  one  year,  shall  ho  scntcneed'by  the  proper  court  to  receive  his  or  her  punish- 
ment in  the  cottntv  Jail  of  tlie  pro;>er  county. 

SrcT.  5.  And  oe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  criminals,  sentenced 
as  dhrcted  in  and  by  the  thinl  section  of  this  art,  shall  he  removed  to  the  aforesaid  state 
Penitentiary  al  tfa«  expense  of  the  proper  county ',  subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  detained  and 
roofijied  m  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  hotise  of  Philadelphia,  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
<«iU  shall  be  finished  in  the  said  state  Penitentiary,  to  enable  the  inspectors  thereof  con- 
veniently to  receive  the  said  criminals. 

Sect.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  atithority  aforesaid,  Tliat  the  inspectors  of  the 
Ja>!  ?jtd  Penitentiary,  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
t^jce,  or  aj  soon  thereailer  as  conveniently  may  be,  shall  remove  allthe  convicted  criminals 
«ho  may  then  remain  in  said  Jail  and  Penitentiary,  to  the  aforesaid  state  Penitentiary  for 
tJje  East«a  District,  *         "    *     '        '         «   •      -         i        •  l^  ii?__._i  j  .!._?_ 

»c\cral  sentences, 
pff  pared  for  the 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  Speaker  of  the  House  ofRepresentaHoeg, 
WM.  G.  HAWKIPfS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ti»iiiyK>nc.  GEORGE  WOLF. 

•  AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  Erection  of  a  New  Prison  and  a  Debtors'  Apartment  within, 
CwCiiy  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  Sale  of  the  County  Prison  in  Wahmt  Street, 
in  said  City. 

Sect.  \.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprtseniaiives  of  the  Common- 
veattk  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
(/the  same.  That  a  Prison  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  capable  of  holding  at 
least  three  hundred  prisoners,  on  the  principle  of  the  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoncri, 
jHafl  be  erected  at  such  place  within  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  commissioa- 
tn.  hereiaaaer  mentioned,  shall  fix  and  appomt,  to  be  called  the  Prison  of  the  city  and 
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MARYLAND. 

Impri&omnent  for  Debt, — A  law  was  passed,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  exempting  all  persons,  who  have  resided  in  the  state  four 
months,  from  imprisonment,  when  the  debt  shall  not  exceed  ^30. 
There  were  imprisoned  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  alone,  for  less  than 
f  20  each,  during  the  year  1829,  seven  hundred  and  twelre  persons. 

county  of  Philadelphia,  the  expense  whereof  shall  be  defrayed  in  the  manner  and  oot  of  Ik* 
funds  hereinaAer  {nDvided. 

Sect.  t.  And  he  it  fwiher  enacted  by  tfie  ntUhority  afortBcAdf  Thai  immedialriy  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  the  court  of  common  picas  of  the  countv  of  Philade)|^a,  and  the 
major's  court  of  the  city  of  Ptiiladelphia,  shall  each  appomt  three  respectable  citizcc», 
residinr  in  the  city  or  county  aforesaid,  to  be  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  said  Prisoc, 
whose  dutjr  it  shall  be,  to  select  and  purchase  a  suitable  site,  within  the  city  or  county  ot 
Philadelphia,  for  the  same,  the  title  whereof  shall  be  vested  in  the  county  of  Philadcl|»ua : 
to  make  all  necessary  contracts  for  tlie  buildin?  of  the  said  Prison,  taking  S<>od  scconty  h 
the  name  of  the  said  commissioners,  for  the  faithflil  performance  of  the  said  %irork,in  a  goc' 
and  workmanlike  manner :  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  Uie  said  coo- 
misstoners,  before  the  completion  of  their  trust,  the  said  courts  sliall  respectively  appois' 
suitable  persons  to  fill  the  vacancy,  according  as  the  same  moy  occur. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bxf  the  aiithoritt^  aforesaidf  lliat  the  Prison  aforcMiii 
shall  be  constructed  ou  such  plan  ils  tlio  said  commissioners,  or  a  minority  of  them,  laaj 
adopt:  Provided  always  ^  'Hiat  the  priueiplc  uf  the  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoDcn 
be  preserved  and  mainlamed. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  ilfwrtlier  enactrd  by  the  attthoritfj  aforesaid j  That  it  shall  and  may  b** 
lawful  to  and  for  the  said  coaimissioncrs  to  borrow,  from  any  person  or  persons,  bodie* 
]X)}itic  or  corporate,  such  sum  or  sums  of  moncy^  not  excce<liug  m  the  whole  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  nt  such  times  as  \\\oy  may  think  proper,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defray  tlie  cxficnses  of  erecting  the  said  Prison :  and  it  shall  be  the  dutv  u! 
the  siud  commissioners  to  issue  a  ecrtitlcatc  or  cerlincates,uinacr  their  hands,  to  the  leaden, 
m  sums  not  less  than  otie  hundred  dollars  each,  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  lent,  with  io- 
tereftt,  not  exceeding  five  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly ;  which  certificates  sbal) 
be  entered  in  a  hoSiL  to  ac  kept  for  that  puri)osej  and  shall  be  scvcnilly  transfcmbJe  br  ^^ 
lenders  or  their  legal  attorney,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  by  endorsement  tncrc- 
of,  at  the  office  of  the  commissioners,  and  in  the  presence  of  one  of  them,  or  such  officer  as 
they  may  jippoint  for  that  purpose  ;  and  for  the  security  of  the  persons  wbo  may  bccoB<- 
l.oliicrs  of  the  loans  hereby  authorised,  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Pluiadelpbia 
commonly  called  the  Walnut  street  Prison,  and  the  Prune  street  Apartment,  and  the  lots  c^ 
i;;romid  on  which  they  are  erected,  bounded  by  Walnut,  Stxth^  and  Prune  streets,  in  iaJ<^ 
city,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  specincally  pledged  j  and  the  said  loans  sliall  be  paid  dS  ms 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  said  Walnut  street  Prison  and  Prune  street  Apaxts>ea! 
and  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  5.  And"  be  it  further  enacted  bythe  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  dut> 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  )ux}vidc  from  time  to  time,  and  pav 
uver  to  the  said  commissioners^  sufficient  susns  of  money  to  meet  the  interest  which  in.t_ 
become  due  half-yearly  on  said  loans ;  and  for  that  purpose,  they  arc  hereby  autbori^.*'. 
rnd  required  to  raise  money  in  any  mode  or  manner  m  which  money  for  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses and  expenses  of  said  county  may  by  law  be  raised  or  obtained. 

5?r.cT.  6.  Ami  be  it fvrtJier' enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  be  the  dui; 
of  tlie  said  commissioners  to  select  and  purchase  a  suitable  site  in  the  city  or  county  o'. 
Philadelphia,  and  erect  thereon  a  building  to  be  called  the  Debtors'  Apartment  of  the  <r\/ 
und  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  title  to  be  vested  in  the  county  of  Philadel^^a ;  and  th«" 
expense  of  erecting  the  same  shall  be  provided  for  and  defiraycd  by  the  county  coram ■» 
»ionor5  of  said  county,  on  viTurauts  drawn  on  them  by  the  commissioners  for  buildbg  iht 
said  Prison ;  and  the  said  county  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  the  moni^ 
necessary  therefor,  in  any  mode  or  mamicr  in  which  money  for  the  ordinary'  purpoites  aa-i 
expenses  of  said  county  may  by  law  be  raised  or  obtained. 

Skct.  7.  And  be  itfurtficr  enacted  by  the  atUhority  aforesandf  That  so  soon  as  Uie  s»i 
new  county  Prison  and  Debtors'  Apartment  shsdl  be  erected  and  prepared  for  the  receptioti 
of  prisoners,  it  sbt-dl  ht  the  duty  or  ibiD  inspectors  of  the  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelpliia,  to  tckc  charge  ot  the  same,  and  to  remove,  or  cause  to  be  removed^  thereto'. 
•11  persons  who  may  then  oe  confined  in  the  Prison  on  Arch  street  in  the  said  city  \  aifi 
tbe  cS6iten  who  have  then  in  charge  the  debtors  and  persons  confined  as  witnesses  to  U* 
rcmovfKi  loibe  Debtors.'  A^iartment.  and  the  others,  to  tbeiucw  Prison  of  the  city  and  cooat) 
aforesaid ;  and  such  provi^uon  shall  be  made  in  the  arrangements  of  the  said  Debtors'  Apar- 
Mcnt,  9s  that  perMos  confined  as  witnesses  shall  have  no  commiuiacattoD  with  ddXon  \  tf  < 
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The  law  of  the  last  session  will  probably  save  from  impriaoninent,  in  a 
single  year,  not  less  than  twelve  hundred  persons,  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land. This  law  is  contained  in  a  single  section,  and  expressed  in  a  few 
words  of  obvious  meaning;  and  will,  in  all  probability,  prove  a  more 
e&ctual  remedy  for  the  gr^at  evils  of  imprisonment,  than  some  of  the 
laws  of  other  states  of  many  sections,  of  similar  import^  but  of  doubtful 
and  difficult  interpretation  and  easy  evasion. 

tbcDcefoilb,  ail  persons  m^o,  by  the  exnting  laws  of  this  commonwettltb,  are  liable  lo  be 
foofined  in  the  Arch  sireet  rnsoo,  as  also  all  persons  who  may  be  confined  for  debts  or  as 
witnesses,  shall  be  respectively  sent  to  the  new  Prison  of  tlie  city  and  county  of  FUla- 
dctphia.  and  tbe  Debtors'  Apartment^  there  to  be  kept,  treated,  and  goveroed,  accMdiag  to 
sudi  rules  and  regulations  as  the  said  inspectors,  who  have  the  chatge  thweof,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  said  county,  and  the  may- 
oni  court  of  said  city,  may  fit>m  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish :  Prtmidtd  always, 
Th«t  (he  same  be  not  inconsistent  with,  or  contrary  to,  the  constiuitioa  aiid  laws  of  lUi 
commonwealth,  and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Srct.  8.  Ami  bt  U  farthtr  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeiaidf  That  every  person  who 
shall  he  convicted,  aAer  the  completion  of  said  new  Pnson,  in  any  court  of  criminal  juris- 
diction m  the  city  or  county  of  Pniladelphia,  of  any  crime,  the  punishment  of  which  woidd 
he  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  period  of  time 
under  one  year,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer  punishment  in  the  new 
Priion  aforesaid,  bv  separate  confinement  at  labor  for  and  during  the  term  of  their  sentence, 
sad  shall  be  fed,  clothed  and  treated  as  neariy  as  may  be  practicable,  in  the  same  manner 
ss  is  provided  by  law  ht  relation  to  persons  confined  in  the  Eastern  state  Penitentiaiy,  ia 
loKtaiy  confinement  at  labor. 

Skct.  9.  And  be  it  Jiaiker  enacted  by  the  auAority  aforeaetidf  That  the  commissioiiers 
appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  erecung  the  new  Prison  aforesaid,  be  and 
they  are  authorized  to  grant,  bargain,  and  sell  the  Jail  and  Penitentiaiy  house  of  Philadel- 
phia, commonly  called  the  Walnut  street  Prison  and  Prune  street  Apartment,  together  with 
their  lots  of  ground  whereon  tbe  same  are  erected,  bounded  by  Walnut,  Sixth,  and  Prune 
streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  altogether,  or  in  parts  or  parcels,  at  such  time  or  time% 
and  upoo  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  determine ;  to 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  sdficient  deed  or  deeds  for  the  same,  conveying  a  fee  siinple 
to  the  poivhaser  or  purchasers  :  Provided^  That  the  said  Prison  shall  remain  in  its  preseai 
itatc  until  the  prisoners  shall  be  removed  therefrom  to  the  new  Penitcatiary  for  the  Basterti 
District,  b  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

Sect.  10.  And  be  U  further  eruuted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  sSoty 
of  the  &ajd  commissioners  for  erecting  said  Prison,  and  they  are  hereby  required^  as  soor 
a«  they  receive  the  moneys  arising  Trom  the  sale  of  the  said  Walnut  street  Pnson  and 
Prone  street  Apartment,  and  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  loans 
ihey  may  lunve  obtained  under  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  and  all  other 
(icbts  by  them  contracted  in  relation  to  their  duties,  and  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  commis- 
noDcrs,  who  are  herd>y  uithorized  to  apply  the  same  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  said 
e<Nialy. 

Skgt.  11.  And  be  U/urther  enacted  by  the  authority  a/oresaidf  That  the  said  eommia- 
tiooers  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  their  services,  nor  shall  it  be  Uwiiil  fir 
ibtm  or  either  of  them  to  be  concerned  as  principals,  a«;ents,  or  otherwise,  in  any  ctmtracts 
connected  with  the  buildine  of  said  Prison  or  Debtors'^Apajtment.  or  derive  any  profit  or 
advantage  from  the  same ;  but  they  are  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall 
^  to  take  care  of  the  books  and  pajpers^  and  [perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  directed 
by  them ;  viliich  clerk  shall  receive  for  his  services,  such  compensation  as  the  commissioners 
vay  direct,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  moneys  lo  he 
raised  by  loan  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  ^  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners, 
V)  sabmit  their  accounts  annually  to  the  auditors  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  to 
ecamiae  and  report  them  as  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  accounts  <h  the  county 
commissioners. 

Sect.  13.  And  be  itjurthtr  enacted  by  the  authoriif  aforesedd.  That  the  conmisiiooers 

tract  for  buildmg  the  said  Prison,  or  for  fiimishiqg 


aibresaid,  previous  to  makine  any  contract  ^ 

naierials  lor  the  same^  shall  first  give  notice,  by  public  advertisement,  in  two  or  more  of  the 
^h'  papers,  and  continue  the  same  at  least  three  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
taid  materials  on  the  most  economical  terms. 

FREDERICK  SUITH»  Speaker  of  the  House  of  JUpremdatiueB. 
WM.  O.  HAWKINS,  apedker  oftht  eenati. 
Approved,  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thiily- 

GEORGE  WOLF. 

G2 
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til  Bakwwre,*^Th»  new  building  for  the  accommodatioa 
of  nearly  400  conTicto  in  separate  cells  is  occupied,  the  discipline  im- 
proved, and  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  exceed  all  expenses  of  their 
support.  The  amount  of  earnings  above  the  expenses  of  the  establish* 
ment  are  thus  stated  by  the  directors  in  their  annual  report : — **  This 
document  presents  a-  nett  gain  for  the  nine  months  comprising  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  board,  of  $9,639  66,  (or,  inclusive  of  tlie  annual 
i!istalment  on  the  loan  of  1822,  of  $10,639  66.)"  A  loss  of  stock  of 
$5,322  72  in  the  first  quarter,  deducted  from  the  last  sum,  leaves 
$5,316  94,  the  gain  of  the  whole  year,  after  defraying  the  ordinanr 
expenses  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  maintenance  of  the  convicts, 
payments  of  interest  on  loans,  &c.  &c. 

The  new  board  of  directors  have  introduced  the  business  of  weaving 
woollen  goods,  in  the  female  department,  for  the  ^purpose  of  aibrding 
full  occupation  to  the  women.     The  board  say  also,  that, 

"  They  have  not  neglected  the  primary  object  of  the  institution,  the  le&nnaliaB 
•r  criminals.  They  have  devoted  strict  attention  to  regulations  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  discipline,  and  have  been  gratified  by  a  happy  coincidence  of  their  nraltK 
with  their  own  anticipations. 

**  The  fact,  confirmed  by  the  whole  history  of  crime,  that  neglect  of  education  in 
its  relations  to  mental  cultivation  and  the  means  of  procuring  honest  subsistence,  is 
among  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  vice,  early  impressed  upon  the  board  Uie  pro- 
priety of  a  eeneral  system  of  instruction,  which  might  comprehend  the  whole  mas^ 
of  the  ■cooviets.  They  accordingly  caused  them  to  be  arranged  into  elasBet,  suit- 
ably organized  in  regard  to  capacity,  to  be  provided  with  teachers  selected  from 
among  the  most  intelligent  of  the  convicts,  and  furnished  with  the  neceanry  books 
and  means  of  general  education  in  various  departments  appropriate  to  their  respec- 
tive talents.  T%ey  assigned  to  them  the  upper  story  of  the  western  wing  as  a  scbod 
room,  where  they  should  assemble  every  Sabbath  day,  and  devote  all  parts  of  it  not 
jemployed  in  the  usual  religious  exercises,  to  the  pursuit  of  various  useful  attain- 
jnentst  The  whole  beine  under  the  superintendence  of  the  keeper  and  other  cf 
the  officers,  the  utmost  order  and  decorum  prevail,  and  the  steadiness  and  care  with 
wliich  the  object  has  been  pursued,  have  resulted  in  corresponding  improvem«it 

"  Hie  advantages  of  this  regulation  are  not  confined  to  the  tntellectnal  benefits 
derived  from  it  by  the  convicts,  but  are  evinced  in  an  entire  destruction  of  the  Im- 
proper indulgences  and  corrupt  association,  to  which  exemption  from  labor  fixmeriy 
ailbrded  them  more  opportunity  on  Sunday  than  any  other. 

**  The  moral  improvement  of  the  culprit,  and  not  the  venceance  of  the  law,  m 
the  grand  object  or  Prison  discipline,  to  accomplish  which  end  at  the  least  posHble 
expense  to  me  state,  is  the  great  desideratum.  The  experience  of  this  InstitntiaB 
amply  proves,  that  the  prisoners  can  be  so  employed  as  to  ^^^y  the  expenses  of 
the  esteblishment;  and  it  has  recently  been  ascertained,  that,  aner  performing  an 
amount  of  labor  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  their  support,  there  are  large  por- 
tions of  time,  which  must  remain  unemployed,  or  very  iU-empIoyed,  unless  property 
directed  to  pursuits,  which  will  increase  the  intelbctual  powers,  and  thus  prevent 
the  mind  from  sinking  into  apathy,  and  cherishing  the  perverted  conceptions  already 
existing.  The  experiment,  although  imperfectly  tried,  warrants  the  assertion,  that 
convicts  are  not  only  capable  of  intellectual  culture,  but  that  they  gladly  resort  to 
the  means  of  instruction,  as  a  relief  from  corroding  reflections ;  and  that  this  dlvenity 
of  employment,  so  far  fitnn  infringing  upon  the  amount  of  labor,  gives  them  more 
alacrity,  and  consequently  incites  to  greater  industry ;  that  since  the  institution  oi* 
our  school,  there  has  been  less  vice  and  immorality,  and  tluit  the  aspect  of  die  pris- 
oners is  greatly  improved ;  the  dark  scowl  of  despondency  or  desperation  having 
changed  into  the  more  confiding  look  of  hope,  and  the  more  cheerfiil  expression 
ofcontentedjemplojrment.  There  are  now  few  blank,  vacant  visages;  all  exhibit 
the  marin  or  active  thought  We  are  confident,  that  the  only  plan  for  effednaling 
the  dedgns  of  penal  law,  ia  t*  blend  productive  labor  with  useral  education." 

Tbe  crime,  t^e  set,  the  color,  the  nativity,  the  length  of  sentence. 
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the  number  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  and  pardon,  the 
number  of  deaths,  and  the  increase  of  convicts,  are  stated  in  the  note 
below,* 

House  of  Refuge  in  BMmore. — An  act  of  incorporation  has.  been 
obtained  from  the  legislature  for  this  institutioo,  and  its  prospects  in 
regard  to  funds,  and  its  hold  upon  the  public  mind  are  such,  that  great 
expectations  are  cherished  of  its  speedy  establishment,  and  its  ultiaoate 
success. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

New  Penitentiary, — It  is  finished,  and  ready  to  be  occupied. 

VIRGINIA. 

Penitentiary  in  Richmond, — Governor  Floyd  says  in  his  message  of 
December  9,  that  **  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Penitentiary,  herewith  communicated,  the  condition  of  that  Prison 
will  be  found  to  be  much  improved;  and  so  far  as  subsequent  convic- 
tious  warrant  the  belief,  the  late  enactments  have,  aided  by  the  new 
arrangement,  contributed  much  to  the  suppression  of  vice  throughout 
the  state.  For  the  arrangement,  the  neatness,  and  internal  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  much  is  due  to  the  superintendent,  whose  ability, 
attention,  and  judgment^  deserve  the  highest  conunendation." 

GEORGIA. 

Penitentiary  at  MiUedgeviUe. — ^Provision  was  made  by  law  at  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature  for  the  erection  of  as  many  solitary  cells  as 
there  are  convicts.  The  governor  says  in  his  last  message,  *'  Much 
useful  information  h^  been  collected  and  published  by  the  Prison  Disci- 
pline Society  of  Boston.  It  might  be  useful  to  (|irect  the  purchase  of  a 
considerable  number  of  its  Reports." 

TENNESSEE. 

Tke^Neto  Penitentiary  at  Nashville  is  finished  and  occupied.  It  is 
built  on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  WeUiersfield. 

*  For  stealing,  90 ;  for  felony,  8 ;  for  marder,  S ;  for  murder  m  the  second  degree,  1 ; 
for  aasanh  wiUi  utent  to  murder,  and  breaking  out  and  escaping  from  the  Penitentiaiy,  2 ; 
for  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  1 ;  for  manslaughter,  S }  for  nomie-bieftking,  1 ;  for  hone* 
steafing,  4 ;  for  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  2 ;  for  assitult  and  baUery,  1  $  for  attempt  to  coB' 
ciii  rape,  I ;  for  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 }  for  enticing  slaves  to  run  away,  1. 

Whole  number  committed,  1 17 }  of  whom  58  were  white  males,  1  white'  female ;  43  Uaek 
males,  and  15  black  females. 

Of  (he  whole  number  committed,  102  were  Americans,  and  15  foreigners.  Of  the  Aaeri^ 
(am,  83  were  from  Maryland. 

Of  the  sentences,  sixty  were  for  2  years ;  seven  for  3  years ;  seven  for  4  yeass ;  tweiity< 
eight  for  5  years ;  six  for  6  years ;  four  for  7  years  3  one  for  8  years ;  two  for  10  years ;  ooa 
^  15  years ;  and  one  for  25  years. 

Of  lae  whole  number,  75  were  dtschai^red  by  expiration  of  sentence ;  15  by  pardoa ;  and 
13  by  death.  The  number  of  prisooers  at  the  comm—cameni  of  the  year,  was  866;  at  the 
ck»c  of  the  year,  370. 
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KENTUCKY. 

Lii^prisonment  for  Debt — It  has  been  abolished  in  Kentucky  for  niof 
yearSy  and  the  practical  men  acquainted  with  the  former  and  present 
systems,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  their  opinion,  greatly  pre- 
fer the  latter,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  the  slightest  morement  in  the 
public  mind  towards  a  return  to  the  former  system. 

State  Prison  at  Frankfort. — This  institution  is  managed  in  a  man- 
ner peculiar  to  itself.   The  keeper,  Joel  Scott,  takes  it  of  the  state  for  i 
term  of  years,  and  in  his  contract  agrees  to  support  it,  on  condition  of 
receiving  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  and  binding  himsdr 
to  pay  to  the  state  one  half  of  the  excess  of  the  income  above  the  ex- 
penses.    In  five  years  he  has  made,  according  to  his  statement,  several 
thousand  dollars  for  U^e  state  and  himself     A  committee  of  the  legisla- 
ture examined  the  institution^  during  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
and  made  a  favorable  report,  both  in  regard  to  its  finances  and  discipline 
They  found  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  of  $44,227  79;  and 
they  say, ''  The  institution  is  at  this  time  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and 
doing  remarkably  well ;  the  profit  as  reported  is  much  larger  than  our  most 
sanguine  expectations ;  and  the  institution  is  managed  in  that  prompt 
and  energetic  manner,  which  must  ensure  success  and  profit  to  the  state, 
if  not  the  benevolent  purposes  for  which  it  was  originally  instituted.  The 
morals  and  education  of  the  convicts  appear  to  be  under  the  peculiar 
care  of  the  keeper ;  he  has  in  his  employ  persons  who  teach  them,  regu- 
larly, on  each  Sabbath  day,  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  educa- 
tion, morality,  and  religion ;  and,  indeed,  every  thing  that  can  render 
such  miserable  creatures  comfortable  or  happy,  is  done  by  the  keeper." 
The  keeper  mentions  in  his  report,  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
committee,  the  prevalence  of  a  severe  sickness  in  the  Prison  during  the 
year,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  having  a  hospital  in  case  of  another 
similar-  occurrence.   We  give  several  extracts  from  his  report  in  the  note 
below,  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  sickness  ;  the  diminatioa 
in  the  whole  number  of  convicts ;  the  manner  in  which  those  who  ^^ 
inain  are  employed;  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  sentenced;  the 
general  conduct  of  the  prisoners ;  the  state  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  the 
unavailing  effort  to  obtain  sufficient  moral  and  religious  instruction; 
and  the  removal  of  the  deputy  keeper,  to  be  the  principal  keeper  in  the 
new  Penitentiary  in  Tennessee.*  ^ 

*  "  The  fercr  commenced  in  September,  and  piwaUed  aboat  eighty  dayi,  duriu  ^tjick 
time  firora  three  to  rourteen  prisonera  were  prostrate  at  cmce,  and  two  yom^  men  fellVkitni 
of  the  fever.  A  prisoner  aooot  seventy  yrars  old  has  died^  of  a  lin^peruigf  ctedine.  Anotherv 
who  has  been  addicted  to  intemperance  m  the  use  of  intoxicating  lK)uors,  has  cSed  fioia  w 
cause.  A  negro  man,  who  had  long  been  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  liver  and  kidacjr^ 
has  died,  aAor  beinr  confined  about  nine  montlis ;  making  in  all,  five  deaths  siafs  mj 
last  report.  In  concliision  of  this  subject,  permit  roe  to  say,  that  a  hospital  hu  beca  '^ 
great  demand  dming  the  last  year,  particularly  during  the  prevalence  of  tlis  fcvcr.  Ai 
present,  the  prisoners  are  all  well,  except  one  convalescent  man. 


have 

Se|rtei 

ber  is  ninety-two. 

"  They  are  employ^  abe«it  as  flMiowa :— ten  bagginr-spmners ;  three  baggii^weavenj 
six  weaving  broadcloth,  jeans,  and  carpetings;  one  sleigfa-maker ;  one  brash^nker;  v 
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ILLINOIS. 

The  New  PemtaUiary  in  UKwris  is  building  on  a  small  scale,  and 
on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn. 

OHIO. 

The  subject  of  building  a  new  Penitentiary  was  much  agitated,  during 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature  in  Ohio.  The  keeper  of  the  old  Prison 
at  Columbus  made  an  able  report  in  faTor  of  it,  in  which  many  of  the 
evils  of  the  dd  system  are  clearly  stated  as  the  results  of  his  own  expe- 
rience, and  much  of  the  important  information  in  regard  to  the  new 
Penitentiaries  in  the  Eastern  States  was  embodied.  We  give  ci^ious 
extracts  from  this  report,  because  we  deem  it  important  to  preserve  a 
document  which  affords  abundant  encouragement  to  the  state  of  Ohio 
to  build  a  new  Penitentiary,  and  equal  encouragement  to  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society  to  prosecute  its  object  as  in  years  past.* 

sbr«-makcrs }  twelve  wagon  ami  niougli-makcn  ;  sixteen  blacknnitfas ;  five  chair^makcrs  ; 
two  eoopen ;  one  en^neer ;  one  nreman  *,  one  miller ;  ten  batten  ;  four  itrotA-tmrden ;  two 
«<ool-qNnnen ;  two  cioih-dressere ;  six  itoue-cntten ;  and  three  cooki.  The  |iriso&en  are 
iometitnes  &bitlcd  from  one  trade  to  anniher,  as  occasion  requires. 

"During  the  la^t  two  years,  the  convictions  have  been,  for  felooy  (the  pvticalBr 
«fle&ce  not  betn^  named),  3$;  for  bone-stealings,  14;  for  faoosc-hmKiw,  3 :  foriteal- 
intr  »<»«yt  6)  <<»'  swindlmgf  2:  for  manslauirhter,  5j  for  kidnapping,  13  for  passinr 
counterfeit  money,  5  j  for  liousc-buming;  2 ;  for  forgery,  2  5  for  highway  robbeiy,  3 ',  and 
fi>r  mmniing,  I . 

"  The  condaet  of  the  prisoners  has  been  so  good  as  almMt  entirely  to  fUMneda  th^ 
c<Tessity  of  severe  corporeal  punis>kmeot.  I  have  caused  the  nilct  of  the  rriaoa  l»  Im 
printed,  and  have  had  a  copy  posted  up  in  every  cell,  in  order  dnit  the  prisooeit  may  rea^ 
th<Tn,  aaUI  they  arc  perfectly  understood. 

''As  to  the  8ahbath  scliool  for  the  prisonen,  I  found  that  the  benevoleBt  design  of  (he 
uutilutjon  was  defeated,  and  tliat  it  ytm  impossible  to  do  any  good  with  all  the  pri8<NDeffa 
mo&icd  in  the  school  room  at  once.  Therefore  I  held  a  council  wiUi  the  visitinff  eonmt- 
tee,  and  we  agreed  that  it  was  best  to  lock  up  those  who  were  oM,  and  somm  of  those  Most 
advanced  in  Icaming.  At  this  time  about  thirty  of  the  youngest  and  most  illiterate  are 
attending  M^hool,  some  of  tbcm  highly  pleased,  and  leammg  fast.  I  should  be  pleased  if  I 
nnld  iaratm  you  that  the  prisonen  haa  been  well  supplied  with  religions  mslniclion  dnriag 
^  last  year.  My  eflbvis  to  obtain  preaching  so  far  have  boon  unsocces^al,  under  the 
Ptsenl  regulations,  that  I  lie  prisoners  have  not  heard  more  than  fiAcca  or  twenty  sermons 
*|priog  the  last  vcar.  In  remedy  of  this  defect,  I  hope  that  your  wisdom  will  devise  some 
V«ui,  with  whicb  I  shall  most  cheeHbUy  cooperate. 

"  Of  the  other  officers  of  the  Penitentiary,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that  to  thor  dtli- 
?cace  and  skill,  the  credit  of  my  success  is  largely  to  be  ascribed.  I  have  to  regret  the  losa 
<jf  niy  worthv  assistant.  Mr.  John  MelntaA.  «>%o*bas  accepted  the  office  of  keeper  c^  Iho 
Tcoiicssee  Fenttentiarv/' 

Although  I  have  ciTeoted  somo  changes,  which  suggested  themselves  to  me  as  being 
f*^^*  yet,  ui  the  guieral  arrangement  and  pr6»ecutioa  of  business,  I  have  bees  com- 


,  -  ^^  ...^.^w  change  in  the  re^ilts  of  the  jtrttent  .. — . ....     ......  «w~^,«^^.... 

"^^9^  spon  me,  not  only  from  pen»oQal  experience  in  the  affairs  of  thi^.  but  from  an  exami 
"i^twa  of  th^  rep<Mrts  of  other  Prisons,  of  similar  construction,  iu  which  are  to  be  found  nearly 
tjlf^  ffcaaral  outlines  of  management, 
tue  auaber  of  sick  constantly  m  the  hospital  from  tho  £r8t  of  March  imtil  the  latter  part 


/^  Uie  night  of  the  eighth  of  October,  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  roof  of  one  of  Ihe 
^  in  the  middle  yard  <?the  Prison.  Before  we  were  able  to  stop  the  fire,  nearly  all  the 
m^k*7  ^lonit  (HT  torn  down.  The  probability  is.  that  it  was  communicated  by  a  slow 
'"^B;  laat  had  been  well  timed,  and  set  by  some  01  the  prisonen. 
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We  have  now  finished  the  notice  which  we  proposed  to  take  of  the 
progress,  daring  the  last  year,  of  Prison  Discipline. 

In  Tiew  of  what  has  been  done,  Me  feel  grateful,  and  determined  lo 
persevere. 

In  regard  to  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  by  the  laws  which  have  been 
passed  in  a  single  year,  in  all  probability,,  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
THOUSAND  PERSONS  wiU  be  saTed  from  imprisonment  for  small  debts. 
By  these  laws,  persona]  liberty,  public  morals,  and  common  humanity, 
are  in  some  measure  relieved ;  but  while  so  many  a^e  saved  from  im- 
prisonment, let  us  not  forget  the  far  greater  number  who  will  be  incar- 
cerated in  those  states  where  no  such  laws  have  been  passed,  and  where 
the  remedy  is  applied  only  in  a  small  degree. 

In  regard  to  our  State  Prisons,  we  can  now  begin  to  look  upon  many 
of  them  with  complacency,  a.s  places  of  separation  at  night,  supervision, 
silence,  order,  neatness,  hard  labor,'  economy,  and  good  government  : 

"  Tfl  had  been  clothed  with  authority,  T  am  persuaded  that  I  should  not  have  acted  «ith 
ci  due  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  state,  in  causing- to  be  erected  permanent  shops  opon  the 
prcscut  hmitcd  nound-work.  It  is  entirely  loo  contracted  to  admit  of  buildings  sumcicnll? 
mr^e,  for  even  use  jircseut  number  of  prisoners ;  it  is  therefore  evident  that  uc  increa&ed, 
and  rapidly  incrcasmff,  number  of  convicts,  requires  lliat  cither  the  present  yard  be  extended. 
cr  that  a  new  Prison  oe  erected. 

"  Of  this  Prison  it  may  be  positively  asserted,  as  well  r.s  of  all  ethers  in  ivhich  the  practice 
of  lodpnr  a  number  toother  at  night  is  establislied,  that  refonr.allou  is  impossible.  Ai 
soon  might  you  expect  to  turn  from  his  wanderings  an  unfortunate  youtii,  by  introducui|^ 
him  into  the  companionship  of  a  den  of  thieves,  as  into  a  Pcuitent'arv  m  wliich  opporttinitic* 
for  social  intercourse,  either  by  day  or  night,  is  admitted.  The  old  offender  t^cs  deli£hi 
in  relating  lo  iiis  compjuildn^  biS  ca!:?!:!^  devices,  his  daring  exploits,  and  his  haiibrcadih 
escapes ;  and  the  young,  ever  ready  to  seize  upon  the  marvellous,  rather  than  to  nurtarr 
wholesome  maxims,  commit  to  memory  lessons  of  depravity,  as  the  foundation  of  their 
practice  and  future  destiny.  It  has  been  very  justly  observed,  that '  our  Penitentiaries  are 
6o  many  schools  of  vice.  They  are  so  many  seminaries  to  impart  lessons  and  maxims  cal- 
xrulated  to  banish  legal  restraint,  moral  consideration,  pride  oi  character,  and  sclf-r^ard 
They  have  their  watch- words,  their  technical  terms,  tlicir  peculiar  language,  and  thrtr 
causes  and  objects  of  emulation;  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious  observer  of  human  nature,  ac- 
quatnted  with  (he  internal  police  of  our  Prisons,  to  suggest  a  school  vtikerc  the  couunitmem 
of  the  most  pernicious  crimes  can  be  taught  with  the  most  etlect ;  could  he  select  a  plan  niorv 
fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  results,  than  the  iudiscritninate  society  of  knaves  and  vil!ab>» 
of  ail  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt?'  '  It  in  in  the  cells  that  every  right  principle  is  eradicated, 
and  every  base  one  instilled.  They  are  nurseries  of  crime  where  the  convict  is  furuisbed 
with  the  expedients  and  shiAs  of  guilt,  and,  with  his  invention  sharpened,  be  is  lei  Ioobc  upua 
society  in  a  ten-fold  degree  a  more  daring,  desperate,  and  eficcliye  villain  !' 

"  Of  the  reformatory  character  of  those  Prisons  in  which  solitary  confiucroent  at  niehi 
forms  a  part  of  the  system,  much  gratifving  intelligence  has  been  communicated.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  Auburn  Prison,  the  Prison  Oiscipliue  Society  remark :  '  At  Auburn  we  have  a 
more  beautiful  example  still,  of  what  may  be  done  by  proper  discipline  in  a  Prison  wi  U 
conslnictjcd.  It  is  not  possible  to  descril>o  the  pleasure  which  we  feci  in  contem{>1ating  th.> 
noble  institution.  Witn  this  plan  of  building,  and  the  system  of  discipline  and  instnictkm 
introduced  at  Auburn,  the  great  evils  of  the  Penitentiary  system  are  remedied.'  A  com- 
parative advaatage  of  the  new  Prisons,  or  those  of  solitary  continement  at  higfat.  with  ri^nJ 
discipline  and  hard  labor  during  the  day,  over  (hose  conclucted  upon  the  old  plan,  may  b? 
scpn  in  a  brief  reference  lo  the  rt»committnents.  They  arc, '  in  the  New  York  Penitcntiarr, 
almost  one  to  two ',  in  the  state  Prison  in  New  York  city,  almost  one  to  four  }  in  PhiladcJ- 
phia  Penitentiary,  in  1817,  more  than  one  to  three ;  in  the  New  Hampshire  and  Aubum 
Penitentiaries,  the  recommitments  are  less  tlian  one  to  twenty.  In  New  Yorit  city,  thry 
boast  of  having  one  or  more  prisoners  from  Aubum ;  and  a  police  officer  in  the  vidnitv, 
testifies  that  they  do  not  get  one  from  Aubnm,  where  tlicy  get  ten  from  other  Prisons.'  CC 
the  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  convicts  in  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  fifteen  have  been  recom- 
mitted 'f  aud  we  have  heard  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  wlio  have  left  this  Prison,  being  in  the 
Indiana,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  Pittsbm^  Prisons.  In  1827,  the  Aubum  Prison  coctaiacd 
five  hundred  and  seventy  convicts,  of  whom  only  seventeen  were  in  a  second  time. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  the  instilling  of  moral  and  rcKgious  sentimeiits  into  Iht 
minds  of  Prisoners,  during  the  hours  of  relaxation  from  labor  is,  und<»-  favorable  circura- 


8B  SIXTH  RRPORT — 1831.  5W 

and,  connected  with  all  these  improYemcnts,  we  see,  in  each  of  the  re- 
Ibrmed  PnsoDS,  the  Bible,  the  resident  chaplain,  the  chiqpel,  the  Sabbath 
school,  the  private  admonition,  counsel  and  instruction ;  in  one  word,  in 
some  good  degree,  what  we  may  suppose  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would 
require  a  community,  calling  itself  Christian,  to  make  its  Prisons. 

In  regard  to  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvemie  Delinquents  ^  our  country 
has  given  a  noble  example  to  other  nations.  The  Houses  of  Refuge  in 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  have  constantly  under  their  pater- 
nal roofs  almost  five  hundred  youth  and  children.  How  incalculs^ble 
must  be  the  good,  in  a  course  of  years,  resulting  from  this  most  noble 
charity !  We  should  deem  it  an  object  worthy  of  a  life,  to  add  another 
to  the  number  of  these  institutions.  That  in  Baltimore  we  hope  soon 
to  see  in  operation. 

In  regard  to  our  County  Prisons^  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  reform;  and  we  freely  acknowledge,  that  we  have  no  heart 
to  pull  down  the  old  county  Prisons  and  build  greater,  while  the  princi- 

r^aces,  prodactive  of  pcrccptU>Ie  and  lasting^  good.  Hard,  indeed,  must  be  the  heart  of 
that  xuukf  who,  in  his  eioomy  cell,  vtiih  no  other  monitor  but  his  Bible  and  his  conscience^ 
would  not  receive,  wiu  thankfulness,  the  visits  and  admonitions  of  a  pious  fnend.  The 
worthy  individual  wfaoj  for  some  time  past,  has  acted  in  a  ministerial  capacity  in  this  insti- 
totioD,  still  continues  his  laudable  endeavors  to  impart  to  the  prisoners  beneficial  instructioa. 
KaA  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  the  zeal  which  he  evinces  in  the  cause  of  reformation, 
aod  his  devout  endeavors  to  secure  to  his  uAfortunate  auditors  an  eternal  welfare,  should 
not  be  accompanied  with  corresponding  ^ood.  But  how  can  it  be  qthen^'lsc,  than  Inat  that 
^cm  of  discipline  which  fails  to  restrain  men  in  their  evil  propensities  towards  the  com- 
muuity,  should  ue  cquallv  inoperative  in  euforcing  upon  them  an  obedience  to  the  positi\re 
cQcimands  of  their  God  7 

'*  The  number  of  prisoners  received  ra  this  institution  during  the  past  year,  is  seventy- 
^ ',  the  average  length  of  whose  sentence  is  five  years,  and  for  the  prosecution  and  trans- 
portation of  whom,  there  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  seven  thousand  dollars.  At  the 
lerminatiMi  of  the  coming  five  years,  there  will  be,  in  all  probability,  four  hundred  prisoners, 
allowing  that  each  one  is  made  to  serve  out  the  full  period  of  his  sentence.  Of  this  namber, 
vAy  one  hundred  could  be  kept  at  employ  in  the  present  Prison,  if  the  work -shops  were 
mia  erected  to  their  full  size ;  leaving  a  balance  of  three  hundred  men  to  be  schooled  in 
iOMDess  aod  villany,  at  an  enormous  expense  to  the  stfite. 

"  Will  it  be  saia,  that,  to  avoid  the  evils  attending  a  crowded  state  of  the  prisoners,  the 
covcrnor  wil!,  as  he  has  heretofore  l>ecn  compelled  to  do,  for  the  same  cause,  pardon  them? 
The  pardoning  power  has  been  so  exercised  as  to  limit  the  average  sentence  to  less  than  two 
ytan.  Four  niths  ^  those  who  enter  the  Prison  are  destitute  of  trades.  For  the  scventy- 
Jix  prisoners  received  the  last  year,  as  has  been  bcfcrc  obser\'cd,  was  paid  57,000.  Add 
to  this  sum  the  amount  necessary  for  the  payment  of  oflicers;  for  the  furnishing  of 
^aals,  clothes,  and  fuel  for  the  convicts ;  and  every  thing  necessary  to  keep  them  in  cm- 
ploy  and  security ;  compel  them  to  leom  trades,  at  which  they  shall  work  during  the  day 
ooly ;  pardon  them  at  the  exjMration  of  two  years  j  and  what  amoimt  can  it  be  expected 
the)'  wJl  have  earned  for  the  state  t. 

*•  A  few  remarks  as  regards  the  pccunia^'  afTairi  of  the  Prisons  of  some  of  the  other 
!*«ies.  In  thirty-six  years  after  its  commencement,  the  Connecticut  Prison,  whose  number 
of  convicts  has  never  exceeded  one  hundred,  was  an  expense  to  the  slate  of  5214,fill  38  ; 
avcrasbg  yearly  near  56,000.  '  Li  1817,  '18,  and  '19,  the  average  expense  was  512,192 
anaaaJly.'  '  In  iHc  state  Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  total  expense  to  llie  state  in  lH-enty 
years,  from  1803  to  1823,  was  5381,302  32.'  *  ti  five  different  years,  during  this  period, 
^  expenses  were  ^30,000  or  more,  each  year  j  nearly  equal  to  the  annual  expense  of  the 
P«hBc  schools  in  Boston,  in  yAac\x  arc  instructed  .ah<)ul  seven  thousand  children.'  The 
innnal  expense  of  the  New  Jersey  state  Prison,  containing  an  average  of  seventy  prisoDe**9, 
B  ahoat  54/100.  This  Prison  is  situated  a  mile  from  the  capital  of  the  state,  upon  the  Dela- 
ware river,  thirty  miles  from  Philadelphia :  and  is  afforded  with  every  facihy  to  pro«cure 
nnw  materials,  and  for  the  exportation  of  ner  manufactured  articles.  Yet  of^this  Prison, 
*e  governor  of  ?f  ew  Jersey,  in  his  late  message,  remarks  :  '  It  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  no 
Matennily  or  effort  will  enable  the  establishment  to  support  itseff  upon  the  present  plan.' 
'hi  the  oki  county  Prison  id  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  state  Prison,  it  is  undentood  that  the 
uooal  expense  is  about  $30,000*  The  old  Prison  at  Newgate  (Connecticut)  cost  the  state 
auMully,  for  ten  yean  previous  to  its  abandonmt*nt,  $o,¥iO ;  while  the  new^  T'i^^ji^ 

43* 


WetbeisSeld  has  produced  53^220,  for  the  last  year,  above  cvot^  expeos^— naking  a  dip 


510  PRISON  DISCIPLINE   SOCIXTT.  94 

pal  canse  of  any  such  necessity  arises  from  the  fact,  that  aboat  three  to 
one  of  all  the  persons  committed  in  them  are  for  debt,  and  about  two 
thirds  of  these  are  for  debts  under  twenty  dollars,  and  from  one  half  to 
two  thirds  of  the  whole  number,  on  writ,  without  judge,  jury,  or  witne.«7. 
The  country  at  large  does  not  appear  to  be  disposed  to  enlarge  its  county 
Prisons,  and  adopt  the  improved  principles  of  Prison  discipline,  viz.  soli- 
tary confinement,  rigid  discipline,  and  hard  labor,  and  this,  too,  at  a 
great  expense,  for  the  sake  of  persons  incarcerated  for  small  debts.  The 
public  opinion  of  the  country,  and  the  legislation  of  the  country,  so  far  as 
we  are  able  to  judge,  are  tending  to  a  different  result,  as  the  laws  of  the 
last  winter  sufficiently  prove.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  county  Prisons 
are  delivered  in  any  reasonable  measure  from  poor  debtors,  imprisoned 
for  small  sums,  especially  on  mesne  process,  we  shall  see  what  needs  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  altering,  enlarging,  or  rebuilding  county  Prisons. 
But  it  appears  to  be  a  great  waste  to  expend  time  and  money  in  building 
new  and  large  county  Prisons,  for  the  accommodation  of  those,  many  of 

feifnce  to  the  state  of  S\l£f9 ;  which  ia  three  years  xnR  defray  the  whole  es|>ciise  of  Ixiild- 
ing  the  new  Prison.'  '  Tne  Prison  at  Aabum,  daring  the  last  year,  with  five  handred  and 
•evenw  inmates  at  its  close,  earned  for  the  state,  after  deducting everyespcBae,  $^^Xi6  97/ 

"  The  amount  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  support  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  since  its 
establishment,  is  5167,000;  the  institution  is  now  in  debt  54,000;  which,  added  to  the  fint 
sum,  makes  1171,000,  with  which  the  institution  stands  charged.  As  an  oflQiet  to  this 
ebaige,  may  be  placed  510,000  in  debto,  tho  full  amount  of  what  the  $IB,(K0,  doe  the  insti- 
ttttion,  is  actually  worth :  tools  and  machinery  to  the  amount  of  $^fM) ;  raw  materials  oi 
hand,  to  the  amount  of  52,800;  manufactured  articles,  55.000;  labor  on  die  canal,  55.OOO. 
The  amegate  of  the^e  sums,  deducted  from  the  5171,000,  leaves  a  balance  against  the 
establishment  of  ^14^,700.  The  fiAoen  years  which  the  Prison  has  been  ia  opcniioB. 
divided  into  the  whole  sum  which  stands  to  its  charge,  will  exhibit  an  annual  ezpendteire  or 
59^*^3  dollars.  The  difference  between  this  amount  and  the  \'ariocis  rcportea  amoonts,  is 
j>n»ably  owmg  to  the  difference  between  the  estimated  value  of  the  manufactorcd  aiticles, 
and  the  [nices  tor  which  they  have  been  sold ;  and  to  the  improvements  which  have  been  made 
irom  time  to  time,  not  being  taken  into  this  account,  as  the  establishment  cannot  be  con- 
sidered worth  more  now  than  at  its  beginning.  Are  there  any  who  still  persist  in  the  belief 
that  the  Ohio  Penitentiaxy  can  be  made  to  support  itself?  Admit,  for  a  moment,  that  tJic 
labor  of  each  tMrisoner  can  be  made  to  defray  the  costs  of  hts  prosecution  and  ddiveir  at 
the  Prison,  and  all  the  expense  attending  his  confinement,  can  the  one  hundred  who  are  kept 
in  employ,  be  expected  to  support,  in  addition  to  themselves,,  the  sixty-five  who  must  be 
nourished  in  idleness  7  It  will  be  discovered,  from  this  statement,  that  Ohio  has.  on  an 
tiverue,  from  the  commencement  of  the  institution  until  the  present  time,  expended  ncariy 
510,000  annually.  Admitting  that  crime  continues  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  population,  we  must  expect  to  expend,  for  the  coming  five  or  ten  years,  fitnn  ten  to 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  each  year,  for  support,  repairs,  ice.  The  question  that  will  suggcit 
itself  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body,  is.  Will  it  be  policy  for  Ohio  to  con- 
tinue to  expend  this  sum  for  the  support  of  an  institution,  that  evidenUy  lends  to  make  a 
great  portion  of  our  convicts  worse  men  than  they  were  at  the  time  of  entering  the  Prison  t 
or  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  expend,  ui  one  year,  $30fi00,  the  labor  ofthc  conincts. 
and  the  debts  due  the  institution,'and  build  a  Prison  that  would  be  sufficient  to  codtaia  five 
hundred  prisoners,  and  one  where  that  discipline  could  be  introduced,  which  would  not  ooij 
free  society  finom  the  depredations  of  the  convict  while  in  Prison,  bat  one  thai  would  have 
a  beneficial  effect  upon  him  afler  beuig  discharged  ? 

"  For  a  more  minute  and  satisfactory  description  of  the  plan  upon  which  the  Wetbersfitki 
and  Auburn  Prisons  are  constructed,  together  with  their  internal  police  and  general  maaace- 
ment,  I  ber  leave  to  refer  the  legislature  to  the  reports  of  thbse  Pnsons,  and  to  the  iavaloaMe 
reports  of  the  Prison  Discioline  Society,  wlrase  labors  give  promise  of  more  good,  in  cstab- 
lisbng  a  perfect  system  of  Prison  government,  than  has  been  derived  from  any  olho' sourer ; 
also  to  the  letter  of  Judge  Powers,  former  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  which  was  read  » 
»  'S^?^*^**'^  °^  Pennsylvania,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  meabcn :  wiih 
all  of  which  we  have  been  kin<fly  furnished. 

'*  There  were,  on  the  first  of  March,  147  prisoners.  There  have  been  received,  since  that 
tiflM,  67 :  dtscharxed  by  expiration  of  sentence,  10 :  by  pardon,  S5 ;  escaped,  4 :  IcaviK 
ID  the  Prison,  tbelWi  of  November,  1830, 165.        *    -"  "^  ••^'  ^ 

**  Cobmbtu,  Dec.  8, 1890.  B.  LEONARD,  Kttpee  O.  P." 
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whom  public  opinion  and  the  laws  are  likely  so  soon  to  relieve  in  another 
way.  If  persons  can  be  found  disposed  to  do  it,  we  envy  not  their  be- 
nevolence, or  the  happiness  and  utility  resulting  from  it.  To  illustrate 
this  idea  :  A, county  Prison,  properly  constructed  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  persons  saved  from  imprisonment, 
in  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  a  single  year,  by  the  very  brief  and  small 
law  of  the  last  winter,  prohibiting  the  imprisonment  of  persons  for  less 
than  $90,  would  cost,  probably,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
doQars.  The  interest  on  this  sum  would  not  only  pay  as  much  as  has 
been  heretofore  paid  in  consequence  of  the  old  process  of  collecting, 
bat  probably  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts ;  for  it  is  a  fact,  proved 
by  the  records  of  all  the  Prisons,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  all  the 
lawyers  and  sheriffs  whom  wc  have  consulted,  that  in  a  very  small  pro- 
]K)rtion  of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  is  any  thing  paid  :  and  a 
great  proportion  of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  is  for  small  debts.  We 
shall  therefore  labor  for  the  present  to  prevent  the  imprisonment  of  per- 
sons, at  least  for  small  debts,  rather  than  labor  to  enlarge  or  rebuild  the 
county  Prisons,  for  their  solitary  confinement  and  more  severe  discipline. 

In  regard  to  Asylums  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics,  Massachu- 
5etts  has  taken  the  lead,  in  this  new  department  of  benevolence;  New 
York  is  preparing  to  follow  the  example ;  and  we  are  confident,  that 
nothing  is  necessary  to  cause  a  beautiful  sisterhood  of  these  needful  in- 
stitutions, but  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  proving  their  necessity. 

In  regard  to  EstabHshments  for  the  Pauper  Population,  particularly 
ff  large  Cities,  we  believe  many  important  principles  concerning  their 
construction,  discipline,  employment,  and  instruction,  have  been,  and 
may  be,  derived  from  the  improved  Prisons. 

In  view  of  the  whole  field  of  lablMr  fairly  embraced  by  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society,  it  is  large  enough,  and  sttfficiefitly  interesting,  to  enr 
courage  patient  and  persevering  labor  loithout  deviation  or  despondency 

Thanking  th^  Lord,  therefore,  for  the  mercies  of  the  last  year,  we 
consecrate  ourselves  anew  to  his  service,  in  this  department  of  benevo 
lence. 
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FHJ3CS  WATLANP, 
IZSrVf  EBWARD6^ 
AL052D  PGTTEHL 
PETEKO.  THACHEB, 
FHA^fCIS  C.  GR.iT. 
EDVAAD  TCCKEBMAN, 
LUTHER  rDOOaCE, 
EDWJJU>  BEECHES. 


RTFITS  AHDCKSON, 
iAKE9  XEAXS, 
DA?rrEL  ^AFTOSD, 
JARED  CUKTIS^ 


ASA  RAXD> 
HEXRT  HILL. 
DA.X1EL  XOTES. 
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CHASLES  CLETELA^TD, 
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JackMn,  I^trick  T. 
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T«a  lUnmeUltr,  Stepben 

Ap'^Mwfif  gawioci 
AfiyMCiwifff  fl&nttt\  T. 
VNMMy^  Iwn^aniiii 
*f/1itmbeH*tn,  RiebaM 
l^b,  Nathaniel  R. 
KIM,  Hntmtf!^  A. 
Urnff  Vnnfi§  C. 
OfHAfitoaf,  ionathan,  by  a 

Hubbard,  8aiBU«l 


Lowell,  Jobn 
MunaoD,  Isacl 
*PhiIllpa,  Waiiam 
PreacoO,  WiUiam 
Shattnck,  George  C. 
Tapiian,  John 
Ticknor,  Geom 
Tackennan,  £lward 
Ward,  Artemaa 
White,  Stephen 
Willis,  Nathaniel 
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Snitb,  Pteter 
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LIFE   MEMBERS, 
BT  TBB.  PAYMENT  OF   THIRTY   DOLLAKS   AWD   UPWA&DS. 


Albany,  JT.  V. 
Delavan,  Edward  C. 
HopkiDS,  Samuel  M. 
Norton,  John  C. 

Andocer,  Mass. 
Cornelius,  Elias 
Edwards,  Justin 
Porter,  Ebenez^r 
Woods,  Leonard 

Bath,  JV.  H, 
Sutherland,  David,  by 
Ira  Goodale 

Bedford,  JV.  Y. 
*Jay,  John 
Jay,  William 

Beverly. 
Oliphant,  David 

Boston. 
Beecher,  Edward 
Beecher,  Lyman 
Bowdoin,  James 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Cobb,  Richard 
Codman,  Catharine 
Codman,  Charles  R. 
Dwight,  Edmund 
Eliot,  WilUam  H. 
( jmy,  John  C. 
Grpen,  Gardiner 
CireeD,^amae] 
Hill,  Henry 
Homer,  George  J. 
*JoQes,  John  Coffin 
Lowell,  Charles 
Lawrence,  Abbot 
Marvin,  T.  R. 
McL«an,  Ann 
Otis,  Harrison  Gray 
Parker,  Ebenezer 
Parkman,  Francis 
Potter,  Alonzo 
Rand,  Asa 
Randall,  John 
Ropes,  William 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Vose,  Thomas 
Warren,  John  C. 
^'ist^lesworth,  Thomas 
Wjnthrop,  Thomas  L. 
Wisner,  Benjamin  B. 
Worthington,  William 

Brooklyn,  JY.  Y. 
Carrol,  D.  L. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Qoincy,  iodSti 


Canandaigua,  A".  Y. 
Eddy,  Ansel  G. 

catskui,  a:  F. 

Cooke,  Thomas  B. 
Day,  Orrin 

Charleston,  S.  C. 
Bethune,  G.  W. 
Coming,  Jasper 

Charlestown,  Mass. 
Curtis,  Jared 

Dancers,  Mass. 
Cowles,  George 
Oakes,  Caleb 

Dorchester,  Mass. 
Codman,  John 

Geneva,  AT.  Y. 
•Axtell,  Henry 

Gloucester,  Mass. 
Jewett,  David,  by 
a  lady 

Hampton,  A".  H. 
'  Harris,  Roswell 

Haverhill,  Mass. 
Keely,  George 
Phelps,  Dudley 

Ipswich,  Mass. 
Kimball,  David 

Marblehead,  Mass 
Hooper,  Nathaniel 
Reed,  William 

Milton,  Mass. 
Tucker,  Nathaniel 

^etobury,  Mass. 
Wright,  Henry  C. 

JVetoburyport,  Mass. 

Banister,  William  B. 

Bartlett,  William 

•Brown,  Moses 

Dimmick,  Luther  F. 

Proudfit,  John 

By  a  donation  in  books  from 
Charles  Whipple,  tocon- 
stitute  the  following  per- 
sons Life  Members. 

Davis,  Mary  A. 

Greenleaf,  Mary  C. 

Hodge,  Mary  D. 

Thompson,  Sarah 

AVto  Haven,  Conn. 
Brewster,  James 


JVew  York  City. 
Allen,  Stephen 
Brewster,  Joseph 
Broadhead,  Dr. 
^Chambers,  William 
Cox,  Samuel 
Eastbom,  Mantor 
Falconer,  Archibald 
How,  Fisher 
Hedges,  Timothy 
Mason,  Cyrus  W. 
McAuley,  Thomas 
Milnor,  James 
Patton,  William 
Ferrit,  Pelatiah 
Schroeder,  J.  F. 
Stevens,  J.  C. 
Spring,  Gardiner 
Tappan,  Arthur 
Yarick,  Richard 
Woolsey,  William  W. 

Peterboro*,  JV.  Y. 
Smith,  Gerrit 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Allen,  Solomon 
Carey,  Matthew 
Henry,  Alexander 

Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Newton,  Edward  A. 

Poughkeepsie,  JV.  Y. 
Cuyler,  Cornelius 

Salem,  Mass. 
Cleveland,  J.  P. 
Emerson,  Brown   ' 
Williams,  William 
Worcester,  Zervia  F. 

Schenectady,  JV.  Y. 
Smith,  Peter 

Thamaston,  Me. 
Rose,  Daniel 

Troy,  JV.  Y. 
Tucker,  Mark 

Utiea,  JV.  F. 
Lansing,  D.  C. 
Stocking,  Samuel 
Varick,  Abraham 

West  Haverhill,  Mass. 
Cross,  Abijah 

WiUiamstoum,  Mass. 
Griffin,  Edward  D. 

Wiscasset,  Ms, 
Hooker,  Edward  W. 
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From  June  1,  1830,  i0  June  1,  1831. 


AAtuui,  J.  B.  ie.  U. 
Bakar,  Oanjn 
DickiMon,  Edward 
Uumphrev,  Htmui 
iaelf ,  E.  B. 

jAvtam,  M  r. 
MUb,  Henry 
Pmjo,  E. 

Sejmour,  JanuN  S. 
Sojmour,  James  8. 
Smitli,  B.  C.  b/  offieoM  of 

the  Priaon» 
Spencer,  S. 
ilteelo,  Richard 

Andnmr,  Maas. 
GontributioDt, 
Abbott,  Sarah 
Andorer, 
Badgor,  M. 
Cooper,  Margaret 
Farrar,  Samuel 
^fevrman,  Mark 

Jiugwfta,  Me. 
Tappan,  Denjamia 

Bridg99trtt  Con*. 
Beach,  Jamea  E. 
Caah 

Hall.  Jteiah  B. 
Hewitt,  Nathaniel 
Uubbel.  Joaiah 
Lyon,  A. 
:lterlinf ,  S.  &  G. 
^Jtorling,  XJarid 

Baltimore,  Md, 
Armstrong,  Jamej 
Bixler,  David 
Buyd,  I.  k,  Co. 
Breckenridge,  John 
Urowo,  John  W. 
Brown,  Jarria 
Brnna,  F.  W^. 
Carroll,  James 
Carroll,  Harry  D.  G. 
Colt,  R.  L. 
Crawford,  U.  &.  W. 
Cuahing,  Joseph 
Dawson,  BobMt 
Donations,  sundry 
F.llieot,  A.  k.  I. 
Fisher,  Martyn 
Forman,  Joanoa 
Fowler,  S.  L. 
Preixe,  O.  R. 
Gouldor,  R. 
HaU,  T.  W. 
Harrison,  W.  G. 
Howard,  James 
Howe-,  Samuel 
Hudson,  D.  W. 
JanTier.Thomaii 
Keerl,  George  IL 
Lilley,  Alonzo 
Maybow.  W.  &.  Co. 
McDowell,  George 
MeDonaM.  William 
Mastaer,  8.  Ac  W. 
MeKim,  W.  D. 
Mowton, 
Owens,  Jo»pk 
Flffnal,E. 
Ptvltney,  Evan 


Reynolds.  William 
Ruderstem,  John  M. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Sellman,  James  C. 
Shaitz,  I.  k,  Co. 

3 

I 

2 

s 

Tyerson,  Isaac 
Wilson,  J. 

2 

2 

2 

VV7man,Cobb,&Co. 

2 

4  75 

1 

Bo^iton. 

3 

Annual  Meeting  contribu- 

2 

tion 

58  27 

30 

Balance  from  old  itccount  368  50 

Adams,  Chester 

2 

30 

Adams,  William 

2 

■J 

Adamsi,  Z. 

a 

Appletoo,  Nathan 

90 

Apploton,  Samoel 

100 

Anderson,  Rufus 

3 

10 

Andrews,  E.  T. 

3 

I 

Badlam,  Stephen 
Baocrolt,  Jaco'j 

3 

« 

2 

> 

Bartlett,  Lovi 

n 

J 

licochor,  Edward 

5 

2 

Dlanchard,  Josihua  P. 

3 

.» 

Blasland,  William 

2 

Brewster,  Osmvn 

4 

Brooks,  Potcr  0. 

20 

** 

Brown,  Nathaniel 

3 

Brown,  Charles 

2 

Bumstead,  Josiaii  I**. 

10 

2 

Bunutcod,  Joj.  F. 

5 

1 

Bumstead,  Josiah 

6 

1 

Bu^Hpy,  Benjamin 

100 

S 

Butlor,  James 

9 

50 

Channin;;,  Walter 

3 

50 

Clapp,  Joshua 

o 

\ 

Cubb,  Nathaniol.R. 

luo 

ii 

Cuntributiona  in  ReT.  Mr. 

Malcom's  Chnrcli 

2fi  83 

Cornel io9,  Elias 

2 

.1 

Cumminff4,  Daniel 

3 

4 

Cutler,  Pliny 

10 

« 

Curtis,  Charles  P  '  . 

3 

2 

Daua,  Ephraim 

2 

2 

Danicll,  Otii 

2 

3 

Daviii,  Thomas  A. 

2 

2 

Derby,  Elizabeth 

5 

Doane,  G.  W. 

20 

3 

D  wight,  Edmund 

3J 

.S 

Edwards,  Henry 

3 

2 

Edwards,  Henry 
Eliot,  Samuel  A. 

10 

TO 

2 

Emerson,  G.  B. 
Eustis,  W.  T. 

3 

3tt 

2 

3 

Evarts,  Jeremiah 

2 

2 

Fairbanks  &  Loring 

4 

3 

Fairchild,  Joy  H. 

3 

3 

Fl&gg,  Josiah 
Fletober,  Richard 

5 

a 

3 

2 

Gilbert.  Samuel 
Graj,  Francis  C. 

3 

9 

70 

3 

Grant,  Moses 

2 

2 

Greene,  David 

3 

3 

Green,  Nathaniel 

3 

S 

Greenloaf,  J.  by  a  Friend 

90 

3 

Groeveoor,  Lemuel  P. 

2 

2 

Orosvenor,  C.  P.  part  of 

3 

the  eontribution  at  the 

\ 

9 

Annual  Meeting 

10 

3 

Gulliver,  John 

3 

9 

Gurney,  Nathan 

3 

2 

Hadfoy,  Charlee 
Halo,  Enoch 

9 

30 

9 

9 

Haskell,  Amos 

9 

9 

Haskell,  Andrew 

9 

9 

HaskolL  Edward 
Head,  George  £. 

9 

3 

3 

Hill,  Henry 
Hobart,  Albert 
Homes,  Henry 
Homes,  Homy 
Homer,  G.  J. 
Howard,  Beojamio 
How,  HaU  J. 
How,  James 
How,  James 
Hubbard,  Bamnel 
Hubbard,  Samuel 
Hubbard,  W.  i. 
Jackson,  Ward 
Jackson,  Charles 
Jackson,  James 
Jackson,  P.  T. 
Jackson,  L. 
Johnson,  Samuel 
Lawrence,  Amoa 
I.<ee,  Ann 
Lincoln,  Ensign 
Lincoln,  Ueman 
Loring,  Barnabas  T. 
Loriug,  0.  G. 
Lorios,  Josiah 
Low,  Isaiah 
Lowell,  Charles 
Manning,  William 
Manrin,  T.  R. 
Moans,  James 
Mears,  Elijah 
Munroe,  fiSdmund 
Monroe,  Edmund 
Munson,  Israel 
Newell,  Mootfoosery 
Ntckols,Thaddens 
Noyes,  Daniel 
Nuyes,  Daniel 
Odiorne,  G«orp 
PalfroT,  J.  G. 
Ab 
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Parker,  M.  8. 
Perkins,  Benjamin 
Pierpont.  John 
.Potter,  Alonzo,  by 
W.  B.  Rcynolcb 
Prescott,  William 
Rand,  Asa 

Reynolds,  William  B. 
Reynolds,  Edward 
Richer Json,  J.  C. 
Robbiiis,  Chandler 
Rogers,.  Edmund 
Russell,  Aaron 
Saffbrd^aniei 
Sawia,E. 
Scttdder.  Charles 
Shattuck,  G.  C. 
Stone,  William  W. 
Sulliran,  John 
Sullivan,  John  W. 
Swett,  Samuel  G. 
Stoddard,  Charles 
Stoddard,CharI«« 
Sumner,  Bradford 
Tappan,  Charles 
Tappan,  Charles 
Tappan,  John 
Tappah,  John 
Tappan,  John 
Tenney,  Samuel 
Thaeher,  Peter  O. 
Tioknor.  George 
Train,  Samoel 
Train,  Samoel 
Tnekerman,  Edward 
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TwomUy, . 
Viiial,  Otia 


AtozAiider 


9 
9 
9 
1 

a 

9 
9 

70 
9 
9 
5 
9 

]0 
9 

30 
9 

10 
5 
9 
9 
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Walkar,  Em 
Warn,  Hark 
Warren,  lUclMird 
Wateraton,  Robert 
WUie,  Btophra 
Wbitiof ,  marcos 
Wiggteswonh,  Edward 
Winlaiworth,  Thoam 
WMu,  Horatio  M. 
Willis,  Nathanwl 
Will«y,  NewUm 
Williama,  J.  D. 
WiHiaiOs,  VVinard 
Wiathtop,  Thomas  L. 
Wmner,  Beoi.  B. 
WeodaMD,  UoOTgo 
Woroorter,^.  E. 

Newman,  Sanmol  P.  part 
of  tha  eontribation  at 
the  Annoal  Meetiof 

Camkridgepcrtf  Moft. 
Cb&plw,  JamM  P.  by  WU- 
Uam  J.  Hubbard,  10 

CanmuUdgmOy/ir,  T. 
Granger,  Franew 
G(«iS,8. 
Howell,  N.  W. 
^bns,  Evans 
Mobbel,  Walter 
Saodry  persona 

Pk^Uttawn,  Mas*. 
Amiio,  WUliaa 
l>oaiie,John 
Ftj,  Warren 
Ffettoer,  J.  P. 
Flint,  8. 
Kidder,  Samoel 
Mclatite,  E.  P. 
^kiJtoB,  M. 
Tuft<,AnMa 
WarrcD,  Isaac 

Shemuui,  David  A. 

Cttmmhu,  OUo. 

I^ooard,B. 

Oontribotioid 
HojFt,  B.  T. 
Hoyt,  Russell 
Im,  Isaac 
Bood,A. 
2w«edy,8. 
Wiklmao,  N. 

i>a»vers,  Jtau. 

Cwh 

(>mtribiitioo 
C«ik,H. 

Co*le«j  G«)rge 
Cook.ftrs. 

FroUtiogbam,  I. 
^iib,  Caleb 
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5 
3 
3 
3 
4 

7 
9 
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4 
9 
9 
2 
9 
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fpf»f«e,  J.  O. 
opragae, 

HwtecjJ.H^ 

Hal),  DaTid 

Shsrman,  R.  H. 

^aitj  perMMM 

»«ndnF  peraims,  towards 
ewttitatiag  J.  H.  Hun- 
«ct  a  Ufc  Member 

H2 


4 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

50 

oaa 

9 
9 

1 

9 
9 
9 
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9 
9 
9 
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Androa,  Asa 
Camp,  Jos.  K.  90 

Coles,  Horace  1 
Coles,  Creorge  50 

Hart,  Simeon  1 

Booker,  Edward  1 

Pitkin,  Charles  9 

Porter,  Noah  1 

Woodbridge,W.C.  9 

rUekkmrg^  Moat, 
Putnam,  Rufos  A.  9 

vsnsve,  JV>  x  ■ 
Donations 

Bogert,  Jamas  9 

Cook.  C.  A.  9 

Dwight,  Henry  40 

Hall.  Mosea  I  50 

SuDory  persooe  1  75 

Hussey,  A.  9 

OesA«ii,  CIpitH. 
Beach,  John  50 

Beecher,  David  1 

Cash  1  95 

Hart,  Henry  50 

Lyman,  M.  &  H.  N.  9  50 

Norton,  Abraham  1 

Hackstuackf  Jif.  J. 
Anderson,  John  50 

Bogort,  C.  C.  95 

Cnssedy,  George  9 

Cristie,  D.  I.  371 

Cash  95 

Campbell,  A.  9 

Hague,  James  SO 

^ovcrMS,  JfiMS. 
Duncan,  J.  U.  '9 

/jMwisA,  JWsss. 
Choate,  John  9 

LatortnctviUi,  JV.  J, 

Aztdl,  Henry  9 

Green,  Richard  9 

Henderson, 'Anna  1 

PhiUips,  Lewis  9 

Phillips.  Dr.  1 

Smith,  John  9 

Ma»$aekuutt$  Legidattrty 
For  Reports  190 

MarhU1uai,Mau. 
CoDtribtttion  6  39 

MUdU  Uadiam,  C^mi. 
Alsop,  J.  W.  1 

Cash 

Foot,  Horace 
Talman,  Mr. 

MiddUtown,  C0wm. 
Barnes,  J. 
Contribution 
Friend 

Hubbard,  Nehemiah 
Shaler,  Mrs. 
Sottthmayd,  E.  G. 
Stanley,  (>.W. 
Warcf,  Mrs.  k  W.  D. 
Whittlesey,  C. 
Woodman,  Henry 

iWofTutewit,  JV«  •/• 
Boykin,  John 
Cash,  and  Report  sold 
Chester,  Alfred 
Condit.  Lewis 
Cook.  Jamea 
Conkiins,  Mrs. 
Day,  Darid 
DickeoaoD,  Im 


73 
9 

50 

9 

19  59 
3 
9 
9 
9 
9 
3 
9 
9 

1 

103 
9 
9 
9 
1 
9 
50 


Fsri.G.  H.  9 

Hawkins^n.  1 

Johnson ,  nter  A .  9 

Johnson,  8.  1 

Lindsley,  W.  1 

Mills,  Lnrie  9 
Scheock,                             ^  1 

Boofield,  James  I.  9 

AWerk,  If.  J, 

Hamilton,  W.  T.  ffoo  lat 

Church,    to   constitute 
him  a  Life  Member        30 

A>w  Bnaumkk^  Jf.  J. 

Baker,  Samuel  I 

Bishop.  Jamea  1 

Bray,  John  9 

Dnryee,  Richard  9 

Eastbum,  Robert  1 

Jane  way,  J.  9 

Novins,  Jamee  S.  9 

Nelson,  John  9 

Randolph,  D.  Fits  9 

Richmond,  Frederie  1 

Scott,  John  1 

Scott,  Mrs.  9 

Strong,  Theodora  9 

Sundry  persons  1  50 

Adams,  Daniel  4 

AV»  GofCif,  i>s<. 

Darack,  J.  1 

Dickey,  J.  M.  9 
Janvier,  C.  Jb  J.  75 

Janvier,  John  90 

Janvier,  Tboasae  1 

Kean,  M.  1 

Pavnter,  A.  1 

Roberts,  James  9 

Rogers,  James  1 

Stockton,  T.  1 

Two  persons  I  50 

JVns  Awveii,  Gsi|fi* 

Andrews,  E.  A.  9 

Baldwin,  R.  8.  9 

Brewster,  James  9 

Bristol,  William  9 

Candee.Leverett  9 

Catlin,W.  9 

Clark,  Joseph  N.  9 

Daggett,  David  9 

Day,  Jeremiah  9 

Dow,  V.  M.  9 

Dwight,  Timothy  9 

Forbes  &  Son  9 
Goodrich,  Cbaooeey  A         9 

Hotchkias,  H.  &  L.  9 

Hotcbkiss,  Russell  9 

Hull,  Sidney  9 

Hiicficock,  B.  K.  9 

Ives,  Eli  9 

Jarman.  F.  T.  9 

Kimberly,  Dennie  9 

Kingiley,  Jamea  Ifc  9 

Knight,  Jonathan  9 

Leffingwell,  WiU^  9 

Maltby,A.  H.  ^^  9 

Mnnson,  Eneas  9 

Poad.C.H.  « 

Pynchon,  H.  R.  1 

Salsbury,  Mrs.  J.  ) 

Sherman,  Roger  9 

Stilhnan,  Benkief  9 

Skinner,  A.  N.  9 

Townsend,  W.  F  S 

Townsend,  Isaac  tT  9 

Townsend,  Isaac  9 

Trowbridge,  Henry  9 

Twining,  Stephen  9 

Totteo,  Gilbert  9 
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Hill.  AHlnw 

MulHiii,  J.  H.brLwliH 

UuCitM,  rti« 


Bgfl,M(R» 
Cteumf.Chuln 
CiM,  Thomu  P. 
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DlTii,  Nalhanial 
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Blml^Tlioniu 
EI7,  Bini  Btiln 


PLnlf^,  J^' 


fUMSalia,  H.  U. 


W.  T.  If. 

nmni,  Cttichi  A. 
H.^k.i«..},«,. 
Hobbanl,  BaimU 


^i'lBw/williii 
r'rrl>,C.S. 


wllhlouii'  W, 
Hodp,  Cliwta 


Pech.  Einnnf 
Repoiutidd 


K^nVriC;*" 


P-rMllt.Jtlm 
Pmtwdi,  Jowph 
Pmlo.  \Vi;i„,r 

SHpbtnl,  Kictiul 
fpi^nt,  Ji«ph  o. 
Smilli,  Gcorn  tl. 


Wbtle,  li.  A.  1 

Allan,  fitotgOt  p4n  of  the 
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APPENDIX. 


To  the  Hon,  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Conneciicvt,  to  he  holdoi 

at  Hartford,  May,  1831. 

The  Directors  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  in  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  Act  for  the  establishment  of  said  Prison, 
respectfully 

REPORT, 

That  auch  has  been  the  management  of  the  Prison  during  the  year  past,  od  the 

Sart  of  those  to  whom  its  immediate  charge  has  been  entrusted,  as  to  induce  us  to 
ope  that  the  design  of  the  legislature  m  its  establishment  has  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  realized. 

The  warden's  statement  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  institution  siccompiniei 
this  report.  From  that  it  will  appear,  that  the  results  of  the  year  are  highly  (ayor- 
able — the  earnings  of  the  Prison  amounting,  for  the  year,  to  the  sum  of  ^7 3^-1 02. 
after  defraying  every  attendant  expense.  We  are  confident  that  this  result  has  oot 
been  produced  by  any  fictitious  estimate  of  property  on  hand.  In  confijination  of 
this  opinion,  we  would  remark,  that  since  the  close  of  the  accounts,  on  the  Slst  diy 
of  March  last,  the  property  inventoried  in  the  nail  shop,  at  that  time  amounting  t0 
upwards  of  ^1,800,  has  been  reduced,  by  actual  sales,  wore  than  $1,000  at  a  nte 
quite  as  favorable  as  the  appraisal  in  the  invoice. 

Out  of  the  earnings  of  the  institution,  the  warden,  by  our  order,  paid  on  the  314 
of  March  last,  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $4,000,  which,  with  the  sum  of  $2,500 
from  the  earnings  of  the  year  ending  March  81, 1880,  makes  the  sum  of  $6,500  pat^l 
into  the  treasury  during  the  year  past;  leaving,  at  the  time  of  the  last  payment,  a 
balance  of  cash  on  hand,  applicable  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Prison,  of  $1,2S4  31- 

The  amount  due  from  the  Prison  at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  $2  75,  omitted  to  be 
paid  by  mistake.  The  amount  dUe  to  the  Prison  at  the  same  time,  a  very  eieat 
portion  of  which  is  well  secured,  was  $432^2  86.  The  amount  and  nature  of  tbf 
other  property  belonging  to  the  institution,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  receipts 
and  expenses  in  each  particular  department,  will  i^pear  fit>m  the  warden*s  state- 
ment 

The  employment  of  the  convicts  continues  much  the  same  as  during  the  last  yev. 
with  the  exception  of  the  manufacture  of  naik.  The  demand  for  these  io  the 
market  having  become  leas  active,  it  was  thought  advisable  4o  su  pend  the  maott- 
facture  of  them  for  the  present  The  convicts  who  were  occupied  in  this  depart- 
ment, are  now  profitably  employed  in  the  smith's  shop  on  contract,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shovels. 

The  tailor's  shop  has  also  been  discontinued,  excepting  so  far  as  it  is  necessary  ta 
•make  and  repair  the  clothing  of  the  convicts.    It  was  thought  that  the  few  engaged 
in  this  business  might  be  more  advantageously  employed  in  other  departments  ot  1 
the  Prison. 

Since  the  enlargement  of  the  Prison  buildings,  and  proper  accommodations  have 
been  provided  for  the  females,  that  department  of  the  institution  has  assumed  a  iv 
more  favorable  aspect  The  system  of  discipline  which  continues  to  produce  tbe 
most  aalutaiy  influence  upon  the  male  convicts,  is  now,  with  equal  success,  applied 
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to  the  females.  They  are  reduced  to  a  state  of  order  and  iDdustrv,  and,  being  placed 
under  the  constant  supervision  of  a  judicious  matron  and  her  asBtstant,  it  is  probable 
they  may  be  restored  to  liberty  and  the  society  of  their  friends,  in  some  decree 
morally  Improved.,  A  part  of  the  females  are  employed  in  cooking  for  the  Prison. 
By  tUs  arrangement,  the  cooking  establishment  within  the  main  y^  of  the  Prison, 
one  of  thegreatest  interruptions  to  a  correct  and  thorough  discipline,  has  been  re* 
moved.  The  food,  as  cooked  at  present  by  the  females,  on  account  cjf  the  location 
of  the  new  kitehen,  is  received  by  the  convicts  in  a  more  palatable  state,  and  at  a 
much  less  expense  of  labor,  than  heretofore.  The  remainder  of  the  females  are 
employed  either  in  sewing  or  in  some  branch  of  manufactures,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
by  this  arrangement  they  will  hereafter  nearly  or  quite  defray  the  expense  attendant 
upon  their  imprisonment. 

The  number  of  convicts,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  was,  of  males,  166 ;  and  of  fe- 
males, 16 ;  making  182  in  the  whole ;  and  showing  an  increase  of  15  during  the 
year — 18  less  than  in  the  year  previous.  , 

The  number  of  convictions  have  been  5-1 — also  18  less  than  during  the  year  pre- 
oedinif,  while  the  number  discharged  has  been  the  same,  viz.  89.  The  number 
of  convictions,  it  appears,  is  considerably  less  than  took  place  during  the  year  end- 
ing the  31st  of  March,  1880. 

Whether  this  diminution  be  attributable  to  the  recent  modifications  of  the  crimi' 
nal  code,  or  to  other  causes,  the  experience  of  one  year  cannot  satisfactorily  de* 
termine. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  convicts,  and  the  necessity,  arising  from  the  changes  of 
employment  heretofore  alluded  to,  of  bringing  a  greater  number  to  labor  in  the  same 
apartment,  it  was  found  the  workshops  were  too  small ;  that,  havinc  become  crowd- 
ed, they  were  not  only  inconvenient  ftr  mechanical  pperations,  but  it  was  found 
prejudicial  to  the  health  fkf  the  convicts.  At  the  same  time,  more  store-room  within 
the  Prison  walls  was  found  absolutely  necessary  to  the  due  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lie  property.  With  the  view  of  obtaining  this  desirable  accommodation,  as  well  as 
of  remedying  the  growing  evil  of  crowded  workshops,  we  determined  to  raise  the 
west' workshop,  in  its  whole  extent,  one  story  higher.  By  this  comparatively  cheap 
operation,  two  fine  workshops-^bcalthy,  airy,  and  spacious — have  been  obtained  in» 
the  second  story ;  the  carpenters'  and  smiths'  shops  sufficiently  enlarged,  while* 
ample  store-room  is  left  witiiin  the  walls.  As  it  was  found  that  this  alteration  could 
be  made  most  economically  in  connexion  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Prison  build- 
mgs,  the  expenditures  occasioned  by  it  are  included  in  our  accounts  as  commis* 
sioners,  and  in  pur  report  as  such  an  estimate  of  the  expense  wiU  appear. 

The  system  pursued  in  the  hospital  department  has  been  found,  by  experience,  safe^ 
in  its  operations ;  bv  it  the  physician  is  always  made  the  judge  of  the  state  of  health 
of  each  of  the  convicts,  as  it  is  in  their  power  at  any  time  to  bring  themselves  under 
his  inspection.  While,  therefore,  there  is  scarcely  a  posstbitity  of  a  convict  being 
able  to  avmd  his  daily  task  by  feigning  sickness,  he  is,  on  the  other  haild,  equally 
safe  against  being  forced  to  labor  while  suffering  with  disease. . 
I  Five  deaths  have  occurred  within  the  Prison  during  the  year ;  one  suicide,  by  a 
convict  whose  sentence  was  for  life ;  one  broken  down  by  die  infirmities  of  old  age ; 
one  within  a  few  weeks  after  his  commitment,  being,  at  the  time  he  reached  the 
Prison,  greatly  wasted  by  the  disease  which  terminated  his  life ;  and  two  by  diseases 
contracted  at  the  IMson.  A  particular  statement  relative  to  the  general  health  of 
the  convicts  will  be  found  in  the  physician's  report. 

The  moral  condition  of  the  institution  has  at  all  times  received  our  unremitted  at^ 
tention.  Whatever  maybe  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  system  pursued,  if  its  moral 
effects  are  not  visible  in  the  improved  deportment  of  those  upon  whom  it  is  made  to 
operate,  we  may  with  safety  pronounce  it  defective,  and  we  ought  to  abandon  it 
without  hesitation.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  moral  influence  of  the  system  is 
»lutary ;— of  this  there  can  be  little  doubt,  when  the  present  character  and  conduct 
of  some  of  die  convicts  are  compared  with  what  they  were  when  first  brought  under 
that  influence.  With  a  desire  of  rendering  their  moral  improvement,  if  possible,  still 
more  extensive,  we  were  led  to  the  con^demtion  of  the  propriety  of  attaching  to 
the  invdtution  a  resident  chaplain.  Upon  investigation,  we  were  induced  to  oe^ 
iieve  that  the  offices  of  warden  and  chaplain,  heretofore  united,  might  be  advantage- 
ously separated.  The  person  discharging  the  duties  of  warden  might,  indeed, 
without  inconvenience,  perfbrm  morning  and  evening  service ;  but  thus  comprises 
a  small  portion  of  the  duty  properly  falling  within  th6  province  of  chaplain.  We 
believed  that  by  visiting  the  convicts  in  the  solitude  of  their  cells^by  personally 
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teaching  the  illiterate— and  by  explalniog  to  all,  individually,  their  menl  and  itH- 
gious  duties,  vastly  greater  benefits  would  be  conferred  upon  them,  than  couM  be  de- 
rived merely  from  the  customary  services  of  the  morning  and  evening,  and  of  Sundtjr. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  so  convinced  were  we  of  the  importance  ef  a  chapbio, 
that  we  were  unwilUiig  to  delay  any  longer  the  employment  of  one,  espedally  as 
the  Prison  Discipline  Society  had  generously  offered  to  contribute  towaidahii  sup- 
port. We  therefore  approved  of  tne  appropriation,  by  the  warden,  of  a  stun  at  the 
rate  of  $200  per  annum,  to  the  maintenance  of  a  chaplain  until  the  present  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly ;  that  sum  being  the  amount  fonnerly  appropriated  by  the 
legislature,  for  a  similar  purpose,  at  the  old  Prison.  This  arrangement  we  designed 
as  temporary,  intending  to  present  the  subject  to  your  consideration  at  the  preseot 
session. 

The  Rev.  G.  Barrett  entered  upon  the  duties  of  chaplain  at  the  Prison  in  Feb- 
ruary last  Evening  and  morning,  and  on  Sunday,  he  has  regulariy  peifamed 
religious  service  in  me  Prison ;  and  has  availed  himself  of  other  convenient  oppor- 
tumties  of  communicating  to  the  convicts  religious  instruction,  and  of  teaching  MOie 
to  read,  whom  he  found  ignorant  even  of  the  alphabet  In  his  intercoiuw  with 
them,  he  has  been  naturally  led  to  inquire  int^  the  advantages  of  literary  and  moral 
instruction  enjoyed  by  them  previous  to  their  impriaoiunent  He  found  seventy-«ix 
unable  to  write — thirty  unable  to  read — sixty  who  were  deprived  of  parenttl  pro- 
tection before  they  were  ten  years  old,  and  tifiirty-ax  more  who  met  with  the  sane 
privation  before  they  were  fifteen.  No  convict  has  received  a  liberal  educatkn, 
and  very  few  have  ever  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  Sunday  school  imtruc- 
tion.  We  make  these  statements  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  employing  i  chaplain 
at  the  Prison. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  general  treatment  of  the  convicts,  and  the  discipline  of 
the  institution,  we  would  remark,  that  the  State  Prison  is  designed  to  be,  and  en- 
phatically  ts,  a  place  of  punishment  The  feelings  of  humanity  and  mistaken  mercj 
should  not  be  sufiered  to  interpose,  to  disarm  its  puoishment  of  that  riser  doe  to  jus- 
tice and  the  violated  laws  of  the  land.  While  a  proper  regard  is  had  te  the  heahfa 
of  its  inmates,  their  comfort  should  not  be  so  far  studied  as  to  render  it  a  desraUe 
residence,  even  to  those  whose  condition  in  society  is  attended  with  the  severest 
privations.  When  this  becomes  the  case,  our  criminal  code  becomes  a  boonty  bw 
for  crime. 

A  portion  of  the  convicts  are  subject  to  a  moral  influence,  by  which  they  vt 
readily  induced  to  conform  their  conduct  to  what  they  know  to  be  the  e^abliibcd 
and  necessary  rules  of  the  Prison.  They  look  to  the  warden  and  other  officers  aj 
their  friends  and  benefactors — they  admit  the  justice  of  their  sentence;  and  any  io- 
dulgence  shown  is  received  with  gratitude,  and  generally  operates  as  an  iodnct* 
ment  to  more  implicit  obedience.    From  these  a  complaint  is  never  heard. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  class  of  convicts,  with  whom  a  system  of  discipline 
approaching  to  severity  is,  in  the  end,  humanity.  They  feel  that  the  o<pc«rs  of  the 
Prison  are  the  executioners  of  the  sentence  of  the  law,  which,  for  some  cause  or 
other,  they  uniformly  persuade  themselves  is  unjust,  or  at  least  too  severe.  Thej< 
therefore,  naturally  array  thenuKlves  against  their  ket^pers, as  against  their  oppresor^ 
Every  opportunity  is  watched  to  evade  or  to  resist  the  regulations  of  the  ^^"^j 
and  were  the  slightest  relaxation  of  those  regulations  permitted  with  this  class  of 
convicts,  the  consequence  would  be  open  defiance  and  rebellion.  It  is,  tbereferp. 
the  dictate  of  humanity  to  visit  seemingly  slight  oflences  with  what,  under  different 
circumstances,  might  be  considered  too  great  severity.  We  would  not,  boweitr. 
have  it  inferred  from  this  remark,  that  corporeal  punishment  is  often  inflicted,  u* 
deed,  it  has  been  very  rarely  resorted io  since  the  establishment  of  the  Prison;  out 
when  found  necessary,  the  provision  of  the  statute  confining  the  dutyofindictiflgi^ 
to  the  warden  alone,  has  been  strictly  adhered  to. 

As  to  the  food  of  the  convicts,  our  object  is,  and  ever  hM  been,  that  an  abandancr. 
and  that  which  is  wholesome,  should  be  provided,  and  nothing  more.  We  do  iw 
believe  that  the  legislature  ever  designed,  or  would  for  a  moment  countenance  the 
idea,  that  luxury  df  living  should  be  introduced  within  the  wallsof  the  stale  Pri«>°' 
or  that  the  appetites  of  the  convicts  should  be  consulted  in  the  variety  of  the  food  jNtn 
vided  for  them.  Fortunately  this  is  a  subject  of  the  senses— the  location  ofihe  Pnsoii 
is  BO  near,  that  every  member  of  the  legislature  can  personally  satisfy  himself  as  to 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  d^ily  rations.  These,  as  we  have  establisbed  theo. 
are  larger  than  are  allowed  at  any  similar  institution  in  the  country,  and  are  nrj 
considerably  larger  than  are  alkmed  by  the  government  in  any  branch  of  onr  national 
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service.    Should  doubts,  however,  exist  in  the  mind  of  any  one  ^  to  the  fact 
whether  the  convicts  receive  their  daily  allowance,  we  can  only  say  that  the  officer  ' 
who  delivers  the  rations,  makea  a  daily  record  of  die  quantity  delivered,  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  whieh  he  is  required,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter;  to  make.oath.. 

As  to  their  clothing,  the  same  general  principles,  as  stated  in  reference  to  their 
fiaod*  hove  governed.  A  due  regara  to  health  and  economy  has  been  observed  in 
its  regulaticMi,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  great  majority  of  the  convicts  are  as  well,  if 
not  better,  clothed,  while  tenants  of  the  Prison,  than  when  depending  upon  their 
own  exertions ;  and  are  in  fetct  as  well  clothed  as  the  laboring  class  of  our  commu- 
nity  generally.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  RUSS, 

M.  WELLES,  }•  Directors. 

S.  H.  HUNTINGTON, 


To  ike  General  Assembfy  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  he  convened 

at  Hcartfordy  May  Session,  1831. 

The  Warden  of  the  State  Prison  would  ask  leave  to  lay  before  your 
Honorable  Body  a  plain  statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures, 
together  with  a  general  view  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Prison, 
ibr  the  year  ending  March  31,  1831,  inclusive. 

INCOME-/rom  Smiik  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830 f  724  07 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  pay  of  overseer,  &c.,. .     628  96 

1,868  02 

Received  and  charged  for  work  done  and  articles  sold 
daring  the  past  year,  pertaining  to  smith  shop,. . .-« .  1,567  61 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March  31, 1831, 604  37 

2^71  98 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  smith  

shop, 818  96 

Coopers*  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 1,220  35 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  &c., 724  27 

1,944  62 

Receired  and  charged  for  articles  sold  daring  the 

past  year, 2,345  63 

Stock  and  took  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 451  18 

2,796  81 

£xceedin£r  the  disbursements  on '  account  of  coopers*  

shop,... 852  19 

Shoe  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 146  57 

Stock  since  purchased,  pay  of  overseer,  &c., 627  21 

773  78 

Received  and  charged  for  work  done  during  the  past 

year,  chiefly  on  contract, 4,628  34 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 148  72 

-* 4,777  06 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  shoe  

shop, • 4,003 

A*at2  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 1,563  42 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  Ac, 1,499  25 

».  3,062  67 

44» 
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Receired   and   charged    for    natla    aold   the    past 

year, $2^211  66 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  I83I, 1378  85 

3,590  61 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  nail  -^^.i. 

shop, 507  84 

Carpenters^  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 1^290  06 

Stock  and  tools  since  purchased,  pay  of  overseer,  &c.,  2,661  63 

3,961  58 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold  and  work 

done  the  past  year, 6,971  31 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 1,388  79 

7,360  10 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  carpen-  

,ters*  shop, 3,408  58 

TaOor^  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 9  75 

975 

Received   and    charged    for  work    done   the   past 

year, 20  77 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 6  00 

28  77 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  tailors*  ..-^_ 

shop 19  tt 

Chair  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 946  52 

Stock,  tools,  pay  of  overseer,  repairs,  &c., 7,226  22 

8,172  74 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold  the  pwt 

year,. 10,606  67 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  Maroh  31, 1831, 1,814  01 

12^420  68 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  chair  , 

shop, 4,247  94 

Female  Department. 

Commenced  this  department  on  the  principle  of  a  I 

shop,  Dec.  1H30. 
Furniture,  tools,  &c.  puxtehascd  since,  including  the 

pay  of  matron,  with  her  assistant  and  board, 157  70 

157  70 

Reeoived  and  charged  for  work  done  since, 148  62 

Furniture,  tools,  £c.  on  hand  March  31, 1831 , 54  55 

203  17 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  this  de-  

partment, 45  47 

Received  for  interest, 13  84 

Received  and  charged  for  laborers, 594  15 

Received  of  persons  visiting  during  the  post  year, . . .    634  97 

l,-^42  96 

Total  amount  of  receipts, $15,166  ;8 

EXPENDITURES— Prwifioftf. 

Provisions  on  hand  March  31 ,  1830,. 740  97 

Provisions  purchased  since, 3,852  81 

4,593  81 
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Sold  hides,  tallow,  neat's  tongues,  &c., $596  79 

Provisions  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 806  42 

1,403  21 

Lesving  for  the  amount  consumed,. . '. 3,190  60 

Cloiking  and  Bedding, 

CloUilng  and  bedding  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 1,055  11 

"  "         purchased  since, 971  70 

2,026  81 

"  "         on  hand  March  31, 1831, 1,306  92 

leaving  for  the  amount  consumed, 719  89 

Expenses. 

Furniture  and  fuel  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 625  *58 

Since  paid,  warden's  and  deputy  warden's  salaries, 
chaplain,  watchmen's  wages,  subsistence,  fuel,  and 

incidental  expenses, 3,713  33 

4,338  91 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold, 269  27 

Furniture  and  fuel  on  hand  March  31,  1831, 931  75 

1,201  02 

Leaving  for  the  amount  consumed  or  expended, 3,137  89 

Hospitcd, 

Medicine  on  hand  March  31, 1830, 24  47 

Medicine  and  hospital  stores  purchased  since, 140  94 

Physician's  bills, 175  50 

340  91 

Medicine  on  hand  March  31,  1831, 47  13 

Leaving  for  the  amount  expended, 293  78 

Total  amount  of  expenditures 7,342  16 

Balance  gain  to  the  institution, 7,824  02 

$15,166  IS 


INCOME. 

Smith  shop, 818  96 

Coopers'  snop, 852  19 

Shoe  shop, 4,003  28 

Nail   shop,. 527  84 

Carpenters'  shop, 3,408  52 

Tailors'  shop, 19  02 

Chair  shop, 4,247  94 

Female  department, 45  47 

Received  for  interest, 13  84 

Received  and  charged  for  la- 

borers, 594  15 

Received  from  persons  visiting 

the  Prison, 634  97 


Recapitulation, 

KXPEHDITURKS. 

Provisions, 3,190  60 

Clothing  and  bedding, 719  89 

Wages,  subsistence,  fuel,  &c.,  3,037  89 
HospiUl, 293  78 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,  7,342  16 
Balance  gain  to  the  mstitution,  7,824  00 

ToUl, $15,166  18 


Total  amount  of  income,. . .  $15,166  18 

State  Prison,  Wethertfiddj  April,  1831. 

I 


AMOS  PILSBURT,  Warden 
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SCHEDULE  A. 
Statement  of  Property  on  hand, 

state  Prim,  Msreb  31,  I830L  Manfc  SI,  19 

Shoesbop, 146  57  148  Ti 

Coopers'  shop, i;280  35  45J  18 

CarpcntoM'  •hop, 1 ,290  05  •  1 ,388  7J 

Smithehop, 724  07  604  37 

NaU  flhop 1,563  42  1,378  STi 

Clothing  and  bedding, 1,055  11  1,306  S2 

Kurniture  in  house  and  Prison, 378  78  }  515  25  ^ 

Prison,  kitchen,  and  out-door  implements  238  80  >     625  58        414  00  >     93175 

Wood, 8  00)  2  50) 

Tailors' shop, 9  75  8  00 

Female  department, 00  54  o>l 

Provisions. 740  97  806  42 

Hospital, 24  47  47  13 

Chairshop, 946  52  1^14  01 

$8,346  86  $8,940  C3 
Increased  amount  ofproperty  since  March  31, 1830,    503  83 


$8,940  69 


SCHEDULE  B. 

Statement  of  Debts. 

Due  on  book,  March  31,  ia30, 1,540  29 

Due  on  notes, 1,524  68 

3,064  97 

Owing, 86  38 

Balance  in  favor, 2,978  59 

Due  on  book,  March  31, 1831, 4,852  86 

Due  on  notes, 767  91 

5,620  77 

Owing, 2  75 

5,618  02 

Increased  balance, • 2^639  4'> 

Cash  on  hand,  March  31, 1830, 3,143  55 

Cashonhand,  March  31, 1831, 1,234  31 

Cash  paid  to  treasurer,  by  former  warden, 
per  order  of  directors,  April  22, 1830, 2,500  00 

Cash  paid  to  treasurer,  per  order  of  direct- 
ors, March  31,1831, 4,000  00 

7,734  31 

Increased  balance  of  cash, 4,590  7''> 

Increased  amount  of  property,  as  per  Schedule  A., 593  ~^ 

Total  amount  of  increased  balances — ^gain  to  the  institution,. $7|^  ^ 

Statement  of  Prisoners. 


Whole    number  of   prisoners, 

March  31,  1830, 167 

Since   received,  to  March  31, 

1831,  inclusive, 54-221 

Discharged  during  the  same 
period,  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tence      32 

Pardoned  by  the  assembly, ....      2 

Died, 5 

Escaped,  [none] 0 — 39 

Total  in  confinement,  Marcli        

31,1831 182 


Whitemales, 134 

White  females. 13 

—  14: 

Colored  males, 3S 

Colored  females, 3 


March  31 ,1 831— whole  number,. . . .  I  ^ 
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^igt  ofCottoieU. 

Under  the  age  of  20  yean, 20 

JVom  20  to  S)  inclusiTe, 90 

Between  30  and  40, 34 

From  40  to  50  incIusiTe, 25 

Between  60  and  60, 7 

From  60  to  70  inchiiBiTe, 4 

Over  70  years, 2 

Total, 182 

lAii  of  Sentencet, 


Ltife,  ■•••... 

...18 

7 

20  yeaw,. . . 

...    2 

6 

16     •*      ... 

...    1 

5 

15     "      .... 

...    6 

4 

14     «      .... 

...    2 

3 

13     "      .... 

...     1 

2i 

12     "      . . . . 

...    6 

2 

U     "      .... 

...     3 

li 

10     "      .... 

..    4 

H 

.0     "      .... 

..     3 

1 

8     ^'      .... 

..    3 

years,. . . 

....     9 

i< 

....  10 

« 

....  12 

(( 

....  14 

(( 

....  38 

IC 

....     1 

tl 

....  37 

u 

....    4 

It 

...•    1 

(( 

....    7 

>ta]. 

....182 

CowvieUd  of  the  following  Crimes, 

Burglary, ...••. 64 

Bigamy, 1 

Attempt  to  poison, 2 

High  crime  and  misdemeanor, 1 

Horte-steaUng, 17 


Attempt  at  rape, 11 

Attempt  to  kill, 16 

Manslaughter, 5 

Forgery 9 

Passing  counterfeit  money, 14 

Incest, 1 

Adultery, 12 

Murder  commuted, 1 

Rape  commuted, 2 

Breaking  Prison, 3 

Arson, 6 

Attempt  to  murder, 3 

Abuse  of  a  female  child, 3 

Robbery, 5 

Stealing, 2 

Perjury, 1 

Bestiality,.. 1 

Incest  and  attempt  to  kill, 2 

Total, 182 

JSTaHves  of  ihe  following  States  or 
Countries. 


Connecticut,. .  .110 

New  York, 16 

Massachusetts,.  14 
Rhode  Island, . .  14 
New  Jersey ,..  •  7 
Ireland, .......     3 

England, 6 

Demware, 1 


Maryland, 2 

Vermont, 4 

Scotland, I 

Canada, 1 

New  Hampshire  8 

Africa, 1 


Total,, 


.182 


7^  Physician  of  ihe  Connecticui  State  Prison  rtspectfuUy 

REPORTS, 

That  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prison,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  of 
March,  1831,  is  five — four  males,  and  one  female.  Four  <^  these  have  died  by 
disease,  and  one  by  suicide.  Of  the  cases  of  disease,  two  have  been  acute,  and  two 
chronic. 

While  the  number  of  deaths  is  about  the  same  as  the  preceding  year,  the  number 
of  cases  of  disease  has  been  considerably  increased.  Heretofore,  bowel  complaints 
have  been  prevalent  during  the  summer  and  autumnal  months,  as  they  usually  are 
in  (he  surrounding  country — and  many  of  these  cases  were  protracted  and  obstinate, 
especially  if  early  attention  to  the  complaint  was  neglected.  During  the  past 
year,  diseases  of  this  character  have  occurred  with  nearly  the  same  frequency  at 
Ml  seasons.  It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  though  cases  of  this  description 
have  been  more  frequent  than  formerly,  they  have  not  in  general  been  so  severe. 
The  present  system  of  reporting,  which  brings  the  sick  convict,  immediately  upon 
his  attack,  under  the  eye  of  the  physician,  prevents  the  occurrence  of  the  severer 
fymptoms,  greatly  lessens  the  danger  of  a  fatal  event,  and  increases  the  chance  of 
recovery. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May,  about  twenty  cases  of  measles  occurred  in 
the  course  of  six  weeks.  As  the  subjects  of  this  disease  were  all  adults,  it  was  to 
be  expected  that  it  would  be  severe.  Some  of  the  cases  exhibited  the  disease  in  its 
worst  forms,  and  were  followed  by  a  train  of  troublesome  symptoms,  but  all  ulti- 
mately recovered. 

Kn  unusual  number  of  cases  of  periodical  headache  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  which  probably  originated  in  a  deranged  condition  of  the  digestive  organs^ 
and  which  yielded  readily  to  prompt  and  enercetic  treatment 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  two  hundred  and  rorty-two  cases  of  stomach  and  bowel 
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complaints  came  under  our  obfc^v^tfon/a'nd  received  medical  treatment;  otber 
cases  of  less  urgency  doubtless  existed » in  which  medical  advice  was  not  required. 
Most  of  these  cases  yielded  readily  to  treatment,  but  some  were  severe  and  obstinate. 

In  consequence  oi  these  diseases,  and  from  an  apprehension  that  the  diet  might 
tend  to  increase  them,  the  foliowine  memorandum  was  placed  on  the  bo^tal 
record  :  **  Stom^h  and  bowel  Qpmplauits  beiu;  corofl|o^wQ|feQpmmend  that  the 
bread  be  ferment jti, ^HlB-lh^t ifce  hjB  nstitu^ef  ^  belnpan^p^  in  the  porhdge." 
The  following  reinarKs  are  also  copied  from  tlic  book  of  records :  "  Weather  chilly 
at  night,  and  hot  in  the  day-tirae.  The  men  careless  about  putting  on  their  clothes 
when  going  into  their  night-rooms.  New  potatoes  used  as  a  diet,  instead  of  beans 
and  rice.    All  of  these  may  have  had  an  agency  in  producing  so  much  diarrhea." 

In  the  month  of  January,  after  the  cold  had  been  intense  for  many  days,  bowel 
complaints  became  frequent,  and  we  find  the  following  record  in  the  hospital  book : 
**  In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  "tf '%UAttach  and  bowel  complaints, — recom- 
mended to  tiie  officers  to  omit  beans  in  th^  porridge,  and  to  substitute  rice ;  which 
change  was  so  salutary  during  the  prevalence  of  similar  complaints  in  the  summer.*' 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  statements,  that  diarrhea,  and  other  derangements  of 
the  digestive  organs,  are  the  prevailing  diseases  of  this  institution.  It  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  careful  inquiry,  whether  U^e  eyj^bUsbe^die^  of  ^e  Prison  has  not  a  mate- 
rial agency  in  the  producfidft  ^f  tncSb'dld^a^s.  'N6  otifcction  to  this  diet  can  be 
made  on  the  ground  that  an  adequate  supply  of  food  is  not  furnished  to  the  prisgoer, 
or  that  the  f<S)d  is  not  nutritive.  Probably  no  diet  can  be  provided,  containing  an 
equal  quantity  of  nutritious  matter,  at  so  moderate  a  price.  Indeed,  I  am  satistied 
that  the  quantity  is  quite  sufficient,  and  more  than  is  taken  by  ordinary  laborers. 
I  have  examined  tliis  subject  with  much  attention,  and  am  now  well  convinced 
that  so  large  a  proportion  of  corn-meat  4'fid  'beans  in  the  diet,  does  tend  to  pioducc 
the  complaints  in  question.  In  a  very  great  number  of  instances,  the  porridge  is 
the  food  most  complained  of,  as  producing  acidity  of  stomach,  vomiting,  and  dianhea. 
The  solid,  unfermented  bread,  also  is  indigestible,  and  would  not  be  favorable  to  a 
stomach  at  all  affected  by  disease. 

It  has  been  impossible,  heretofore^  to.,^'i^  the  ibod  to  ihe  coavUis  v^wmf^ 
wd^fd  )le  d^ijbt>l>.  f  Tui  h%<l,  AnlitJTn^g^li  iAr€hi  ttl,  H&CmTiXSES 
wad  the  potatoes  generally  so.    Tliere  is  a  material  difference  in  the  digestibility  of 
these  articles,  whether  taken  warm  or  cold.    The  new  arrangement  for  cooking  and 
distributing  the  food,  will,  it  is  conceived,  remove  this  difficulty. 

The  reluctance  felt  in  bringing  thb  subject  before  the  directors,  for  their  more 
particular  investigation,  has  arisen  from  a  desire  to  avoid  change  as  far  as  possible ; 
the  inconvenience  of  which,  in  an  institution  of  this  kind,  will  be  readily  conceived. 

Ordinary  fermented  bread  of  rye-flour  or  imddUpes  pf  wheat,  would  be  little  more 
expensive  than  the  bread  Al]ntsseM4n.4ut^  find  ^ve^Uhi^iicnentation  of  the  bread 
DOW  furnuhed,  would  improve  its  quality,  with  trifling  labor  and  expense.  Rice  l« 
a  cheaper  article  of  diet  than  almost  any  other.  Fi.-ih,  well  cured,  would  form  u 
cheap  and  an  excellent  article  of  food. 

How  far  it  would  bo  desirable  to  have  some  li£tlc  variety  of  food,  u  a  subject 
worthy  of  consideration.  Many  medical  gentlemen,  well  qualified  to  judge,  are  of 
opinion,  that  an  unvarying  continuance  of  the  same  articles  of  diet,  however  unex- 
ceptionable these  may  be  in  themselves,  is  incompatible  with  health.  One  thing  is 
certain,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  fat^  cases  of  disease  in  this  Prison,  since  the 
first  reception  of  the  convicts  in  1S27,  have  arisen,  directly  or  remotely,  from 
diarrhea,  or  from  other  derangements  of  the  organs  of  digestion. 

These  hints  are  respectfully  suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the  directors. 

The  remarks  which  have  been  made,  may  perhaps  convey  the  idea  that  the 
prisoners,  as  a  body,  are  not  hcdthy.  Aside  from  the  class  of  disease  which  has 
been  specified,  no  unusual  degree  of  sickness  has  prevailed.  The  cases  of  acute 
disease  have  been  few.  No  epidemic,  exrept  measles,  has  occurred  ;  and  it  is  con- 
fidently believed,  that  in  the  general  .^ealthinosi  and  comfort  of  the  prisoners,  and 
the  small  number  of  deaths  that  have' occurred,  this  institution  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  similar.iijistitutiQnip  this  ^untry,      .  »  o^  » >  ^    . 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  confirmed  the  opinion  formerly  entertained 
and  expressed  in  our  reports,  of  the  mS^tf'  and  propriety  of  withholding  ardent 
spirits  from  the  intemperate,  as  .well.a^  all  other  opnvic^Sy  upcoi  (heir  first  admisskxi ; 
and  no  disease  peculiar  to  inebriates  has  ever  appeared  in  this  Prison. 

SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD,  Phystaan. 

Connecticut  State  Prison^  April,  ISSJ. ... 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THS 


Iptfcton  Bf0tQ)lfne  Socfets* 


AitTicLK»I.    Hiifl  Society  Bbal)  b«  called  the  Primh  Dtsoimvii  SootBTi. 
Art.  9.    ItchAUbo  the  ^hfed  of  this  Societj  to  piomote  tbe  ittpBevemeiit  €f 
riibUe  Pi* 


Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  dtftff  afihifl  SdcieU  to  take  meMnret  ftv  efieotiHt  ihb 
fonnation  of  one  or  more  Priaon  Discipline  Societies  in  <aack  of  th^Uoitfed  Statea, 
and  to  tthffp^iB  #ith  all  iuch  Sbcieiiea  in  aeeompUahing  the  objc^et  I|ife<^e4  in 
<fae  aeeond  artSele  of  thii  On«lit<itMii. 

Art.  4.  Anj  Societr,  haying  the  mme  object  is  view,  which  ahall  beoooMi 
aoziUarj  to  tias,  and  uall  contribute  to  ita  rands,  ahaU  tnereby  secilre  for  the 
Prisons,  in  the  State  wheie  auch  Society  is  located,  specia)  attention  fiom  thif 
Society. 

Aiit.  5.    ^cn  snbscHbef  of  two  cfollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Membex. 

Aien  6.    Each  sabicriber  «f  thirty  dbflars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  llexnber  M 

Art.  7.    fiaoh  snbecriber  of  tea  dolhirs,  annually^  shall  be  a  DiMctor. 
•   Art.  8.    Kacn  aubacciber  of  one  hundred  dollars^  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
payment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  himdred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Dl- 
Kctor  Ibf  litre. 

Art.  d.    The  officefa  of  thit  SooMy  shall  ^  a  Pf^deut,  as  many  Vioe-PresI 
deals  as  shall  he  deenaed  ezpedieiit,  k  Treasurar,  and  a  Secretaiy,  to  be  chosqn 
aanoally,  and  a  Board  of  Mana^pers,  whose  doty  it  shall  be  io  conduct  £he  buaine^ 
of  tho  Saeieiy.    This  Boatd  iull  €«risS»t  of  six  clergymen  and  six  hiyiiien,  of 
whom  nine  shall  ttn\^  hi  the  eity  of  Bofton^  and  five  sQdl  constitute  a  ononim. 

ETsry  MiniBtsr  of  the  Oospel,  who  is  a  member  of  fliis  Society,  shaB  be  en- 
titled to  m^et  and  ideliberaie  with  ih^  Boafd  df  Mani(gera. 

IW  Mttiageis  shall  eall  sp^ial  ine«BMg»  6f  th^  Society,  and  fill  atieh  Taoan 
ties  as  n»^  oeetir. by  death  or  otherwise,  nt  thgr  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President.  Vice-I^resldents,  Treasurefy, and  Secietaiy,  shall  be, 
ex  oQoie,  Buunocss  of  the  Board  of  Maaagera. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shaB  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  Jneetixigs.c^ue 
Iteanl  of  Managets. 

Art.  12.  The  annaal  meetittga  of  this  Society  shaB  be  held  in  Bbstoil,  on 
tbe  week  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  spec^iSed 
m  iht  ninth  articloy  Uie  accoonta  of  the  Treasurer  ahall  be  presented,  and  the  pro- 
cssdings  of  the  forejnsing  year  reported. 

Art.  13.  The  Hffimagers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  plaoe,  in  the  city  of 
Bostijn,  as  th^y  shkll  appotht. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
or,  in  hb  absence,  the  Vie^raaident  first  on  the  list  then  piesent,  and  in  the 
wnce  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Yice-Preaidftnts,  0ueh  MMilfer  iM  shall  be 
i>Ppointed  for  that  purpose,  shaB  preside. 

Art.  15.  Tbb  necietarf ,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managera^or,  in  the 
■bseneeof  tbe  SeMOtacfi  my  thsea  of  the  Managera,  may  oall  aaeaial  meetings 
rflheBoard.^     , 

Art.  16.  The  minutea  of  every  nieeting  ahall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
Secretary. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shaD  have  the  pdwer  of  appointing  such  peieoaf  as 
^▼e  rendefed  teaential  ^ervioea  to  the  Society  either  Membera  fbr  lASd  or  Dime-' 
tors  for  Life. 

Art.  18.  No  aHtfration  Shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Socio 
t]r,'at  an  annual  nieeting,  on  the  TecomnHendation  of  the  Board  cf  ManijpBia.  • 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Annual  MeeUng  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  was  hdd  at 
die  Cowper  Committee  Room,  on  Monday,  May  28, 1832. 

The.  Secretary  called  the  meeting  to  order;  and^  the  President  and 
aD  the  yice  Presidents  ^ing  absent,  Heni^t  Hhx,  Esq.,  was  caDed  to 
the  chair^  and  Rev.  David  u&een,  at  his  request,  addressed  the  throne 
ofgrace. 

The  Treasurer,  Chablbs  Ci.stki.anp,  Esq.^  presented  his  Report, 
together  with  thd  certificates  of  the  Auditors,  Moses  G&aitt  and 
Oeobgx  J.  HoMsn,  which  were  read  and  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuiiig  year,  whose  names  wiH  be  tbund  on 
another  page^  were  then  elected. 

After  prayer  by  the  Re?.  Warbkiv  Fat,D.  D.,  themeetii^^ndjoained 
to  meet  in  Park  Street  Chut^h,  at  half  past  7  rc/elock  in  the  eycning^ 
'40  hear  the  Report  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  in  the  evening^  according  to  adjournment 

In  the  absence  of  the  Prettdent,  Sabtdxl  T.  AnMsmoifio,  Bm].,  the 
chair  was  taken  by  John  Taptan ,  Esq^  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 
After  the  reading  of  select  passages  of  Scripture  by  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Pairorild,  of  .South  Boston,  and  prayer  by  die  Rev.  Mr.  BLAflnsN, 
the  Tueasurer's  Report  was  read  and  accepted.  The  receipts  of  the 
Society  lor  the  year  were  #2,915  63 ;  expenditures,  $3,085 ;  balance 
due  the  Treasurer,  9119  47* 

The  Becretaiy  of  the  Society  read  pails  of  the  Annual  Report 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Alexakdeb  H.  Everett,  seconded  by  the 
Rev.  John  Pierpont, 

Resahed,  That  the  Report  now  read  be  accepted,  and  published 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary. 

Mii  EvsBETT  congratulated  the.  Society  on  its  success,  and  its  eont 
tinually  brightening  prospects,  and  adduced  a  variety  of  fiiots  teiating 
^lo  this  country  and  England,  which  indicate  a  steady  progress  in  tin 
frablic  mind  towards  the  seneral  practical  recognition  e^  the  principfe 
that  no  man  ought  to  be  SeprivcMJ  of  liberty  for  debt  merely.  He  men* 
tioned  the  labors  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society,  and  the  evi* 
dent  influence  of  the  one  which  he  was  addressing,  in  stimulating  and 
directing  the  labors  of  philanthropists  on  the. other  side  of  the  Atlantis. 
.  In  seconding  the  resolution,  Mr.  Pibrpokt  addressed  Ihe  meeting 
with  gceat  animation  and  eloquence. 
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The  Managcra  of  tlie  Prison  Discipline  Society  renew  ibeir  j^ 
knowledginents  to  the  God  of  providence,  for  the  favors  of  anotn^r 
jear.  At  the  same  time,  they  have  occasion,  as  in  former  years^  i/o 
lament  the  death  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Society.  EtiAS 
Cxiut9jsi.iv9  and  John  B.  LAWREfrcE — ^the  one  pabticly  and  verj^ 
extensivefy  known  on  earth,  and  the  other,  we  doubt  not,  as  well 
known  by  the  ministering  spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation — have  di^d 
mnee  %ht  last  anniversary.  The  memory  of  these  dear  friends,  and  all 
they  did  and  said  for  our  encouragement,  as  well  as  the  strongly-mafk- 
ed  OhoistiaH  ehanieter  of  each,  is  fresh  in  our  minds.— Elias  Corndius-, 
aftsr  mtcending  «  public  meeting  in  bebtlfof  this  Society  not  long  aino^, 
said,  in  substance,  "  I  never  before  so  mach  felt  the  importaHco  of  the 
objects  of  tiiis  Society,  nor  ao  greatly  wished  you  to  persevere."  Of  his 
Aibstance^  too,  he  largely  contributed,  according  t/o  his  ability,  iD>  aid 
of  its  funds;  and  be  gave  us  encouragement  to  expect  from  him  an 
address  at  some  future  aoniversary,  in  support  of  some  good  resolutlOD. 
Weie  i^  foi  «infiil|  how  should  we  rejoice  to  see  his  noble  form,  aUd 
sttstaHiing  presence  and  smile^  on  this  occasion !-— John  B.  Lawreooe 
was  a  diSerent  man.  His  bodily  presence  was  weak.  He  was  maiqr 
years  confined  tp  his  bed,  or,  when  he  lefl  it,  rolled  about  bis  room  On 
the  wheels  of  his  chair ^  or  borne  in  the  arms  of  a  friend  or  servant,  to 
the  house  of  God.  But  his  spirit  was  the  same,  identically  the  saroe^ 
with  that  of  Cornelius — the  spirit  of  Christ ;  and  hx  years  pasl, 
while  sitting  by  his  bed-side,  has  an  agent  of  this  Society  been  aston- 
ished at  his  full  and  minute  understanding  of  the  objects  of  this  So- 
ciety's benevolent  re^rd  ;  his  earnest  solicitude  and  prayers  ibr 
saeeessfal  results ;'  and  his  pnnetual  and  systematic  charities,  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  contribute  id  aid  of  its  funds.  Notwithstand* 
iag  Ills  great  weakness  and  sniTering,  which  most  nunds  would  hstb 
tiniigtit  safflcient  to  exempt  the  sufferer  from  all  thought  ^cept 
eonoeming  himself,  it  adnlits  of  a  question ^  whether  there  was  a  mettl- 
ber  of  this  Society  who  made  himself  more  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  .its  public  bearings  and  its  minutest  detail ;  who  prayed  more 
earnestly,  or  contributed  more  liberally,  according  to  his  ability,  for  ita 
adraoccmetit ;  or  Who  has  done  an^  thing  ibr  it  more  worthy  of  a 
memorial.  These  things  are  here  roeoitioa^  because  the  pheoomemm 
was  so  extraordinary  ;—«ach  frailty  and  suffering;  such  benevolent  ro> 
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gard,  accurate  knowledge  and  patient  study  of  the  objeel,  wkich  an 
said,  by  those  who  saw  the  humble  sufferer,  in  regard  to  other  ob- 
jects of  benevolence,  to  have  been  the  same  with  respect  to  them. 
If  any  man  would  learn  his  responsibility  in  regard  U>  the  various 
objects  of  benevolence,  and  how  his  personal  happiness  may  be  so  con- 
nected with  them  as  to  aid  in  carrying  him  above  any  conceivable 
degree  of  bodily  suffering,  let  him  go  to  Salem,  and  learn  from  his 
friends  the  history  of  John  B,  Lawrence. 

The  dear  friends  jiere  mentioned  lived  many  years  ia  the  same 
place,  were  connected  with  th^  same  church,  one  as  pastor^  .and  tin 
other  as  a  private  member,  where  they  mingled  their  sympathies,  prayers 
and  alms;  and  both  of  tfaem  sat  iike  little  children  at  the  feet  of  Wor- 
f9eater,,'the  senior  pastor  of  the  Tabernac^  Qhorch.  But  for  some 
years  past,  they  were  separate^  from  each  other.  One,  we  betieve*  was 
taken  to  heaven ;  another  sent  abroad  in  the  world  as  an  honored  aod 
successful  public  agent  and  ambassador  of  Christ ;  and  the  other,  in 
the  holy  and  righteous  providence  of  God,  left  to  honor  God  as  i 
humble  sufferer.  The  last  year  has  brought  them  together  again,  «re 
believe,  in  heaven ;  and  if  so,  then  they  all  sit  together  at  the  feet  of 
Jesus.  Their  happiness  we  may  not  envy;  but  so  live  as  to  inherit 
something  like  it. 

Another  friend  and  benefactor  of  this  Society,  whose  death  we 
lament  on  this  occasion,  was  William  H.  Eliot  of  Boston ;  and  anoth- 
er still,  Ri.cnARD  Varick  of  New  York,  a  companion  of  Washington, 
and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  venerable  president  of  the  AraericaB 
Bible  Society. 

Having  thus  noticed  the  death  of  our  departed  friends,  we  proceed 
to  notice  the  prinoipal  events  and  tranaaelioas  of  the  year. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Report  will  be  geographical:  and  die  prin- 
cipal topics  presented  will  be,  Imprisonment  for  Debt»  State  Prisons, 
Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  and  Asylums  ibr  poor  and 
imprisoned  Luoatke. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — Governor  Dinsmorc  introduced  this  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  at  the  last  session.     He  says — 

*^  The  attention  of  the  IdffioliiturQ  was  oaUed  the  Iwrt  year,  bj  my  reepected  pw 
ileooMor,  to  the  subject  of  impriionroent  for  debt.  In  aecordaaoe  with  his  ea^ 
ligbteJBod  an4  humaae  views  of  the  subject,  I  would  again  invite  you  to  a  careful 
and  attentive  exaoiination  of  it.  Tlie  le^slative  discussion  of  the  question,  ia 
this  and  other  states,  has  doubtless  prepared  the  public  mind  for  aoine  cban|e; 
and  so  far  as  the  general  sentiment  nas  been  expressed,  wc  have  strong  proof  uat 
such  a  measure  would  be  sanctioned  by  tho  general  approbation.  IX  the  dictates 
iof  sound  policy,  as  well  as  a  proper  regard  to  the  rights  of  humanity,  do  reqaiie 
a  repeal  of  the  existing  Taws  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  debtors,  we  cannot 
too  soon  relieve  that  suffering  and  oppressed  claas  of  otfr  fbllow  eitisens  (bom  the 
vexations  and  vmbarrassmentis  whicli  resnlt  from  tho  pfesent  state  of  the  laws, 
and  at  t^e  sama  time  take  from  our  statute  book  one  of  its  few  i^unds  of 
reproach.  But,  while  indulging  a  feeling  so  philanthropic  and  praiseworthj, 
extreme  care  should  be  exercised  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  just  claims  of  ertdittnv. 
In  framing  a  law  upon  the  subject,  every  posnUe  precaution  should  be  taken  It 


nini  tetr  intcfests  t^auit  the  frsudufent  drngns  wad  pn4\lo99  •f  ^inhlmeff 
debtors. 

**  I  forbeiir  to  express  more  fullj  my  views  of  the  Bubiect,  from  a  knowledge 
that  it  ifl  in  the  possession  of  a  cumnlittee,  whos^  report,  I  am  informed,  may  d« 
expeeted  early  in  tlie  present  session.  H  is-^rcti^in^  to  beUev^,  that  the  mature 
6onaid«raii6n  tlie  commitlee  have  bad  time  to.  bestow  upon  the  guestien,  wiU 
famish  8,uch  aid  to  your  deliberation's  as  to  enable  you  to  ^meto  an  early  deqiaipilf 
without  hazarding  any  of  the  evils  of  hasty  or  incautious  legislation.^ 

This  is  the  language  of  the  gotf^rnor'iii  a  state  wheVe  tid  p^rsoQ  cak 
be  imprisoned  tbr  Jeds  than  $18,83  ;  where  the  Prison  limits  extend  to 
the  limits  of  tshe  town ;  arrd  where,  in  the  ^rhol^-  state,  probaWy  not 
More  thati  tito  hundred  persons  are  inipri^oried  annlialiy  for  debt,  out 
of  apotKilation  of  269,000;  while  in  Boston,  Ma^s.,  oatdfa  popaiatkm 
0fa()oilt  60>000,  six'buiidred  and  eighty-two  ^rsons^  w^re  impri^ned 
for  debt  -from  June  1,  1881,  w  May  10,  1882.        '•   ^ 

State  Prison  at  Concord. — Governor  IWtismore  intfod treed  this  subjecl, 
tiso,'to  t&e  le^i^ature,  in  his  niessage,  at  the  last  session.     He  says—  ' 

*'  The  State  Priaon,  aa  LUtinatedy  connected  with  the  adtpinistraiien  of  criowmd 
justice,  is  to  be  regarded  asof  ffreat  importance,  in  reference  to  the  security  of  the 
persons  and  property,  and  to  the  creneral  morals  of  our  citizens.  I  am  not  mform- 
ed  that  any  important  chan^  is  desirable  in  the  system  of  discipfine  and  general 
management  of  the  institution,  but  there  seems  to  be  great  ubaoimil^  ot  aettt^ 
Bent,  amoag  dnen  whose .  practical  aoquaintaaee  with  the  subject  gives  vaJae  to 
their  opinions,  in  iavt^r  of  the  solitary,  coiifinei^ent  of  the  prisoners  by  night,  aufi 
during  some  of  the  mtervals  of  labor.  Free,  unrestricted  communication  with 
each  other  bV  liight,  is  found  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  moml  imp'roreitient^ef  tlie 
•MM ie««,  'and  renders  nugatory  all '  attempts'  at  tefbrmaCion  of  efaaractefe;.*  The 
Borice  in  crime  becomes  familiar  with  the  arta  of  older  offenders,  is  ha/df^u^d  •  iH 
vice  by  example  and  encouragement,  and — instead  of  being  found,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  confinement,  subdued  and  humbled  by  the  shame  of  puzush- 
ment,  and  penitent' for  his  crimed,  resolved  on  a  reformed  aiid  better  ltf^*-he  isiues 
from  the  Prison,  eoeompihshed  inr  aU.tfae  avts  of  viile&y ,  nadsred  •  cautiowi  b^ 
ferner  deteqtion,  and  burninff  with  reseatraent  arainst  what  his  pernicioua  cpun- 
•eilora  have  taught  him  to  .believe  to  be  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  the  law  and 
its  ministers.  The  vigilance  of  persons  in  authority,  and  the  persevering  iii- 
quirie^  of  benevolent  rtidividuats  and  associations,  hove  detected,  and  their  pub- 
lications have  disclosed  to  the  world,  a  mass  of  facts,  which  demonitiakte,  with^but 
too  much  certainty,  the  horrible  depravity  which  has  its  birth  in  the  practice  of 
confining  more  tlian  one  in  the  same  cell. 

'*  If  to  these  considerations  rt  be  adde^,  that  the  security  of  the  prisoners,  under 
the  present  arrangement,  is  not  only  more  expensive  but  less  effectual  than  it 
vouid  otherwise  be,  on  account  of  tpe  unavoidable  opportunities  now  givei^  for 
dangerous  an^  extensive  combinations,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  tliat  a  necessity 
will  be  ftlt  fdr  the  early  interposition  of  the  le^slature.  The  only  remedy  for 
existing  evils  is,  probably,  to  be  found  either  m  the  construction  of  additional 
buUdihgtr,  or  in  such  an  alteration  or  eniar^fr.i»nt  of  the  '■  preaent  onea,  as  will 
permit  the  eonfinement  of  oonVicte  in  separate  eella.  I  tinderBtandthat,  agreoabfy 
to  a  reselniiOQ  tvhich  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legielalwire^  a  plan  SaA  estn 
mate  of  the  expense  of  such  alteration  and  enlargement  has  been  procured,  luftd 
will  in  due  time  be  eemmanlcated  to  the  iegislature."  > 

Before^the  legislature  cfosed  its  session,  provision  was  made  for  Xhh 
erection  of  a  new  building  on  the  geoeraf  plan  Qf  the  new  Prison  at 
Charlestown,  and  $3000  appropriated  fur  the  purpose. 

We  close  oar  notice  of  the  institution  with  a  jetter  from  the  warden 
of  the  Prison,  containing  important  ioformaf ion  nbltiringly  furnished  to 
the  secreturv 
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**K«w  HAtfrAtTHK  Stats  Fftitofv, 
•       "  ediKord,  JIfey  15,  1683.  *■ 

«  Oeai  Sir,  "* 

<<  Youra  of  the  t2Ui  ii»t.  wa«  loflt  eTsmttg  reeehrtxl,  ili^nf  wverd  fo^ 
qniriea  regpectin^  ova  Prieovk.  Theoe  inqiairiM  we  are  faappy  to  have  an  Mporttt-^ 
nity  to  answer,  ii  they  will  be  of  any  aemee  to  ytiu,  or  tha  Soeie^  15  whton  yoa" 
belong,  which  haa  done  so  mnoh  to  meliorate  the  oohdition  of  our  wllow  beings  in' 
Prison.  We  will  anawer  yodr  intetragBi^otta  in  the  ordw  im  which  tiiey  ai« 
propoflod-^  ■         •' 

<'  1,  What  IB  the  plan  of  the  new  PriaontW-^Aia/A  buildiaglbr  night  ^eHa/ 
iimilw  to  the  Cbarlestown  Priton. 

*'  tf.  Wh^ra^  it  to  he  planed  i-^-Aiu.  0&  the  ndrtbtonA/af  the  kMitef'a  houw, 
forming  a  «orre«poridiiigr  wifeig  with  the  6ld  PiiaoBr 

f'  3.  Of  what  materi Js  to  he  built  f^-^yOut.  The  outade  building  «f  rottgh  ■plit 
fftanite,  with  th^  jpiota  hammeied.  The  tatiaiar  bnilding  for  the  oella  to  nt  briek. 
The  doora  to  be  wrought-  iioil^  with  loeka  mnilar  to  thoae  used  «t  OhirleMkywn. 

V  4.  Of  what  dintenaioM  P-'^s/lttf^  The  eaterior  building  will' be  «ne  htinRlr0d<aiid 
twaniy'^three  and  one  Uiird  (Aet  in  leneih^  tbirt^Rweii  and  eoe  third  lb«C  wide  ; 
waJil  two  feet  thi^k.  The  interior  will  bft  of  back ,  ninety««ne  feet  long,  aeventeefl 
and  me  third  feet  wide ;  the  eentre  wall  between  the  oclle  aizleen  inchea  thick, 
the  remaining  walls  twelve  inebM  thkk;  to  contain  one-lrandred  and  twenty- 
ceils,  forty  on  each  floor ;  three  atoties  high ;  the  cefla  to  be  mven  feet  by  three 
feet  six  inches,  %pd  seven  feet  high.  The  doom  toi  ba: twenty  ia«hes*  wide,' placed 
in  the  recess  for  the  doora,  ten  inches  from  the  outside  of  Che  waU,  aiodlar  to  the 
Connecticut  Prison.    The  awa  around  the  cells  to  be  eight  feet. 

<<  5*  What  is  itapziesent  state  f--^^iLf.  We  hnrenot  been  able  to  do  mn^b  this 
apring,  in  consequence  of  the  frost  renhaining  in  the  foundafSbn*  Ao  lato.  Which  waa 
laid  and  completed  last  fall.  We  oomnene^d  the  fint  o^  this  month  witli  about 
twonty  men,  and  are  now  getting  aiong  well ;  we  shall  probably  get  it'all  up  and 
covered  tliis  season,  and  ready  to  occupy  in  the  ctiuvaa  of  tite  nest  anmnver.  The 
materials  are  all  contracted  lor. 

**  6.  What  will  it  probably  cost?— ^div.  It  was  estimated  to  <^ost  between  seven 
and  eight  thousand  dollars ;  but  we  cannot  aa  vet  tell  whether  it  wttl  exceed  or 
not,  but  rather  think  it  will  not,  ezoeed  eiffht  tmnsand. 

*^  7.  How  many  prisoners  have  youf^^-^iits.  Bigfaty-nine. 

*'  8.  Is  the  number  increasing  or  diminislung  r^*-j^ii».  On  the  SlsC  May,  1^81, 
wa  had  eighty-two ;  they  have  since  inereased  toaight3MHne. 

**  U.  What  were  the  reoeipto  and  expenditntea  for  the  laat  year?--k^lir.  Oar  po- 
litioal  j^ear  ends  with  the  present  month ;  eonseqnenilv  we  are  not  aMe  to  give 
you  this  information,  as  we  cannot  know  until-  our  Ikioka  are  eloped  fbr  the  year; 
we  will,  however,  send  yon  the  stntoment  after  it  is  received  by  the  legirfatvre 
in  June» 

**  10.  How  many  daatlM  Ivt  vear  f-^jtfits.  But  one  death  baa  6eeiirt«d  <br  twa 
and  a  half  years  last  past,  and  that  was  of  consnmption,  in  Janaaiy  hurt. ' 

^11.  How  many  received  the  present  year  ?^--yAl#.  Prom  3lat  May,  1833,-' 
twenty. 

**  li.  How  many  discharged  ^--AnM,  Since  31st  May,  ld31>— twelve,  three  by 
pardon  and  nine  by  expiration  of  sentence. 

"  13.  How  many  males,  and  hmr  many  females  ?-«h^9>is.  Got  prisoner^  ire  til 
males.    We  have  had  no  females  since  iti97. 

"  14.  How  many  blacks,  and  how  many  whites  ?«-^ifns  We  have  bm  tws 
blacks ;  one  WDs  committed  the  present  year. 

*5 15.  How  many  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  ?«*-^^iir.  At  this  time,  thme  are 
eleven  that  were  under  twenty-one  when  conunittsd }  three  of  th«4n  committed 
since  31st  AUy,  1B31. 

<<  Should  you  wish  any  further  information  respecting  our  Prison,  we  shaH  to 
happy  at  all  tisnos  to  CMnoninioato  it  to  yon.         Very  Tespeeifblly.  yodn, 

<<  ABNER  P.  STiNSON,  ITflrdmr 

Proposed  Asylum  for  Lunatics  in  New  Hampshire, — GoTeroor 
Dinsmore  says,  in  his  message  to  the  legislature,  June  7,  1832, — 

"  There  is  another  class  of  sufll^rers,  far  more  deplorably  afflicted  than  any  of 
the  present  beneficiaries  of  the  state  to  alleviate  whose  wretohedness  is  an  onder- 


tekuif  iHgUT^woithy.thftjemBifle  of  legislatiTe  wiidom.    I  feel  thit  no  applocj 
need  oe  ma^,  ia.  azi  .a^  so  djuitip^uiahed  for  its  public  and  priyate  charitiesi  ra>r 
dtlling  your  attention  to  a  lubject  which  has  so  much  reason  and  humanify  on  its 
■uie»  44  ar  neasua  forthe  securitj  and  neoveiy  of  the  hinatio  ctr  insane.    The 
lenslatiiro  «f  this  atete  has  nerer  yet  leoofniied  these  onfortimate  beings  as  en- 
tiUed  to  any  speeial  favor  from  gpw^tmuait    The  period,  indeed,  is  not  Tety 
resnoto,  when  tlie  insane  wet*  thought  *to  be  the  vietims  of  an  incurable  and  hope- 
lean  oialady ;  and  hefeie-the  eetabUshmenl  of  fenoatable  hospitals  and  retreats  for 
their  reception,  they  might  justly  be  considered  so.    It  is  well  known  how  dell* 
eafte  and  difiovlt  ia  the  task,  even  under  the- most 'ildirantageou*  circumstances, 
of  '  ministering  to  a  mind  diseased.*     Great  tenderness,  discretion,  temper, 
nmwe^ied  patitfno^,  and  Tailed  experience  in  mental  afl^otions,  are,  with  ottier 
qualifications,  indispensable  to  sneeess.    Wlien,  Iheieftre,  the  insane  are  left,  as 
novr  to  the  inanfieaeht  meana  and  incompetent  skill  of  relatives  or  fHends,  or, 
still  w^DEiB,  to  the  aeffligenoe  and  indifierende  so  often  exhibited  in  the  treatrtient 
of  pn^ienta  of  ereiy  «ind  in  town  poorwbonses^  or  when  tiiey  are  subjected^  tfvt 
fteqoeatly  the  oasoy  to  the'  (nvrations  and  sohtude  of  a-gai^,  where  attention  is 
United  to  the  mere  personal  seenri^  of  the  indiTidual,'  we  need  not  be  surprised 
tbai  n  nestoration  of -the  mind  to  a  healthy  state  shoilld  so  seldom  happen.    The 
reeullB  of  experunents  in  other  states  and  oliier  eonntries  arej  howevelr,  so  fer- 
fecUj  well  authentioated,  and  so  highly  fiivonble,  that  no  doubt  can  be  now 
enteiteined,  thatiunaoy  yiekbi  as  readily  to  skilfhl  medical  treatment  and  proper 
rrnxneD,  when  combined  with  humane  and  judicious  care  and  attention,  as  most 
ofthe  other  diseases  incident  to  mankind.    Reports  ft9m  some  of  the  best  con- 
ducted retreats  in  Bngiand  and  the  United  States  show,  that  of  patients  receiTed 
witfaiii  time  .months  after  the  first  attack,  the  proportion  recorered  is  more  than 
ninety-  per  cent    Of  those  admitted  after  three,  and  within  twelre  months  from 
the  eonmeneeroent  of  the  disease,  the  ratio  of  recoveries  is  as  twenty-five  to 
forty-ftve  ;  and  when  the  disease  ie  of  more  than  two  years  standing,  the  average 
of  cures  iasofeewhat  less  than  thirty  per  cent     ThMe  statements  establish  the 
importance  of  having,  in  some  couTenient  part  of  the  state,  a  place  where  pa- 
tients orthie  description  can  be  received  with  as  little  delay  as  poestble  after  the 
commenoemeint  of  the  disease^  and  before  improper  management  shall  have  ag- 
gravated its  character^  and  lessened  the  chances  m  cure.    The  slight  aberrations 
of  a  fine  understandmg  aie,  without  doubt,  often  exasperated,  by  injudicious 
tiieatB»emt|  into;the  worst  form  of  confirmed  lunacy. 

''  I  would  not  unnecessarily  impute  blaa»  to  any,  because  the  insane  are  not 
now  better  oBauiaged ;  yet  there  may  be  some  Reason  to  fear,  that  a  true  disclosure 
of  their  condition  wowd  exhihiit  instances  of  suAring  from  intentional  unkind- 
ness  and  negleot,  that  would  surpcise  and  shock  everv  ftiend  of  humanity. 
Without,  however^  insisting  upon  what  is  rather  suspected  than  known  to  be  true, 
it  is  enough  for  our  purpose  to  be  assured,  as  we  are  by  the  testimony  of  all  ac- 
evate  obwrveiSy.that  the  oonsequeneea  resulting  ftom  the  misconception  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  and  ignorance  of  the  pro|ier  mode  of  treattnir  it,  are  scarcely 
less  deplorable  than  the  cTOcto  of  the  most  criminal  misconduct;  and  that  these 
evils  must  continue  to  be  experienced  so  long  as  the  insane  are  abandoned  to  the 
cam  of  oninsttucted  or  isrespoosible  individuals. 

'*  The  want  of  more  suitable  places  for  their  reception,  has  made  it  frequently 
nec^ssajry  Sot  the  publio  safety,  to  imprison  the  insane,  like  criminals,  in  the  com- 
mon county  gaols.  I  am  sure  it  neeas  no  argument  to  convince  you,  how  entirely 
UBsnitable  asul  undeserved  is  this  species  of  confinement.  The  public  maV)  in- 
^ed,  in  this  way,  be  secured  from  danger,  but  the  proteetion  is* generally  purehased 
bvthe  aastifieo  <f  the  miserable  victim.  The  moment  the  doors  of  the  prison  are 
closed  upon  lum*  all  hope  of  his  reoovexy  may  be  considered  as  destroyed.  Is  it 
just,  or  merciful,  to  treat  thus  those  whom  law  and  reason  pronounce  to  be  in- 
capahlo  of  wrong?    ' 

^*  The  firet  "^py^  he  taken,  preparatory  to  the  establishment  of  a  State  Lunatie 
Hoi^taly  and  wbsA  I  would  beg  leave 'to  recommend  for  your  consideration,  is  the 
iBstitution  of  an  inquiry,  to  be  made  in  such  manner  as  you  in  your  Wisdom  may 
thiakpropeTy  to  aspertAin,'3Yithaa much  exactness  as  practicable,  Oie  whole  num- 
ber of^ insane  within  the  state,  distinguishing  paupers  from  others;  the  number 
that  have  been  Committed  to  gaol  within  a  given  time  by  authority  of  court,  or  by 
their  friends  or  others  without  the  order  or  sanction  of  judicial  proceedings,  and 
the  length  of  their  respective  terms  of  confinement  ^  and  to  ascertain   in  like 


10  puEiQii  piiOimirK  %0QWft. 

maimer)  the  uttial  to  probable  ammmt  of  eoeta  of  o^ojlt  and  jfMtoro'  fteiy  bfli 
expenses  of  their  support  and  maintenance  in  cases  of  comtmthient.  It  woaM 
mo  be  dssliable  to  have  aa  mifraite  hifermatiaii  with  tespeet  to  the  present  tondi- 
tion  and  treatment  of  the  insane  generally,  and  the  ettMordiliary  (^iMt-ftte  ftr 
^taking  care  of  them,  as  can  be  obtained  without  an  improper  riolation  of  the  rif  hts 
df  domestie  pritaoy. 

««  Should  the  inonirjr  be  ftUtyWIj  made,  ft  is  beU^yed  that  these  tfttforttinatf 
panons  woold  be  found  to  be  so  nunterous,  and  their  sniTerinffB  in  the  a^grespite 
•a  great,  as  to  parsuade  ererj  considerate  fHend  of  his  species  that  something 
ahMiid  be  done  fbr  their  relief  They  can  took  for  help  only  to  those,  #lio9e 
ailoial  stations  giite  th^m  the  means,  as  they  impose  the  d^ty,  of  imtkhin^  oTef 
and  preoMiUng  &0  happinesa  of  «0/* 

VERMONT. 

''  State  Pfi&oh  at  Windsor, — The  new  PrisoQ,  containing  one  hun- 
ted and  thirty-aix  solitary  cella«  on  the  general  plan  of  tboeeet  Charles 
tof9/ti  and  Wetherafield,  was  finiehed  and  occupied  during  the  last  year. 
The  effect  of  this  change  is  stated,  in  a  letter  dated  October  14,  to  be 
quite  satisfactory  to  all. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont,  at  the  laat  seasioD,  provided  1^  law  as 
additional  compensation  for  a  chaplain ;  so  that  the  state  now  p^^:^ 
three  hundred  doIJftrs  per  anmini  for  this  BerTice.  and  a  chs^lain  has 
beeb  appointed  to  discharge  t]ie  dutiea.of  the  office^  . 

UASSACHU8ETT8. 

>.  ImprUmvment/or  Z><6/.«^The  law  of  iAwfAi  19,  1881^  exemptiiigalf 

persons  from  imprisonment  for  snms  less  thart  ten  dollars,* — if  the  debt 
was  contracted  subsequently  to  July  1, 183l» — and  exempting  females 
from  imprisonment  for  debt  for  all  sums,  has  had  the  effect  already^  in 
Itoston,  as  proved  by  the  records  of  the  Prison,  t6  save  fVom  imprison- 
ment about  three  hundred  persons. 

There  tvere  imprisoned  in  JaljT)  1830,  tnlU^inljr^    18!^^    m   ^ 

Auir.    "  =.   m-,  Aug..     **        =»   ^ 

Sept    «  ^iO^i  Sept.       '^        ^91 

Oct,     **  ==   Oa ;  Oct.        ^        ^.74 

from  Nov.  lid  Nov.  S3  «  77;  do.  do.    "        =A    4t 

iroinNoT.23ioDee.  24  «a   8B;  do.  do.    «<        «±:    50 
fVom  Dec.  23  to  Jan.   24,1831 »«   67;do,  da.    '<        a«    29 

from  Jan.  S3  to  Feb.   24  '<     ==   42^  do.  do.  1B39,    ^    24 

from  Feb.  23  to  Mar.  24  *»    =*    70 ;  do.  do.    *•     ,  =2    4d 

from  Mar.  3SI  to  Api>n    4  •'    «^   90;  do.  do.    »     '  ==    it 

from  April  4  td  ApfH  38  «*    w.6i;dD.  do.    *<- .     «    '^ 
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"         "  in  about  11  montha  of  1830  and  1831  ==  837  do.  do.  "Si  &  '39  =a  67S 
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Making  a  difference  of     262     in  11  months. 

As  about  one  third  of  all  the  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  tfaasa* 
chusetts,  are  imprisoned  in  Boston,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer,  Ibtl,  tbo 
law  of  March  19,  1831,  saved  from  imprisonmeot,  in  the  whole  stater 
in  the  period  above-mentioned,  about  seven  hundred  persons. 

*  By  a  former  law,  til  pertooi  trbre  exempted  for  ¥bm  hM  then  fkrn  doltufe. 


Ob  the  Biibject  of  a  further  amelioration  of  the  laws  touching  the 
rdatba  of  debtor  and  Greditor»  the  gofemor  says,  in  his  last  message 
to  the  legislature,-^ 

**  A  Report  on  the  subject  of  InBolvencj  and,  Impritonment  for  Debt,  with  a 
BUI  for  the  relief  of  Ineolyent  Debtors,  and  the  more  equal  diatribation  of  their 
eflecta,  {uepared  by  an  able  and  learned  GomraiMioii  inatitated  under  the  authority 
49f  the  fOTernment,  were  laid  befoie  the  lea>*l*ture  of  ths  laat  political  ]PMr. 
Theae  documenta  were  published  and  diatributed  among  the  meinberi,  and  ptobtp 
blj  came  within  the  obaeryation  of  moat  of  those  whom  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
addveas.  Owinf  to  the  short  continuance  of  the  seasion,  no  legislative  action  was 
then  had  upon  them.  The  original  papers,  doubtless,  remain  on  the  files  of  the 
General  Court,  and  I  beg  to  be  indulged  in  calling  them,  and  the  interesting  anb- 
jecta  which  thej  respect,  to  jour  preaentsltentpon.  It  must  surelj  be  cause  ibr 
deep  regret,  that,  while  the  claims  of  a  class  of  unfortunate  and  distressed  fellow 
cntiaens  to  our  strongest  sympathies,  have  so.  long  and  jvmiXy  been  reooniixed,  no 
jaea«af6  of  adequate  relief 'has  been  applied  to  their  concfition.  The  ulwb  of  an 
carliia'  mild  haraber  age,  in  unmitigated  severity,  still  press  upon  them ;  and  credit 
on,  yet  harder  thaA  the  laws,  hold  them  in  fear  of  perpetoal  bonda^.  Ths 
mi^ortuiies  of  men  are  ojfVtimes  as  far  beyond  the  ken  of  human  foresight,  and 
without  their  control,  as  are  the  convulsions  of  nature.  The  elements,  disease, 
&lse  tmst  in  firicnds,  public  calamities,  overwhelm  with  dudden  ruin,  and  leave 
flam  ikit  wreck  ofawhatniinfi  no  prospect  but  hopeleas  inability,  and  the  law's  poor 
neicy  lor  unperformed  engageraenta.  Thousands  there  are  ket  to  their  fknuliM 
and  to  the  community,  through  oeril  of  the  iiUUction  of  punishment  f(c  povertyi 
who,  could  tiiey  have  been  mscharged  in  the  adverse  times  which  befell  them, 
fliaiiing  with  new  enterprise  in  trose  dajrs  of  success  and  general  prosperity, 
would  have  been  restored  to  the  enjoyment  of  competency  and  the  usefulness  or 
valuable  members  of  society.  It  is  this  liability  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  which 
drags  the  sinking  man  to  the  'bottom,  and  KoMa  him  with  a  mill-stone's  weight 
from  rising.  Refinement  of  sentiment,  humanity,  and  public  policy  alike  demand, 
thati  this  ^Spifi  featiivo  qI  an  aiwiifat  poda  iheiala  be  reJased.  It  Mfroachea  the 
jurisprudence^  of  modem  tifiea,  casting  the  dark  shadows  of  a.  bttrbarous  agsi 
when  the  living  flesh  and  blood  were  sold  to  servitude  for  the  does  of  monej^ 
ovet  the  noenday  infiuences  of  Christian  philanthropy." 

^otwithstaodifilg  the  report  of  tho  commissioners,  and  the  message 
of  the  governor,  nothing  was  done  by  the.  legislatuie. 

Siate  Prison  q$  Ckarkstawn, — ^The  pleasantest  thing  about  this  in- 
StitQliOQ  is  thei  great  diminution  in  the  number  of  oonvicts.  In  the 
vsani  1816,  17,  and  16t  the  number  of  persons  committed  to  this 
Prison  varied  ftom  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  siily- 
^e  ;  ia  the  year  ending  Oct.  1, 18di,  the  number  was  seventy-one,-^ 
l«a  than  was  received,  with  one  exception,  in  any  year  from  1807  to 
1827.  On^  yeac  siupe,  the  number  of  peisons  connae4  in  the  Priaaa 
exceeded  three  hundred ;  it  is  now.  May  M,  two  bundled  and  twentj^ 
fire.  Thm  averagA  number  oomnulted  in  Prison  auraally  for  ten  years, 
ftom  1815  to  1826,  was  ninety-eight,  which  is  twenty-seven  more  than 
the  nqpiber  bt  the  last  year. 

The  causes  of  this  diminution  in  the  number  are  several,  wbicK  we 
fiMidly '  ho|>e,  will  be  permanent  causes  of  similar  resnita  in  future 
yeais:-^ 

1.  The  Temperance  Reformation; 

2.  The  system  of  Sabbath  school  instruction,  which  has  been  in 
operation  in  Boston  since  1815,  and  soon  after  in  the  state  at  large ; 

3.  The  Hoqse  of  EeCbrmatiou  ror  Jufvientfe  IMimt^iPgita; 

4.  The  Reform  in  Prison  Piscqdine; 

In  a  word,  combined  and  aystematio  he«»««lenl 


^  Let  tilt  good  citizens,  theh^  (^tiDUe  to  combine  tbdr  eiertiodiia 
Wior  of  tbew  abject3  of  beodvolenoe,  and  thu9  hdp  la  dioHniab  the 
Humber  of  S(ftte  Priam  tMmmtSw 

'  Another  very  pl^asam  clrcttnistance,  in  Regard  to  the  tVison  at 
Charlestown,  is  the  increasing  interest  of  t)ie  Sabbath  school  within 
the.w^iUs-  Pxobably  not  lm»  tWiJive  hundred  of  the  moec  moral  and 
reapectahle  ohtaMia  of  Bosfon,  Cfaarlestown  and  Cambridge 'hafe  been 
teachers  in  this  Sabbath  school  whhfn  the  Ia;st  yeai*.  The  effect  of  this 
operation  is.to, engsu^e  «the  syjmipathiea,  pr^yer^.  and  hopea  of  4i  large 
|:^4,of  ^be  conunuaUy  in  the  nftighbarhood  of  ihe  Prison,  in  Ihe  oon* 
diiioit  Mid  pffoiipeetaof  ^he  piitoners,  fiM"tHne  and  eterility,  ih  a  man- 
ner atithougf|t  6f  belbr^;  asbd'  Which,  al^W  y^aiis  ago.  seethed  ^  niuch 
impo88it))e»,as  p,t^vf^yi  p./mpuot^ii;i,int9>,tbe  jfnid^i  of  the  wa, . .  Agood 
Christlmin.watpn^  two.yeaw  isinoe,  iwould  amik  safaOMnaly  wkh  «» 
belief,  if  you  asked  him  to  pray  for  conytcts;  but  tfow  hetmiy  ^  aeen 
pteadbg  >8t^elt!y  With  oth^^s^o  pray  in  fUith  on  this  subject 

^  Tiie jconyictsl,  too/felt  that^  the  community  was  at  war  with  tbnm;  and 
tl^y,  fle^hl^}s  innoo«BtIy  in  their  own.  vioWt--*-*wiiioh  is  not-alrnnge  u 
Immaninatiiro i8,>-^-piided  ihemselv^  in  bemg  obfciitiatfe  ami  attecess^ 
fu!*  enemies.  '  l|ut  how  changed  T'Sabbadi  after  Sabbath,  wilhbut  any  con- 
siifierable  rariation^in  cons<;quenc^ofcol4>or  rai;|)yOr.heat^4wenly-fi»«» 
thirty  .and  ibriy  genUement.  and  Ahis  nlternaAelyi^  «»«■  loindbo  'tke  wbola 
number  probably  not  tess'thdh  iffe*h«nidi«d>  are  fbund  tieigtilktfy  iI'dMir 
pd§t«j;  At  Mtf -^ast  feh ft'cjoCIc,!^ Sdbbath  morn  lyiaoQ 

ST^JbbaltJi  scjipol.  ;  Hfer^  isi.  np;\cp^tipy,^r;8y,.e*cept  .of  j^  Lew 

begi^  ]oyj9wi...!tiie  lEjadand  bea«tfieit:re|^ ^mnntfeslid  tby  tinsopeia 
tte'ivTeoipreoatBd/  'The<ooni>4eUr^1  that  they; h&i^«&ioere  IHen<fa« 
and  many*  df  them  appear'  ihdfSpbsed  to  retdrit  evil  fer  good,  and  to 

cherish  .ipi^^gi^t.feejiings  t^wa^cls  .^heir  ^bbftth  i  scbof  I  -  tff»f  hnwi  It 
ia>a  roiatioQ  out  of  whieh  are  eontinualify  qpringiegiy  btemil^l  pkali 
of  rightoousMlss,  whicirthe'I^rd  hath  ptknt^d;  -'  f  •-'  ^    -    '  '  ^  < 

^AnotlifSr'igtl^liSflim  167itQtn>iance,  and  alHoOst  (Ae^  obt^  ba^'.)fii\i^gard 
tn  which  we  hava  not.  been  a(^e  to,  congratulate  til^  friendanf  lUs  i» 
stitMtion  for'twonr  three  yearBipael^is  this i  ^U the  .expense  of  tmt^ 
pdrting  thepriMMwra  to  tbie  Prison  framrth^  different 'counties/ and  the 
clothes  and  tnoney  which  were  giron  to  them  on  their  disch^rge^  he 
deductedi,  the.  pri^on  ator^  j^an  supported  itself  during  the. last  jiear; 
and,  lor  tiie  first  aiz  months >ol> the  present  year^is  believed-' br4te*ea» 
ecotiveto  be  doing  bett^  sfffl.  '      ■  .         .     r  .iv/ 

Ther^  is  stiff  another  Circnhi^ric^  of  bdnglTaticiUUon ;  d^i.'^ldvem- 
mfint  has,  by  law,  provided  jt<^r  th«i  whole  support  of  ihe  QiMpfann.*  • 

vlmportapi  inforoMitioB,  and'sttongv  oottooiteilt ' nnd ^dehghtfui '  teslH 
mony  tioneeruing  the^Hatiaoler  of  this  Prison;  wiM  now-  bii  gSroa |.<i<»* 
sisting  of  extracts  from  the  reporta  of  the  inspectoral  warden^  cbap- 
lain  and  physician  of  the  Prispn  to  the  executivo^  and  from  (he  nas* 

sage  of  tliC  ^avemor  to  the  legialaiure. 

.     •    •  • 

Extracts  ff&m  the  R^mt  &f  the  Inapttion. 
*<  To  His  Exeelleacy  tbs  Gorsmoc ,  aod  the  HooobM^  Conoil. 


f'TlieltiiipsetMscf  theSlatAFriwmntiiebtAlihrsabiiift  the  Ibll6w2n|:  BeBort 


"  It  is  not  jet  Tour  jemn  nnce  the  pawing;  of  the  Viw,,|iniTidin|;  for  tha.prmnt 
orfitiiiaAiion  ^f  ^l!6e  Prison,  and  pot  qnitie  i^'o'y^nif  since  the  completion  of  uie^ 
now  IrtiildioigfftiaMed  thtMveriiMent  to'Mify  iftto  ftdl  opendion  the  ststetn  tkAV- 
tempUted  hj  that  law.    Even  in  this  short  penod^  Ihe  .MMO^tar  >ti  th^>syHtiifai»  <i« 
ohyiQMa  tcrtfae  fiost/Mii^^ss  oba^nrer«r?Mf^4ip, m^^  &n4.  mom)  :CQnppici4oii»  w /t|ie 
iiiatiitittoii  18  more  close lyscrutmi^d.    The  nature  and  ezUuit  of  the  improTiK 
zaent  ean  be  r^hed  onlf  by  compai^rn^  the  foriher  with  the  actii^  condition  of[ 
the  ¥mmk^   FonneHy)  flie  ikcUitlesifortihe  inierootirsi*  of  the  convicts  ^wiA'eaeli- 
oihttfii  an4,tfr«ii  ^iih  ,9ttmfm»t  Aheir  ^virol^  of  libe'  tlotey /ftUowcd)  ttacbu  'unfien 
li«  pwe  provcr-^tint,  anUi.aUpyp  ^  t|iP.  poft^afgBMPt.»(;#ftTp»»lJwr  fly is^ya <o^U^ 
MTithoot  sapcrintetiaence  durinor  the  nigh;ky  gave  then)  means  and  opportunities, 
i^  comfptiug  edeh  bth(^r,  for'ev&difig;'the  regola^ops  and  de<^ating  th^  objects  of 
t^Frisott,  ad  ft*  «ndaitgM-i*g  thtr^^UMildpSMt^. '  Tb«^  Wtv^dM&ntlJ^entfa^i 
ia^ots,,«iQt  only. for  meir  ^w^^m^^ptii  b«t  for  liie  por^tratiMfof  felpitiflii  Sy.a»4> 


alWjUy 
"Thi 


nitMM[i,t.te<»duitr^  8^rihto'idiitfhftfg«^«  cMmviiM;  t^UelKrof'sM&^'ii^V^ 
Uy id ^€^ iiei^hbo»oQd4  .  •:  ..-.  >-.^  .  *  ■  ;  «.'•..'•  •  i--  -  i  :  >  '  •<! 
rhe  re«ent  ^d  pot  ycthanileQfd.crmiinjil,J>9iQ|Sheve  «^pflMd,M  ih*  f^^^f^^ 
iofl'tienoe  of  the  worsf  intercourEC  and  tne  worst  exam  pie « ana  far  removea  from^ 
eVeiy  nloriilTestrtiiit.  Soon  became  Ikmiliaix*  with  every  specie^  of  guilt,  recilbsa 
of  yiBiiihimmt j mnd 4he ik<tef .of  fie^-vOtitih  it  oiitee  brUUliW94^hie«i|iten06l  aiM- 
pEMk^d  h^Mrei^tiv  tili.aU  w^i^  ^i^afbf  dQir«i»eir))F  to ja^  level:  «iidlk(ttioiiMMBtii 
alKindoned. ,  At  U^e  same, limine,, their  5[:K)ou4<>AeiM:effaxp^  tlf^m  to  ffio^ueiiti; 
-.L         *.       -* kept  them  in  perpetual. apprehens*  ^  *        '  -     —  ^^ 

^  «y  some  compahitn^.    Devoted 
;(theg^  seemed  to  toegi9dt«faemieli«(i 

mora]  («  re)^us  ^npjressiQns*    Qb(^urAPQr  W^fJP  ^va  nwfMfie^  pm  ajte^f  thipg. . 
like  conkpmictiQn  was  asubjecl  of  ridicule.    Tnib  state  of  ibuigs  Was  not  oeculior ; 
to  our  own  'Ptison :  it^longs  to  all  >Vhieh  are  conducted  oti  the  same  pnncfiples 
bjiwiuclv'ttet'Mtiini MflSlttfldwrttfia]; !» j»Uth Um ctitiml of  Wn^jp, n  tetAy 
commnttirsiw  by  da|r>  wi^«fi«hothetr4^d  iwrnstnined  intetwwws  t  iwjith  ^tcbiA  . 
of  dieir  covjMinioiis.hy  Q^ht»  lue.  Allowed. ^  pfsrivwui  gwi^  l^  ^^.  cfiim,  ifO( 
cifit*!.  '  - 

*«>Oirlbft  4Milfer'llind,  bj^the  s^teni  now  In'opeiitftibnhaAreviBeMnviets  kiis ' 
pi9tlB0r<l  fibWBliintpcpiBs^  'mtM  efuth  olhet  ift  with  binngefs,  iHd  il«:of9iifliitod" 
eaeb  in  liis  solitary  cell  at  night  .  Tjoef,  not  wiJ^frsi^Mi^  90  pay  Aid  thciv.  kboriv 
b«t  9re  not  se^tt^d  t^  h»ve  ^ny  propertv  whftte vec  ^th^if  pQfseasi5wi,C9QeftiD^ 
th«'tetiaed!OT  ^ece^ity  fomisned  them  by  the  Prison,  aind  are  so  stnctly  disci- , 
pHied  <uii  sterfMd,  that  fhes«  vegulatibns  aife  efibettialiy  en^reed,uid  thus  the'' 
w«nit  eyik^eadatiiig  4mdt«  thB  former  ^yttete  «m-  ffe«deted  imossible.  It  iMui^ 
be  addedi.that  the  moral  ^nd  religions  juBMAmetiQesi  •£  the-  ehepjiiMi,  mtm  «Ai  n^  ; 
fit  occasion^,  and  c^qialjy  in  the  Sunday  school,  wider  his  chargea  lana.  an  .Ua*  . 
portant  anxuiary  US  the  discipline  of  the  rrison. 

"T%ottgh  the:  prNMt  system  has  been  in  operalion  so  Aort  a  time,  stid  so  many  ' 
•till  reii»m .  iB^lu»  wrurt  edueeted  «&iier  thfc'fofHier,  lis  results  afe  eonspimicme - 
in  the  whole  demeanor,  the  habits,  and  the  hcidth  of  the .  oenviets.,    They  wo 
obedient  jvid  respectful  •  tq  their  pfl|cers^  are  more  .cleanly,  industrious  and  eon- 
tent^,  Mh^ble  to  kindness,  scceisible  to  leelings  of  compunction,  and  easily  in-, 
dueed  i»'  tiMLm.m  res61tttiotiS'  of  amendment.    H6w  ftir  such  resolutions  will  in ' 

CHd  belotbeM  Uvsad  the  ttnoptatioiip  which^tlMy  ttiay  aseet  in  sobiety,  after 
dise^^j  bfi  B^iffm^i  pai^  ho  dcftenniped  valgr  hy  long  expsffienee  find  dose  ^ 
observntion. 

^  We  hope  muc)i,  aind  we  expect  riot  a  little.  This  one  thing  v>e  know,  that, 
wbatt^er  may  bethe'iaflnenee  of  this  itastlttxtlon,  as  a  sehcMl  of  refbrm,  it  has 
ceased  to  be  the  echool  of  depravity.  The  warden  itiitbe,  Ihat,  of  the  ninety**- 
Kven  who  have  been  discharged  the  last  year,  only  six  are  known  by  him  to  have 
committed  any  new.  ofisAoe  |  a  statemeat  which  would  have  been  altogether  in- 
sredible  under  the  old  system,  though  less  pains  were  taken  then  than  now,  to 
tTMe  the  hietoty^  aad  ttleveinetits  or  those  wno  had  left  the  Prison." 

"  JhasfpoialK^ni by  the  Freneh  govemnieat,  of  comntisetoaeM  to  visit  the 


UmtedStites,  ud  inquire  into  our  systeme  of  Prieon  dieeipjinp^and  the  pfiaoi 
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plei  and  admizuBtnitioii  of  our  peml  ls«ra,  is  a  cxedtt  to  that  nation,  and  a  cm^ 
pliment  to  this ;  and  the  duty  has  been  confided  to  gentRmen  who  seem  ererj 
way  qualified  to  discharge  it  in  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  themaelT^  and  ns- 
ful  to  their  country.  They  have  recently  made  repeated  TisitB  to  this  Prison,  ajid 
its  officers  have  taken  pleasure  in  giving  them  every  aid  and  information  in  their 
power. 

**  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  inspectors  to  express  their  entire  satialactioD 
with  the  conduct  of  all  the  present  officers  of  the  Prison ;  though  their  testimooy 
•an  haxdly  be  necessary  to  the  merit  of  the  physician,  of  the  chaplain,  an4  es- 
pecially of  the  warden,  who  have  performed  their  respective  duties  with  a  zeil, 
ability,  harmony,  and  discretion,  of  which  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  is  tht 
best  proof  and  the  best  reward. 

F.  C.  GRAY,  > 

S.  L£IJkND,  V 

«  State  Puioir,  Sepi.  90. 1831.  CHAKLES  WJOLS^S 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Warden. 

'<  To  His  Eicellency  Levi  Lincoln,  and  The  Honorable  Council  of  tlie  Oobb- 

mottwealth. 

**  The  Warden  of  the  State  Prison  has  the  honor  to  present,  on  the  close  of  tfe 
year,  a  **  Statement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Prison,"  as  required  by  law,  and  uk» 
leave  to  report  as  follows : — 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  October  1st,  1830,  was SW 

Number  received  during  the  last  year, 71 

351 

Diseharged  during  the  year,  on  ezpiratioa  of  sentence, 65 

^nlenees  remitted, ' 12 

Died,  7;  Escaped,  none, ••• 7 

Detained  by  court, ><».« 1—105 

Whole  number  in  confinement  Oct.  1st,  1831, i ^ 

Jiget  qf  those  remaining ,  viz  : 

16  to  20  years,  18  j  20  to  25  years,  45  ^  25  to  30  years,  55 ;  30  to  35  yean, 
45;  35  to  40  years,  31;  40  to  45  yean,  31;  45  to  50  years,  12;  50  to  55Tean, 
7;  55  to  60  yean,  5;  60  to  65  yean,  4;  65  to  70  years,  3 ;— Making 250. 

Terms  4>f  Stmteneet  of  thorn  rmnaimng. 

Tor  1  year,  31;  for  IJ  year,  13;  for  1}  year,  2;  for  2  yean,  51;  for  2i 
yean,  5;  for  3  yean,  28 ;  for  3j|  yean,  1 ;  for  4  yean,  15;  for  5  years,  23; 
lor  5i  yean,  1;  for  6  vean,  7;  Tor  7  yean,  19;  for  8  vean,  4;  for  10  yean, 
10;  Tor  12  jrean,  2;  tor  14  yean,  2;  for  15  yean,  l;  for  17  ye«n,  1;  tor 
life,  40 ;— Making  256. 

Skates  and  OmMtrieito  tohiA  hdonging. 

Maine, • 15  England, 9 

Massachusetts,.., 124  Hollattd, S 

New  York,.. , 10  France, 2 

New  Hampshire, 17  Ireland, 90 

Vermont, , 6  British  Colonies, 7 

New  Jersey, 1  Scotland, • 4 

Maryland, 6  Naj^es, , 

Pennsylvania, 7  Spain, 

Connecticut 10  St.  Domingo, 

Virginia, 1  Brazil 

South  C^olina, 2  Africa, 

Rhodelsland. 8       „     .    '  .     '^ 

*  _^_       Forei^nen,...t «» 

2(y7        Amenoans,. 207 


OrtMet  of  Mofs  fflwiauigi. 

Utrcenj, .184    Attempt  to  rape, ' 7 

fiargkry, 15    Assault  with  intent  to  murder, T 

CounteriEeiting, 18    Felonious  assault, 5 

Forgery, 8    Manslaughter, , 3 

Arson.  .,.....,..,• 3    Robbery, 1 

Bestiality, 1    Adultery, 3 

Perjury, ^ 1  

Murder,  sentence  conunuted, 2  356 

EmploymeKt. 

Stone-cattiog' .66    TaUors, ^..16 

Grinding impTementSy. '...••• .......  3    Cooksv.i.... ••,«..  5 

Shoe-nu^em, 15    Cabinet-makers, 41 

Shop  waiters, 5    Bakers, 1 

Washing, ,.«.,.  ^^ 4  3reaking  stone  for  Macadamizing, . .  3 

Barbers, 3    Porters— New  Prison  and  yaxd, 3 

Coe^zs,  .«..»».,, 18  Attendant  in  chapel,  and  messenger,  1 

Brash-makers,.... 10    fi^^acksmiths, 30 

Whitesmiths,    7    Patients  in  hospital, 4 

Transporting  stone, 13    Carpenter  and  ho1]ae'>w«llers, 3 

Attending  in  hospital, 3  

habeciJe, 1  366 

''  Of  the  conTietB  remaining,  38  are  Negroes  and  Mulattoes,  and  3  are  Indians ; 
44  are  confined  on  second  commitments;  21  on  third  commitments ;  2  on  fourth, 
and  3  on  fifth  oonunitments.  Of  the  71  committed  during  the  last  year,  61  wete 
for  larceny,  3  for  horary,  4  for  counterfeiting,  1  for  robbery,  1  for  attempt  to 
rape,  1  fotr  aManlt.  and  1  for  forgery. 

'^The«fents-of  the  last  year  kave  not  been  important  The  system  of  disci* 
pline  and  police  has  been  further  tested,  and  found  adequate  to  ita  objects.  The 
^wer  vested  in  the  baada  of  the  warden  bv  law,  cautiouslv  exercised,  has  been 
ioond  equal  to  the  enforcement  of  order  and  obecUence,  with  few  resorts  to  coer- 
cive measures. 

^"  The  salutary  restraint  and  compulsion  to  labor  of  such  men  as  are  sentenced  to 
uie  Penitentiary,  necessarily  demands  the  application  of  occasional  punishments. 
These  Dunishments  must  be  either  internal,  oy  starvation,  or  external,  by  corpo- 
real infliction  of  stripes.  The  latter  of  these  modes  has  been  adopted  in  tnlB 
Prison,  as  being  less  cruel  and  injurious  to  the  healtlf  of  the  offender,  producing 
a  more  prompt  and  cheerful  obedience,  and  preserting  his  labor  for  the  benefit  <» 
k'mstif  and  the  community ;  but  neither  of  these  modes  have  been  resorted  to, 
when  the  mind  of  the  offender  could  be  reached,  and  properly  affected  by  argu- 
«Knt  or  admonition." 

"  The  warden  cannot,  in  justice  to  his  own  feelings,  close  this  report,  wfthoitt 
patefiillv  acknowled^ng  the  judicious  counsel  and  ready  support  of  the  mem- 
oera  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  the  humanity  and  ability  of  the  physician,  and 
loore  especially  the  aseidiums  labors  and  pious  zeal  of  the  reverend  chaplain, 
crinced  in  his  teaching  and  in  the  great  utility  and  moral  effect  of  the  Sunday 
■chool  under  his  direction,  as  well  as  for  the  interesting  accumulation  of  facts 
which  he  has  obtained  in  regard  to  .the  early  history  and  habits  of  the  conricta. 
M<1  which  it  is  hoped  he  will  communicate  in  his  report.  Nor  is  the  unweariea 
«;tteQUon  and  industry  of  the  deputy  and  all  the  officers  connected  at  the  presei^t 
time  with  the  institution,  less  worthy  of  the  thanks  and  approbation  of  the 
warden."  ' 

''  The  detailed  accounts  of  the  institution  will  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment, as  required  by  law.  The  following  account  of  income  and  disburse* 
°^nt«,  showing  that,  un^er  all  the  disadvantages  stated  aboye,  the  earnings  of  the 
convicts  have  met  the  expenses  within  the  sum  of  477  dollars  f{j^,  is  respectfolly 
'^''Rvd  to  as  exhibiting  the  financial  results  of  the  year. 
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Dr.      DUkttnmmtUs  mul  Imeom$for  mm  Ymr^  mdmg  Sifitmher  30»  3JS31.     Gk. 


To  euh  paid  for  provlakMu, 7^6  97 

To  cash  p«id  for  clothing, 3,160  d6 

To  cash  paid  for  hoaplufexpeDMa,  .  aS9  SO 
To  caah  paid  for  fuel  and  general  ex- 

penaea,  tnelndlng  Tarioua  rapaira, 

Ibc 9,359  SO 

To  cash  paid  for  ofllcera*  aalarlea, .  .  11,975  00 

To  eaahpaid  to  priaonera  dlacbarged.  387  06 
To  eaah  paid  for  timnapovtation  Df 

ooiivlcta. 977  i» 

To  deprecktlou  of  atock  by  dacav, 

Ax., 895  97 

^49186 


By  profitaof  aloaa  department,  .  .  .  19,083  9 

By  proflta  of  latior  departoMBt,  .  .  .  4,911  tt 

By  feea  of  adnlttaace, flOS  IS 

1^  proOta  of  coopering  depaiinea^ .  i;M4  m 

By  flztttiea and  toola,fp6 ;  rente,  410^  66  M 

By  aalea  of  mercliandiae, 97  9 

By  balance  of  profit  and  loaa,  ....  0  If 
1^  balance,  being  ezoeaaof  eayanaaa 

over  ineo«e  for  tlMyear»  .....  fI7M 


''  All  of  which  u  ■ttbniitted  with  the  most  profound  respect. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  AUSTIN, 

«  MAiaiOBOMm  State  Prisoh,  Oct.  14, 1831." 


Exacts  from  the  Repmri  of  the  Cheplain. 

*'  To  Hia  Exeellency  Lbvi  Liitcolh,  Gavemor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Maoi- 

chuietta,  and  the  Honor^le  Council. 

"  The  Chaplain  of  the  State  Prison  begs  leave  moat  leapectftiUj  to  aubmit  tbe 
following  remarks,  touching  the  department  in  which  he  is  called  to  labor  in  thii 
institution. 

"  Since  the  completion  of  the  new  Prison,  and  the  introductiott  of  the  prewnt 
well  defined  and  salutary  system  of  discipline,  so  uniform  has  been  the  taune  of 
business  and  events  from  month  to  month,  and  so  little  has  transpired  to  eic&te 
particular  attention,  that  scarcely  any  thing  remains  to  be  said,  in  oMldiCton  to  the 
remarks  which  lie  had  the  honor  to  submit  m  his  last  annual  Report.  A  repetition 
of  these,  on  this  occasion,  can  hardly  be  thought  necessary.  He,  however,  hu 
the  happiness  to  say,  that,  during  the  year  which  is  now  past,  he  leela  confident 
that  there  has  been  a  gradual  and  constant  improvement  of  feeling  ii^  the  mbidf 
of  much  the  greater  portion  of  the  convicts.  With  few  ezceptionfl,  they  hafc 
becoi  quiet,  orderly,  submissive  and  industrtous;  and  it  u  moreover  true,  that 
there  has  been  manifested  a  deeocr  and  more  fixed  attention,  diuing  the  vmriooa 
religious  services  which  are  performed  in  the  institution ,  and  private  instraetioB 
and^sdvice  more  generally  sought,  and  with  deeper  interest  and  emotion  lislened 
to,  than  at  any  former  period,  smce  his  residence  in  it. 

"  In  addition  to  theae  remarks,  it  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  mj, 
that  the  minds  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  convic|s  have  been  nraeh  more 
than  ordinarily  afi^cted  by  divine  truth ;  have  been  unusually  serious  and  atten- 
tive to  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  desirous  to  be  taught  the  way  of  life 
and  salvation.  Numbers,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  have  been  uooght  heartily  and 
truly  to  repent  of  their  sins,  both  of  heart  and  of  life  ;  and  to  conseorats  them- 
selves to  a  far  different  life,  and  to  the  service  of  a  far  different  maater.  It  ia 
obvious,  that,  in  judging  of  the  penitence  and  reformation  of  persona  eirran- 
stanced  as  thev  are,  great  caution  and  circumcpection  are  to  be  exereised.  This, 
it  is  believed,  nas  been  done ; — and,  after  ^1  due  allowance,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved there  are  numbers,  who  will  prove,  *  by  their  fruit,'  that  tiie  *  tree'  has 
been  made  'good;'  and  who  will  not  disappoint  the  hopes  and  expectattoot 
which  have  been  cherished  in  regard  to  them.  The  feelings  and  impresaions  of 
others  will,  doubtless,  be  '  like  Uxe  nuirnlng  cloud  and  the  eariy  dew,*  pawitig 
quickly  away. 

"The  Sabbath  school,  during  the  past  year,  hts  fully  answered  our  best  antici- 
pation. Its  number  has  been  mcreased,  from  about  sixty,  to  somewbat  more  t^ 
one  hundred.  This  school  has  been  instructed  by  pious  and  competent  teachen 
from  without,  who.  firom  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  volunteer  their  services  for  the  be- 
nevolent object  of  instructing,  in  the  duties  they  owe  to  God,  to  their  fellev 
creatures,  and  themselves,  this  degraded  and  unhappy  class  of  our  fellow  oea. 


*<  Th^  arci^ge  nnmhpr  of  toach^n  fi  abotii  twenty^five.  ThoT-iM^  ttnifomlj 
exprensed  mfH  satisfaction  in  tfanr  work,  and  have  maBifesUy  beoa  actuated  by  a 
spixit  which  could  not  &il  to  be  happy  in  itq  results. 

'*  The  chaplain  feels  his  great  indebtedness  to  these  Christian  friends  for  their 
faenevoleikt  services  in  this  departnicnt  of  labor ;  and  .doubts  not,  that  much  of  the 
good  wiixch  has  resulted  to  the  institution  from  moral  and  religious  instruction,  is 
U>  be  aacribedy  under  a  mcrciilil  Providence,  to  their  instrumentality." 

''  Sonse  results,  obtained  from  inquiries  lately  made  of  the  convicts,  may  not 
be  wholly  out  of  pluot  in  such  a  report.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed^  that  the  truth 
ha^  ill  all  cases,  been  obtained  in  the  austere  given  to  the  various  interrogatories 
which  have  been  put ;  though  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that,  on  most  of  the  subieota 
of  inquiry,  true  answers  were  given.  There  is  little  doubt  in  the  mind  or  the 
writer,  that  on  the  subject  of  intemperancej  the  troth  was  oflen  kept  back.  In  some 
cased,  he  has  the  means  of  knowing  that  it  was.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing 
for  those  who  are'  almost  consiahtTy  under  the  excitement  of  ardent  spirits,  to 
deny  tltt.t  they  are  ini^mperatt,  unless  they  drink  t^ipsclves  actually  drunkj  so  as 
to  l(>9e  all  consciousness,  and  to  become  utterly  incapable  of  helping  themselves. 
Thm  they  have  drinked  too  muck,  Vfota  much  aHii  eaieAil  exaauaotioB.  m  it  re- 
gards the  connection  of  intemperance  and  crime,  the  writer  is  satisfied  that  at 
leaat  three  fourtlis  of  all  the  tenants  of  our  State  Prisons  are  the  victims  of  intem- 
perate drinking.  'How  cheerfuNy  ind  prtmptly^  then,  should  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance be  espoused,  and,  by  every  practicable  means,  be  patronized  and  sustained 
by  every  lover  of  virtne  and  his  country !    •  '  ' 

**  The  results  referred  to  above  sre  as  fofidvii  :— 

Did  not  know  tlie  alphabet  when  they  came  to  Prison, 90 

Could  rea4  only  in  easy  lessons  for  children^ ',,,,,.  21 

Could  not  write, 1 61 

Had  been  accustomed,  though  not  in  general,  intemperately  to  tiie  use  of  ar- 
dent spirit,  before  the  age  of  16  years, < • 197 

Acknowledged  that  intemperance  led  them  to  crime, '. 156 

Addicted  to  intemperate  habits  when  tliey  came  to  Prison, 167 

Whose  parents,  one  or  both,  were  intemperate, ' .' 50 

Guilty  of  thefl  (mostly  of  a  petty  nature,  such  as  stealing  fruit  and  the  like) 

beloro  thee a^  of  J6  years, 45  - 

Brought  up  without  any  regular  trade  or  employment, 82 

Left  parent*  before  the  age  of  %\  years,  without  their  approbation  or  consent,.  68 
MsAy  others,  who  had  been  apprenticed  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  did  not 
oooiplete  the  terms  of  their  apprenticeglup,  but  ran  away,  and  thui  fell  mto 
crime. 
Hadf  beifore  ooming  to  prison,  lived  in  the  habitual  neglect  and  violation  of  the 
Sabbath, ,, IW 

Whole  nmnber  of  convicts  questioned,  and  from  whom  the  foregoing  results 

were  obtnined, t56 

Of  this  niunber,  there  were  convi^d  in  Boston, i^ .  .112 

Number  of  colored  persons,  including  Indians, i. .  48 

Of  these  a.  much  larger  proportion  are  found  without  education,  than  any 
other  class  of  convicts. 

Number  of  those  bom  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 48 

Th«^  as  a  class,  much  more  poorly  educated  than  those  bom  witbin  the 
United  States. 

^  Wlieii  U»  institstioB  is  eompared  with  what  it  toss  but  a  few  years  past,  we 
have  abnndftnt  occasion  to  say,  *  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  tor  us,  where- 
of we  tfe  Cla^-'    To  Us  sMreifiU  cave  let  k  emr  be  oomputted,  and  may  has 
r  Be  sappUcatodand  enjoyed. 


(Signed)  JARED  CURTIS, 

CkaplahL  Mam,  abste  Priim 
'^Chakx.bstowit,  Od.  14,1681." 
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Phyticicm^s  Reports 

*'To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  Honorable  Cowuellon  of  the  Gov- 

monwealth  of  Maasachusetta. 

*<  The  number  of  patienta  admitked  to  the  hoapital  of  thia  institatxm,  dmiiig 
the  Tear  ending  September  30ih,  ia  107 ;  the  a^mflate  number  of  4aja*  rnUenoe 
*  in  tne  hoapital  is  1875.  The  clerk's  «4»ount  wJl  showXhegroas  expenaea  of  this 
deoartment  to  be  $22U  50.  lf»  from  this  sun,  be  deducted  $131  2S,  bcmg  tks 
value  of  1875  rations,  at  7  cents  per  ration,  which,  would  h»ve  bean  aeiwl  to  tbs 
cpnvictsy  had  they  not  been  in  tw  hoepitsly  we  shall  hava  $98  25^  aa  the  mut  ei* 
penae  of  this  department  ibr  the  cun«At  year.  Tha  aaneaed  Sohednle  will  allow 
that  seven  patients  have  died  during  tne  yaar.  Of  this  nomfaer,  one  4ied  </ 
mania,  ori|dnatin£r  in  organic  disease  of  the  brain,  of  long  standing.  Two  died 
of  venereal  complainta,  and  the  banofbl  eflEbcIa  of  merearial  medieima  tnukiUiil' 
ly  administered  before  their  admission  to  this  Prison,  and  four  died  of  ptilmonaiy 
consumption.  This,  though  a  disease  of  fVequcnt  occurrence,  does  not  appear  to 
originate  in  any  employment  or  privation  to^^hich  the  convicts  are  subjected,  bat 
to  organic  l^siokis,  indueed  by  viciotts  hablttf  and  expostores  previous  lo  their  kd- 
miasion.  Acute  diseases  occur  less  frequently  than  elsewhere,  and  have,  as  yet 
been  treated  with  uniform  success.  Relapses  of  fever,  and  otlier  acute  disease^ 
are  not  known  in  this  place.  Tlie  solution  of  this  interesUng'aDd  curioos  f^ct  is 
to  be  fbnnd,  I  apprehend,  in  the  following  considerations :— -First,  an  early  ap- 
plication for  rebef,  on  the  part  of  the  sick ; — Secondly,  that  itae '  hospital  of 
this  institution  affords  the  sick  aU  the  rest,  nursinJB^  tnd  medicine  their  several 
cases  reqnlre,  while  it  effectuallv  protecta  them  irom  the  excitemeot  of  seeia^ 
visiters  and  over-anxious  friends,  from  the  interference  of  busy-bodies^  with  their 
hatmless  and  Infallible  remedies,  and  from  the  too  early  indulgence  in  food  and 
exercise  during  convalosoenee. 

*'  It  fives  me  pleasure  to  odd,  that  the  convicts  intrusted  wiHi  the  caie  of  the 
hoepitiu  have  been  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  aasigifed  thittn— that 
order  and  decorum  have  been  maintained — and  that  the  sick  have  been  treated 
with  aMention  and  kindness. 

I  am,  e^ntlemen, 

ftuwt  respectftdly,  yours,  dbe.,    . 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  f  WALKB&, 

EztracUfrqm  tht  Mu9gge  of  His  ^utUmctf  the  ixtmemer., 

**  VarioiM  OAttfirs,  which  are  the  usual  and  proper  subjects  of  annual  commu- 
nication, will  be  presented  to  you,  with  the  necessary  roinnteness  of  detail,  in 
reports  from  appropriate  departments  and.agentt  of  the  ffovvraihent.  Andsg 
these,  it  will  not  fail  to  be  distinguished  as  cause  for  peculiar  gratification,  that 
the  condition  of  the  State  Prison  has  at  length  reached  a  highly  satisfactory  point 
of  improvement.  Honor  to  the  wisdom,  the  moral  confidence  and  courage,  the 
determiiwd  tnd  persevering  purpose,  of  successive  legialatures  in  a  i^wyeafs  past 
thfiXy  by  liberal  appropriations  from  the  treasury  to  Uie  meoaa  of  experiment:  in 
penitentiary  reguuition  and  discipline,  a  mere  Prison  Houat^  for  the  phyncal  rs- 
stridnt  of  tne  body,  has  been  converted  into  a  Sdvool  of  salutary  instruction  and 
reinan  to  the  minde  of  the  moat  videus  and  abandoned  of  onr  fellow  men.  Thf 
eye  of  Christann  hope  may  now  rest  with  aesoranee  upon  the  inflnenGe  eF  this 
institution  in  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  of  the  truest  benevolenoe*  Al- 
though but  little  more  than  two  years  have  elapsed  aince  the  introdnction  of  a 
new  system  of  employment  and  controTinto  the  Prison,  the  b^ne^cial  eflecta.  are 


already  diatincfly  visible,  both  within  and  without  the  ^ulb.  The'  demeanor  of 
the  oonricUi  has  been  softened  and  eotreotedi  and  tern  the  admeoatidiia  afibrded 
here.  an4  the  gresler  terror  inspired  abroad,  oomoiitiiieiits  h^ve*  eeneihly  donin*/ 
ishea.  Within  the  lastyear,  the  number  of  prisoners  was  reduced  from  ^i90.  at 
itseommenoement,  to  SoG,  at  its  close.  •  The  directors  express  the  opinion  *  that 
crines  of  ta  itsoeioua  chanieter  ars  leas  frequent  than  wns  onc^  t3be  ease ;  and 
th$t  the  muority  of  the  eooiviets  «ppear  to  m  inibrior  in  iBtottigenee  end  infiff^ 
nation  to  tne  average  of  any  chtsa  of  our  citisene,*  A  oMMit  iasteiwUte  leairit  is 
aUo  produced  by  the  curious  and  critical  investlgatione  of  the  cbaplatiiy  into  the 


thunettn  and  lives  of  these  mkeivble  msn^  Of  S56  conTicts,  wkom  hn  iiupi* 
rie*  respected,  he  ascertained  that  156  were  led  by  intemperance  to  the  commission 
of  tile  offences  for  which  they  suffer ;  that  182  of  the  first  mentioned  number  had 
Hred  in  the  habitoal  neglect  and  violation  of  the  Sabbath ;  82  were  permitted  to 
etoyt  up  from  in&ncj,  wilkoitt  m^  regular  em^^oyment ;  68  had  been  truants  U 
weir  paimits  wliile  intfacis  minonfty ;  61  oouid  not  write,  and  many  were  wholly 
wnble  to  lead^  The  intimate  connection  and  association  of  ignorance  with  vice, 
of  duMoliiteness  with  oatrages  upon  the  laws,  are  here  distinctly  traced,  and  far- ' 
niah  «■  impressive  lesson  upon  the  ioiportaiMSe  <yf  knowtedse  and  temperance  to 
iadiTvlvn]  ilrel&rB  and  social  order,  -Wmcb  ski^nM  give  a  thrilling  excitement  to 
tlw  advMieemeiit  of  tbaae  objects,  in  the  keivt  of  every  viitnous  and  patriotic 
cHiieB  and  msgistrate. 

LEVI  LINCOLN." 
'« Cotimii.  CoitHun,  Bosvom,  Jo*.  2, 18S2." 


Ittverttt  Street  Joil^  and  House  of  Correetion,  Bost&rur^Th» 
president  of  this  Society,  as  chtdrman  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  «ity  govemment  on  the  subject,  submitted  a  report  to  the  boardot 
aldermen  on'  the  19th  of  September  last,  recommending  essential 
changes  in  this  establishment,  the  most  important  of  which,  we  are  hap** 
pj  to  say,  bas  been  acted  upon,  viz.  pnwision  to  erect  solitary  dormi-* 
tories  for  the  inmates  of  the  House  of  Correction.  Although  the  plan 
of  erecting  a  new  building  on  the  public  land  in  Leverett  street  has 
not  been  acceded  to,  yet  an  appropriation  of  920,000  has  been  made 
for  the  purpose  of  altering  one  of  the  pubHc  buildings  at  South  Boston 
8b  as  to  make  it  contain  200  Solitary  cells,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  . 
at  Auburn  and  Wethersfield.  In  many  respects,  this  location  is  better-, 
than  the  one  originally  contemplated  in  Leverett  stceel.  It  is  more  re- 
tired and  healthy ;  and  the  city  has  already  a  puUic  building  at  South 
Boston,  whiob  pnibably  will  not  long  be  wanted  for  any  other  purpose, 
the  exterilal  waifs  of  which  are  well  fitted  to  receive  within  them  a 
block  of  200  solitary  cells.  The  inmates  of  the  House  of  Correction 
in  Leverett  atrctet,  therefore,  vv^Il  sdon  be  provided  with  what  they  most 
need — solitary  dormitoriea; — without  which,  all  eSbrta  to  do  them 
good  are  nearly  hopeless. 

House  of  Rrformation  at  South  Boston.-^Thl^  institution,  which 
only  wants  what  it  bas  wanted  some  time,  to  make  it  a  model  worthy  of 
imitation  in  all  respects — i.  e»  a  new  building— is  likely  to  be  provided 
with  one  speedily^  either  by  the  city,  or  by  the  Farm  School  in  con- 
junction with  the  city.  A  plan  of -building  has  been  submitted  to  the 
city  govemment  by  Mr.  Wells,  the  superintendent,  coaibining  many  of 
the  ossential  principles  of  architecture  requisite  in  such  a  btMldiiig^  for 
the  purposes  of  good  government,  viz.,  supervision,  inelractidn,  econo^- 
my. and  labor,  which  we  hope  soon  to  see  erected,  |tnd  thei|  wc  shall ! 
have  more  cause  than  ever  to  rejoice  in  tbe  excellent  character  of  tKi^ 
holy  Refuge  from  Crime. 

The  expenses  of  tbe  institution  for  the  last  year  have  been  about 
the  same  as  usual, — $0500 :  the  number  of  inmates,  at  the  present 
time,  H21 ;  the  number  apprenticed,  during  tbe  last  year,  56 ;  the 
number  returned  of  all  apprenticed,  6;  the  numbef  of  deaths,  0;  the 
average  number  of  caeee  in  the  hospital,  0*  The  lessons  on  lifb  and 
bedtb,  in  this  institiition,  to  say  nothing  of  those  on  morals,  are  worth 
alFit  costff.    There  is  seldom  any  one  sick  in  this  large  family ;  atad 
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there  have  been  only  three  deaths  since  ita  establish noeiitf  and  only 
since  June  1829;  which  id  to  be  attributed  prinoipsyfy  to  vegfttlar  and 
simple  diet,  passions  well  restrained,  daily  athletic  exercises,  and 
wholesome  and  well*tiraed  empbymexU  aad  instruction. 

We  hare  only  one  wish  to  express  to  thfi»  auperintendent  and  dired' 
ors  of  this  institution,  and  that  is,  ibr  the' benefit  of  the-world,  that  ih^ 
^ould  annually  prepare  and ,  ptiblish  a  repoH  of  their  dphigs.'  By 
aeglecting  so  to  do,  the.  power,  of  the  jitfes^js.not  Woughttobear  to 
power fuliy  tipon  inankind  in  tbb  department  ol  hene?olent  e&rt,  as  it 
might  be.  This  institntion,  on^  of  the  best  of  the  kind  in  the  worid, 
has  not  a  printed  document  to  which  any  one  ,6f  its  many 'fttoids  can 
refer  for  an  authentic  statement  of  its  important  principle^  and  results, 

A$yhimfar  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Ijmuitic$:M  H^0r0«jter.«**-Thi6  do> 
ble  edifice,  for  the  most  humane  of  all' objects,  w  ^ecftet;  and,  whatv 
very  remarkable,  it  is  done  within  the  original  appropriation  of  $90,0011, 
which  was  regarded  by  manyg  at  the  timei  as  oply  sufficient  to  make 
a  beginning.  It  is  due  to  the  commtsaioners.  to  state,  4bat  &w  if  aof 
public  buildiifgs  in  the  state  have  been  erected  with  as  mikcb  economy; 
and  the  friends  of  the  temperance  reformation  have  already  betn  tohf, 
that  it  was  done  altogether  without  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  which  has 
been  unquestionably  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  ecoeocnical  expen- 
diture of  public  money.  Temperate  men,  and  temperate  men  only, 
would  have  undertaken  or*accompli$hed  this  great  work,  at  an  expense 
of  less  than  $30,000.  Theire  are  other  views,  hqwever,  of  this  inter- 
esting institution,  compared  with  which  even  the  above  are  unimpof* 
tant.  The  commissioners,  in  their  late  report,  drawn  up,  as  we  sapposs, 
by  Horace  Mann,  Esq.,  of  Dedham,  chairman  of  the  board,  have  done 
themselves  and  the  state  great  honor  in  the  lucid  and  beautiful  state- 
ment which  they  have  made  of  some  of  the  considerations  and  princi- 
ples which  have  led  to  its  establishment.  After  giving  in  ,their  report 
a  minute  account  of  the  condition  in  which  lunatics  have  been  found 
in  this  commonwealth  within  a  recent  period^  the  comnussionera  say,— 

'<  The  proper  mode  c^  treating  ina&nity  was  almost  universaiHy  iiBkiiowa<  uA 
*the  Jaiis  ana  Houaes  of  Correction  were  the  only  places  wliece  the  stiietaeM  of 
•  confinement  then  deemed  indispenaaUe  could  be.  enforced.  Until  a  period  coniar- 
atively  recent,  Insanity  lias  been  deemed  an  ineuraUe  disease.  The  univenal 
opinion  had,been,  that  it  was  an  awful  Yisitation  from  Hfeavcsi^and  that  no  buoiafl 
-agency  could  reverse  the  judgment  by  which  it  was  inflicted. '  During  the  pren* 
lenoe  of  thia  hiauspicious  belief,  as  all  efibrta  to  restore  the  insane  would  ke 
deemed  ttnavailingf,  they  of  eomse  would  be  unattempted.  And  -  even  at  tin* 
present  day,  and  in  communities  otlierwise  highly,  enlightened,  there  is  rasaon  to 
fear  that  a  lametitabta  degree  of  ignorance  prevails  upon  this  subject;  an  igno- 
rance which,  could  it  be  once  dispelled^  some  of  the  most  painful  Jecords  in  tike 
'  history  of  human  suflering  mtsht  be  closed,  imxnediately  and  forever.  It  is  now 
most  abundantly  demonstnted^thai,  with  appropriate  medical  and  moml  Xta^ 
ment,  insanity  yields  with  mote  readiness  than  erdinarv  diseaaes.  Thia  cheeiiu 
fact  is  established  by  a  seriea  of  experimenis,  instittiteo  from  holier  motives,  aad 
crowned  with  happier  results,  than  any  ever  recorded  in  the  brilliant  awiab  of 
seienoe.  A  few  individtiahi)  justly  entitled  to  a  coospicuous  station  amon^  the 
bettefactora  of  their  race,  hav«  exploded  the  barbaeous  doetrine  that  cruelty  is  the 
proper  antidote  to  madneaa,  aad  have  disoovuied  that  shiU^  mildness,  and  aelMe- 
votion  to  the  welfare  of  the  insane,  ate  the  only  efficacious,  means  ibr  thmr  realo- 
ration.  Their  labors  have  been  hallowed  by  the  spirit  of  humanity  tfiat  inspiied 
them ;  ratvving  reawm,  and>  vstuniiBf  wtus  ami  hiypinass»  have  bucai  thstf  le 
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^  Tbeae  Acta  are  deeply  intereetin^,  and,  from  amon^  manr  aiiiiilar  ftatementi^ 
the  foDowiiif  ara  aeleotod,  lo  nmi^re  all  doabta  ooneenung  tteir  exedtbility. 

**  Tbe  fieventib  Report  of  the  London  Pnton  DiacipUne  Sooietv,  publiahed  in 
1827,  ahawa^  that,  in  the  Retreat  at  York,  out  of  forty  patients  admitted  within 
three  monUuB  after  the  first  attack,  fbrty  were  restored  to  their  friends,  recoyered. 
Of  those  admitted  after  three,  and  within  twelve  months  after  the  commencement 
of  the  malad j^'  the  proportion  of  cures  was  as  twenty-fiye  to  fortj-five ;  but  of 
tham  whoad  diseasa  was  of  more  than  two^ears'  standing,  the  proportion  of  cures 
MM  only  as  fourteen  to  seyenty-nine.  'fhe  experiments  of  doctor  Burrows,  at 
his  private  Asylum  in  England,  exhibit  similar  results.  The  last  Report  of  the 
Visitors  of  the  Connecticut  Retreat  fbr  the  Insane,  diows  a  ratio  of  recoyeries  in 
the  etf  owes,  e<|QiyaIent  to  96  per  cent ;  and  out  of  twenty-four  recent  caaes^ 
twenty-ti^  were  reoDye're<L  being  in  the  ratio  of  moie  than  lundy-one  per  cenL 
The  coigmiisioners  are  informed,  that,  at  the  Retreat  last  mentioned,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  patient  are  supposed  to  reouire  It.  a  separate  attendant  is 
assi^ed  him,  whose  duty  it  is  to  remain  eonsbanUy  at  his  side,  to  occupy  his  t^ 
tention  with  ptdasingr  theites,  to  hnmdr  hisoi^riaec,  and,  by  akiUuUy  adapting  hiti 
own  eondiiot  to  the  ntinl  moods  of  madness,  to  soothe  and  pacify  that  portion  of 
lbs  mind  which  had  been  exoited  to  frenxy,  and  so  to  allow  those  faculties  whose 
action  remains  undisturbed,  to  gain  the  ascendency.  The  natient  is  conducted 
into  the  open  air,  the  fields  and  the  woods,  thoat  the  restontiye  influences  of  na- 
tnie  may  strike  some  chord  in  the  heart,  as  yet  unbroken  in  the  fatal  struck 


Keyed,  arises,  in  a  mat  degree,  the  unparalleled  success  of  that  institution. 

*'  This  novel  mo&  of  treating  insanity  has  but  latsly  supecaeded  a  system  in 
which  letters,  whips,  confinement,  staryation,  and  suffocation  in  water  almost  to 
drowning,  were  the  standard  remedies,  by  which  minds,  whose  disease  was  an 
irregularity  of  action  accelerated  to  delirium,  were  to  be  soothed,  and  pacified,  and 
Testored  to  hatnionious  movement.  Under  that  system,  thousands  of  intedeets 
have  bdan  pMcipitaled  fVom  a  eonditioii  of  temporary  danger  to  on.e  of  irretrieva- 
Ue  nun.  But  wheu  the  fierceness  of  the  malady  has  been  assuaged  by  the  union 
ef  medical  science  with  all  the  nameless  attentions  which  benevolence  alone  can 
practise  or  conceive,  the  recuperative  energies  of  the  mind  have  soon  prevailed, 
and  an  immortal  nature  haa  been  restored  to  the  capacity  of  virtue  and  the  enjoy- 
Bent  of  haf^pineas. 

**  To  tliia  unfortunate  class  of  Jlieiogs,  humanity  is  in  long  arrears.  One  of  the 
■tfonge^t,  if  not  one  of  the  first,  pnnciples  of  social  obligation  arises  from  ne- 
onsity  of  relief  and  ability  to  relieve.  And  when  does  a  man  so  ursently  re- 
^^n  the  light  «f  cCheiB  to  direct  his  •tens,  as  when  he  wanders  ia  diu^nesa  f 
When  does  ne  stand  in  such  extremity  or  need  of  the  knowledge  and  guidance 
^  Ids  fellow-men,  as  when  his  own  mind  is  a  wild  ehaos,  agitated  by  passions 
vfaieh  he  cannot  quell,  and  haunted  by  forms  of  terror,  which  the  living  energy 
ef  hb  natnre  is  perpetually  calling  into  being,  but  cannot  disperse  ?  When  does 
he  so  strenuously  demand  their  succor,  as  when  his  own  soul  is  like  a  living 
vound,  and  he  has  lost  all  power  of  distinguishing  between  the  sources  of  healing 
and  of  torture  ?  If  the  insane  have  done  nothing  to  forfeit  the  claim,  which  men 
^hoiiifier«have,  by  the  law  of  nature,  upon  men  who  are  able  to  prevent  that 
vt^ferinr ;  they  should. be  treated,  not  with  a  aele  regard  to  the  aecunty  of  others, 
bit  with  special  reference  also  to  their  own  misfortunes,  and  in  a  manner  adapted 
ta  shcMen  their  duration,  or,  where  that  is  impossible ,  at  least  to  mitigate  mea 
feverity .  However  imperiously  the  public  good  may  demand  the  coercion  of  the 
<onae,  it  can  never  be  just  to  cast  them  into  a  hopeless  dnnceon,  thereby  making 
^  cause  of^ their  confinement  remediless,  and  then  the  confinement  itself  termi- 
nable only  by  the  death  of  the  suffisrer.  In  its  practical  operation,  such  a  sys- 
^  is  a  direct  consignment  of  human  beings  to  the  long-protracted  and  mysteri- 
^^•s  honots  of  madness. 

'*^Iu  view  cf  these  ftotsand  considerations,  the  commissioners  cannot  hesitate 
te  veeonimend,  that,  as  soon  aa  the  Hospital  at  Worcester  shall  be  prepared  for  the 
*^ptton  of  the  insane,  and  that  fact  shall  be  made  public,  by  proclamation  from 
J^gJWeriior  of  the  commonwealth,  aU  orders,  decrees  and  sentences  for  the  con- 
wnent  of  any  lunatic,  made  by  any  court  or  any  judicial  officers  of  this  com- 
««weahh,  by  viitM  of  the  atatutea  cf  1797,  ehap.  68,  and  1816,  chap,  38,  shall 
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be  to  far  modified)  that  nud  Imuttics  ahall  b^  committed  to>  the  enrtwd^-C^the 
superintendent  of  the  Hospital  at  Worcester,  instead  of  being  committed  to  ady 
Jail  or  House  of  Correction,  as  heretofore  required ;  and,  iiirther,  that  all  lunatics^ 
vhO)  at  the  time  when  such  proclamation  is  made,  shall  be  confined  in  any  Jail  or 
House  of  Correction,  under  any  order)  sentence  or  decree  of  any  oo«ut;  or  any 
judicial  officers,  b^  yirtue  of  the  statutes  ahove-mentloned)  shall,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient and  practicable,  be  removed  to  said  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  tb« 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or  oi  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
several  oountiea  in  this  commonwealth,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  counties  respec- 
tively." 1 

r 

We  close  our  notice  of  this  institution  with  congratulatioxis.  We 
congratulate  the  commissionerfl,  in  view  of  their  successful  labors  ;  we 
congratulate  the  governor^  in  view  of  hia  steady  cooperation  in  the  a&< 
complishment  of  this  important  design ;  we  congratulate  the  eeinmoni 
iVealth  of  MassachdsettB,  because  it  has  the  first  Asyhim  in  the  United 
States,  established  expressly  for  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics  ;  and 
we  congratulate  the  friends  of  this  Society,  that  the  examination  made 
of  the  condition  of  this  class  of  persons  in  the  Jails  and  Houses  oi 
Correction  in  this  commonwealth,  the  results  of  which  were  published 
in  detail  in  the  Second  Report  of  this  Society,  hns  led,  probably,  as 
much  as  any  other  cause,  to  the  fulfilment  of  this  benevolent  work. 

Penal  Code  of  Massachusetts. — The  legislature  of  Massachusetlft 
appointed  a  committee,  March  19,  1831,  to  sit  during  the  recess,  and 
make  examination  and  report  on  the  subject  of  Capital  Punishments. 

^This  subject  is  one  of  intense  interest,  whether  it  b:*  the  object  to 
render  the  law  more  or  less  severe.  The  object  in  this  cafe  \ras  to 
render  it  less  so.  The  number  of  crimes  punished  with  death,  under 
the  present  laws,  is  seven,  or,  if  duelling  be  considered,  when  life  i« 
lost,  distinct  from  murder,  eight.  The  crimes  for  which  the  punish- 
ment of  death  is  inflicted  are.  Treason ;  Murder,  or  accessory  before 
the  fact;  Robbery,  when  an  assault  is  made  with  a  dangerous  weapon, 
with  intent  to  kill  or  maim,  or  if  the  person  robbed  is  struck  or  wound*  ' 
ed  with  such  weapon ;  Arson,  or  burning  a  dwelling-house  in  the  niofht 
time,  and  accessories  thereto  before  the  fact ;  Rape,  or  accessory  before 
the  fact ;  carnally  knowing  or  abusing  a  woman  child  under  ten  years 
of  age,  and  accessory  before  the  fact  {  Burglary,  v.-h^n  armed  with  a 
dangerous  weapon^  and  those  accessory  before  the  fact,  or  aiding  and 
abetting. 

The  number  of  executions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  8tate 
of  Massachusetts  from  Jan.  1,  1800,  to  Dec.  31,  1^30,  so  far  as  they 
can  be  determined  from  the  records  in  i]w  secretary's  office,  is  twenty- 
six.*  Of  these  sixteen  were  foi;  murder ;  six  for  rape ;  three  for  rob- 
bery, and  one  for  arson. 

'         ■   '  .i  I  '  II.  ■ 

*  Extcutiom  which  have  taken  place  in  Manadiusctn  frtm  Jan.  1,  1300.  to  Dfc.  SI,  1300,  as 
far  04  they  can  be  deUrminedfrom  the  Records  in  the  Secretanft  OjHc^.  . 

Name*.  Crimea.                                                    Wb«n  «xocnted. 

Jason  Fairbanks,  For  Murder,                                  Executed  Sepu    10,  ISOQl 

Ebeuezer  Mason,  do.  "        Oci.      7, 1802 

Crohn  BaUcs,  Rape,  "        Nov.      8,1^04 

Ephraim  Wheeler,  do.  "        FcU.    20,  1806 

Dominick  TTaley,  Murder,  "        Juae      5,1806 

Jaine«  Halligan,  do.  "                 ^o. 

Joseph  Drew,  do.  **       JuJy    21,  1808 

EbeoeaerBall,  d©.  «        Ocl    31,1811 


VKfmiTB  mtfoivr — ^18M. 
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There  were,  also,  in  tde  difiCrict  of  Massachasetts,  from  the  adop- 
tkm  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  in  1789,  to  Dec  24, 1830,  fourteen* 
cases  of  capital  punishment,  under  sentence  of  the  United  States  Court^ 
all  for  piracy  and  murder  on  the  high  seas. 

The  committee,  in  their  examination  of  this  subject,  come  to  the 
eonclusion,  that  capital  punishments  may  be  dispensed  with  in  all  casee, 
and  solitary  confinement  for  life  substituted  even  for  murder  ^  but  if  the 
public  sentiment  demands  death  for  murder,  that  it  should  be  in  pri- 
vate. Now,  we  cannot  accede  to  the  proposition  that  capital  punish- 
ments may  be'  dispensed  with  folr  murder,  for  arson,  treason,  highway 
robbery,  or  duelling,  if  life  is  lost.  In  all  cases  where  the  crime 
involves  wilful  raunkr,  we  believe  the  punishment  required  by  God,  is 
DEATH. 

"  Whoso   sbtcddbth  bian's  blood,  bt  man  shall  his  blood  b£ 

SBBD." GbNESIS  IX.  6. 

Here  we  shooM  be  willing  to  stop,  and  see  the  laws  of  M assachn- 
setts  mitigated,  and  capital  punishments  dispensed  with  so  far,  but  no 
kther. 

We  do  not  ^ish  to  see  the  Prison  at  Charlestown  containing  a  tenth 
part  of  all  its  inmates  for  MURDER,  as  was  the  case  in  the  new 
Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia  about  a  year  since. 


Names. 
Henry  Pyner, 
bra  HutchmsoD, 
Jfioatban  Jeweu,  jr. 

Retnry  Phillips, 
P«ter  JobnMB, 
Michael  Powert, 
Stephen  M.  Cl^k, 
Bfioiael  Martin, 
Sanuiel  Clisby,. 
Colbert  Close, 
Samuel  Green, 
Horace  Carter* 
John  Halloran, 
Samuel  P.  Charles, 
Robert  Hush, 

John  Botes, 
John  F.  Knapp 
Joseph  J.  Knapp,  jr. 


CrimM. 
Rape, 
do. 
Murder, 


do. 
Rape, 
Murder, 
Arson, 

Hiffhway  robbery, 
R<»bery, 

do. 

Murder, 
Rape, 
Murder, 

do. 

do*. 

do. 
do. 
do. 


Executed  Nov.     5, 1813. 
**        Nov.    18,1813. 
Canmltted  suicide  in  Prison, 

Nov.    10,1816. 

Executed  March  13, 1817. 

"        Nov.    26,1819. 


May  S7,18S0. 
May  10,1821. 
Dec.  20,1821. 
March  7. 182?. 

do. 
April  25,1822. 
Die.  8, 1825. 
March  3,1836. 
Nov.  22, 1826. 
Commitled  suicide  in  Prison, 

Nov.    14,  !828. 

ExeculacI  July       7. 1829. 

Sept.  28, 18da 

Dec.    31,1830. 


t4 
U 
U 
«< 

u 
u 
u 

4* 
U 


u 
u 


*  Last  0/Crimmal4  capitally  extfuteif  under  Setdemt  o/tks  U.  8.  Cirtiai  Cokrifor  Maxaa" 
ekusetU  District,  from  the  Adoption  of  the  Federal  CaMtUutiotty  in  1789,  to  Dec.  21, 1830. 


Names. 
Join  Ba»ltste  CoUins, 
Manuel  Furtado,^ 
Augustus  Pol«ski, 
Samuel  TuHy, 
John  VVilliams, 
John  P.  Rog-, 
Francis  Prroerick 
Nils  Peterson, 
^Vniiam  Holmes, 
Thomas  Warrington, 
Edward  Rosewaiuie, 
Perry  Anthony, 
Winslow  Curtis, 
Jefai  Duaean  Wlute, 


Crimet. 
I^iracy  and  MuV^der  on  the  hlgli  seas, 
do. 
do. 
Piraryon  the  high  seas, 
Piracy  and  Morder  on  the  high  seas, 
do. 
da 
do. 
Murder  on  the  high  seas, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Whsn  ezocatsd. 

July  80,  1794. 

do. 

do. 
Dec.  10, 1812. 
Feb.  18, 1819. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
June  16, 1820. 

do. 

do. 

Dec.  21, 1824. 

Feb.    1,1827. 


do. 
J.  D.  W.  committed  iuictde  nighl  before  the  day  of  execuiioiL 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt^^The  laws  of  Couiecticut  remaiit*  so  fer  as 
vre  are  informed,  essentially  the  same  on  this  subject  By  a  law  of 
1636,  no  female  can  be  imprisoned  for  debt.  With  this  exception,  aay 
person  may  he  imprisoned  for  Any  sum.  If  poor,  and  unable  to  pay,  bow- 
crcr,  he  may  take  the  oath  in  four  days,  instead  of  thirty^  a&requir* 
ed  by  law  in  Massachusetts..  Bui Jn  Massachusetts,  no  person  can  be 
HQpris^ned  for  less  than  ten  dollars.  And  a  law  like  tihisin  Connecti- 
cut would  have  exempted  sixty-six  persons  from  imprisoninent  in  the  ciiy 
of  Hartford  in  1830;-  the  whole.,  number  imprisoned,  in  that  city,  dur* 
ing  that  year,,  having  been  one  hundred  and  ibr^'4wo,  of  whom 
i«yenty-«six  were  for  sums  above. t^  doUarSi.and  «ixty'«x  for  soma 
helow  ten  dollai«.  If,  in  the  other  counties,  the  proportion  iiDpraoaed 
for  less  thaa  ten  dollars  each,  was  as  in  Hartford  county,  the  whole 
iiuml)er  imprisoned  in  the  st^  for  sums  so  small,  was  about  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  or  something  more  than  one  third  of  the 
whole  number.  We  cannot,  therefore,  congratulate  the  friends  of  ha- 
HKinity  as  much  in  regard  to  the  laws  ^  Ccmneotieut  on  the  subject  of 
imprisonment  for  debt,  as  we  can  in  regard  to  another  subject,  embraced 
within  the  circle  of  this  Society's  labors. 

.  Siaie  Prison  oi  Weihersfield.^^Thi^  institution  appears  lo  be,  ia 
scarcely  any  respect,  inferior  to  iiny  of  the  reformed  Prisons,  and  in 
some  respects  it  is  superior  to  them  all. 

In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  its  results  are  without  a  parallel.  In 
|his.  respect,  the  year  ending  the  31st  of  March  last  has  been  more  proa- 
fMirous  than  any  of  the  preceding.  The  earnings  of  the  conriota,  aboife 
every  expenditure,  were  96,713  53.  The  earnings  of  the  conricts^ 
above  all  the  expenditures,  in  four  years  and  six  months,  the  whole  pe- 
riod sinoe  ita  estahlishment,  have  been  as  follows :— 

For  six  months,  ending  March  31, 1828,  =r  1,017  16 
1st  year  succeeding,       <*  "    .     1829,  =:  3,229  41 

2d    "  "  "  "         1830,  =  5,008  24 

8d    "  *^  *'  ''         1881,  =  7^824  €9 

4th   "  "  *•  "         1832,  =  8,713  ® 

Total  gain  to  the  state,  in  4  years  and  6  months,  935,853  06 

The  expenses  of  the  old  Prison^  above  all  the  earnings, 
lor  an  equal  period  eacceeding  the  year  1815,*  were  61,103  11 

Making  a  difference  to  the  state,  in  4^  years,  of  976,956  17 

Another  respect  in  which  we  regard  this  instituti9n  as  superior  te 
any  other,  is  the  simplicity  of  the  plan  of  buildings : 

Another  is  the  economy  with  which  these  bnildinge  hare  beea 
ereeted: 

Another,  the  construction  and  management  of  the  female  depart* 
ment. 

In  regard  to  cleanliness,  health,  and  moral  and  religious  influencsr 
it  stands  on  a  level,  or  not  greatly  rarying  from  it,  with  the  Prieona  at 
Aubnm  and  Charleatown. 


The  number  of  deaths  the  last  jear  was  two,  out  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  convicts.  .For.  ,tbi^  fl^ngle,  ^ear,  therefore,  in  this  re- 
spect, the  bill  of  mortality  is  even  more  favorable  than  those  of  Auburn 
and  ChAri«#t<!rwii ;  thedektbsat  Wether^eld  beii^^  aboiitMe'p^r^cbt., 

#hi)e  at  AaWn  &nd  Charlestown,  they  were  about  two  and  a  half  per 
cent''  •-    •  .'/      1,'  .    .        ...     ^     ...  .  .    - , 

Ttoffiioral  ahd'^eH^ofts  iliAbeiliBe  api|^afr»  to  be  stlf^^hetiing'Qndet 
the  mhii^try  of  the  resident  ohlplaiii;  and  d<arih^  the  la^t  ^ttr,  a  Sab* 
bath  school  has  been  esfttbHshed;  tau^  by  the  good  ^^  of  Weth-' 
ersMfl,  iindet!/he'8ui>^fn«end^ce  of  theW^Men  atyd  chapliih.  'FortM 
a^  <yr  this^efc*Jtodl,'  and  fo*  puHlte  wotsWp,  ir'<;onvcnifent  thkpei  h*s  b^cJft 
fined. d^  by ihef  st^te:  A ;special  ac^t  wtis^kssed,  ddriiigih^  stfts^oh  bf 
the  legi^fature,  iti'  J«nb>)ast,  tfi^lborizlng  tfte  appdiMn^nt  ^^a  ^aplntitli 
andth^^repa^tion  orsuilalyle  apartments  f6^  the  pdrposeii  iiteiitibned 

The'giov^jrtAM»^rtes^Ag€^,^  presented  tb -the  legislature  at  <h^  opeiiitig 
of  the  present  s^iission,  contains  strong  expression^  olf  cbngratulati^n  in 
liew  of  this' adttiirlible' instlt^tiwi.     H6sa^,— ^       '...'■-..  .,  : 


I J 


'  "Tbe  fiieodir  of- tbt  i^eoitoitia^  System  iKLtegfeU  leison  lo  rerjoioe  it  tiHS 
iatt^ring.  JTcsultB  of  Um?  CcAiiQotiQut  Staitd  f  nsoo^,<mniig  t^e  jyist  y^i^r.  Ailer 
payincr  •very  expense  incurred  for  the  support  and  man^gei^ent ,  of  tne  establish- 
ment, there  remains  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  institution^  of  eight  thousand. 
siv«il  hMdi^.HArteeii'dofHiffff;  iifty^three  >^\?)it» ;  of  ^hich  sdite,  siJ  tboikkBd 
tee:faindMd>daRkiblwi«>beenrfMnd'iiita.tlheiitatB  tieasu^  ->. 

'*  Experience  proves  the  correctness  of  |^Q,}«:\9ci,p^,whith,wfriP  earhr^opited 
in, the  directiojp  i^id  ngaita^meut  of  the  Prison,  and^  the  employ iiient  of  the  cpn- 
viets ;  and  cotist&nuy  suggests  ih^  vafiods  improVementid  of  which  the  rdgiklatibns 
cf  the  details  of-  its  CMicernd  am  susc^ptibte.  A  ^haplam*  fia#,  f^  the  ^st  yeat^ 
lpBia<«Qpio7ed-ia  the  'jBriflQn>'who  Jiasi  mos[t  aasiduwialf^,  devoted  his  time-mk 
t^a^^  the  mor^  and  religioos  iiistn^op  <7f4h(e  prisonen.,  and,  ip  teac^in^ 
file  rudiments  of  oujr  fauguage  to  those  of  them  who  hail  hilnerio  fited  in  the 
entire  neglect  of  die  means  of  Requiring  an  edoeation  which  would  kivps  ^iUsit 
them  for  usefulness,  and  enabled  diem  to  pass  lhn^u|^h  lllb  in  inttDcenoe  nod  miatfi 

''  The  whole  number  of  prisoners,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1832,  was 
Q9B  hifi^i^d  nia8|^w95  of  wiiich^  one  huadrfd  seventy-four  were  males,  and 
eiihtef  A  were  fhwa)^*)  and.^1  wer^  so  emploved  as  to  meet  the  ej^pense  of  their 
iDrorisonin^nt;  ■  The '  prisoners,  in  general,  are*  robust  and  healtht ;  two  deaths 
on{y  liatd  -  oeeurred  during '  the  past  year.  The  ordinary  expeuiUixes  of  the 
CriscftV  ^4ce  the  tot  of  April,  A.  D.  1B31,  have  varied  but  little  from  those  of 

*  "  Aa  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  coDcemiog  the  Connecticut  State  Prison. 
*{  ^  »e  fiwiai  by  thf.  ^k^aU  vtd  HofiH  of 'Representatives  in  GenercJ  Assembly  convewdj 
TlialH  shanbe  the  duty  bf  tne  dlr^cidrs  bl^id  Prison  to  appoint  sortie  mecl  and  proper 
person  to  be  cha 


Hiii^  shall,  hold 


laplain  o*f  (^  Prison,  and  also  »orae  mee*  and  proper  person  to  l>e  pbysiciaiV 
-^.^  .-.»H"w«i«  thVaroffices,  respectively,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  dirertors,  shall  be  subject 
td  the'Ui-lfiVs,  and  shall  receive  iadh  ccmipen«iitioti  t^onrt  the  Pri^sti  fonda  as.skaii.be  fixed 
tythedircctow^  II  shall  also  be  the  duly  of  the  directors  to  appoint,  on  the  nomination  of 
tBisWftrdeii^,a)i.thKi  .subordinate  rofficeis  of  said  PrUon,  who  a^ay  also  be  removed  at  the 
pleasure  of  die  directors,  expressed  in  writfng,  and  not  otherwise  i  and  no  officer  nor  assistant 
abaU  enter  upon  bis  duties,  until  be  shai}  have  received  such  appointment  in  writing,  signed 
By  the  directors,  aiicf  shall  have  taken,  before  one  o/  more  of  the  dircctore^  'att  oalb  forlbe 
faithful  performance  of  tho  dutieB  of  bis  statiDD,  which  oeth  jsfiy  ht  adsniaislered  by  eilbef  of 
t^  difector*  s '  aiyi  it  shall  also  be  the  dufy  of  each  of  the  directors  to  make  himself  thoroughly 
scquainted  with  the  whole  concerns,  management  and  discipline  of  said  Prison. 

"  Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  religions  i»^ 
sifaetlnvaad  mcyrtU  isiprovement  of  the  prisoners  i  and  soitable  apartnaeats  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  the  introduction  of  a  Sabbath  school  institution,  to  be  conducted  under  the  super- 
mteodence  of  the  warden  and  chaplain,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  b*  Ae 
by- aw*. 
J'  Jmt  let,  1831.-^pfro^d." 
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the  preceding'  year ;  bat  since  that  period,  an  additional  ezpenae  of  two  himdR<tf 
■eventj-two  doUan  thirty-two  cents  has  been .  incurred  in  fitting  ii|i  a  chape) 
within  the  Prison ,  which  is  not  included  in  the  balance  above  stated  in  ^Tor  of 
the  institution.  Should  the  concerns  of  the  Prison  continue  to  be  managed  i& 
the  present  faithful,  prudent  and  skilful  manner,  it  is  a  fair  presumpCion  that 
hereafter  there  will  be  an  annua)  net  gain  to  the  state  from  the  institiition,  of  tea 
thousand  dollars. 

"  The  importance  of  maintaining  the  penitentiary  system  i»ioo  g^reat^  in  a  moral 

and  humane,  as  well  as  in  a  pecuniary,  point  of  view,  to  escape   the  attentioa 

of  the  legislature ;  and  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  urge  a  perseverance  in  pursuinir 

an  improvement  in  the  penal  police  of  our  state,  whicn   was  so  happily  com- 

.  menced,  and  which  has  been  foltowed  with  such  signal  suoeesA 

."  We  learn  with  painful  regret,  that  a  sister  state/  afVer  a  trial  too  ohivrt  to  lesd 
to  any  definite  and  certain  results,  has  recently  abandoned  the  penitentiary  sys- 
tem, as  altogether  inadequate  to  meet  the  ends  of  justice,  and  ine^^tual  in  thc^ 
'reformation  of  those  who  had  rendered- theikisehres  obnotioiis  to  thd  Santtioasaf 
her  laws.  The  friends  of  humanity  oonnot  bat  lament  an  act  so  preiqMiire ;  sar 
can  they  consider  tlie  mode  of  punishment  by  the  infliction  of  stnpes.  which  abr 
has  substituted  for  the  milder  system  which  we  cherish  with  so  mucn  care  and 
success,  but  as  inhumane  and  bafbaroils  in  the  extreme ;  stamping  the  offender? 
with  encUesB  iafamy,  confirming  thera  in  deadiy  hostility  to  me  ammo  family, 
and  apeeding  them  on  in  th#ir  desperaie  course  to  destruction. 

**  The  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  the  most  holy  feelings  of  the  benevolent 
heart,  are  intimately  connected  witn  this  all  important  subject;  and  they  admon- 
ish us  to  examine  it  witli  a  single  eye  to  the  safety  of  the  virtuous,  and  thr 
reformation  of  the  vioious;  both  of  whicK  objects,  it  ismostconfidexitly.beheTed. 
the  penitentiary  system  ia  eminently  calculated  to  promote."       ,    , 

Mrs.  Sigoirrney  has  prepared  a  beautiful  notice,  in  her  owd  happy 
manner,  of  the  Bible  class  in  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  and  also 
an  evening  hymn  for  the  females  to  sing  before  they  retire  to  rest.  In 
gratitude  to  her,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  world,  we' propose  to  stereo- 
type them  both  in  this  Report.  It  is  very  kind  and  usefiil  for  L.  H.  S. 
thus  U)  notice  the  inmates  of  this  institution. 


The  Bible  Cla»t  in  the  Cormeetkut  State 
Prison. 

I  saw  tbem  bending  o'er  that  holy  page, 
WhoM  breath  is  immortality.    There  seemed 
No  sadness  on  their  features;  to  their  limbs 
"No  l^tten  clang ;  and  they,  whose  earlV  years 
Hlsd  iDld'dsrk  tales  of  wretctudness  ana  shame, 
littted  a>calln,  tint  eye. 

Am&zed,  I  askcd^ 
Is  this  a  prison  T  and  sra  thetic  the  men 
Whom  Jmtite  fVomtbe  world'ssweet  fellowship 
Haih  BtertUjf  saTered? 

But  a  voice  replied, 
God*8  spirit  hath  been  here.    Brrene  it  came 
Into  the  cells  where  guilt  and  ptniiBhment 
Blvet  her  chains,  making  nie  victim's  life 
A  baled  burden,  and  his  hope  despair  1 

It  came !— Reoellion  laid  his  weapons  down  j 
The  tllnty  breast  grew  soft  j  the  rugged  brow 
<Qave  channels  for  the  tear  of  penitence } 
And  souls,  wMcb  sin  had  Molted  fnaii  tlieir  raea 
As  a  foul  gangrene,  to  the  Ilealer  toraed-^ 
Bathed,  and  were  whole. 

So  now,  with  humble  step. 
Their  penal  coune  they  measure^  giving  still 
The  (hiy  to  toil,  and  meeting  orery  night. 
In  solitude,  reflection's  chastening  glance, 
Which  wounds  to  purify.   There,  too^  doth  glide 
Fair  Charity,  promptinf^  td  deeds  divine 
The  unaecustomed  pupil,  while  he  eons, 
Mid  tlte  deep  silenca  of  a  lonely  bed. 
His  Bible  lesson  ;  seeks  a  deeper  root 
For  Christian  purposes,  or  anticipates 
Olad  Freeiom'a  sacred  glii. 


Ye  wFrnm  our  Ged 
Hath  held  from  deep  transgression,  be  not  prwd , 
,JMar,  la  the  hett  of  passioli^  haste  to  weiph 
A  brother's  fault.    The  eternal  iu^ge  hisaseir 
(When  by  the  sin  of  ingrate  Adain  rao%ed) 
Came  not  to  EdM  lil^tbe  cool  cC  day. 
Aad  since  that  hoar,  when  first  the  veipCM 

sword 
Hung  o'er  the  forfeit  gate  of  Paradise, 
Man  bath  been  way  ward,  w«ak,  and  pfimetoMI 
Beneath  temptation's  wiIa,  aod  so  mysi  be 
Unto  the  dooms-day  burning. 

Theta  let  his  bitterest  diMipHne  be  mixed 
In  lleroy's  cup, — ^tbat  so  the  prison  rdl 
May  work  his  soul's  ^alvatiutt  ;  and  the  **  las', 
Like  a  schoolmaster"  semere,  the  tcaaat  briAg 
To  Chrtet,  his  advocate  and  riabieottSDen. 
*  *^L.H.S. 

H§fiflfrd. 


Written/or  the  Females  in  the  8t<de  Priam 
at  Wethers/eldf  Conn.,  to  sing  hefvt  £tta- 
iug  Prayers. 

The  silent  coitalnaof  Ike  nigbi 
Each  lonely  cell  surround ; 

God's  dwelling  is  in  perfect  light. 
His  mercy  hath  no  bound. 

Btiiron  the  sin  Ail  and  tha  Tile 

His  daily  bounties  Ml ; 
His  rising  sun  with  cbeerftd  saile 

Dispenses  good  to  all. 


*  Geoffia. 
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Tht  wtu  of  wickednew  is  hard  j 
Hi  Mft«r  firuiur  w&  know  | 

St—  in  thia  worid  is  its  reward, 
And  in  the  fiiture,  wo* 

Ota  tltoa  wlio  see^  as  wbile  w«  pay 
The  penance  of  our  gailt ! 

Cast  not  oui  aoals  conQeoitted  away ; 
Ofarist's  blood  for  as  was  spiJt. 


Deep  root,  within  a  heart  sabdoed, 
•  fimy  trae  rapentance  take ; 
And  be  its  fhiits  a  life  renewed. 
For  the  Redeemer's  sake. 

Uplift  our  spirits  from  the  ground ; 

Give  to  oar  darkness  lifbt: — 
Oh  thou  whose  mercies  have  no  booad ! 

•fteserve  us  safe  this  night 


NEW  YORK. 

In^sonment  fvr  Z>c6f.— The  law  of  April  26,  18dl,  to  abolisk 
imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraud  alent  debtors,  did  not  go  into 
operation  till  March  1, 1832,  on  suous  less  than  fifty  dollars ;  nor  till 
June  1,  1832,  on  sums  above  fifty  doUarsw  In  our  last  Report,  we  re- 
narked  that  the  great  evil  whieb  this  law  is  intended  to  remedy, 
whether  it  shall  prove  efTectiial  or  not,  \%  the  Incarceration,  according 
to  the  best  estimates  we  can  make,  of  10,000  persons  annually.  Our 
only  feax  .waa>  that  it  would  not  prodaoe  the  effects  which  its  title 
would  lead  the  people  te  expect.  In  this,  howerer^  we  are  agreeably  dis- 
appointed. Although  the  law  has  hot  yet  gone  into  operation  on  sums 
above  fifly  dollars,  it  has  already  almost  entirely  cleared  the.  Jails  of  this 
great  atatev  containiiig  aimost  2,000,000  of  inhabitants,  or  nearly  one 
sixth  part  of  our  whole  cotintry^s  popiidation,  from  poor  debtors.  In 
this  fact  ail  the  sheriffs  and  jailers^  fron^  whom  we  have  received  returns, 
agree.  And  ajltnough  they  do  no^  agree  so  eiitirely  as  to  the  effect  on 
the  public  mind,  yet,  as  a  general  fact,  their  testimony  is,  that  it  meets 
.he  approbation  of  almost  all  Classes.  The  letters  we  shall  publish  at 
length,  as  containing  authentic  testiipony,  from  witnesses  testifying,  in 
some  sense,  against  their  own  interest,  in  regard  to  the  results  of  a  law 
of  vast  importance  to  public  morals  and  personal  liberty^ 


Letter  from  E,  C.  Barimy  daUd  TVey,  May  10, 1832. 
«  Dear  Sir,/ 

*^  The  act  to  aboliah  imprisonment  for  ^ekt,  and  to  punish  ftaudoleftt 
debtors,  has  so  recentlj  gone  into  operation,  that  we  can  form  but  an  imperftct 
opinion  of  all  its  eflecls.  It  has,  however,  had  the  effect  to  aboHsh  impnsonment 
ttat  debt ;  for  no  citizen  of  this  stale  can  be  in^prisoned  for  debt,  except  as  a 
frandaleiit  debtor ;  and  they  by  tbe  act  are  declared  criminals,  and  are  imprisoned 
as  such.  There  axe  at  this  time  none  in  close  confinement,  in  this  Jail,  for  debt, 
wd  but  eleven  on  tlie  limits.  All  persons  confined,  either  in  the  Jail,  or  on  the 
iinits,  for  debt,  on  executions  issued  by  justices*  courts,  were  discharged  on  the  dd 
of  March  last.  The  eleven  now  on  ttie  limits  were  committed  on  executions  oat 
of  couris  of  record,  for  debts  exceeding  fifly  doliars,  and  will  be  entitied  to  a  di»> 
ciiarge  on  the  2d  of  June  next.  By  virtue  of  my  office,  I  took  charge  of  the  Jail 
on  the  2d  of  January  last.  There  were  at  that  time  between  sixlj  and  seventy 
on  the  limits,  and  four  in  close  confinement  for  debt.  Aliottt  that  time,  people  be- 
|ao  to  press  the  eollectiOn  of  their  small  doubtful  debts,  and  there  were  committed, 
irom  the  2d  of  January  to  the  27th  of  February,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
persons  for  debt,  which  was  an  unusually  large  number.  The  average  number  in 
close  confinement,  during  that  time,  was  nine.  I  am  informed  by  ray  clerk  (who 
was  also  clerk  to  the  late  sheriff)  that  the  average  number  on  the  limits,  previous 
to  November,  1831,  was  about  fifty,  and  the  number  in  close  confinement,  three. 
Many,  I  should  think  a  majority  of  all  classes,  complain  of  the  operations  of  Uie 
law;  but  those  who  complain  most  are  small  dealers  in  the  mercantile  line,  and 
Joechanics.  I  am  reapectiully  yours,  &c. 

E.  C.  BARTOH." 


JSi  PRISON  DISCIPLINB  SOClSfT. 

Letter  fiwn  Bet^amin  Bareoia^  dated  tSktgH&n,  May  1(V  19XL 

^«  Sir, 

"  I  receiyed  a  line  from  you,  requesting  me  to  ffiye  you  some  infonnatioD 
fMpeoting  the  el&ot  of  that  law  which  was  paased  in  April.  1831,  to  abolisb  im- 
priflonment  for  debt,  and  to  pumsh  fraudulent  debtors.  There  were  fbrty<4Te 
debtors  confined  in  this  Priaon,  and  on  the  limitB.  and  five  in  Jail  for  cnminal  of- 
fences. The  prisoners  for  debt  were  all  Uberatea  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
^1833, 9M  there  were  not  any  of  the  creditors  appeared  against  them ;  the  oeople  did 
'not  in  ^neral  understand  the  law,  or  there  would  haye  been  seyeral  or  the  debt- 
ors which  would  not  haye  been  liberated,  in  consequence  of  their  acting  fraudu- 
lently. The  people  in  this  county  in  genera]  are  not  satisfied  with  the  law  as  it 
iA  tit  present.  They  irould  haye  been  better  satisfied,  if  it  had  not  effected  the 
contracts  ^ior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1832,  when  this  law  took  efi^t. 

BEJJJAMIN  HARCOURT,  fifc«rif." 

Letkrjhm  Zopktr  Fmckj  dtded  Orange  County^  Goihen,  Mnf  12, 1832L 

**  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  4th  of  Mat. 
1832,  asking  for  information  on  the  |iboliBnment  of  imprisonment  for  (Mit  in  tfip 
Prison  under  my  care.  1  answer,  it  has  had  the  efibct  to  abolish  impritooment 
for  debt  in  this  county.  You  ask  how  many  are  at  present  in  Prison  for  debt. 
J^ovT, ;  and  at  this  time  but  one  confined  on  the  limits.  You  also  wiah  to  kaoir 
the  average  number  before  the  efiect  of  the  law  of  1831.  I  can  only  girc  t«i 
answers  from  the  first  of  January,  18^^ to  this  time,  as  that  was  the  time  wLfn 
this  Prison  was  put  under  my  care  From  the  first  of  January  to  the  first  «f 
March,  I  received  forty-five  debtors  ]  more  than  half  of  whom  were  confined  in 
'Prison,  ^inoe  the  first  of  March,  I  haye  received  but  two ;  one  a  constable,  for 
official  misconduct,  now  on  the  limits ;  and  the  other  a  stage-driver,  for  tirspaas 
or  misconduct.  The  operation  of  the  new  law  is  borne  with  mnch  less  complaint 
by  Ul  classes  of  people  than  was  expected.  In  some  cases,  there  is  some  cooi- 
plaint  about  the  power  of  holding  defendants  to  bail.  Some  say  that,  in  many 
civil  cases,  that  power  is  necessair^  and  as  the  law  now  is,  it  is  attendee  with  in- 
convenience ;  but,  with  Some  triflhig  alterations,  it  is  believed  thai  the  Uw  will 
be  approved  of. 

Yoan  respectfully, 

.     20PHER  FINCH,  Mlwr  cf  Ortmgt  CswMy.V 

LtMerflrom  baae  Sweesiy^  dated  Biverhead^  StiffM  Cmmtif  Ihuttj  Ah»  Fsri, 

Mm  12,1833. 

**  Sir,  ^ 

"  In  compliance  with  your  request^  1  Inform  you  that  the  law  alhidH  to 
in  your  letter  has  had  the  «fiect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Jail  un- 
der my  charge.  The  average  number  in  Prison  and  on  the  limits,  previoos  to  1»t 
March,  1832,  would  be  about  three,  and  seven  were  discharged  when  the  law 
took  effect.  Except  eonte  few  individuals,  say  constables,  small  lawyers,  and 
rum-sellers,  it  is  believed  the  people  generally  approve  of  the  law. 

"Respectfully  yours, 

ISAAC  SW££Z£Y,  JaUer  Suffolk  Cennly.'* 

Letter  from  J^elson  Cole,  dated  Ovid,  May  13, 1832. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  received  yours  of  May  4th,  soliciting  my  opinion  relative  to  the  law 
of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debton. 
The  system  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  is  in  my  opinion  a  good  one,  but  1 
think  it  ought  not  to  affect  contracts  made  previous  to  tlie  law.  It  impcaTs  to  be 
taking  a  partial  right  from  the  creditor,  and  giving'  it  to  the  debtor.  Ttie  law  hu 
had  a  very  material  effect  on  imprisonment  for  debt  at  this  place.  At  the  nfeteot 
lime,  I  have  but  two  imprisoned  for  debt,  both  on  the  limits,  and  both  fsr  otcr 
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fifty  dorian.  One  was  oommittcd  on  the  tot  of  Marchi  and  one  put  on  siBce, 
which  is  the  onlj  case  for  debt  since  that  time.  1  discharged ,  on  the  second  day 
of  March  last,  sixteen  from  this  Jail  and  limits.  The  average  number  heretofore 
was  probably  about  six. 

"  The  law  is  most  jeomplalned  of  by  those  that  have  the  most  (febts  standing  out 
a^nst  a  certain  cla^  of  men,  that  are  destitute  of  property  or  honor.  Tiwre  are 
within  my  knowled^  very  many  who  will  lose  large  amounts  now,  who,  if  the 
law  had  not  affectecTback  contracts,  would  have  lost  but  little.  The  law  is  gener- 
ally approved,  with  the  exception  that  I  have  made,  of  its  ailbeting  back  eontraetv; 
but  without  that  exception,  it  is  generally  complained  of.    In  haste, 

Yours,  with  respect, 

i\£LSON  COLE,  Ih^y  Sher^andJaOa-r 

Letter  from  Thomas  Crooky  dated  PlatUhurgh,  May  14, 1832. 

*«  Dear  Sir, 

**  In  rpply  to  your  circular  of  the  4th  iiut,  received  on  Satnrday,  I  aa- 
twer — the  law  of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  mmiafa 
trauduleiit  debtors,  has  had  its  full  and  intended,  effect.  There  is  not  a  single  per- 
son in  this  county,  now  in  confinement,  or  on  tlic  limits,  for  debt.  From  the  lit 
January  last,  to  the  1st  March,  there  were  seventy-two  commitments  for  debt: 
Uurty-Uirc^e  were  discharged  from  the  limits  on  the  nrst  of  March  :  from  that  time 
to  this,  there  have  been  but  two  commitnSents  for  debt,  both  non-resident  debtors. 
Tbe  probable  average,  previous  to  tliis  law,  was  about  thirty.  The  only  class  of 
persons  complaining  of  the  operation  of  the  new  law  are  speculators.  The  peo- 
ple generally  approve  of  it.  The  business  and  fees  of  the  jailer  are  very  much 
lesiened,  but  the  moral  character  of  society  is  in  my  opimon  increasing ;  and, 
contrary  to  the  suggestions  of  some,  the  poor  do  not  suffer  in  conseqnenoe  of  a 
loss  of  credit. 

Toura,  du.. 

THOMAS  CROOK,  Sh^ff  o/  CUntan  Catrntyr 


LeUerfrmn  JonahBealU, dated  Watertown  JdUjMay  14, 1833. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

**  In  answer  to  the  several  inquiries  contained  in  your  communication  of 
the  4th  inst.,  relative  to  the  law  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  pumah 
fnadulent  debtors,  I  would  reply,  that,  in  this  county,  it  has  had  the  effect  meet 
clearly  to  answer  the  desired  end.  At  this  time,  there  is  not  one  debtor,  either  in 
elose  oonfinement,  or  bailed  to  the  Jail  limits,  except  some  few  who  were  com- 
mitted on  ca.sa.  issued  on  judgments  obtained  in  courts  of  record,  and  who,  from 
the  provisions  of  that  statute  are  precluded  from  its  benefits  until  the  first  dajr  of 
Jons  next ;  neither  has  there  bees  but  one  commitment  since  the  law  went  into 
operation,  which  was  in  an  action  for  a  wrong  done  ;  nor  liave  I  heard  of  but  one 
case  of  proceedings  under  that  part  of  the  act  which  punishes  fraudulent  debton,. 
and  that  was  compromised  by  the  parties,  before  the  debtor  was  committed  to  Jail. 
The  number  of  debtors  committea  the  year  preceding  the  2d  March  last,  waa 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  average  number  the  two  years  before 
that,  was  about  three  hundred  and  eighty.  Solar  as  my  observation  has  extend- 
ed, I  think  the  law  meets  the  general  approbation  of  the  business  part  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  entire  approbation  of  tnat  class  of  people  who  were  most  subject 
to  the  severity  of  the  former  laws. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  BEALL8." 


jMXtfT^ffWi  cbfieen  JMbit,  datdd  ^hfftvm,  May  14, 1839* 

»  Dear  Sir, 

*<Toan  of  the  4th  inat  haa  been  dniy  received ;  and  I  hasten  to  aiiswef 
jpoorintemwationa,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  Tou  ask  me  what  is  the 
apevalion  oT tbe  htw  to  abolish  uiprisonment  for  debt,  &c.  I  answer,  that  it  hag 
aat  been  in  operation  anfficiently  to  answer  you  directly,  but  am  of  the  opinio*^ 

3* 
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(fVom  what  I  hare  wen  of  its  operation)  that  it  will  be  fkr  snperior  to  the  fermer 
law.  The  law  to  pnnbh  fraudulent  debCon,  I  think,  will  have  the  deaired  eflect« 
when  fully  understood.  Your  next  is,  Has  it  had  the  etBett  to  abofioh  imDiison- 
;nentf  dec.  ?  It  has.  On  the  3d  day  of  Alaroh  last,  evety  person  confined  in  jail  for 
debt  delivered  me  their  affidavits  and  were  diactuarged.  Also  thoae  on  the  limits 
were  discharged.  Your  third  is,  How  many  persons  are  there  in  close  confine' 
ment,  or  on  the  limits,  at  the  present  time,  &e.  ?  There  are  none  in  cloae  coofioe' 
raent  for  debt.  There  are  four  on  the  limits ;  three  of  them  were  committed  on 
«a.«a9.  previous  to  the  first  of  March ;  the  other  since,  for  moneys  collected  as  an 
officer,  and  not  making  due  returns.  Your  fourth  is,  What  was  about  the  aver- 
8fe  number  before  the  law  of  1(31  ?  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  it  was  aboot  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  Your  fifth  is.  Who  complain  the  most  of  the  law  ?  When 
the  law  first  took  effect,  the  merchants  were  most  opposed  to  it ;  but  the  more  they 
hare  become  acquainted  with  it,  the  less  they  dumpprove  of  it.  Your  aiztfa  ami 
last  is.  Do  the  people  generally  approve  of  it  ?  As  far  as  mj  knowledge  extends, 
I  think  they  do ;  but  F  can  judge  more  correctly  when  it  is  m  ftill  operation. 

**  I  think,  sir,  the  law  will  have  a  salutary  effect  when  once  in  full  operation, 
from  whit  I  have  thus  far  seen  of  it.  Those  persons  who  liave  been  in  the  habit 
of  secreting  their  property,  and  going  to  Jail  to  pay  their  debis,  are  compelled  by 
this  law  to  give  up  their  property,  or  be  punished  as  petty  felons.  It  has  also 
stopped  the  merchants  from  crediting  those  idle  men  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  depending  on  credit  lor  their  support.    They  have  now  got  to  labor  or  starve. 

SIMEON  MOTT,  Jailer  of  Catfuga  Comdyr 


tAiUrfitm  hoot  I.  Yates^  dated  SeheneeUidy,  JSTao  York,  May  15, 1832. 

**  Dear  Sir, 

'*  Your  circular  addressed  to  roe  on  the  subject  of  the  non-impriffonment 
law  in  this  state,  has  been  received,  and  I  would  take  pleasure  in  giyin^  an  an- 
swer to  all  your  inquiries  had  they  been  more  definite.  As  they  are,  I  conlbSs  I 
canntft  full^  understand  your  meaning.  Yon  ask,  among  otlwr  trnngs,  whether  the 
law  of  April,  1H31 ,  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  lor  dm  in  the  Prison 
under  my  care.  This  question  implies  your  belief  either  ^at  our  legudaloie  en- 
act laws  which  they  do  not  suffer  to  go  into  operation,  or  that,  if  they  do  go  into 
operation,  the  people  of  this  state  discountenance  them.  The  law  has  cone  into 
operation,  and  has  had  the  effect  intended.  Imprisonment  for  debt  is  afawusslied  by 
that  law,  except  in  cases  mentioned  by  the  act,  and  whioh  are-  as  follows :  IsL 
*^  Where  a  person  has  not  resided  in  Uie  state  for  the  space  of  thiity  days immedt* 
atelv  preccains  the  commencement  of  a  suit  upon  which  a  jadgment  was  render* 
ed,  »c. '  2d.  That  such  judgment  was  for  the  recovery  of  money  collected  by  any 
public  officer.  3d.  For  official  misconduct,  or  neglect  of  duty.  4th.  fW  damages 
for  misconduct  or  neglect  in  any  professional  employment  In  octiona  of  £rr> 
pasSf  trover f  and  aetitnu  on  the  casCy  a  person  is*  proceeded  against  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  laid  down  in  the  old  law,  and  fi>r  any  judgment  reoovered  against 
him,  his  body  is  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  and  the  new  law  gives  him  no  relief. 
Bvory  person  who  was  confineu  on  the  limits  of  this  county  on  a  judgment  found* 
ed  upon  a  oontraot  expressed  or  implied,  received  his  discharge  fl^m  imprison' 
ment  on  the  1st  day  of  Mareh  last  The  average  number  of  persons  confined  be» 
fore  the  law  took  effect  was  Um.  At  present,  not  a  single  person  is  on  the  (isuCs. 
or  in  close  oenfinemsnt  for  debt.    * 

^  All  classes  of  persons  complain  of  the  operation  of  the  non-impcisoament 
law.  The  passage  of  that  law  was  intended,  by  our  legislature,  to  benefit  the 
poorer  classes  of  community ;  but  they  do  not  consider  it  a  benefit :  not  ons  ^osr 
man  out  of  fifty  expresses  oimself  in  fkVor  oH  ths  law  \  and  almost  invariably, 
when  a  man  ox  this  detcviption  is  heard  to  express  himself  in  favor  of  the  Uw,  be 
proves  to  be  of  that  caste  who  pride  themselves  upon  dtfrauding  an  honest  cred- 
itor out  of  his  just  demand,  and  who,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  were 
fond  of  taking  tlM.  limUsy  and  in  that  manner  to  pay  an  honest  debt,  ^och  men 
will  now  say,  with  exultation,  "  The  \st  of  March  luu  passed;  toe  have  mo  prop' 
oritfy  and  nor  bodies  are  clear.**  I  have  heard  many  of  our  merehants  remark, 
that  they  find  greater  difficulty  in  collecting  their  debts,  than  they  had  befbre  the 
{Q  of  the  law.  While  imprisonment  was  held  in  tarorem  over  them,  the 
of  thb  evil  spurred  them'  on  t»  exertiott.    Now  thai  thai  evil  i»  Mmoved, 
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Uie^  «n  move  cwelen*  and  uncMioerned  on  the  gubjeot    As  tar  m  my  obier« 
TaUoo  extends,  tbfi  people  in  this  vicinity  are  genendly  opposed  to  the  law. 
With  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  serrant^ 

ISAAC  I.  YATES,  Sherif: 

LeiUrfiam  t  S.  Pdimery  dated  MonismUe^  Madmn  Cbun^,  May  16, 1833. ' 

'*  Dear  Sir, 

'*  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  May  4,  1832— The  law  of  Apri],  1831, 
which  you  mention,  took  effect  on  the  first  of  March  last.  So  far  as  my  ohserra* 
tionii  extend,  I  think  the  effect  of  that  law  has  been  to  disconttnue  cre^t  to  those 
who  are  not  inclined  to  pay  their  honest  debts.  Those  who  have  established  a 
character  for  honesty,  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  credit.  Several  indictments 
have  been  filed  in  our  court  against  fraudulent  debtors.  A  check  has  been  given 
to  the  conveying  o^  personal  property  without  consideration.  In  this  county, 
about  twenty-five  were  imprisoned  for  debt  on  the  1st  of  March ',  and  on  the  ^ 
of  March,  all  except  two  were  discharged.  No  one  is  imprisoned  now  in  this  coun-. 
ty,  either  in  Jail,  or  on  the  Jail  limits,  for  debt,  and  only  two  for  crime.  The  av-, 
era^  number  before  the  passage  of  that  law,  as  I  am  informed,  was  about  tbirty- 
five  at  the  time  of  haying  and  harvesting,  and  abo^t  fifteen  in  the  winter  season. 
At  other  seasons  of  the  vear,  I  have  had  no  information.  I  have  heard  ii^dividuals 
coiaplain  of  the  law,  but  no  class  of  men.  I  think  the  people  generally  ap- 
prove of  it ;  though  many  intelligent  men  think  the  law  might  have  been  passed 
Use  complicated  than  it  now  is. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L  8.  PALMER,  Sheriff,  Mtsdigm  C&mty." 

s  ... 

Idddtr  fronts  Francis  ArvMtrongy  dated  Owego^  May  16, 16^2. 

«Sif, 

**  t  will  attenfit  to  answer  the  several  inquiries  you  hai^  made,  with 
pleasure.  I  have  been  keeper  of  the  Jail  of  Tioga  county,  at  Owego,  since  the 
1st  of  January,  1689.  When  I  oame  here,  tbefe  were  but  two  debtors  confincHi, 
and  they  had  the  limits,  which  extend  over  the  whole  village.  The  average  num- 
ber, from  that  time  to  the  1st  March,  1832,  which  was  the  time  the  new  law  took 
eftsct,  emild  not  be  more  than  four.  On  the  Ist  March,  1832,  there  were  eight, 
all  of  whom  had  the  pritvilege  of  the  limits.  There  htioe  been  wme  since  thai  time 
imprimnedfor  debt. 

"•  The  persons  who  oomplain  most  are  merchants  and  mechanics,  such  as 
have  becnttt  tlie  habit  of  trusting  poor  people,  and  taking  labor  and  anv  thiiig 
else  they  could  pay.  The  merchants  in  this  county,  throughout,  have  been  in 
the  praetice  of  givmg  long  credits.  Siich  compUun.  The  poor  people  that  are  in 
debt,  and  have  nothing  to  pay  with  arepUased  ;  and  there  are  but  few  such,  ex- 
cept those  who  are  intemperate.  Seldom  have  any  been  put  to  Jail  but  such  as 
are  intemperate ;  and.  not  in  one  instance  have  any  but  transient  persons  been 
kept  m  close  confinement,  except  when  firrt committed,  and  while  in, a  state  of  inn 
tozication^  and  then  only  until  they  would  get  fairly  sober,  say  two  or  three  dajrs, 
when  they  were  liberated,  sometimes  by  g[ivisi?  bond  for  limils ;  sometimes  by  &»• 
curing  the  debt ;  but  in  most  oases,  by  being  discharged  bv  the  plaaitiffs,  when 
they  were  satisfied  they  had  nothing  to  pay.  xhere  iscme  other  Jail  in  this  county  j 
atfilaMn.  -  They  have  done  atnfle  mote  buaiiiess  than  has  been  done  at  tloi 
plate.  • 

fiespeetfully  yours, 

FRANCIS  ARM8TRONO, 

Under  Sheriff  and  MUfy  Ho'ga  CamUy.** 

Letter frtm  Jim.  GtbsimfdaUd  Mw  York  City^May  17, 1832. 

/^DeaASir, 

'^  I  bog  leave  to  forward  to  you  my  answer  to  jrour  letter  of  the  4th  inst. 
Itia  alll  can  say  at  present  on  the  subject  referred  to.  The  full  force  of  the  kw 
w^ Moi bt  bvought intooperatiofi  tili  Jviie  and  it  will  take  somd  time.afler  tlwl 
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period,  to  judge  correctly  1>f  its  effects.  I  should  saj  it  has  undoubtedly  done 
much  ffood  in  relieving  the  small  debtors,  if  poor  and  honest  So  far  it  lias 
worked  well ;  but  how  tar  the  construction  of  fraud  may  become  a  source  of  abuse, 
time  alone  can  show.  Aflraix),  there  are  many  cases  provided  for  in  this  statute, 
that  have  not  been  argued  but  in  pifvate.  On  what  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  these  cases  may  be,  there  appears  a  diversity  of  opinions,  and  till  a  legal  decis- 
ion is  given  in  each  case,  and  such  decision  acted  on,  I  could  not,  with  prooriety, 
give  any  settled  opinion  dn  what  may  be  the  general  effect  of  the  new  law  on 
tne  interests  of  this  community. 

*^  1.  The  law  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  does  not  go  Into  full  effect  till 
June,  and  from  its,  as  yet,  partial  operation,  it  is  difficult  to  give  an  opinion.  No 
case  of  fraud,  under  this  statute,  has  yet  come  to  my  knowledge. 

*'  2.  To  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law,  we  can  only  presume  it  has.  Bot 
by  the  statute  it  would  appear,  it  does  not  contemplate  entire  abolition  of  imprii- 
onment  on  civil  process. 

"  3.  There  are  twelve  in  close  confinement,  a  portion  of  whom  will  be  liberated 
when  the  law  goes  into  full  effect.  There  are  aiiout  three  hundred  on  the  limits ; 
raanv  of  these  will  also  find  relief  in  June. 

*'  4.  The  average  number  in  confinement  Was  about  twenty-five ;  on  the  limits 
four  hundred. 

"5.  It  is  generally  disapproved  of. 

**  6.  They  do  not.  The  people  have  an  erroneous  idea,  that  when  the  law  went 
into  operation,  in  March,  there  would  have  been  no  further  necessity  for  a  Jail. 
They  believe  the  law  to  be,  what  it  professes  to  be, '  A  law  to  abolish  imprisoa- 
ment  for  debt,'  in  its  strictest  sense ;  and  it  is  less  than  they  expected.  A  vafue 
oath  of  an  interested  man's  belief^  which  is  difficult  to  disprove,  may  still  hoRl  a 
citizen  to  bail,  or  imprison  him  with  criminals.  A  man  must  be  a  resident  one 
month  in  the  state,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  or  be  cannot  dt> 
rive  any  benefit  from  this  law. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Tours  very  obediently, 

JNO.  GIBSON.'' 

.  ItdUrJrom  PeUr  Smiihf  daUi  Johmtoumj  Mmtgamery  County*  A*.  Fork, 

May  17, 1832. 
"  Sir, 

''  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  4th  inst.,  I  have  t* 
■tate, 

**  1.  That  the  opemtion  of  the  law  of  April,  1831,  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  to  punish  firaudulent  debtors,  so  far  as  my  information  extends,  has, 
throughout  this  state,  had  the  eflect  for  which  it  was  'designed,  so  fkr  as  the  abol- 
ishing of  imprisonment  for  debt  extends ;  but  whether  it  punii^es  frMtAJeni 
debtors,  I  know  not,  as  no  instances  of  its  having  been  tested,  in  this  particnlar, 
have  oome  to  inv  knowledge.  It  is  supposed  to  have  diminished  litigation  in 
justices'  courts  for  actions  of  bontrsct,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  said  to  have  dons 
so  in  the  courts  of  superior  jurisdiction. 

<<  2.  It  has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Prison  nnder 
my  care. 

**  3.  There  are  no  persons  confined  on  the  limiln  of  the  Prison,  or  in  the  Prisos 
itself,  under  my  care,  for  debt. 

'^  4.  The  average  number  of  prisoners,  antecedently  to  the  time  when  this  lav 
took  eftet,  was  i£out  twenty. 

*'  5  &  6.  I  cannot  satisfactorily  answer  these  questions,  as  the  law  has  not 
been  long  enough  in  operation,  to  form  a  correct  opinion  relalm  to  the  estinaltoii 
in  which  it  is  held  by  the  pubUc  generally,  or  by  particular  classes  of  indi- 
viduals. Tours  respectfully, 

PETER  SMITH." 

Letter  from  SeUk  W.  Hobnu,  dakd  MaymOe,  Mmf  17, 1839L 
**  Dear  Sir, 

'*  In  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  legiaUtore  of  this  state  iboi- 
iifaing  imprisonment  for  debt,  passed  April,  1831,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  I 
••a  however  state,  that  a  nuniber  of  debtors,  to  my  knowledge,  hav«  been 
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pelled  under  the  new  law  to  pay  their  debts,  who  had  fucceMfiilly  mana^d  undet 
the  old  law  to  keep  their  creditors  out  of  their  money.  The  new  law,  in  regard 
to  imprisonment  for  debt,  has  cleared  the  Jail  of  this  county,  or  nearly  so ;  there 
being  bat  two  now  on  the  limits,  one  of  whom  will  be  discharged  unoer  said  act 
ss  far  aa  it  relates  to  courtu  of  record. 

"  There  are  none  in  close  confinement  in  our  Jail  for  debt  or  any  other  offence-^ 
a  circumstance  which  has  rarely,  if  ever,  occurred  in  this  countj  for  a  number 
of  yean ;  nor  have  there  b^n  any  committed  to  Jail,  charged  with  fraud  under 
the  said  act. 

*^  The  average  number  of  persons  confined  on  the  limits,  or  in  Jail,  for  debt, 
would  be  from  ten  to  twelve.  Sometimes  the  numl^r  on  the  limits  might  be  as 
lugh  as  twenty  or  thirty. 

"  The  time  has  been  so  short,  since  the  new  law  took  effect,  that  I  can  scarcely 
state  what  class  of  people  condemn  it  most.  There  are  three  classes  of  people  who 
complain  of  the  law : — Ist,  the  poorer  class,  who  have  no  more  property  tiian  the 
law  exempts  firom  execution  or  attachment ; — fidf  thoee  who  have  property  enough 
to  p^y  their  debts,  but  would  rather  secrete  their  property,  and  run  tne  chance  of 
being  imprisoned  thirty  days,  than  pajr  their  debts ; — and  3d,  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  break  in  upon  old  established  principles  and  rules.  There  are,  however,  a 
large  majority,  I  tnink,  who  approve  of  the  principles  on  which  the  law  is  found- 
ed.— It  will,  undoubtedlj^  operate  hardest,  for  a  wnile,  on  those  who  are  within 
cxemptiona  of  the  law,  who  have  no  security  to  give  to  their  creditors,  and  who 
have  not  established  their  credit  for  honesty  and  punctual  payment  of  their  small 
debts.  Bat  1  apprehend  it  will  have  a  good  result  on  society,  by  making  more  - 
distinction  between  the  honest,  punctual  poor  man,  and  the  dishonest  poor  man, 
and  serve  to  make  the  man  who  depends  on  character  as  security  to  obtain  neces- 
sary accommodations,  prompt,  if  he  is  naturally  dishonest. 

**  Tlie  number  of  persons  discharged  from  the  limits  and  close  confinement,  on 
the  day  the  law  went  into  operation,  was  twenty -seven.  « 

"  It  was  generally  apprehended,  Uiat,  when  the  late  law  went  into  effect,  litiga- 
tion would  increase }  but,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  it  has  decreased 
more  than  one  half;  but  of  this  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  judge. 
I  am,  respectfully. 

Your  humble  servant, 

SfiTH  W.  HOLMES,  Under  Sheriff  tmd  Jailer:* 

LfUerJrom  F.  E.  Spinner^  dated  Herkimer^  Ma^  22|  1832L 

"  Sir, 

'*  Tour  circular  of  4th  last  is  received.  I  have  not  the  leisure  to  enter 
minutely  into  the  detaib  of  the  operation  of  the  law  to  which  it  refers.  I  can 
only  say,  in  answer  to  your  first  inouiry,  that  it  has  had  the  efkci  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment as  far  as  it  contemplatea.  There  is  no  person  at  present  in  close  con- 
finement in  this  Prison  for  a  oebt,  and  there  has  bc«n  but  one  since  the  time  the 
act  took  effect,  which  was  for  a  tre^Mss.  There  are  confined  to  the  Jail  liberties 
seven,  who  will  probably  all  be  discharged  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  above  referred  to.  On  the  day  on  which  the  law  took 
e&ct,  the  number  confined  to  the  limits  was  nearly  one  hundred ;  the  average 
numlier  before  that  time,  was  probably  about  half  that  number.  I  hear  no  com- 
plaints against  the  law,  except  from  constables. — ^There  have  as  yet  been  no  crim- 
inal proceedings  against  fraudulent  debtors. 

Tours,  dsc. 

F.  E.  SPINNER." 

LaUrfrw^  Ahrakom^  Chimin  dattd  Bi^^ 

•*8ir, 

"  In  complying  with  your  request,  I  wish  to  inform  you,  that  the  law  you 
referred  to,  has  had  tiie  desired  effect,  in  the  full  extent.  Not  one  has  been  con- 
fined in  Jail,  or  on  the  limits,  since  the  first  of  March  last,  at  which  time  the  law 
took  effect.  The  average  number  of  prisoners,  before  that  time,  in  Jail,  and  on 
the  limits,  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  was  not  more  than  tw#  or  three.  •It  is 
cenerally  approved  of,  with  the  exception  of  merchants,  physicians,  and  men  of 
nnsiness,  that  cannot  help  trusting  more  or  less.  The  objection  is  raised  by  a, 
vunber,  that  4t  should  not  extend  to  debts  contracted  before  the  law  was  passed., 


04  i»RI80If  DIS^IPI«l|n$   BOCISTr. 

It  has  been  a  day  of  rejoicing  to  that  class  of  people  that  will  get  aH  the  trust 
they  can,  and  pay  none,  if  they  can  avoid  it.  But  upon  candid  reflection,!  think 
it  will  be  a  good  thin^.  While  some,  tbroujOfh  the  enect  of  imprisonment,  wonld 
get  their  moner,  numbers  would  be  lodged  m  Jail  for  thirty  davs,  if  they  have  a 
family,  and  sixty  days,  if  they  have  none,  and  in  some  cases,  perhi^is,  ninety  days, 
while  their  families  were  suffering ;  and,  afler  all,  the  creditors  would  lose  their 
money,  and  have  the  cost  to  pay. 

Tours,. most  respectfbny, 

ABRAHAM  ORTOIf.* 


Letter  from  DemUs  Stoctdngf  dated  CatskiU,  May  25, 1832. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

*'I  received  jour  circular  bearing  date  the  4th  May,  by  which  I  learn 
your  wish  to  obtain  inlbrmatioa  irelative  to  the  law  of  the  state  of  New  York  tn 
aholisU  imprisonment  for  debt,  passed  April,  1631 .  I  most  cheeHiilly  comply  with 
your  request,  and  will  answer  your  questions  as  far  as  1  am  able.  There  have 
beCD  no  debtors  confined  in  our  county  since  the  law  took  efiect,  and  all  that  were 
previously  confined,  were  liberated,  at  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  three  who 
were  conlned  upon  cm  sa. 

**  For  six  years  past,  the  average  number  of  debtors  has  been  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  per  year.  Your  question  with  respect  to  fraudulent  debtors  1  9n- 
not  answer,  and  for  this  reason — since  the  law  took  effect,  creditors  have  almost 
totirely  suspended  tlie  collection  of  their  debts.  Time- must  answer  the  qaestbn. 
There  is  very  little  said  as  yet  about  the  law.  Those  persons  who  complain  most, 
■B  far  as  my  observation  extends,  are  the  merchant,  and  the  poorer  class  of  men. 
On  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  the  law  is  generally  approved,  ,in  its  present 
fism.  '  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DENNIS  STOCKING,  JaiUr  of  Greene  Caunttjy  JVI  F." 


I 


State  Prison  at  Auburn. — 

The  earnings  of  the  convicts  in  this  Prison,  during  the 
period  of  eleven  months,  ending  September  30,  1831/ 
as  charged  to  the  contractors,  amounted  to     ...     .     36,209  44 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  period,  for  the  general 
support  and  repairs  of  the  Prison  {inchiding  the  amount    ' 
paid  to  discharge  convicts),  as  per  vouchers  rendered  to 
the  comptroller^  amounted  to 34,405  61 

Leaving  a,  balance  in  favor  of  the  Prison  of     ...    .     $lv803  83 

The  actual  receipts  during  the  year,  from  Prison  sources, 
including  those  from,  visitors,  amounted  to    .     <     ...     43^762  61 

To  this  must  be  added  the  amoutii  in  the  hands  of  the 
agent  on  the  31st  October.  1830,      .......       4,864  79 

a  48,614  60 
Dedocting  expenditures  as  above  stated, 34,405  61 

Leaves  a  balance  in  the  agent's  hands,  30th  September, 

1831,.of $14,20890 

On  the  1st  of  Jamiary,  1831 ,  the  numbeY  of  convicts  in  the  Prison 
was  620.  At  the  close  of  the  same  year,  it  was  646— showing  an  in- 
crease, during  the  year,  of  26,  including  60  received  from  the  Sing- 
Sin^  Prison,  but»  exclusive  of  thoae^^a  decrease  in  the  preaeot  Prison 
district  of  34. 


The  cliaplidn  of  the  Prison  furnished  the  "following  ststement  re- 
specting the  former  character  and  habits  of  the  convicts. 

Among  those  discharged  from  the  Prison  during  the  past  year,  by 
pardon  and  expiration  of  sentence,  there  were, 

Of  superior  education, 2 

Of  decent  common  education, 36 

Of  very  poor  education, 65 

Of  no  education, '30 
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Of  this  number,  95  had  been  addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance. 
The  male  convicts  remaining  in  Prison,  on  the  first  day  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  may  be  classed,  with  reference  to  their  former  habits  of  drink* 
ing,  in  die  following  manner : 

Grossly  intemperate,     .......' 200 

Moderately  intemperate  (regular  drinking,  and  occasional  in* 

toucation,  or  either), .*    .    258 

Temperate  drinkers, 132 

Total  abstijQents,  or  nearly  so, 19 


647 

Of  these,  346  were  under  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits  at  the  time 
of  the  commission  of  their  crimes. 

Dishonorable  Conduct  of  the  Clerk. — The,  clerk  of  this  Prison,  Mr. 
John  R.  Bodley,  died  during  the  last  year  ;  and  the  inspectors  make  the 
following  report  to  the  legislature  concerning  the  discharge  of  his  offi- 
cial duties  highly  dishonorable  to  him.     They  say, — 

"  It  is  oiu;  duty  to  state,  that,  upon  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books,  since 
Mr.  Bodice's  decease,  we  find,  towards  the  close  of  his  official  transactions,  some 
important  inaccuracies  in  his  aeoounts,  and  are  constrained  to  admit  the  mortify- 
ing fact,  that  thero  hmre  been  cash  reoeipts,  of  a  consideralAe  amount,  which  are 
unaccounted  for. 

**  These  errors  are  of  such  a  kind,  that  it  is  impracticable  to  exhibit  them,  in 
their  tme  li^^ht,  in  this  report.  We  have  therefore  advised  the  agent  to  present 
the  subject,  m  person,  to  the  legislature,  in  order  to  make  the  necessair  cxplana- 
tioQfl,  whidh  he  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  do.  It  is  due  to  the  agent  to 
remark,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  ought,  in  our  opinion,  entirely  to  ex- 
culpate him  from  censure." 

Tbv4  departure  from  rectitude,  we  are  informed,  was  occasioned  by 
intemperance.     Mt,  Bodley  died  of  delirium  tremens  in  great  horror. 

Departure  from  the  Principle  of  Solitary  Confinement  at  Night. — 

The  inspectors  say,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature, — 

^' The  number  now  in  Prison  is  nearly  six  hundred  and  .filly,  exceeding  the 
number  of  solitary  cells  by  about  one  hundred.  Already  the  discipline  ot  this 
Prison  has  suffered  and  is  suffering,  from  the  necessary  contact,  in  many  cases, 
of  two  convicts  in  the  same  dormitory.  And  the  prospect  is,  that,  without  some 
Bpeedy  provision  to  remedy  the  evil,  it  will  be  augmented  to  such  a  deg^c,  as,  in 
effect,  to  throw  us  back  upon  the  old  system  of  unrestrained  intercourse  among 
crintinAls.  From  acconats  which  have  reached  us  of  the  rapid  increase  at  ^e 
Sing-Sing  Prison,  there  is<ffood  reason  to  apprehend,  that  it  wiUseon  be  necessary 
to  enlarge  this  Prison  distnct,  and  consequently  crowd  this  institution  still  moro, 
with  convicts.  This  state  of  things  admonishes  us  that  the  time  has  already  ar* 
lived  for  deeiding  between  the  alternative  of  providing  an  additional  number  of 
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pplitary  cfrlff,  ot  <yf  tbandtMitn^  that  dibtilK^tlve  tttd'eiseitti^lftatmleitf  oOr  ffatem 
of  divcipUne,  wl^icJi  ba«  giv^n  it  «U  i49  eJS»«cy  a^  onle^tj,  and  upon  wjbicb  the 
ifltiinate  succewi  of  tiie  experiment  wholly  uependB.  To  be  forced  upon  the  Utter 
alternative  we  should  greatly  deplpre.  O^r  confide4tee  in  the  decideiUy  rpfbroia* 
tory  tcjidency  of  the  system,  when  aUowed  its  f«ee  And  full  opuralMi^  mt/fnim- 
ra^ed  by  counteractjog  causes,  xemaiDS  uusha^ea  ;•  and  if  H  ever  Xfjil  ifttadimse 
M>-  disrepute,  w«  are  p^uoded  it  will  be  o^ingto  aa  imperfect  appUcatioi^  of  ii» 
simple  prii^ciplesy  and  udt  Aiiy  inhereot  dolbet  in  the  syetem  itself.  ■ 

*-  We  therefore  respcotfuUy  but  eianiestly  M}OQmsiAild4o  tk^  kgMa^liiQ»  the  in- 
fiwfliatc  &pprQpri{itlop  (if  tea  thQYS9.nd  doljlar^,  to.be  ^xpendi^,  Wi#r  U^^iiratioa 
t'f  the  iiispt'Ctora  of  this  Prison,  in'tho  erection  of  an  adiTitional  number  of  soli 
tary  cells,  'flits  suni^  ih  addHioh  to  the  aratlable  fundi  ih  the  hands  of  the  ageirt, 
v<iiil,  it  is'belicvedvbe  sutfioient-toprimdefoi^  tha  sepamte  cuuffiueiuert^  not  otAf 
pf  fi^r  .p^84'^  f^WP^^x  h^i-  ^  ^  p4<jW>Jp  i)lSMF^a#e  at  this  Pi»ff^.  ^  ^  vnivt^ 
mc'ut  ol;Q^^  prison, 4tftfic^,di^iiigt^>e,en^uu)gyeJ^^^         ,     .,        ,.       ^. 

. { .  It  gives  m> ttnfftignad  -pie^uteiloi Btal»,  Uiat .Ibe- legasltktar«  nade |N»- 
vlaioiiv  bdhre  the  close  of  ffaelast/'sesakm.'fw  ftbei  ereci^ioB opf  ^  wiffi- 
tietit.niuBiieti  of  Eolitary  ceils  to  remMy  tfiis  e?i|k 


•  '       .    .  ;     "''  I' 


Qihs — rThe  ius()ector«  ^y^-*r^       ...  .   .  '    .     .  .  , 

'  *'  Nothing  h«t  Ki  UD^rtoBB  scbs^  bf  datff>ar«id<t  niduer  im  again  to-a4vtcttB 
t!ie  situation  of  our  female  department,  anu  renew  our  urgent  p|ea  lor  legislative 
interposition.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  this  department  presents  a  speci* 
men  of  tlie  most  die  trusting  and  appalling  features  of  the  old  syst^pi  of  Prisoa 
management,  at  tlu*  worst  period  of  its  history.  Crot^ded,  aa'tm^  fi^A^lea'  are, 
about  thirty  in  ntt^i^r,  into  a  sipgle  ATbov^^  df  #mal^  diiatnsioiys  1^4  ^^1  hnp^- 
ie«ct  ViqBtilflftion,  in  the, fourth  story  of  tbe,  south  wing,  remote  from  the  post  of 
aoy  piijccr^and  accessible  only  through  four  bolted  doors,  where  they  are  obliff^ 
(o  rernuin'niglit  and-dar,  in  an  atnK)^cr«  abftohrtefy 'niiif^eatili^'to^  ?4amr, 
Had  g^Tea  4ip^  without  the  possibility  of  fi^ny  ^ularj:  snpf^ryiaiont  V>  we  onit- 
strained  dominion  of  all  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature ;— their  conditioo,  af 
may  well  be  supposed,  is  truly  wretched,  as  it  reg^r^s  health  and  jroi^rnjiieat, 
and,  wi^h  respect  to  the  prospect  of  reformation,  Utterly  hopeless.  '^W^e'kaow  <^ 
W3  subj^0t.<>f  legislation,  which^  in  ;<mr  opiuan^ eaila  motB  Imdly  fivlmaiBdialrac- 
liqn.tiianiliis ;  and  it  is  our  most  etirneat  and  iiQp9i#inate  requeaty'that  lomethiag 
fJecisive  may  be  done  at  tlie  present  session  of  tbe  legis^ture. 

*<  Notwifhstanding  tlie  great  debasement  of  these  females  in  their  present  eir- 
^umstances,  we  are  not  among  those  who^  itffgard  this  cAiss  of*  convicts  as  being 
beydmhthe  rea^h  of  moral  motivAi,  br  the  salntafy  iafloence  of  a  good'  syiiem  of 
Prison  discipline.  We  belieye  that,  unoer  the  immediate  direction  of  a  compe- 
tent matron,  in  an  institution  built  upon  the  plan  of  our  preaent  Priaona,  with  the 
same  facilities  for  enforcing  wholesome  rulea  of  discipline,  they  may  be  as  easily 
governed  and  reclaimed  as  male  convicts,  and  be  made  a(  least  to  a^pport  the^- 
Kelves.  "f  his  is  not  mere  conjecture,  but  ta  opinion  supported  b^ ii^ta.  Tlie  el- 
|>eriaient  at  Baltimore  is  conclusive^  The  direetors  df  that  PcfntHitiaiy,  I^  their 
leport  for  the  year  188$,  say,  f  .Th<&  ivaaale  department,  under  tiie  dkectioii  of  its 
■rortliy  and  attentive  matron,  has  produced  a  net  gain  of  $1,3%  71  ^  derived  from 
the  proceeds  of  its  labor  for  the  weaving  and  other  departments  \  proving,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  that  convict  females,  und^r  the  government  of  one  <n  their 
own  sei,  may  Moto^ly  be  as  well- disdipN dad*  a«  malfls,  bilC  that  tii^^  labor'faiay  be 
#a  directed  as  to  be  equally  profitable.'  Witli  respect  tp  the  jaew 'female  Peniten- 
^ary.in  Connecticut,  also,  it  is  stated  in  the  last  Report  of  Uie  Pri(iDn  Diacipline 
pocietv,  that  *  the  women,  who  were  before  crowded  together  in  one  apa^ncat, 
and  leu  to  themselves,  to  make  a  noise  which  mig^t  be  heard  at  a  distance,  and 
tear  the  hair  from  each  other's  heads,  are  now  separated  at  tfigbt,  and  ediployed 
by  day  hnder  the  constant  care  and  supervision  of  a.  matron,  ainoh  chanted  for 
ibe  better  in  their  outward  apoearance,  and  mpre  than  supporting  themsaives  by 
their  labor.'  Id  view  of  sucn  facts  as  these,  in  connection  with  (hose  respectinjr 
the  wretched  state  of  our  female  department,  we  hope  the  legislature  will  not  hcw- 
|aie  to  decide  upon  the  erection  of  a  new  and  aeparate  Penitentiary  for  icmatea" 


Pleasing  JResnUs  qf  the  Sc^haih  School — ^Tbe  la^xectorssay, — 

**  Th^  reflident  ohaplidn  infbrms  tui,  that  the.  Sunday  sehool  fbr  convicts  has  beeti 
eonlinued  through  the*  year,  with  an  increased  number  of  pupils,  and  unabated  in> 
tereat ;  and  that,  in  bis  opinion,  the  effect  of  tlie  moral  culture  bestowed  upon  tibe 
convicts  generally,' is  apparent,  not  only  in  their  humble  and  submissiTe  defaieanor, 
and  cboer^  complian<ie  with  the  Tulesof  the  Prison,  but  also,  in  very  many  cases, 
in  a  pungent  sense  of  the  guilt  and  ill  desert  of  their  crimes,  gratitude  to  God 
and  man  for  that  restraint  and  discipline  by  which  they  have  been  brought  to  their 
right  mind,  and  ingenuous  resolutions  of  future  amendment." 

On  the  whole,  this  Prison  has  not  lost  its  excellent  character.  But 
the  conduct  of,  the  clerk,  tlie  putting  two  men  together  in  about  fiftj 
cells,  and  the  oonditioa  of  the  femaJes,  according  to  the  very  frank  re> 
port  of  ^  inspecibrs,  are  a  considerable  abatement  from  ihnt  unexcep- 
tionable account  of  the  institution,  which  we  should  be  pleased  to  coni- 
nunieste.  The  6rst  of  these  cannot,  however,  be  complained  of, 
as  now  existing ;  ■  the  second  has  provision  ahroady  made  for  its  removal ; 
but  the  last  is  disgraceful.  We  think  the  officers  of  the  Prison,  if  they 
wish  to  have  the  evil  removed,  had  better  conduct  the  visitors  to  the 
female  department  fer  one  year,  and  it  win  give  a  publicity  to  the  odi- 
ous' abuses  existing  there,  which  will  be  likely  to  correct  them  in  an^ 
ether  year  :  the  female  department  of  this  Prison  has  beeo  kept  odt  of 
view  too  long  already. 

&aU  Prison  at  Sing^Sinff,-*- 
The  agent  of  the  Prison,  Robert  Wiltsie,  received  for 

ltd  use  in  eleven  months  ending  September  30^  1831|.  75,701  |7 
And  expended,  during  the  same  time. 72,334  ?1 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of 93,366  46 

•m^t^^m     I  ■        .1  ■        « 
■  I  I 

Of  the  sum  received,  there  were, 

From  tftie  state  tMasury,  for  general  siipporty       .     4    .    .  30,000  00 

••      ••      "         "        for  building  cells,  4,800  00 

Prom  other  sources — ^proceeds  of  labor,     ,...,.  38,538  93 

"       *'          *^        materials,  iron,  &.a, 1,473  00 

•*       •*    .      "        from  former  agent,  &c.,     *    .         •  889  34 

$75,701  Vi 


3         1  »i  11 


Expended  for  clothing  of  convicts,    ...,,.,.    6,907  6!^ 
"        for  bedding  and  Prison  fiimiture,     •    •    .     ^    .     1,674  41 
*^       for  soap,  ofl,  fuel,  iocludiag  coal  for  •oriths'  shop^      3^303  91 
**       for  food  of  convicts,    .........    18,513  88 

.    *       for  salary  of  officers^   .     ,    .    .    .     .    ...    S0,l20  (^ 

**       for  support  of  fenMle  convicts  in  the  oity  of  New 

York, 8,§0l  M 

"       for  stock  and  tools  of  smiths'  shop,      ....    5,946  85 
"       for  quarries  and  stone  shops,  .     .    .    »    .    2,138  01 

*"       for  materials  for  additional  cells,      .....    6,235  1^ 

*'       for  freight  and  cartage, 1,754  91 

**       for  hospital  sjtores  and  medicines, 025  13 

1,328  (tt 

•72,334  71 

4 


I 
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It  will  be  seen,  by  the  above  statement,  that  the  state  treasury  has 
been  drawn  upon  to  the  amount  of  $90,000,  for  the  general  support  of 
this  Prison.  Af^er  all  that  has  been  said  by  tliC  commisRooers  for 
building  the  Prison,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tibbits  and  Allen ;  by  the  former 
keeper,  Mr.  Lynds;  and  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  its  Reports, 
concerning  this  Prison's  ability  to  support  itself,  when  finished,  it  is  not  a 
little  discouraging  to  the  state  to  find  such  results.  The  only  cause  assign- 
ed by  the  inspectors  for  calling  on  the  state  last  year  for  $30,000  for  general 
support,  and  for  calling  again  for  $29,634  88  the  next  year,  for  the  same 
purpose,  is,  that  the  marble  quarries,  in  which  most  of  the  men  are  employ- 
ed, produce  so  great  a  disproportion  of  earth  axiA  poor  stone.  If  this  be 
the  true  and  only  cause  of  the  failurie  of  this  Prison,  in  the  amount  of 
$30,000  annually,  to  defray  its  current  expenses,  the  obvioas  remedy  jj, 
to  abandon  the  quarries,  and  resort  to  some  one  or  more  of  half  a  dozeo 
any  other  kinds  of  business,  by  which  the  Prison  could  easily  be- 
come a  source  of  income.  If  the  Prisons  at  Charlestown,  Auburn, 
Wethersfield,  and  the  Penitentiaries  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  can 
support  themselves,  so  can  that  at  Sing-Sing ;  and  it  ought  to  be  ex- 
pected to  do  it  before  another  year  has  passed  away.  The  men  arc 
healthy  ;  the  location  is  on  navigable  water,  near  the  city  of  New  York ; 
the  necessary  articles  of  diet,  clothing,. d&c,  are  not  unreasonably  expen- 
sive ;  the  construction  of  the  Prison  is  favorable  to  order,  discipline  and 
industry ;  the  salary  of  the  officers  is  not  more,  in  proportion  to  the  nitm- 
ber  of  prisoners,  than  in  several  of  the  Prisons  which  support  themselves. 
What  other  cause  can  be  assigned  for  the  enormous  annual  expeD<ti- 
ture,  except  the  one  which  the  inspectors  have  assigned-^the  unpro- 
ductive marble  quarries, — unless  it  be  a  bad  administration  by  the  gorerth 
ment  of  the  Prison  ?  As  the  last  cause  is  not  assigned,  and  tbe  other 
may  manifestly  be  sufficient,  let  the  quarries  be  abandoned  as  unprofita- 
ble, as  they  were  in  a  great  degree  by  the  people  of  Sing-Sing,  before 
the  Prison  was  built.  Some  years  ago,  the  marble  quarries  at  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Sing-Sing  were  wrought ;  but  of  late  years,  previous  to 
the  building  of  the  Prison,  they  were,  in  a  great  degree,  abandoned, 
manifestly  for  the  same  causes  as  those  assigned  by  tbe  inspectors 
•gainst  the  Prison  quarries — because  so  much  earth,  and  so  much  poor 
stone,  are  to  be  removed  in  procuring  stone  of  a  good  quality.  In  re- 
gard to  the  Prison  quarries,  the  inspectors  say^^ — 

•  .**  Tbe  quwriet  at  this  Prison  have  been  extended ;  and  a  new  one  has  beta 
opened  at  the  south  part  of  the  farm,  at  some  distance  from  the  Prison,  and  a  road 
worked  to  it ;  but  the  value  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  other  qutirries,  is  diminished 
by  the  immense  amount  of  labor  necessary  to  remove  the  suDerincumbent  earth 
cad  rubbish,  and  by  the  excess  of  inferior  stone  over  the  marble  of  a  good  quality. 
These  oanses,  it  is  feared,  will  continoe,  a«  hetetofoie,  to  lessen  the  prodoctiYe- 
which  might  at  first  have  been  expected  from  tbe  quarries  of  this  Prison." 


Again  we  say,  let  them  be  abandoned,  then,  and  other  and  prodac* 
tive  branches  of  business  introduced ;  for  it  is  a  great  evil,  not  only  to 
the  state  of  New  York,  but  to  the  country  at  large,  to  have  this  new 
Prison,  under  its  improved  construction,  and  the  new  system  of  Prison 
discipline,  bringing  the  state  in  debt  $30,000  annually. 
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•      .  «  *'         ' 

Employment  qf  Ike  Catmets,  September  30, 1831. 

OecnpstioA  of  pnsonen,  on  work  for  saie. 

fihoeoMkni)  .••. 35  Quafrymen  ^  south  quany, 37 

TaUow, • 10  "  north      «        47 

Lockvnuths  and  iron- workers,  .....  32  Carting  stone  from        **        ......  36 

Stont-catters, 295  Pounding  rail-way  stone, 12 

Shop-tenders  and  waiters,    SI  Laborers  loading  resseb, 16 

QpuTjrinff    and    c«tting    rail-way  *— — 

Woiks,.......,., 39  Total .*.59# 

For  the  Prison. 

Quarrying.  /  Invalids  picking  wool, 96 

Cutting  stona  lot  Prison  bttUdings,  111    OmIu,  bakers  and  washers^ 94 

OutiBg  stone  <<      ^  "  <    30    Barbeus, 5 

Barrownaen,  ."     "  «  36    Waiters  in  hall, 11 

Masons,  '. 24    Sick  in  hospital, 13 

Carpenters, ..:..'.;..:...  12    Qx-drivers, 2 

Bod-carrierS)  waiters  anif  tenders,..  16    Hospital  nurse  and  waiten^ 2 

2b  smith-ehop,  at  doorsy^.  ..,.,..  37    Coopers,.. < .•...•..*.•    2 

Tailors  and  shoemakers,  .........  25  —— 

Weavers^  spinners  and  carders,  ....  22  Total  number  of  prisoners,.  .96i 

Increase  of  Convicts,  Pardons,  Deaths,  8^e, — 

''  The  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison,  on  the  Slat  day  of  October, 
1836,  was, 770 

FiOBi.tiiat  time.loiheSOtbdsy  of  September,  1861,  (eleven  moaUis,) 
there hav?  heon-reoeived, .*4.r « • .>>...338c7-l,UQ6 

There  hav^  been  disbharged,  during  the  same  period,  by  expiration  of 
sentence,. ....;.  ^ 65 

9yd^«ih,.L.. 28 

Andby pMrdon,.i.*t».w...««k.«^.«<«.*«).»**.«.4.«w*..*.*4.«* ».»  34    . 

iaviinaM9n^ptiagt(>fscape,!there  has  been  drowned,.  •«,•••«• I?f 


Leaving  in  l^son,  September  30th,  1^1, J...     966 

eotfTMsIs,  making  an  inor^sM  of  210  during  the  eleven  moatiis  previous. 

«  &^n<»e  the  30tir  dav  of  Scfntember  last,  the' number  ^  eonvlets  at  this  PriMb 
hm  e&cecdad  l;l006t;  but  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  60  were  removed  to  the 
Atibym  Pciaoii,  by  order  of  the  governor.  *  The  number  here^«t  the  date  of  this 
report,  is  upwards  of  960 ;  and,  at  Uie  ratio  of  increase  for  the  last  year  or  two,  if 
this  Prison  shall  continue  to  receive  convicts  firom  the  same  portion  of  the  state  ^ 
m  at  present  assigned  to  it,  it  may  fkirly  be  esthnated  that,  before  the  close  of  the 
current  yeu,  (tnding  oo  the  SOth  day  of  September  next^)  the  number  will  not 
ikU  short  of  i;200." 

The  causes  of  the  iocrease  of  convicts  assigned  by  the  iospeetoc? 
are,  the  increased  namber  of  crimes  for  which  persons  are  sent  to  the 
State  Prison  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  the  salutary  caution  with 
which  the  pardoning  power  is  exerclsea. 

Pri34m  for  Female   ConviUs^-^ThH  inspectors  of  the   Sing-Sing 

Prison  concur  with  those  of  the  Auburn  Prison  in  regard  to  the  impotr- 

tance  of  the  iheasare.    They  say, — 

Z' In  our  l90t  year's  repor^  we  invited  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the 
situation  of  the  female  convicts  of  this  state,  and  the  propriety  ot  erecUng  a  sep- 
trtte  Prison  ftnr  them,  in  the  hope  that  they,  too,  might  receive  the  benefit  of  some 
iiiiproivtei  fliodtt  of  iPriaon  diseipUjU).  The  mspectors  of  the  Auburn  Prison  hxife 
,o]so  f^equei^tly  urge4  this  #u1)j^t;  eod  our  predeoeesors  at  this  Prison,  in  their 
last  report,  submitted  estimates  of  the  expense  of  erecting  such  a  Prison,  as  well  as 
sites  for  its  location.  We  will  add  that  a  convenient  location  fo'if  this  object  maty 
be  found  upon  the  State  Prison  farm,  about  a  <]uarter  of  a  mile  north  of  this  Prison, 
towards  the  village  of  Sing-Sing;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  our  agent^  such  a 
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fourth  part  of  the  buiJding  fitted  up  ibr  them  in  a  very  appropriate  man- 
lier, with  separate  dormitories,  a  pleasant  piaee  of  worship,  a  conveuient 
jard,  Sue,  We  have  not  learned  in  what  manner  the  other  portions  of 
the  buiJding  are  prepared  for  vagrants,  untried  prisoners,  6lc. 

The  building  formeriy  known  as  Bridewell,  on  the  west  wing  of  the  City 
Hall,  and  with  which  the  city  has  been  for  years  reproached,  as  having 
a  nuisance  in  the  very  heart  of  it,  is  a  Bridewell*  no  longer.  It  is  now 
used  for  the  few,  very  few,  debtors,  who  may  be  confined  in  it,  under 
thenew  law,  which  has  already  done  so  muoh  to  clear  all  the  Jails  in 
the  state  of  this  class  of  persons. 

The  old  building,  on  the  east  wing  of  the  City  Hall,  with  which  the 
city  was  formerly  and  jusdy  reproached,  as  having  one  of  the  most 
odious  debtors'  Jails  in  the  country,  on  one  of  its  most  beantiful  pubKe 
jk>t8,  and  near  several  of  its  most  useful  and  important  public  buildings, 
has  been  so  changed,  even  in  external  appearance,  as  to  be  scarcely 
recognized ;  and  the  interior  has  been  fitted  up  for  public  offices. 

So  that,  on  the  whole,  the  city  of  New  York  has  made  great  prog^ress, 
during  the  last  year,  in  this  department  of  benevolence. 

House  of  Mefngef  New  York  City, — ^The  number  of  inmates  in  this 
House, .on  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
of  whom  forty  were  girls :  the  number  on  the  1st  of  January.  1832,  was 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  of  whom  forty-three  were  girls.  There 
have  been  received,  during  the  year  ending  January  1, 1832,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five-  of  whom  twenty-four  were  girfs.  '  There  have 
been  apprenticed,  during  the  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two,  of 
whom  twenty  were  girls.  There  have  been  returned  to  the  House,  of 
those  formerly  apprenticed,  thirteen,  of  whom  two  were  girls.  The 
whole  number  of  children  who  have  received  the  benefits  of  this  insti- 
tution, during  the  year,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-one.  The  whole 
number  received  into  this  Refuge  from  crime,  in  seven  years,  is  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  boys,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  girls  :  tx>ul, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifly-nine. 

Those  received  the  last  year  were  sent  to  the  House  by  the  following 
authorities  : — by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms-Honse,  six ;  by  the 
Police  Court  of  New  York  city  and  county,  sixty-three;  by  the  Special 
Sessions,  six ;  by  General  Sessions,  sev^n ;  by  the  Sessions  of  the 
county  of  Albany,  seven ;  of  King's,  four ;  of  Orange,  three ;  of 
Rensselaer,  one ;  of  Monroe,  two ;  of  Ulster,  one  ;  of  Oneida,  one : 
total  boys,  one  hundred  and  one: — girls,  by  Commissioners  of  the 
Alms-I^ouse,  ^vt ;  by  Police  of  New  York  city  and  county,  eighteen ; 
Specifil  Sessions,  ditto,  one :  total  girls,  twenty. four. 

Their  nativity  was  as  follows  :^^f  American  parentage,  sixty-one ; 
of  Irish,  thirty-two;  of  English,  fifteen  ;  of  German,  two ;  of  Scotch, 
three ;  of  French,  eight ;  of  Welch,  three  ;  unknown,  one  :  total,  one 
hundred  and  tweuty<4ive. 

Their  age  was  as  follows :— k>ne  of  five  years ;  one  of  seven  ;  five  of 
eight ;  five  of  nine ;  six  of  ten ;  seven  of  eleven  ;  thirteen  of  twelve ; 
eighteen  of  thirteen ;  twenty-one  of  fourteen  ;.  twenty-nine  of  fifteen ; 
twelve  of  sixteen  ;  five  of  seventeen  {  one  of  eighteen ;  and  one  of  nin^- 
teen  :  average  age,  thirteen  and  one  thiid  years. 
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They  have  been  apprentioed  as  follows  >-^t6  fanners,  boys,  thirtj-fiye ; 
to  the  sea  service  and  whale  fishery,  twenty*four ;  to  shoemakers, 
eight ;  to  blacksmiths,  nine ;.  to  tailors,  two ;  to  house  carpenters,  font; 
to  ship  carpen|ers,  three;  to  mason,  one;  to  chair-makers,  four ;  to 
Isnners  and  curriers,  four  ;  to  baker,  one ;  to  carriage-makers,  two;  to 
hatter,  one ;  to  printer,  one  ;•  to  cloth  manufacturers,  two ;  to  cabinet 
maker,  one ;«— to  housewifery,  '^irls,  twenty* 

There  have  been  returned  to  their  friends,  during  the  last  year,  four- 
teen.  This  has  onJy  been«^done  when,  all  circumstances  considered^ 
this  appeared  to  be  the  best  course  for  the  children. 

In  apprenticing  the  children,  the  most  patient  and  careful  consider- 
ation is  given  to  the  testimonials  and  credentials  of  the  applicants  for 
them.  The  farming  business  and  the  sea  service  are  most  approved. 
The  service  of  the  South  Sea  whale-ships  is  highly  commended  by  the 
managers. 

The  employmeBt  of  the  children  in  the  House,  hss  been  in  the  man- 
u&cture  of  brushes  ibr  clothes,  shoes  and  hats;  of  bedsteads,  tables,  &c. ; 
of  bead  ear-rings,  safety-chams  and  necklaces;  but  principally  in  the 
manufacture  of  seats  for  chairs  and  settees.  '  Shoes  and  clothes  for  the 
whole  establishment  are  made  by  the  children :  the  cooking,  both  for 
the  males  and  females,  is  done^by  the  inmates  of  the  respective  d'^^art- 
ments;  the  washing  Ibr  all  is  done  by  the  girls;  and  by  a  recent 
arrangement^  fifteen  girls  are  hired  by  a  tailor  at  one  shilling  per  day.^ 
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Wfri  (Unu  by  the  Boy9» 


600  doz«D  shoe  brushea, 
scrubbing  do. 
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1900  pounds  bristles  araorted  and  combed, 
900      **         do.      picked, 
800      "         do.     washed  and  bleached, 
60O  dozen  dhoe  brushen  fitiished, 
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•crab  du« 
hair  do. 
clothes  do. 
horse  do. 
hat 


flesh 

nail 

table 
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frs  bedHBAds  made, 
75  pine  tables  niade^ 
S5  cherry  tables  made, 
/SO  waab-ettiida  mado. 

IBBO  doaen  pair  of  black  bead  ear-rioga  or  dropa, 
90  dozed  iafetjr-chaint. 

Stat  Mamt/aetoryj  or  Com  Chair  RaUon 

ebair  bottoms  or  seats  autde  a*  followe; 
67  dozen  plain  or  thin  maple  seats, 

"     plain  selld  fhmt  do. 
165     "  '  curled  maple  do. 
IS     **     sevring  cbak  do. 
3^   "     carted  maple  ralsod  bMk 


484  dfnen  curled  maple  box  ^eatu, 
I     "     seats  and  backs  carved  Tot  laigt 
arm  chairs, 
S2     **     small  setm  for  cWldieti, 
5     _ "     old  chain  re-bottonied, 
58    '  **     iftools  fhr  Bttmm-boats, 
1      **     counter  stools, 
14  oval  stools  for  piano  forte  seats, 
39  d0zeb  frames  Ibr  thin  seats,  made  f«r 

shipping,  * 
9      «     bird^»-«y6  solid  front  seats, 
68  settee  hottems» 
Making  916  dosi^n  seats  made  complete^  b^ 
sides  the  settees,  oM  chnirs,  &c. 
18,000  pounds  rattnn  knotted  and  scoilrsd, 
1800  pounds  of  cane  dreseied  fit  for  seats. 
The  frames  of  the  seats  are  cut  fVom  rough 

Klank  and  boards— mode  and  poliabed  eomplele 
y  the  children.    Also,  the  rsittan,  as  imported* 
cleansed,  split  and-  ire««ed  by  do.  ' 

Siwt  Shop* 

About  409  pairs  »ew  itbofwi,  far  both  housM. 
A  large  number  of  du.  mended.  , 

Boys  do  all  their  own  cooking.  ^ 

______  « 

ArHdn  ihade  bij  Girls  in  1831.        '' 
[Furnished  by  the  Matron.] 

Chemises, •  .  .  .  .    75  ' 

fhirts 430      ■  •  t 
antaloons, 5U  ^ 

Roundabout  Jaekiffi,   .....  307 

Petticoats, 39 

Frocks, 116 

Bed-tmks^  «  .  .  * 68  ■' 

Brown  rollers,  ..........    56  ^ 

Brown  aprons, M 

Sbeets  for  cells, 117  > 

Spreads  made  and  quilted,  .  .    16 
8tocklii|itan,  .....«»•.  SU  pair.  *' 
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The  health  of  the  instltutton  4»  almost  perfect.    There  was  not.  at 
the  time  the  managers  presented  their  re^iort,  in  January  last,  a  case  of 
sickness  which  excited  the  least  appvehensioB ;  and  th^e  has  been  no 
deai;h  during  the  year*    There  wa;s  but  one  death  last  year ;  and  in  that 
case,  the  boy  was  sick  with  consumption  when  receiml  into  the  Jlooae. 
There  was  but  one  death  during  the  first  four  years  of  this  institution's 
existence,  although  the  number  received  into  the  House  had  been  fire 
^hundred  and  fifty^tbree,  and  the  average  number  of  isaniates  for  three 
years  had  been  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight;   and  the  nmnber  at  the 
close  of  the  first  year  was  fifty-six.     We  believe,  also,  that  there  was  no 
death  iu  this  institution  during  the  fifth  year.     How  extraordinary! 
One  death  only  in  the  fifst  four  years,  and  that  frota  an  unnatural 
cause,  the  subject  having  induced  disease  by  an  attempt  to  oonmiit  soi- 
cide  ;  no  death,  ^s  we  t^fieve,  in  the  fifth  year ;  one  death  in  the  sixth 
year ;  and  no  ^eath  in  the  seventh  year.     Whole  number  of  children 
received,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine«-    Nnmber  at  the 
close  of  the  first  year,  fifty-six  ;  average  number  for  the  last  tM-ee  of  the 
first  four  years,  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;   average  number  for  the 
last  three  years,  one  hundred  and  seventy^six.     What  an  argument  in 
favor  of  temperance  in  eating  as  well  as  in  drinking  1  ,  What  astonish' 
ing  testimony  from  the  providence  of  God  in  favor  of  regular  hours  for 
solitude  and  sleep;   regular  hours  for  promoting  cleanliness;  regular 
hours    for  exercise    and    recreation;    regular    hours   for    obtaining 
knowledge,  human  and  divine ;    and  regular  hours  for  manual  labor  \ 
All  these  great  objects  are  attended  to  faithfully,  every  day  in  the  year, 
Sundays   excepted,   in  the  House  of  Refuge   in   New  York.      And 
the  Lord's  day  is  religiously  observed  as  a  day  of  rest,  of  religious 
instruction,  and  public  worship.     What  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
sanctification  of  the  Sabbath !     How  much  may  parents,  and  all  who 
have  the  care  of  youth,  learn  from  the  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile 
Delinquents  !     How  much  nuiy  the  whole  world  learn,  in  favor  of  tem- 
perance, morality,  religion,  industry,  cleanlinesft,  and  regular  hours  for 
etery  thing  useful  and  necessary,  from  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New 
York!     How  many  parents,  by  a  careful  consideration  of  the  facth 
above  stated,  may  be  led  to  inquire  whether  they  have  not  ignorautly 
destroyed  their  children,  in  their  bodies,  or  in  their  souls,  or  both,  by 
securing  for  them  no  regular  hours  for  solitude  and  sleep ;  no  regular 
hours  for  exercise  of  body  ;  no  regular  hours  for  promoting  cleanlines3 
daily;  no  regular  hours  for  study,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the 
mind;  no  regular  liours  for  labor;  no  regular  hours  for  religious  wor- 
ship ; — ^and  all  this  as  a  daily  system !     The  unspeakably  important 
lessons  of  instruction  to  the  world,  on  these  every  day  duties  of  parents 
and  others,  appear  to  us  more  important,  a  thousand  fold,  than  even 
the  immense   and   direct  benefits   of  these   institutions  to  their  in- 
mates. 


Btoeklngs  knit, 10  pair. 

Stockings  footed, 16   ** 

Cftrpetinff  nuAde, 943}  yards. 

Bilk  siiaoes  for  eve  Infirmary,  60 

Waistcoats  for  gurls, SO 

White  vandikes, 7 

Bed-gowns  for  bocphal,  ....  9 

Night-caps, M 


JhtieU*\ 

Bhirts, 

Pantaloons, 1369 

Chemises, .  57 

Stockings, 1999  pair. 

Blankets, 96 

Bed-ticks, 56 

~         washed, 58,609 


We  will  now  giVe  the  history  of  a  day  in  the  House  of  Refuge  tn 
New  York,  that  all  may  see  how  these  wonderful  results  are  secured. 
The  managers  say^  in  their  last  report,-** 

"  At  miix-rifie  of  every  day  in  the  year,  a  bell  ring*  to  ronse  ^  the  childien.  The 
ceUa  ait  then  nnniltaiieouujr  opened,  and  eaeh  of  the  ohiktien,  haying  made  np 
hw  own  hed^  and  af  x«nti>ed  hia  little  apartment,  ateps  forth  at  a  aignal  into  the  half. 
They  are  then  marchedin  order  to  the  wash-room,  where  the  utmost  attention  to 
personal  cleanliness  is  required  and  enforced.  From  the  ^iraah-ropm,  they  are 
called  to  parade  in  the  open  air  (the  weather  permitting),  when  they  are  ranged 
ia  ranks,  and  undergo  a  cloae  and  critical  inspection,  as  to  cleaiiliiieaa  and  dress. 
The  paiade  finishedi  they  are  summoned  to  morning  prayers.  These  various  op- 
erations consume  about  a  half  hour;  and  at  half-past  nve  o'clock,  in  the  summer, 
the  morning  school  comtnences.  In  school  they  remain  till  seven  o'clock,  when 
they  are  dismissed  Ibr  a  few  mimiteS)  and  until  the  bell  rings  for  breakfkst,  which 
CQBsistSy  acoording  to  the  dietary  regulations  of  the  managers,  of  bread,  molasses 
and  lye-cofiee,  occasionally  varied  Ey  the  substitution  of  Indian  meal  for  breadt 
and  milk  for  cofiec.  A  half  hour  is  allowed  for  breakfast,  at  the  expiration  of 
vhich,  the  signal  for  labor  is  gfiven,  and  the  children  are  conducted  to  their  re- 
spectiye  work-shops,  to  remain  there  until  noon.  By  an  allotment  of  tasks,  how- 
e?er,  these  hours  of  labor  are  shortened  to  thfi  industrious.  The  working-day  for 
this  purpose  is  considered  as  commencing  at  one  o'clock  in  the  aflemoon,  when  a 
certain  task,  proportional  to  his  years  andcapacity ,  is  assigned  to  each  child,  and  if 
this  task  is  performed  before  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  of  the  succeeding  day,  the 
child  w  rewarded  by  the  allowance  for  his  recreation  of  whatever  time  he  thus  • 
guns  before  twelve  and  afler  eleven  o'clock^  until  which  hour  all  are  kept  in  the 
work-shops.  The  benefit  of  this  arrangement  is  sensibly  perceived  upon  the 
spirits  and  industry  of  the  boys ,  and  there  arc  few  among  them,  who  do  not  thus 
gun,  what  all  but  the  wilfuUy  idle  are  able  to  gain,  some  extra  time  for  their  own 
amussments. 

**  At  twelve  o'elook,  a  bell  rings  to  call  all  from  work,  and  one  hour  is  allowed 


soup 

Beat ;  aad  on  Sunday,  a  dinner  of  beef  and'  a  yeffetable  of  superior  quality  to 
those  of  the  other  davs  is  allowed.  At  one  o'ciock,  a  signal  is  ffiven  for  recom- 
mencing work,  whicn  continues  till  five  in  the  aflemoon,  when  me  bell  rings  for 
the  termination  of  the  labor  of  the  day.  A  half  hour  is  allowed  for  wtfshin|f 
(which  is  bnce  more  enferoed)  and  supper,  consisting  of  mush  and  milk,  raolas- 
sis  and  ryie-«ol&e.  At  half  past  five,  the  cbildMn  are  conducted  to  their  evening 
•chool,  in  which  they  are  kept  till  8  o'clock.  £yening  prayers  are  now  attended 
to  by  Uie  superintendent ;  and  the  children,  ranged  in  order,  are  then  marched  to 
fhe  sleeping  halls,  where  each  takes  possession  of  his  separate  apartment,  and  ths 
oeDs  are  looked,  aad  silence  is  enforced  for  the  night. 

**  The  above  is  the  history  of  six  days  of  eyeiy  week  in  this  year,  except  that, 
daring  the  short  winter  days,  morning  school  is  suspended,  and  the  work-shops 
are  closed  at  four  o'clock  in  the  aflerhoon.  On  Sundays,  labor,  of  course,  ceases, 
snd,  instead  of  the  morning  school,  the  time  allotted  on  other  days  for  ihin  our- 
pose,  is  taken  np  in  the  classification  of  the  children  acoordin||^  to  tiiehr  condnet 
daring  the  pseoeding  week,  and  the  distribution  of  badges  of  merit.  Religious 
•eryice  is  performed  twice  during  the  day  in  the  chaphel,  in  the  prosence  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  managers,  by  the  clergymen  of  the  city  in  rotation.  In  the  inter- 
val between  the  church  services,  a  Sunday  school  is  held  for  the  children ;  and 
ifter  the  eveiuBc  serviee,  thej^  are  allowed  to  walk  about  the  grounds  under  the 
chpervalion  of  the  gffieera  ontil  eight  o'elook*" 


PRISON  DnOIFLIHE   SOCIETt. 


Tn€uuf€r8  JweovnU 

The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile   Delinquents  in  Accomd  CvrretU 

with  Cornelius  Dubois,  Treasurer. 
Dm.  Cr. 


JttiMuiry  1, 1831,  toJanuonf  1,  1839. 

To  liftlsBce  due  the  trnasurer,  .  .  •    1^2348  67 
To  casta,  cluUiing  for  the  children,  .  .    1493  50 

food  and  provuions  for  the 

children, 4807  56 

furniture,  beds,  bedding,  &c.     9G1  S9 

coal,  wood,  oil, -stoves,  &.€,   IJOO  76 

school  and  hoHpital  expenses, 
books,  stationery,  medi- 
cine, &o.  .  .  , 189  IS 

sahirics  of  saperintendent, 
assistsnt,  echoolinasur, 
matron,  fee, .  • 3346  4$ 

premium  of  insurance 
against  fire, 76  6S- 

interest  on  money  borrowed,      34  97 

printing  annual  report,  ac- 
count book^s,  stationeiy,  Ac.  110  73 

horse,  cows,  &c.  for  tlie  use 
of  the  institution,  ....     447  84 

chair  shop,ronple  plank  and 
boards,  rattan,  and  tools, 
to  ftirnish  employmaat 
for  the  boys, 2489  83 

building,  repairs,  additions, 

A« 9588  54 

paid  finance  committee,  per    

order  of  the  board,  ....    6737  73 

96620  61 

*Ji>lttar}r5,i83L  

To  balance  hroaght  down,  due  the 

treasurer,  .  .  .' 1<H6  10 
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Jannarff  I,  1831,  to  Jmnery  1, 163B. 

By  eoflb  reeeired  for  the  lakwof  the 
children  in  the  diflerent  work- 
sliofis, 13953  96 

By  cash  from  Marino  Hospital  fond 
(a  iwrt  of  the  surjilus  funds  ari^vg 
frtrni  a  tax  upon  foreign  pociff»ngeYS),    80N  00 

By  casta,  (ax  upoji  ta?er&  lioenses,  doe 
and  collected  in  1830  (paid  this 
year*), 4S6<  SO 

By  cash,  tax  .npon  two  theatres,  and 

'  one  drcos,'due  and  collected  in  1830 
(paid  itais  year), «    IfJi  M 

By  cash,  tax  upon  fuur  theatres,  for 
1831, «»»« 

By  cash  from  corporation  of  city  ^f 
New  York,  from  excise  fund,  .  .  . 

By  casta  tax  sales  of  chatar  boKam  seats 
manufactured  by  the  bo>s— -and 
stock  of  raw  materials,  tools,  dec. 

By  cash,  donations,  subseriftioMiiltt. 

By  balance  due  the  treasurer,  .... 


4000  00 


98189 

1046  10 


*  The  lAW  lnipoaiDg  the  above  tax  has  bcaa 
repealed. 


NEW  JERSEY. 


State  Prison  at  Lemberion^-'-^A  report  of*  a  committee  of  tlie  Jegi?- 
litture,  a  report  of  the  Wttr^n  of  the  Prison,  und  a  TuenMurm)  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  Prison  to  the  legislatOTe^  show  this  In^lttitkm  to  t>e 
in  a  most  melancholy  condition. 

The  loss  to  the  state,  during  the  last  year,  including  the  exp«Bso  (4 
the  transportation  of  the  prisoners,  amounted'  to  $5,)^54  97. 

The  increase  in  the  ti umber  of  convicts  is  alarmingly  great ;  which  tlH» 
warden,  in  his  report,  attributes  not  to  an  altered  state  of  morals  in  New 
Jersey,  but  to  the  terror  inspired  by  the  new  Prisons  in  New  York« 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  '•  He  finds,'*  he  says,  "that  oiiie  third 
of  the  cosriots  committed  within  a  year,  are  depredators  from  other 
states ;  and  the  punishment  in  the  New  Jersey  Prisoif  is  considered  \>J 
them  a  mere  trifle,  compared  with  the  solitary  immersion  within  the 
cells  of  the  Philadelphia  Penitentiary,  or  the  strict  and  rigid  di^iplioe 
of  Auburn,  Sing-Sing,  and  Wethersfield." 

The  committee  of  the  legislature  say,  in  their  report,  that,  from  the 
maWonstruction  of  the  Prison  building,  the  stafe  may  look  in  vain  for 
any  paramount  improvement.  It  contributes  more  to  the  increase  than 
the  diminution  of  crime  ;  to  the  obduracy  than  the  reformation  of  the 
offender.  Besides,  it  must  fof  ever  prove  a  waste-gate  ^r  the  reveaaes 
of  the  Atate. 


In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  and  warden,  the  only  possible  reme- 
dy is  the  building  of  a  new  Prison. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  this  measure  the  warden  presses  like  a  man 
in  the  following  words : — *'  The  alarming  increase  of  convicts,  since  I 
hare  had  charge  of  this  institution,  prostrates  at  once  all  hope,  and  de- 
stroys all  possibility  of  continuing  much  longer  any  system  of  Prison 
discipline,  with  the  means  afforded  by  this  building.  On  the  1st  of 
October  last,  the  number  confined  here  was  one.  hundred  and  twenty- 
three.  During  the  four  months,  which  had  elapsed  on  the  1st  inst. 
thirty-one  additional  convicts  were  received^  and  only  ten  subtracted 
from  us,  exhibiting  an  actual  increase  of  twenty-one  in  four  months, 
or  in  a  ratio  of  sixty-three  per  year.  This  progress  would  give  us  two 
hundred  and  seven  by  the  Ist  of  February,  1633 ;  a  number  which  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  confine  by  night,  employ  by  day,  or  regu- 
late by  discipline ;  and  presenting  a  state  of  things  which  would  defy 
ingenuity  to  control  or  firmness  to  encounter.'' 

To  close  this  melancholy  scene,  the  committee  of  the  legislature  say, 
*'They  hope  they  will  not  be  departing  from  the  duty  assigned  to  them, 
m  calling  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  nine  insane  persons  now 
confined  ia  the  State  Prison.  Some  of  these,  we  are  informed,  were 
sentenced  while  in  a  state  of  insanity ;  the  residue  have  become  insane 
since  their  confinement ;  and  they  do  most  sincerely  submit  whether 
these  unhappy  beings  are  not  more  the  objects  of  pity  than  of  punish- 
ment, and  whether  the  dictates  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  law  and  justice, 
do  not  demand  that  some  other  disposition  should  be  made  of  them." 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia, — A  new  board  of  inspectors  has 
been  organised,  of  which  Charles  S.  Coxe  is  president,  Thomas  Brad- 
ford, Jun.  secretary,  and  John  Bacon,  treasurer,  Benjamin  W.  Richards 
and  William  H.  Hood  being  the  other  members  of  the  board.  The 
offices  of  warden  and  physician  are  held  by  Samuel  R.  Wood  and 
Franklin  Bache.  The  office  of  religious  teacher  has  not  yet  been  filled 
permanently,  and  the  duties  of  the  office,  of  course,  are  not  yet  dis* 
charged  io  the  satisfaction  of  the  board.  As  this  is  an  institution  of 
pecuUac  character,  we  shall  publish,  in  the  body  of  this  Report,  the 
principal  part  of  the  information  concerning  it,  which  the  constituted 
authorities  have  given  the  public,  during  the  last  year.  This  consists 
of  the  third  annual  report  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  and  the  reports 
of  the  warden,  physician  and  building  committee. 

Third  Afmud  Rtfort  qfiki  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  State  Penittty- 

tiary, 

'•  Tlie  Report  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Eostem  State  Peniientiazr  for 
the  year  1331.  being  the -Third  Annual  Report  made  in  conformity  with  the  act 
•f  April,  i^. 

'*'  To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  if  the  Commonti>eetUh  of 

Pennsylvania. 

**  The  term  for  whroh  tlie  memberti  of  the  late  board  were  commiseioned  haTiag 
expired,  the  following  pereoxu  have  been  appointed  inspectors,  by  tlie  honoiaU* 


MB 

Sunuel  R.  Wood,  lad  t].»l  of  phJSteiitfciJ'Dri'l  '    ' 


oiolnnMV^ttelve  'VfialtA 


injunous  to  the  pliyBical,  powers  of  tbe  prison 


AinJMliMlliHV'^JM^Bl 


•aim  iP^Muit' 


...B«'BWJI"Bt*rilVll 

to'{llM»M%'«)U<lt'fM[WrUllt 

le  fditliful,  UDrenl?tdtl%.'1JiA'M%«flM"HKt#Ait 

«vhii^rfMarnH<«'mi«»v;4iMvwiFr<uia:'w 


thut    '  The  Philadelphia  SociHu 


iflh^t^'SiiSS'^^^^^^^^to  be  JDMruotod  i. 
mMi«<4»ttr)r>uf iiMiDplkini-lM  oH  !•  llHug'»HfcfT*i- 

.-j d,  exception,  to  thi.  rule.   .  '''"' "'^  ^{jJjAll^lJajr 

MtLMdiilnMitb-itiASctitlll  i*->libo^  )D^SmB^^*ft  ^Mlgtok  4W^ 

eM  evidence  of  ita  eiceUeace,  and  of  the  pncticil  wudom  uitlMMUf^ 
JIUitQpdtMillut  -tin'      Ti-.(  tM  "lo  smuoi  *KJ    or  Irtncji.-v  -«»d  irfJub  IBft^ 
Miill TTii-Mi  Vo  riiiili  lo   -HUH   btu  ,n0Je»CtIlAIUl.Btf«(10OS«fM4lMe^ 
"Altest— T.  BuDroiiD,  Jon.-,  SterOary.  mit^J 

«MM»dda|pVfMitwit«iltik  opTT^ioni  of  tbe  IvUAwtiuTferjlK  put  jA,  il 


^TlmgenvnX  hmMi  of  the  priaoaen  ha*  beea  c^ftd^  aad  ^  tm  are  nbt  mwdi 
mtftaken  and  deceived  b^  appeiumoctft)  the  mM>nl  efibct  pBodaced  oM  aiAOjr  wi* 
have  undergone  oar.  diacipline,  has  been  and  is  of  the  most  beneflcW  ohtrseter.' 

**  The  concoct  of  the  prisoners  has  been  s«oh  as  ranlj  to  leipiire  eorreetloik  ^ 
pomahmenl :  for  the  last  three  months,  we  have  had  bvt  two  instanoes  fbr  wfaieh 
even  a  aieal>  has  beei^  stopped  (or  bad  behaTior. 

**  One  of  those  reeeiTed  the  past  year  is  an  idiot ;  well  known  to  be  such  in  the 
eounty  from  which  he  came :  and  i  belioTe  that  I  am  warranted  in  saying  (flNMb 
testimonj  that!  have  received),  he  would  not  have  been  ooaviDled,  if  he  nad  net 
Wen  a  troublesome  fellow  in  tne  neighborhood^  which  oireitmstaaee  vendered  hie 
removal  from  it  desirable.  We  received  a  convict  of  a  similar  ehasacter  in  18M. 
Both  of  these  mboners  were,  on  the  daj  of  their  arrival,  much  nioie  fit  subjects 
for  the  Aims-House,  than  the  Penitentiary, 

"  Tbe  proportion  of  deatlis  is  large  for  the  number  of  prisoners,  but  can  in  9b 
Kfpeet  be  attributed  to  the  system  oi  confinement  No.  13  was  a  remaifcably 
healthy,  robust  young  man,  and  had  enjoyed  excellent  health  up  t*  the  day  whmi 
he  was  attacked  by  epilepsy,  wlilch  carried  him  oiT  in  a  lew  hours.  Two  (Aben 
came  in  diseased,  one  of  them  to  such  a  degree  that  be  was  carried  from  the  itage 
to  tbe  cell,  and  rarely,  if  ever^  sat  uo  in  bed  aftertranj^,  I  have  no  doobl  but  tb 
leverity  of  a  ride  of^sUty  miles,  in  nis  weak  etsle,  vi?cy  muoh  heetened  his  disee 
hitbn.  The  other  was  in  a  delicate  state  of  health  wbien  he  came  in^  and  grad»- 
iHy  sunk  into  a  decline. 

'^  Of  the  whole  number  discharged  from  the  conunenoement  of  the  irfahlish' 
nent,  ws  have  received  an  unfavorable  aoeowat  of  but  one.  Tki$  was  an  old  con- 
vict, who  has  been  passing  firom  one  Prison  to  another  for  the  last  fiOeen  yean^ 
aad,  through  deception  and  the  lenity  of  the  judge,  was  sentenced  lo  hot  ear  yeat. 
Ifben  be  was  discharged,  I  had  little  expectation  of  his  doing  weU:  hft  has,  noi«^ 
ever,  shown  a  decided  dispoution  to  avoid  thia  Prison  heraafier. 

**  Of  the  eigh^-seven  prisoners  now  in  cuatody,  43  are  employed  in  the  wea9» 
ia^  and  dyeing  department ;  eighteen  in  the  sbinemskiM ;  two  in  the  caiving; 
fear  in  tKe  blacksmith  ^  three  in  the  carpenter ',  of^  in  the  oairiageHnaking  \  two 
la  ths  locksmith  \  one  m  the  tailoring ;  two  intfieprool-Dickiog^  one  in  thocoofe^ 
in^;  and  one  in  the  washing  department:  three  axe  indisnoiNi ;  Inn  «ni.  idioM; 
ose  mail,  aged  seVenty-.three,  ia  too  infirm  to  wqnrk  j  and  three  jipt  fentived  hoM 
Ml  been  employed. ' 

**  It  is  fatiubetory  to  find,  on  a  settlement  of  our  pn^ounts,  that,  uiideff  fell  thg 
findvantages  of  a  new  establishment,  the  convicts  have,  with  a  few  exeeptioni^ 
naiatainedthemselves ;  proving  that  prisoners  can^ in  many  branchea  of  bnainew^ 
vork  to  quite  as  great  advantage  in  sepan^  confinement  f»  together.  The  ea» 
eeptioos  ai^  one  oM  man,  the  mseased,  and  a  few  who  same  ia  withoni  tradel| 
uw  had  bat  one  vear  or  tliirteen  montlia  to  serve,  this  period  beiog  too  short  to 
hara  a  trade,  ana  aflibtd  time  to  remunerate  us  fiw  teaching  them. 

*  In  conclusion,  1  may  cowatulate  the  board  on  the  prosperous  stale  of  the  Pen^ 
lemiaiy  in  every  respect,  and  I  hmnbly  hope,  by  divine  aid,  that  it  will  ]»Ofye  a  Men^ 
iiif  to  most,  if  not  to  all,  of  the  unhappy  persons  whoaie  brooght  witiunits  vtUs. 


<*  To  the  in4|NMm  oC  the  £«tam  BenilMaiMy^  thn  physieiBn  vaepeotl^ 
nata  bis  annual  report  lor  1831. 

<< Thihaaitli  of  tl«iprieeneBsffor  this  year  has  been  gsneinlly  good;  thonrii  n 
kw  9mm  of  eeweie  indispositien  hove  oeo^ned.  TbeoonineinentopenteedUlhs 
iiUy  an  diAwn^priaqnefs, ineieMing Iha heaHh  ereonie,and  leasaningthat  of 
•thns;  but  the  vreiHe  health  of  the  whole  «,  peihnpa,  as  good  m  whan  tksy 


"  Fov  deaths  have  ooeurred  in  the  ooone  of  the  year.    The  feUowing  tibto 
the  e»|»fr  hfHh  <n  edwleriwi,  and  eanae  of  death  ofeoeh  <7theso 


n.  Good.  Dnpsyeftheoheit 

a.  I>onbtiU.  J&easeof 


^  {^S?jld«^  li^uytohir-dfl^gh. 


« 


50  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY. 

''The  average  number  of  pnaonera  in  the  Penitentiary  for  the  year  ha» 
been  67.4.  Four  deaths  Iiavin?  occurred,  giyet  the  mortality  tor  tba  year  al 
•  little  less  than  six  per  ceo  I.  Ihc  average  number  confined  in  ICsM,  was  tiiirtj* 
one  ;  and  there  harlu^  occurred  but  one  death,  the  moriaiity  for  .that  year  is  a 
litUe  more  than  three  per  cent.  The  average  number  confined  since  the  opening 
ol£  the  Penitentiary  has  been  44.4.  The  toUl  number  of  deaths  ba.ving  been  five, 
^ves  the  average  amount  of  mortality,  from  the  commencemeikl,  «t  a  little  less 
than  five  per  cent. 

''  The  mortality  of  the  present  year,  it  is  perceived,  it  considerably  greater  than 
for  the  hst.  The  board,  however,  will  observe,  that  in  ISSI,  aceidaotal  circum- 
stances have  increased  the  number  of  fatal  cases.  The  phyatoiaa  deemed  the 
health  of  No.  '.^  to  be  good  when  he  arrived ;  but  dissection  revealed  the  exist- 
ence of  extensive  disease  of  tlie  chest  of  long  standing,  which  no  doubt  kid  tiie 
foundation  of  the  aflection  of  which  he  died.  No.  43  was  in  bod  health  wlieo  ad- 
mitted. No.  77  arrived  from  a  ncigliboring  county  in  a  st^te  of  com^te  ^\f- 
lessness,  from  a  fracture  of  the  neck,  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  other  serious  injuiies- 
His  condition  was  such  that  he  kept  his  bed'  fifom  the  moment  of  his  reo»ptioo  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  lie  was  evidently  not  in  a  proper  condition  to  be  waut^ 
from  the  County  Prison,  much  less  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  a  longjomaey. 

'*  It  is  difficult  to  form  an  estimate  of  what  wiU  ptOMtbly  be  the  average  mat- 
tality  among  the  prisoners  in  the  Penitentiary  for  a  series  of  y«aJES|  from  te- 
salts  deduced  from  so  small  a  nuuber  of  prisoners  as  have  yet  been  receired 
This  difficulty  arises  from  the  circumstance,  th^t,  while  the  number  of  the  pds- 
Qners  is  so  small,  a  single  deatii  bears  so  large-  a  proportion  to  the  whole  nomber 
confined  as  to  swell  the  per  centage  of  mortality  very  considerably. 

*'  No  particular  disease  can  be  said  to  prevail  in  the  Penitentiary,  as  the  rnslt 
of  the  mode  of  confinement  or  discipline  )  and  no  mental  affisction  lias  been  m- 
perinduced.  The  aff'ections  which  have  occurred  most  frequently  have  teen 
coughs,  rheumatic  pains,  and  diarrhoa." 

**  The  bnflding  committee,  while  ofiering  their  report  in  relation  to  the  erection 
'  of  Miditional  ceU  buildings,  have  to  express  their  regret  that  more  progress  bu 
not  been  made  towards  their  completion. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  work  was  commenced  late  in  the  season,  yet  tliey  di<i 
llope  that  the  year  would  not  have  closed  upon  them  without  witnessing  the  cfi- 
tire  erectioA  mider  roof  of  one  of  the  blocks  of  the  buildings. 

**  The  numerotis  houses  that  have  been  placed  under  contract  the  past  year  >a 

^^  city  and  its  vicinity,  caused  an  excessive  demand  for  materials  or  ill  kinds. 

This  circumstance,  combined  with  the  construction  of  the  Breakwatel^,  created  w 

'  great  request  for  our  important  and  principal  material,  stone,  that^real  diffioultiei 

i^ere  presented  in  procfuring  a  full  and  constant  supply  of  that  article,  and  coose 

qoently  impeded  very  much  the  expected  rapidity  of  the  work. 

**  Toward  the  close  of  the  building  season,  this  impediment  seemed  to  hive ^a 
removed  by  a  contract  with  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  onarry,  who  did  wA 
doubt  his  ability  to  supply  us.  A  few  loads  were  received  tnm  hin,  wbea  the 
tliexpsM^d  Slid  Mid^a  appvowh  of  wvereiy  eoM  weftthet  pat  «n  •nthe  stvp  to 
the  further  rsception  of  stone,  as  also  to  ths  masons'  work,  and  tiiey  weie  obfi^  ' 
<^to  rasort  to  measures  to  secure  the  work  already  done  from  the  eflbcfs  of  fit»t, 
«t  least  one  month  earlier  than  they  had  anticipated. 

*'  Ahhoagh  the  srogress  of  the  work-  has  been  eotisteirtly  under  the  supeiviifcw 

^sf  the  msmbers  of  the  bosvd^  it  may  Mthe'deemed  impfoper  Ihr  the  eommittK 

to  give  some  general  account  of  the  work  done,  the  matexials  purehased,  an4  its 

'pnaent  sttuatioB. 

*  On  or  ibout  the  1st  of  June,  the  pr^wmAonry  atrangeta^die  vH»e  *is*?  ^  ^ 
architect  and  superintendent,  by  fixing  the  levels  and  hiying  oat  the  foendsMi. 
ftr  three  blocks  of  buildings,  radiating  from  the  centre,  in  conforoMty  with-lke 
original  plsn  vand  shout  the  l&thof  me  same  month,  a  number  of  laboiers.  tritb 
horses  and  eerts,  'wen  eniploved  to  dig  and  remote  the  superincumbent  tartk 
In  the  performance  of  this  laW,  not  less  than  ten  thousand  yuds  of  earth  *weit 
^liWli  stray. 

<«  The  masonry  was  beguM  on  the  ^ivrNiih  -daf  •f^wtjfjwd  eontiniied  as  nctf- 
oosly  ss  circumstances  w«>u]d  admit,  until  the  sevedty  of  the  season  forbade  fur- 
ther progress,  whsn  the  number  of  perches  laid  amounted  to  tjfcar  four  thoosaa^ 
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"  In  thft  north  block,  fortj-foar  laree  und  fifty  smaller  cut-iron  door  frames  and 
tues av»  fix^dand  flotaplatid^  with Uw east-iraii  shieMf  in  front  oC  the  openinfi 
ior  admJMMim  of  warm  air  into  the  ceUi.  FiiW  other  dp^r  castings,  and  one  hv^ 
dred  nky-h^bit  i^ames  are  fitted  and  prepared  for  placing  in  their  reapecUve  situa- 
tions as  soon  as  they  may  be  required.  One  hundred  and  fiily  brackets  of  cas^- 
iroD,  for  the  support  of  the  ^llery  to  be  phMed  in  front  of  the  second  tier  of  oe)lv 
in  the  rtorth  bktck,  are  also  pmpared,  aadieady.fat  use  aa  soon  as  wanted.  Thci 
whole  number -of  pieces  of  in»n  eastings  eoiMists/.of  three  hundred  and  thirty-four 
door  frames,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  sky-lights,  two  hundred  and  fifly-five  slides 
to  cover  vnufAi  air  openings  into  the  cells,  one  hundred  and  eighty  brackets  for 
topport  «f  gallery  in  second  story,  fifteen  piecea  eight^inch  pipe,  eighteen  pieo«i 
Iron  stepi  ior  Mair^way. 

**  The  walls  of  the  west  and  north-west  blocks  are  above  jgrround,  and  those  of 
the  north'  ready  for  arohing*  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  for  which  purpose 
one  hundred  and  ilfty  thousand  bricks  have  been  purchased,  and  are  now  on  the 
rite.  THere  is  else  a  eonsidenibis  <|uaAtity  of  lumber,  a  portion  of  which  is  in* 
tended  ftr  Wooden  doors,  and  floors  of  the  p^Mb*  The  lime  h^f  been  regularlj 
delivered,  mm  required,  by  Daniel  Davis,  who  fumi^hod  through  the  seaaox^  thret 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine  bi^els. 

'*  The  committee  hope  to  be  prepared  to  commence  again  as  soon  as  the  ap* 
proacbing  aeason  for  building  will  warrant,  and,  they  trust,  with  more  conB- 
oettoe  fak  cbtitiiiing^  the  maliywsHi  than  they  heretoJEbio  hiid. 

JOHN  BACON,  \  n^^Uina  C^^nn^Htm  " 

WILLIAM  H.  HOOD,  5  ^''^^^ST  C&mMme. 
"  To  Ae  Board  of  Inspectors,*'  &o. 

It  appears  from  these  documents,  thdt  the  officers  of  this  fnstitatioB 
are  much  encouraged  with  the  success  of  their  experiment  thus  fkr. 
Though  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  large  for  the  number  of  pris- 
oners, amounting  to  about  6  per  cent,  they  think  it  is  not  to  be  attrib- 
uted at  all  to  the  system,  but  to  other  causes,  -wkibh  they  assign.  The 
good  conduct  and  industry  of  the  prisoners  are  spoken  of  in  terms  of 
high  commendation';  only  two  cases  having  oeonrred'  in  which  a  meal 
hfts  been  stopped  fbr  bad  behavior.  The  current  expenses  for  the 
SQpport  of  the  prisoners  (not  including,  as  we  understand,  the  salary' 
of  the  officers)  have  been  deffuyedi  in  nost  cases,  by  the  labor  of  the. 
convicts ;  a  few  cases  only  having  occurred,  such  as  of  an  old  and  in- 
iirm  man^Aad  aa  idiot,  in  which  it  was' not  done.  The  moral  effect  of 
the  system  is  spoken  of  by  the  warden  as  of  the  most  beneficial  char- 
acter; of  the  whole  number  discharged,  which  is  twenty-one,  an  un- 
fiTorable  report  having  been  heard  of  only  one.  The  inspectors,  how- 
ever, have  not  been  ablei  to  apply  the  amount  of  moral  and  religious  in- 
stroetioii  which  the  law  e9ntemplates,  and  which  they  say  will  require 
the  iaithflil,  unremitting,  and  undivided  attention  of  a  chaplain.  Such 
an  officer  bad  not  been  found  and  appointed,  at  the  time  of  their  last 
report  in  January,  although  the  inspectors  evidently  intend  to  appoint 
raoh  an  officer,  aa  dndispeosabiy  necessary  to  the  greatest  success  of 
the  Pennsylvania  system  of  Prison  discipline,  which  ooasists,  as  now 
in  operation  at  the  new  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  language 
^  tke  inspectors,. of  solitary  confinement  ^i.  e.  day  and  night)  at  labor, 
with  instractaen  in  labor,  in  morals,  and  m  religion.  And  they  say, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  boards  the  frioads  of  the  institution  have  great 
reason  to  rejoice  in  its  success,  as  the  best  evidence  of  its  excellence, 
and  of  the  practical  wisdom  and  humanity  of  its  founders. 

The  progress  made  in  the  erection  of  an  additional  number  of  cells, 
imdet  the  law  of  the  former  year,  has  not  been  as  great  as  the  building 


<iiHitoltt)Mr'fiitdikd(ftd  it  Bhcitild  hwtbttnr  but  iher  fiMndittMr  kw  h&M 
£44  of  three  additional  blocks  of  cellSf  and  some  progress  made  h  Hd 
^vedHHi  of  tkenu  Encomwement  is  giTen  bj  the  buildiag  ^onmittee^ 
that  tiw  work  will  be  oarried  ibrwari  witb  mora  daspatali^  jdoiina  tht 
present  season.  The  l^slatare  passed  a  law,  on  tte  Mdi  of  Inrd^ 
\^lf  as  may  be  seen  br  our  last  Report,  providing  for  the  erectkw  of 
at  least  four  hundred  additional  cells,  withm  the  walla  of  tbia  Rpsqb^ 
aaid  appvOfiriated  f  li)0,Ma  far  the  patpoaa.  The  ofajeet  of  ohia  law  was 
Iff  provide,  as  soon  as  possible,  H  remedy  for  the  evils  of  th^  old  Priioa 
on  WalAut  street ;  and  it  appears  by, the  language  of  the  law,  in  the 
8lh-  oectioii^  that  it  was  supposed)  that  aM  the  convicts  aoigbi  he  naasoved 
^  the  new  Fentoatiary  'from  the  cdd  PrisoB,  on  or  befei»  the  fiasi  Msa^ 
iif  in  April;  ^9^;  and  it  was  acdordmj^  enacted,  that  at  tKit  time 
U^sbouild  be  done^jwrpvided  the  new  PfnUentiaxy  sliould  (beh  ba  pra^ 
pasod  for  the  reception  of  said  prisoners* 

YTobitil  Street  and  Arch  Strea  Pftions,  Piiriatf^a.— Whik  these 
Wiklii^S' stand,  aiui  the  usual  number  of  inmates  are  foun^  i^  tStkeuL 
Mm  tianea  past;  we  have  no  hope  or  expectation,  that  their  genecal 
^aracter  wm  entitle  diem  to  any  other  notide,  than  aach  a«  th^  btn 
JMid  rqieatedly  from  grand  juries  apd  Prison  societies,  as  jpeat  nm- 
sauces.  It  affords  us,  however,  great  pleasure,  that  the  seveiaLacts  of 
thelegsdaluredf  1891,  pnoVidiDg  a  remedy  for  the  evils  existing  ia 
Ihi^m,  and  appropriaitlng'  ntefu^y  sufficient  to  ereM  solitafy  dkMrmilorMs 
piivugh^  in  (fyd  new  Pebbentiiry^.  a^d  i^  a.  new. County  Prlaoh,  to 
MDove  these  nuiaaaoes,  are  to  be  carried  'mu>  .^ct;  although  the 
progress  of  tke  respective  buildings  ia  slow..  The  aemedy  provided  bj 
the  legislature  is  good  and  sufficient;  the  applieatioii,  waaineerely  hope, 
win  ^ot  be  unnecessarily  delayed. 


<<  I  hare  tke  honor  to  tnnsmit  to  joa  the  anntul  report  of  tlie  botnl  of 


m^iiiMn  of  the  Houie  of  RefiifS  to  the  legisUtuie,  and  request  you  to  Uy  tte 

Munehefi;^  the  hooae  of  represenfa^tivei. 

'  Very  vefpectfhlly  yottw, 

JAMES  Ji  BARCUAT)  te^ry  0.  Jl"* 
«  Hos.  Jobs  Lapoetb,  dprnktr  ^lAt  Mmm  rf  Atftntnimtimi" 

^Tf^  tUb  Senato  and  Houie  of  BepreeentatiTes  of  the  Conunoawesltk  oC  Peaa- 

'•''  •  !"•■)..  .jjyWania,    .'.'•:/',-.    :...■.   v 

^•p  *iJn  eosEipUanoe  with  the  prorimona  of  their  oharter,  the  maaafera  of  the  Howe 
of  Rei\ig0' leapectAiUy  report,  .     .  .    .    < 

**  That  their  experience,  duripff  (he  paat  year,  anthoriiea  thepi  to  reiteiate  th^ 
^HEeauona  of tfaliir  opinion  in  relatiofl  to  the  beneficial  efl;ef^  of  the  lawlOitiM 
"tthder  their  eharge.    They  are aatidled  tfae^]^re1udKcea  fbhaSriy  eaiilfaif  lathe 


%iiMliof  thepaMntaaMchnoeottoiia  of  the  imfaateaagaMMt  ike  ajistffc  ail8f»d 
by  the  legialatare.  have  been  gradually  yielding  to  the  aviieaiieea  of-lia|apTOWSftf 
and  reform  afiMM  l^r  the  cqnfluot^thoie.whp,h*ve  been  indentured  or  die- 
f|hvae4  ftom  ftho -House  of  Refuge.  The  numerotu  applicationft/ and  the  facilitj 
iii'.ootaimng  reapectable  and  auitable  place*  for  thepe  children,  show  concluiif^t 
ikaL  aa^  from  coaaldeHn^  their  eommltment  an  objection;  they  are  gn^nSff 
0ft»Tnfd  to  ol^M  who  hkrt  been  permhied  to  now  up  without  aalatoxy  reetnfaK 
aiod  oontral.    Ths  haiaaa^  dbjeot  of  lha'legialattire,  ui'proTidiD( aa  aayinn for 


llltw  ur  ttth]d»tAttona  wtueh  ^uitotuia  themV  nu  beeii  t3i<«refdre  am^ogt  snsi^A^ 

WiWfpAi JpaQP^oi^fl,  a.Qa  moral  babitS(>CQnaderaDie , skill  m  *ome  mechaiucw 
tS^^MilfliMTi^  bi^'ObtalAetf;    '.'^      •^■'^  2-.  '       ^-  .M-'  v..:'*  ;--:  is 


HP  4tf1f  *fi5*  i»  f?^Wf¥V'  At*>y5f  they,  5119305  b?  btqugfrtjipjbrfj  WS  cmmj^ 


TOOJts.  and  rendesed  desperate  and  1iQ()e1e88  by  coaviclion. '  Were  miete  ep6. 

would  be  justified.  Bnt  in  the  on&dM<^«iidiijefai(fralPbii^iMq4loifedMbite4{idi< 
or  reform  the  subject ;  in  the  other,  these  are  ^reat  and  leading  objecta  in  view', 
^^^m^Vnmm^ *n<i  xde^e.  whK* ^nteJU«nipe.apil  inronuite  can  <u||e•^ 
are  einpToy^d  for  their  accomplishment.  Moral  eonsideration9,  vacfa  as  tBeie. 
td^fiieiy  WWvi#h  kit  d»(^lai9ons  of^t^s^ ;  ^Aiid  fiie  legWMui^^  wMM  ttJ^^lM 
lia[incii^  ^(Mitidtt  iir^itedcitttlfig  ttoM>  diflbs^di^tfam^BiMWfr  tW.  coonnwiweilthk 


n;  «:^HMn:clie  iMb&nmdi  fau^ofiio  winejie<^.  hIdb  legipladte  Mb  mp^timH^  nqtwitii- 
Ilifi4i|)8-,|j|p>^pfl4t,ad(jyi&i^nal  jDopi.  ooCf|sMne4  ^^,tbe,iieceii?i^.  of  rgr^v^ntiijjf 
fffc^ot^mpmwe  th^  ^A^)  ^d  instructing  thi^m  ^n  Vadous  mecliamcal  occupk- 
filoote.  tbe  iiuititUtion  receivei  iVom  th^  pMoKc;  ifor  each  6hi!ti,'hiclu«iid£r  evei^ 
'^peAB'f  iMt^'^abriit  Mife  dollar  aiid'twe»ty-iRVe'denta')i(i#'#(9ik/^«Ulldiet«0i)^ 
yimf rti»i*  mmarfw  tewe  so  ineans^ajf  adsiiig.^itbeftit  Ifgiatiyli^  ftpYaaioav-  W^ 
•i^Hflit^  jM^^lpfR  r^i4|?4  for.  th^.  fteconynodaUgn-  of , the  iomaiep,  M^^  exhaoflC> 
ed^the  funds  given  for  that  pufj^se,  and  le(t  a  oonsiderable  debt  unpaid. — UnJeM 
the   appropriation  hitherto  made,  be  continued,  they  will  be^  redilbed"^"tM 

inevitable  moral  destruction,  and  which  the  board,  confiding  in  the  jodgmenl'ildf^ 
VadSH^Hf^^t^  -i&gM^hin^  dknnot  anticipate. 

7<.-(#^MJ^PA^weA«ai  SJi« '^ p®"*. weea»,» . f«»<^..»t •••».•»•*••••••  •-••^i***   iu,*wo 

Bmlding  debt  due,  and  unpaid, about. . , ,,  ,^^, ....  .•^.». ........... .   ^OOv 

<<  The  receipts  and  ezpen^toic«,4T09i^,tha  ^of /anua^  to  tlie  Slst^biecember, 
188lt(»(lf«iv#«fqnrMi9|lows,yi«.. '.  /J.    ^    ^ 

fViim  life  and  annuai  subecnptions,  donations^  and  the  labor  of  the 

Tbe  ooan^  treasurer,  legislative  apptoprnLtiion  for  1831, 10,000  00 

y.r-  }i  'jfi»  .M    ^.y    ./i.f  '»(.'), -'St.  ■■;  71.  '•  i'    ,n    .".  .'7       i'   r-.  V  •-■^  :j  ■'.  ^»i  1^' 00 

Forp99vi#ioq%  clot%li||f^niel,  sfdanea  of  offif^ra,  4<V;  pBpaira  and  alter- .         . 
^  aUpnst  4f  V«U4iogffi  J«»tejr^  on  joonlpja^bprrowed,^ .  ^ ..  r ... . . , .  •  ,.,•.. .  $\^jw  vf^ 

>»  «inie  MUnbeptf  teoMMlesriii  tfaeimatution^  on  Ihe  let  «CJhiMnfj,  1831^  ihw  87 

jjgyy,   15  ^r|»-i*fl»  gWaf.  :     7-,,   •  ^  ..i,  .,,{ 

J^mtbe  oMutaaiid  magisti^,, ^.t^»..»^MM -,«»•»• /••m-v--'^  .   *^      .W> 

i^npf^  jiyg ^7">g.g»gftpgq»i f  ■  - -.^ %■  vrr/ >>.' y * » ■■- ^ v v v V V A-  ,/  5  •  .i-i 
1  •  r  •  ...J.  /i    ;      vro  P«P>  wd^ntured^,. „.;.,,,,..,,,,„, .,.11     j    0    ^  .11 

94       1» 


M  PRf80K  BUGIPLINB  fleCIWT. 

IHtckarged  during  the  Mome  period. 


Boyt. 

By  Indentttre, ^ ^ 39  lO 

Ai  of  age,. .*•... * • ....«  6  8 

Not  proper  subjects, 7  4 

Returned  to  their  friends, ...14  3 

Sent  to  the  Alms-House, ', 3  O 

Sent  to  sea, 2  O 

Died, 2  0 


73 

RemAining  in  the  Hooae  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832, 113  44 

Of  the  whole  number  received  during  the  year,  there  were. 

From  Northampton  county,. 2  O           i 

Philadelphia  city  and  county, 95  24        119 

doaqtiehanna  county, ^ 2  0           S 


99         24        123 


**  Of  the  number  of  bojs  placed  out  u  apprentices, 
15  have  been  indentured  to  farmers. 


1 

u 

a 

tanner  and  currierr 

1 

tt 

tt 

paper-maker, 
bricklayer. 

1 

«< 

u 

1 

<l 

tt 

coppersmith. 

3 

u 

tt 

storekeepers. 

2 

u 

it 

millers. 

5 

u 

tt 

shoemakers. 

1 

u 

it 

hcrase  carpenter. 

1 

u 

It 

hatter. 

2 

u 

tt 

auger  and  sickle-maker. 

1 

it 

tt 

chair-maker. 

1 

it 

tt 

cotton  spinner, 
boat-bttilder. 

1 

u 

tt 

1 

,  (( 

u 

cabinet-maker. 

1 

t( 

tt 

cooper. 

1 

i< 

tt 

printer. 

39 

**  The  girls  who  have  been  indentured  have  all  (10)  been  apprentioed  to  letn 
housewifery. 

**  The  boys  have  been  employed  in  book-binding,  boot  and  shoemaking,  tailor- 
ing,'in  mauufacturinff  brass  and  cut  nails,  band-boxes,  wateh  chains^  £o.;  ibe 
girls,  in  sewing  and  nouse  work  generally. 

"  The  average  age  of  the  boys  received  m  1832,  was  14^  years ;  that  of  the  gn^ 
about  15  years. 

**  By  order  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 

"  FhiUddplm,  Mmh  29, 1832. 

JOHN  8ARGEANT,  PruUmd 
<  Attested, 

"  Jamss  J.  Barclat, &c'y  H. R" 

GEORGIA. 

;  Pemtentiwy  at  MtlkdgeviUe. — The  leg^lature  has  passed  a  law  tt> 
abolish  it  This  is  very  well.  When  the  slate  of  sooiely  is  saeb,  m 
any  state,  as  lo  justify  the  imprissnanent  c^  missioaar^,  and  retain  them 
IB  Prison,  after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sutei 
in  their  favor,  and  hold  itself  in  an  attitude  for  civil  war  rather  tte* 
release  them  in  obedience  to  its  mandate — better  that  such  a  Pedteo- 
tiary,  among  such  a  people,  should  be  abolished.  Forty  stripes,  9i^^ 
ene,  on  the  bare  back,  according  to  the  new  law,  is  a  less  griefiDoe. 


And  now  see  how  the  Great  Spirit,  of  whom  the  Indians  so  often 
Beak,  can  bring  good  out  of  evil.  Dr.  Butler  writes  from  the  Georgia 
fenitentiary,  under  date  March  25, 1832,  as  follows  : 

P  "  Psif iTSXTiABT,  Marek  35, 1833. 

£  '*  When  we  came  here,  the  almost  uniTersal  opinion  amon^  the  convicts  was, 
bat  no  one  could  maintain  a  Christian  character  in  the  Penitrntiary.  And  those 
■ho  appeared  very  friendly  towards  us,  said,  that  our  attempt  to  instruct  their 
Ibllow  prisoners,  was  like  casting  pearls  before  swine. 

"  Profanity  and  filthy  conversation  were  on  the  lips  of  every  one.    Our  se8«>ii0 
%f  evening  worship  were  ^nerally  disturbed  by  talking  and  laughin||^.    But  now, 
^  chaAped !     Comparatively  speaking,  tbere  is  hut  little  proifiuuty,-«and  oirir 
ttuons  of  evening  worship  are  now  as  solemn  as  the  awakened  worship  of  the 
j^Qference  room.    Those  who  said  that  a  religious  character  could  not  he  main- 
lained  here,  stand  aghast — though  some  of  them  revile.    Two  weeks  ago,  Dr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  Hoyt  preached  to  us,  and  Dr.  B.  again  the  Tuesday  morning  fo^ 
Towing.     Much   feeling  was  manifested  by   preacher  and   hearers.     To-day  a 
Christian  class  was  organized  \  not  for  Methodist,  Presbvterian,  or  Baptist  {Nir- 
posea,  but  for  the  purpose  of  serving  the  Liord.     All  wno  were  determined  to 
•ervc  the  Lord  were  requested  to  come  forward  and  have  their  names  registered. 
Twenty-five,  including  Mr.  Worcester  and  myself,  came  forward,  and  there  pub- 
licly engaged  to  serve  the  Lord  \  others,  with  deep  feeling,  kept  back,  thinking 
they  had  not  sufSciently  considered  the  subject.    The  individuals  of  that  class 
will  Drobably  be  conversed  with  separately,  and  the  feelings  of  each  ascertained. 
Nearly  one  third  of  the  convicts  belong  to  the  class.     Surely  it  is  a  day  of  won- 
<ier8.    The  Lord  can  bring  good  out  of  evil,  light  out  of  darkness,  make  the  wrath 
of  man  to  praise  him,  and  restrain  the  remainder." 

In  another  letter,  written  af^er  the  mandate  of  the  Supreme  Coart 
had  been  received  and  disregarded  by  the  court  in  Georgia,  Dr.  Butler 
writes, — 

"  Perhaps  God,  in  his  mysterious  providence,  has  a  work  for  as  to  perform  here 
in  his  cause  before  he  can  release  us.  It  is  good  to  be  at  his  disposal.  Our  Bible 
ciasB  is  an  interesting  one,  consisting  of  thirteen  members.  The  Sabbath  school 
hu  not  yet  been  organized.  I  must  say,  tiiat,  in  view  of  the  work  of  God  here,  I 
Aould  feel  it  a  triafto  leave." 


TENNESSEE 

^ait  Prison  in  Nashville. — A  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Observer  writes, — 

"There  is  in  Nashville  probably  the  best  Penitentiary  or  State  Prison  which  k 
to  be  found  in  the  Volley  of  the  MissiBsippi.  It  is  situated  on  a  level  plain,  half 
jjmile  westward  of  the  city,  and,  with  its  yard,  covers  three  acres  of  ground, 
^enkaia  bailding  and  win^vrill,  when  completed,  be  suflicient  to  contain  two 
w  tliree  hundred  convicts.  There  are  now  forty-three  prisoners,  who  work  daily 
in  erecting  the  internal  buildings  and  shops  which  are  needed.  Solitary  eoiiiihe- 
"»ent  at  mght  is  adopted  in  this  Prison.  A  suitable  chaplain  is  greatly  needed, 
ttd  1  hope  will  be  soon  employed.  Preachinz  is  occasionally  enjoyed  by  the 
^ncts,  and  several  of  them  have  become  meinbera  ofthe  church. 

The  keeper  of  this  Prison  was  once  keeper  of  the  State  Prison  of  Kentucky. 
ftll"3^®'y  ^^^7  aualified  for  his  office.  I  hope  the  day  will  soon  arrive  wten 
••^7  Prison  will  be  constructed  upon  the  plan  of  this,  wliich  is  essentially  the 
J^^ne  as  thai  of  the  Auburn  and  Sing-Sing  Prisons.  The  work  of  improvement, 
?^'"  n^spect,  is.  j^iBg  forward  nobly  in  the  West,  as  well  as  in  tke  East ;  s« 
^  Ik  ^^^  Discipline  Society  have  abundant  reason  to  feel  encouraged  in. 
■o^ir  labor  of  love.  It  is  a  noble  work  in  which  they  are  eunged.  I  hope  they 
nsri^^  ^^•■^  until  all  our  SUte  Prisons,  County  Jails  and  Poor-Houses  shall  be 
^Md  ftom  the  many  abominatkiiis  wl^h  infest  them  now,  and  which  render 
^m,  in  many  instances,  pvhli*  aohoolsi  or  lalber  utversititte^  «f  -jhithM^^^ttt^ 


L 


•'■"-'     .•        •.     ''        •     '         'ir"l^<rtfr«trV         •     -'"    ''■-••- -li  re  .v.-i^  t-./:: 

i^^hmrismmaU  fof  DM^-^As  the  Itw  aMnbiog'  ni^ri9MNB4M  ftr 
defyt  W  been  hx  operatioti  nidrtj  Hl&n  tihie  y^ars,  1^  ^t(d^k<m  ji^ 
tp^objtaiOj  frpm.  the  repf69ejaUiti?^fl  il^C^^pgiceos,.  by.l^tt^y^^ 
ofkhepraccioal  openiioQ.of  iba  law^  aini  tberagavd/in  wbiohcit'iiMUij 
bf  tbe  pabKc  fnmdi  after  i»  lopf -m.^xpertiMiit.'   Sir*lett8i%W^,liM»-i 
hSbeived  j'  five  of  them  signed  Ifjr  aff,inany  tnetnbcrt  6f  Odft^riM^^^ 
oae  or  iliem  signed  bj  three  otl^^n^;   Tihese  lettei'e,.w,e.$)if4(^i)M^i^  »t' 
langtby  a»  we  Mve.libert;-iq  do,LfiiDni  t^.fen(k»^«HiphQ^(moUbUi^ 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  testimon j  is  the  same,  with  scarcely  a  sfaMs  uA 
vpWioh/in'fkVbr^dT'ihe.'fiw.-^-^.*"-;   •'••^'"  .^'•-^' "/:  ''''^'  >•'>  1«  J'-'Tf;  -.:    . 

]r,,    f     ,1  '.  ..  ■'    ,~  I'.     ,,       .        .   .  'w  •••-.tr  ■'.ji!  J'  '  ••■      ■    fi   ;;.'  '..■Jj'j:-  ••...    -.^  •'     "w 

..     .  . '  i         •    dtOitfatyof.  WMkaigUtA,  Ftit^f^.l93iki  .>:.w^n  ,  y 

'  ^<We  halve  MveraUy  leceivod.  Y*iir  Auron- tnikiiia  ioaoinasruf  *«ft  aa 
ngwd  to.tbe'Dpemtkm  of^the  hM^Mahm^mpcwommntMdMiAMaai^^ 
lQ<iRhwh?.ve4il9WfiET0yattAha»tf  «aniter.j'  .•..''-.:♦  i..-    -•    :,  •  s' •  '      "* 

"  In  reply  to  your  first  interrogatory — *  Does  it  impair  credit  ?./■■  ?|y».i iMiwMyJfc; 
does  not.    There  ia  now  too  much  ciip^'l»i)afiv«;tnE*fiMMa£e  of  the 

''tB.^''DMiiit'ap|lia*<  lfal^<tm>r,  by  preventing  them  firom  obtaining,  aometiiiiei, 
on  credit,  the  necessariea  of  life  ? '  Ans.  Aa  ftr  aa  our  knowledge  extends,  we 
hftTO  neyer  known  nor  heard  of  a  single  inatance. 

i^9;^J  Pit' AosowroiMUhti^of  &e»uaky  vopiyUj^vthil  tWy  i«Mi^^iokiiai||  gmM 
in  other  atatea  on  terms  is  AivambWvbi:  «rs4it..M  a^j^O^ants  from  those*  atatet 
where  imprisonment  for  debt  is  allowed  ?    Ans.  So  far  as  our  know]edA«{|iifdi| 
Wf ,  hirye  t^D^er  ,hp«r4.  of  «  aingla  A^ftvl^^ .    W^  ^li5T5e.,|{^  :^*^  •»■  ^ 
ol^bMoea  to  amnous  mjUmJL  noWi  «^m^fh  a#  bdow  Uw.al^^litii^iv  of  iffpquvne- 
mjopt  tor  debt.  r.     .  ,  ...     .«,    ^ 

<'  4.  '  Is  the  law  abolishing  iniprisonmeAt  for  dsbt  in  Kentucj^jt  ((after  nias 
yMv*  experience)  a  #ubieci  of  fzo^uent  complaint?'  '4iMr    Bo.^  #«gQi»r  Au^srsrl- 
•dga  ext£Qdi^  ao-cooipIauU  is  made*.,  The  law  B^eets  gei^jral  Hjj^^lfm^ntml- 
^IpyobaUoD.  :...,.       -  j        »«*.  •     ; 

qV  5.  *  l>0i jrdu  neroeiYs  any , tendency  at.  desire,  m  thc^  p.ttbUQ^Qin4  to  jreiwrt  ^  * 
tha.old  f^stism r    ^na. ..  ]!!tone9-<*aot  .the  least  iivnd^ucj^  sp.&r  as.  we  {k>90W  «r.' 

<*i),  *  If  aay.claas  of  c^tizena  in  Kentucky  cop;iplain  ;that  iv^pnsQanMnt  foe  debt, 
is  abolisheily  who  ars  they,  and  why -.40  tb&y  coaaplain  ? '  ^Ens«  This  baa  boea*^ 
amiataatially  .answered.  Th^  law  is  ^liev^d  to  be  a  bUsaing  to  tfie  stat^,  .  U  isa, 
N#sfirpfi»  thfl  wast.gnevqus  diatiess».an<}Jiia«  GOQtributod  to  £t[eff>t^  piH¥sVl>lily. 
i%fayia9iit,  ^y  kaying  the  debtor  to.M^.fxe^  scop9  ^f  bos  ^^Ttimr  ..r  ^  ^-     :     r 

«  Withg;r9ati?8pMt,'waai9 

r  w  .  Iqsephxe  COMFxSr    . 


I       ..I  '     f- 


•"Sir,'    •■    •  •  •  .-^r  •      .^      I   . 

'-  '  **  Your  letter  of  the*  14th  inat.  has  been  teceit^^d.  and  t!ie  fmfo/ttf  mai? 
in  it  relative  to  the  effects  of  the  law  of  Kentucky  aboUfcfag .  fapltsoiimeut  lor 
debt,  shall  be  frankly  answered  j  with  liberty  to  do  whait-fou  please  withtht 


*'  Tbtcr  ilfst  in^bii^  is,  <  Does  the  Uw  imp«lr  credit  ? '  I  am  confi^nt  it  has  had 

BO  BOCheffiBCt 

**  *  Does  it  oppress  the  poor,  by  preyenting  them  from  obtaining) 
awdit,  the  neeesaariaa  of  life  ? '    it  has  no  sooh  efieet 


MUMIIlRIVI  IIBHWW)»ml^^L 


a^ 


"Do  th0  merohaiili  of  Kentucky  conmlain  thai  they  cannot  obtain  gooda  in 
other  italea,  on  terma  aa  (kTorable  wt-  oteJii,  aa^  norohanta  from  thoae  atatea  wboie 
inpriaoiimant  for  debt  ia  allowed  P'  I  haye  neVer  heard  any  complaint  of  the 
land,  neither  do  I  believe  ther^  ia  any  cauie  lor  it 

»"« lalfcttJbarogKfptPobrabaflahmg  imfwaomnenti  lot  debt naa>|aefcnfftMtitot 
cooplaiift,'  V  Itia  now  aeldom.apoken  of,  ao  peiftct^  baa  the  moni  aenae  of  thi^ 
eoon^  yielded  to  it. , 

'**  *  uo  yon  perceiTO  any  tendency:  in  the  diatrict  which  you  n^preaent  to  teTert ' 
ltfifaoaiday«tnaf'v  Noflfbeleaattendfenay;  aaMl  lam eonfident  that  ao  man  baa 
pffiQitei  9opnb»ity  enouf  h  ta  be  skated,  who  would  «?ow  atich  te  bo^  hie  oUsctk 

*^  *  If  9ay.  clajHP  of  citin^na  in  Kentu|bky  complain  that  imnriaonmenl  for  4oM  ia  • 
iboliihfed,  who  are  tney,  and  why  do  they  complain  ? '    The  only  elate  I  ever 
beard  complain,  #era  cwalera  in  money,  called  slumeri,  who  fktten  upon  the  mia- 
fortuna'or  WiaMtioftaf  tbiit  neighlbo»a)  attdana  parfeot  Shyfaxika  infiBaiini^  and 
Hiacibtoi.  ..•'.■•-■..,  v^  .  .; 

"  The  eflfect'of  the  law  baa  been,  obyioualy,  to  di^niah  the  nnmbera  of  thofgy 
who  fisal  the  degradation  of  being  inunuied  with  the  (elon,  in  me  walla  intended 
aaly  to  aeci^e  the  criminal ;  and  the  unfortunate  wife  and  children  bear  with 
lb<«MatlMenidfeloaa*ofpcbper^y  with  a  determined  tpirk  to  klibr  indma^e- 
ame,  by  knewing  the  bnabandand  ibibar  ia  not  to  be  torn  ftom  them,  and  inc^- 
cefatod,  beeauae  ne  cannot  pay  all  hia  debta.    It  baa  introduced,  alao,  i^  mom 
diRieat  lyaleni  of  credit.  wiUiout  aflboting  any  inteieata  injnnondy.  If  the  people 
iajolharataitflaiaineonaUtutad  aa  aba  KentnrJnana  aie,  the  ataleaman  will  ner^ 
xapent  expunging  from  the  atatute  hooka  the  ngljrape  of  tyranny— tba  law  whiah>' 
uttpriama  ftr^eSt.  '      ■ 

Tottra  TaapeetftiUy  I 

NATHAN  GAITHER." 

'■•".*■  '.I  I  ' . 

ammff^m  ih$  Jim.  Ji*  O.  flbiaai,  of  ike  Hamge  e/*  RafremUttheti  daUd 

roiAarvtofi  Ctty,  IH.  ad,  18&  ^ 

t'^DaarSfr,  ^ 

<<  Tour  Ibtor  of  the  14th  inat  baa  been  teoeited,  in  which  you  aak  mf 

ophion  in  relation  to  the  operation  of  the  law  aboKahinjr  impriaotinient  fbr  d^t ' 

ia  the  atate  of  Kentucky,  and  whether  it  baa  had  the  e&ct  to  imnair  eredit|  oif-' 

operate  dSndTantageoualy  on  die  poorer  claaaea  ef  the  commnnity,  dbe. 

^  Nine  yeata  Imre  now  ekpaed  alnce  the  repeal  of  the  htw  which  authoriied' : 
tfe  eredifor  te^  impviaon  the  body  of  hia  debtor,  ibr  non-coitt]^isnce  with  hia  con-  ^ 
tract,  and,  ao  ^  aa  I  am  enabled  to  judge  of  the  whole  atate  by  the  part  which  I'' 
bate  the  honor  to  tepreaant,  there  baa  been  no  Injury  to  credit,  nor  conkplaint  on 
tfie  |tert  of  Oe  podnar  elaabea  of  the  ooountmiiy  in  relation  to  it.    From  the  ttiei^  j 
chaiitt  there  have  been  no  complainta ;  uid  no  man,  however  talented  or  peraooUly  -' 
poptdar,  oouOT  be  elected  to  the  moat  inaignilicant  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people^ 
who  had  the  boldneaa  and  eflhmtery  to  avow  hia  preference  ibr  the  eziatence  or 
•ach  a  law.    Ita  repeal  waa  hailed  by  all  claaaea  or  the  community  with  enthuai*  ^ 
aan,  tare  aiay^  money  dealera  or  jftewrt, '  who  fbtten  on  the  nuaiortilnea  of  their  ^ 

Slibon,  and  Who  uii^  tiielaw  aa  an  engine  to  draw  ftom  the  tonmmnHy'  tbtf" 
\m  of  their  induatry.  The  repeal  of  the  lair  haa  had  tiie  eiiect  to  produce  a 
flMffe  onifo^  an<^9afe  ni^ie  of  credit,  to' add  energy  to  the  induatry  of  the  people, 
tad  b  r^ue  many  honest  and  worthy  fiuniliea  from  entire  ruin.  Could  a  niatory 
if  the  Jiyea  of  tho^6  w^b  haye  ftufieied  for  highly  penal  offisncoa  be  obtained,! 
ltt?e  no  doubt  but  iSt^  edtranee  on  the  road  of  degradation  and  of  crime  could 
be  traced  to  a  confinement  for  non-compliance  with  a  contract.  So  gfeat  ia  the 
Hw^BaiK^^io.iimiriwotunant  In  the  atate  of  JUntnak^r^  thali.  aliUiaugjb^  att99F>e4fi>r\ 
jugmenta  obtained  Aa  aatiafaction  of  aaaauk  and  batte^  and  alander,  any  man 
who  would  ezerciae  hia  jpriyilege  of  confinement  (except  in  the  moat  affgraratetf 
cmmI  wonl^  be  atamped,  by  nniyeraal  conpent,  aa  a  heartleaa  member  of.  aociety . 
.^  Ton'can  nae  tbia  aa  you  ^eaae. 

I  am,  yery  lei^pectfully,  your  friend  .,j 

And  your  obedient  aerrant,  . ' 

A.  G.  HAWE8.:*  .  "* 


•(»■ 


V     . 


■    »* 


LeUer  frmn  ^  Bm.  CMiUndm  Lwm  of  the  Hovh  of  ItoreMNlaHMr,  diOtd 

WaakmgUm,  m  24,^  1632. 
"Sir, 

''  Your  fayor  of  the  14th  inst.  requesting  in«  to  express  my  opmtoR  ia 
tefford  to  the  operation  of  the  law  in  Kentucky  abolwhin^  imprisonment  for  debt, 
ii  before  mc ;  and  in  replj  lo  your  several  inquiries  contained  therein,  I  giye  yon 
my  response  with  pleasure. 
'< '  Does  it  impair  credit  ?  *    I  think  not 

**  *  Doos  it  oppress  the  poor,  hy  preventing  them,  sometimes,  from  obtaining  o» 
eredit  the  necessaries  of  life  P '  I  answer,  rio,  if  the  peraon's  habits  of  morality 
pad.  industey  ve  suob  as  to  enable  him  to  obtain  creoit  weM  iatyfismineat  far 
debt  not  abolished. 

**  ^  Do  the  merchnnta  of  Kentucky  complain  that  they  cannot  obtain  goods  is  other 
states  on  terms  as  favorable  for  credit  as  mercliants  from  other  states  where  impris- 
onment for  debt  is  allowed  ? '  I  have  never  Iieard  such  complaints.  I  am  myself  a 
^4nerchant,  and  have  been  for  twenty  years  ;  and  have  found  no  such  difi^ience. 
*^  *■  Is  the  law  of  Kentucky  sholishinff  imprisonment  for  debt  (afler  nine  yuan' 
experience)  a  subject  of  frequent  complaint  ?'  No.  Seven  eighths  of  the  people 
are  satisfied  with  it. 

**  *  Do  you  perceive  any  tendency  or  desire  in  the  public  mind,  in  the  district 
.  which  you  represent,  to  return  to  the  old  system  ? '     I  answer,  No ;  the  subject  is 
not  agitated.  , 

''  As  I  have  given  brief  answers  to  the  foregoing  inquiries,  I  presume  no  answer 
IS  Dficeasary  to  yoor  last  inquiry. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHITTENDEN  LYON/' 

'  Letter  frmn  ihe  HotL  Christopher  Tompkins^  of  the  Houee  of  R€pns0j4Misa, 

daUd  WoMitglott,  March  3, 1832. 
«» Dear  Sir, 

**  Your  fetter  on  the  subject  of  the  law  of  Kentucky  abolishing  imprisos- 
ment  for  debt  has  been  received,  and  I  now  proceed  to  reply)  briefly,  to  the  sev- 


perceive 
The  pro, 

integrity,  are  the  cironmstancos  mainly  lelied  on  by  those  wKo  ha've  dealing*  with 
him ;  and  if  the  right  of  imprisoning  the  neraon  of  the  debtor  be  looked  to  at  aH  by 
the  creditor  at  the  time  of  contracting,  it  is  9erel>y  as  the  on^ns  of  enfoKi!)*;  a 
surrender  of  his  property  to  answer  the  demands  against  hi.ni.  W,  theiefore,  ^lis 
property  can  be  as  efiSectually  reached  by  other  meantf,  the  right  of  imprisoain^ 
nis  person  oaii  or  ought  to  fiirnish  no  additional  motive  for  extending  eredit  to 
|)im.  The  former  law  of  Kentucky  in  relaticm  to  insolvent  debtors  snbjected  them 
to  imprisonment,  but  provided  that,  after  the  expiration  of  twenty  days,  ther 
might  obtain,  their  enlargement  bv  roakinff  out  a  schedule  of  their  property  on 
oaui,  and  surrendering  it  in  satisuictton  ox  their  debts.  They  may  nmo  be  com- 
pelled by  a  court  of  chancery  to  answer  on  oath,  and  discover  all  their  estate,  teal 
and  personal — ^whetlier  in*  possession  or  ohoses  in  aetion.  Movs^v^r,'  tk!^  «biuta 
mie  vested  with  power  to  prevent  transfers  or  remorvab  of  tits  debtot  s  ^pvopeitf  t 
whenever  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  evade  justioe. 
"  Prior  to  the  entire  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  a  change  had  been 
made  in  the  insolvent  laws  to  the  advantage  of  the  debtor,  in  this,  tliat,  on  being 
arrested,  he  had  the  right,  by  surrendering  his  property  on  oath,  t*  ckiia  W« 
immediate  discharge  ftt>m'  custody,  instead  of  remtimng  in  eonfinMseat  twesty 
days.  Now,  it  is  true,  that,  when  the  legislature  was  about  t*  repeal  all  law* 
authorixing  the  debtor  to  be  taken  into  custody,  it  was  thoofht  by  many,  and  by 
myself  amon^  Mliers,  that  an  honest  man,  willing  to  do  justice  toliis  ersdiisr,  wss 
already  sufficiently  protected  against  oppression  ;  and  that  any  fiirtlier  fegisktioo 
on  the  subiect  was,  therefore,  not  only  unnecessary,  but  might  give  aid  and  rneoor- 
o^ment  to  the  fhradulent  debtor.  But  the  event  has  shown,  I  think,  that  \bt 
rights  of  the  creditor  are  as  well  secured  by  the  e^xisting  laws  as  they  weie  befcre 
the  final  abolition  of  imprisonnient  for  debt.  Such,  at  least,  seems  to  be  the  pie- 
vaiUng  opinion,  judging  IVom  the  genera]  aeqniescenee  in  the  operation  of  the 


» 

^  In  coBcliMuni  I  will  add,  in  reply  to  youx  <»Uief  iiH|diri««,  th&t  the  poor,  ondM 
the  operation  of  the  law  in  question,  are,  as  far  as  I  have  observed,  enabled  to 
proemv  on  credit  the  neceMaries  and  comforts  of  life  with  as  much  facility  as 
ibnnetly.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  law,  after  experience  of  its  operation,  is  a  sub- 
ject of  ai^  complaint;  nor  do  I  perceive  any  tendency  or  desire  in  the  publie 
nund  to  resort  to  the  old  system. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHRISTOPHER  TOMPKINS." 

Lditrjrom  the  Him.  Thomas  A.  Marsfud^  of  th£  House  of  RtpreseniaUmB^ 

daUd  WashingUmy  Mar^h  6,  V&$L 
•*  Dear  Sir,  * 

^  "  Tour  letter  of  the  13th  ult.,  making  sundry  inouiries  relative  to  the 
eonseonences  found  to  have  resulted  in  Kentucky  from  abolishing  imprisonmettt 
ibr  debt,  has  been  placed  in  mv  hands ;  and  I  take  pleasure  in  giving  such  answer 
as  my  limited  knowledge  on  the  subject  enables  me  to  do. 


war  so  indiscriminate  since,  as  they  were  at  certain  periods,  and  especially  a  few 
years  before  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  I  attribute  this  ohanee, 
however,  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  to  other  causes ;  and  can  say  that,  in  ray  judg- 
ment, there  is  no  want  of  credit  in  the  general  business  transactions  of  the 
country  ;  and  that  I  neither  know  nor  have  heard  of  any  instance  in  which  the 
poor  have  been,  prevented  from  obtaining  necessaries  on  credit,  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  this  process. 

^'  I  answer  to  the  3d  interrogatory,  that  I  do  not  perceive  '  any  tendency  or 
desire  uk  the  publie  mind  to  revert  to  the  old  system ;'  and  to  the  4th,  that  I 
know  of  no  class  of  citizens  in  Kentucky,  who  <  complain  that  imprisonment  for 
debt  is  abolished.'  Individuals  there  certainly  are,  who  occasionally  express  dis- 
eootent;  but  the  instaooes  are  few,  and  I  think  the  public  miAd  may  be  said  to  be 
entirely  at  rest  upon  the  subject. 

*'  I  will  add  that,  as  fiur  as  my  observation  extends,  I  do  not  think  the  cases  in 
wfaioh  ddbton  retain  their  property,  and  leave  their  debts  unpaid,  are  at  all  more 
inunevoua  (If  so  nraeh  so)  now,  as  they  were  before  the  change  in  the  laws.  The 
4atrodnctioii  of  new  remedies  against  the  propcrtjr  of  the  debtor,  or  the  extension 
and  improvement  of  old  ones,  and  an  increased  vigilance  on  thn  part  of  creditors 
and  omcenra  in  this  particular,  seem  to  have  placed  the  subject  on  a  footing  gene- 
tally  satiMtetory. 

Tours  with  respect, 

<  THOMAS  A.  MARSHALL." 


OHIO. 

Stale  Prism  at  Columbus. — The  governor,  Duncan  M' Arthur,  Esq., 
brought  the  subject  before  the  legisUture,  in  his  message  at  the  opeu- 
iog  d*  the  session  in  December,  as  follows : — 

"Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  call  your  early  attention  to  the  Penitentiary,  or 
State  Prison.  The  present  situation  of  that  establishment  is  so  defective— so 
geoerallv  deranged,  and  so  insecure — so  little  calculated  to  promote  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  established,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  that  some  promet 
and  efficient  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  remedv 
the  existing  evils,  and,  if  possible,  to  place  tne  Prison  in  such  a  situation  as  will 
•♦tenre  the  important  designs  of  punishment.  The  present  location,  and  every 
thing  connected  with  it,  appears  to  be  radically  defective.  The  oMcct  of 
eslablishloff  the  Penitentiary  was,  to  punish  crimes  and  offences,  reform  the  tjon- 
vkts,  and  deter  otliers  from  the  commission  of  crime.  In  all  these  respects  it  has 
failed.  Confinement  in  the  Penitentiary,  under  the  present  regulations,  ij,  in  ftet, 
no  punishment.  Experience  has  proved,  that  it  is  a  school  of  vice  and  iiumotal* 
ity,  in  which  the  miserable  wretches  there  confined,  from  associations  wilh  eioh 


6ft  FRiMr  iBmiuKB  mwoa»r. 

Mm,  ftom  the  Jmm  and  tmy  dlsi^^w  •Mrdstf^  o««r  IhcMirfl^  Uii  traef 
of  fixed  and  certain  puaiahnienl  iut  braaekes  of  ordar  in  the  Priaan,  akid  ft«m  tlto 
ligbtnaaa  of  tbtir  labor»  aca  cid^TaAuif  all  thair  vicioua  ^ropaaaitiaa ;  and,  at  tbe 
aid  of  theu  tarn  of  impriaonaieoty  thev  an  lot  laoaa  upon  the  eomoraiiilf  with 
n^uch  atroneer  dwpoaUioiia  to  iohmmf  Uia  lawa,  and  wiUioui  thai  fear  of  letnm- 
ii§^  to  the  Paniteatiary-i  whioh  would  he  inapitad  if  more  aevera  labor  aftd  a  note 
rigid  diacipline  wofla  ezarciaed.  In  addition  to  the  expanae  ef  eraeCioft,  it  haa 
ooat  the  state  an  average,  of  ailaaat  #10^000  per  aniuiai ;  and,  aooatdniff  to  the 
itatement  of  the  h^aaper,  the  ezpenae  of  the  preMni  year  ie  abotti  13^800.  TUe' 
anm  ia  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  honeat  and  itiduatfioua  citbena  of  the  italBi  ftt  the 
aupport  and  enoovragement  of  the  diahoneat  and  depmved. 

;*  llie  preaent  aite  of  the  Penitentiaiy,  being  upon  Teiy  ttnerea  KSBpsmI^  la  aneh 
aa  will  not  adail  of  being  properiT  MOpvoived  tor  a  State  Priaon.  The  bniMlnfi. 
including  the  woch-abopa  and  oelb^  *ppeair  to  hate  been  bndly  oonalmitod;  ana 
from  a  peraonal  esamiaation,  I  am  of  opinion  that  th^  are '  not  worth  rbpaiiing. 
I  iheretore  lu^mit  U)  you  the  propriety  >of  ehangiuf  lu  leeation,  and  amc(ling>a 
nior«  appropriate  aita»  and'  of  eraetin^a  new  Penitentiaijp  upon  4he  AuAittia  er 
Wethersfiefd  plan.  The  manner  in  whiefa  thoae  Priaon*  are  eottalnMled,  and  the 
plab  adopted  £>r  thair  regulation  and  ^government;  appear  to  have  be«M  tlio  SMit 
auccesfiful  and  generallv  approved ;  and  as  it  ia  a  matter  of  great  importauee  that 
the  peace  and  safety  ol  qnr  eititena  ehenld  be  aeeuiedyVf  mnderinrnerfahi  wttat- 
ever  punishment  our  laws  iopoei^  fi»r  the  oodimiaaion  of  extee,  at  the-  abme  liaa 
that  the  prisoners  should  be  so  governed  as  to  be  made  to  alipport  <fwiliinsH>B,  I 
earnestly  commend  this  subiect  to  yonr  iuimediato  attention,  and  IM  naauied 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  legisktare  will  dsvtae  auoh  Utoaatnea  a»  n^  eivnmtheiit* 
taioment  of  objects  so  desirable. 

<<  It  is  further  respectfully  avbmittM^  whether  it  woidd  not  te  pMpnr  eato 
change  our  criminal  iaw#,  aa  to  ppniah  aaoce  of  the  minor  dlRntoto  pNmpAf,  M 
the  qonnties  wher^  thoy  may  be  oemnHtted.  The  Ooofineatonl  in  -thn  ninlls,  fctlaiy 
of  many  of  tjhe  convicta^.is  MisTed  to  be^fiom  the  many  petitiena  pfeaantod  ftr 
thf  ur  pardon)  a  muoh  ipreator  ponirfupent  to  their  UMihee  than  to tbinwthaa.  A 
summary  mode  of  pmiiahing  the  minor  oAneea  in  the  oeonty^  wliem  ^ntauiiltod, 
would  be  a  saving  of  expenae  to  the  atotft  raatois  the  oflhnder  to  We  Anilf,  end 
in  many  cases  prevent  them  from  beeoming  npnblie  oharga/' 

The  keieper  of  the  Prison,  B.  Leonard,  fisq,,  pregented  h^  repodoB 
th^  day  after  the  governor's  nessaga  was  delivered,  irkiGli  ahtnra  ho^ 
the  miserabk  condition  of  the  Ohio  PeBiteotiiiTy,  and  the  takitMe  in* 
ibanation  of  whieh  the  keeper  unm  possessed  concerning  tlie  n^fal 
remedy;  and  Is  a^lbilows: — 

Antmd  Jtgtorl  qf  HU  JCt^ftr  ^  (&a  FenttMihe>y« 

<<  To  the  Legietature  of  the  SUte  of  Ohio. 

*'  It  beoomaamy  d«^  to  ky  balbca  yenr  Itoneaahle  body  natetontoa*  of  the  fa- 
eeipta  and  expenditurea  and  gtaaral  oonditien  ef  the  Onia  Peoitoniisay,  dnikag 
the  past  year. 

<' In  adding  to  thif  statement  a  lew  nenaral  laaaarha,  I  hope  thntlnnvnnihe 
considered  as  strayii^  ftr  from  tlie  patE  which  kada  to  a  mote  dknct  pMMManae 
of  Bogr  duty.    Eveiy  smrgeetion,  Ibonded  upon  enaridncef  in  leialiani  to  the 
tursL  and  govemmisnt  efPrieona^  will  bedeennd  by  jronr  hansirtils  body  of 
importance. 

*<t;nal  the  year  1896,  the  PrifoiM  iaall  the  staleainlheUniennrara,aa 
their  structure,  aovemmeal  fnd  ganeml  leanlto,  nearfy  aimilar.  The  hfH-. — 
fax  the  Auburn  Priaon  waa  oomraenoed  ae  early  aa  1816,  hnl  did  not  attoin 
praaent  hi^h  standing  until  the  hefime-mentionod  period.  Being  of  oeininal 
stmetion,  it  is  not  stnnge  that  it  ahoaM  have  been  feond  at  fint  aainennai  h 
ieet;  hot  thoae  who  had  the  mawmawant  of  it,  being  deatreoa  to avaid  tka 
ef  the  <  Old  City  Priaon,*  whieh  Seat  the  stoto  ef  New  Yorka  ndUioft  of 
and  upwarda,  made  one  altaiation  after  another,  nnCil  it  haa  beeona  a  nM 
other  atates  to  follow.  Up  to  the  yeai  1387,  the  etato  of  Connaoliani  had  eduwi 
ad  for  the  support  of  the  NewgatoPriacai,  $940,000.  In  thia  year,  the  hiislaSBi  ■ 
aathoclied  the  amtioa  of  a  naw  Pmeii,a>  WeUwwieM,  wtedi  dJibBaKwatha 


ABVSUfra  atmariBMlliaiiin  ^ 

iVsMi^PfmSifm^Of^^im^'^^^^  ^DiMitfiatsnl  TfalrictaMAif  liltfyliMl'Wlf  iJt<iM:'' 


to  be  found  within  the  walls  of  the  Ohio  Prison,      f^mik  kh  fHHimdkhlkfi&; 
wwiw<it»AtPM^P<W»^*yilheipri«dMrfy  dimttlgiVlfiPdilV^^^Mfi^}'  tlHf^Vits'^riMnff , 
fm  .%MMfi  iil»|»A6  tSiiihighihi»oinnt;!«R  Ikt^dih^  (^t«k44ik%dVV'BiftiiHedi WV' 

t  (l«iinNlti«ftRVi)»i*)ie«M«e  •fQi€aaMitoihMwnMi»d*i;R|b«^«MfcWtill^ 
andthJnoTice  in  crim«;«M«rtAdildiiip«t9«mhMdiiiiv^ 

Mr  baM^Jftto^,fii^l>,4¥imfcjpi«4>wiiiot 


If  lid  of  barbarism/  tSey  would  be,  comparatively,  (Tlfsioms  of  an  enlWhtened 

ud  virtuous  a^e ;  they  wouliL  at  least,  cautign  inen  affainf^the  efi«jcts  of  crime, 

without  ibrciDff  uyiWHllto^%s4iU8\|bi^'4i»^»^ASi<9'^Art^ 

'  Better  even  uiat  the  laws  were  written  in  blood,  than  that  they  should  be  exe- 
cuted in  sin.*  .oulO  "^.T  vaj52  ^-.i;  lo  jiJ.'U>r.'»l  'ill  ol 


•J^ffmdkfBkim^^tims^t  ittJo^ra«Mli^«Mcl0l«tHUSf«alMMi«^Ff^ 
t»M  of  its  u«efulness  both  to  the  offender  and  to  tlie  offended.  ^  The^'iM^^t, 
thiU]MtoiBiMiift4i4bpmihl  fa^^MMthfaMMl'^IBM  thhfiH'iVp  ifiMd^  Men  tb  H- 
cmiirwifciflfcMiij  iiidMiwDy  of  <tfaehsii  ^mjm  a»t«^few*<bn-^*dfi«W»'J^^ 
«>tb»^iiidjStt^SiBtW|ii>«kih^4wd^dl4M^  gfd%Q>^ 

Ui^hnd.iviniiiii^tanb0MtM«-ijMliy»i1bi  IheM^W^ce^lr'Aftf 


•no  J 


— nfiili  |tiiil  itiftdiwiiliiiil  mi^iiiiirl  iiii^iill  if-frmrn^  HieM^W^cetarll&llf 
^d  wickedness — to  a  situation  m  which  they  can  learn  habits  of  industrfi  and-' 

t"nwfti»aiiAbBflBi 
nu«b  fta^kUdBblBhiiiAdeCdn^i 

"■■■■ii)»tfaniayaatj|ms>tf  tbefiA«te«9  W<<h«»t^ffd*<th»^9«fl>rtim»  Prisons.'      '  ^ 
*^%p«riiMli«M*4itM4wf;kmM«efr'«fi  <liMMM%lt'«Mbtfi^Ats^  thtrt-tlie  <^6t/t-;" 
^>mm  wdbdmikmttlei^mMiA4h9,'UMhiltstd^^mfm^Si9&^i^i  that  ,lhejr  ^,  'T 

<<naiaMlb)iiidBiiiliM  «y^««r  arvifeil*  ;t>lRt«  b«li^f  rt^hibHtedtfHMtf  ho<Hlh^^  tsonv^r-;    "^ 
■^  bUn  •  ««Me<ba«dtK  &4a>^iijk«fl4h»^i1lf>i^>«^e<i9'^riH^''t^^  VHiftt^^''' 


^  PRISON  P18C1PLINE   SOCIETT. 


r* 


«  During  tiPD  or  ttaee  yeu»>  tbe-BifiT.  Jam««  Chate  offidaled  MclMffaiii  to  thr 
Obio  PriMNi ;  and  (  Ukt  thU  opportunitj  to  Imbt  teithnotiy  to  the  iUlhUil  mamiH 
to  which  bo  diwhiigrd  iiU  ctoncal  Aatieg.  In  the  month  of  Mkj  hurt,  Mr.  Cfaote 
tOfligiMNl  bio  chugo  (  moe  which  time,  diTine  aerviee  has  not  heoa  regvteriy  p«- 
formod  in  th»  Prison.  No  i^sUin  of  diacipline  can  be  conndoied  at  pocfec%  tkt 
baa  not  added,  aa  one  of  its  eaienttal  properties,  fcHgioua  inainntioa.;  • 

**  But  in  a  Priaon  like  onra,  goapel  admonition  ia  as  unheeded  aa  the  wind  that 

paascs  by  ita  gratad  win^owa.    The  fear  of  being  met  by  the  amila  of  deiiaion,  or 

•  of  being  pointed  at  as  weah  and  aOly  dtiftee,  eonj^eals- the  heart  «f  the  posoarr 

htto  more  determined  obdoraej,  aind  fits  hmi  for  the  c^mmiswonaf  iimw  ef  ike 

blackeatdie. 

"t^nm  thirty  to  fiirW  conTicta  bare  been  Miploytod  in  making  brick»akoat 
half  a  mlki  from  Mw  Pfiaoil,  from  ih«  lirtter  paart  «r  Maich  to  the  begmwng^lk 
waaent  month.  From  fiva  to  twenty  w«re  "Cftgaced  «  abort  time  09  the  <a4a) 
feeder,  and  c|sw>  haTe  been  employed  in  di|^l^  ind  peribrmiwg.<i|ief  label  jn 
the  vicinity  of  tiie  Priaon.  The  aaaaon  haying  been  hnlaYoiable  ibr  hriek-**- 
ing.  the  bnsineas  baa  not  proved  aa  profitable  aa  waa  anticinaled ;  bat,  by  pra*- 
eatuig  it^i^  WQ^B^  of  P^o  ^ave  been  Ibept  at  work,  who  oUierwiaa  would  htrv 
remained  idle.  The  policy,  however,  of  frUM^ihg  ihen  without  the  walls  otf'tbe 
Priaon  to  perferm  labor,  is  a  bad  one,  anff  em  have  but  fewiibr  lla  advocalfs. 
.Guarding  thamia  attended  with  an  ineresiM  of  expenie — their  Ubof.'iajanpradiie* 
tive-— they  act  with  feeling*  of  leas  moral  iMtrabit— "And  aecapea  «ra  more  fir- 
^nent.  To  prevent  escapee,  in  going  from '  and' let^ttning  to  the  PfiaQ%itl»f 
baaa  aaoea^ary  to  chain  tne  convjcta  together ;  and  it  is  impoaaible  to  coneeive  a 
apectacle  more  degrading  tb  human '  natak'e.  more  humiliating  to  tbe  fuide  ani 
boasted  proaperity  of  a  people,  than  thia,  wnd*  eoApaiad*  WUh  -th^  aniin^Bed 
•Mtbaoefidal  course  which  might  be  pursued.  Under  each  a  legulation,  tlif 
mind  of  the  prigofieV  beeomea  ao  debuad,*  aa  loot  to  ail  aanaeof  shma  «m|  lepiom, 
that  he  looks  fttwardAo  no  Inghflrdeatiaiy  than  that  under  which  be  sn&rs;  «, 
tf  hb  ibeliflga  almald  rise  above  their  depression,  it  is  only  to  make  a  dtspenlc 
exertion  U>  ahake  off  the  ahackles  by  which  he  ia  enslaved. 

«  The  number  of  sick  during  the  hwt,  wtt  leitt  than<  tha  pMo#Amir  oHnnv ; 
but  it  would  not  ftU  abort  of  ten  or  twelve,  aa  an  average,  lor  tiie  wnoJe  of  thi 
last  year. 

**  It  m  neaeaaaty'  to  keep  aaoffioieMaumber  of  tailon  and  sboemakeis  enpiajcd, 
to  furnish  clothes  for  the  convicts ;  and  for  want  of  shops,  we  are  compenM  to 
place  tlie  abdemahen  in  one  nom  of  the  hospital  and  tbe  tailors  in  a  part  hf  the 
other.  In  a  worlnboa  <aad  the  hospital  may  be  called  ooe])  the  sick  tenet  i*- 
eeit«  tho  eoaafetta  which  their  ailuationa  mqnire,  and  wbicn,  even  frOIA  eooffcti, 
humamty  would  not  permit  na  to  withhold.  Sitnated  as  the  hoapit^  now  'k  il 
-wonald  be  dMIeiill  to  eatimata  ill  inJMioua  tendency. 

,  <<The  wMe  nianber  of  perfect  eacapea  that  were  made  in  the  laat  yeir,is  t««a- , 
tf«fiv0 ;  of  whieh  nine  were  from  the  brick-yard,  six  fiom  the  canal,  Ax  fiom  (bt ' 
rooma.  three  flom  the  fhmt  gate,  asd  one  from  the  Prison  yard.  < 

^  The  flaoia  of  tbe  night  Moms  aie  in  a  wretched  state  of  decajr ;  and  kttenpli 
to  eseapafKim  tham  are  ao  fke^uentt  that  it  has  been  deemed  advhnble  to  doubb  | 
the  nignt  guard.  Eacapea,  however,  are  so  esaily  made,  that  with  all  p<4MUe 
vigilance  on  tba  part  of  the  guanla,  thay  cannot  be  prevented  at  aO  thnes.  A  fr*  I 
other  attempt  her  been  mads  to  ^berate  the  whole  oT  the  prisoners,  hj-hmi% 
Open  the  ftont  gtfle  of  the  Priaon  leading  into  tbe  hall,  llie  gate-keeper  eat 
iehisd,  and  hekl  until  thirte«n  eacaped  ^  of  whom,  by  the  active  exertiom  of  th» 
guaida  and  citisena,  ten  were  re-taken. 

.  <*  Alnee  the  Ohio  -Priaan  wtm  put  inopatatioax  (186J0M  have  been  «xpAdc4 
Ibr  faer  support ;  and  another  year  has-  commenced,  which  will  ghft  aa  additiart 
tb  this  amount  of  fiom  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  doUara. 

'*  Aareeably  io  the  keeper'a  report  in  18S9,  sixty-five  convicts  weni  leceiied  tte 
precemng  year.  Fkora-  NovemMr  of  this  year  to  the  same  month  in  1830,  ssTeo* 
tf-tix  were  received.  A  proportional  inoreaae  from  thia  date  to  the  same  io  V^t 
would  gffe  eighty«oight ;  but  ninaty-threa  have  been  received,  being  five  iaof* 
than  a  fagukr  iaofease.  This  ratio  of  increase  will  dbuble  the  preaMt  ovmlif 
of  oonnetioiai  in  about  four  jears.  In  what  i^a  are  such  a  nmnber  to  bs  kifl 
In  aecnri^  ?  and  at  what  boamasa  am  they  to  be  employed  ?  llieincrsaseafeflar 
gioatly  ezoaeda  in  ratio  the  increaoa  of  population  >  tad  ItoW  tfa^  ths  H^ 


SBYENTH   KBFORT — 1832. 

MffeetioAi  in  our  PeniteBtiarf  vystem  contribute  io  prodnca  this  rcflvH,  tta^ 
j  ijiBtly  ftfliL «  fwljiQt  of  tfmve  ittqiury. 
'  T  ^Tkore  W9»e  i»  tlie  Friton  09  the  |5th  of  NoveifilMr,  18aa)  •oatthmidM  tiui 
iititf-fiv«  ooBTiotA.    Tbeie  liM  been  Mcetved  tivne  thil  ^etiod^  BtBoCj-Uuref; 

There  hat*,  boea  diicli«q|[edy  by  expiration  ofa^^t^ikee^  fiv«  ;;by  pudoiii  fifty •niiM  ; 

,  PriioO;  H 

•  '  ' ' 

^HonMtMKsffr  .  .  .  ^42    AittultyWltbintoaVto         Feijury, w  3 

iMdfdaryfintlAgnit,  .  «  3     ^kiU,  ^ , i    8    ifkimmff,    3 

Murder,     Mcood    de-          SUbbinf,  .....'.;    6    Pof|[l»Pf,  .  .• 3 

<    |ree,'\-  ,-  .^  .'•.  «  «r»  IQ-  lUp*y  «. o    Arson, '....■   4 

aBtti]SiKt7V  ;. . '.     .  .'.'iSf  Ajmult,  witb  aUempC,  RUie  ondBUglMMr,  .  .  % 

•'LttoNfyi   .  J-,' .  .  i,.  -19  ....  to  xa^,.  ..^  ;... .  ,    4  Bobbi^nr,  .  .  .  .  s.  .  .  '  1 

*BMh»  itaaUv   .  -  .  .,  I    .Co^nteHSeitwg^  ,  ,  .  '.  It*      

lacert,;  .  .»:  .  .  .  -.    3  J|bSfipgb|t6fr  ..  •  -i  ^  Tdfcl, 

'  rorllft,';  :*•;••.  '.•.••'., '.■is-  Fof.tes  yoaira, ,.'.,,;,  /  4  '  Td^  febir  yearau' U 

«   twtoity  yuaw,';  :  •  1  .•  .^f  ,«fl4  ."'....  ..^.;.    1.  ;*  'lireo    •«•  ' '.  .  .  v63 

"«*t6eri''<^     -i  .    I.  .-*f.  i«va».^«  .:,.,♦..  i9     '■    ^-  "•  •    •    -:— 

«   fifte«^-  -'f»     '..1     «    ««,",,,.,  19  ^TWd,  166 

^*  VweXH    ' «'      '.  .   ».    « .  fiTft      «    .  ,  ,  .  58        '  '   *•  ' 


JT    •*- 


The  dUiMib^  tsoimniiteeief  th^  legidature  jRJIowjed  tbe  goveHior  «n4 
the  keeper  with  an  ablci  t^pdft^  ui  whiahyjiftei  eKpoMog  ^h!e  ch^raf^ 
of  the  Obio  Peaitenttorj/  they  ti^coirnnen^  the  teieetkin  of  «^  piev 
Maim noBlakting.' at. least, ^ve  hundred  edfl' 

^  Mr.  li^irtland,  fiom  tfi«  tftandibf  ooautttteo  oa  tlia  Benit^faiary^piadc  the  fol- 

lewing  p^ppft :— ^  , 

"  Thie  «tandin^  committed  on  tke  Peflitebtiaiyy  toiHiom««ie.rafria«4  tha  report 
of  tiw  k^per  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiaiy,  and  io  nMieli  of  tha  gOYomor'a  measogd  as 
xelatei  io  that  Inefitution,  have  attended  to  part  of  the  dntiea  asiigned  ihejtt  i  and 
aa  to  the  part  to  which  they  haVe  attended,  aelt  leave  to  leport  \ 

**  The  coaunittee  haye  examined  the '  Ohio  Penitentiary  ^MMeoadiUioD  emd  proe- 
pecti ;  and  they  have  ffally  concnrred  In  the  opinion  so  oAen  expvessed,  that  the 
inititntion  has  not  only  failed  to  tttswer  any  valnable  pnrpQse»hathaa>  in.  iact, 
become  a  serions  evn^  an  evil  whfidh  r^nfaes  ioMpediate  leinedy.  Prooik  of  t^ese 
pQpitioQs  are  so  numerons,  and  theii*  fbrce  so  gensndly  appeeeiatodt  that  it  might 
•eem-nnnecessary  id  detail  them.  Inasmaeh,  hewe^rer,  as  a  ij]^bt  appreheqapun  qf 
the  canseii  which  have  )>roduced  lestilts  so  niift^orable  io'the  institution,  and  as 
injoripua  to  the  state,  may  enable  the  legislaiCMte  to  detnss  the  proper  lemed^  for 
cxi«tin|r  evils,  and  to  gaard  againiA  any  that  mi|^  in  ftMiBe  anse^.the  cpmnuttoe 
invite  toe  attention  of  the  lenstatnre  to  the  ttMM  prtmiineittenoni;  and  these,  as 


the  committee  conceive,  uiay^be  botaprised',  eUafly,  sMdef  the  following  haa4s,  le 

wit:—  ^  •''•.•-••...  .,     's       ' 

'^  1.  LocaUan.  'the  nnevennes«  «f  the  stirfhee  noeupied'  by  the  bnildingsaad 
yards  enables  the  ebhvicU,  in  oevtttin  positioooi,  tar  eeade  tlie  in^qpection  .of  the 
gnards  and  overseers.  Tms  single  error  wooM  lender  itirapmciieahle  to  enu>roe 
proper  regulations.  *    '  " 

'  ^  2.  Omslru^tion.  In  the  north  wing,  the  eeUa  see  aftanged  in  two  tlVP^Bi, 
rows,  with  a  narrow  hall  between  them;  the  doors  opening  to  the  halL  This 
hnpcoper  construction  enables  the  eonvtets  to  eommnnieale  with  each  other,  by 
words  or  signs,  through  the  gratinr  of  the  doors.  Any  inibnnation  in  which.tliej 
feel  interested  can,  in  defiance  of  the  moat  vigilant  inspeotion,  and  whilst  the 
fosoaeza  are  locked  np  in  their  eelb,  te  mnemittsd  iram'  one  extieme  of  the 

•      '    -  •       -     -ii.  ;»• 
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'  bafldmg  to  the  other^  in  the  course  of  fiflcen  nimutes.  In  this  situation,  tlmoit 
entirely  concealed  from  the  obseryation  of  the  guards,  they  can  mature  their  plaai 
for  mischief  or  escape  unnoticed ;  and  those  confined  on  the  north  side  of  the  hail 
can  receive,  through  the  windows,  any  external  aid  th^t  migr  oflSbr.  The  work- 
ihops  are  so  constructed  and  arranged,  as  to  afford  the  conTicts  almost  constant 
opportunities  to  associate  together,  and  deyise  plots  4md  conspiracies^  or  to  watte 
tnehr  time  in  idleness. 

"  For  want  of  room,  the  tfulors  and  sick  axe  crowded  into  the  hospital  together, 
without  any  apparent  regulation  ;  presenting  a  complication  of  miaer|^  not  induced 
by  the  necessities  of  the  state,  nor,  as  the  conmiittee  conceive,  jusUfied  tovanU 
even  the  most  incodrrigiblQ  offenders. 

yThe  Prison  yard  and  buildings  axe  not  only  too  lunited  for  the  number  of 
prisoners  they  .already  contain,  but  they  f^  in  a  most  ruinous  and  dilapidating 

'  condition. 

<<  It  seems  that  the  Prison  dies  not  afford  room  for  the  employment  of  more  than 
about  ninety  C|onyicts ;  consequefitly,,  aU  over  that  number  must  be  locLed  up  in 
their  cells  and  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  or  kept  at  labor,  to  no  advan- 
' '  tage.  There  are,  at  this  time»  as  tne  committee  understand*-atMi  they  have  the 
ijiTormation  from  the  proper  source — upwards  of  for^  prisoners  whoUy  unemployed 
for  want  of  room. 

"3.  Discipline,  The  state  of  discipline  may  well  be  pronounced  wretched. 
Discipline,  so  called,  which  permits  an  indiscriminate  intercourse  amoaff  theuis' 

'  oners  during  the  day,  is  totally  inefilqient— radically  defective.    In  the  Ohio  Fen- 

'itentiary,  large  groups  of  them  are  not  unfrequenUy  collected  together,  eanestlj 
engngeci  in  conversation.  At  meal  time,  and  at  the  cloet  of  the  day,  they  mingle 
witn  each  other  unrestrained — ^freely  circulating  their  views  and  intentions,  and 

'  propagating  their  opinions  and  feelings.  An  arch  villain  can,  in  the  course  of  a 
ibw  hours,  communicate,  .either  in,  person  or  by  agents  and  mute  l^n^uage,  with 
every  convict  within  t^e  walls.  It  wias  found  in  the  PhilodelphiSr  Prison,  that  the 
means  of  conveying  intelpgei^  had  been  so  compleUoIy  system«tixed,  that  eveij 

Sling  done  by  the  ffovemmeni  in  the  inspector  s  room^  yesM  distinctly  koovn 
iroughout  the  yard.  The  committee  apprehend  tliat  intelljigence  m  oonvejfd 
'  with  as  much  certainty  and  as  great  ikciiity  in  the  Ohio,  as  in  the  Philadelphia 
Penitentiary. 

**  The  crowded  state  qf  the  -mght  rooms  deserves  serious  consideration.  In  all 
Prisons  io  which  this  evil  has  oeen  allowed,  every  effort  to  reform  the  charsoter 
of  the  convicts,  or  to  make  their  earnings  defray  their  expenses,  haa  iaaJed.  It  it 
in  the  cells,  at  night,  that  the  prisoners  form  and  mature  plana  ^hicb  so  frequently 
tmfold  themselves  in  attempts  to.  escape  &om  the  Prison,  destroy  its  property, 
nvoid  labor,  or  harm  the  offipera. 

^*  Moses  C.  Pillsbury,  who  filled  the  office  of  warden  of  the  Wctiv^csficld  Pen' 
ifentiary  for  two  years,  with  so  much  credit,  was  superintendent  of  that  of  New 
Hampshire  for  seven  yean.  In  the  latter  Prison,  he  found  it  impossible  to  carry 
his  judicious  system  of  Prison  discipline  into  successful  operation — his  plans  and 
views  were  constantiy  interrupted  by  plots  formed  at  nignt  in  the  crowded  cells. 

''  The  young  and  inexperienced  are  particularly  affected  by  this  arrangement, 
or,  more  properly  speaking,  this  want  of  arrangement.  These — and  it  seems  tiiey 
are  the  majority  in  the  Prison  of  this  state — when  convicted  on  their  first  offenoe, 
.  are  comparatively  innocent ;  their  crimes,  in  many  instAncqs,  being  imputable  to 
the  influence  of  ardent  spirits,  or  to  the  excesses  of  youthful  indulgence.  Bat  on 
*  entering  this  nursery  and  store^Jhouse  of  vice  and  corruption,  they  are,  at  night, 
huddloa  into  the  cells,  promiscnousljr  with  adepts  at  roguery »  The  '  old  rogues/ 
having  made  villany  their  study,  and  reduced  it  to  a  regular  system,  wi^li  tcchai' 


prise.    In  this  manner,  and  by  these  means,  a  community,  a  kind  of  cosimon- 
wealth  of  villains,  form  combinations  against  society  \   in  the  very  place,  tso, 
designed  for  the  reformation  of  the  vicious. 
'*  Tfeglut  of  cleanliness.    A  system  of  discipline  that  permits  prisonen  to  sppcnr 

'  in  the  loathsome  condition  which  the  inm&tes  of  the  Ohio  PeniteAtiary  exiubit, 
most  be  defective  in  the  extreme ;  and  if  the  doctrine  be  correct,  UiAt  *  the  moral 
faculty  is  influenced  by  physical  causes^'  eotU^  more  fs.vorablft  rosuUp  be  leaaon 

*  ably  expected .'  ' 


**  A  familiarity  bciKeen  the  subordinate  officers  and  th^  vx%9fW^9.^  Thi>  «vU  is 
permitted  ill  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  to  an  extent  almost  unlimited.  It  ia  sufHcient 
to  remark,  that  wherever  such  a  practice  has  been  tolerated^  all  regulations,  how- 
ever wholesome  in  themselves,  have  proved  unavailing. 

'^  Many  minor  delects  are  observable  in  every  department  of  the  Prison  j  but  it 
is  deemed  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a'morc  minute  detail. 

**  The  pecuniary  results  of  the  last  year  are  already  before  the  legislature,  in  ihe 
keeper's  report.  The  report  shows  such  an  excess  of  expenses  over  the  incomes, 
ofondayings  over  the  eamyifirs,  as  must  be  viewed  by  the  Industrious  part  of  com- 
munity as  a  grievous  expendTtnre ;  especially  when  contrasted  with  other  institu- 
tnms  which  yield  a  revenue. 

^*  The  moral  results  are  still  less  satisfactorv.     Old  offenders  are  confirmed  in    , 
tlietr  vicious  habits ;   the  young  are  lectured  into  the  arts  and  mysteries  of  every 
specien  and  degree  of  crime;  and  both  classes  are  set  at  liberty  to  prey  upon  the 
public,  at  the  end  of  twenty-one  montlis,  on  an  average. 

"  In  Hying  before  the  legislature,  in  so  nnfavorable  a  light,  the  condition  of  the 
Penitentiary,  the  committee  disclaim  any  intention  of  imputing  blame  to  any  indi- 
vidual who  may  have  been  engaged  in  the  management  of  iUi  concerns.  This  is 
a  point  on  which  they  would  not,  without  further  investigation,  exprc«d  an  opin- 
ion. They  do,  ho werer, express  the  firmest  conviction,  that  results  so  unfavorable 
are  to  be  traced  to  the  defects  of  the  system,  rather  tlian  to  the  administration  of 
its  concerns.  '  Indeed,  this  view  is  but  a  summair  history  of  all  other  Priaoins  ^ 
construeted  taid  managed  according  to  the  old  method ;  and  as  certainly  as  sim- ' 
liar  causes  produce  similar  effects,  must  the  results  in  all  of  them  be  equally  unfa- 
vorable. 

**  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  only  remedy  that  can  be  advantageously 
adopted'  for  the  correction  of  this  most  unprupitious  state  of  the  Penitentiary 
affairs,  is,  to  abandon  the  present  buildings  and  site ;  erect  a  new  Prison  on  a 
more  farorable  location,  taking  the  one  at  Auburn  or  Wethersfield  as  a  model ; 
and  establish  the  new  system  of  discipline. 

'*  In  the  selection  of  a  location,  regard  should  be  paid  to  its  healthfulness ;  the 
advantages  it  may  afford  for  constructing  the  Prison  buildings,  employing  the 
convicts  lit  profitanle  labor,  furnishing  them  with  provisions,  at  the  least  expense, 
and  suppressing  attempts  at  mutiny ;  and,  further,  a  regard  should  be  had  to  an 
equal  accommcKlation,  as  nearly  as  practicsble,  of  every  part  of  the  state. 

'^Accompanying  this  report,  is  the  proposal  of  William  S.  Sullivant,  Esq.  to  con- 
vey to  the  state  right  acres  of  ground  in  Pranklinton,  conditioned  that  it  shall  be 
improved  for  Penitentiary  purposes  within  two  years,  and  that  the  institution  shall 
there  remain.  The  committee  have  viewed  the  ground,  and  find  it^n  their  opin- 
ion^ a  most  eligible  site  for  such  a  purpose.  It  lies  near  to  the. old  Prison,  and  to 
extensive  beds  qf  limestone.  The  convicts  might  be  employed  in  quarrying  the 
stone,  and  manufacturing  the  brick  reouired ;  and  they  mignt  afford  great  assist- 
ance in  the  erection  of  many  parts  of  the  buildings. 

"  Thus  situated,  the  Penitentiary  might  be  annually  visited  by  every  mcmlier 
of  the  legislature,  and  its  concerns  more  fully  investigated  and  more  narrowly 
hssp^ted,  than  ii  placed  in  a  part  remote  fl'om  the  capital. 

*'  Accompanying  this  report,  is  also  a  drafl  of  a  Prison  afler  the  plan  of  that  of 
WeUicnfield,  together  witn  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  materials,  the  workman- 
ship, &SC.  for  buildings,  work-shops,  yards.  &c..  and  separate  cells  for  500  convicts. 
Should  the  front  wail  6f  the  y&rd,  extenaing  oeyond  the  main  building,  be  con- 
structed similar  to  the  front  of  the  main  building^  with  spaces  for  windows,  filled, 
however,  nfith  stone  and  mortar,  for  the  present,  the  back  wall  of  the  main  build- 
ing might,  should  the  number  of  prisoners  at  a  future  period  require  it,  be  extend- 
ed to  the  length  of  the  front  Wall ;  and,  by  throwing  a  roof  over  them,  the  whole 
front  of  the  Prison  would  be  converted  into 'one  continued  building,  which  might, 
with  very  little  further  alteration  and  expense,  be  fitted  to  receive,  secure  and 
employ  lOOO  conricts. 

"  It  is  believed,  that,  if  a  Prison  were  so  constructed  that  no  convict  could  effect 
an  escape,  and  if  none  were  fiberated  before  their  term  of  sentence  had  expired, 
the  number  would  be  at  least  five  hundred  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  this  time ; 
but  Iwyond  that  period,  they  would  increase  at  a  much  less  ratio,  and  would  not^ 
Ihr  many  years  to  come,  exceed  the  number  contemplated  in  this  plan. 

*'  It  should  be  remarked,  tfiat  the  value  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  should  be 
Mooted  from  the  estimate  of  cost— that  the  completion  of  two  or  three  stories  of 
6* 
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celliif  of  sevenl  store-rooms,  and  the  apsrtmexits  over  tho  hospHal,  may  be  poil' 
poned  to  a  period  when  it  shali  become  necessary  to  occupy  them ;  and  tlios*  to 
defer  their  completidn  will,  for  the  present,  materially  reduce  the  evtimate,  seven- 
teen thousand  dollam,  the  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  old  FenitenUafy,  and  most 
of  which  could  be  advantageonsly  applied  to  the  erection  of  a  new  one ;  and  also 
the  amount  which  might  be  raised  by  aale  of  the  lots,  &c.  now  oocupied  fisr 
Prison  purposes,  would  still  further  reduce  the  sum  to  be  drawn  from  the  tieasory. 

*'  The  improrements  in  the  new  system  of  Prison-discipline,  consist  in  the  adop- 
tion and  enforoement  of  such  means  as  will  suppress  all  communication  amongst 
the  prisoners,  and  establish  habita  of  neatness  and  industry ;  theiteby  etfeeting  a 
moral  reformation. 

**  The  means  of  preventing  evil  eomaunication  am,  in  the  language  of  the  Re- 
pott  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society, 

**  1.  SoLUary  eot^nement  at  mght.  In  a  Prison  properly  constructed,  evil  oom- 
munioatkm  can,  while  the  men  are  in  the  cells,  /generally  twelve  houn  <mt  of 
the  twenty'>four,)  be  almost  entirely  prevented.  In  a  Prison  oonstmcted  like  the 
one  at  Auburn  or  Wethersfield,  such  are  the  £iciiities  for  inspection,  that  one  sen- 
tinel can  prevent  communication  between  almost  any  number  of  men. 

<*  2.  Produethe  labor.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to  prevent  human  beings  from 
committing  mischief  when  they  have  nothing  else  to  do,  than  when  iSef  are 
busily  and  usefully  employed.  In  Wethersfield,  it  is  found  that  the  prieoaers  aie 
anxious  to  engage  in  their  daily  labor,  as  a  relief  from  the  loneliness  of  theii 
cells. 

**  3.  ViffUant  inspeettany  day  and  nighi.  This  is  efi«cted  with  greatest  faeOity 
and  certamty^  during  the  day,  by  assigning  to  every  officer  a  given  number  w 
men,  for  whose  good  conduct  he  is  responsiDle.  In  the  shops,  he  has  hie  place  of 
observation,  where  he  may  at  all  times  be  found  during  working  hours.  By  this 
arrangement,  his  eye  is  constantly  on  his  men.  When  the  men  leav^  the  shops, 
to  feetum  to  their  cells,  he  walks  by  their  side ;  and  tiie  aune  orderly  oouise  is 
observed-  on  their  passing  from  the  ocJJs  to  the  shops;  Bj  this  means,  if  one 
keeper  has  assigned  to  him  firom  twenty  to  thirty  men,  he  can,  to  9  great  extent, 
prevent  communication  through  the  day;  and  at  night,  one  sentineCcontiBoally 
walking  on  the  galleries,  in  l^t  shoes;  slippers  or  moccasins,  may  keep  aiknoc 
among  a  great  number  of  prisoners. 

^4^  ^  place  for  et)erythingfand^9erytkiMiii  its  place.  Every  convict  should  have 
the  same  cell  at  nijrht,  the  same  (riaoe  in  Ibe  shops,  and  the  same  relative  poaitioa 
in  the  column,  whue  walking  to  and  from  the  shops.  Thus,  if  any  oommunioatisa 
idiould  be  attenipled  betweea  those  near  each  other,  it  is^moet  certain  to  be  deveet- 
ed }  and  forsucn  offenoey  the  misoneris  confined  in  his  cell,  and  kept  on  bread  and 
water  only.  The  practical  effect  has  been,  that  old  comrades  have  been  in  the 
same  Prison,  passed  through  the  same  yard  daily,  worked  month  aAer  month  il 
diffisrent  shops  eonncoted  with  the  Prison,  without  cither's  knowing  that  the  other 
waa  tiiere. 

V  6.  Ji  token  token  any  man  leaves  kie  plaee.  This  may  be  a  small  pieoe  of 
wood,  suspended  in  the  centre  of  the  shop.  If  it  be  gone,  some  one  must  have 
taken  it,  and  the>  others  must  await  his  return ;  and  the  effect  of  this  simple  design 
soon  becomes  very  observable. 

^6.  The  lock  etepf  marching  fivm  the  t^ope  to  the  eellSy  and  back  to  the  ctlUmga^ 
ThM  consists  in  forming  all  the  men  under  the  care  of  one  keeper,  into  a  solid 
coluaui,  and  requiring  fliem  to  step  off  at' the  aame  time,  with  a  unifotm  step,  in  a 
soKd  body.  The  ob^t  of  this  is  to  preveat  the  prisoners,  when  the  oelis  aie 
unlocked,  fVom  flocking  confusedly  into  the  yard ;  and,  at  the  sound  ol*  the  beQ 
for  meab,  firom  moving  like  an  undisciplined  mob.  This  ii  gtsnerally  an  eval 
hour  with  priaonens}  any  conspiracy  or  rebellion  coaoeived  iaeaaily  oeumnm^ 
eated. 

**  7.  Jfot permittmf  dke  priaonen  ta  face  each  ether,  wdeee  their  iettiaiem  temmn 
them  to  sit  or  stand  Joeing.  In  this  way,  the  language  of  signs,  by  either  haMser 
ibalures,  is  neevented. 

^6.  EstaiUshing  kabiSe  of  neaineee  and  industry.  At  Wetherefield,  thft  eaovicti 
are  supplied  with  wholesome  food,  and  they  ase  oompelled  to  keep  their  dothiflf 
neat  and  in  proper  order.  They  are  required  by  the  regulations  to  pay  tte  itcie^ 
est  legacd  to  the  cieailliBrsa  of  thmr  aersons  ana  dress^  as  well  as  to  attend  Cd  their 
eommon  labor. .  A  tnnamasiqn  or  oisragard  of  ralesis  ooiaofttrcd  tD^asnnnng 
tieed  or  unpuniidied.    What  at  first  they  aie  eompelled  by  the  disciphne  to  pet^ 


fbm,  at  kiiflli  beoanea  luibitiial.    The  eells,  ImIIb,  ymid,  weriB-Aopa,  and  ereiy 
thine  Alioat  tJiem>  ue  peiftei  mnplti  af  aetiiMM  uld  order. 

<*  ifi0mZ  rrfmmaUtm  ^uM.  In  ail  the  Pcukmib  enoted  on  the  Aabarn  ^aa,  a 
cha|>iaia  ia  eviplojed^  wlioie  datiea  aonsiat,  duiin^  the  week  dajrs,  in  ■ttenmng  to 
moiiuag  and  evening  prayei«|  with  the  whole  bodj  of  Ijie  eonvioli ;  and.  on  the 
Sahbat^  to  Mii|peu8  exeroiaea.  Stindej  aokoola  are  Uke*iea  eataUiBhed,  wader 
the  QhajT^  of  suitahle  affioest ;  and  eneh  of  the  oonvicts  ae  cannot  read  and  write 
receive  initructaon.  The  inflwnfie  of  thia  aomaa  on  the  cfaaraeton  and  conduct 
x)f  youn|^  ofienden,  baa  been  evident  and  vef  j  beoefioial.  Eveiy  prieoner  it  fiir* 
nibbed  in  Ilia  cell  with  a  BiUe ;  and,  h«naever  macfa  he  may.  at  mat  deapiee  ity 
«Aer  a  lew  months*  confinemeDt  and  ■ecluaion  from  the  world,  with  hie  thoughta 
locked  within  hie  own  brewt,  he  at  lenflh  aMhwiife  it  as  hie  only  lobee. 


"  The  directom  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  in  answer  to  lettera  addressed  bv  them  to 
poatmaileca,  cierhs  of  courts,  aa  well  as  ijrom  other  senrDea,  hatve  received  satis&o* 
tory  information,  that  of  iwo  kimdrtd  omAm  priaaaaera  who  hod  served  oirt  their 
leiia  of  aeitteace  in  that  iastitutM)n,aBs  kvmdred  and  fvrhf-wt  had  mtnmed  to  the 
world  i^th  good  trades,  and  with  ehanotera  much  improved. 

^'  Pecuniary  TMmdU  af  diftrtm^  Frimhu.  The  Auburn  Priaon,  containing  moea 
than  six  hundred  convicts,  during  the  year  ending  iiarch  31, 1^&),  yielded  a  clear 
profit,  for  that  year,  of  $-^/)G2  6U. 

*'  The  Wethemfield  Prison,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty  convicts,  during 
the  year  ending  Maroh  31,  ld23,  yielded  a  clear  profit,  for  thai  year,  of  95,0(id  94. 

"  The  old  Newgate  Prison,  of  Connecticut,  for  the  last  ten  years  before  it  waa 
abandoned,  and  Uie  priaoaera  transferred  to  the  Wethcnfield  Penitentiary,  ooet 
the  state  an  average  of.  ||d,400  per  """n-*.  over  and  above  earnings  and  incomea. 

"  In  the  above  statements,  toe  cxwt  ef  proeecution  and  transportatimi  of  prison* 
en  is  oot  iadudod. 

"  The  cost  to  the  state,  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary^  ooataining  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  coaviete,  duriag  the  year  endiog  Nov.  Id,  1831,  was  Sl2,Grj6  21,  inclod- 
ug  coats  of  conviction  and  tranaportalion,  and  deducting  all  the  pria^oers'  earn* 
ings.  These  two  items,  convietion  and  tianapotUtiott^  amounted,  in  that  period, 
to  the  sum  of  $6,009  34. 

*'  it  must  be  evident  to  the  legialatare,  that^  to  ensnre  a  suecesiAil  appiieation  ef 
the  new  system  of  discipline,  the  institution  roust  be  placed  under  the  charge  ef 
^ood  officers;  and  to  engage  such,  eaffieient  iadooemente  must  be  offered  u*  men 
of  talento  and  integrity.  No  others  should  be  emploved,  in  even  the  most  subor* 
diaate  station.  And  tbe  majtim,  formiag  part  of  Prison  discipline,  that  *  every 
man  haa  hia  pUce,  and  every  man  must  be  in  hie  place,'  applying  alike  to  the 
ofteer  and  the  convict,  none  but  tfaoee  in  whom  the  utmost  confidence  can  be 
reposed,  should  ever  be  employed. 

**  Tbe  powers  and  duties  of  tbe  several  ofiieefa  should  be  distinct  and  well  do* 
fined— thus  avoiding  ooUisiona.  Yet  a  chain  of  respoaaibility,  ultimately  termU 
Dating  in  the  legislature,  should  be  kept  up  between  the  different  apartroente.  For 
the  government  of  the  new  Penitentiary,  should  one  be  erected,  tiie  committee 
KVMumend  the  Wethersfield  organization,  as  a  saodel  worthy  of  imitation.  Three 
<)iiectoni  axe  appointed  by  the  General  Aawmbly,  from  time  to  time,  as  oecastoo 
nity  require.  A  warden  is  appointed  by  the  directors,  and  the  other  officen  by 
the  waideXL.  !Vhe  waidea  is  responsible  for  the  sale  keeping,  employment  and 
(iilcipline  of  the  institution.  The  directoia  make  by*laws,  and  inifpeet  the  Prison, 
aad  the  Prison  and  warden's  accoanto,  alternately,  once  a  ^ref^k,  and  to^c»ther, 
ODce  ia  three  montha ;  and  aanuaUv  sahmit  to  the  General  Assembly  a  report  of 
the  progress  and  oonditJon  of  the  rriaon.  Tbe  prisoaers,  though  cut  off  I'rom  all 
coBuaoaicalioa  with  tbe  worlds  have  their  righto  strictly  guarded.  They  are  per- 
mitied  to  make  eompla&at  to  the  diiectoia  of  aay  abridgment  of  them ;  and  in  all 
caiet  their  complainte  meet  with  proper  attention. 

^  The  conuBttteeLinieaiateasly  leeoannend  the  idoptioa  of  the  fidWwiqg  resohi- 

ti0BS>-» 

"  Rui^ved,  That  the  standing  committee  on  the  Penitentiary  he,  aad  they  are 
heteky  inatittcted  to  report  to  thia  house,  a  hill  psoriding  for  tbe  ereotioa  sad 
niaoagemeni  of  a  new  F^teatiary,  of  snAcieat  capacity  to  contain  500  eoavtots, 
M  the  priaeiple  of  seiitory  eoafiamaenft. 


u 


lUithmdj  That  the  aew  Peaiteattoiy ,  coatemplated  in  the  fcregoiag  lesulathWi 
erff^anUiatoB,mllMaea0ly.'^ 


^  bcated  ia  tlia  miaity  eT  the 


^ » >  J 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt, — 

*<  We  are  glad/'  says  the  British  TreyeHer,  a  London  pa^r,  of  October  19, 18S1, 
**  to  find  that  this  important  question  is  now  under  the  active  eonsideration  of  the 
common  law  commissioners,  who  have  already  examined  a'j^at  n^^ber  of  per- 
sons  upon  the  subject,  as  well  those  whose  opinions  are  against  it,  aa  those  who 
are  for  its  continuance.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Hume  has  yery  strongly  adyo- 
cated  the  abolishment  of  arrest  upon  mesne  process ;  it  is  therefore  with  pbfasare  we 
have  heard  that  be  is  one  of  the  many  who  haye  been  under  ezaminafien  by  ths 
commissioners,  who  haye  evinced  a  laudable  anxiety  to  obtain  all  the  opinioiu 
they  can  upon  it.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  indefatigiitle 
secretary  to  the  commission  TM r.  Faulkner),  who,  by  his  great  practical  knowledge ' 
^thc  common  law^  has  at  all  times  shown  a  readiness  to  give  a  free  and  attentive 
hearing  to  the  opinions  of  others.  For  ourselves,  we  have  at  all  times  been  on 
the  side  that  arrests  on  mesne  process  ought  to  be  abolished ;  at  the  same  time, 
we  admit^  the  question  is  one  of  great  dimculty,  inasmuch  as  there  are  cases  in 
which,  probably,  it  ought  to  be  allowed,  as  wnere  persons  are  about  to  leave  the 
country  for  the  avowea  purpose  <^t  escaping  the  payment  of  their  debts,  or  wlieo 
it  is  known  they  have  property,  but  which  cannot  be  gt>t  at  by  any  legal  procesi. 
But  even  this  ought  not  to  be  done,  as  now,  upon  the  mere  affidavit  of  the  creditor, 
who  is  on  interested  party.  One  thing  is  quite  certain,  that,  altbot^gfa  the  com- 
missioners should  come  to  the  determination  of  not  recommending  the  abolishment 
of  arrest  for  debt,  they  will  recommend  many  improvements  upon  the  present 
practice,  and  not  leave  the  honest  debtor,  as  is  now  the  case,  at  the  mercy  of  a 
ruthless  creditor,  or  in  the  grasp  of  an  extortionate  officer." 

New  Penitentiary    System  contemplated. — A  letter  from  Samuel 

Hoare,  Esq.,  dated  London,  April  4,  18d2j  addressed  to  the  secretary  of 

this  Society,  says, — 

**  I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  occasioned  by  the  visit  of  Mr..  John  Taylor, 
Jfun.  to  the  United  States,  to  request  your  acceptance  of  the  accompanying  copies 
of  the  Eighth  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  just  published.' 

"You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  tiie  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  have  had  under  consideimtion  the  expediency  of  introducing  an  efieet- 
ive  system  of  secondary  punishments,  have  just  conemded  their  labors ;  sad  1 
have  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  present  a  report  teoomttiendtiig  the'  immediate 
adoption  in  this  country  of  an  extensive  plan  of  Pemteatiary  discipline.  I  wiQ 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  report  on  its  being  printed. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  HOARE." 

Progress  of  Crime  in  England. — From. the  London  Morning  Herald. 

There  is  just  printed  for  the  House  of  Lords,  an  interesting  *  QMnamrf 
Statement  of  the  Number  of  Criminal  Offenders  committed  to  the  several  Gsou 
in  England  and  Wales  during  the  last  seven  years ' — namely,  from  188410  lt<W 
uelusivc. 
**  The  number  of  commitments  in  England  and  Wales  was  as  foltows  r 
In  1824,  number  of  persons  (amongst  them  being  2948  females) . .  13,696 

In  1825  (females,  2M8) 14,467 

In  1896  (females,  2092) 15,161 

In  1827  (females,  2770) 175« 

In  1828  (females,  2732) 16,564 

In  1829  (females,  3119) 18,675 

In  1830  (females,  2972) 18,107 

'<  rThe  prisoners  for  trial  at  the  Special  Assizes,  commencing  in  December,  npoo 
the  home  circuit,  and  under  special  commission,  are  not  included  in  this  retuis 
ibr  1830.1 


^  By  the  tbore  letariM,  making  allowance  for  the  special  commisaon  omiB- 
■ions  of  1830,  the  inereage  of  crime  ill  seTeu  jeMn,  if  not  one  third,  is  as  13  to 
18! 

"  The  next  division  classes  the  convictions  and  «aiiteiices<  Thus  those  sen- 
lenced  to  death  were. as  follows: — 

In  1834,  sentences  of  death,. ; 1066 

In  1825,  **  "  «*     1036 

Inl896,  "  •*  «     1203 

In  1807,  "  "  "     1529 

Inl8S8,  «  <«  "     1 1165 

lnl8S9,  «  «  ^    1385 

Inl830,  «  "  "     1397 

^  Here  a^n  is  a  frightful  increase  in  the  number  sentenced,  nameljr,  nearly 
one  fourth  in  seven  years  ! 

"  The  nnmber  executed  in  the  seven  years  was  406  (out  of  8,781  sentences  of 
<ieath),  which  gives  an  average  of  upwards  of  fifiy'^ght  ezecutiona  in  England 
and  Wales  in  each  year. 

"  These  interesting  returns  also  state  the  convictions,  acquittals,  and  the  igyunr- 
ings  of  bills,  or  non-prosecutions.  Without  detailing  each  year,  we  shall  notice 
the  results  on  the  seveii  years ;  which  stand  thus : — 

Total  convicted,  fhm  1824  to  1830  inclusive, 80,362 

Total  acquitted, • 22^ 

No.  bills  found,  and  not  prosecuted, 12,387 

,  ■  ■    ■■"■' 

Total  commitments  in  thoseseven  yean, «.  115,569** 


'    FRANCE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt — It  appears  by  the  following  statement,  that 
imprisonment  for  debt  on  mesne  process  (i.  e.  on  writ,  without  execu- 
tioo)  is  not  known  in  France,  for  which,  in  Massachusetts,  about  two 
thn-ds  of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt  take  place. 

'^  A  eoirespondent  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  gives  the  following 
aceouDt  of  a  law  lately  passed  in  the  Chamber  of  Depattes,  for  modifying  the  law 
t^Utivc  to  impnsonment  £os  debt : — 

.  "  The  law  of  airesi  for  debt,  or  eonirainU  jtar  corfa^  which  has  also  just  passed 
tks  Chamlbar  of  Deputies,  was  much  more  fully  discussed  when  brought  forward  in 
the  session  of  1830.  Since  that  period,  the  public  mind  has  been  made  up  on  tfaii 
necessitv  of  some  further  alleviation  of  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  although, 
long  before  these  modifications,  the  l«gislative  system  of  France  was  mild  and 
gentfei|i  its  opejAtitm' compared  with  the  corresponding:  enactments  still  in  force 
10  England  and  America.  Arrests  on  mesne  process,  for  instance,  is  altogether 
unknown  in  Franoe,  and  French  subjects,  in  general^  are  not  liable  to  be  impris- 
oned for  payment  of  their  debts,  unless  they  make  tnemselves  so  by  entering  tnto 
^VBBMTOe,  Of  by  subscribing  bills  of  exchange,  or  by  other  commercial  obligations. 
At  least,  imprisonment  ibr  a  simple  contract  debt  is  an  exception  to  tlie  genenll 
■uie,  aad  ariseii  only  from  eases  of  delinquency  or  quaei  delinquency,  such  as  the 
nle  of  property  under  mortgage,  or  of  movables  under  pledge,  or  the  unlawfiri 
<letention  of  property  held  in  trust ;  but  these  are  all  cases  which  fall  within  the 
province  rather  of  cripiinal  than  of  civil  jurisprudence. 

"  As  tp  debts  of  a  commercial  nature,  the  first  provision  of  the  new  law  is,  that 
jlte  4cbtor  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  as  a  means  of  compelling  paymentf^ua- 
^cfsrccm,  should  the  principal  sum  due  by  him.  independent  of  mterest  or  costs, 
^oqnt  to.  two  hundred  francs  or  upwards.  To  tnis  general  enactment  there  are 
Mc  foUowing  exceptions:  1st.  Women,  married  or  unmarried,  not  legally  reput- 
^  merchants  or  public  dealers.  2d.  Minors  not  in  trade,  or  not  reputed  majors 
Wi  trade.  3d.  The  wives  or  heirs  at  law  of  persons  liable  to  the  tribunals  of  com- 
^^jce  in  matters  relating  to  their  succession.  4th,  Bills  of  exchange,  or  othec 
^ligations  of  a  commercial  form,  are  not  to  warrant  imprisonttient,  unless  thd 
^'^QMctions  to  which  they  refer  had  their  origin  in  trade,  traffic,  or  exchange,  or 


90  ntn^  umanmm  nmfWV^* 

In baakitig m l»»lE«r%np6rati6iii.   JBth.  NocapUfta iv «iliic|yiil  ig|ii^^|^|ya^ 
V]ko  t^tts  «titefed  the  i^v^btieth  year  of  his  a^^.' 

'  ^  By  the  wcond  branch  of  the  law,  it  is  declared  that  imprisoxiiDexit  init  a  debt 
of  a  coQijaiereiai  -natuce  shall  oaase  afiar  one  year's  detention,  when  th^  puDcipol 
som  in  the  judgment  does  not  amount  to  five  hundred  francs ;  afler  two  years,  if 
onder  one  thov^and  firanca  >  after  three  years,  if  under  three  thousand  fmx^t^ ; 
and  aflfx  four  years,  if  under  five  thousand  francs ;  andailer  five  years,  irforany 
sum  above  five  thousand  francs.  In  Prance  there  is  no  such  lelief  iSor  JuM^ytAt 
debtors  as  that  provided  by  the  law  and  practice  of  £ngla|id  an<j[  Anaetica  on  tlds 
rabjeot.  In  the  cours^  of  the  discuasion,  it  was  strongly  ur^d  by  M.  Debellejme. 
the  prosident  of  one  of  the  tribunals,  and  a  man  wh^se  opinion  on  a  question  of 
this  nature  is  of  tlie  highest  value,  that  a  period  of  imprisonment  much  sKortft 
than  five  yean  was  sufficient  to  prove  a  debtor V  otter  insolvency.  '  Hts  long  e» 
perienoehad  proved ie  him  that  ^ebta  were  very  seldom  weov«Md.4dt|et  aevenl 
.yiaaiEB'  dates tiep,  .and  be  c^d  not  consent  to  the  infiii;tion  of  a  penalty ^  for  the 
is^re  failuse  in  »  pecuiiiaiy  obligation,  exceeding  in  amount  me  punildunem 
'which  was  due  by  la  a'  for  ounces  of  the  most  serioiis  tttt«re.  In  this  view  4^ 
the  mattet,  howtrve^,  M.  I>ebelleyiiie  was  c  ppoead  bv  the  Jseeper  of  .tbe  seftla^  M. 
'  Baftbe;  adid  4^  tie  merdahtile  memben  of  tAe  eiianiber,«ttcU  as  M.  Odier ;  so  that 

*  Ilia  fCibenilnpeat^  by-  whid^  a.  noateriai  abridgment  of  the  ppriod  was  proposed,  w|i> 

.  i^ltinuttely  rejected-  '     * 

^'  The  period  durhig  which  a  debtor,  who  is  not  a  merchant)  may  ho  impiiaiuial 
tat  a  debt  which  is  not  of  a  nomuKBeial  nature,  vaoes  from  one^l^  ti^.  yei^  m-^ 

'  ^«ardlng>lo<he  4iKMkw  Df  ihe  poujrt  Itefore  w^icJ^  U^e  question  is  Mied.  Aa  ^m- 
ffravated  case  of  stellionate,  for  instance,  which  is  distinctly  in  the  nature  oia 
fraud,  may  provoke  Ihe  maziouun  of  the  penalty,  while  the  minimum  maf  he  ia- 
ffieted  for  delinquencies  or  fican  delinquencies  involving  a  slighter  degree  of  moral 
turpitude.  The  debtors  of  the  state,  and  of  communes,  hospitals  and  other  puUie 
establiahmenta,  are,  however,  liahle  In  ImpHaottment,  as  a  means  of  compulsion, 
although  not  suspected  of  any  moral  oifence.    By  a  special  enactment,  the  sure- 

>tiaa.oiVrdit)ai^ debtors, to  the  state,  or  to  communes,  nosjHtals  or  puUlic  establish- 

r   ipents.tarie  exempted  from  this  l|ability  ;  not  so  the  sureties  of  public  ccn tractors. 
'^A  aepaMte  branch'  of  the  law  is  allotted  to  the  case  of  foreigners  not  naiuill' 

'  Iced  or  donn0l1e<d  in  Pmnce*  As  to  them,  there  is  do  distiiooCSbn  between  deUa  ef 
«  civil  OK!  of  aicommero(al  nature.    Thesmalleat  sum  fi)r  Sfhich  a  foreigner  ciyi  \)t 

•  ^  fjiieste^  is  a  hundred  jand  fif)jr  francs.  If  the  debt  does  i^ot  exceea  five  nun- 
(tred  francs,,  jie  may  be  detained  two  years ;  if  under  oHe  thousand  franes, 
fbiir  5^6itrs^  if  under  fhr^is  thousand  fhincs,  six  years;  if' under  five  thousand 
firancs,  eight  years ;  and  If  above  .fivo  thonaand  ^i)c9|  %a  years, ,  A  for^isncr, 
under  the  new  law,  may  abo  be  arrested  provisionally,  and  defalned  eight  dRys^in 
order  to  afford  the  cremtor  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  judgment  against  him 
ia,foro  conUntiosOy  but  the  debtor  may  obtain  his  instant  liberation,  on  showing 
that  he  is  possessed  of  ajofeltahlisbment  or  of  real  pfoperty  in  France,  equivalent 
to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  or  on  finding  the  security  of  a  domiciled  person  who  is 

,^  i^Kumto  be  worth  t^e  si^m  for  which  lie  is  arrested. »        ^         . 

.  '^  The  last  branch  6i  the  law  consists  of  enactnients  tvhich  are  a^usaMe*  feSn- 
erally  to  the  previous  clauses.  No  arrest  can  take  place  at  the  suit  of  a  husband 
9r  wi(e  against  the  other,  or  between  ascendants  and  descendants,  brothirH  and 
sislpjs,  or  others  in  that  decree  of  rel(ilioii:4hi>).  AUhou^i  ^  hnsbund  and  wife 
may  holh  be  bound,  they  are  not  both  to  h^  impi  i^iOned  for  liie  sane  d^hft.'  A 
debtor  is  not  to  be  detained  (or  costs,  except,  for  Ihe  actual  eosts  of  the  capiaan. 
If  the  debt  be  one  of  a^  commercial  nnture,  the  dt^btor  is  to  b«  liberated  un  itaftppg 

'  a  tliird  part  of  the  pnncljpa!,  and  its  aceessoriee,  and  finding  security  to  the  SbtiS' 
faction  of  the  court  for  the  payment  of  tlie  tillier  two  thiraa  witliin  a  y»ar  after 
his  liberation.  After  the  lapse  of  a  year,  tb^  debtor  may  again  be  arrented  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  creditors  claim  against  the  surety. '  A  dcb!orjA4io  hiis  cilce 
been  imprisoned  is  not  liable  to  be  afterwards  arrested  ibr  debts  incurred  before 
his  imprisonment,  unless  they  be  of  larger  amount,  and  infer  his  bebilitv  to  a  longer 
(Retention.  In  that  case,  his  former  imprisonment  must  be  iinpnted  ta  him  frv  (tfnis 
in  diminution  of  that  to  which  he  is  secondarily  liable.  The  aliment  to-be  fusnisb' 
ed  by  a  creditor  for  the  support  of 'his  debtor  iprMle  in  prison,  in  4^  >»  Paris  at 
thirty  francs  a  month,  and  twenty-five  francs  a  month  out  of  Paris.  The  yaditor 
is  bound  to  furnish  a  month's  aliment  at  a  time,  and  the  4eblor  ia  entitled  toihis'libera- 
tiyn  ^i  the  end  9f  Uie  month,  unlna  a  aceoad  month's  aliment  he  then  deposited. 


n 

91it<SMfaeiliof  Om  JiOw  i«  miflteiMit  to  «Btitt*  Un  t»  lii»li|M«llcA  >  and,  ivtoa 
tiiuf  obtoin«d,  he  is  not  liable  to  be  eMln  iaipriwiisd  for  pejmeni  of  the  nine  debt. 
Id  these  temur,  the  emitmkU  of  the  »w  wee  voted  by  a  wnj  larfe  nudity,  etily 
eight  Uaek  beik  afpMrii^  efunet  two  hnadnd  aad  Ikifly-eeveii  while  ones." 


€ammUshner$  from  the  JfVenek  OavemmaU, — G.  de  Beaamont  and 
Alexis  deTocqaeville  received  an  a^mintment,  firom  the  goTemment  of 
France,  during  the  year  1831 ,  to  Tiait  the  United  Statea,  for  the  purpoae 
of  examining  and  making  import  on  ^le  Penitentiary  syatem  here  in- 
inNliiced«  They  visited  Soston  in  Sentember,  and  industrioosly  oceH- 
fied  about  fifteen  days  in  examining  the  criminal  and  humane  institu- 
tions of  the' eity  and  vicinity.  To  the  State  Prison  at  Charleatowa, 
and  the  House  of  Reformation  at  Sonth  Boston,  they  were  murticvlarly 
•ttentive*  They  attended  the  Sabbath  school  in  th^  State  Prison,  and, 
like  all  others  who  have  done  it,  appeared  deepiy  impressed  and  inter- 
ested with  the  phenomena  which  it  presents.  They  left  Boston  on  the 
30th  of  September,  taking  letters  to  the  principal  Prisonsin the  Middle 
and  Sottthem  States,  and  promised,  on  their  return  to  France,  to  mfbrm 
as  of  tbeir  movements  in  the  department  of  Prison  discipline.  They 
Mt,  while  hi^re,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great  uneertainty,  what  would 
be  the  reeult  of  their  labors. 


GERMANY. 

..  JDr.  JuKus,  of  Hamburg,  has  tak^n  an  active  ^pArt  in  tiie  cause  of 
Vrison  diseipline  in  his  native  oountry.  Like  Howard,  he  has  travelled 
abroad  to  virit  Prisons,  and  retamed  to  apply  the  results  of  his  obser* 
vations  at  home.  He  has  delivered  lectures  on  the  subject,  and  formed 
aasociatioBs  in  diflkrent  parts  of  the  nation,  and  publishes  a  periodical 
in  Hamborg  to  keep  it  ever  before  the  public  mind.  He  appears  to 
H  iA  Germany,  what  Howard  was  in  England. 


ISLAND  OF  MALTA. 

Ulkr/rqm  J%mti$  Mae€f9tt  Esq.itddretsedto  the  SecrOary,  dated  Midia.  Mm 

13>  1831. 

"Sir, 

<<  I  hare  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  Reports  on  Prison  Discipline 
which  yoa  had  the  kindnecs  to  send  me)  and  forth  witli  transmitted  tliem  to  Greece, 
!•  be  employed,  vben  the  proper  moment  arrives,  in  aid  of  the  regeneration  of 
Ihit  hmg  leateoiiDtf J. 

^  I  have  alao  the  Imnor  of  endoaing  yoa  a  copy  of  a  letter  X  received  from  oar 
inoct  worthv  lieiitenant-goT«riior>  general,  ifje  honorable  F.  Fonaonby,  to  whom 
i  fetwarded,  he  being  at  hia  country  residence,  the  work  you  was  pleased  to  send 
him  under  my  coirer.  That  excellent  nobleman  only  waits  an  authority  from  our 
mother  oountoy,  to  pat  in  eseeution  a  plan  he  has  matured  on  ihis  subject,  fortned 
prinei^Uy  fkom  tha  Reports  1  had  the  hoQor  of  leceivin^  irom  my  frieMs  in 
America.  I  ahaU  not  fiui  to  inform  you  of  the  results  of  his  humane  endeavor*; 
and  I  re<)uest  that  yon  will  do  me  tiie  favor  to  fUrnish  me  with  any  further  infdr- 
mMloa  yva  pornern  on  this  moat  mtereating  aubiecty  which  may  tend  to  meliorate 
hbplasaw 

I  havo  the  honpr  to  be,  sir. 


f  oar  most  obedient  Mrv.int, 

THOJ 


OMAd  MacOILL." 


72  mmnti  fiwff^^^l^  fi9,c9Q^r' 

1831. 

<«  My  dear  Sir, 

**  I  bef  yon  to  t8k«  tn^aitf  opporttmity  of  writita|  to  Mr.  Owi<iit,  to 
express  my  ihonksto  him  for  his  kindiiefts  in  netmng  ne  tlM  Reports  of  ihe.rn»om 
Dipcipline  Sgciet/,  I  can  a«wre  hua  that  IrjUike^ieat  Ji^ertftt  i|t.tfte  kJb<iH  of 
sugh  humane  and  benevoleiit  persons,  which  lal^ors  are  iiot  only  calculated  to  jiro- 
duce  inestimable  advantages  m  America,  biit  (o  extend  their  influence  to  every 

Eatt  ofthe  woHdv  ]  am-  ttioift  anxlouv  to  adopt  tntin;^  df  the  p^Aeiples  laid  down 
y  .the  Society ;  i|nil  if  I  emoBle  to  civrry  my -wishes  into,  exeeution^  i  thai]  ahvkfi 
lupat  gr^tcfal^  ackj^owled^^that  the  g^  to  these  islvulfi  which  X  kytowmvat 
result  from  them,  will  b^  derived  from  the  labors, of  the  gentlemen  co^aw<Nilx\g  the 
Society  ef  Prison  Discipline' at  Boston.    ,      '      ' 

«*  To  yu9ai.A.8  MAcGt.Li,,  5sq.  ra(/fr<a,:;      ....      ,.. 

.'  ■;  .  '  ■  ; ''.' coNgLTJsjoN., . ,.  .'   ;.  / 

l*lius  wo  have  parsed  in  re.vl^w.  .somp  of  tt^p  .int^stwg  erents  and 
cba«ge«  of  the  hu&t  year.  .  

In  regard  io  IiDpi-i^poment  for  Debt,  we  have  9eep  tb^t  many  thovf 
sand  per:»ous  have  b^en  exempted. froiQ  it^  or  discharged  frpiii  Prisoa 
byrthe  opciatlon  o(  pew  law^.;:  aod,  ^  £ir  as.  our  informatioa  ei^Qda, 
there  is  little  9^.qQ.diap9^tion,  iJ^t  ihp  p^Ujc  mind  to  go  back  ia  t)m, 
reypluxiw:;.  bi»t,/^i,^b|Bi  ewptf^ry^^herq  Bj^up  to  be  a.  strong  ^Jsppsitm 
8tilLfartti,eii  tf?  ,^4vanqf},,aml„  bj^  j^a)t  of  experij^epty  to  aoe  wiietbar  thtf 
prjg^ce  c;jin{iot;,Qfpe,  fit.iefL3t.lbr.tS(a^  deU9^  with  gc^at .  beaofil  19  . 
per^nal  Jibqcty,  wbol^spme  credit*  ao^  pt^Uio  morals,  •  The  new.  law 
of . the, ^tatQ.Q(,]^(;w^Y<»k,  saving  f^oi^  ipipi^sogment  .about^  tea  ihou- 
sap^  persons,  af^maily,  is  a  mo,vi9fi»/9nt«  to  this  coumtry  and.tiie  world,  • 
injtl^i^  department  jpf  ^neyolenqe,  like  ^bltt  ii»  foirn^ing  t)ievgraii^  canal  • 
inJa,vor,  of.  internal  iroproveme^^  .  And; if,  w^  n>ay  judgQ.fr9mi  Uio  Jet^ 
ter^.of  sherifis  and  ja^^ers  already  xepeived^  there,  is  np  mojie  T^aaoo  to 
exi^ect  public  regret  and  re<;action,in  t)io  qnex^ase  th^  in  the  other.  If 
we  are  not  too  sanguine  in  this  expectation,  what  a  glorioiia  advance- 
0if»t  ha»  be^jvia^e  uf  this.dep^tm^nt  of  beneirolence  .sin<;e  our^ 
anniversary!.   In  the  great  ^^tate  pf.New  York^  contaiiiing  at  ieaat  v 
seventh  paj:t  of  t)nr,^;ouptry's  pppulatioA,  in^prisonnent  for  .^iinple ,d«bt 
is  JiUolisilied.^   Having  se^  t^i^  prac);ical  operation  of  tb^  ^nnfr.lawa; 
how  many  were  imprisoned  for  less  than  one  doltar ;   how  many  moia  < 
fo)r,iess  ^an  tOQ  d^ars;  hawmanyfor  rvn^  debts*^wl|ea.thegMiltof 
P4Uing  tho  bottle  to  the  naoqth  kf  the  oveditor  was  probably  grea^sr ' 
ttvfp  that  of  thp  debtor  in  receiving  it;  how  .much  time  has  Jseeaio^t 
in  prison ;  how  much  it  has  coat  to  keep  the  system  in  operation  \  and 
h9w  many  iamJlies  have  suffered  un/dar  the  former  laws,  i — we  cannot 
doubti  as  at  present  informed,  that  the  law  of  April  26|  lS3i,  to  aboi^* 
ish  Imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors,  i»  a  great 
and  good  law,,  of  i^  great  aqd  noble  state,  in  favor  of  public  jostice^ 
public  morals,  liberty,  eppnomy^  hMmanity,  and  good  will. 

In  regard  to  the  State  Prisons,  the  great  principle  of  solka^  con- 
fiii«^fi2)ti  at  j^aat  by  night»  is  now  aidopt^  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire^ 


YernNMit,  MaasachtiaHtd,  Cbntiecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylri^ia,  M^^tJ* 
land,  Teonessee,  Louisiana,  Illinois;  and  great  efforts  are  roakiog  to 
adopt  it  ^  N/ew  Jersey  and  Ohio ;  and  apipropriations  are  made  fof 
curying  the  sam^  priaeiple  into  effect  in  the  County  Prisons  of  Bostopi 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.     When  we  think  of  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  during  the  last  yeai",  but  more  especially  of  |bat  whic^  . 
has  been  made  in  the  last  five  years,  in  reg^c)  to  the  appJicatioQ  of  thii^ 
great  and  fundamental  principle  of  all  good  Prison  discipline,  we  can*  ' 
not  help  rejoicing  with  great  joy.    The  omniscient' God  only  ktiows  ' 
the  amount  of  evil  thus  prevented.     So  far  ^s  this  Soci^^ty  ba^  cpntribr 
uted  to  this  end,  it  has  contributed  to  a  great  an4  good  epd ;  and' 
beavea  and  earth  Must  rejoice  in  the  amount  of  sin  prevented,  ^mong 
such  men,  by  a  remedy  so  simple  and  easy  as  that  of  (Sore  soKl^ude. 

The  State  Prison  Sabbath  schools  are  beginning  to  be  considered 
almost  as  essential  as  solitary  confinement  at  night  The  Sain 
bath  schools  in  the  Prisons  at  Charlestown,  Wethersfield,  Sing-Sing, 
and  Baltimore,  have  either  been  organizea  or  greatly  enlarged  ao5}  im- 
proved during  the  last  year.  The  Sabbath  school  at  Auburn  has  be^, 
for  years,  of  great  importance  in  the  system.'  Other  ,8abbatl|  schodb 
are  contemplated,  or  in  operation,  at  Thomaston,  M^.,  Concord,  N.H.,  ' 
and  Windsor,  Vt.  Here^  too,  is  a  great  object,  which  this  Society  has 
kept  steadily  in  view  ;  and,  so  far  as  it  has  contribute^  to  its  accopi- 
plishment,  half  a  million  of  persons  in  this  country,  cophectefi  wi^ 
Stbbalh  schools,  and  many  others,  will  appreciate  its  utility. 

The  Bible  in  Prison. — AH  the  Prisons,  where  solitary  confinement  ' 
is  adopted,  place  a  Bible  in  every  ceH,  which  in  effect  id  not  supplying 
a  Bible  to  every  family,  bat  a  Bible  to  ev^ry  sonl.    How  steadily  th»  ' 
freat  and  good  object  has  been  porsaed,  and  how  it  lies  at  the  foundar 
tioti,  in  iMie  sense,  of  the  whole  proceeMling,  may  oe  inferred  from  the 
fiiet  subscription  paper  which  was  opened  in  favor  of  this  object,  be- 
fore the  Prison  Discipline  Society  was  fomied,  and  whicTy  led  to  that 
coctse  of  Examination  and  observation  which  resulted  in  the  formation 
of  the  Society.    The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  oHginal  subscript 
tion  paiper,  dated  October  9, 18M,  aboat  seven  months  befbre  the  ^  ' 
ciety  was  formed: —  > 

**T0  enable  — ^-^-^  in  behalf  of  the  American  Bible  S6aehf,  to  visit 
ikt  Prisons  in  the  United  States  t  to  examine  thek  tondifion ;  to  supffy 
tktm  ioith  Bibles ;  and  in  other  respects,  if  possible,  to  oRet^ate  the  con- 
dkUm  of  thie  prisoners^  the  subscribers  give  the  sums  affixed  to  their 


The  resident  Chaplain  ih  Prison. — ^This  arrangement  is  made  in 
Windsor,  Vt.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Wethersfield,  Ct,  Stng-Sing,  and 
Attbom,  N.  Y.,  and  is  esteemed  essential'  in  the  new  Penitentiary  in 
Philadelphia.  It  is  deemed  indispensable  by  those  best  acquainted 
vith  the  improved  system  of  Prison  discipline.  The  present  chaplain 
it  Charlestown  was  the  first  man  who  held  this  office,  in  this  country ; 
ittd  to  his  discretion,  perseverance.  Christian  experience  and  knowK^ 
edjge  of  men,  may  be  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  which 
has  attended  this  branch  of  the  improved  system. 

The  indirect  Influence  of  this  Society. — ^The  lessons  on  temperance, 
deaiiUtNM,  health,  didciidine,  good  government,  eolitude,  and  instra^ 
7 
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tkm,  we  consider  of  more  importance  than  any  thing  ebe  m  this  whole 
bosiness,  hot  salvation.  The  new  Prisons,  and  the  Houses  of  Iteftige  fir 
Juvenile  Delinquents,  are  great  obsenratories,  on  great  principles, 
touching  the  government,  conduct  and  reformation  of  men.  Wbtt 
Christian  philosopher  would  be  willing  to  have  all  the  interesting  facts 
and  phenomena,  from  this  department  of  benevolence,  now  before  tbe 
world,  obliterated  or  unknown  !    ' 

The  Check  on  CHme. — ^The  fkctfi  bom  Massachusetts  albne,  on  this 
point,  are  uaspeakaUj  deligbtftil.  Let  benevo(ieiit  action  bec^nne  sys- 
tematic, comlMned  and  pownrftd,  and  the  Prisons  of  all  the  staies  dull 
Boon  furnish  simiHur.  reports.  *    ' 

The  Reformtcaion  qf  .Prisoners^ — ^The  testimony  oh  tliki  subject  from 
the  chaplains,  the  Saibbatfa  school  teachers,  the  letters  from  diechafged 
convicts,  and  their  fifi^nds  andT^ieighbors,  in  some  itistances^encoar- 
aging  ip  a  high  degree.  Why  should  it  be  otherwise  i  .  When  did 
<fod  ever  refbse  to  crown  with  his  blessing  institutions,  where  order, 
temperance,  ind^ist^/ good  government,  moraf  ahd  yeUkioiifl  inttv^ 
tion,  are  the  order  of  the  day?  where  thje  Sabbath,  the  Biole,  the  place 
of  1^7^ f  ^^^  the  minister  of  the  gospel  are  honored  1 

The  Lord  Jesus  CAiisl.-^He  is  our  Leader.'  Qe  has  given  w  u 
ezampllB.  ffis  woM  is  our  wairant,  his  promise  our  rewtU'd;  Us  ^irit 
our  great  objeet  of  prayer^  his  plan  of  aalvatioa  for  poor  ainne is  the 
great  theme  of  adoration  and  praise  for  ever. 


I  > 
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HaeerhSa,  iifeSs. 
Keely,  Oeoive 
Phelps,  Dadtey 

fywyoich.  Mast, 
Kimball,  David 

MarbUhead^  Mat*, 
Hooper.  Nathamel 
Reed,  William 

MUton,  Mast. 
Tucker,  Nathaniel 

Newark ,  N.  J. 
Hamilton,  W.  T. 

Newhury,  Matt. 
Wright,  Henry  C. 

Netoturvport,  Mast, 
Banister,  William  B. 
Bartleit,  William 
*Brown.  Mosos 
DimmicK,  lather  F. 
Proudfit,  John 

By  a  donation  in  liooks  from 
Charles  Whipple,  to  consti- 
tute the  following  persons 
Life  Members 
Davis,  Mary  A. 
af,  M 
\lary  u, 
Thompson,  Sarah 


,JaMs 
PattoB,  William 
Perrit,  Pelatiah 

^Kolgefi,  Hflwy 
Sduuedef^  J.  F* 
tMevcss,  J.  C. 
Spring,  Garfiner 
Tappaa^Artbor 
Vwick,  Ibehard 
Woobey,  WlUiaia  W. 

CTiwth,  Gemt 

PhihmdphiMf  Mi 
Allen,  Solomon 
Carey.  Naitliew 
Ely,  Ezra  SiOea 
Henry,  Alexander 
LiviugstoB,  GBbert  R. 
Skinner,  Tliomas  H. 


PiiUfield,  Matt. 
Newton,  Edwara  A. 

PfymottA,  Mut, 
Robbios,  Joftiah 

Ptm^keepsiSf  N»  Y. 
Coyler,  Cocaetios 

Rahtcaifj  N.  J. 
9ic|aier,  Job 

Salem.  Matt, 
Cleveland,  J.  P« 
EmersoD,  Brown 
Phillips,  Stephea  C. 
Willii;ms,  Wilfam 
Worcester,  Zervia  F. 

Scheitictady,  N»  Y" 
Smith,  Peter 


Mt, 


Grccuieaf,  Majrv  C. 
Ho<lge,  Mary  D. 


A>u>  IJaren,  Conn, 
Brewster,  James 

AVio  York  City, 
Alien,  Stephen 
Brewster,  Joseph 
Broad  head.  Dr. 
*Chaml>crs,  William 
Cox,  Samuel  H. 
Kastborn,  Mniitnr 
Falconer,  Archibald 
Hedges,  Timothy 
How,  Fisher 
Mason,  Cyrus  W. 
Mathews,  John  M. 
McAuley,  Thomas 


Rom.  Daniel 


7v<w,  iv.  r. 

Tucker,  Merit 

Vh'ctt,  N.  Y, 
Lansing,  D.  C. 
Slocking  San^uel 
Varick,  Abraham 

West  HaverhiU,  Masx, 
Cross,  Abijah 

Wrihtrttfkld,  V^mk. 
Pilsbury,  Amos,  by  the  ok  ^ert 
of  the  IVisoU 

WuHimstown,  Mui 
GrilTm.  Edward  D. 

^Mscastetj  Me, 

Hooker,  Edward  W. 

Worr^tter.  <V«W. 
Foster,  Alfred  Dwighl 
Waldo,  E.  S.  &  R. 


mwrwNtn  tagPWt-^l&9tL 
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'     Fnm  May  24, 1831»  to  May  28,  1882. 


flut,lielll    •  s 


60 


BaiB,  Peter  9 

HopUae,  Semael  M.  30 

SeeoDil  Preabyt.  Chaicli  49  M 

fltttth,l0ael  9 


EnenoB,  Balph 


1 
9 
9 

9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
50 
9 
1 
9 
9 
9 


Abbot,  lacob 
Abbot,  Tbeodore 
Adams,  Asber 
Adams,  Cheater 
Adama,  WHlkutt 
Adwna.  Zabdiel 
AdaD,J;R. 
APriend 
Allen,  BuBoel  R. 
AlBy,M. 
AoKny,  John 
Aadeiaon,  R«ltoe 
AadrewB,  Alfred  A. 
AodrawB,  C. 
Andrewa,  E.  T. 
Aadreira,  Jamea 
Annual  ll()etiiic  coiitiiba 

tion  78 

Appieton,  WHlitm  90 

AnnatioBg,  Sualiel  T.  70 

Aablon,  B  V.  1 

Atkini,  TiwMa  6.  1 

Bacon,  i.  V.  S 

Bacon,  L.  K  1 

Badlpm, !-  lepben  9 

Baaley/Lb.  9 

Baker,  A.  P.  1 

Baker,  A.  P.  1 

Bakery  Tbeodore  1 

Balance r^om  oidaec^t  477  49 

Balch,  Joeepb  9 

Baldwin,  T.  W.  9 

Ballard.  Joeeply  9 

Bancroft,  Jacob  3 
Bame«,jD.  W.lkS.H.       9 

Baitlett,  LeTi  9 

Batea,  Samnel  1 

Bates,  Willltv  1 

Bemman,  Oi  C.  1 

Bent,  H.  N.  I 

BipBiW.J.R.  5 

Bird,  William  1 

Blancbard,  Hezeklah  9 

Blanchaid,  Joeboa  P.  9 

Slailaod,  WUllan  9. 

Boardman,  W.  W-  5 

Bond,  George  5 

Bowen,  Chartea  1 

Brewer,  BIlab  8.  I 

Brewer,  Oeorge  A.  9 

Brewer,  W.  A.  9 

BrewaMr,  J.  W.  J^  A.  1 

Brewster,-  Oamya  9 

Bridites  it  Stevena  1 

Breoks,  ?eter  C.  90 

Brawn,  Charles  9 

Bnwn,  Charles  9 


Brown,  Natbaalel 
Brycac,80lh 
Bunstead,  Joalnb  V-  • 
Bamatead,  Josiab 
Burdltl^  Hemry 
Butler,  James 
Butts,  lanae  JL 
Cabot,  Samuel 
Caltender,  H.  B. 
Capen,  WOliaiii 
Cartec,  R.  B. 
Cartwidfbt,  C.  W. 
Cash, 
Cash, 

Cash,  M  fita.  do.  do. 
Cash,  50  cu.  do.  do* 
Chandler,  Charles 
Channing,  Walter 
Chase  ^  Grew 
Chase,  H.  P. 
Child,  Oayid  L. 
Clapp,  Isaac  P. 
Clapp,  Joshun 
Clark,  B.  C. 
Clark,  C.  W. 
Clark,  O. 
Clark,  John 
Clarke,  Edward 
Cleveland,  Aaron  P. 
CofESwell.Rev.  William 
Cook,  J.  C.  k,  Obarlea 
CooHdge,  J.  T. 
Cool  idge,  Joseph 
Coolld^,  T.  B. 
Cornelius,  Ellas 
Cotton,  Joeepb,  Jun. 
Crafin,  Lorenso 
Crocker,  Uriel 
Cumming,  Cbristepher 
Camminn,  Daniel 
Currier,  C.  R. 
Curtis,  Charles  P 
Curtis,  Samuel 
Cartis,  T.  B. 
Cttsfaiag, 
Cashing,  James 
Cushing.  Thomas  r«. 
Cutler,  Pliny 
Dalton,  P.  R. 
Dana,  Ephraim 
Dana,  L. 
Dana,  Natbaalel 
Daniell.  Otis 
Davis,  i aasc 
Davis,  Thomas  A. 
Dean,  C.  C. 
Dearborn,  Natb^iel 
Denny,  Daniel 
D^nny,  George 
Derby,  Elisabelb 
Devens,  Richard 
Dimmock,  J.  L* 
Doggett,  John 
Doggett,  Samuel,  Jan. 
Dow,  J.  B. 
Dudley,  David 
Dunn,  Junes  C. 
Dutton,  John  L. 
Dwight,  Edmund 
Dyer,  Eben.  E. 
Dyer  k,  Blake 


9 

Eager,  WUllam 

1 

Edes,  Capu 
EdraiadsT/.W.. 

10 

6 

Edwards,  Heaty 

a 

Edward^  P. 
Ellison,  James 

9 

9 

Emerson,  G.  B. 
Eustis,  W.  T. 

10 

m 

1 

Evans,  A. 

1 

Evelethf  Moata  . 

^ ' 

9 

Everett,  A.  H. 

1 

Fairbanks,  Steahea 
Pales,  E.  N. 

1 ' 

3 

Faxon,  Nath. 

1  50 

Fay,  Dana 

1  90 

Fenner,  J.  P. 

1 

Fisher,  Fra&eli 

9 

Flag g,  Joaiah 

0  * 

9 

Fletcher,  Richard 

9 

Forbea,  Charles 

1 

Forbu^  C.  W. 
Foster.  P. 
Francis,  David 

1 

'I 

Freeman,  J.  B. 

•  1 

1 

Freeman.  W. 
French,  Joha    • 

1 

2 

Friend, 

3 

rViend, 

<so 

3 

Friend,  Miss  B. 

10 

9 

Frobisher,  Benjamih  C 

^ 

1 

Fuller,  E. 

fiO 

5 

Gardinier,  Joba 
Gardner.  1.  h. 
Gassett,  Henry 
Gates,  James  W. 

100 

5 

9 

5 

Gilbert,  Samuel 

1 

Gilbert,  Timothy 

m  • 

9 

Good  now,  Peter 

1 

Goodrich,  SannMl 
Gordon,  G.  W. 
Gore,  Watson 

9 

1 

1   ' 

9 

Grant,  Moses 

1 

Grant  &  Daniell 

10 

3 

Gray,  Frederic  T« 

30 

Greele,  P.  Jun. 

9 

Green,  David 

2 

Green,  Gardiner 

95 

5 

Ctrten,  Naflnnie) 

9 

Greenough.  WifKaai 
Green  wooa,F.  W.  P. 
Gnisvrnpr^  Lemuel  P' 

9 

30 

1 

9> 

M 

Gurney,  ]\ntbart 

9 

Hndlev,  Clmrles 

9 

Hale,  Enoch 

9 

Hancock,  Wmiaqi    . 

1 

H<trt8h'*ra,  C. 

1 

UaHkelU 

9 

Hnskcll,  Amos 

9 

flH<kcll,  AnJrew 

5 

lliiskell,  Edward 

9 

Hnfckell,  Hamuel 

1 

Hntlriway,  V.  Jun. 

10 

Haynes,  Edward 

9 

Head,  George  £. 

1 

Hendee,  C.  J. 

9 

Flewett,  S.  O. 

9 

Billiard,  Gray,  it  Go. 

9 

Hill,  Jeremiah 

9 

70 

Hobnrt,  Albert 

9 

I 

Homer,  G.  J.  , 

10 

9 

Homes,  Ueniy 

90 

78 
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Roo|Mr,  B.  O. 
Uotmer.  Z. 
Howard,  BanjaaiAii 
How,  Hall  J. 
How.  Jamea 
How,  Jaiaca 
Howa.  Qeorn 
H.  P.  P. 
Hubbard.  W.  J. 
Hyde,  Wiinam 
Jngallt,  WUIiam 
Jackson,  Miaa  Li. 
Jackson,  Ward 
Jeinriea,Johji 
Jelllson,  Z. 
Jewatt,  1.  W. 
Johnson,  J. 
Johisoa,  Saniiiel 
Jotittson,  W.  P.  Jufi. 
Joiiis,  J.  B. 
Jones,  EI— Arm  O. 

cross  k,  Co. 
Kendall,  A.  &  G.  A. 
KiMb9k»,J>« 
Kimball,  E. 
KiiDball,  P.  M. 
Knlliit,  Nathonit], 
T^aifison, 
Lane,  J.  H. 
Lawrence,  Saainal 
Lawrence,  Williaiti 
Tieaeh,  Shepherd 
Le«0s,  Benjamlp 
LeadaLJoseph . 
Lincoln,  Enstgn 
Ijlneoln,  Beman 
Llrermore,  J. 
Lloyd,  George  W. 
Lena,  M.  B. 
I^rd»  J.  H. 
Ijoring,  Barnabas  T 
luring,  C.  Q. 
luring,  Josiah 
Ixtrinv,  Henry 
T^weli,  John 
IjOw,  laaiah 
I<ow,  J.  J.  k.  Co. 
Lrman,  Theodore 
Mansfield,  Isaac 
March  k.  S. 
Marvin,  T.  R. 
Maso«,  liowell 
Mason,  W.  P. 
Means,  James 
Meats,  Elijah 
Messeni^er,  C. 
Mitchell  ft.  Freeman 
Morse,  S.  B. 
Molley,  Thomas 
Miinroe,  Edmand 
Neal,  J.  W. 
Newell,  Montiromery 
Nickols,  WillianK 
No^es,  Daniel 
Odiorno,  George 
Odiome,  VV.  H. 
Oliver,  U.  J. 
Osgood,  AlfVed,  Jun. 
Otis,  H.  G. 
Owen,  J.  L.  P. 
Paife,  James  W, 
Park,  Amasa  C. 
Park,  Thomas  B. 
J  arker,  1).  P. 
P.trkcr,  E.  Jan. 
barker,  Isaac 
Parker,  M.  8. 
I'.uker,  8.  H. 
1  eabodv,  Nathaniel 
Peck,  J.  M. 
Terkins,  Benjamin 
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9 
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5 
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9 

r> 

9 
5 
9 
1 
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1 
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1 
5 
1 
3 
1 
9 
9 
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30 

9 

3 

.    9 

9 

50 

3 
9 
1 
1 
1 
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Peters,  Edward  D.  9 

Phippa.  Samuel  9 

Picserinct  John  9 

Powers,  H.  6.  9 

Prey,  Isaac  C.  fi 

Praj,  John  H.  1 

Priehard,  Gilmm  5 

Priice,  W.  G.  ] 

Prootor.  J.  C.  6 

Read,  James  5 

Reports  sold  .9 

Reports  sold  1 

Reports  sold  1 
Re)molds,WiUiamB.        5 

Ric«,  Henry  90 
Richardson,  Lord  &,  H.  fk 
Ricbards,  Reuben,- Jtm.      9 

Rich,  Otis  1 

Rob^ins,  Chandler  9 

Ro9rs,  Edmund  9 
Rogers,  James  V.  B. 

Rogers,  William  A.  9 

Ruasell,  Aaron  9 

Rosaell,J»B.  I 

Ruagen,  N,  P.  5 

Bcholfield,  A.  9 

Schooner,  T.  R.  I 

Scudder,  Charles  9 
Scudder,  David               '    1 

.Seaver,  C.  3 

Seaver,  George  1 

BhaW,R.  G.  70 

Bhaw  tc  PattenHm  9 

BboMiy,  John        «   •  \ 

Sigoumey  1 

Sigoumey.  H.  5 

Siropaon,  M.  H.  5 

Bktnncr,  Francis  9 

Braith,  B.  Jun.  1 

Smith,  H.  1 

Spooner,  W.  B.  1 
s9.  S.  B, 

Stanton,  Francis  5 

fltarbuck,  Charles  C.  1 

Stimpson  &  Clapp  9 

Stoddard,  Charles  9 

Stoddard,  Charles  5 

Stone,  Freeman  1 

Stone,  WiUiam  W.  5 

Sullivan,  John  9 

Snmncr,  Bradford  9 

Sumner,  Hudson  3 
Sweetsf  r  it  Penniman       9 

Swett,  Samuel  G.  9 

Tappan,  Charles  3 

Tappan.  Charles  5 
TarbelL  a  Friend  .  9 
1 .  B.  M. 

I'euney,  Samuel  9 

Thacher,  Peter  O.  9 
Thayer,  Joseph 

Thorndike,  Israel  90 

Thurston,  VVjldcr  S.  1 

Thwinr.S.  C.  9 

Tracy,  E.  C.  9 

Traifl,  Snpiiiel  10 

Trott,  George,  10 

Tuckerman,  G.  5 

Tufks,  James  9 
Twombly,  Alexander  H.    2 

Ulmar,  WiUiam  1 

Vila,  Joseph  i 

Vose,  Elisha  l 

Walker,  Eara  i 

50  Walley,  Samuel  H.  3 

Ward,  Artemas  70 

Ward,  Charles  P.  9 

Warden,  Francis  l 

Ware,  Mark  9 

Warren,  Richard  9 

Watson,  £.  ] 


60 
SO 


50 


50 


Watson,  Ellabeih  I 

Weld,  W.  P.  1 
WaBs,Cbartes              'MIT 

WeUs,  E.  M.  P;  4 

Wofls,  John  B.  5 
Wheelwright,  Lot,  Ian.    i 

White,  C.  A.  1 

White,  Challes  ! 

Whitney,  WJBiaa  9 

Whkinarsh,  Thomas  9 

Wfalton,  JamCB  U,  1 

Wigglesworth,  Edward  t 
Wiftleswomi,  Tkomtf     « 

WiUey,  Newton  fi 

Williams^&JfcCs.     '  S 

WilDams,  George  F.  9 

WilUkma,  S.  G.  S 

WilOanw,  T.  9 

WilOams,  WIBOrd  9 

WilBs,  Horatio  M.  9 

WilQs,  Nathaniel  90 

Winchester,  Edmund  10 

Winslow,  P.  1 

Wood,  fiph.  Son.  1 

Woodman,  George  9 

Wurce»tcr^  Jt  E.  -  9 

Adams,  Nehtmiali»  ftf  a 

Lady  30 

PaltHy,  J.  G.  9 

Ware,  Henxy;  •  9 

Austin,  WUIIam  8 

Doane,  John  9 

Fay,  Warren  9 

Flint,  Rimt^..!  9 

Kidder,  sOHnuirl  9 

Melntire,  E.  P.  9 

Tufts,  Amos  9 

Warren,  Isaac  9 

Comuctittt  Ltgidatan, 

Reports,  900  copies  fiO 


100 


fiO 


Borgeaa,  Eboaeier 


Dualop,  John 


riend 


A  Frieni 


Jitmukuttt,  JVssa 
Prisoners'  Friend  1 

.ir<4rsrtf,JM«M. 
Magoun,  Thatcher  10 


.^>»  /Tores,  Out 
Andrews,  E.  A. 
Baldwin,  S. 
Brewster,  James 
Clark,  Joseuli  N. 
Day,  Jcrrmuib 
Pilch,  Eles«er  T. 
Forlwjj  &  i^on 
Goodrich,  Cbauncry  A. 
Hotchkiss,  H.iLh. 
Hotchkiis,  Rusnell 
Hitchcock,  S.  K. 
Hull,  Sidney 
Ives,  Eli 
Jarman,  F. 
Kimberiy,  Dennis 
Kingsley,  James  L. 
Leffingwell,  William 
MunsoQ,  Eneas 
Pond,  C.  U. 
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Howard.  JoMph 
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7V«f,A'.  r. 
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Goodrieh,  Jothoft  t 

PUibuiy,  Amoa,  Wirdcn 
of  tlM  Cobb.  Btatfl  rylt- 
oB,  Inr  the  oOcert,        30 
Kll^,  fftrtba  « 
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Article  1.    This  Society  Bhall  be  called  the  Prison  DisciPLiirx  Socixtt. 

Art.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  thia  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
Public  Priaonfl. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
fonnation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  4.  Any  Society,  haying  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
auxiliary  to  this,  and  snail  contribute  to  its  rands,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
Prisons,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this 
Society. 

Art.  5.   Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

Art.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Life. 

Art.  7.    Each  subscriber  of  ten  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 

Art.  8.    Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 

gijment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a 
irector  for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  as  many  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen 
annually,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  ^iety.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergjrmen  and  six  laymen,  of 
whom  nine  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  auorum. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacan- 
cies as  may  occur  by  death  or  otherwise  in  their  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
ex  officio,  Members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitied  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
week  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  specified 
in  the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Art.  I'J.  The  Managers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  sucn  Member  as  shall 
he  appointed  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Art.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings 
of  the  Board. 

Art.  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
Secretary. 

Art.  17.  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Direc- 
tors for  Life. 

Art.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Socie- 
^Ji  at  an  f^nn^n^l  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Annaal  Meeting  of  the  Prison  Disctplioe  Society  was  held  at  the  Park  street  meeting- 
house, on  Tuesday  morning,  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  his  honor  Samuel  T.  Annstrov. 
President^  in  the  chair.  The  exercises  were  commenced  with  reading  the  Scriptores,  (Fi. 
cii.  16—20,  and  Ps.  Ixxix.  11.)  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Malcom.  Mr.  Charles  dere- 
land.  Treasurer,  presented  his  Report,  and  tne  Report  of  the  Managen  was  read  by  the 
Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Francis  C.  Gray,  of  this  city,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bates,  «f 
Middlebuiy  College, 

AcMfocd,  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and  published  under  direction  of  the  Manafers. 

In  rising  to  make  this  motion,  Mr.  Gray  dwelt  for  a  moment  on  the  elevated  and  self- 
denying  philanthropy  of  this  kind  of  effort,  commenced  just  sixty  years  ago  by  John  Howard, 
and  now  become  so  great  a  blessinv,  not  only  to  prisoners,  out  to  society  at  large.  His 
official  connection  with  the  State  Prison  at  Cnarlestown  had  riven  him  an  oppoituaity  to 
witness  the  wisdom  and  success,  as  well  as  benevolence,  of  tne  Society's  efiorts ;  aao  be 
was  glad  to  five  his  testimony  to  its  excellence  and  importance.  He  then  gave  an  elo- 
quent and  thnlling  picture  of  the  changes  effected  there,  and  of  the  happy  results  of  sach 
cnanges  to  the  prisoners  themselves  and  to  the  public.  But  the  Society,  tie  remarked,  did 
not  stop  here.  As  it  advanced,  new  difficulties  arose,  and  new  evils  presented  tbemseJTec. 
Houses  of  Reformation  had  in  consequence  been  provided  for  young  offenders,  and  ai 
Asylum  for  Lunatics.  With  the  Asylum  at  Worcester  he  is  also  omcially  connected.  Tbe 
view  that  he  gave  of  the  happy  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  lunatics,  was  aflectia^, 
and  held  the  audience  in  breathless  sdence.  He  then  referred  to  the  important  labon  of 
the  Society  in  regard  to  penal  law,  imprisonment  for  debt,  d&c.:  and  concluded  witii 
reminding  the  officers  of  tne  high  duties  to  which  they  were  called  by  the  results  of  their 
previous  labors  and  by  public  expectation.  The  address  was  distinguished  throo^;hoot  by 
elevated  and  liberal  views  of  the  claims  of  such  efforts  on  philanthropists  and  patnou,  an^ 
by  an  impressive  and  scholarlike  eloquence  which  it  is  always  delightful  to  hear,  and  esft- 
cially  in  support  of  a  cause  like  this. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Braman,  of  Danvers,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cowles,  of 
the  same  place, 

Be$0lv9df  That  love  to  Christ  will  tend  to  promote  an  Interost  in  behalf  of  the  priaoiieit. 

In  support  of  this  sentiment,  Mr.  Braman  ar^ed  from  the  relations  of  prisoners  to  the 
Saviour — the  interest  manifested  for  them  by  his  sufferings  and  death— the  fact  that  the 
depth  of  their  guilt  does  not  diminish  his  regard  for  their  well-being— that  their  salraiioB 
will  honor  his  power  and  grace,  &c.— the  address,  throughout,  breathing,  to  a  vciy  rare 
decree,  the  very  spirit  that  was  in  Christ  Jesus. 

A  collection  was  then  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Edwara  Everett,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Codman, 

Retdvtdj  That  this  Society  views  with  great  satisfhction  the  benevolent  and  aealoas  eiiuti 
now  making  abroad  for  the  improvement  of  the  Prisons  of  Europe ;  and  that  tbe  approlMtMn 
which  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  labors  of  this  Socletv,  in  ihiu  part  of  the  world,  f^imlsbet  new 
encouragement  for  perseverance  in  our  exertions  for  the  improvement  of  the  Prison  Discipliae 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  Everett's  attention  had  been  lately  called,  he  said,  to  this  subject,  by  examining  tbe 
Report  of  the  French  Commissioners  and  that  of  tbe  London  Prison  Discipline  Soci^tT. 
The  history  of  Prison  discipline,  in  Europe  and  in  this  country,  presented  some  facu  that 
deserved  attention.  It  was  now,  as  had  been  remarked,  sixty  years  since  Howard  com- 
menced his  labors.  Till  that  time,  imprisonment,  so  far  from  being  reformatory,  was  301 
even  considered  penal.  It  was  resorted  to  only  to  keep  tlie  prisoner  within  the  clutch  of 
the  law — to  await  trial,  or,  after  trial,  the  infliction  of  whipping,  cropping,  branding,  trans- 
portation, or  death— which  were  tlie  punishments.  Hence  they  were  like  the  New  Orleans 
Prison  mentioned  in  the  Report— ana  to  the  correctness  of  that  description,  by  tbe  way,  be 
could  bear  witness  from  personal  observation.  Hence  their  infectious  atmospDcrc,  of  wbirh 
Howard's  Journals  give  such  almost  incredible  accounts.  Hence  the  jail  fever,  now  rarely 
beard  of,  but  then  terribly  prevalent,  and  so  fatal  as  sometimes  to  infect  the  court,  and  carry 
death  to  the  bar  and  bencV— as  at  the  memorable  "  black  assizes"  at  Oxford,  when  all  in 
the  court-house— judges,  members  of  the  bar,  jurors — all  died  in  forty-eipfat  hours.  Such 
were  the  facts  brouglu  to  light  by  Howard— but  with  hardly  any  effect.  ^K>  permanent  sod 
systematic  effort  at  reformation  was  the  result,  although  bis  publications  suggested  almost 
every  thing  that  has  since  been  attempted.  The  reform  commenced  in  this  country.  Here 
it  had  been  carried  forward  and  perfected.  It  was  our  success  that  was  riving  to  other 
countries  principles  and  impulses  on  this  subject — as  was  evident  from  the  Reports  be  had 
mentioned.  ^  He  concluded  with  a  reference  to  the  progress  of  the  cause  abroad— there  bein|^ 
already  similar  societies  in  London,  Paris,  Switzerlaad,  Prussia,  and  St.  Petersburg.^ 
Rtcoraer. 
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The  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting  its  Eighth  Annual 
Report,  has  not  occasion  to  lament  the  death  of  any  one  of  its  principal 
officers.  The  president,  vice-presidents,  managers  and  life  directors, 
amounting  in  all  to  seventy-two,  have  none  of  them  died  during  the 
past  year.  Out  of  on&  hundred  and  thirty-one  life  members,  two  have 
died — Gardiner  Greene  and  James  Bowdoin.  And  out  of  about  five 
hundred  members  and  friends,  we  are  not  apprized  of  the  death  of 
more  than  four — Gilman  Prichard,  James  How,  Ensign  Lincoln, 
and  an  amiable  and  pious  female  friend,  who  always  gave  her  money, 
and  withheld  her  name.  These  friends  have  been  steadfast  and  liberal 
benefactors  of  the  Society  ;  often,  in  seasons  of  want,  cheering  us  by 
their  approving  countenance  and  cheerful  contributions.  It  is  our 
privilege  now  to  acknowledge  it,  and  mourn  for  the  loss  which  we 
have  sustained,  and  reflect  upon  our  own  mortality.  Some  five  or  six 
of  our  number,  we  have  reason  to  suppose,  from  the  history  of  the  past 
year,  will  die,  during  the  year  to  come.  May  we  be  prepared  to  meet 
our  Judge !  May  we  meet  Him  as  the  Friend  whom  we  greatly  revere, 
and  sincerely  love,  and  constantly  endeavor  to  obey  and  honor ! 

With  this  brief  notice  of  our  departed  friends,  we  present,  as  the  plan 
of  this  Report,  the  following  arrangement  of  the  principal  topics  r^- 

1.  Solitary  CeUs  in  Prison, 

2.  Silence  by  Day  and  by  Night  in  Prison. 

3.  Bibles  in  Prison. 

4.  Resident  Chaplains  in  Prison. 

5.  Sabbath  Schools  in  Prison. 

6.  Morning  and  Evening  Prayers  in  Prison. 

7.  Patient  Industry  in  Prison. 

8.  Attention  to  Cleanliness  in  Prison. 

9.  Thorough  Ventilation  in  Prison. 

10.  Itmprovement  of  Health  in  Prison. 

11.  Upright  Officers  in  Prison. 

12.  Favorable  pecuniary  Results  in  Prison. 

13.  Favorable  moral  Resubs  in  Prison. 

14.  Removal  of  Lunatics  from  Prison. 

15.  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

16.  Causes  of  Crime. 
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17.  Recommittals, 

18.  Efforts  for  Convicts  on  their  Discharge,  •  •. 

19.  Printing  and  Distribution  of  the  last  Riport, 

20.  Moneys  received  and  expended, 

21.  Domestic  Correspondence. 

22.  Foreign  Correspondence. 

23.  Report  of  the  French  Commissioners. 

24.  Extremely  defective  Prisons  in  America. 

25.  Appeal  in  Behalf  of  Prisoners. 

1.  Solitary  Cells  in  Prison. — ^When  this  Society  was  ibniied, 
eight  years  ago  (so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends),  there  were  but  two 
Prisons  in  this  country — one  at  Thomaston,  Maine,  and  one  at  Au- 
burn, N.  Y. — built  on  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement.  In  three  or 
four  hundred  night  rooms  w^e  lodged  four  or  fire  thousand  convicts ; 
giving  an  average  of  twelve  or  fifteen  in  a  room.  Since  then,  probably, 
not  less  than  six  thousand  solitary  cells  have  been  builL  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  the  places  where  Prisons  are  constructed  on  this  principle, 
or  where  provision  is  made  for  such  construction,  in  the  United  States, 
are,  the  State  Prison  at  Thomaston,  and  the  Ck>unty  Prison  at  Bangor, 
Maine  ;  the  State  Prisons  at  Concord,  N.  H.  and  at  Windsor,  Vt ;  the 
StatQ  Prison  at  Charlestown,  the  Houses  of  Correction  in  Boston, 
Worcester  and  Dedham,  and  the  Jails  in  New  Bedford  and  Greenfield, 
Mass. ;  the  State  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn. ;  the  State  Prisons  at 
Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  the  Penitentiary  on  Blackwell's  island,  and  the 
Jail  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y. ;  the  State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J. ;  the 
Penitentiaries  in  Philadelphia  and  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  and  the  County 
Prison  in  Philadelphia ;  the  Penitentiary  in  Baltimore ;  the  Peniten- 
tiary in  Washington,  and  the  Jail  in  Alexandria,  D.  C. ;  the  Peniten- 
tiaries at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Frankfort,  Ken. ;  the  Prisons  at  Baton 
Rouge,  Lou.,  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  Alton,  III.,  and  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  in  Kingston,  Upper  Canada.  These  are  all  on  tlie  general  plan  of 
the  Prison  at  Auburn,  except  the  State  Prison  at  Thomaston,  Me., 
where  the  cells  are  in  the  form  of  pits ;  and  the  Penitentiaries  in  Philar 
delphia  and  Pittsburg,  the  former  on  the  radiating,  and  the  latter  on  the 
penopticon  plan  ;  the  new  County  Prison  in  Philadelf^ia,  and  the  Pen- 
itentiary in  Baltimore,  on  the  arcade  plan ;  and  the  Prison  at  Lamber- 
ton, on  the  radiating  plan.  Several  of  the  above-named  Prisons  have 
been  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year ;  much  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  building  of  others ;  and  for  some,  laws  have  been 
passed  to  build  them,  and  the  work  is  just  commencing.  On  the 
whole,  so  far  as  the  extension  of  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  is 
concerned,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  year,  since  the  reform 
commenced,  in  which  more  has  been  done,  than  during  the  last  year. 

We  subjoin  the  following  information  in  detail  concerning  the  num- 
ber of  cells  and  the  number  of  prisoners : — 

''  In  Maine,  there  are  seventy  cells,  besides  some  dormitories  con- 
nected with  the  hospital,  in  the  State  Prison,  and  ninety-three  prison- 
ers. The  prisoners  are  lodged  in  separate  cells,  except  in  some  of  the 
coldest  nights  in* winter,  when  two  are  sometimes  put  in  a  cell ;  care 
being  taken,to  put  the  old  offenders  separate.    They  are  pot  in  tfaeii 
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cells  ooe  hour  before  night,  each  day  in  the  week,  except  on  the  Sab- 
bath,  and  are  m  their  cells,  the  whole  day,  on  the  Sabbath,  except  one 
hour  and  a  half.  The  cells  are  light  enough  to  enable  the  prisoners  to 
read  in  the  day  time,  but  not  in  the  evening." — Joel  Miller,  Warden. 
Thede  cells  are  of  peculiar  construction,  in  the  form  of  pits. 

'*  In  New  Hampshire,  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  cells  in  the 
New  Prison,  and  eighty-five  prisoners.  The  New  Prison  is  finished, 
aod  ^  be  occupied  about  the  first  of  June.  The  prisoners  are  in  their 
cells  from  sunset  till  daylight  during  the  week,  and  all  the  time  on  the 
Sabbath,  except  about  two  hours  for  food  and  religious  worship.'' — 
Abner  p.  Stinson,  Warden. 

The  New  Prison  in  New  Hampshire  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

**  In  Vennont,  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty*six  cells,  and  one 
hundred  and  eight  prisoners.  The  prisoners  leave  their  cells,  in  the 
BumHier  season,  at  five  o'clock,  and  in  winter,  about  half  an  hour 
before  sunrise.  They  are  allowed  twenty-five  minutes  in  their  cells 
for  breakfast,  and  half  an  hour  for  dinner ;  and  when  the  days  be- 
come longer  than  the  nights,  they  are  generally  in  their  cells  half  an 
hour  before  sunset.  The  cells  generally  are  light  enough  to  enable  the 
prisoners  to  read  evenings." — ^John  H.  Cotton,  Wankn. 

The  New  Prison  in  Vermont  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

'*  In  Massachusetts,  there  are  three  hundred  and  four  cells  in  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  prisoners,  all 
in  separate  cells,  excepting  those  confined  in  the  hospital.  About 
three  hours,  each  working  day,  is  spent  in  the  cells,  between  sunrise 
and  sunset,  during  the  summer,  and  about  one  and  a  half  in  winter. 
On  the  Sabbath,  the  convicts  are  out  of  their  cells  from  two  to  three 
hours." — ^Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Wardai. 

The  New  Prison  at  Charlestown  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

**  In  Connecticut,  there  are  two  hundred  cells  for  males,  and  thirty- 
two  for  females,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  prisoners,  of  whom 
seventeen  are  females.  They  are  all  confined  in  separate  ceUs,  lexcept 
the  sick  in  the  hospital,  about  fourteen  hours  out  of  twenty-four,  during 
the  week,  and  about  twenty-one  out  of  twenty-four  on  the  Sabbath. 
The  ceUs  liave  sufficient  light  to  enable  the  prisoners  to  read." 

The  New  Prison  in  Connecticut  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"  At  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  there  are  seven  hundred  and  seventy  cells,  and 
six  hundred  and  eighty-three  prisoners ;  of  whom  twenty-five  are  fe- 
males; all  lodged  m  separate  cells,  at  the  present  time,  males  as  well 
as  females. 

"  While  there  is  less  than  twelve  and '  a  half  hours  of  daylight,  the 
convicts  are  always  in  their  cells  from  twilight  till  day  dawn,  and  no 
longer,  except  on  the  Sabbath.  While  there  is  daylight  twelve  and  a 
half  hours  or  more,  they  are  always  locked  up  at  six  o'clock,  P.M., 
and  unlocked  at  half  past  five,  A.  M. ;  i.  e.  they  are  always  in  their 
cells  eleven  and  a  half  of  the  twenty-four  hours;  and  when  the  days 
become  too  short  to  labor  twelve  and  a  half  hours  by  daylight,  they  are 
in  their  cells  all  the  time,  and  all  the  time  only,  that  they  cannot  see  to 
work.     'The  time  is  lengthened  or  shortened  by  quarters  of  an  hour. 
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*'  On  the  Sabbath,  they  are  always  taken  out  in  the  morning,  at  tbe 
usual  hour  of  opening  the  Prison,  and  are  out  from  half  to  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour ;  again  for  breakfast,  about  the  same  length  of  time. 
The  Sabbath  school  scholars  are  out  of  their  cells  from  breakfast  time, 
and  the  rest  from  ten  o'clock  till  noon,  in  the  chapel.  They  are  all 
confined  to  their  cells  the  whole  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath,  except  in  the 
warmest  weather,  when  they  are  taken  out  towards  night  for  an  airing. 
The  cells  are  light  enough  to  enable  them  to  read  in  the  day  time,  bat 
not  in  the  evening."^ — ^B.  G.  Smith,  Chapkdn, 

*'  At  Blackwell's  island,  near  the  city  of  New  York,  there  are  two 
hundred  and  forty  cells  finished,  and  as  many  more  building.  There 
are  sometimes  more  subjects  than  cells,  and  then  they  cannot  be  coo- 
fined  in  separate  cells.  The  average  number  on  the  island  may  be  two 
hundred  and  fifly.  They  are  in  the  cells  during  the  night,  and  about 
three  hours  of  the  day,  except  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  on  the  Sabbath,  a 
greater  patt  of  the  day,  as  they  are  only  brought  out  for  their  meab 
and  for  religious  service  in  the  morning." — J.  Ogden  Woodruff, 
WardetL 

The  Prison  on  Blackwell's  island  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

'*In  Maryland,  there  are  three  hundred  and  twenty  cells  in  the  Bal- 
timore Penitentiary,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  prisoners ;  of  whom 
fifly*three  are  females.  The  male  prisoners  are  confined  separately  at 
night ;  the  females  in  companies  of  eight  or  ten.  The  hours  of  locking 
up  the  prisoners  and  unlocking  them  are  at  sunset  and  sunrise.*^— 
James  M'Evoy,  Clerk. 

The  new  building  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  is  on  the  arcade  plan. 

''  In  Washington  city,  district  of  Columbia,  there  are  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  cells,  and  forty  prisoners,  of  whom  two  are  females.  They 
are  lodged  in  separate  cells,  and  afler  being  taken  out,  in  the  morning, 
they  are  not  permitted  to  return  to  them  again  until  the  hour  for  lock- 
ing up,  in  the  evening ;  the  Sabbath  day  excepted,  when  they  are 
almost  wholly  confined  to  their  cells,  time  being  only  allowed  for  their 
meals,  and  their  attendance  on  divine  service." — ^Isaac  Clabke, 
Warden. 

The  New  Penitentiary  in  Washington  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

"  In  Kentucky,  there  are  one  hundred  and  four  cells  in  the  State 
Prison  at  Frankfort,  and  eighty-four  prisoners ;  lodged  separately ;  let 
out,  in  the  morning,  as  soon  as  they  can  see,  for  business,  and  kept  at 
work  until  night ;  confined  in  the  cells  on  the  Sabbath,  except  (bar 
hours,  which  are  devoted  to  instruction." — Joel  Scott,  Warden, 

"  In  Ohio,  the  New  Prison  at  Columbus  is  building,  calculated  for 
seven  hundred  cells;  and  there  will  probably  be  finished  three  bandred 
and  eighty  cells,  and  a  keeper's  house,  this  summer.  In  the  Old 
Prison,  there  are  about  fifly  effective  cells,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety 
prisoners,  of  whom  six  are  females— four  lodged  in  a  cell ;  the  women 
all  in  one  room,  partly  under  ground." — ^Williah  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

The  New  Prison  in  Ohio  is  on  the  Auburn  plan. 
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2.  Silence  bt  Day  and  by  Night  in  Prison. — ^This  is  a  standing 
rule  in  all  the  reformed  Prisons.  Keep  the  ear  open,  and  the  mouth 
shut,  is  the  rule ;  and  surely,  if  it  be  true  every  where,  thai  the  tongue 
is  a  world  of  iniquity,  much  more  is  it  true  in  Prison.  An  attempt  has, 
therefore,  been  made,  in  the  reformed  Prisons,  to  govern  the  tongue. 
The  solitary  cell,  and  the  sentinel  always  on  duty  by  the  side  of  it,  does 
this  very  effectually  at  night,  and  never-failing  supervision  and  inspeo* 
tion  does  it  to  a  most  surprising  extent  by  day ;  so  that  evil  communi*' 
cation  is,  to  a  great  degree,  prevented. 

3.  Bibles  in  Prison. — ^The  solitary  cell  and  the  silent  solitude  of  a 
Prison  must  be  furnished  with  something  to  enlighten  the  understand- 
ing and  improve  the  heart.  By  common  consent,  the  Bible  appears  to 
be  the  Book  of  Books  for  this  purpose ;  and  although  many  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  it  is  intended  do  not  believe  it  at  first,  and  will  not  read 
it,  or,  if  they  read  it,  only  cavil  with  it,  still  there  are  many  cases  in 
which  it  has  fastened  an  arrow  in  the  conscience,  Which  no  human 
skill  could  take  away.  So  great  are  the  benefits  which  flow  from 
placing  a  small  Bible  with  a  prisoner  in  his  solitary  cell,  that  it  has 
become  almost  as  much  a  matter  of  course  to  see  it  lying  upon  the  little 
shelf,  as  to  see  the  fastening  of  the  door  which  secures  his  person. 
These  Bibles  are  generally  provided  by  a  law  of  the  state.  They  are 
read  exceedingly,  and  a  multitude  of  inquiries  are  raised  and  proposed 
to  the  chaplains  concerning  the  meaning  of  the  sacred  page.  Hun* 
dreda  of  leaves,  in  a  single  Bible,  are  sometimes  turned  down  to  assist 
the  memory  of  the  prisoner  in  referring  to  those  passages  concerning 
which  he  wants  instruction.  And  it  is  not  a  little  curious  how  pun- 
gent are  the  truths,  how  much  like  the  fire  and  the  hammer,  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  used  to  arrest  the  attention  of  these  men ;  so  that 
what  they  began  to  read,  perhaps,  with  no  good  design,  has  been  fas- 
tened in  the  conscience,  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place.  And  were  the 
question  now  to  be  asked,  whether  all  other  books  could  supply  the 
place  of  the  Bible  in  the  solitary  cell,  it  would  be  answered  by  all  the 
experience  of  the  reformed  Prisons  in  the  negative. 

"  In  Maine,  each  prisoner  in  the  State  Prison  has  a  Bible  or  Testa- 
ment; about  one  half  of  each.  Ail  can  read,  except  five;  some, 
however,  but  poorly.  Sixteen  have  learned  to  read  since  they  were 
committed  to  Prison.  They  scarcely  knew  a  letter  of  the  alphabet 
when  they  were  committed.  They  have  about  one  hour  each  day  to 
read  and  study  their  lessons,  which  they  are  required  to  recite  on  the 
Sabbath.  Bibles  and  Testaments  are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  well 
Bsed  and  much  read." — Joel  Milleb,  Warden, 

*^  In  New  Hampshire,  there  are  about  fifly  Bibles  in  the  State  Prison, 
and  there  will  be  more  when  the  New  Prison  is  occupied.  Four  of  the 
prisoners  cannot  read,  but  are  now  learning,  and  six  have  been  taught 
to  read  in  Prison.  They  are  not  able  to  read  evehings  in  the  Old 
Prison,  but  will  be  in  the  New  Prison.  The  Bibles  are,  generally, 
well  used,  and  read  often."— ^Abner  P.  Stinson,  Wcarden. 

"  In  Vermont,  each  cell  has  a  whole  Bible.  Several  of  the  prisoners 
have  been  taught  to  read  in  the  Prison.  The  cells,  generally,  are  light 
enough  to  enable  them  to  read  evenings,  and  many  of  them  devote 
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their  evening  hours  to  reading  the  Bible.  Since  confining  the  prisoners 
separately,  under  the  new  system,  the  Bible  is  well  used." — John  H. 
Cotton,  JYarden. 

**  In  Massachusetts,  the  whole  Bible  is  used,  and  each  cell  is  faroisb- 
ed  with  one.  Most  of  the  prisoners  can  read.  Many  have  been  in- 
structed, and  several  are  now  learning  to  read.  The  cells  are  suffi- 
ciently light  to  enable  the  inmates  to  read  during  the  day,  but  not  io 
the  evening.  The  Bibles  are,  apparently,  much  read.  The  convicts 
generally  improve  their  leisure  time,  at  meals  and  after  being  locked 
up  at  night,  in  reading  the  Scriptures." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jix., 
ivarden. 

**  In  Connecticut,  each  cell  in  the  State  Prison  is  supplied  with  the 
whole  Bible.  Ten  prisoners  have  been  taughi  to  read  in  the  Prison. 
The  cells  are  light  enough  to  enable  tbera  to  read  evenings,  and  the 
Bibles  are  well  used  and  much  read." 

'*  At  Auburn,  New  York,  each  prisoner  is  supplied  with  the  wbd* 
Bible.  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three,  who  seem  to  be  inc^paWu 
of  being  taught,  all  can  read,  or  are  learning.  About  fifty,  now  k 
Prison,  have  been  taught  to  read  ab  initio.  Many  others,  who  cool^ 
read  but  very  poorly  when  committed,  have  learned  to  read  fiuendv 
The  cells  are  not  light  enough  to  enable  them  to  read  evenings ;  and  tbr 
only  time  they  have  for  reading  is  on  the  Sabbath,  and,  during  the  looj 
days,  from  fifteen  minutes  to  an  hour  and  a  half,  after  they  are  locked 
up  for  the  night  With  scarcely  an  exception,  all  the  convicts  use 
their  Bibles  well  and  much.  They  usually  have  them  in  their  bands, 
whenever  they  can  read ;  and  read  them  through  again  and  again. 
Many  of  them  have  adopted  the  verse  system." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplcan. 

"  On  Blackwell's  island,  of  those  remaining  in  the  Penitentiary,  two 
thirds  can  read.  None  have  been  taught  to  read  in  the  Prison.  There 
are  plenty  of  Bibles,  and  time  to  read  on  the  Sabbath  and  in  the  ereo- 
ings,  as  the  lamps  give  light  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  read  at  night" 
J.  OoDEN  WooDRUPP,  Warden, 

"  In  Maryland,  each  cell  in  the  Penitentiary  is  supplied  with  a  Bible 
nnd  Testament.  All  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  to  read  before 
the  expiration  of  their  servitude.  The  time  afibrded  for  reading  is  after 
the  work  is  done  before  night.  After  dark,  the  cells  are  not  lighted." 
James  M'Evoy,  CUrk, 

"  In  Washington  city,  D.  C,  every  prisoner  in  the  Penitentiary  b 
supplied  with  the  whole  Bible.  Two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  can 
read.  None  have  been  taught  in  the  Prison.  They  can  read  daily, 
after  having  finished  their  work.  The  Bibles  are  much  read,  and  with 
careful  attention." — Isaac  Clarke,  Warden, 

"  In  Kentucky,  each  prisoner  in  the  State  Prison  is  supplied  with 
Bibles,  Testaments,  hymn,  or  spelling  book.  About  two  thirds  of  the 
prisoners  can  read  a  little,  and  they  are  all  taught  to  read  a  little,  io  the 
Pri^n.  They  have  no  other  time  but  the  Sabbath  to  read.  By  some, 
the  Bibles  are  badly  used ;  by  others,  well  used." — Joel  Scott,  TVardm. 

"  In  Ohio,  each  cell  in  the  Penitentiary  is  supplied  with  a  Bible. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  prisoner^  can  read ;  but  few  have  been  tangb 
in  the  Prison,  and  the  Bible  is  not  much  used." — ^Wiluam  Gault, 
Warden, 
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4  RssiDKNT  Chaplains  in  Prison. — ^The  living  teacher  is  as  ner 
cessary  in  a  Prison  as  the  inspired  volume.  *'  It  pleases  God,  hy  the 
foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save  them  that  believe."  If  the  means  of 
God's  appointment  had  been  sooner  used,  the  reform  in  Prisons  had 
DOt  been  so  long  delayed.  Since  resident  chaplains  have  been  intro- 
duced, numerous  cases  of  reformation  have  occurred,  and  till  then, 
very  few.  The  present  chaplain  at  Charlestown  was  the  first  resident 
chaplain  at  Auburn,  and  the  first  in  this  country.  In  imitation  of  him, 
a  number  of  others  have  been  introduced ;  and  in  conversation  with 
the  persons  who  have  been  reformed  in  Prison,  and  have  shown  it  in 
the  life  after  their  discharge,  it  is  most  interesting  to  see  how  the  whole 
process  of  reformation  is  interwoven  with  the  visits,  the  conversation, 
and  the  preaching  of  the  chaplain.  The  expressions  of  attachment  are 
strong,  and  often  recurring ;  the  gratitude  flows  out  from  the  hearts  of 
these  unfortunate  men  towards  them.  Said  one,  '*  Iwas  sitting  down 
at  my  work  in  the  north  wing,  and  the  chaplain  came  along.^*  Again : 
"/  was  in  my  ceU,  and  Mr.  C.  was  at  the  door"  And  in  another 
place,  *'  Me  put  me  in  the  way  to  save  my  soul,  which  I  shall  ev^  love 
him  for,  while  God  gives  me  breath;'*  and  finally,  **  I  was  falling  down 
into  hell  headlong,  and  he  hauled  me  out ;  that  is  the  reason  I  love  him'* 

'<  In  Maine,  there  are  two  chaplains,  who  are  not  resident  chaplains, 
but  attend  alternately  to  the  duty  one  hour  and  a  half,  each  Sabbath,  of 
Sabbath  school  instruction  and  other  religious  services.  The  chaplains 
devote  no  other  time  to  the  prisoners,  either  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during 
the  week.  About  one  hour  is  devoted  to  Sabbath  school  instruction, 
and  about  one  half  that  time  to  other  religious  services." — ^Joel  Mii^ 
LER,  Warden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  the  chaplain  is  one  of  the  preachers  in  the 
town  of  Concord,  and  not  a  resident  chaplain.  He  devotes  one  hour 
and  a  half,  on  Sabbath  morning,  to  preaching  a  sermon.  The  prison- 
ers are  kept  in  their  cells  the  rest  of  the  day,  except  at  meal  time." — 
Abner  p.  Stinson,  Warden. 

**^  In  Vermont,  there  is  a  resident  chaplain,  who  receives  from  the 
state  a  salary  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  He  preaches  on 
the  Sabbath  forenoon  and  afternoon,  attends  prayers  daily  before  shut- 
ting up  at  evening,  accompanied  by  reading  the  Scriptures  and  a  short 
exposition  on  the  chapter  read;  visits  the  Prison  daily,  and  takes 
opportunity  to  converse  with  the  prisoners  at  their  cells." — John  H. 
Cotton,  Warden. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  the  State  Prison  is  highly  favored  in  enjoying 
the  services  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  who  is  the  regular  chaplain  of 
the  establishment.  His  time  is  almost  constantly  employed  in  the  high 
and  important  duties  committed  to  his  charge.  Religious  services  are 
performed  twice  a  day  and  on  the  Sabbath,  together  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Sabbath  school.  The  daily  services  consist  of  reading  the 
Scriptures  and  prayer,  and  frequent  exhortations ;  besides,  the  chaplain 
is  in  the  constant  practice  of  private  conversation  with  the  prisoners. 
He  superintends  the  Sabbath  school  from  twenty  minutes  past  ten, 
about  one  hour  and  a  half,  conducts  public  worship  from  the  close  of 
the  Sabbath  school  about  one  hour  and  a  half.  After  this,  the  prison- 
ers  are  locked  up  for  the  day." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 
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"  In  ConnecticQt,  there  is  a  resident  chaplain,  who  receiTes  a  sahrj 
of  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum  from  the  state.  He  devotes  from  two 
to  three  hours  per  day  to  the  duties  oi  his  office.  He  attends  mormng 
and  evening  prayers  with  the  prisoners,  and  accompanies  the  same  with 
reading  the  Scriptures.  One  hour  is  i^nt  in  the  Sabbath  school,  two 
hours  in  public  worship,  and  from  five  to  six  hours  in  the  cells." 

*'  At  Auburn,  the  chaplain  attends  evening  prayers  (not  momiflg) 
with  the  convicts,  accompanied  with  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures: 
afler  which,  he  usually  spends  about  half  an  hour  (the  remainder  of  the 
time  before  ringing  to  hed)  in  attending  to  the  call  of  the  convicts,  at 
their  cells.  Two  hours  of  the  Sabbath  are  spent  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
about  two  in  public  worship,  fix>m  one  to  two  in  eating  and  airing,  and 
the  remainder  in  the  cells.  The  chaplain  spends  the  afternoon  in  visil> 
ing  from  cell  to  cell,  in  giving  tracts,  &lc.  &lc" — B.  C.  Smith,  €%ap2aa 

'<  On  Black  well's  island  there  is  no  chaplain  specially  fortheiaraD^" 
—J.  Ogden  Woodruff,  Warden, 

'*  In  Maryland,  no  chaplain  is  employed  by  the  Peaitentiaiy ;  Vat 
religions  exercises  are  performed,  every  Sunday  morning,  by  preachcn 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  society,  the  Penitentiary  being  one  of  their 
regular  appointments.  Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  religioas 
service,  the  hours  are  spent  in  the  school.  Occasionally,  a  sermoo  is 
preached  in  the  afternoon  by  volunteer  ministers ;  but  no  arrangement 
exists  by  which  a  Feligions  service  in  the  afrernoon  has  been  le&derod 
regularly  certain."— James  M'Evot,  Cierk. 

**  In  Washington,  D.  C,  there  is  a  chaplain  in  the  Penitentiary.  He 
preaches  one  sermon  on  the  Sabbath ;  does  not  attend  morning  aiul 
evening  prayers." — Isaac  Clarke,  Warden, 

'*  In  Kentucky,  there  is  no  chaplain  in  the  Penitentiary.  The  place 
is  attended  by  Methodist  preachers.  The  Sabbath  is  spent  in  the  cellS) 
until  breakfast,  when  they  all  come  out,  prepare  and  eat  breakfast, 
spend  two  hours  in  the  school,  and  then  return  to  their  cells,  and  staj 
until  dinner.  They  are  brought  out  to  air,  and  afterwards  two  boon 
more  are  spent  in  school ;  and,  if  there  is  no  public  worship,  they  are 
returned  to  their  cells  until  Monday  morning." — Joel  Scott,  Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  there  is  no  chapel,  nor  any  room  in  which  it  would  be 
possible  to  assemble,  and,  therefore,  no  chaplain." — ^William  W.Gaclt, 
*  Warden. 

5.  Sabbath  Schools  in  Prison. — ^The  first  Sabbath  school  in 
Prison,  in  the  United  States  (so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends),  was 
organized  by  the  then  resident  chaplain  at  Auburn.  This  was  one  of 
the  favorable  results  of  having  a  resident  chaplain  ;  because,  probably, 
no  other  person,  except  one  who  was  favorably  known  to  the  inapoctors 
and  the  officers  for  wisdom  and  prudence,  could  have  introduced  into 
that  Prison  a  system  of  Sabbath  school  instruction :  the  chaplain  was 
able  to  do  it,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  without  violating  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Prison.  The  number  of  prisoners  at  first 
introduced  was  about  fifty ;  which  number  was  afterwards  increased  to 
one  hundred,  and  subsequently  to  a  larger  number.  The  officers  of 
the  Prison  cheerfiilly  cooperated  with  the  chaplain  in  the  additional 
labors  brought  upon  them,  by  this  new  feature  in  their  system  of  Prison 
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4iiscip1me.  The  inspectors  and  commissioners  of  tfae  legislature  were 
much  gratified  with  >it8  beneficial  results ;  the  students  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  cheerfully  came  into  the  school  as  teachers ;  and  one 
of  them  was  appointed  superintendent,  who  has  since  become  the  resi- 
<ici\t  chaplain.  The  utility  of  this  school  has  not  been  mole  apparent, 
upon  the  minds  of  the  teachers  and  the  taught,  than  as  an  example, 
which  has  been  extensively  imitated ;  so  that  a  Sabbath  school  in  Prison 
is  geaerally  considered,  at  the  present  time,  essential  in  a  good  system 
of  Prison  discipline.  We  estimate  the  number  of  schools  in  the  Prisons 
in  the  United  States  to  be  not  less  than  ten,  the  number  of  teachers 
about  seven  hundred,  and  the  number  of  scholars  about  fifteen  hundred. 

*'In  Maine,  there  are  four  Sabbath  school  teachers  in  the  State 
Prison,  exclusive  of  the  chaplain.  The  average  number  of  scholars  is 
seventy-eight.  One  hour  is  devoted  to  Sabbath  school  instruction.  The 
chaplain  ssperintends  the  Sabbath  school,  and  the  clerk  and  overseers 
of  the  Prison  are  his  assistants.  The  convicts  generally  take  a  deep 
interest  in  the  school,  and  it  is,  by  the  most  of  them,  highly  esteemed." 
—Joel  Miller,  Wardm. 

**In  New  Hampshire,  there  has  been  no  Sabbath  school  in  the  State 
Prison  during  the  past  year,  in  conseqttence  of  building  the  New 
Prison ;  but  four  convicts,  who  cannot  read,  are  now  learning  to  read, 
and  six  have  been  taught  in  the  Prison.  There  has  been  a  Sabbath 
school,  and  will  be  again,  as  soon  as  the  new  discipline  is  introduced." 
•~Abner  p.  Stinsok,  Warden. 

"  In  Vermont,  the  chaplain  is  the  only  Sabbath  school  teacher.  He 
has  a  school  or  Bible  class  of  about  twenty-five  members,  and  devotes 
his  time  to  it,  in  the  interval  of  public  worship,  and  again  after  the 
afternoon  service.  The  prisoners,  while  engaged  in  the  class,  appear 
tovalne  it  highly.*' — John  H.  Cotton,  Warden. 

"  In  Massachusetts,  the  number  of  teachers  in  the  State  Prison  Sab- 
hath  school  varies  from  twenty  to  thirty.  They  are  gentlemen  from 
several  rdigioos  societies  in  Boston,  Charlestown,  and  from  the  Divinity 
Sched  in  Harvard  Colle^."  They  do  the  duty  alternately  fi>om  the 
different  religions  societies;  twelve  or  fourteen  societies  being  con- 
cerned in  the  course  of  instruction ;  so  that  a  very  large  number  of 
I^rsons,  in  the  lapse  of  a  year,  are  engaged  in  Sabbath  school  instruc- 
tion in  this  Prison.  *<  About  one  hundred  and  fifteen  prisoners  are 
admitted  to  the  school.  The  warden  and  deputy  warden  attend  alter- 
nately. The  chaplain  is  the  superintendent.  Most  of  the  copvicts 
appear  to  Talue  the  school,  and  as  to  its  usefiilness  there  can  be  no 
doubt" — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden, 

**  In  Connecticut,  there  are  ten  Sabbath  school  teachers,  and  one 
hundred  scholars,  in  the  State  Prison.  The  chaplain  has  the  superin- 
tendence; gentlemen  living  in  the  neighborhood  are  engaged  as 
teachers ;  one  hour  is  spent  in  the  instruction  of  the  school,  and  the 
school  is  valaed  by  most  of  the  prisoners." 

**  At  Auburn,  the  Sabbadi  Bchool  teachers  in  the  Prison,  including 
the  superintendent,  are  thirty-seven  ;  scholars,  two  hundred,  and  grad- 
ually increasing.  Hours  of  instruction,  from  eight  o'clock  to  ten  in  the 
looming.  The  school  is  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
chaplain*    The  teachers,  who  are  members  of  the  Tbeological  Semi- 
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nary,  select  one  of  their  number  to  take  the  ioimediate  or ersight  of  it 
The  fact  that  the  chaplain  is  consuntly  pressed  with  applications  for 
admission  into  the  school,  shows  in  what  estimation  it  is  held  by  the 
convicts  in  general.  Exclusion  from  the  school  is  found  to  be  one  of 
the  most  effectual  modes  of  punishment  for  disorderly  conduct  in  it"— 
B.  G.  Smith,  Chaplain, 

<'  On  Blackwell's  island,  there  is  at  present  no  Sabbath  school  for 
those  remaining  on  the  island."— J.  Ogdkn  Woodruff,  Warden, 

"  In  Maryland,  those  of  the  convicts  who  were  originally  unable  to 
read  in  the  Penitentiary,  have  been  formed  into  a  Sabbath  school,  whieh 
is  conducted  by  ten  volunteer  teachers  from  the  city.  The  number  at 
present  belonging  to  this  school  is  two  hundred  and  eleven,  of  wboo 
sixty-eight  are  white,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-three  colored— in 
various  stages  of  improvement.  The  school  is  highly  valued  bj  the 
prisoners,  particularly  by  the  colored  prisoners,  and  is  useful,  inasmuch 
as  the  members  all  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  to  read  before  the 
expiration  of  their  sentence."— James  M'Evor,  Cio'k, 

**  In  Washington,  there  is  no  €abbath  school  in  the  Penitentiary.*— 
Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 

**  In  Kentucky,  there  are  two  regular  Sabbath  school  teachers. 
Nearly  all  the  prisoners  are  scholars.  Four  hours,  each  day,  are  de- 
voted to  instruction.  The  superintendent  of  the  Prison  has  the  care  of 
the  school.  The  teachers  are  such  gentlemen  as  are  employed  by  him. 
Some  of  the  prisoners  are  very  much  pleased,  and  others  displeased, 
with  the  school." — ^Joel  Scott»  Warden, 

**  In  Ohio,  there  is  neither  school  nor  chapel  attached  to  the  Prisoa ; 
neither  is  there  any  room  that  it  would  be  possible  to  teach  in ;  there- 
fore there  are  no  Sabbath  school  teachers." — ^William  W.  Gault, 
Warden, 

6.  Horning  and  Evening  Praters  in  Prison. — ^Thia  peculiarity 
of  the  present  system  of  Prison  discipline  owes  its  existence  to  the  resi- 
dent chaplains.  It  was  introduced  first  at  Auburn  by  the  present  chap- 
lain in  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  and  the  service  was  performed  in  the 
area  in  front  of  ihe  cells,  after  the  prisoners  were  locked  up  for  the 
night  The  voice  of  prayer,  falling  upon  the  ear  of  the  prisoner  in  his 
solitary  cell,  was  the  last  sound  of  the  human  voice  which  was  beard 
before  the  silence  of  the  night ;  and  it  is  difficult  lo  conceive  of  any 
thing  more  calculated  to  reclaim  the  wanderer,  and  lead  him  to  repoit- 
ance.  The  system  of  morning  and  evening  prayers  is  adopted  only  m 
those  Prisons  where  there  are  resident  chaplains.  We  have  known 
only  a  solitary  instance  in  which  any  other  officer  of  a  Prison  has  been 
willing  to  discharge  this  duty. 

7.  Patient  Indubtrt  in  PRisoN.^The  rule,  with  one  pn  two  «- 
ceptions,  in  all  the  reformed  Prisons,  is  to  work  from  morning  till 
night,  six  days  in  the  week,  with  no  other  cessatkm  than  what  is  neces* 
nary  for  taking  food  and  attending  morning  and  evening  prayers.  Gif- 
ing  tasks,  and  allowing  the  men  to  be  masters  of  their  own  time  when 
4ie  task  is  done,  is  not  a  feature  in  the  new  system  of  Prison  discipline. 
In  the  Prison,  or  Prisons,  where  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  system,  and  in 
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nil  the  old  Prisons  where  it  was  formerly,  the  period  of  time  after  the 
task  is  done  is  a  period  of  disorder,  altogether  inconsistent  with  our 
ideas  of  a  good  system  of  Prison  discipline.  The  reasons  assigned 
against  the  system  of  allowing  daily  tasks  in  Prison,  and  permitting  the 
prisoners  to  work  for  themselves  after  these  tasks  are  done,  are  staled  at 
length  in  the  First  Report  of  this  Society,  page  30,  and  are  confirmed  by 
eight  years'  obserralion  and  experience.  The  only  good  and  sufficient 
rule  appears  to  be  that  which  requires  patient  and  constant  labor ;  and 
the  only  good  practice  to  see  that  it  is  performed. 

8.  Attention  to  Cleanliness  in  Prison.— »In  some  of  the  old 
Prisons,  the  persons  of  the  convicts  were  clothed  in  filthy  rags ;  they 
were  seldom  shaved  or  purified  with  water ;  their  night  rooms  were  not 
swept,  scrubbed  or  whitewashed ;  their  beds,  if  they  had  any,  were  too 
filthy  for  Ascription  ;  cutaneous  diseases  were  extended,  if  not  gen- 
erated, and  vermin  were  common.  In  the  new  Prisons,  the  persons  of 
the  convicts  are  sufficiently  well  clothed  during  the  week ;  but  we 
know  t>f  m»  one  which  allows  a  suit  of  clothes  appropriate  to  the  Sab- 
bath, a  regulation  which  we  hope  soon  to  see  universally  adopted ; 
water,  eoap  and  towels  are  abundantly  furnished  for  daily  purification  ; 
the  rooms  extensively  are  scrubbed  weekly  or  monthly,  and  white- 
washed monthly  or  quarterly ;  the  beds  are  comfortable  and  clean ; 
cutaneous  diseases  and  vermin  are  seldom  found.  In  numerous  cases, 
the  reformed  Prisons  are  an  example  of  neatness. 

**  In  Maine,  the  prisoners  are  fiirnished,  every  Sabbath  morning, 
with  a  clean  suit  of  clothes,  which  they  wear  chroagh  the  week.  All 
the  rooms  and  ceOs  are  whitewashed  twice  a  year,  and  scrubbed  as 
ofken  as  twice  a  week ;  soap  and  towels  are  allowed  the  convicts  once 
a  week,  but  the  prisoners  wash  themselves  every  day.  The  prisoners* 
shirts  are  washed  every  week,  and  their  other  clothing  as  often  as  is 
aeeessary.  There  is  a  bath  for  the  stone-cutters,  and  they  are  required 
to  bathe  in  it  every  night  in  warm  weather.  When  prisoners  are  re- 
ceived into  the  Prison,  all  their  clothes  are  stripped  off,  and  an  entire 
new  s«it  given  them."— Joel  Miller,  Warden. 

**  In  New  Hampshire,  the  prisoners  have  no  Sabbath  suit.  The 
Prison  is  whitewashed  twice  a  year,  and  the  New  Prison  wiO  be  oftener. 
Soap  and  towels  are  fornished  to  the  prisoners,  and  they  are  required  to 
wash  themselves  daily.  The  Prison  dress  does  not  admit  of  washing, 
except  the  shirts,  which  are  washed  weekly,  and  sometimes  twice  a 
week.  There  is  no  bath  ;  but  the  prisoners,  when  first  received,  are 
thoroughly  cleansed,  and  fornished  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes." — Abner 
P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

**  In  Vermont,  the  prisoners  have  no  suit  of  clothes  exclusively  for 
the  Sabbath.  The  New  Prison  and  cells  are  whitewashed  twice  a 
year ;  floors  and  galleries  scrubl)ed  once  a  month,  if  required.  Soap 
and  towels  are  fornished  each  cell,  and  prisoners  are  required  to  wash 
twice  a  day.  The  Prison  dress,  particulariy  for  the  summer,  will  admit 
of  it,  and  is  frequently  washed.  The  shirts  are  washed  weekly.  There 
is  no  bath.  The  prisoners  are  thoroughly  cleansed  when  they  enter 
the  Prison,  and  attired  in  the  uniform  of  the  Prison.  They  shave  twice 
a  veek/'--^IoBN  H.  Cotton*  WardoL 


'( In  Maflsachusetts,  the  prisoDen  wear  the  sane  Bait  of  olothea  on 
the  Sabbath  as  on  other  days.  The  Prison  is  thoroughly  whitewashed 
once  or  twice  a  yeas,  and  the  cells  more  frequently.  Scrubbing  is  not 
practised  ;  the  floors  are  whitewashed.  Soap  and  towels  are  furnished, 
and  the  prisoners  are  required  to  wash  at  least  once  a  day.  The  Prison 
dress  is  occasionally  washed.  There  is  a  eonvenient  place  for  bathing, 
and  the  convicts  are  allowed  five  or  ten  minutes,  once  or  twice  a  week 
during  the  warm  season,  for  that  exercise.  On  reception  of  a  prisoner, 
he  is  washed,,  shaved,  and  his  hair  cut  short,  and  he  is  furnished  with 
clean  Prison  clothes.'^- — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

*'  In  Connecticut,  the  prisoners  have  no  suit  of  clothes  appr^riate  t» 
the  Sabbath.  The  rooms  are  whitewashed  once  a  month,  and  scrob' 
bed  once  a  week.  Soap  and  towels  are  iiirnished,  and  the  prisonen 
are  required  to  wash  themselves  daily.  The  Prison  dress  is  such  as  io 
admit  of  it,  and  is  washed  weekly.  There  is  a  batii.  The  prisoners 
change  their  dkess,  and  are  thoroi]^hly  cleansed,,  when  they  are  re- 
ceived."" 

"  At  Auburn,  the  convicts  always  have  a  dean  suit  of  cfothes  for  the 
Sabbath,  but  not  a  different  kind  from  their  working  suit.  The  rooms, 
in  the  summer  season,  are  swept  daily,  scrubbed  weekly,  and  white- 
washed monthly  (or  ofiener ;  one  man  is  whitewashing  constantly) ;  m 
cold  weather,  not  so  frequently,  but  often  enough  to  keep  them  perfeetlj 
dean  and  wholesome.  The  convicts  are  furnished  with  soap  and 
towel's,  and  are  required  to  wash  daily,  at  least :  many,  of  them  da 
oftener.  Their  shirts  and  stockings  are  always  washed  weekly,  aod.ir 
employed  about  work  that  is  not  dean,  all  the  other  articles  of  tbeir 
dress  likewise.  No  one  wears  any  article  of  dress  longer  than  a  fort' 
night  without  exchanging  it  lor  a  clean  one.  During  the  warm  iqrat&t 
a  certain  portion  of  the  convicts,  say  one  tenth,  are  required  to  bathe  io 
a  large  reservoir  every  Saturday  afternoon.  Every  convict,  on  entering 
iA»  Prison,  is  thoroughly  cleansed  from  head  to  loot,  and  then  clad  in  a 
dean  Prison  dress.'' — B.  C.  Smith»  CkcfpUnn^ 

"  On  Blackwell's  island,  the  prisoners  have  no  dress  q>eeiaUy  ftr  the 
Sabbath.  The  Prison  is  regularly  whitewashed  four  times  a  year.  The 
floors  of  the  cdls  are  not  scrubbed,  being  of  stone,  but  cfeansed  with 
lime.  Soap  and  towels  are  not  furnish^ ;  btH  the  prisoners  are  re- 
quired to  wash  every  morning  at  the  waterside.  The  dress  ibr  winter 
is  woollen,  and  is  not  washed  until  it  is  worn  out ;  consequently  it 
becomes,  not  unfrei^ently,  very  dirty.  The  shirts  and  summer  panta^ 
loons,  which  are  made  of  tow  cbth,  are  washed  regularly  once  a  week. 
All  prisoners  change  their  dress  when  received,  and  put  on  clean 
clothes,  but  are  not  washed." — J.  Ogdbn  Wooorufp,  Warden. 

**  In  Maryland,  there  is  no  dress  peculiarly  appropriated  to  the  Sab< 
hath  in  the  Penitentiary.  The  rooms  generdly  are  whitewashed  aboot 
twice  a  year.  The  lodging  looms  are  scrubbed  about  twice  a  week. 
The  priiiooers  are  required  to  wash  themselves  at  the  pumps  in  the  yard 
every  morBing  on  leaving  the  ceHs.  Large  towels  fin-  their  acconuDO- 
dation  are  hung  upon  rollers  in  various  parts  of  the  shops.  The  Prison 
dress  for  the  winter  is  made  of  cotton  and  wod ;  for  the  summer,  of 
cotton  only.  The  shirts  and  stockings  and  summer  clothing  are  washed 
once  a  w.eek«    The  dress  is  changed  every  Sabbath  morning.    There 
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b  no  general  bath  belonging  to  the  institution.  The  prisoners  change 
their  dress,  and  they  are  thoroughly  cleansed,  when  they  are  receiv^. 
The  dress  which  they  bring  with  them  is  carefully  preserved  for  them 
until  their  discharge." — ^James  M'Etot,  Clerk. 

**  In  Washington,  D.C.,  the  prisoners  are  required  to  appear  per* 

fecdy  clean,  in  order  to  go  to  the  chapel.     The  rooms  are  swept  daily, 

scrubbed  weekly,  and  whitewashed  monthly.     Soap  and  towels  are 

furnished,    and  the  prisoners  are  required*  to  wash  themselves  daily. 

The  Prison  dress  does  admit  of  washing,  and  each  prisoner  has  his 

clothes  washed  weekly.     There  is  a  bath ;   and,  during  the  warm  sea* 

son,  the  prisoners  are  required  to  bathe  once  a  week,  i.  e.  on  every 

Saturday  evening.    The  first  thing  that  is  done  on  the  reception  of  a 

prisoner,  is  to  cut  his  hair  as  close  to  his  head  as  possible ;  then  he  is 

made  to  wash  in  warm  water  with  soap  until  thoroughly  cleansed,  when 

he  is  clad  in  the  Prison  dress.     After  this,  he  is  examined  by  the  phy* 

acian  and  warden,  and,  if  pronounced  well,  is  immediately  put  to  work. 

This  is  done  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  disease  among  the  pri^n- 

ers.*' — Isaac  Clarke,  Warden. 

"In  Kentucky,  they  whitewash  the  rooms  three  or  fourHimes  a  year* 
scrub  the  rooms  very  frequently  in  dry,  warm  weather.  Soap  and 
towels  are  furnished  the  prisoners,  and  they  are  required  to  wash  every 
morning.  The  prisoners'  ck>thes  in  summer  are  linen ;  in  winter, 
woollen.  The  men  wash  themselves,  and  shave,  and  put  on  clean 
clothes,  every  Saturday  evening.  There  is  no  bath.  When  a  prisoner 
is  received,  he  is  washed,  shaved  and  dressed  in  the  Prison  dress,  and 
examined  as  to  his  health.'' — Joel  Scott,  Warden. 

**  In  Ohio,  the  rooms  are  whitewashed  once  in  three  or  four  months, 
and  scrubbed  once  a  month.  Soap  and  towels  are  furnished,  and  the 
prisoners  are  required  to  wash  as  soon  as  the  cell  is  unlocked  in  the 
morning,  and  before  they  retire  at  night.  The  summer  dress,  of  cotton 
and  linen,  is  washed  once  a  week ;  all  clean  on  Sabbath  morning. 
There  is  no  bath."— William  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

9.  Thorough  Ventilation  in  Prison. — Each  cell  in  the  reformed 
Prisons  has  a  permanent  ventilator.      We  know  of  no  departure  from 
this  principle,  except  in  one  instance,  in  regard  to  two  hundred  cells  ; 
and  this  is  so  great  an  evil,  that  we  hope  it  will  be  corrected,  without 
its  ever  beinsr  known  to  the  world  that  it  exists.     If  it  shall  be  thus 
corrected,  we  shall  cheerfully  desist  from  ever  publishing  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  such  a  departure,  in  a  model  Prison,  from  one  of  the 
most  simple  and  important  principles  of  Prison  architecture.     With 
this  exception,  the  cells  of  reformed  Prisons  have  permanent  ventila- 
tors, extending  from  the  rear  of  the  cell  to  the  roof,  or  upper  loll.    They 
have  also  doors,  consisting  wholly,  or  in  part,  of  an  open  ^ate,  that 
the  pure  air  may  have  free  access  from  the  area,  while  the  impure  air 
escapes  through  the  ventilator  in  the  rear  of  the  cell.     And  the  area, 
from  which  the  air  b  admitted  into  the  cell,  is  ventilated  in  some  in" 
stances  with  as  many  small  windows  as  there  are  cell  doors ;  and  in 
others,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  large  windows  and  skylights ;  so 
^ftt,  on  the  whole,  there  are  few  sleeping  apartments  to  be  found  more 
Roughly  ventilated  than  the  solitary  cells  in  the  reformed  Prisons. 
9  B3 
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10.  Improysbibnt  of  Health  in  Prison.-*— The  mortalilj  id  dd 
and  bad  Prisons  was  not  surprising  at  from  six  to  ten  per  ceat 
The  mortality  in  the  new  Prisons  varies  from  (me  to  three  per  ceoL 
This  is  a  general  remark^  applicable  lo  both  the  old  and  the  nev 
Prisons,  when  no  extraordinary  or  epidemic  disease  prevails.  Tbe 
general  health  of  the  new  Prisons  is  as  favorable  as  that  of  the  popok* 
tion  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Prison  ;  which  is,  perhaps,  as  much  as  cooU 
be  asked  or  expected  in  behalf  of  those  who  are  convicted  and  confioed 
for  crime. 

'<  In  Maine,  there  has  been  but  one  death  in  the  State  Prison  dving 
the  last  year ;  number  of  prisoners,  ninety*three;  no  prevailing  sick- 
ness. The  average  number  who  lodge  in  the  hoq>ital  is  aboot 
twenty-three ;  some  of  these,,  however,  are  heallhy  convicts,  who  ire 
lodged  in  dormitories  connected  with  the  hospital,  because  the  nomber 
of  cells  is  insufficient  for  the  whole  number  of  prisoners.  A  prisoDer  is 
nurse  in  the  hospital.  The  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  intended  to  pre- 
vent evil  communication  in  the  hospital,  and  it  generally  has  tbit 
effect." — Joel  Miller,  Warden, 

'*  In  New  Hampshire,  there  was  no  death  in  the  State  Prison  daring 
the  last  year;  whole  number  of  prisoners,  eighty-five;  average  numb^ 
in  the  hospital,  about  two  for  the  last  two  years.     The  discipline  of  tbe 
Prison  does  extend  to  the  hospital.     A  prisoner  is  the  nurse." — Abnix  \ 
P.  Stinson,  Warden. 

'*  In  Vermont,  there  was  one  death,  last  year,  iu  the  State  Prisofi; 
whole  number  of  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  eight ;  average  number  of 
sick  in  the  hospital  through  the  year,  not  more  than  two.  No  prevailiag 
sickness.  Situated  as  the  hospital  is,  the  convicts  confined  in  tbe  hos- 
pital cannot  be  wholly  prevented  from  communicating  with  each  other. 
A  prisoner,  who  has  proved  faithful  and  obedient  since  confinement, 
has  been  selected  as  nurse  to  the  hospital." — ^John  H.  Cottqk,  Warden. 

'*  In  Massachusetts,  there  were  five  deaths  in  the  State  Prison  duriag 
the  year  ending  March  31,  1833.  About  one  hundred  and  eighty  or 
ninety  convicts  were  attacked  more  or  less  severely  with  the  cholera, 
in  the  month  of  August ;  but,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  no  one 
of  them  died.  With  this  exception,  a  good  degree  of  health  prevailed 
in  the  Prison.  The  hospital  is  brought  under  the  discipline  of  tbe 
Prison,  as  far  as  it  can  be,  under  the  disadvantages  of  an  ill-constructed 
and  badly-located  apartment  which  is  used  for  a  hospital.  In  the 
absence  of  the  physician  and  the  officers,  the  hospital  is  under  the  care 
of  a  convict,  who  acts  as  nurse  of  that  department." — Charles  Lin- 
coln, JuN.,  Warden, 

**  In  Connecticut,  there  were  three  deaths  in  the  State  Prison  during 
tbe  last  year ;  whole  number  of  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  eighty-six. 
No  prevailing  sickness.  Average  number  in  the  hospitalt  three.  Tbe 
discipline  of  the  Prison  does  not  extend  to  the  hospital  so  far  as  to  pte* 
vent  evil  communication  among  the  convicts.    A  prisoner  is  nurse. 

*'  At  Auburn,  there  were  twelve  deaths  during  the  last  year ;  whole 
number  of  prisoners,  six  hundred  and  eighty-three.  No  prevailing 
sickness.  The  average  number  in  the  hospital  is  about  seven.  A 
trusty  convict  is  selected  for  nurse,  and  to  him  is  committed  the  charge 
of  the  hospital,  with  little  other  supervision,  except  at  night  and  on  the 
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Sabbttby  when  the  officer  on  duty  looks  in  every  half  hour.  Generally, 
they  have  been  ao  fortunate  as  to  find  a  convict  who  would  keep  good 
order  in  this  department ;  but  this  is  the  weak  point  in  the  discipline  of 
the  institution." — B.  C,  Smith,  Chaplain. 

"  In  Maryland,  the  average  number  in  the  hospital,  confined  to  the 
bed,  is  about  eight ;  the  number  daily  prescribed  for,  about  twenty. 
Hospital  nurses,  of  whom  there  are  generally  two,  are  selected  from 
among  the  convicts.  The  cholera  prevailed  in  the  Prison  during  the 
last  year ;  a  particular  account  of  which,  and  of  the  deaths  in  conse- 
quence, is  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the  directors." — James 
M'EvoY,  Clerk. 

"  In  Washington,  there  has  been  no  death  in  the  Penitentiary  in  two 
years ;  whole  number  of  prisoners,  forty.  There  was,  during  the  last 
year,  a  single  case  of  the  cholera,  but  no  death.  There  have  been  but 
two  in  the  hospital  during  the  year.  A  keeper  has  charge  of  the 
ho^ital,  which  is  included  in  the  discipline  of  the  Prison,  and  no  con- 
versation or  communication  by  any  means  is  there  allowed." — Isaac 
Clarke,  Wartlen. 

"  In  Kentucky,  there  was  one  death  in  the  Penitentiary  last  year ; 
whole  number  of  prisoners,  eighty-four.  There  was  no  cholera,  or  any 
prevailing  disease,  during  the  year.  The  number  in  the  hospital  would 
hardly  average  one  per  day.  The  hospital  is  attended  by  a  physician, 
and  nursed  by  a  convict,  closely  attended  by  a  keeper."--JoEL  Scott, 
Warden, 

"  In  Ohio,  there  has  been  but  one  death  since  the  present  keeper 
has  had  charge  of  the  Prison,  and  that  of  consumption.  There  was  qo 
cholera  in  the  Prison  during  the  last  year,  but  several  cases  of  cholera 
morbus.  No  epidemic  disease.  The  .average'  number  in  the  hospital 
is  about  twenty/' — ^William  W.  Gault,  Warden. 

11.  Upright  and  good  Officers  in  Prison. — We  bear  a  cheerful 
testimony  to  the  integrity,  authority,  mildness  and  humanity  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  superintendents  of  our  State  Prisons.  We  have  looked 
o?er,  with  some  care,  a  list  of  our  acquaintance  among  them  ;  and  we 
find  but  two  or  three  who  do  not,  in  our  judgment,  sustain  a  high  and 
honorable  character  in  each  of  these  particulars.  This  is  the  more 
important,  because,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  situation  in  life,  where 
integrity,  for  instance,  is  more  necessary,  so  there  are  very  few  in 
which  the  materials  of  which  a  man  is  made  are  more  thoroughly  tried. 
If  he  can  be  made  to  do  it,  he  is  living  among  those  who  will  cause  him 
to  swerve  from  the  path  of  duty.  If  he  stands  firm,  he  is  an  object  of 
admiration.  In  this  situation,  if  in  any,  an  honest  man  is  a  noble  work 
of  God  ;  and  we  should  recommend  to  no  man,  who  is  not  well  tried 
and  thoroaghly  fortified,  to  expose  himself  in  this  service.  No  novice, 
no  weak  and  inofifensive  man,  no  doubtful  character,  is  qualified  to  be 
the  superintendent  of  a  State  Prison.  The  office  requires  high  and 
manly  qualifications :  experience,  patience,  honesty,  mildness  and  au- 
Uiority  are  all  necessary  to  a  successful  discharge  of  its  duties.  The 
United  States  are  favored,  at  the  present  time,  with  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  gentlemen  of  this  character,  in  thia  office.  So  far  as  it  is 
otherwise,  a  change  cannot  be  effected  too  soon;  the  public  good 
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scarcely  requires  more  imperiouslj  that  the  judges  on  the  hench  m  oor 
.courts  of  justice  should  be  honest  men,  than  that  the  superintendents 
of  our  State  Prisons  should  possess  this  character.  It  is  matter  of  con- 
gratulation that  so  many  of  them  are  what  they  ought  to  be. 

The  subordinate  officers,  too,  in  these  institutions,  are  many  of  them 
respectable  men ;  neither  profane,  nor  intemperate,  nor  familiar  with 
the  convicts,  nor  fond  of  foolish  jesting  with  each  other ;  but  faithful  at 
their  posts  of  duty,  respectful  to  their  superior  officers  and  to  visitors; 
feeling,  in  common  with  all  good  citizens,  a  sincere  gratification  in  the 
order,  industry,  cleanliness,  improving  character  of  the  institutions  un- 
der their  care.  In  this  respect,  the  change  efTected  in  the  State  Prisons 
is  immense.  Profane,  intemperate  and  filthy  subordinate  officers,  who 
allowed  themselves  to  be  familiar  with  the  convicts,  and  sometimes  to 
be  concerned  with  them  in  mischief,  was  not  a  thing  to  be  met  with,  in 
solitary  cases  only,  a  few  years  ago ;  and  there  may  be  still  some  few 
of  the  Prisons  where  a  thorough  reform  in  this  respect  is  not  effected. 
But  the  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  subordinate  officers  is 
extensive  and  important ;  and  we  trust  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  a 
man  must  possess  an  established  character,  to  be  concerned  even  as  an 
under  keeper  in  keeping  his  fellow  men. 

12.  Favorable  pecuniary  Results  in  Prison. — Several  of  the 
reformed  Prisons  have  an  established  character  for  wise  and  cautious 
expenditure,  for  honest  and  productive  industry.     The  State  Prisons  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Frankfort, 
Ken.,  possess  this  character.     They  much  more  than  support  them- 
selves ;  i.  e.  they  not  only  pay  for  the  food,  clothing  and  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  prisoners,  but  for  the  salary  of  the  officers,  by  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  labor  of  the  convicts.     The  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass., 
has  done  the  same  the  last  year.     There  are  several  other  Prisons 
which  are  said  to  support  themselves ;  but  it  is  generally  found,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  that  there  has  been  a  draught  upon  the  treasury  of 
the  state  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  current  expenses.     In  some  such 
cases,  we  have  found  very  different  results,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  between  the  exhibit  made  at  the  State  Prison,  and  the  exhibit 
made  at  the  office  of  the  state  treasury.     This  is  a  fact  dishonorable  to 
those  who  make  the  returns  from  such  State  Prison  to  the  legislature. 
The  case  has  occurred  more  than  once,  in  which  a  very  favorable 
report  has  been  made  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  legislature, 
concerning  the  Prison's  ability  to  support  itself,  and,  before  the  dose  of 
the  session,  a  bill  or  resolve  has  been  brought  forward,  proposing  to  make 
an  appropriation  of  several  thousand  dollars  to  the  State  Prison  for 
current  expenses.     Such  double-dealing,  in  officers  of  public  institu- 
tions, is  unworthy  of  them,  and  casts  suspicion  over  their  whole  con- 
duct    The  cases  of  this  kind,  however,  in  our  State  Prisons,  at  the 
present  time,  are  comparatively  few;  while,  as  has  been  already  stated, 
a  number  have  an  established  character  for  supporting  themselves. 
The  best  evidence  on  this  subject  is  the  certificate  of  the  state's  treas- 
urer that  no  money  has  been  paid  out  on  account  of  the  Prison,  but  to 
much  has  been  received  from  this  source.     It  is  not  less  satisfactory, 
when  extensive  improvements  are  made  at  the  Prison,  and  costly  ad* 
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ditiona)  baildings  erected,  without  a  draught  upon  the  treasury  of  the 
state;  or  where  there  is  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  large  acciunulation  of 
manufactured  articles  or  of  raw  materialy  without  any  increase  of  debt 
or  draught  upon  the  state ;  provided  the  evidence  of  this  accumulation 
of  stock,  or  improvements  in  the  buildings,  is  furnished  from  disinter* 
eited  witnesses. 

"  In  Maine,  the  earnings  of  the  State  Prison  above  the  expenses, 
last  year,  were  91617  64."«-Joel  Miller,  Warden, 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  the  earnings  exceeded  the  expenses  for  the 
year  ending  May  31, 1832,  about  $2000;  for  the  year  ending  May  31, 
1833, 13157  12J'— Abner  P.  Stinson,  Wardtn. 

"  In  Vermont,  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  a  small  increase  over 
expenses  has  been  obtained,  and  another  year  the  other  way  about  as 
much." — ^JoHN  H.  Cotton,  Warden, 

"  In  Massachusetts,  the  Prison  has  been,  and  probably  will  continue 
to  be,  subject  to  considerable  variations  in  its  business  operations.  It 
has  almost  always  been  a  tax  on  the  treasury  of  95,000  to  912,000 
annually.  During  the  last  two  years,  the  expenses  have  been  some- 
thing less  than  the  earnings.  And  so  long  as  business  is  good  in  the 
community  at  large,  the  Prison  will  nearly  or  quite  meet  all  its  ex- 
pen8es."~-OuARLE8  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden, 

"  In  Connecticut,  the  gain  the  last  year  was  about  92,000  according 
to  one  statement,  and  about  91,200  according  to  the  statement  of  a 
committee  of  the  legislature." 

*'  At  Auburn,  the  earnings  exceed  the  expenses.  The  excess,  for 
the  last  four  years,  has  averaged  frcnn  93000  to  94000  annually."— 
B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain, 

At  Sing-Sing,  the  expenses  have  exceeded  the  earnings  about 
$30,000  annnally. 

"  On  Blackwell's  island,  a  correct  account  cannot  be  given,  as  the 
Prison  is  still  in  building." 

Mr.  Woodruff  thinks  the  Prison  will  support  itself  ailer  its  building 
operations  are  completed. 

"  In  Baltimore,  the  profits  of  the  last  year  were  about  sufficient  to 
defray  the  current  expenses." — James  M'Evoy,  Clerk, 

**  In  Washington  city,  the  earnings  last  year  defrayed  the  expenses 
of  boarding,  clothing  and  medicine  for  the  prisoners." — Isaac  Clarke, 
Warden, 

^'In  Kentucky,  the  profits  of  the  Penitentiary,  for  the  last  eight 
jears,  will  average  about  $6,000  per  annum ;  one  half  of  which  goes 
to  the  state,  and  one  half  to  the  keeper." 

**  In  Ohio,  the  Penitentiary  has  been  a  sinking  fund  of  910,000  per 
annum.  The  Prison,  however,  pays  all  the  expenses  of  conviction  and 
transportation,  which  amounted  last  year  to  about  96,000.  Deducting 
this  sum,  and  what  was  paid  to  discharged  oonvicts,  the  Prison  sup* 
ported  itself  last  year." — William  W.  Gault,  Warden, 

13.  Favorable  moral  Results  in  PRisoN.-^^The  solitary  cell  has 
led  to  reflection  and  remorse ;  silence  by  day  and  by  night  has  pre- 
vented  evil  communication  ;  the  Bible  has  enlightened  the  understand- 
ing, quickened  the  conscience,  and  affected  the  heart ;  the  resident 
9« 
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chaplain  has  preached  Christ  and  him  cnicified,  and  persoaded  nnm- 
hers  to  be  reconciled  to  God ;  the  Sabbath  school  teachers,  in  their 
weekly  visitSf  hare  done  much,  by  kindness,  and  sympathy,  and  prayer, 
to  remove  the  feeling  from  the  hearts  of  convicts  which  prevailed  to  an 
awful  extent,  a  few  years  since,  that  society  was  at  war  with  them,  and 
they  would  be  revenged ;  the  morning  and  evening  prayers  have  given 
those  who  were  dispiosed  to  do  it,  an  opportunity  to  commit  their  wajs 
to  the  Lord,  and  implore  his  divine  blessing  upon  their  own  soals  and 
the  souls  of  their  fellow  prisoners ;  patient  industry  has  been  a  great 
barrier  lo  temptation;  attention  to  cleanliness  has  removed  many  mate- 
rial causes  of  vice  and  immorality ;  a  thorough  ventilation  has  given  to 
prisoners  a  sweet  and  purifying  atmosphere;  improvement  in  health 
has  had  a  subduing  and  grateful  influence  upon  the  heart ;  upright  md 
good  officers  have  given  an  example  worthy  of  imitation;  &vorable 
pecuniary  results  have  been  the  consequence  and  evidence,  rather  than 
the  cause,  of  favorable  moral  changes.  So  that,  on  the  whcJe,  in  regard 
to  our  State  Prisons,  we  have  great  cause  for  congratulation  mad  tlwak- 
fulness. 

**  In  Maine,  there  have  been  three  or  fimr  cases  of  undoabled  nfx- 
mation,  and,  from  the  best  information  which  can  be  obtained,  frosi 
twelve  to  twenty  cases  among  others  since  they  left  the  Prison."— Joel 
MiLLSE,  Warden, 

*'  In  New  Hampshire,  there  are  a  few  cases  of  refi»ination  both  amonf 
those  who  remain  in  Prison,  and  among  those  who  are  dischaiged."' 
Abnxe  p.  Stinson,  Wardem. 

**  In  Vermont,  many  persons  discharged  from  the  Prison  are  Kviif  I 
in  the  neighboring  towns,  and  conducting  with  propriety."— Jobm  E 
Cotton,  Wardoi. 

**  In  Massachusetts,  since  the  occupation  of  the  solitary  cefla,  and  thi' 
establishment  of  the  present  disciphne,  there  has  been  very  evideall 
improvement  in  the  conduct  and  moral  character  of  the  inmates  of  tkd 
State  Prisoa  An  apparent  seriousness  is  manifest  amone  many  of  thi 
convicts,  and  good  attention  is  given,  by  nearly  or  quite  w  of  them,  la 
the  religious  and  moral  instruction  imparted  by  Uie  worthy  chaplaii 
and  the  Sabbath  school  teachers.  Of  the  great  numbar  dischaigei 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  it  is  believed  that  several  have  ba< 
come  thoroughly  reformed,  and  that  a  large  number  have  turned  frofl 
the  paths  of  vice  and  sin,  and  are  industrious  and  worthy  men.'*-* 
Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  IVarden, 

**  At  Auburn,  many  who  have  been  convicts  in  the  Prisoii  are  nod 
good  members  of  society.  Several  are  members  of  the  churches  in  tm 
village  of  Auburn,  in  good  standing,  and  others  in  other  places.  Grea 
confidence  is  had  in  the  radical  reformation  of  seventy-five  to  one  hut 
dred  now  in  Prison."— B.  C.  Smith,  Ckaplam. 

*'  On  Blackwell's  island,  no  cases  of  reformation  in  which  any 
dence  can  be  placed."— *J.  Ooobn  Woooeuff,  Wardau 

"  In  Baltimore,  no  means  are  used  to  obtain  information 
discharged  prisoners ;  no  estimate  can  therefore  be  made  of  the 
tionof  cases  of  reformation.'* — James  M'Evot,  Clerk, 

**  In  Washington,  there  is  a  case  of  reformation,  which  aflbcds 
cause  for  rejoicing.'* — Isaac  Claeke,  Warden. 
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14.  Rbmotal  of  poor  Lunatics  from  Prison. — ^This  great  work  is 
be^ning  to  be  accomplished.  Id  M assachusetts,  the  hospital  intended 
for  their  reception  is  finished,  and  the  governor's  proclamation  has  been 
issaed  lor  remo? ing  the  lunatics  to  it  from  all  the  Prisons  and  Houses 
of  Correction  in  the  commonwealth ;  and  we  beliefe  the  work  has  been 
so  far  accomplished,  that  it  can  now  be  said  with  truth,  in  Massachu- 
setts there  is  no  poor  lunatic  in  Prison ;  a  saying  which  we  should 
rejoice  to  utter,  if  it  could  be  done  with  truth,  concerning  every  state 
in  the  Union ;  because,  in  the  range  of  our  observation,  we  hav^  met 
with  nothing  which  has  iq>pealed  to  our  sympathies  like  the  poor  luna- 
tics in  Prison.  But  Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  where  the  work  is 
accomplished.  New  Hampshire,  however,  is  moving  on  the  subject.  The 
legislature  requested  the  governor,  more  than  a  year  since,  to  obtain 
returns  from  every  town  in  the  state  concerning  the  number  and  con- 
dition of  this  class  of  persons.  In  the  Sixth  Report  of  the  Prison  Disci* 
pline  Society,  it  was  stated  that  the  number  of  lunatics  in  New  Hamp- 
shire probably  exceeded  two  hundred.  In  the  returns  made  to  the 
governor,  information  was  coipmunicated  concerning  two  hundred  and 
two ;  and  a  committee  of  one  from  each  county,  raised  in  the  legislature, 
on  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  this  subject,  state  in 
their  report,  that  cases  were  known  to  them  individually,  not  included 
in  these  returns.  They  also  state,  that  the  condition  of  those  fitmi 
whom  returns  have  been  received  is  such  as  to  call  for  immediate  legis> 
lative  interposition.  One  deranged  female  had  been  confined  in  a 
Prison  without  a  fire,  till  her  feet  were  so  firozen  as  to  require  amputa- 
tion, which  was  done ;  and,  bein^  thus  mutilated,  she  was  restored  to  her 
friends.  Another  was  confined  m  a  contracted  upper  apartment,  where 
she  could  not  stand  up,  and,  in  consequence  of  long  confinement  in  such 
a  place,  grew  double,  and  now  walks  on  her  hands  and  feet  And  an- 
other inwvidualy  known  to  some  members  of  the  committee,  a  few  years 
since,  as  in  easy  and  pleasant  circumstances,  having  become  deranged,  is 
now  confined  and  fed  in  a  kennel  like  a  beast.  These,  the  committee 
admit,  are  extreme  cases ;  but  the  returns,  taken  together,  they  say,  pre- 
sent a  mass  of  extreme  and  unmitigated  suffering ;  and  they  accord- 
ingly recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  by  the  legislature  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  hospital  for  this  class  of  persons. 

In  the  state  of  New  York,  which  is  never  backward  in  noble  enter- 
prise, the  subject  has  already  received  some  attention,  and  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  on  the  highest  authority,  that  it  will  be  prosecuted 
with  vigor  in  the  year  to  come. 

In  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  all  that  has  been  said  or  done  on  this  suIh 
ject  (so  for  as  our  knowledge  extends)  is  contained  in  the  following  mod- 
est and  significant  appeal  by  a  committee  of  the  legislature  on  the  State 
Prison,  contained  in  their  report :  "  T%ey  hope  they  wia.not  be  dtpart- 
ing  from  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  in  celling  the  attention  of  the  hgit^ 
laiure  to  nine  insane  persons  now  confined  in  the  State  Prison"  **  They 
do  most  sincerely  submit,  whether  these  unhtmpy  beings  are  not  more  the 
objects  of  pity  than  of  punishment,  and  whether  the  dictates  of  humanity. 
Hi  teeU  as  of  law  and  justice^  do  not  demand  that  some  other  dispontUm 
should  be  made  of  them" 

The  above-named  are  the  only  states,  within  our  knowledgOf  whera 


104  PRISON  DIBOIPLINB  80CIBT7.  24 

the  condition  of  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics  has  attracted  any  special 
attention ;  and  in  only  one  of  these  has  any  thing  been  done  effectuaflj 
to  remove  the  evil. 

The  subject  is  one  of  great  moment,  if  we  consider  the  nnmber 
of  this  class  of  persons  in  our  country,  and  the  proportion  of  them 
who  are  probably  confined  in  Prisons.  We  estimate  the  number  of 
lunatics  as  one  to  one  thousand  of  the  whole  population,  or  the  whole 
number  of  lunatics  in  the  United  States  at  twelve  thousand.  We  esti- 
mate the  proportion  of  this  class  of  persons  in  Prisons,  Houses  of  Cor- 
rection and  Aims-Houses,  at  one  fifth  part  of  the  whole  number,  or 
twenty-four  hundred.  And  if  as  much  unmitigated  suffering  can  be 
found  among  any  equal  number  of  persons  in  this  country,  we  are  led 
into  an  error  in  judgment,  in  consequence  of  not  having  seen  soch 
cases  of  suffering  as  the  country  afibrds ;  and  we  acknowledge  that  we 
have  not  nerve  enough  to  desire  to  see  them.  The  condition  of  poor 
lunatics  in  Prison  is  enough  for  us. 

"  In  Maine,  there  is  one  idiot  or  lunatic  in  the  State  Prison.*'— Joil 
Miller,  Wetrden, 

**  In  New  Hampshire,  there  is  no  lunatic  in  the  State  Prisoo."* 
Arner  p.  Stinson,  Warden. 

In  Vermont,  we  are  not  informed  whether  there  is  or  is  not  a  lunatic 
in  the  State  Prison. 

*'  In  Massachusetts,  there  is  one  idiot,  imbecile  or  deranged  man,  in 
the  State  Prison." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden. 

**  In  Ck)nnecticut,  there  is  one  lunatic  in  the  State  Prison.'' 

*'  In  Auburn,  there  is  no  lunatic  in  Prison.  None  of  this  class  are 
committed  to  that  Prison." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain. 

<*  In  Washington  city^  there  is  no  lunatic  in  the  Penitentiaiy."— 
Isaac  Clakkz,  Warden. 

"In  Kentucky,  there  is  no  lunatic  in  the  Penitentiary.*'— Josi 
Scott,  Warden. 

"  In  Ohio,  there  are  three  or  four  lunatics  in  the  Penitentiary."— 
William  W.  Qault,  Warden, 

15.  Imprisonment  for  Dert. — ^We  have  taken  some  pains  to  under- 
stand this  subject;  and  have  found,  as  exhibited  in  the  three  last 
Reports  of  the  Society,  the  following  to  be  the  state  of  the  case  nearly  :— 
The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  has  been,  in  sereral 
Prisons,  about  five  times  as  great  as  the  number  imprisoned  for  crime. 
About  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  are  imprisoned  for  less  than 
twenty  dollars ;  about  the  same  proportion  on  mesne  process,  i.  e.  with- 
out judge,  jury  or  witness,  at  the  will  of  the  creditor.  The  process,  as 
a  means  of  colfecting  money,  is  exceedingly  unproductive,  as  shown  by 
the  records  of  the  Prisons,  and  by  the  acknowledgment  of  creditors  who 
have  tried  it;  not  so  much  so,  however,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
attorney,  who  has  a  claim  for  his  services  upon  both  creditor  and  debtor. 
The  time  lost  in  Prison  is  very  great.  Many  families  are  separated  and 
finally  broken  up  by  this  process.  The  parties  on  boUi  sides,  creditor 
and  debtor,  are  generally  degraded ;  and  the  attorneys  who  do  most  of 
the  business,  have  not  an  honorable  standing  in  their  profession.  The 
debts,  particularly  in  the  large   cities,  are,  a  multitude  of  them, 


25     «  EIGHTH   RBTOST — ^1833.  105 

<x)ntracted  in  taverns,  grog-shops  and  sailor  boarding-liouses,  for  rum ; 
<in  which  case  the  creditor  deserves  the  severest  punisbment.  The  law 
>of  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  now  practised,  hangs  with  the  weight  of  a 
miil-stone  upon  the  pablic  morals ;  few  men  ever  being  able  to  rise 
.from  the  degradation  of  imprisonment  The  power  of  incarcerating 
the  body  is  put  into  the  hands  of  persons,  to  be  used  at  their  discretion, 
who  are,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  totally  unfit  to  exercise  so  great  a 
power ;  i.  e.  power  to  take  away  personal  liberty  at  pleasure.  There 
are  other  remedies,  besides  imprisonmeat,  for  debt,  which  have  been 
■tried  for  years,  and  proved  on  trial  to  be  better,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  those  who  were  adverse  to  the  experiment  when  it  was  first 
made.  In  almost  all  the  states,  females  are  exempt  from  imprisonment 
for  debt,  and  neither  k>se  character  nor  credit  by  the  exemption.  Public 
^ntiment,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  an  expression  of  it, 
from  an  extensive  correspondence,  and  a  more  general  conversation,  is, 
nine  tenths  of  it,  opposed  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  at  present  prac- 
tised in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  legislation  is  behind,  that  of  all  the  other  states  on  this  sub- 
ject The  lawyers  and  rum-dealers,  with  some  honorable  exceptions 
among  the  lawyers,  are,  nine  tenths  of  them,  opposed  to  any  modifica- 
tioD  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt  In  the  senate  of 
Massachusetts,  nine  lawyers  out  of  thirty-six  members,  which  was  the 
whole  number  of  lawyers  in  that  body,  at  the  time,  except  three  or  four^ 
disputed  every  inch  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  passage 
of  the  small  law  exempting  females  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
others  for  less  than  ten  dollars.  Hence  it  is  obvious  why  these  laws 
have  not  been  sooner  modified. 

In  confirmation  of  maoy  things  above  stated,  and  in  addition  to  a 
large  mass  of  similar  information  contained  in  the  three  last  Reports  of 
the  Society,  we  give  a  single  specimen  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  one 
PnsoH  in  the  United  States,  during  the  years  1832  and  1833,  withhold- 
ing the  name  of  the  place,  as  the  object  is  not  offence,  but  illustration. 
This  statement  is  made  from  minutes  taken  from  the  records  of  the 
Prison,  and  from  the  conversation  of  the  keeper,  on  the  25th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1833  :— 

1.  AUxander  Maynt  vs.  WUUcan  B.  KeSy.  Execution.  Debt,  38 
cents;  costs,  91  37;  mileage,  12  cents;  totd,  91  87.  Newman,  con- 
stable. Committed  December  24,  1832;  discharged  December  31, 
1832. — « Debt  paid  by  a  gentleman  who  came  in  here,'  said,  the  jailer, 
'  and  paid  the  money,  and  let  him  out'  The  jailer  added, '  Kelly  said 
the  magistrate  was  drunk,  and  the  creditor  was  drunk,  and  he  was 
drunk.     That  is  all  I  know  about  it,'  said  the  jailer. 

2.  John  Engles  vs.  Andrao  M^CaUy,  Execution.  Justice  Black. 
Debt,  18  cents;  costs,  92  02;  total,  92  20.  January  14,  1833.  Dis- 
charged the  same  day  by  paying  debt  and  costs.  Engles  came  up  and 
got  the  money.—'  It  was  a  case  of  spite,'  said  the  jailer. 

3.  John  Grout  vs.  T%nnas  Barker,  Execution.  Alderman  Walker. 
Debt,  93  cents ;  costs,  91  02 ;  total,  92  55.  Mintzer,  constable.  Corai- 
mitted  February  25,  1833.  Not  discharged  February  25,  1833.— The 
keeper  says,  -•  The  creditor  came  to  see  Barker  this  morning.  He  had 
t  bottle  of  mm  in  his  pocket.    He  was  staggering  about ;  what  you  may 
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call/  said  the  keeper,  'pretty  well  charged/  This  was  before  half  past 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  jailer  found  the  rum  in  Groul's  pocket, 
by  feeling  of  his  pockets  for  it;  and  told  him  if  he  could  do  any  thing 
for  his  debtor,  he  might  see  him ;  otherwise  he  must  clear  out  of  the 
office.  And  what  did  Groul  say  to  this?  'He  fidgeted  a  little; 
but  was  not  much  wroth  when  I  took  the  rum  away  from  him.  He 
asked  me/  said  the  jailer,  '  when  he  should  call  for  it  I  told  him  he 
should  not  have  it  at  all.  Groul  lives  in  F.  above  C.  street,  on  the  left 
hand  going  up/  said  the  jailer,  '  and  keeps  a  little  grog-shop,  in  a  little 
dirty  hole.' 

4.  Jacob  Zeiser  vs.  Scmuel  Ralston,  Execution.  Justice  Corfield. 
Debt,  $1  44 ;  costs,  $1  8L  Paid  on  the  debt,  $1  00.  Total  amount 
due,  82  25.  Smith,  constable.  Committed  February  20,  1633.  Not 
discharged  February  25,  1833. — *  Ralston  is  a  poor  young  man/  said 
the  jailer,  *  and  had  a  fit  on  'Thursday  evening.*  The  keeper  presented 
the  little  black  earthen  jug,  containing,  he  said,  a  full  pint  of  whiskey, 
which  his  mother,  a  poor  woman,  brought  for  him  this  morning.  His 
mother  is  a  widow.  Ralston  is  a  well-looking,  strong  young  mao,  a 
weaver  by  trade.  Says  weaving  is  good  for  nothing  now  ;  he  there- 
fore works  on  the  wharf.  He  cannot  well  leave  off  liquor,  it  makes  his 
hand  tremble  so.  His  mother  lives  at  the  corner  of  P.  and  N.  M. 
streets.  The  woman  who  put  him  in,  lives  fust  below  his  mother.  The 
keeper  would  not  give  him  the  whiskey  which  his  mother  brought  him, 
but  has  fed  him  with  his  own,  by  little  and  little,  and  keeps  him  aloog 
by  tempering  him. 

5.  John  B,  vs.  WilKam  Grear.  Execution.  Alderman  Crease. 
Debt,  94  75;  costs,  $169^;  total,  $6  44.  Donhower,  constable.  Com- 
mitted February  21,  1833.  Not  discharged  February  25,  1833.  *  It 
would  be  an  act  of  charity,'  said  the  jailer,  '  to  take  this  man  out  He 
is  old  and  sick/  said  the  jailer.  '  He  had  a  poor  turn  last  night.  This 
morning,  I  have  given  him  some  colTee  and  a  warm  breakfast,  and  be 
seems  better.  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  sick.  He  said  nothing  about  it, 
or  I  should  have  done  something  for  him  before.'  While  we  were  sitting 
in  the  office,  his  wife  came  in,  accompanied  by  a  very  respectable  little 
girl.  They  went  into  the  Prison  to  see  the  husband ;  and  when  thej 
came  out,  I  inquired  of  the  wife  what  the  debt  was  for.  She  said  it 
was  for  rent;  and  the  reason  it  was  not  paid,  her  husband  had  been 
sick  eleven  weeks,  and  had  just  begun  to  get  about  again,  when  he 
was  taken  up  and  put  in  jail  for  this  debt  The  quarter  was  not  out; 
the  rent  was  six  dollars  a  quarter,  and  they  had  paid  one  dollar  of  it 
Her  husband  was  a  weaver  ;  was  not  an  intemperate  man  ;  was  never 
drunk ;  can  get  a  good  character  from  the  neighbors.  I  asked  her 
how  she  got  along,  now  her  husband  was  away.  She  said  her  neigh- 
bors were  very  kmd  to  her ;  that  the  girPs  mother,  who  was  with  her, 
had  been  very  kind,  and  she  did  a  little  spooling  herself.  I  asked  the 
girl,  if  she  ever  saw  this  woman  or  her  husband  drunk.  She  said, 
*  Never.'  She  said,  the  man  was  a  clever  man,  and  would  work  when  be 
could ;  but  he  had  been  sick,  and  was  just  getting  well  again,  when  he 
was  put  in  jail.  Here  the  jailer  said,  it  would  be  a  case  of  real  charity 
to  let  this  man  out,  if  it  was  not  for  letting  the  creditor  have  the  money, 
who  mast  be  a  hard-hearted  man,  at  any  rate,  to  put  such  «  man  in. 
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He  would  let  him  out  on  Saturday,  under  the  bread  act,  if  his  board  was 
not  paid.  He  could  not  be  comfortable  where  he  was,  as  be  had  no  bed. 
I  asked  the  woman,  if  they  had  no  bed  at  home.  •  Yes,*  she  said ; 
*  they  bad  a  bed ;  this  the  law  cannot  take  away.' 

6.  WilHeun  Bear  vs.  Solomon  Scott.  Execution.  Justice  Long- 
head. Debt, 50  cents;  costs,  $1  50;  total,  $2  00.  Hoffnire,  consta- 
ble. Committed  December  13,  1832.  Discharged  by  the  thirty  days' 
act,  January  12,  1833.  A  colored  man.  Thirty  days'  imprisonment 
for  50  cents ! 

7.  William  King  ?s.  JoJin  Burner.  Debt,  50  cents ;  costs,  $2  16; 
execution,  62  cents  ;  alias,  62  cents ;  let?  6  cents ;  total,  $3  97.  Wat- 
son, constable.  Discharged  by  Justice  Bileau,  November  19^  1832, 
the  same  day  as  when  committed. 

8.  Jeremiah  Smith  vs.  Tlwtaas  Woodward.  Execution.  Justice 
Norton.  Debt,  50  cents;  costs,  $1  62;  total,  $2  12.  Committed 
November  17,  1832.  Discharged  by  Justice  Norton,  November  17, 
1802. 

80  cases  in  the  quarter  ending  February  1,  1833,  for  debts  under 

95  00 ;  or  at  the  ratie  of 
320  cases  a  year,  for  debts  under  95  00. 
140  cases  in  the  quarter  ending  February  1,  1833,  for  debts  under 

$10  00;  or  at  the  rate  of 
560  cases  a  year,  for  debts  under  $10  00. 
280  cases  in  the  quarter  ending  February  1,  1833,  for  all  debts;  or 

at  the  rate  of 
1120  cases  a  year,  of  imprisonment  fer  debts. 

On  the  subject  of  imprisonment  hi  debt,  we  only  add  a  single  letter, 
to  show  a  better  remedy. 

Ldter  frtm  Mr.  WifMiff,  dated  Whuhinglon  City,  June  17, 1832. 

"  Your  letter  requesling  ray  opinion  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law  of 
Kentucky  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  was  handed  me  by  Mr.  Everett.  I 
Tegret  that  other  engagements  have  heretoforo  prevented  me  from  answering 
your  iv^niries,  and  ins  same  causes  will  not  permit  me  now  to  give  you  an  answer 
aatisfactory  to  myselfl 

"  If  I  liad  leisure  to  turn  to  the  various  laws  which  hav«  existed  in  Kentucky, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  this  subject,  and  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  and  then  accom- 
pany this  historical  sketch  by  a  reference  to  a  few  of  the  court  dockets  and  Prison 
records  of  the  state,  I  would  not  despair  of  convincing  any  man,  however  skep- 
tical, that  the  creditor  has  gained  much  in  Kentucky  oy  the  abolition  of  impris^ 
onmentfor  debt,  and  that  the  morals  of  the  country,  and  the  personal  credit  of  the 
trading  comnranity  of  all  denominations,  have  been  iftiproved.  There  are  fewer 
insolvencies  and  rower  suits,  and  more  promptitude  in  Ihe  payment  of  judgment 
debts. 

**  When  Kentucky  repealed  the  law  which  authorized  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  the  person  for  debt,  we  enacted  a  substitute,  which  has  answered  a  better 
parpose,  both  for  the  creditor,  the  debtor  and  the  community.  This  remedy  is 
what  is  termed  in  Kentucky  a  chancery  attachment  upon  h  fieri  facias.  Having 
^n  returned,  no  property  found,  the  creditor  is  authorized  to  file  his  bill  in 
chancery  against  the  debtor  and  all  others  whom  he  may  suspect  as  having  goods, 
lands  or  other  estate  in  their  care,  custody  or  keeping,  or  in  trust,  or  who  may  owe 
the  debtor,  and  subject  the  same  to  the  payment  of  the  judgment.  The  efficacy  of 
this  remedy  prevents,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  evil  of  miudulent  family  trans- 
fers, which  were  too  fre<iuentiy  made  by  the  debtor  under  the  ea.  sa.  system.  I 
vu  ft  member  of  the  legislature,  and  opposed  the  aboliiion  of  imprisonment  for 
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debt  I  had,  perhajps,  too  wlbtontAj  imlnbed  the  pnjadioes^  Itot  too  eommim  in  t 
Tonng  lawyer,  for  the  remediea  rarniBhed  by  the  conmum  law  of  England.  Upoa 
ftUl  investigation,  and  a  thoiough  pzofenional  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  the 
present  ■yatem  in  Kentacky,  I  have  long  aince  been  eonvisoed  of  my  error.  The- 
people  of  no  atate,  after  having  tried  the  ay  stem  now  in  force  in  Kentneky,  u  a 
•abstitute  for  the  remedy  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  would  revive  that  odious 
ezerescenoe  open  the  common  law  of  England,  imprisonment  for  debt 

I  am,  reapecCfiillyy 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WICKLIFF." 

16.  Causes  of  C^ihe. — ^Neglect  of  family  government^  disobedience 
to  parents,  Sabbath  breaking,  military  trainings,  intemperance,  thea^ 
tres,  lotteries,  abuse  of  the  colored  people,  bad  Poor-Houses,  bad  Pris- 
ons, and  imprisonment  for  debt. 

An  opinion  has  existed  extensively, — and  whether  it  is  becoming  more 
or  less  frequent  we  cannot  tell, — that  the  rod  may  be  dispensed  with  in 
the  government  of  children.  Now,,  we  wish  to  say  to  all  parents,  that 
we  fearn  no  such  thing  from  the  history  of  erime.  On  the  costrarj, 
we  find  Prisons  tenanted  with  those  who  were  not  resolutely  and  thor- 
oughly corrected  in  childhood ;  and  if  there  is  any  one  truth  deeply 
impressed  upon  our  minds  by  a  laborious  examination  of  many  persons 
who  have  fallen  in  crime,  it  is  this  :  '*  He  that  spartth  his  rid  hatetk 
his  son :  but  he  that  hveth  him  chasieneth  him  betimes"     Prov.  xiii.  24. 

It  is,  also,  a  very  common  thing  for  children  to  disobey  their  parents, 
and  think  nothing  of  it  We  have  found  many  in  the  Stale  Prison  who 
thought  so  too,  when  they  were  young ;  but  how  often  we  have  heard 
them  say,  '*  We  should  never  have  b^n  heic,  if  we  bad  done  as  ear 
father  and  mother  told  us !''  It  has  sometimes  been  cnstomary  to  trace 
almost  all  crime  to  intemperance  as  a  cause ;  but  from  what  examina- 
tion we  have  been  able  to  make  of  the  history  of  crime,  we  think  diso- 
bedience to  parents,  in  almost  all  cases,  precedes  intemperance,  and 
results  in  it  and  in  higher  crimes. 

It  is  esteemed  too,  by  many,  a  very  light  thing  to  wander  aboat  the 
fields  on  the  Sabbath,  to  ride  and  waik  for  pleasure,  and  to  neglect  the 
house  of  God.  We  wish  it  to  be  known  to  all  such,  that  the  Prisons  are 
fined  with  those  who  did  not  remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  bolj, 
and  many  of  them  can,  and  do,  distinctly  trace  their  progress  in  crimct 
from  their  father's  house  to  the  State  Prison,  through  broken  Sabbaths. 

There  is  a  custom  in  society  of  gathering  people  together  several 
times  a  year,  to  the  neglect  of  all  usenil  labor,  to  shoidder  their  muskets, 
and  carry  thetr  knapsacks,  and  put  on  then  uniform  dress,  and  march 
the  streets  to  the  music  of  the  drum  and  fife  ;  and  in  consequence  of 
such  military  trainings,  hundreds  and  thousands  of  young  pe<^>le  collect 
and  mingle  in  the  same  mass  with  vagabonds  and  drunkards,  and  drink, 
and  carouse,  and  get  drunk,  and  fight ;  and  the  cases  are  not  a  few, 
within  our  knowledge,  in  which  the  Prisons  have  come  in  for  a  large 
share  of  the  spoil  on  thestf  important  occasions.  It  is  delightful,  there- 
fore, to  see  that  public  opinion,  in  all  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  is 
demanding  a  great  curtailmeivt  in  frequency  and  parade  of  military 
trainings.  Let  thb  noble  march  of  public  opinion  go  on,  and  one  of 
the  causes  of  crime  wiU  be  diminished,  and  the  harvest  season  for 
Priaona  will  not  be  about  the  timeeTmOitarf  trainings. 


29  £IGHTH   REPORT — 1833.  109 

Intemperance  is  correctly  set  down  by  the  friends  of  temperance  as 
the  immediate  exciting  cause  of  about  three  fourths  of  all  the  crime  ia 
the  land.  This  acknowledgment  makes  the  evil  of  intemperance  great 
enough ;  and  the  guik  of  tavern  keepers  and  grocers,  who  put  the  bot- 
tle to  their  neighbor's  mouth,  great  enough ;  and  the  guilt  of  distillers 
still  greater.  ^ 

Theatres  in  the  large  cities  are  proved,  by  the  history  of  many  boys 
in  the  Houses  of  Refuge,  to  be  the  alluring  places  which  they  began  to 
steal  money  to  frequent. 

Lotteries,  especially  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  are 
an  immense  and  incalculable  evil ;  producing,  among  a  multitude  of 
people,  the  habit  of  depending,  upon  a  game  of  chance  for  daily  bread : 
and,  when  this  miserable  dependence  fails,  reducing  them  to  a  sort  of 
necessity  of  stealing  for  subsistence.  We  have  satisfactory  evidence 
that  lotteries  have  had  a  most  debasing  and  ruinous  influence  upon  the 
colored  people  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  the  Prisons  are  supplied 
with  about  one  third  of  all  their  inmates,  in  that  city,  from  this  class 
of  persons.  It  is,  therefore,  matter  of  grateful  acknowledgment  to 
a  merciful  and  overruling  Providence,  that  there  is  a  simultaneous 
movement  throughout  the  land,  as  appears  by  the  messagesof  the  gov- 
ernors of  nearly  all  the  states  in  the  Union,  during  the  present  year^  and 
the  corresponding  action  of  legislative  bodies,  to  destroy  this  fruitful 
cause  of  crime. 

The  colored  people,  who  suffer  from  lotteries,  and  are  thus  reduced 
to  want  and  crime,  suffer  also  from  neglect  of  education,  from  contempt, 
and  a  thousand  other  wicked  abuses ;  so  that  they  furnish  a  very  large 
proportion  of  all  the  convicts.  In  the  Charlestown  Prison,  Mass., 
about  one  sixth  part  of  the  convicts ;  in  the  WethersBeld  Prison,  Conn., 
more  than  one  fiflh;  in  the  Prison  on  Black  well's  island,  about  one 
tiiird;  and  in  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore  Prison,  in  March 
last,  more  than  fifly  out  of  fifly*four  females,  were  colored.  In  the 
Southern  States,  generally,  the  public  Prisons  are  made  to  bear  very 
heavily  upon  the  free  negroes.  But  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  abroad 
in  the  land,  in  behalf  of  the  colored  people,  seen  among  themselves^ 
and  in  a  thousand  forms  among  the  white  people,  showing  that  their 
redemption  draweth  nigh.  The  Prisons  shall  not  long  groan  as  they 
have  done,  in  consequence  of  their  oppression.  He  "  who  was  anainttd 
to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive,^'*  will  do  it 

Bad  Poor-Houses  and  bad  Prisons  are  perfect  nurseries  of  crime ; 
and  imprisonment  for  debt  commits  thousands,  for  a  mere  trifle,  to  bad 
Prisons. 

17.  Recommittals. — Notwithstanding  the  various  causes  of  crime, 
90  much  attention  has  been  given  to  this  department  of  benevolence, 
within  a  few  years,  that  the  recommittals  are  greatly  diminished,  and 
the  progress  in  crime  appears  to  be  considerably  checked.  The  pro- 
portion of  recommittals,  a  few  years  ago,  was,  in  many  Prisons,  one  in 
two,  one  in  three,  and  one  in  four ;  while  in  the  reformed  Prisons,  it  is 
one  in  ten,  one  in  fifteen,  and  one  in  twenty.  And,  taking  the  country 
at  large,  crime  not  only  does  not  increase  as  fast  as  the  population, 
but  there  does  not  appear  from  the  records  of  the  criminal  courts  and 
10  C2 
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Prnons,  to  be  any  positive  increase  of  crime.  Some  of 
Prisons  in  the  country  hare  fewer  inmates  than  they  had  years  sga 
The  Prisons  supplied  from  the  city  of  New  York  form  the  principal 
exception  to  this  general  remark,  which  is  probably  to  be  attributed,  in 
a  considerable  degree,  to  the  great  immigration  of  fweigDers ;  while 
the  Prisons  of  Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  the  Western  District  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky,  not  only  indicate  no 
alarming  increase  of  crime,  bat  appear  to  indicate  that  the  friends  of 
virtue  are  getting  a  victory  over  the  friends  of  vice  and  crime. 

In  Maine,  where  solitary  conimement,  at  least  by  night,  has  been  the 
system  from  the  first,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  ccHnmitted  since 
July  2,  1824,  when  the  first  were  received,  is  four  hundred  and  fortj- 
six,  and  the  whole  number  of  recommittals  forty-four,  i.  e.  a  litde  1^ 
than  one  tenth.  Six,  or  a  fraction  over,  is  the  average  number  recom- 
mitted each  year ;  five  only  have  been  recommitted  the  last  year. 

In  New  Hampshire,  where  the  solitary  cells  are  occupied,  for  the 
first  time,  in  June,  1833,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  is  eighty* 
three ;  of  whom  sixteen  have  been  in  that  Prison  befiMie,  and  ten  in 
other  Prisons ;  i.  e.  more  than  one  fourth  part  have  either  been  in  that 
or  other  Prisons. 

In  Vermont,  where  the  solitary  cells  have  been  occnpied  about  one 
year  and  a  half,  giving  hardly  time  to  prove  the  effect  of  the  system,  of 
thirty-two  committed  last  year,  five  were  on  a  second  sentence,  i.  e. 
about  one  sixth  ;  but  it  is  not  stated  whether  any  one  of  these  had  been 
in  the  Prison  since  the  new  svstem  was  introduced. 

In  Massachusetts,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  now  in  Prison, 
including  a  number  who  have  been  in  Prison  a  long  time,  axty-sereo 
•are  recommittals ;  i.  e.  more  than  one  in  four :  of  one  hundred  and 
nine  committed  during  the  last  year,  sixteen  were  recommittals;  I  e. 
about  one  in  seven :  of  ninety-seven  discharged  previoos  to  January, 
1833,  who  had  had  the  full  benefit  of  the  new  system,  only  two  had 
been  recommitted  in  January  last ;  i.  e.  one  in  forty-six. 

In  Connecticut,  where  the  number  received  annually  may  be  stated 
as  varying  from  forty-five  to  sixty,  the  number  recommitted  last  year 
was  three ;  i.  e.  a  proportion  not  exceeding  one  to  fifteen. 

At  Auburn,  the  whole  number  received  last  year  was  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  besides  sixty  transferred  from  the  Prison  at  Sing-Sing* 
Of  these,  seven  were  recommittals ;  i  e.  one  to  eighteen  nearly,  not 
including  those  transferred  from  Sing-Sing.  Of  six  hundred  aad 
ei^ty-three,  the  whole  number  now  in  Prison,  fifty  are  recommittals; 
i.  e.  about  one  to  fourteen. 

In  Baltimore,  where  the  solitary  system  has  been  but  recently  intrO' 
duced  (about  two  years  and  a  half),  the  whole  number  in  Prisoo  is 
three  hundred  and  sixty-two,  of  whom  forty-four  are  recommittals;  le. 
^bout  one  to  eight 

In  Washington  city,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  is  forty,  and  the 
recommittals  two ;  i,  e.  one  to  twenty. 

18.  Effort  for  Convicts  on  their  Discharob. — ^There  has  long 
been  a  disposition  manifest  to  do  something  for  convicts  on  their  dis- 
charge, that  they  may  not  be  discoura|^.    This  dsposition  is  increas' 
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ing;  and  it  manifests  itself  in  seYeral  states,  in  furnishing  conTicts,  on 
their  discharge,  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes  and  a  litile  money,  that  Uiey 
may  not  be  in  immediate  want  There  are,  also,  persons  found,  who 
are  willing  to  employ,  countenance  and  encourage  the  well-disposed 
among  them.  For  years  past,  we  have  done  something  to  help  those 
in  whom  we  had  confidence,  to  regain  their  character ;  and  in  no  part 
of  our  labor  have  we  had  a  more  abundant  reward. 

**In  Maine,  when  convicts  are  discharged  from  the  State  Prison, 
they  are  supplied  with  not  less  than«two,nor  more  than  fire  dollars  each, 
and  a  new  suit  of  clothes.  Nothing  is  done  to  furnish  them  employ- 
ment after  their  discharge.*' — Joel  Miller,  Wctrden. 

"  In  New  Hampshire,  they  are  furnished  with  money  and  a  new  suit 
of  clothes  on  their  discharge ;  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  furnish 
them  employment." — Abner  P.  Stinson,  Warden, 

'*  In  Vermont,  the  generality  of  the  prisoners  earn>  by  extra  induatryt 
a  sufficiency  to  clothe  themselves  decently  when  discharged ;  and  those 
that  do  not,  are  not  sent  away  without  comfortable  apparel  and  a  small 
sum  of  money.*' — John  H.  Cotton,  Warden, 

**  In  Massachusetts,  the  prisoner  is  furnished,  on  his  discharge,  with 
a  decent  new  suit  of  clothes  and  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  five 
dollars ;  all  of  which  is  at  the  expense  of  the  Prison.  Employment  has 
been  obtained  for  them  in  many  cases ;  but  generally  they  do  not  re- 
quest any  assistance  in  that  way." — Charles  Lincoln,  Jun.,  Warden, 

"  In  Connecticut,  they  are  furnished  with  a  small  sum  of  money  and 
a  new  suit  of  clothes ;  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  fiirnish  them  em- 
ployment*' 

«  On  BlackweU's  island,  they  have  never  been  furnished  with  clothes, 
money  or  employment,  on  being  discharged." — J.  Ogden  WoopBurr, 
Warden, 

**  At  Auburn,  the  state  allows  an  average  of  three  dollars  in  money 
to  each  convict,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  to  defray  his  expenses  till 
be  can  find  employment  It  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  agent  to  give 
some  more,  and  some  less,  according  as  they  need.  They  are  also 
furnished  with  a  decent  suit  of  clothes  firom  those  worn  in,  if  there  are 
any  suitable :  if  not,  with  new  ones.  The  officers  and  others  connect- 
ed with  the  Prison  take  some  pains  to  find  employment  for  discharged 
convicts ;  but  no  systematic  pUn  has  been  adopted  for  the  purpose,  as 
there  should  be." — B.  C.  Smith,  Chaplain, 

"  In  Maryland,  as  each  of  the  prisoners  has  a  task,  and  receives  a 
compensation  for  any  labor  that  he  may  perform  beyond  it,  nearly  all 
of  them  have  a  sufficiency,  on  their  discharge,  to  procure  decent  cloth- 
ing, and  supply  their  immediate  necessities.'  If,  from  sickness  or  other 
causes,  it  happens  that  this  is  not  the  case,  they  are  suf^lied  by  the  in- 
stitution. No  plan  has  ever  been  adopted  by  the  state  authorities  to 
famish  discharged  convicts  with  employment** — ^Jambb  M'Evot,  Ckrk. 

"  In  Washington,  the  prisoner,  on  his  discharge,  is  furnished  with  a 
cheap  suit  of  clothes  and  a  small  sum  of  money,  which  are  considered 
sufficient  to  serve  until  employment  can  be  obtained.  The  keeper  has 
procured  work  for  two  or  three,  who  are  believed  to  have  done  weU.'*— 
Isaac  Clarke,  Warden, 

**  In  Kentucky,  when  a  prisoner  is  discharged^  the  keeper  gives  him 
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a  suit  of  clothes,,  five  dollars  in  money,  and  the  best  advice  he  eta 
give.'* — Joel  Scott,  Warden, 

**  In  Ohio,  a  suit  of  clothes  and  a  small  sum  of  money  are  given."— 
WiLLiA»i  W.  Gault,  Warden, 

19.  Printing  and  Distribution  of  the  last  Report. — ^This  Re- 
port was  stereotyped,  and  four  thousand  copies  of  it  printed  and  distrib- 
uted among  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society  ;  members  of  cod- 
gress ;  governors  and  members  of  the  committees  of  the  legislatures  of 
different  states ;  benevolent  gentlemen  in  the  country  at  large ;  and 
esteemed  firiends  and  correspondents  in  England,  Germany  and  France. 

20.  Moneys  received  and  EXPENDSD.'-The  receipts  of  the  Soci- 
ety, for  the  last  year,  amount  to  93770  61 ;  the  expenditures  to 
93522  06. 

21.  Domestic  Correspondence. — ^The  secretary  of  the  New  Jersey 
Prison  Instruction  Society  has  informed  us  of  the  formation  and  pro- 
ceedings of  that  society,  which  aims  to  extend  the  benefits  of  Sabbath 
school  instruction  to  the  State  Prison,  and  ascertain  the  abuses  existing 
in  County  Prisons,  and  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and,  if  possible, 
to  correct  the  same  ;  in  a  word,  to  extend  the  benefits  of  a  good  Prison 
discipline  to  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

An  association  has  also  been  formed  in  South  Hanover,  Indiana, 
connected  with  the  college,  having  similar  views  in  regard  to  the  state 
of  Indiana  ;  with  which  we  have  had  a  similar  correspondence. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey,  has  written  us  just  such  a  letter 
of  encouragement  as  might  be  expected  from  such  a  man.  We  give  an 
extract: — 

"  I  have  received  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  your  Priion  Discipline  Societj, 
and  have  been  greatly  refreshed  and  delighted  by  tne  blessed  fruits  of  your  labors 
of  loye  towards  a  class  of  our  fellow  men,  so  long  shut  out  from  hurain  symptthf. 
The  history  of  God*s  dealings  towards  your  enterprise 'is  full  of  encouragement 
and  instruction.  It  rebukes  our  past  unbelief  and  despondency,  and  powerfully 
animates  to  more  enlarged  efforts  in  the  cause  of  man's  redemption.  I  endoM 
my  mite.    I  wish  my  means  would  enable  me  to  do  more. 

Truly  yours, 

THEODORE  FREUNGHUYSEN." 

We  have  also  received  a  letter  from  a  venerable,  and,  judging  from 
the  letter,  a  highly  respectable  and  benevolent  old  gentleman  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  not  personally  known  to  us,  urging  us  to  abandoa 
the  ground  taken  in  the  last  Report,  in  favor  of  the  punishment  of  death 
for  murder.  The  letter  is  written  with  a  most  Christian  spirit,  and  is, 
perhaps,  as  good  a  letter  as  any  man  could  write  on  that  subject  But, 
separate  from  the  obligation  of  that  part  of  the  word  of  God  which  says, 
"  Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed,"  we 
know  not  what  can  be  done  with  such  a  man  as  the  murderer  of  the 
late  Mr.  Sayre  and  his  family,  of  New  Jersey,  so  just  and  proper  as  to 
take  his  life.  For,  suppose  the  punishment  was  imprisonment  for  lifet 
and,  after  his  conviction  and  confinement  in  the  State  Prison,  he  should 
murder  a  keeper,  there  would  be  no  punishment  for  this  murder  at  al 
Therefore  a  man,  whose  cold-blooded  malice  was  set  on  murder,  has  only 
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to  murder  one  man,  and  be  sent  to  the  State  Prison,  and  then  he  can 
murder  as  many  as  he  pleases  with  impunity.  Who  will  be  keepers  of 
murderertf  under  such  laws  ?  Let  it  not  be  said,  This  is  an  extreme  and 
improbable  supposition.  It  is  not.  The  case  has  just  occurred  in  Con- 
necticut. Cssar,  one  of  the  murderers  of  Hoskins,  the  keeper  in  the 
Prison  at  Wethersfield,  was  already  sentenced  for  life ;  and  now,  having 
been  prored  guilty,  he  is  sentenced  to  be  hung.  This,  we  think,  is  most  ' 
certainly  right ;  for  how  shall  human  life  be  protected,  if  such  a  man  as 
Caesar,  being  already  sentenced  for  life,  is  to  be  tried  and  prored  guilty 
of  murder,  and  then  gravely  sentenced  to  the  same  punishment  which 
he  was  subject  to  before.  We  hare  seen  too  many  bold,  cool  and  ma* 
lignant  murderers,  to  be  willing  to  lend  the  least  countenance  to  such 
a  law. 

22.  Foreign  Correspondence. — A  letter  and  a  very  valuable  par- 
cel of  pamphlets  have  been  recently  received  from  Samuel  Hoare,  Esq., 
treasurer  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society,  which  announces 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Crawford,  the  secretary  of  that  society,  and  Mr.  New- 
man, an  active  member  of  the  committee,  will  soon  visit  the  United 
States,  on  an  official  inquiry  into  the  state  of  Prisons  and  crimes.  This 
is  an  item  of  intelligence  of  the  greatest  interest  to  us ;  because  great 
good,  we  believe,  will  result  to  both  countries  from  this  vbit.  Mr. 
Hoare's  esteemed  favor  we  give  at  length  below. 

"  LoMDOK,  January  11, 1833. 

<<  My  de«r  Sir, 

"  I  have  just  received  from  Colonel  AspinwaU  seventy  copiei  of  th« 
Seventh  Report  of  the  Boston  Prison  Society,  witli  three  sets  from  the  first  to  the 
aiztb— one  addressed  to  Mr.  Garney,  one  to  Mrs.  Fry,  and  one  to  myself;  for 
which  I  beg  to  return  my  thanks.  I  am  tmly  mortified  to  find  from  your  letter, 
that  yoa  have  fiivored  us,  on  fonner  occasions,  with  similar  packets,  which  have 
never  reached  their  destination.  We  have  procured  copies  of  the  Reports,  from 
time  to  time,  through  the  medium  of  our  mends,  and  are  delighted  to  find  the 
cause  so  prospering  in  America.  Those  which  we  have  now  received  shall  be 
placed  in  the  han<u  of  individuals  whom  we  consider  most  likely  topromotc  tb« 
good  cause ;  and  if  you  repeat  your  kindness,  and  send  our  society  Ileports,  firom 
Sme  to  time,  by  a  vessel  bound  to  London,  and  directed  to  me,  they  will  be  warn  * 
of  reaching  their  destination.  We  are  making  up  a  parcel  for  you,  containing  a 
copy  of  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  secondary 
ponisfaments,  and  some  other  publications,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  interesting  to 
you.  I  hope  to  see  Colonel  Aspinwall  to-morrow,  and  be  instructed  by  him  as  to 
the  best  medium  of  conveyance. 

"  In  the  course  of  next  month,  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Crawford,  our  invaluable 
secretary,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Newman,  an  active  member  of  the  committee,  will 
visit  your  States  on  an  official  inipiiry  into  the  state  of  Prisons  and  crimes.  They 
will  take  the  very  earliest  opporUinity  of  waiting  upon  you. 

I  remain  voun  very  truly, 

8.  HOARE." 

23.  Report  of  the  French  Commissioners. — ^Messrs.  G.  de 
Beaumont  and  A.  deTocqaeville  have  returned  to  France,  and  printed  in 
French  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  440  pages,  containing  the  results  of  their 
observations  on  the  Penitentiary  system  in  the  United  States.  This  is 
a  prodoction  of  great  value,  full  of  important  information,  discriminating 
Tiews  and  fair  discussion.  The  gentlemen  have  done  America^  perhaps, 
more  than  justice,  and  France  and  the  other  nations  of  Eorope  an 
10  • 
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essentia]  service.  We  have  seen  very  few  books  on  Prison  discipline  to 
be  compared  with  this  in  real  worth ;  and  we  are  exceedingly  happj 
that  it  is  to  be  translated  and  republished  in  this  country  by  Francis 
Lieber,  editor  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Americana. 

A  few  facts,  and  a  single  extract  like  the  following,  may  speak  the 
praise  of  the  work  more  loudly  than  we  can  do  it. 

In  France,  18,000  convicts  cost  the  government,  for  (heir  mainte- 
nance, in  the  central  Prisons,  3,300,000  francs  annually,  or  $173,684. 
This  is  by  way  of  contrast  with  favorable  pecuniary  results  in  America. 

The  mortality  in  the  Prisons  of  France  is  1  to  14,  or  more  than  7 
per  cent.     Here,  too,  the  object  is  the  same. 

The  recommittals  are  4,000  out  of  16,000,  or  one  fourth  part,  and 
things  are  becoming  worse,  rather  than  better,  in  this  respect  Object 
the  same  as  before. 

The  expense  of  building  the  Prison  de  la  Royuette  in  Paris  was 
4,000,000  francs  for  400  convicts ;  which  would  make  the  expense  of 
building  Prisons  in  France  for  the  accommodation  of  32,000  conTJct^, 
which  is  the  whole  number,  if  the  same  plan  were  adopted,  320,000,000 
francs ;  while  the  commissioners  estimate  the  expense  of  building  a 
sufficient  number  of  Prisons,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  to  accommodate 
the  same  number,  at  30,000,000 ;  less  than  one  tenth  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  their  present  plan  of  building. 

They  recommend  introducing  the  American  system  in  France,  by 
building  a  model  Prison  as  an  illustration  of  its  benefits.  This  system 
they  describe  with  inimitable  beauty,  in  the  following  language : — 

'*  The  Penitentiary  system  presents  itself  to  us  with  all  the  adrao- 
tages  of  an  extreme  simplicity.  It  is  thought  that  two  depraved  beings, 
united,  will  mutually  corrupt  each  other ;  they  are  separated :  the  voice 
of  their  passions,  or  the  tumult  of  the  world,  has  bewildered  and  led 
them  astray ;  they  are  isolated,  and  thus  led  to  reflection :  intercourse 
with  the  wicked  h^d  perverted  them;  they  are  condemned  to  silence: 
idleness  had  depraved  them;  they  are  made  to  labor:  want  had  led 
them  to  crime ;  they  are  taught  a  profession :  they  have  violated  the 
laws  of  their  country ;  they  endure  the  punishment  of  this  violation : 
their  lives  are  protected,  their  bodies  are  kept  sound  and  healthj ;  but 
their  moral  suffering  is  unequalled.  They  are  miserable ;  tbey  deserve 
to  be  so.  Reformed,  they  will  be  happy  in  the  society  whose  laws  ther 
will  respect.     This  is  the  whole  of  the  American  Penitentiary  system." 

The  religious  influence  exerted  upon  the  prisoners  by  the  officers, 
chaplains.  Sabbath  school  teachers,  dec.  .i{i  America,  a  subject  on  which 
the  commissioners  dwell  at  great  length  in  the  body  of  their  report,  and 
the  want  of  which,  they  say,  will  make  it  difficult  to  be  introduced  in 
France,  they  have  Qmittcd  to  notice  {inadvertently,  we  presume,  as  they 
have  said  so  much  on  the  subject  elsewhere)  in  this  summary  view  of 
the  American  Penitentiary  system. 

* 

24.  Extremely  defective  Prisons  in  America. — On  this  sub- 
ject we  make  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  French  commissioners. 

*•  Ohio,  which  possesses  a  penal  code  remarkable  for  the  mildness 
and  humanity  of  its  disposition,  has  barbarous  Prisons.  We  have  felt 
deeply,  when,  visiting  the  Jail  at  Cincinnati,  we  found  half  of  the  Pns- 
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oners  loaded  with  irons^  and  the  remainder  plunged  into  an  infected 
dungeon.  And  it  would  be  impossible  to  describe  the  painful  impre»« 
sion  we  experienced,  while  examining  the  New  Orleans  Prison,  to  see 
men  huddled  together  pell-mell  with  swine,  in  the  midst  of  all  their 
filth  and  ordure.*  By  confining  prisoners,  they  do  not  expect  to  reform 
them ;  but,  merely  to  control  their  malice,  they  chain  them  like  ferocious 
beasts.    They  do  not  amend — ^they  brutify  them. 

"  If  it  be  true  that,  in  the  region  of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  the 
Penitentiary  system  is  entirely  unknown,  it  is  equally  certain  that  the 
system  is  incomplete,  even  in  those  states  where  it  is  in  operation. 
Thus  in  New  York  and  Bostont  there  are  Prisons  to  confine  criminals 
whose  punishment  exceeds  one  or  two  years ;  but  there  are  no  establish- 
ments of  the  same  construction  and  discipline  for  individuals  for  a  short 
period,  or  for  untried  prisoners.  With  respect  to  the  last,  nothing  has 
been  changed;  disorder,  confusion,  mixture  of  ages  and  characters, 
and  all  the  vices  of  the  old  Prison  discipline,  exist  We  saw  in  the 
New  York  Bridewell  more  than  fifty  untried  persons  in  the  same  room. 
Yet  these  are  the  ones  for  whom  well-regulated  Prisons  should  have 
been  first  established.  We  conceive  that  the  untried  person,  and  he 
who  is  condemned  for  a  alight  offence,  ought  to  be  environed  by  a  greater 
protection  than  the  more  advanced  criminal,  whose  guilt  has  been 
prored.  The  untried  are  sometimes  innocent,  and  always  presumed  so. 
How  can  it  be  tolerated  that  they  should  find  in  Prison  a  corruption 
which  they  have  not  carried  there !  In  the  Bridewell  in  New  York, 
where  the  untried  only  are  found,  they  have  no  regard  to  the  difference 
of  the  crimes  of  which  they  are  accused;  to  the  youth  of  some,  or  the 
old  depravity  of  others.  None  of  them  have  a  bed,  a  chair,  or  a  plank, 
where  they  can  lie,  or  upon  which  they  can  rest  their  heads.  And 
they  have  no  court  where  they  can  breathe  a  pure  air.  Yet  but  a  few 
steps  from  this,  there  is  a  perfectly  well-regulated  Prison,  in  which  con- 
demned criminals  are  confined.  In  the  United  States  we  find  the  best 
and  the  worst  Prisons." 

25.  Appeal  in  Behalf  of  Prisoners. — ^They  are  creatures  of  the 
same  glorious  Creator  with  ourselves.  They  have  eyes  to  behold,  his 
glory  in  the  heavens  and  in  all  the  work  of  his  hands.  They  have 
ears  to  hear  the  messages  of  his  mercy,  and  all  the  music  of  speech  and 
of  sound.  They  have  voices  to  speak  his  praise,  tell  their  joys  and 
sorrows,  and  humbly  acknowledge  their  transgressions.  They  have 
hands  to  handle  the  bread  of  life,  and  take  the  cup  of  salvation ;  and 
they  have  feet,  which  may  be  made  as  swift  to  do  good  as  they  have 
been  to  do  evil.  They  have  souls  like  our  own,  in  their  nature  myste- 
rious, in  their  existence  immortal.     They  can  love,  hope  and  be  happy ; 

*  Tbe  place  where  rrimtnals  are  confined  in  New  Orleans  does  not  deserve  ihe  name  of 
Prison.  It  is  a  frigfatftil  common  sewer,  in  which  ihey  are  heaped  up,  and  which  is  fit  only 
for  those  unclean  animals  that  are  found  mingled  with  the  prisoners.  It  must  be  remaiicea, 
Also,  that  all  who  are  confined  here  arc  not  slaves.  This  is  a  Prison  for  free  men.  It  appears. 
however,  that  the  necessity  of  a  reform  is  felt  in  Louisiana.  Tbe  governor  of  tbe  state  t(da 
^^  he  bad  repeatedly  requested  of  tbe  le^slature  an  appropriation  of  funds  for  this  object. 
It  appears,  also,  that  tbe  system  of  impnsonment  in  Ohio  is  about  to  be  entirely  changed. 

t  In  Itoslon,  the  case  is  somewhat  altered,  since  the  above  was  written,  by  tbe  constntc- 
t'on  of  a  suitable  building  at  Booth  Boston  for  a  House  of  Correction,  on  the  plan  of  the 
Slate  Prison, 
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tkey  can  hate,  despair  and  safier.    Th€(7  must  lire  forever  in  hell  or  in 
heaven. 

Possessing  bodies  and  souls  like  our  own,  fearfully  and  wonderfaOr 
made  by  the  hand  of  God,  like  us,  they  sustain  all  the  relations  of  this 
life ;  they  are  fathers  and  mothers,  husbands  and  wives,  parencsr  and 
children,  brothers  and  sisters,  sons  and  daughters.  Possessing  such  & 
nature,  and  sustaining  such  relations,  they  are  objects  of  QVnPs  re^fard. 
Our  glorious  Creator  cannot  disregard  the  wonderful  work  of  his  own 
hands,  because  he  was  made  in  the  image  of  God.  Should  i^  be  said, 
The  man  of  whom  yon  speak  is  a  guilty  man,  and  has  lost  the  image 
of  God,  it  is  admitted  as  a  melanchdy  truth ;  and  it  should  humble  him 
and  all  men,  that  it  is  true  of  him  and  them ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
this  melancholy  truth  brings  more  obviously  before  us  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  "  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  hU  hi  loved  us ^  aid 
gave  his  Son  to  die  for  us  while  we  were  yet  sinners.**  Surely,  tben, 
our  fellow  sinners  in  Prison  are  objects  of  our  heatenly  Father's 
regard. 

And  they  are  objects  of  regard  to  the  Son  of  God,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  He  intended  his  advent,  his  example,  his  atonement,  his  resor- 
rection,  his  ascension,  his  intercession,  for  them  as  well  as  for  others; 
and  if  they  will  repent  and  believe,  they  may  be  baptized  and  worthilj 
commemorate  his  dying  love  at  his  table.  "  He  was  anointed  to  prih 
claim  liberty  to  the  captive^  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound"  In  some  sense  he  makes  their  cas<e  his  own,  and  claims 
for  them  all  needed  kindness,  and  promises  to  those  who  extend  kind 
offices  to  them,  from  love  to  him,  the  same  rewards  as  if  these  kind 
offices  had  been  shown  to  him  in  person.  "  I  was  in  prison,  and 
ye  came  unto  me."  '*  Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  it  unto  me."  And  since  his  ascen- 
sion to  heaven,  he  does  not  forget  them.  **  From  heaven  did  the  Lord 
behold  the  earth,  to  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  loose 
those  that  are  a]M)ointed  unto  death."  Surely,  then,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  regards  the  prisoner. 

And  the  Holy  Spirit  regards  him.  Without  dwelling  npcm  the  sab* 
ject,  we  give  our  humhle  and  hearty  thanks  to  God,  that  oar  eyes  have 
seen  and  our  ears  have  heard  the  evidence  of  it.  There  are  men  from 
Prison,  within  our  knowledge,  who  are  proving  by  a  hdy  life  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  set  his  love  upon  them ;  who  are  exhibiting,  in  no 
ordinary  degree,  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  love^joy^peaee^  long'Suferingt 
gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance.  Ti^uly,  then,  the 
Holy  Spirit  regards  them. 

Shall  WE  disregard  them  f  This  is  the  practical  question ;  for,  strange 
aa  it  may  seem,  these  immortal  men,  sustaining  all  the  relations  of  life, 
on  whom  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  have  fixed  so  much 
regard,  will  be  in  Prison,  and  without  human  agency  they  will  have  no 
place  of  solitude  and  prayer;  no  sc^emn  stillness  by  day  or  by  night; 
no  copy  of  the  Scriptures ;  no  minister  of  religion ;  no  Sabbath  school; 
no  morning  and  evening  prayers;  no  useful  employment;  no  comfort- 
ahle  food,  clothing,  or  place  of  rest ;  no  sweet  breath ;  no  upright  and 
healthful  supervision  and  control ;  they  will  be  a  moth  upon  the  public 
industry  and  virtue ;  they  will  be  a  corrupt  and  corrupting  maae  of  living 
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men.  How  then  shall  we  ^eel  for  them,  and  what  shall  we  do  for 
them?  The  heart  of  the  community  must  be  touched  in  their  behalf; 
hamanity  must  feel  for  them ;  Christianity  must  do  what  Christ  com- 
mands her  to  do  in  their  behalf,  because  nature  and  revelation  lay  tho 
foundation  for  effort  in  this  cause. 

Are  prisoners  creatures  of  the  same  glorious  Creator  with  ourselves* 
having  bodies  and  souls  like  oar  ownt 

Let  us,  when  we  behold  the  works  of  God,  think  of  the  thousands 
who  are  confined  in  Prison,  and  cannot  come  forth  to  behold  his  works., 
Their  eyes  fasten  upon  their  high  and  massy  walls  and  iron  bdts  and 
bars,  and  cannot  see  the  earth,  and  some  of  them  not  even  the  heavens* ' 
They  are  not  blind ;  but,  in  ten  thousand  melancholy  particulars,  though 
they  have  eyes,  they  cannot  see.     **  God  has  pBt  their  acquaintance  far  • 
from  them.    The^  are  shut  up  and  cannot  come  forth."    Let  us  some- 
times  think  of  this,  when  we  open  our  eyes  upon  the  heavens,  and  the 
earth,  and  upon  oar  friends. 

And  when  we  hear  music,  and  speech,  and  glad  tidings,  let  us  thiok 
of  those  who  are  condemned  to  solitude  and  silence.  They  are  not 
deaf;  bot,  for  a  large  part  of  the  time,  they  cannot  speak  and  hear* 
Speech  and  hearing  have  been  so  long  and  alarmingly  perverted  by 
this  class  of  men,  that  it  has  become  necessary,  for  a  time,  to  restrain 
them.  But  on  the  holy  Sabbath,  when  the  tongue  is  loosed  and  the 
ear  is  open,  then  let  the  sofl  and  sweet  sounds  of  affection,  sympathy, 
instrnciion  and  prayer  fall  upon  the  ear.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  a  chap- 
lain or  a  Sabbath  school  teacher  in  the  State  Prison,  where  you  may  be 
allowed  to  speak  in  the  ear  of  those  who  seldom  hear  the  sweet  musip 
of  speech. 

They  have  hands  and  feet;  but  they  have  very  little  liberty  in  the  use 
of  them.  More  than  half  the  time  they  are  confined  to  a  very  narrow, 
cell,  and  the  things  which  they  can  take  in  their  hands  are  very  few. 
There  are  thousands  of  prisoners  in  our  country,  who  have  not  stepped 
withoat  the  walls  of  the  Prison  for  years,  in  the  day  time,  nor  out  of 
their  solitary  cells  in  the  evening,  afier  sunset.  And  the  few  things 
which  they  can  handle,  are  only  five  or  six;  such  as  those  with  which 
they  labor  and  take  their  daily  food.  Such  a  sight  as  that  of  a  father 
taking  his  child  in  bis  aims,  has  probably  not  been  seen  among  the  aiz 
thousand  inmates  of  onr  State  Prisons  for  several  years.  TheSe  hands 
and  feet,  thcvefore,  wjiich  minister  to  us  in  ten  thousand  ways,  pro- 
ducing pleasure,  though  possessed  by  our  fellow  men  of  whom  weqieak, 
axe  in  iVison. 

They  have  sonls  like  our  own.  They  are  capable  of  love ;  but  gen* 
erally,  when  committed  to  Prison,  they  are  filled  with  mtlice.  They 
axe  capable  of  hope ;  bat  their  guUt  and  punishment  generally  piodoce, 
in  tlie  best^egnlated  Prisons,  despair,  at  least  for  a  time.  They  are 
capable  of  happiness ;  hot  fteqoendy  their  misery  is  nnequaUed.  They 
are  immortal ;  bat  how  large  a  portioa  of  them  inherit  everlasting  pais 
and  sorrow !  Do  these  troths  uy  the  feandatkm  for  sympathy  and  be- 
nevolent effiNTt  in  theur  behalf^  or  of  indifference  and  neglect  T 

They  sostain  all  the  relations  of  life.  Ye  fathers,  think  of  those 
ftthers  who  are  separated  fiom  their  children  and  confined  in  Prison. 
Te  moiben.  think  of  those  molhen  who  are  confined  in  Prison.    Te 
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00110  wad  daughters,  think  of  those  sons  and  daogbteni  iriio  are  coo* 
fined  in  Prison.  Ye  parents,  think  of  those  parents  whose  children  are 
confined  in  Prison.  Ye  children,  think  of  those  childr^i  whose  parenu 
are  confined  in  Prison.  There  are  thousands  of  them  in  our  own  land; 
some  for  crime;  some  for  being  deprived  of  reason;  and  very  many  ibr 
snail  debts. 

Oreatures  of  God^  if,  after  his  image  had  been  effaced*  k  kas  beea 
impressed  upon  you,  and  you  rest  in  peace  beneath  the  Kght  of  his 
coimtenance,  think  of  those  who  have  been  justly  condemned  to  JPruoe 
for  crime.  The  very  aggravation  of  their  guilt  is  the  loud  call  ibr  your 
pity,  and  prayers,  and  efforts.  And  their  case  is  not  hopeleas.  Wis 
th^  never  a  time  when  you  knew,  firom  your  own  experience,  the 
flweetnesB  of  those  wordsw"  Though  your  sins  are  as  scarlet,  they  shall 
be  white  as  wool ;"  "  Ho,  every  one  Uiat  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  wa* 
lan ,''  and  "  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye"  7 
^  Disciples  of  Christ,  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  have  yo«  any  deeire  tbit 
the  riches  of  his  love  should  be  proclaimed  to  the  captive?  Will  yoo 
obey  the  command  of  Christ,  and  visit  those  who  are  in  Prison  ?  When 
yoQ  commemorate  the  dyin^  love  of  Christ  at  his  table,  will  jon  think 
aS  the  great  number  in  Prison  who  never  celebrate  'this  solenin  ordi- 
nance f  So  far  as  we  are  informed,  there  is  not  one  of  the  refonncd 
Prisons  where  the  Lord's  supper  has  ever  been  administered. 

Ye  who  are  comforted  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  have  his  Spirit  tesci- 
lyhig  with  your  spirits  that  you  are  eons  of  God,  what  would  you  giw 
to  see  aD  the  precious  fruits  of  the  Spirit  produced  in  every  beait  ii 
Prison  t  What  are  you  willing  to  do  towards  the  accomplislunent  of 
saeh  an  object  T  Did  you  ever  have  any  dbsibbs  of  the  mind  on  this 
sebiect,  amounting  to  barnest  pbatek  that  it  might  be  accomplished  I 

Cha^ains  in  Prison,  Sabbath  school  teachers  in  Prison,  pious  officets 
ia  Prison,  benevolent  fi-iends  of  prisoners,  children  of  God  who  hate 
been  discharged  fix>m  Prison,  or  who  may  remain  in  Prison,  the  Lord 
be  with  you,  and  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  you,  and  give  yon  peace! 
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▼JCE  PftS8IO£]fT8. 


WILLIAM  BARTLETT, 
WILLUM  REED, 
LEONARD -WOODS, 
WILUAM  JENKS, 
ELUAH  HEADING, 
EBENEZER  PORTER, 
BENJAHIN  B.  WISNER, 
•JEREMUH  EVART8, 

8.  V.  a  mhilder; 

JOHN  TAPPAN. 
SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY, 
BROWN  EMERSON, 
ALEXANDER  HENRY, 
CHARLES  CHAUNCEY, 

STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER, 
AUBXANDBR  FRinOE^ 
HOBERT  RALSTON, 
EDWARD  D.  GRIFTIN, 
HEMAN  HUMPHREY, 
WARREN  FAY, 
SAMUEL  GREEN, 
FRANCIS  WAYLAND, 
JUSTIN  EDWARDS, 
ALONZO  POTTER, 
PETER  O.  THACHER, 


FRANCIS  C.  GRAY, 
EDWARD  TUCKERMAN, 
LUTHER  F.  DIMMICK, 
EDWARD  BEECHER, 
SIMON  GREENLEAF, 
DANIEL  SHARP, 
J,  P.  STONE, 
LUCIUS  BOWLES, 
JOHN  a  WARREN, 
HENRY  J.  RIPLEY, 
CHARLES  LOWELL, 
JOHN  S.  PETERS, 
ROGER  MINOT  SHERMAN, 
THOMAS  H.  GALLAUDET, 
JOEL  HAWES, 
JEREMIAH  DAY, 
BENiAiaN  SILLDHAN, 
ELEAZER  LORD, 
JOHN  M.  MATHEWS, 
WILLIAM  JAY, 

THEODORE  FRELmQHUYSEIf , 
SAMUEL  SOUTHARD, 
SAMUEL  MILLER, 
ARCHIBALD  ALEXANDER. 


CORRKSrOHDUlO  MSMBXKS. 

THOMAS  BRADFORD,  Jim.  PhOadd^ 
JOEL  SCOTT,  FvaaUifari,  Kentucky 
SAMUEL  HOARE,  of  Landtm. 
DR.  JULIUS,  of  Hmmbtvgk. 
G.  DE  BEAUMONT,        i   ,  -    . 
A.  DE  TOCQUEVILLE,  \¥  rant. 


ft  S.  STORRS, 
RUFUS  ANDERSON, 
JAMES  MEANS, 
DANIEL  SAFFORD, 
JARED  CURTIS, 
SLAYID  GREENE, 


ASARAND^ 
HENRY  HILL, 
DANIEL  NOYES, 
EDMUND  MUNROB, 
GEORGE  COWLE8, 
J.  P.  FENNER. 


CHARLES  CLEVELAND,  TRSAfusia. 
LOUIS  DWIGHT,  SscsmjiT. 
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IXn  DIKKCTOftt, 
•ST  TBB  PATMXirr  OF  OMK  HUHDRXD  DOLLARS  AHD  UPWARDS. 


iUftony,  N.  F. 
Van  BMMsslaer,  Stephen 

BofiMI. 

Appleton,  Samnel 
Amstronjr,  Samiral  T. 
Biutey.  BenjamiD 
^Cbemoerlaiii,  Rkbard 
Cobb,  Nathaniel  R. 
Ceolidge,  Joteph 
Dwigbi,  Edmund 
Eliot,  Samuel  A. 
Gray,  Francis  C. 
Greenleafy  Jonathan,  by  a 

FViend 
Homes,  Henry 
Hubbard,  Samuel 
Jackson,  Charles 
Jackson,  Jamea 


Jackson,  Patrick  T. 
Lawrence.  Amos 
Lowell,  Cnarios 
Lowelli  John 
Muason,  Israd 
•Phillips,  Wyiiam 
Prescoit,  William 
Shatluck,  Oeonea  C. 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Tappan,  JoSa 
Ticknor,  George 
Tockerman,  Edward 
Ward,  Artemas 
Wells,  Chaiies 
White,  Stephen 
WiUis,  Nathaniel 

Dedhamf  Jfoss . 
Bnrgess,  Ebeneser 


Dwight,  Heniy 

JrtttnoitWf  iV.  Jr. 
Smith,  Peter 

RodutUr,  N.  Y. 

•Bissel,  Josiah 


Peabody,  Joseph 


WorcesUrf  Mua, 
Abbot,  J.  S.  C. 
Poster,  Alfred  Dnrigbt 
Salisbn^,  SiepbsK 
Waldo,  Daniel 


lilfE  MKMBXR8, 
ST  THK  FATXXVT  OF  THIRTT  DOLLARS  AND  UPWARDS. 


Alhmy,  N.  Y, 
0elaTao,  Edward  C. 
Hopkins,  Samuel  M. 
Norton,  John  C. 

Andaver,  Mom, 
•Cornelius,  Elias 
Edwards,  Justin 
Porter,  Ebenexer 
Woods,  Leonard 

Avinam,  N.  Y, 
Seymour,  James  S. 
Smith,  B.  C.  by  Officers  of  the 

Prison 

Baltimore,  Md, 
M'Kim,  W.  D. 

BaihjN.  H, 
Sutherland,  David,  by  Ira 
Goodolc 

Bedford,  N.  Y. 
•Jay,  John 
Jay,  William 

BeneHy, 
Ohphant,  David 

BoMton. 
Amory,  John 
Beeciier,  Edward 
Beecher^  Lyman 
•Bowdoin,  James 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Clapp,  Joshua 
Cobb,  Richard 
*Codman,  Catharine 


Codman,  Charles  R, 
Codman,  Henry 
Coshiof:  i^Am  r. 
Dana,  Nathaniel 
Dorr,  Samuel 
•Eliot,  William  H. 
Gray,  John  C. 
Green,  Samuel 
'^Greene,  Gardiner 
Greenwood,  F.  W.  P. 
Hill,  Henry 
Homer,  George  J. 
•Jones,  John  Coffin 
Lawrence,  Abbot 
Lawrence.  William 
Marvin,  T.  R. 
Bl'Lean,  Ann 
Monroe,  Edmund 
Otis,  Harrison  Gray 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Parker,  Ebenexer 
Parker,  John 
Parkman,  Francis 
Potter,  Alonao 
Rand,  Asa 
Randall,  John 
Rice,  Henry 
Ropes,  William 
Saflbrd.  Daniel 
Vose,  ilaomas 
Warren,  John  C. 
Wi^f^esworth,  Thomas 
Wdliams,  John  D. 
Winthrop,  Thomas  L. 
Wisner,  Benjamin  B. 
Worthington,  William 

BrcoUyn,  N.  Y. 
Carrol^  D.  L. 


Cttmhidgt,  MoMi, 
Adams,  Nehemiah 
Qoincy,  Josiah 


,  iv.  yi 


Eddy,  Ansel 


Cet$tm,  N.  Y. 
Cooke,  Thomas  B. 
Day,  Orrin 

CharUtUn,  8.  C. 
Bethune,  G.  W. 
Coming,  Jasper 

Curtis,  Jared 

Cosadtie,  N.  Y. 
Van  Dyck,  Abraham 

Jkmpertf  Mosi. 
Braman,  Milton  P. 
Cowles,  George 
•Oakes,  Caleb 


tyorehester, 
Codman,  John 


EduUmrgh,  Bccdaii. 
Dunlop,  John 

v'lMiio,  Pf»  jr. 
*AjcteU,H«uy 

GhmeetttTj  Mast. 
Jewett,  David,  by  a  Lady 

Hawtpton,  N*  H» 
Harris,  RoswcU 
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Hartjbrd,  Cmm, 
Hawet,  Joel 
Spriq^,  8«WMml 

HaoeHtUlf  Mast. 

Pbelpty  Damey 

fyntkhf  Matt. 
Ximbdl,  David 

Jamnnca,  L,  I, 
Crane,  Elias  W. 


MarUehead.  Matt» 
WUfiam 


Hooper,  Natftwaiel 
Reea/Y 


Middldoton,  Coim, 
Cmut,  John  B. 

MUtm,Matt. 
Tneker,  Nathaniel 

Newark,  N.  J. 
Hanihon,  W.  T. 

Nembmry,  Matt, 
Wright,  Heniy  C. 

Naebttruptnif  Matt. 

Banisiar,  Wimam  B. 

Banlett,  Williem 

*Brawa.  Moses 

Dimmick,  Luther  F. 

Proodit,  John 

By  a  donation  ia  books  firom 
Charles  Whipple,  to  consti- 
tute the  following  persons 
Life  Members : 

Davis,  Mai^  A. 

GreenieaT  Mary  C. 

Hodge,  Mary  D. 

TVwipeon,  Sarah 

Ntm  HaoeMf  Cttm. 


Brewster,  James 
Fiieh,  Eleeser  T. 

11 


Ntw  York  CUy. 
Allea^  Stephen 
Avenli,  Heman 
Boorman,  J. 
Brewster,  Joseph 
Broadhead,  Dr. 
•Chambers,  WiUiam 
Cox,  Samuel  H. 
Crosby,  W.  B. 
Eastbom,  Mnnton 
Falconer,  Archibald 
HedgM.  Timothy 
How,  Fisher 
Meson,  Cyrus  W. 
Mathews,  John  M» 
Bl'Auley.  Thomas 
Milnor,  James 
Patton,  William 
Perrit,  Pelatiah 
Post,  Joel 
•Rutgers,  Henry 
Schrmder,  J.  F. 
Spring,  Gardiner 
Stevens,  J.  C. 
Tnppaa,  Arthur 
Varick,  Richerd 
Woolsey,  William  W. 

Pettfb&ro  f  Ff.  IT. 
Smith,  Gerrit 

PhUadefykia,  Pern. 
Allen,  Solomon 
Carey.  Matthew 
Ely,  Kua  Stiles 
Henry,  Alexander 
Livingstflo,  Gilbert  R. 
Skinner,  Thomas  H. 

PitUjkU,  Matt. 
Newton,  Edward  A. 

Plymouihf  Matt, 
Robbins,  Josiah 

PortUmi,  Me. 
Tyler,  Bennett 
Ihri^  William 


Pmighktntkt  N.  Y. 
Cujrler,  ComoMM 

Rtthttay,N.J. 
Squier,  Job 

Aiiifln,  JfSuf. 
Cleveland,  J.  P. 
Emerson,  Brawn 
Phillips,  Steohen  C. 
WiUiams,  W^am 
Worcester,  Zcrvia  F. 

Behemetady,  N.  Y. 
Smith,  Peter 


BpringJUd,  Matt. 
good,  Samuel 


Osi 


Jfumatton,  Mfi. 
Rofe,  Duiiel 

Troy.  N,  Y. 
Tucker,  Mark 

Utiea.N.Y. 
Lansing,  D.  C. 
Scoekingt  Samuel 
Varick,  Abraham 

Weti  HaoerhiU,  MhM. 
Cross,  Abgah 

WeOurtJlekt,  Com. 
Barrett,  Gerrish 

Pilsbury,  Amos 


WUHamttOMm,  Matt. 
Griffin,  Edward  D. 

Wueattelf  MMf. 
Hooker,  Edward  W. 

WorcetUr.Matt. 
Foster,  Alfred  Dwigfat 
Waldo,  £.  8.  &  R? 
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SIOBTa  BBTOftV— 1888. 


npmjBjnmn, 


JFhm  May  28, 1832,  to  May  27, 1883. 


hJ^'T, 

BkbuP.  9 

Bl««K«r,  HanMBoa  S 

Boyd,  Peter  9 

Browo,  J.  9 

Gaab,  9,  do.  9  4 

Ctah,9,do.  I^  3  SO 

Cuh,  9,  do.  9  4 

C«^3,do.9  5 

De  Witt,  Richard  Tarick  $ 

Ban,  J.  1 

Bamphray,  Friend  9 

JohnaoB.  1 

Miller,  0.  9 

M orria,  W.  K.  9 

Sceood  Preab.  Chofeh  97  60 

Beymonr,  B.  A.  9 

Smitli,  I«ael  3 

Biuidry  Peraom  6  95 

Vaaor,  Jno.  L  9 

Van  Schaick  1 

WefaflCer,  Chariaa  9 

WHIard,  John  9 


Beltiruod,  Loetna 
Caah 

ColloB,  U. 
DIelCeraoa, «» 
PialEe,  N.  W. 
Bitetaeock,  £• 
BiuDpluey,  B. 
PitlEin,  SotomoB 
Bweelaer,  Lake 
Woiceater,  8.  M. 


CamO,  JaaMO 
OarroU,  fl.  O. 
Coll,  Roawell  T. 
Ellicot,  A.  it  J. 
Ball,  J.  W. 
Bofianl,  JaoMa 
Jarvia  Sl  Browa 
Rural,  O.  fl. 
Lilly,  Aloaao 
McDonald,  WmiBBi 
Metaeer,  M.  &  W. 
Owcaa,  Joeepk 
Panielle,  Bdwaid 
PlooJtBey,  Btbb 


B 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 


M 


Booth,  Joeefl^ 
]foaadifee,  Q. 
GkabtSOdo.  SOdo. 
DoBbar,  Daalal 


Abbott,  Jacob 
Abbott,  Jacob 

Adama,  Aaher 
Adama,  Cheater 
Adama,  Zabdiel  T. 
Adama,  William 
Adama,  BeiUamiB 
Adaa,  J.  R. 
ABden^  WUliaa 
Aaderaon,  Rultea 
Andrewa,  E.  T. 


9 

-9 
1  50 

9 


8 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 

9 
t 


m 

ABdrawa,  Jamea  9 

ABdrewa,  Caleb  9 

Andrewal  Alfked  A*  1 

AahtoB.  E.  V.  1 

Babcock,  Bb  B.  6 

Bacon,  L.  B.  1 

Bacon,  Joaeph  V.  3 

Bacon,  Robert  9 

Bailey,  Ebenexer  9 

Baker,  Jno.  9 

Baker,  H.  F.  9 

Balch.  Joaeph  9 

Ballard.  Joaeph  9 

Bancnwi,  Jacob  B 

Baaa,  J.  5 
Bapuat  Church,  Fedeial 
01.,  under  the  can  of 
Rot.  Boward  Makom,  37  75 
do.    do.    Gold  RiBC,  9  33 

Baiber,  JohB  N.  9 

Barnard,  Cfaarlea  9 

Bamard,MoeM  9 
Bamea,  D.  W.  itB,H,      9 

Barrett  St  Brown  9 

Barry  lb  Low  9 

Barry,  S.  F.  9 

Bany,  WiUhun  1 

Bartlett,  Lot!  9 

BarUett,  William  9 

Batea,  WiUiam  1 

Batea,  Saml  0.  Jbb.  9 

Battelle,  Leonard  9 

Bayliea,  Edward  fi 

Beaman,  Cha.  C.  9 

Bean,  Eliaa  9 

Belknap,  John  5 

BeBJamin,  Park  5 

Benaon,  John  9 

Benaon,  F.  A*  9 

Btfelow,  F.  R.  9 

Bird,  S.  J.  9 

Blake,  N.  5 

Blake,  Jamea  9 

Blanchard,  Joahna  P.  9 

Boaidman,  W.  fl.  5 

Bond.  William  B 

Bowditch,  N.  16 

Bowen,  Charlea  1 

Bowlea,  Leonard  1 

Bracket,  Rafha  1 

Bradford,  Georaa  9 

Bmdlee,  John  R.  9 

Brewer,  S.  N.  3 

Brewer,  Nathaniai  9 

Brewer,  Eliab  8.  1 

Brewer,  J.  A.  9 

Brewer,  Oeorae  A.  1 
Brewer,  G.  A^waU        1 

Brewer,  W.  A.  9 

Bridae  it  StOTena  9 
Brooka,  Peter  C.               90 

Brown,  William  1 

Brown,  J.  Vincent  1 

Brown,  Joaeph  M.  9 

Brown,  Charlea  9 

Brownell.GUbert  9 

Bullard,  Silaa  9 

Bumatead,  Joalah  6 
Bumatead,  Joalah  F.        10 

Buah,  Jotham  9 

Botler,  Jamea  9 


Batta,  laaae  R. 
Capen,  Nahum 
Carter,  Beniy 
Caiter  it  flendee 
Cart  Wright,  C.  W. 
Caah,  1,  do.  1,  do.  1 
Caah,  1,  do.  1 
Caah,  9,  do.  9,  do.  1 
Caah,  1,  do.  1 
Caah,  75  eta.,  do;  1 
Caah  Ibr  Repoita,  O.  B.  B. 
Caah,  SI,  do.  1 
Clwndler,  Ablel 
Channinf,  Walter 
Chapman,  GeorfB  B. 
Chapman,  Benry 
ChUd,  David  L. 
Clapp,  laaac  P. 
Clanp,  JoahBB  9 

Clarke,  B.  C. 
Clarke,  C.  W. 
Clarke,  Oilbert 
Clarke,  laaae 
Clarke,  JohB 
Clereland,  Aanm  P. 
Clereland,  Stephen  B. 
Codman,  Benry  I 

CuffiweU,  William 
Colby,  Gardaar 
Coleman,  BbhmhI 
Contribution 

do. 
Cook,  J.  C.  it  C. 
Copp,  J.  B. 
Cotton,  Joaeph,  Job. 
ColtoB,  J.  B. 
Cragin,  Lorenao  8. 
Cracker  it  Brewalar 
Crockett  it  8ea^ 
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9 
6 
1 

9 


Croeby,  Aaa 
CummCaga,  Daalal 
Cumminga,  Amoa 
Cunningham,  Qattlea 
Currier,  Ebeneaer  B. 
Curtia,  C.  P. 
Cuitia,  Bamoal 
Curtia,  T.  B. 
Cuahing,  ~ 
Cuahing, 
Cntler,Pliny 
DaffBtt,  B. 
Datton, John  U 
Daaa,Ephralm 
Dana,  Luther 
Dana,  Nathaniai 
Davia,  Thoflua  A. 
Davia,  Thonma  A. 
DaTlB,8amual 
Davli,  laaae 
Deaa,  C.  C. 
Dean,  C.  O. 
Deane,  WOllamR. 
Dearborn,  Nalhnalal 
Deming,  Janrea 
Denny,  Daniel 
Denny,  George 
Devena,  Richard 
Devena,  8. 
Deiter,  Jao.  B. 
DiekiBaoa,flHB*IM^la 
priatiag 


IB 
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Dklwm,  JtniM  A.  1 

Dou«tt,  John  10 

0oftt0tt,  Jobn,  JuA.  9 

00(6,  Daniel  9 

Dorr,  8amu6l  M 

0rew,  Chsriw  1 

Drary,  Otk  9 

DttBu,  J.  C.  9 

Dutton,  Honry  W.  9 

Dyor,  Ebeaeicr  B.  1 

Dyer,  £Kra  9 

Ea«er,  WlUlam  5 

Beioa,  John  9 

Bdwordt,  Ueniy  15 

£U,  Dnvid  H.  9 

Emeraon,  CuKle  9 

Emenon,  Qeotfe  B.  8 

Error,  1,  do.  45  eta.  1  45 

Eostie,  William  T.  9 

Eveleth,  Moeet  9 

Everett,  A.  U.  6 

Falrbnnke  %t  Uirlag  4 

FnlrtankiL  Dniry  1 

FaHcner,  Lttther  9 

Vuon,  Nnttaaatal  9 

Fearing,  A.  C.  5 

Fearing,  A.  lb  Co*  9 

Felt,  O.  8.  9 

Fenner.J.  P.  9 

Feaaenden,  Jno<  M.  9 

Fiak,Bamttel  9 

Flagg,  Joalah  5 

Flagg,  John  O.  9 

Fleteher,  Rlchaxd  9 

FoUanaby,  E.  F.  9 

Forbea.  Charlea  9 

Fotd,  John  9 

Foater,  Edward  A.  9 

Fiaacia,  Da^d  9 

Freeman,  John  D.  1 

French,  Benjamin  V.  9 

Preach,  Jonathan  6 
French,  Jonathan,  Jon.     5 

Friend  1 

Friend  9 

Friend  9 

Oafleld,  Thonai  9 

Ctale.  Bamuel  9 

Gardinler.  John  1 

Oaaaelt,  Heniy  10 

<aatee,JaBMeW.  9 

Oilbeit,  John,  Jw.  9 

GUbeft,Lo9ia  9 

Gilbert,  Bamoal  9 

OUbert,  Timothy  9 

Olover,  J.  E.  9 

Goodnough.  Peter  1 

Goodrich,  Bamnal  9 

Goodwin,  Oslaa  5 

Gordon,  Geerga  W.  9 

Gore,  W.  1 

Grant  k.  Daalott  4 

Grant  lb  DaalaU  10 

Gray,  Frederic  T.  9 

Gray,  Fiancia  C.  60 

Greele,  P.  9 

Green,  David  3 

Greene,  Nathaniel  9 

Greene,  Chailee  G.  9 

Greenleaf,  Bamoel  10 

Gregg,  Daniel  9 
Groevenor,  Lemuel  P.        9 

Guney,  Nathanlal  9 

Badley.  Charlaa  9 

Hale,Knoeh  9 

Ball,  Joeeph,  Juu  9 
BaU,  Jao.  P.  1 

Hall,  Andnw  T.  9 

flaU,  M.  9 

Hancock,  Wttllaa  I 

\  Vnatuik  1 


Harmon,  John  9 

Harper,  Edward   ,  9 

Harvey,  Peter  9 

Haakell,  Amoe  H.  9 

Haskell,  A.  W.  9 

BAell,  Edward  9 

Haakina,  Thomaa  W.  1 

Haatinga,  Daniel  9 

Haatinga,  Joeeph  B.  9 

Haughton,  Jamea  9 

Haugbtoa,  Richard  9 

Hawea,  Prince  5 

Hawea,  IL  9 

Head,  George  B«  9 

Heiaey,  Cornellua  9 

HlUlard,  Gray  lb  Co.  5 

Hinckley,  T.  C.  9 

Hobart,  Albert  9 

HoHia,  Thomaa  9 

Holman,  Heniy ,  9 

Homer,  George  9 

Homea,  Henry  90 

Hooper,  B.  0.  9 

Hoamer,  Epenetna  9 

Hooghton,  N.  9 

How,  Hall  J.  9 

Howard,  BeiUamin  9 

Howard,  A.  9 

Howe,  George  9 

Howe,  Jabes  C«  9 

Howland,  Henry  J.  9 

Hubbard,  WUUam  J.  9 

Humphrciy,  9 

Hunt,  N.  r.  9 

Hyde,  William  9 

Inchea,  Henderaon  5 

In^am,  Joeeph  3 

Jackaon,  Mtaa  L.  9 

Jackaoa,  Ward  9 

Jaeoba,  Benjamin,  Jnn       1 

Jellilet,  John  5 

Jelliaon,  Zecharlah  9 

Jewett,  John  H.  5 

Jocelyn,  Lewie  9 

Johnaon,  MUton  9 

Jobna<»^  Samuel  9 

J<mea,  Ebeneier  9 

Jonea,  EliphaleC  9 

Joaea,  J.  A.  9 

Jonea,  Jno.  B.  10 

Kendall,  A.,  Jan.  9 

Kendall.  H.Sadth  5 

Kendrick,  RuAia  9 

Kimball,  Ambroae  9 

Kimball,  Daniel  9 

Kimball,  Eliphalet  9 

Kittredge,  Alvah  9 

Kubn,  6.  H.  9 

Lambert,  W.  G.  5 

Lane,  Jonathan  9 

Lane,  J.  H.  9 

Lane,  Lamaon  lb  Co.  9 

Latham,  tfarcua  4 

Lawrence,  Samnel  5 

Leach,  Jamea  9 

Leavitt,  Charlaa  F.  9 

Lee,  Ann  10 

Lee,  Henry  3 

Leeda,  Theodon  C.  9 

Leeds,  Benjamin  9 

Leeda,  Joeeph  LaFufalte  9 

Leland,  Sherman  9 

Lemlat,  Edwin  1 

Light,  George  W.  1 

Lincoln,  Enaign  9 

Lincoln,  Prancii  9 

Linccrfn,  Heman  5 

Lincoln,  Heman  9 

Lincoln,  Oliver  9 

UtUe,  Eohett  E.  9 

Uveimoie,  laaat  9 


Lobddl, 


1. 


80 


Lombard,  Amml  C. 
Longley,  Jamee 
Loiittg,  Bamahaa  T 
Lorikg,  Benjamin 
Lorittg,  Chailea  G. 
Lorlng,  Com.  Im.  OAm 
Loring,Emah 
Loring,  Jamee 
Loring,  Joeiah 
Lovejoy,  William  R. 
Low,  laalah 
Low,  Joeeph  H. 
Low,  J.  J. 
Low,  J.  J. 
Lowell,  Chaitoa 
Lowell,  Charlaa 
Mackay .  T.  B. 
Manf  Held,  Jamea 
Manafleld.  laaac 
MMsta,  Joon 
Marah,  Richard  a 
Marvin,  Theoph&na  B. 
Maaon,  W.  P. 
lfaaoB,JameaJ. 
Maaon,  LoweQ 
Maaon, 

Maynara,  Waldo 
McGaw,  Jno.  A* 
Maana,  Jamea 
Meara,  El^ah 
Meldnim  it  Co. 
Mellen,  John 
Mellen,  Moaaa 
Merrick,  Francia  J. 
Heaaenger,  C 
Morrill,  Jamea 
Morae,  Haaen 
Newell,  Mcmtgomery 
Newell,  Montgonwiy 
Newhall,  Cheever 
Newman,  Hamnel  H. 
Nickeraon,  Ebaneaar 
Noyea,  Daniel 
Oliver.  Henry  J. 
Oagood,  J. 
Oagood,  J.  lb  Bl  A. 
Otio,G.  a. 
Paiae,  J.  W. 
Pari,  Amaaa 
Park,  Thomaa  B. 
Parker,  laaac 
Parker,  JaaMa 
Parker,  Jonathan 
Parker,  Matthew 
Parker,  8.  H. 
Parker,  William  A. 
Paraona,  Thomaa 
Peek,  John  M. 
Peaniman,  Henir 
Perkina,  Reidamfli 
Perklna,WIUIam 
Petera,  Edward  D. 
Pbelpe.  8. 
Plckeriag,  John 
Pickman,  B.  T. 
Pierce,  Joalah 
Pierce,  Bamoel  B. 
Pierce,  William 
Pierpont,  John 
Pond,  Moeae 
Pool,  Frederic 
Poor,  Benlaafda 
Porter,  Edward  P. 
Porter,  Royal  L. 
Piay,  laaac  C. 
Pray,  laaac  C. 
Pray,  John  H. 
Prichard,  OUman  ^ 
Pricbard,  GilmM 
Prieat,J.  F. 


9 
9 

5 
9 
9 
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PlWlOTy  J*  C» 

PuNlwrd,  John 
RMd,  BeojMnia  T. 


Bapofuaold 

do.      do.     Inr  O.  B. 
do.      do.  by  PorkiM 


SoynoldVWlSiuB  B. 
BhodavN.^C. 
Bieo,  John  H. 

Birhirdw»a.Bobttt 
Bobbins,  Cundlor 
XobUna,  Bobert 
BoMnooB,  Mnicoi 
Bo^ara,  J.  V.  8. 
Bofan,  Wamn  A. 
BogBim,  John  Gortaam 
BoUlna,  WUllam 
Bopu,  Hardji  Jon. 
Bonell,  Odionie  St  Co. 
aallbnl.  Hoary 
flftlEofd,  Daniel 
aalfccd,  Oantel 
Saliobuiy.  Samael 
8€]iolflold,A. 
flcnddor.  CbailM 
Soarle,  Janoa  M. 
Soaver,  Boi^Jamin 
Bboray.  Jobn 
Blotooaa,  Artemaa 
Bimpaon,  Mktaaol  H. 
Skinner,  Franeia 
Skinner,  L. 
Smith  Jit  Ballard 
Saaith,  Joaenh  L. 
Spooaer,  W.  B. 
Spragne,  Phlaaaa 
Sianum,  F. 
Siedmaa,  Wimam 
Stetson,  Caleb 
SteTcnaon,  W. 
Stoddard,  Chailee 
Sioddard,Davld 
Siodder,JU»bert  H. 
Stone,  Willlan  W. 
Siorvr,  N.  B. 
SoUlTan,  John  W. 
SolliTan,  John 
Sumner,  Bradford 


Swett,  Samael 
Tafipan,  Cbailee 
Tarbell,  Thomaa 
Tennejr,  Samael 
Thncher,  Peter  O. 
Thajcter,  Beojamin 
Thojer,  laaae 
Tbomdike,  land 
Tbomdike.  WUUam 
Thanton.  I^iAan 
Tibbeta,  J.  O. 
Ticknor,  W.  D 
Tiffiuiy,  Lyman 
TUeelon,  WUUam 
Timmina,  Henry 
Toorneend,  U.  B. 
Tcaey,  E.  C. 
Train,  Enoeh 
Train,  Bamoei 
Trott^  Bamaiead 
True,  Benjamin 
Tnckennan,  W.  it  G. 
Tnlla,JameB 
Twombly.  Alezaader 

Vlla.Jamee 


10 
fi 

9 
10 

175 

175 
t 
14  16 

9 

5 

9    • 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 
60 

9 

9 

4 

9 

5 

9 
10 
90 

9 

9 

9 

9 

5 

1 

3 
10 

9 

6 

1 

9 

1 

3 

5 

3 

9 

9 
15 

9 

9 

5 

9 

9 

9 

9 

5 

9 
10 

9 

9 

9 

9 

5 
90 

9 

9 

9 

5 

9 

9 

3 

9 

9 

5 
10 
10 

9 

5 

9 

9 

1 

9 

9 

1 


Tina],  Otte  9 

Walt,  William  S.  5 

Wait,  S.  Lee  9 

Waitt,  Henry  9 

Walea  St  Ruaaell  1 

Walea,  Thomaa  B.  30 

Walker,  Amaaa  9 

Walker,  Bam  1 

Walley,  Samuel  H.  3 

Warren,  John  C.  10 

Warren,  BIchard  9 

Waieraton,  Robert  9 

Wataon,  Edward  1 

Walaon,  Mim  9 

Wella,  Alfted  9 

WelU,  Charlea  A.  9 

Wella,  John  B.  9 

Wentnrortb,  Jamea  9 

Wetherel,  John  9 
Wheelwnght,  Lot,  Jan.     3 

Wheelwright,  John  9 

White,  Cfaarflea  A.  5 

White,  Charlea  3 

Whitmore,  O.  O.  9 

Whitney,  Paul  3 

Whlton  4t  March  6 
Wlggleaworth,  Edward  9 
Wiggleaworth,  Thomaa      5 

WUley,  Newton  9 

WiUiama,  £.  It  Co.  9 

WiUiama,  WUlard  9 

WUliama,  Moaea  5 

WUIlama,  S.  B.  9 

WiUiama,  Timothy  5 

WUUa,  Henry  9 

Wilaon,  F.  W.  I 

WilMin,  John  A:  Co.  9 

WUaon,  Hanrey  1 

Wincheater,  Edmund  5 

Wood,  Ephraim,  Jun.  1 

Woodman,  George  9 

Wooda.  Georfe  A.  9 

Yatea,  Jamea  O.  3 

CbaOndM,  JHoM. 

PUftey.J.G.  9 

Ware,  Henry  9 

Wofceater,  Joeeph  E.  9 


CutdaU,  JV.  r. 
Adama,  John 
Cash 
Collection 
Day,  £.  B. 
Hale,  Thomaa 
Uawley,  Earn 
MeKinatry,  Henry 
Sherman,  B. 
Van  Veeten,A. 
WUaon,  F.  N. 


9 
9 

4 
1 
1 
9 
9 
1 
1 
9 


AnaUn,  WUllaaa,  £»  1831, 9 

Doaae,  John, Jun.  9 

ETorett,  Edward  5 

Fay,  Warren  9 

FUnt,  Simeon  9 

Jackson,  Henry  9 

Kidder,  Samuel  9 

Uaeoln,  Charles  9 

Mclatire,  E.  P.  9 

Skelton,  Matthew  9 
Skelion.  Mallhew,fbr  1031,9 

Tafts,  Amos  9 

Wanen,  laaas  9 


FerBepoits. 


c^xscUf,  jr.  r. 

,J.L. 


Bionk,  Laonard 
Ely,  John 
Hollenbeek,  Ehodn 
Beed,  EpenetUB 
Van  Dyek,  Abcaham 


9 
9 
B 
9 


Brmman,Mtttoa  P.,by  Mit. 


Esit  Hsrt^brd,  Ofoa. 
Cash 

Goodwin,  George 
Hall,  Thnothy 
Morrow,  J.  If. 
Olmated.  8. 
Pitkin,  Samuel 
Pitkin,  Daniel 
Stanley,  M. 

Sherman,  Roger  M. 


1 
9 
1 
1 
9 
9 
1 
1 


Contribution  In  SLbv,  John 
Mitcbell'a  Society  17  78 


Oowlea,  Col. 
Hart,  Simeon 
Hooker,  Edward 

Orwu^afrf, 
Alvord, E. 
Caah 

Jcmmi,  Henry 
Leavett,  Mary  B. 
LeaTott,  Hooker 
LeaTstt,  Horatio 
Pheipe,  A. 
Ruaaell.  N.  E. 
Supplyinff  Pulpit 

Gfeeg,  OliTer 

iiSf^prs,  C<MMia 
Anderaon,  Robert 
And  rue,  BUaa 
Barnum,  J.  P. 
Bergh,  O.  B. 
Brace,  Jonathan 
Brinamade,  U.  N. 
Bull,  J.  W. 
Bull,  E.  W. 
Buace,  Jamea  M. 
Butler,  A.  W. 
Caah,  50  cu.,  do  1 
Caah,  1,  do  1 
Caah 

Chaffee,  H.  B. 
Chapin,  A.  St ' 
Cook,  £.  P. 
Cook,  OllTor  D. 
CopeUnd,  MelvlUe 
Egglealoo,N. 
Eadico^Wml•m 
Pot,  Gurdon 
Gallandet,  Thaaas  H. 
OUman,  Eli 
Goodwin,  U.  9d. 
Goodwin  ^  Co. 
Hameialey,  WUllam  J. 
Howes,  Joel,  by  Ladlss 
Hoamer,  Charlea 
Hoaroer,  J.  B. 
Hadaon,  B. 
Indny,  W.  H. 
MarahaU&Co. 
OInvud,  John 


9 

1 


9 

1 
1 

9 
9 
9 
9 

9 

a 


75 


5  74 


1 

9 
1 
1 
3 
9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
9 
1 
9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
30 
9 
1 
9 
9 
1 
9 
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Ptck, 

Bftfe,  Jaaon 
Seymour,  Glwftoi 
S^ourney,  L.  H. 
Sifloiirney,  CbariM 
Smith,  Norman 
Spring,  6WB|1.  by  Laditi 
Sumner,  fi.  F. 
TninUr, 
Taylor  k,  MUIer 
Ward.R.B. 
WaUcfnaon,  David 
Watlcinflon.R. 
Weeks,  J.  8. 
Wells,  James  H. 
Whiting,  Charies 
WUdman  ^  IlamOton 
Williams,  Thomas  8. 
Woodbridte,Waid 

Bame,  Jeremiah 
BasseU,J.  V. 
Cash 

Darting,  Charles 
Hudson,  WUliam 
Mellea,  James 
Mitchell,  A.  C. 
Sprague,  S. 
Tliunton,  E.  C. 
VanSickie.P. 
WiUiams,  BUsha 


2 
] 
9 
S 

9 
90 
9 
1 
9 
9 
6 
1 
1 
9 
9 
9 
5 
9 


I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
9 
9 
9 
I 
9 


50 


Crane,  Ellas  W.,  from  the 

lAdiM  of  the  Ptm.  Oon.  90 

Higsbee,  Abiam  1 

Pannet,  H.  3 

Shelton,  Nathan  1 

Van  Wicks,  V.  W.  3 

Wicks,  Eliphalet  5 

Janes,  Horace  9 

Janes,  Elijah  9 

Lansing,  Cornelius  9 

Parmelee,  Elias  9 

Pafmelee,  E.  R.  1 

Reid,  James  9 

Seelye.  8.  '  1 

Walbrldge,E.W.  9 

Austin.  William  9 
First  Congrega.  Church, 

a  contribution  96 

Second  Congrega.  Soci- 
ety, a  contribution        92 

MamekeMUTt  Cbaa. 

Pitkin,  Horace  5 

Wood  bridge,  Welles  9 

Meridmt,  Comk 

Booth,  \Valter  1 

BuMh,  Fen  no  1 

Cowleii.  E.  A.  9 

Hinsdale,  Chutes  1 

Pratt,  Pbllo  1 

'J'Ibbats,  lsaa«  J.  1 

Vale,  Julius  1 

JftddCefevn,  C»iui. 

Allen,  D.  1 

Bacon,  Bei^amin  1 

Barnes,  J.  9 

Carrington,  C.  9 

Cash  3 

Casta  1 


59 
50 


19 


Children  38 

Clark,  R.  I 
Crane,  John  R.,by  Ladlea  30 

Gear,  A.  S.  1 

Hayden,  U.  1 

Hinsdale,  Mr.  1 

Hubbard,  Nebemlah  9 

Hnbbardf  Abigail  1 

Nash,  Capt.  9 

Rand^  R.  1 

Southmayd,  Samuel  9 

Stanley,  George  W.  9 

Ward,  Hra.  9 

Ward,  W.  D.  9 

Jfemmrkt  J^'  J- 

Beach,  E.  9 

Frelinghuysen,  Theodore  5 

Ward,  Aaron  9 

<WnB0a rj^Jii  ^T .  7. 

Belknap.  A.  1 

Brown,  J.  8.  h.  John  5 
Cash                                      50 

Cash,  1,  do.  1.  do.  1  3 

Cbambera,  Jonn  1 

Cornwall,  G.  1 

CrawfordlD.  9 
Lawson,  J.  D.                        75 

Roe,  JenbrsoB  9 

JVtefturfperC,  JMIsst. 

Friends,  by  L.  F.  D.  3 

A)n0  Jbvca,  Cnm. 

Andrew*.  B.  H.  8 

Austin,  D.  1 
Bacon,Leonard,bT  Ladies 

of  the  Centre  Church     30 

Baldwin,  Simeon  9 

Beers,  Isaac  1 

Beers,  Timothy  P.  1 

Beniamin.  E.  9 

Bradley,  Abraham  9 

Cash,  1,  do.  1.  do.  1  3 
Cash,  1,  do.  SO  cts.  do.  SO 

cts.  9 

CInrke,  J.  N.  9 

Davis.  S.  P.  1 

Day,  Jeremiah  9 

Dennison,  Henry  9 

Dow,  Vireii  M.  9 

Durant,  II.  9 

EUiot,  M.  G.  1 

Forbes,  J.  it  Son  9 
Fitch,£leaKerT..  towards 

Life  Meuibersiilp,  firom 

Btudentu  in  Ysle  Col.    93  50 

Gtbbs,  Josiah  W.  9 

Gilbert,  L«vi  1 

Goodrich,  Chauncey  A.  9 

Greggs,  I^TOfvt  9 

Hadeu,  J.  C.  I 

Ililier,  J.  1 

Hitchcock,  Samuel  J.  9 

HotchkiM,  H.  ft:  L.  9 

Hoichkiss,  L.  1 

Hotchkiss,  Ezra  9 

Hotchkiss,  Wooftar  9 

Hotchkiss,  R.  9 

Hull,  Sidney  9 

Ives,  Eli  9 

Jarman,  P.  T.  9 

KlDgsley,  Jamea  L.  9 

Kuevals,  8.  W.  9 

Menyman,  O.  I 

Nicholson,  J.  1 

Peek, N.  9 

Sherman,  R.  M.  1 

SlwrnuUiRofsr  9 


SIDiman,  Benlamiii 
Skinner,  A.  N. 
Thompson,  Katimn  S. 
Totten,  Gilbert 
Townsend,  Isaac,  Jan. 
Townsend,  Isaac  B. 
Trowbridge,  Henry 
White,  Dyer 
Whitney,  Uenftottm 
WUcoi,J. 
Woolsey,  T.  D. 

Mm  Tvrk  Gtf. 
Aleott.  H.  W. 
Aldrich,  H.  D. 
Amoiy,  J. 

A  Friend,  anonymous 
Arnold,  D.  U. 
Baker,  Cornelius 
Baker,  J. 
Barstow,  C. 
Beqjamin,  Mr.  D. 
Benjamin,  S. 
Bergen,  James 
Bergb,  John  C. 
Betnune,  Isabella 
Boornian,  J. 
Booth,  W.  A. 
Browu,  Silas 
Brower,  Jacob 
Brower,JobB 
Brower,  J.  L. 
Brower,  J.  G. 
Brunnel,  L.  A. 
Buchanan,  James 
Butler.  Henry 
Carrick,  RIcbard 
Cash,  3,  do.  3 
Cash,  10,  do.  9 
Cash 

Cash,  1,  H.  1 
Cash,  9,  do.  1 
Cash,  1,  J.  B.  T.  1 
Cash,  9,  do.  1,  do.  3 
Cash,  9,  do.  9,  do.  1 
Cash,  1,  do.  9,  do.  1 
Cash,  5,  do.  9,  do.  1 
Cash,  9,  do.  9 
Cash 

Cash,  9,  do.  9 
Cash,  3,  do.  9,  do.  9 
Cailin,  J.  H. 
Chalmers,  James 
Chamberlain,  W. 
Chnndler,  J. 
Cbardon, 

Chauncey,  William 
Ctihbcinie,  J. 
Cocbmne,  R.  J. 
Ctrk,  Thomas  C. 
Cockran,  A.  G. 
C^olgate,  George 
Collins,  J.  B. 
Conner,  James 
Cook,  Edward 
Comelle,  R.  C. 
Corning,  Edward 
Crosby,  W.  B. 
Curtis,  George  &  Edward 
Cusbman  Ml  Falkoer 
Davidson,  C. 
Dav,  Mahlon 
Dellano,  Jesse 
Dodge,  W.  E. 
Ooremus,  Thomas  L. 
Dow,  Josiah 
D.  8.  J. 

Edwards,  AJfted 
Ellsworth, 


Fanshaw^  Daniel 
Fenn,  Oaius 


3 

fi 
I 

o 

am 

2 
2 
S 
9 

1 
3 


Q 

9 
S 
10 
3 
2 
2 
2 
9 

•9 

A 

m 

2 

» 
2 
5 
9 
2 
2 
9 
I 

If 
9 
9 

19 
9 
9 
8 
9 
6 
5 
4 
8 
4 
3 
4 
6 
9 
1 
9 
3 
tt 
9 
9 
9 

s 

9 
a 

2 
9 

2 
9 

90 
9 
2 
9 
9 
2 
2 
2 
9 
3 
9 
9 
2 

i 
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^rtmmmn,  Ptfaiy 
*riaB4s.  wwiil 
Salter,  Robert 


tanotflon.  H.  V* 


tvom,  TlaoClqr  R. 

[amM,R.  T. 
ua,ChwlM 
Eall,  C.  D. 
lalaey.  A.  P. 

Isfft,  Laehu 
lavm  it  Co, 
Eendrieks  tt  BroUwif 
liBMlsle,  Henry 
liaadale,  H. 
[o«,  Robert,  it  Cb. 
hmmmn,  Mmny 
IolbnM»k,L. 
loMea.  Hence 
IflilAiid,  O.  W. 
IoliBei,0. 
lolmee^BllHi 
Iott,8. 
iomee,  OIMb 
Io«r,  O.  W. 
low,  FWMf 
low,  C.  W. 
loyt.C. 
I  vd,  Joiui  R. 
laid,  J. 
loilfavrt,  J.  D. 
latchiaaoa,  R.  F. 
IvtcbiBMn,  R«  J. 
[.  6.  P. 
Fonee,  H.  H. 
fodd^ftemiMl 

r.  8. 

.B. 


_  Ridiard 

LeeTett,  Joihiia 
LotdyBleexer 
Lofvett,  Jamee 
Law,  Beth 
Ifamoand.  J.  P. 
BUnrUi,  Henry 
HeArthv,  IhiiicaB 
McCall,  Jamee 
Mead,LeeBder 

sker,  Devid 

iker,  J.  C. 

b. 

aaqgr^ion,  JonB 

Hone,  Bidaqr  S. 
Morton,  W. 
Homy,  BamlltoB 
Manay,  Bomnen 
Mumy,  Undley 
Nelaon,  Joba  6. 
MeTine  it  Tofwneead 
North,  Jolm 
Ootboat,  J. 
Oegood,  R*  H* 
Parker,  Jamea 
Patten,  Richard 
Peari  Street,  No.  134 
Peets  n»  ^F* 
Phyib,  Robert 
Phyfe,  Robert 

Porter,  *D.  C. 
Porter,  B.  A. 
Port,  B. 
Poet,  GeorfB  D. 
Prior  lb  Bowne 
IankiB,iohB 


9 

9 

10 

s 
s 

9 

S 

9 

ft 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

5 

3 

1 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

3 

3 

9 

9 

9 

3 

9 

9 

9 

1 

9 

9 

9 

9 

6 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

6 

9 

6 

9 

9 

9 

3 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 


Reporti  eold  by  J.  P.  H. 
Rbodee,  A. 
Roberts,  C.H. 
Roetier,  A.  S. 
RuaBell,  C.  H. 
RnthToa,  Joba 
Seymour,  McNefl 
Shedblin,  H.  H. 
Sheflblin, 
Shepherd,  Jtdm 
Shtpaiaii.G.  P. 
Staples,  Seth  P. 
SteTeas.  Samuel 
Stuart,  John 
8laart,R.L.IbA. 
Saydaitti  Abiam 
Swett,  M. 
Taylor,  Knowlee 
Thomas.  T.  ^  SDb 
Thorn,  J. 
Tbnies,  Francis 
Torrey,  B.  P. 
Tracy,  F.  A. 
Tracy,  F.  A. 
Tweebank,  Tbomas 
Vsnderpool,  Beach 
W.  O.  k  Co. 
Walnwrlfht,  E. 
Walker,Wllliun 
Ward,  Samoel 
WesaoB,  David 
Wetmoro,  D.  W. 
Wheeler,  B. 
Wheeler,  B. 
Wheeler,  M. 
White, 
White,  Ell 
Whltemora,  A.  W. 
WhlttBf,  WiUlam  B. 
Wniiam,  M. 
Wdcot,  Frederic  H. 
Wood,  Aoffostiis 
Wrlj^Jobi 


Clsrke,  Ii 
Hopkins,  John 
Warner,  OllTor 
Whitney,  Josiah  D. 
Williams,  Elipbalet 
WUllston,  J.  P. 


PJUkda^Jbis, 
Allen,  Boloraon 
BUghC,  Oeorfs  W. 
Brown,  D*  P> 
Brown.  John  A. 
Ball,  Marens 
Channeey,  Nathaniel 
Dicksm,  James  N. 
Earp,  Thomas 
Elmes,  Thomas 
Harding.  John 
Harwood,  Ij. 
Heniy,  John  8. 
Keafy.  J.  M. 
Kinf.  John 

Lymmglon,  Alezaader 
I^wklrk,  Manhew 
Pollard,  A.  F. 
Ralston,  Robert 
Rlehafds,BeiiJ.W. 
Btryker,  J.  B. 
WsHace,  WUIlam 
Williams,  Beary  8. 
Worts,  Charles  8. 


IfiO 

I 

9 

9 
9 
9 
5 
9 
1 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
1 
9 
9 
8 
9 
30 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
5 
I 
9 
1 
5 
9 
9 
9 


1 
9 

9 
9 
9 
1 


10 
9 
3 

9 
9 
9 

9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 


Blaachaid,  ChariM 


9 
9 


Cash  1 

Cash  9 

Cross,  Nathaalal  9 

Dana,  David  5 
Dwi^^  WiUlam  T.,  by 

Ladles  of  Third  Choich  30 

Oreele.  H.  H.  8.  5 

Neal,  John  5 

Owens,  Joseph  3 

Smith,  Isaac  9 

Southgate,  Horatio  9 

Steele,  Ebenaaer  9 
Tyler.  Bennett,  by  Ladles 
of  toe  Second  and  Hl^ 

St.  Churches  30 

Previdaws,  R. /. 
For  Reports,  by  Comml 

stoners  of  the  town  7 

Jisatf s^A,  JIfaM. 

Hitchcock,  Calvin  9 

Rssdmff^cM* 

Reid,Jared  9 

arfM,Jlbsr. 

Adams,  Joseph  9 

Baivtow,  Gideon  9 

Brown^Ephraim  9 

Dean,  WUliam  9 

Dodge,  Pickering,  Jon.  9 

Kenney,  Jonathan  9 

Lawrence,  Ellxa  3 

Lawrence,  Charles  9 

Peele,  Wiliard  9 
Pickman,  Benjamin,  Ibr 

1839  aad  1833  90 

Robinson,  Nathan  9 

Shepherd,  Michael  9 

Smith,  George  H.  9 

Sprague,  Joseph  G.  9 

iWdwell,  WlBlaa  9 

Tucker,  Gideon  9 

Whipple,  Heniy  9 

White,  D.  A.  9 

BUa^Wuiiam  1 

Bontecoa,  Daniel  9 

Bowdoin,  W.  H.  1 

Banker.  H.  L.  1 

Byeis,  Jamee  3 

Carew.  Jossnh  1 

Cash,  1,  do.  1  9 

Cash,  1,  do.  1  9 

Dwl^t,  Francea  9 

Ely,  Josdn  9 

Foster,  Lewis  1 

Hooker.  Josiah  1 

Howard.  Chailea  9 

Hubbard,  Boardmaa  1 

Hubbard,  Linus  1 

Hunt,  Jonathaib  1 

Lee,  RosweD  9 

Meniam,  Chailea  1 

Morris,  Oliver  B.  9 

Newbaiy,  John  1 
Osgood,  Sunn,  by  ladles  30 

PynchoB,  Mis.  1 

Reynolds,  Bamnel  1 

Reyaolds,  Daalal  1 

SheOeldfJ.B.  1 

Stebbias,  8.  H.  9 

vvanMr,  inonaa  i 


A#fld, 
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ti 


u  a:  r. 

Bigelow,  T.  B.  2 

Cash,  1,  (lo.  1,  50  3  50 

Casb,  1  1 

Cuf  hman,  J.  P.  3 

Haiffbt,  William  D.  9 

Hail,  J.  C.  1 

Hooker,  J.  H.  9 

Kellogg,  li.  O.  9 

Naxro,  Henxy  9 

Perry,  A.  B.  9 

Powell.  A.  &L  1 

Rilev.  Norton  k.  Co.  9 

Sobbins,  A.  3 


RoaMlI.  Joaeph  9 

HcflboDOoveu,  J.  V.  9 

Billiman,  R.  U.  9 
Townaendfflowland  &.  Co.  9 

Weed,  A.  9 

Wtturftrd^  a:  r. 

Boiat,  8.  B.  1 
Cash  10 

Doe,  I?.  B.  1 

Hazard  4t  Co.  9 

House,  J.  1 

KimbaU,  E.  H.  9 

Lewis,  1 


Haaderrttle, 
Naswell,  Jolin 
Near, 


Barrett,  Oemali,  by  Ladies 
in  Wflthersfield,  Coaa.  30 


Abbot,  J.  8.  C,  by  Uues 

Slaters,  100 

Foeier,  Alfted  Dwifbi     70 
SaUsbory,  8te|ibeB  SO 


Burnt  received  at  die  close  of  0ue  year,  afier  the  accomit  of  the  TVeosurcr  »a»  cut  sarf 

OMtditedf  earned  to  the  mccount  of  the  next  year. 


DtMvertf  Mess. 

Brown,  James  1 

Cowlea,  George  9 

Frost,  Caleb  L.  9 

FrochlnglMm,  Joaeph  9 

Banger,  Abaer  9 


Shillaber,  Ebeneaer 
Upton,  EUJab 

Rcadf^iJL  JKwt. 

Hltcbcock,CalTin 


1 
9 


Damon,  John 
Reid,  Jared 


3 


SalMwiy,  Btepten, 


APPEITDIX. 


A. 

To  the  HtmorahU  Legiskiitire  of  the  State 
^CJf^  Ha»ip«Atr«,  at  their  June  Setsion, 
1833.  ' 

AfmeaUy  to  the  requisitioiit  of  tbe  irtatute  In 
relation  to  the  Stale  Prison,  the  following 
report  of  the  Warden  is  respictfitUy  fub* 

1.  INCOME. 
Arae  Shop, 

Property  on  hand. 

Me73],1838»..    1,569  51 
— — tiaee  por- 

ehaaed,  pay  of 

ovvneeia,  lU.    1,605  49 


Brought  forwwd 9^,776  4t 


6ile8  of  StoM, 

labor  on  New 
^Priwn,  Ac....    3,819  35 
oloelc  and  toole 

on  band,  AprU 

30,1833, 3,430  96 


3,484  99 


7,950  33 


8,487  56 


Making  the  net 
iNn  of  the 
SUiae  Shop « 3,765  40 

amia  Shop. 
Bioe|[  and  toola 

on  hand  Bfay 

^31.1833, 3,598  80 

Btock  and  tooia 

ilnce   porcha- 

wd,  wages  of 

OHmoeg,  dec..    4,834  78 

Sales  A  snomit 

ehtrged    New 

Prison  flxr  inm 

and  labor 6,98155 

Property  on  hand 

April  30, 1833, 

mctadbig  two 

horses  and  ap- 

pamtnaiaMa- 

cUns  Shop...    3,517  03 

10^496  56 

laeoBesineellay               — — 
31|1833, i 8^11  00 

Cintod  iMWUd...... 85,776  40 

E 


Property  on  hand. 
May  31, 1839,..    9,080  40 

Property  since 
purchased,  sal- 
ary of  overseer, 
*c 3,467  31 

5,487  71 

Amount  of  sales 

since  May  .ii, 

^leaa, 4,956  31 

Stock  and  tools 
on  hand  AprU 

30,  1833, 9,195  70 

7,158  81 

JLaftTing  a  balance  in  Ibvor  of 
Shoe  Shop,  of 1^554 

^     ^       ^       medwigUSk^. 
Btock  and  tools 
on  hand,  May 

31.  1838. 883  69 

Stock  ana  tools 

since  purchas- 
ed, Including 
stock  and  tools 
of  Cooper's 
Shop  (discon- 
tinued), pay  of 
overseer,  dec,,    9,899  30 

""——•—    3  788  90 

Sales  of  last  year,    9,713  81     ' 

Property  on  hand, 
April  30,  1833,    9,493  09 


5,136  94 


Inonne  of  last  jear, 

Cash  received  noni  visitors 
since  May  31, 1838, 


1,353  95 
806  73 


Making  the  total  amount  of 
last  year's  income, •8/10138 

8.  EXPENDITURES. 
Provisions       on 

"hand,  May  31, 

1838. 1,088  98 

Provisions  since 

purchased,....    8,901  55 

3,994  47 

Provisions       on 

hand,  April  30, 

1833, 997  69 

Ammint eonsnmed  last yotf,  I  aam.  ^« 

•04  cttxted  forwaid,         j Wf  ^ 


isa 
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» 


Biwckt  IbnrirA, *. «9,987  41 

MdlngmndCIo-^ 
tfelac  OB  band. 

May  ai,  tana, 4i6» 

leddingaadClo- 
tlitDgckicapitt^ 

cbaaed, 1;BB» 

I;H4  61 

Biddbig  and  Clo- 
thing OB  band, 
April  30,  1833, M8  69 


Oom  fin- tft«  lot  year, 

SxpMiMV  for  fur- 

wtare,       ftiel. 

bookt,  on  kaad 

iMljrear,. <W>  11 

Salary  of  depaty 

warden,  pay  of 

watchmen  Jbei, 

ibC 9,814  56 


3,474  67 


y^nltttre,  Itoel, 
hoeke,  Ae.  on 
hand,  April  30, 
1633, 1,«M65 

CoMomed  of  thoae  aitlclaa 

km,  year, , 1,550  09 

OiMherged   eonrlctc,*  •  for 

«loihevandeaeh  ftinilih- 

edonlearhig, 976  31 

lloepltal--for  pay  of  physl- 

elaa,  BMdiclnefl,  Jte. ....^    137  60 

Ecpaifaon  buildlnp,  yard, 

kt7 945  06 

laiareflt— for  balaaee  paid 

14  01 


Total  amoaat  of  ezpendi- 
IBTM  alBce  May  31, 1839,. . 


l^vvtaif  the  anoont  of  laat 
yoar*^  net  gains  to  tba  in* 


95,846  36 


93,157  19 


RECAPITULATION. 

Whole  amoant  of  property 

enlMBd,  May31, 1639,..  10,463  34 
CiMrii  on  haMi  same  time,.  130  93 
OahU  dae  the  Prison,  after 

deducting    the    amount 

•wed.  May  31,  1839,....  13,386  43 


»t   of   property    on 

hand,  Aprtt  30,  ISn 15,437  11 

OlAoB  hand  same  time,. .  435  90 
lahinee  of  debts  due  Prison 

above  the  amount  owed,  11,966  81 

amoant  of  prop- 


23,969  70 


97,139  89 


ertyitoee  last  year, 93,lo7  13 


number  of  convicts.  May  ^, 

1939, ........7,s  89 

Itted, 14 

-^103 
by  ezplratloa  of  sentence,.     8 

1 

—    16 


kn  eentlnemwit,* 


87 


■lBceMay31,1639, 9 

ABIIIEK  P.  8TIN80N,  Wardm, 


^^^^M^P  ^^   w^PV   ^^9^^W  Ji  F  Bw»^Sa  W 

<pii»f,.»riH»,iai>.  { 


B. 

Kepresentatives,  January  9,  1833. 
That  so  much  of  the  governor's  addi 
relatee  to  assignments  of  property  by  debleis, 
and  to  ImprisonDMnt  fof  debt,  be  leferied  to 
Messn.  PbUlips  of  Salem,  MelrUI  of  PlttsfieM^ 
Ames  of  Dedham,  Chapia  of  Leyden,  aad 
Taylor  of  Longmeadow, 

Attest,  L.  B.  GUSHING,  CEw*. 


Extract  Jrom  the  Rgport  of  the  CvmmiUn 
to  the  House  of  Rqareeentatu^ee,  Jan,  21, 
1833. 

For  severs]  year*,  the  attentfan  of  the  Irgis- 
lature  has  been  excited  by  various  and  iaccs- 
sant  complaints  of  the  operation  of  the  exiseiaK 
laws  of  the  commonwealth  upon  the  sappoeed 
rights  and  interests  of  that  nuBwsoua  poiiisa 
of  our  fcllow-eitiEens,  eoraprlsed  in  the  re- 
spective classes  of  debtors  and  creditors. 
These  complaints  have  reference  ehiefly  to  ibe 
evils  of  imprisofuneat  for  debt,  and  to  the  difi- 
culty  of  obtaining  the  discharge  of  inmlveat 
debtors,  as  well  as  of  securing  an  eqvMaUe  dte- 
tribution  of  their  ^flbcts. 

The  inezotdUHCf  of  inprisoBBMnC  for  deU 
is  concedcQ  by  maay,  wh(»,  as  creditor*,  can- 
not be  regardless  of  their  private  taitereecs,  and 
as  citizens,  have  everv  inducement  to  ceasell 
the  public  welfare.  8uch|  in  effirct,  has  beea 
tlie  derision  of  public  opinion  npon  this  peiaU 
that  the  power  of  the  law  la  now  raretv  uss^ 
for  legitimate  aad  honorable  pnrpoaea,  but  is, 
in  most  cases^perverted  to  inJurtoDs  aad  ia». 
proper  ends.  The  records  of  the  faeto  setiafoe* 
tortly  prove,  that  but  few  if  anv  emditetsiesoit 
to  imprisonment  to  enforce  the  paymeot  ef 
large  debts ;  that  all,  or  nearly  aU,  the  com- 
mitments, are  for  the  moot  ineonsiderahle 
demands,  originating,  not  oaftodneBUy,  fea 
extortion  or  malice  on  the  part  or  cfedhen ; 
that  but  few  debu,  even  for  the  emaHeH 
amounts,  are  recovered  upon  fanprlaoameat ; 
and  that  the  effect  of  impfisonniont,  in  nearly 
ail  the  cases  which  now  occur,  le  to  depnrp 
debtors  of  the  means  of  |»oitable  empk^nent, 
and  to  create,  without  any  corresponding  hta- 
efit,  a  heavy  ezpenae  for  their  matoitenaaoe. 
It  would  seem,  also,  to  be  the  reaolt  of  impar- 
tial investignrion.  that  neither  the  esprrirare 
nor  the  terror  of  imprisonmeat  exerts  tlie  sahi- 
tary  moral  influence  which  has  beea  heivteforr 
ascribed  to  It ;  but  that  its  tendency  la  rather, 
in  respect  aHhe  to  creditor  and  dohtot,  to  Im- 
pair the  force  of  good  principles,  aad  excite  the 
worst  passinnsj  by  upholding  a  specks  of  pMiy 
tyranny,  whlcn  enables  one  elasa  to  opjavse 
another,  and  renders  both  remorveleas  and  vis- 
dictive.  Banliruptcy,  whether  the  resah  sf 
misfortune  or  fraud,  has  not  been  dimloishi^, 
nor  does  it  appear  that  It  ever  can  be  dimin- 
ished, by  Indiscriminate  penaltiea,  Aom  wbich 
the  dishonest  may  always  escape,  and  lo  which 
the  unfortunate  ought  never  to  he  auhlMted  f 
and  the  standard  of  commercial  mosality  aisst 
have  suak  beyond  the  power  of  law  to  sasiain 
it,  when  the  only  foundation  of  credit  is  • 
compulsory  proceas,  which  aAeda  no  sccanly 
to  those  who  can  im  Icmgar  lepoaa  rnnMenra 
in  each  other. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  viewed  as  the  pew 
0^  depriving  a  citixen  of  hia  personal  libeity 
without  any  imputation  of  Anadyand  withsal 
any  form  of  trial,  if  It  cannot  bo  shown  to  be 
technloaUy  an  Infiacthw  of  tha  BW  of  Ughta^ 
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iB^r,  aeveitlieleflt,  be  repogiiaat  totbe  ■pirit  of 
ibe  Coottitutioa,  and  ■obveriive  of  iu  declared 
objects.  The  Ixmeit  maa,  who,  by  the  mbfor- 
tuae  or  &ult  of  othen,  ii  compelied  to  forego 
Che  payment  of  debu  due  to  hiaself,  and  la 
thoe  deprived  of  the  meana  of  anewering 
the  denands  of  hie  creditor*,  deaervee  the 
proteoUoB  iaitead  of  the  punighment  of  the 
law.  He  It  chargeable  wltn  no  crime  j  be  doee 
ziot  endanger  the  [tublic  peace;  he  has  loet 
every  thiag  bat  bis  liberty  ;  and  apon  what 
principle,  recognlxed  in  our  civil  compact,  shall 
this  remaining  possession,  which  he  acquired  as 
a  ftee  citiscen,  and  now  prizes  as  the  only  priv- 
ilece  of  his  eanditinn,  be,  without  a  hearing 
and  without  a  remedy,  suddenly  and  forcibly 
wrested  from  him  /  Bach  a  case  might  occur 
every  day,  under  the  authority  of  our  laws, 
were  it  not  that  public  (pinion  would  over- 
whRlm  with  scorn  the  miscreant  creditor  who 
abould  dare  to  perpcimte  tlun  legalised  enor- 
mity. But  In  any  case,  unaocompanied  with 
«ircamstances  which  exciie  sympathy,  and 
hnni  the  4aw  with  in liti inanity  and  inju^ 
lice— in  a  case,  even,  of  siippiMK.*d  or  noCo- 
fioos  fraud — upon  what  principle,  kuown  to 
the  Constitution,  shall  tlui  ilebtur  be  hurried 
into  imprisonment,  before  a  single  complaint  of 
fraad,  or  the  slightest  prima  facie  evidence  of 
irand,  has  been  produced  asaiust  him?  if  it 
l»e  aaid  that,  in  the  case  of  any  debtor,  such 
Imprisonment  is  but  the  legal  consequence  of 
the  contract  into  which  he  voluntarily  entered 
with  bis  creditor,  it  mny  be  demanded  of  tUe 
legislature,  by  what  constitutional  wamnt  it 
has  andertaken  to  restrict  the  relation  between 
debtor  and  creditor  by  such  a  tenure,  as  that.  In 
ail  eases  of  insolvency,  under  whatever  cir- 
curascances,  the  law  cannot  talie  its  course 
without  thus  authorising,  nay,  requiring  and 
ttiforclBg  imprisonmoot,  as  a  preUmiaary  pro- 
ceedMif ,  sttbject  only  to  the  will  of  the  creditor  ? 
That  the  law  is  not  always  carried  into  effect — 
that  all  the  insolvent  debtors  in  the  common- 
wealth, whatever  may  be  their  character  or 
situation,  have  not  been  immured  in  the  com- 
mon gaols,  and  compelleu  to  pass  their  term 
of  couAoeroent  in  disgraceful  companionship 
with  felons,  has  not  been  because  the  law  is 
not  suiBciently  comprehensive  and  indiscrim- 
inate to  erabmce  sJI  cases,  but,  as  has  been 
already  remarked,  becauM  the  good  sense  and 
ffood  feeling  of  the  community  continually 
frown  npon  most  of  the  attemjits  tu  execute 
Che  law.  For  all  the  conset]uences,  however 
aggravated,  which  might,  as  well  as  all  which 
do,  result  from  the  operation  of  the  law,  the 
leginlacnre  Is  responsible }  and  if  there  be 
involved,  in  any  of  tbene  consequences,  the 
sacriiiee  of  rishts  of  person  or  jiroperty,  which 
the  Coustitution  holds  sacred,  the  legislature, 
not  reatraiued  and  not  Justified  by  the  rules 
(^  technical  constmctiou  which  control  the 
courts,  has  no  alternative  but  to  repeal  the 
law. 

fkteh  ia  the  view  which  year  eoromlttee 
entertain  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  They 
believe  It  to  be  ineffectual  for  aay  good  obieet ; 
and  they  have  no  doubt  tlmt  it  is  often  renilered 
snbsttrvient  to  iniquitous  purposes.    They  do 


not  perceive  by  what  coostitulMmal  authorftp 
it  is  annexed  as  a  penalty  to  all  cotttnMs 
Iwtween  debtor  and  creditor.  In  additioA  to 
iu  other  evils,  they  believe  it  to  have  been  tho 
eouree  of  unnecessary  and  baitbensome  oa- 

Snse.  They  woula  deem  it  honorahio  to 
kssachusetts,  to  have  led,  instead  of  foNowiii^ 
ether  states,  in  measures  for  Its  abolition ;  b«l 
If  it  has  been  deemed  the  part  of  wisdom  lo 
await  the  result  of  the  experiment  elsewhoio, 
they  would  refer  the  legislature  to  the  preva- 
lent opinion  in  every  state  In  which  it  has 
been  abollshod,  of  tho  safety  and  benefit  ot 
the  change. 
(SIfned,)        8.  C.  PHILLIPS, 


BmuB  ^  Rxf whtfisat,  Feb.  6, 183S. 

The  special  conunitteo,  to  whom  was  rolbr- 
red  "so  much  of  the  governor's  address  as 
relates  to  assignments  of  property  by  debtmn^ 
and  to  imprisonment  for  debt,'*  having  pi»> 
cured  returns  ih>m  the  gaolers  of  the  reepeet 
ive  counties,  of  the  coamitmeots  from  tho 
30th  September,  1831,  to  the  30th  Septembor, 
1839,  have  made  a  synopsis  thereof,  which  io 
herewith  respectfully  submitted. 

A  careful  investigation  of  these  returns  hto 
enabled  the  committee  to  present  the  followiof 
results  for  consideration : — 

1st.  That  there  were  1346  commitmeDls  for 
debt  in  the  year  ending  the  90th  September 
1839. 

ad.  That  469  were  by  aathorlty  of  Jaatlooa 
of  the  peace,  on  execution,  and  333  do.  do.  oft 
mesne  process. 

3d.  That  lOtil  cases  were  for  rams  not  os- 
ceeding  $50jjind  841  cases  were  for  sums  aot 
exceed  Hi  g  ^sNL 

4th.  That  the  average  aaonnt  of  debt  oa 
commitments  by  authority  of  Justices  of  tho 
peace,  does  not  exceed  $19  50 ;  the  average  of 
the  coets  of  suit,  of  commitment,  and  of  board, 
of  this  class  of  eases,  is  $8,  except  when  dis- 
charged by  the  "peer  dsMors*  seth,**  and  thMt 
amounts  to  $11. 

5th.  That  nearly  half  of  ail  the  oonimitnooli 
are  oa  wffwt  prsssst. 

6th.  That  a  great  proportion  of  thoee  in  tho 
county,  are  made  during  the  months  of  Jfooo, 
July  and  August,  and  consequent^  are 
oppressive  on  tho  laboring  classes  of  eoi 
nity. 

7thly.  That  the  aggregate  number  of  com- 
mitments (with  the  exception  of  the  county  Of 
Suffolk)  was  795 ;  of  these,  987  were  released 
by  the  " peer  dettars*  mUL"  wea4cey  tf  esientisn, 
lun-pafmemt  4jf  tserd,  ana  aitiitery jfaies  ,*  eoaao- 
quently  tws-J^ftks  of  the  whole  numb««  may  be 
considered  as  a  total  loss  to  the  creditor,  not 
only  of  the  debt,  but  of  tiie  costs  and  expoooa. 

Lastly.  That  from  January  1,  1890,  to  91 
December  1830,  there  were  eleven tkousandtmem 
hundred  and  eigkt^-tkre*  commitments  for  debt, 
in  Suflblk  county,  of  which  seess  tfcsasend  ssvm 
ktrndred  and  three  were  for  sums  not  eseeeding 
twsaty  de/lers/ 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

S.  C.  PHILLIPS, 


PKHON  DiBcirum  BociBTr. 


Ih 

Hi 

1  r 

i  I 

1  r 

[if 

I 

lt» 

11 
1 

Jff 

1 

ft 

1 

H 

1? 

Jr 

1 

SB 

£ 

1 

I 

^11 

Vj 

&rE 

;^ 

«|! 

e^ 

hi 

-1 

If 

if 

ll 

jr 

tr,„«.,/c. 

i 


tmilmnU/or  Diht  in  Af  County  of  Saffott,  by  AtMerOf  tf  C.  C.  Plm 
WW  ^KificM  BfPiaet.f^m  IM  Jinutry,  1810,  to  3ljf  i?rmi*cr,  lb30. 

lilSD.brC.  C.Fbu,  1161:1.  P.  nSli  l«Ul,  IMI.— IBai.C.  C.  1>.  M3  ;  J.  r.TTIiUUl,  1314.- 

i(sa,c.  c.  ?.au:J.  F.na;  toui,  ini? iM3,n.  c.  r.MiJ.  p.  TMi  lotii,  ion.— iMt,  c.  c.  r. 

— 1.   .   _   ,«.._._.   ..^      '-~l,t!.C.P.aia;  J.P.SW;  lolMl,74l.— IBDS.C.ir.  P.3fflil.F.I*ii, 

J.  p.  wsi  i««l,  IWi— laf,  d.  c.  p.  SB;  J.  p.  reSi  tsui.TOi— 
ui,  lao^.- is3o,c,c.r.  333|j.  r.7»i  uuLin&^-TouiLC.CP. 
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c. 

nejtrtt  qitartefbi  Rtport  of  tht  Overseen  of 
the  Htmae  of  Uorreetion  to  the  Hon.  CUy 
Council  of  the  CUy  of  Boston. 

Tbe  overMera  of  the  House  of  Cocrection 
feel  it  iBcumbeDt  oa  them  to  make  such  period- 
ioel  euieBeiibi  of  the  concerns  ef  that  establkh- 
xnent,  as  shall  enable  tiie  city  goveromeot  to 
lionn  a  Judgment  of  the  manner  ki  wbicii  the 
aaiaa  Is  conducted,  and  to  introduce  •iich  iro> 
Movements  therein  as  they  may  deem  advisa- 
\^.  They  now  lav  before  ttaem  a  ^titement 
of  the  number  of  pruoners  in  the  eKtablLiliuient 
for  the  quarter  Just  elapsed,  with  tbe  causes  of 
Commitment  \  and  number  of  discliarge«, 
whether  by  expiration  of  the  term  of  coninjit- 
menl  or  by  pardon.  Tlie  expenses  of  the  es- 
taUiahment  during  the  last«quarter,  as  drawn 
ftvMS  the  master *8  quarterly  account,  aiuount  to 
9439  dolls.  94  cts.  But  the  nalahtss  of  several 
of  the  officers,  which  should  be  chargeable  upon 
the  ««tablishmeul,  do  not  come  into  this  ac- 
eoaac,  not  being  paid  by  the  master  or  overseers. 
Thcae  statements,  they  consider,  wiil  be  suffi- 
ciant  to  supply  the  information  now  wanted 
by  the  eity  government.  It  being  understood, 
that  the  rules  and  regulations  heretofore  ap- 
proved by  the  city  council  arc  nov/  in  force,  and 
adhofod  to  by  the  overseers  and  the  master. 
Whan  the  establialiment  iihall  be  removed  to 
Booth  BoaCon,  oew  rules  and  regulations  will 
become  necessary,  and  iixv.  overseers  in  framing 
them  will  give  all  the  deiiberatlon  necei«ary  in 
•o  ioiportant  a  matter,  and  lay  them  before  tlie 
city  council  for  iheir  approval,  when  all  tbe 
particulars  relating  to  the  management  of  the 
establishment.  boUi  in 'Its  financial  arrange- 
ments and  its  discipline,  will  necesjiorily  be  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration. 

Whole  number  of  prisoners  in  tbe  Houne  of 
Conection  January  tbe  Is:,  1833,  viz.  luna- 
tics, 8 :  from  the  Municipal  Court,  for  larceny, 
19  i  theft,  9  i  aiwault,  3 :  from  the  Police  Court, 
for  pilfenag,  12  ;  vagrant,  2J  ;  v.-antoii  and  las- 
civious, 7  ;  commoo  drunkards,  75 :  total,  139. 
Of  the  above,  83  were  malev,  and  51  were 
females. 

Number  of  prisonen  committed  from  Janu- 
ary the  1st,  to  March  31ft,  1833,  viz.  lunatics, 
1:  from  the  Municipal  Court,  fr  -  larceny,  9; 
theft,  7  ;  riot  and  assault,  10 :  fr^ra  the  Police 
Court,  for  using  unlawful  games,  1 ;  for  pilfcr- 
iag,  18 ;  vagrants,  10 ;  wanton  and  lascivioa«, 
9  i  common  drunkards,  47 :  total,  C*-.  Of  the 
above,  64  were  males,  and  31  were  females. 
Number  of  prisoners  diftr harmed  fr.tm  the 
1st  of  January  to  March  3 1st,  viz.  nvilfs,  G7,- 
females,  51 ;  males  discharged  by  pardon,  6  j 
cseaped,  1  j  total,  195.  Five  lunatics  sent  to 
Worcester,  viz.  John  8ennet,  Kinsman  Kent, 
Patrick  Boyle,  James  F.  Willistoa  and  John 
Denton. 


LUTHER  FAULKNER,   ) 
BILLINGS  BRIGGS,  ( 

WM.  T.  ANDREWS,         ( 
GEORGB  DARRACOTT, ) 
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Docwnemf  relatmg  to  the  State  Prison. 

TV  JS*  Xiflrfismf  tMs  Oswsnur,  cad  tho 

Us  ' 


Tbe  inapectors  of  the  State  Prison  respeet- 
AiUy  soteut  i^koii  fifth  annual  report,  faringiag 
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down  their  account  of  tbe  ailhirs  of  the  iastllB- 
tion  to  September  30th,  1832. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were 
tW0  kitmdred  aud  J^ftf-six  convicta  in  the  Prison. 
In  tbe  course  of  it,  tight^-fswt  have  been  Jia- 
charped.  on  the  expiration  of  the  time  tat 
which  they  Were  sentenced,  and  tea  by  remis- 
sion of  punishment;  and  tUosn  have  died. 
Tbe  whole  number  received  in  the  sauje  period 
is  «ee<ntv-su ;  so  that  tbe  number  now  here  ia 
Udo  kuMortd  mud  tweiUf^eotn, 

Of  these^  >tae  are  patients  in  the  hospital,  or 
otherwise  incapable  of  labor,  and  tventy-otie  are 
engaised  in  perfuruiiug  various  menl.il  services 
yielding  no  direct  emolument  to  the  institotior. 
The  residue^  one  kuHdred  and  niuety-aeoeiL,  arc  bit 
who  are  employed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pcjb- 
duce  a  pecuniary  profiL    The  institution  being 
neccKj»arilv  adapted  to  the  reception  of  a  larger 
number  or  convicts,  it  is  obvious,  that  this  dim- 
inution of  the  number  must  ho  unfavorable  to 
Its  1) nances.    lu  order  to  l>alaiicc  the  accounts 
of  tlie  year,  the  prisoners  must  earn  enough 
(beside  the  cost  ot  repaint  and  that  of  their  owa 
support,    iocludiug   clothing,    food,  fticl.  anC 
medicine)  to  pay  the  salaries  of  tne  umcerf^ 
and  also  the  expenne  of  transporting  convicts 
from  all  part^  of  the  state  to  the  Prison,,  and  of^ 
furnishing  those  discharged  with   the  clothes 
and  money  allotved  them  by  law.     Estimntin|^ 
the    amount   of  these  charges  to  be  fourteen 
thousand  dollars,  a  low  estimate,  two  hundred 
ronvirts  must  earn  on  an  averaipB  seventy  dol- 
lars each  per  year,  beside  their  own  sppport,  in 
order  to  defray  them.    But  the  increase  of  tha 
DUDil>er  of  convicts  to  three  hundred,  would 
not  probably  add  one  thousand  dollars  to  these 
charges,  which  would  therefore  be  mot  by  aH 
average  earning  of  less  than  fifty  dollars  each. 
The  quantity  of  labor  lost  !y  sickness  has 
been  much  greater  the  last  year  than  tbe  pre- 
ceding.   By  patients  regularly  sdmitted  to  resi- 
dence in  tbe  hospital,  eigkt  kmndred  sudJUty-^lx 
dsv*  have  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  pe- 
culiar disease  to  be  bereatter  mentioned,  and 
Ueemty  tme  hundred  and  tioenty-seveii  du^  in  con- 
sequence of  other  diseaites.    .And  if  we  add  the 
time  lost  by  tboM  who   were  relieved  from 
labor,  as  invalids,  for  a  single  day,  the  whole 
loss  by  sickness  will  appear  to  be/irr  tfunumnd 
tArce  humdred  <isd  ttetnty-fire  dofs.     To  counter- 
bilance  th<se  disadvantages,  there  bos  been  a 
genenil  demand  for  labor  throughout  the  whole 
commupity  durin;;   the  year.      And    besides,^ 
three  )^^Ar*^  experience  has  satisfied  those  who 
havrdealin^witii  the  Prison,that  tbe  discipline 
no(v  maintained  here,  renders  tbe  labor  of  the 
convicts    really  more   valiLoblc,  and  induces 
them  to  pay  s  higlier  price  for  it.     Aceordingly, 
under  the  only  new  contract  made  foi  latior  du- 
ring the  past  year,  the  contractor  began  with 
paying  t'urf^-fre  cenLt,  and   now  pays  /"rtm-Jird 
e£au  per  day,  the  price  in  former  years  having 
been  only  thiTtv-tkrre.  eruU.    The  men  thu««  hired 
are  employed  in  making  bats. 

Experience  xn  also  constantly  sogpesting  new 
afnin;;ernents  for  the  diviaion  and  distributioff 
nf  lahnr,  in  this,  as  in  other  wetl-reguhUed  eif- 
tahli.*liments  ;  so  as  t>  obtain  more  work  Prom 
ihr>  same  number  of  men.  As  one  instance  of 
this  r*fsalt,  it  may  be  mentioBed,  that  (•^esrjK 
tmt  persons  now  (i^rform,  in  a  perfectly  sstls<b»J 
tory  manner,  those  menial  serviees  is  whkh 
more  tka*  Uurty  have  often  been  saipleyod  la 
former  years. 

Finding  that  the  saramar  smsoo.  la  wbiek 
the  anntml  contracts  for  sappikss  or  food  basis 
hitherto  been  made,  was  less  IhvoraMe  fur  thai 
purpose  tHan  the  antamn,tlM  fasspsctprs  advise# 
the  wirden  to  alter  the  time  of  eoatrartiag; 
aad  the  rssalt  for  the  pressat  year  hai 

E2 


KM 


nuBON  biBOimm  aooiirr. 


M 


Umi  the  propoaUf  bow  made  are  more  than 
ttkftw  jMT  ent.  lew  than  thoM  raeaired  laat 
fluunar  from  the  mne  partiea ;  and  io  tho  in- 
Itnral  the  suppIlM  have  been  procnred  at  nmHf 
MtUuk  ptr  ««at.  leaa  than  tbe  lowest  propoaal 
fhtnmade. 

The  aecounti  for  the  year  are  not  yet  made 
Vpb  Bat  the  Inspectors  are  confident  that  If 
dM  aUowaivce  is  made  for  loaa  of  labor  by  sick- 
■aaa,  aad  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the 
dlaesse  recently  prevailing  In  the  Prison,  which 
wAl  be  distiifgoished  from  others,  the  resnlt  of 
thoae  accounts  wUl  present  another  instance  of 
that  comtafffly  progressive  impiOTement  from 
j«ar  to  year,  which  thev  have  had  the  saiisl^e- 
llbii  to  witness  erer  since  their  appointment. 
Whatever  may  be  that  result,  it  is  to  be  relied 
oa  with  perfect  -confidence,  being  founded  on 
•a  actual  account  of  stock,  taken  at  the  end  of 
MCh  vear,  by  a  competent  person  not  con- 
neetad  with  the  Prison.  To  fkcilitate  a  com- 
nurlaon  of  the  present  with  the  preceding  years, 
It  BMy  be  proper  to  state,  that  in  the  year  1896, 
when  the  present  system  was  introduced  by 
law,  but  not  yet  carried  into  efflclent  qwretion, 
thi  deficit  of  the  year  was  $13,167  07 ;  that 
af  the  year  1699,  $7,599  70 ;  that  of  the  year 
IB30,  $6,897  OS ;  that  of  the  year  I83I,  $477  31. 

The  occupations  of  the  convicta  are  as  t<A- 


1.  Profitably  employed:— fo  etmuetum  wUk 

MS  cMttny—- stone  cutters  and  'tool  grinders, 
$9j^team  hands,  9 ;  blacksmiths, SI :  total  110. 
—Cabinet  makers,  on  contract  40 }  brush  ma- 
kara,  on  contract,  10 }  shoe  maKois,  10 ;  white- 
amlths,  9  i  tailors,  8  ;  hatters,  on  -contract^  ft  j 
ooopers.  3 ;  carpenters,  8.— In  all,  197. 

t.  Witbont  profit:— in  4&wtuti€  serricss.— In 
cooking,  washing,  and  baking,  8;  sawyers 
and  lumpers,  4;  waitars  and  messengers.  3} 
awaepers.  9  i  barbers^ }  attandanta  in  the  hoa- 
pltal.  9 )  In  all,  91.  To  which  add  patients  in 
boapltal,  8}  and  imVcfle,  1.— In  all,  30. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  remark,  Chat  of  the 
116  persons  committed  to  the  Prison  this  year, 
tigkt  are  bhicks  or  mulattoes,  m  of  Whom  coiild 
mot  write.  Of  the  68  whltM,  45  were  bom  In  i 
Maw  England,  and  99  were  born  elsewhere. 
TKrsr  of  the  former  number,  ami  ttn  of  the  lat- 
ter, could  not  write  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
aion.  With  reference  to  the  prevak^nce  of  dif-{ 
Ibreat  crimes  among  us,  it  may  be  ttated,  that 
not  more  than  two  persons  have  been  lent  here 
this  year  for  any  one  ofRjnce,  exceptinf  thoae 
^  atealing  and  passing  counterfeit  m»ney. 
Those  crimes  of  which  there  are  fewer  ton- 
vktions  tlian  two  in  a  year,  in  so  large  a  stale 
aa  Massachusetu,  can  hardly  be  spoken  of  aa 
piavalent. 

ia  this  year,  an  extrnordinary  disease  mada 
1M  appearance  among  the  convicta,  of  the  med- 
ical character  of  which  an  account  will  be 
Sven  in  the  report  of  the  physician.  Early  in 
a  summer,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
tto  epidemic,  which  has  raged  of  late  yean  in 
Aaia  and  iu  Europe,  had  appeared  in  North 
AaMrica,  tlu»  inapecton  advised  the  warden  t«i 
%Kft  the  upper  story  in  the  west  wing  of  the 
aid  Prison  cleared  out  and  wblte-wa»h^,  an- 
Odpating  that  it  might  be  needed  for  aa  addi- 
liaasl  hospital. 

At  the  same  time,  they  desired  that  this 
ahould  bo  done  with  as  little  expense  aa  poasl- 
bla,  and  without  exciting  any  alarm,  no  motive 
Wlag  aaslgned  for  it,  but  that  of  putting  all  the 
•paitmeau  ia  proper  order.  The  prscautioa 
waa  Bot  superfluoaa.  On  the  6th  of  August, 
tt«  inspeeliMrs  ware  inrormvd  that  a  violent 
Mmsu,  the  Ant  symptoms  of  which  raaembled 
thaaa  of  cbulere,  had  broken  out,  and  they  im- 
aMdtately  repaired  to  the  Prlacm,  where  they 


•Touad  that  more  than  one  haadnd  eonvleta  hal 
been  attacked,  laany  o(  them  sevitrely,  aines 
the  preeedlag  day.  The  inmectorH  visited  al 
the  padeatt,  aad  aaw  that  thay  ka.1  all  aead- 
ful  attaadanca,  and  the  beat  accootmodatioas 
that  cfarcuBistaBoea  would  permit.  The  phyii' 
clan,  and  aeveral  other  medical  neatieoica, 
wboee  aid  was  Invited  by  him,  were  preseal» 
exerting  themselves  for  the  relief  i  f  the  sick 
with  a  skill  of  which  the  beat  evldfoicc  la  iu 


A  reqoeat  waa  made  bf  the  phynlciaB  of  tbs 
Prison,  that  a  chemical  examination  ml^i  he 
haVl  cr  the  remnanta  of  the  preceding  6aij*t 
food,  and  also  of  the  evacaationa  of  tlui  patiesti, 
for  the  special  purpose  of  aaeertafnlng  whether 
they  contained  any  thing  poiaoDova  iv  dek** 
rious  to  health.    He  also  reqaoated  that  w 
apothecary  «ni^t  be  appolated  to  exaraiae  uti 
weigh  all  the  aiticlea  in  the  dlapenaary ,  to  coa- 
pare  them  with  the  quantity  purchased  and  tte 
prescriptions  made,  and  to  report  any  deficient 
of  medlclnea  which  might  prove  deleleriooi  i 
mixed  with  food.    Both  theae  reoaeiCs  w«rr 
com|rfled  with.    The  fint  examlaatioo  was  is- 
trusted  to  Professor  Webster  of  Rarvaid  Usi- 
venity.  who  reportBd  that  he  diacovered  aetb- 
ing  potsooous  ui  any  of  the  artidea ;  and  tbr 
second  was  oondocted  by  Mr.  DaaM  Wbito,  • 
respectable  apothecaiy,who  stated,  that,  hsrisf 
Compared  the  bills  for  medkino  purehas  id  widi 
the  quantity  oa  hand,  be  found  the  diflbreace 


flilly  accounted  for  by  the 


ofite 


Shyslcian.  Thelnspecton  eoaaiaered  btbor 
uty  to  make  flirther  Inquiriea,  in  ordei  to  n- 
certain  whether  the  dbiorder  had  been  oeei« 
sioned  by  any  fkult  or  neglect,  aad  wbsifea 
any  and  what  precautions  eoald  be  tafcsa  if 
prevent  Ita  recurrence.  Aad  as  awqdeioni  hU 
been  publicly  expresaed.  that  it  might  bsw 
been  oceasioaed  vy  the  use  of  apoired  ryi,tkf 
caused  all  the  rye,  remaiaiag  la  the  tanel 
fr^m  which  the  prisonera  had  beea  tni^ffM 
on  the  day  before  the  diseaae  broke  oai,  to  ks 
measured  and  weighed,  and  then  carefal.y  ei' 
amiaed  tnr  a  coupeteat  person  not  cooaecM 
with  the  Prison,  who  was  iastracted  to  piek 
out  every  partide  of  spurred  rye,  or  othsi  fo* 
elgn  aubstanee,  and  pot  the  aane  in  a  aalcs 
pareel. 

This  parcel,  together  wkh  a  quaadty  cf  tk« 
rye,  waa  seat  to  Dn.  Blaelow,  Chaanlaf  ud 
Ware,  with  certain  apeclflc  qoeatioas,  hi  u- 
swer  to  which  they  state,  that  the  spurred  iT> 
contained  in  that  parcel,  waa  leas  than  ii  (n<- 
narily  found  in  the  same  quantity  ef  good  nM- 
chantable  rye,  being  leas  than  a  grais,  kf 
weiaht,  fo  a  quart :  aad  that  it  could  in(  j*** 

Soduced  r*iy  sensilile  effect  on  healtb.  Tker 
rther  declare,  alter  a  careful  exaoifantioa  or 
all  the  cireumstancea  of  the  case,  thsl  th^ 
know  BO  reason  for  believing  or  suspcctjaf  isw 
the  diaease  was  occasioned  hy  any  dsMcw 
substance  of  a  cognlaaUe  nature  taken  Inlotw 
stomach.  In  corroboration  of  this  opto*p"t  » 
may  be  staled,  that  the  aame  artidss  d  Wi 
contlaued  to  be  used  by  the  prtouasis  tfsnsf 
their  convalescence  aad  altsrwards,  aad  na 
without  producing  any  bad  eflbct  wha»wr. 

The  diseaae  coatiaued  for  sosje  ^^ 
though  with  dimmlahed  violeace.  Tks  wImm 
nmnber  of  convicta  afibcted  by  it,  mor*  or  |||* 
ae  verely ,  waa  196.  Aa  hmg  aa  it  wore  ^'^ 
lag  or  evaa  a  aerioas  aapect,  all  tke  nci  *"* 
▼iailad  by  oaa  or  aaora  of  the  iaspsdsn  9^ 
day  i  and  it  gives  them  pleasars  to  '■7*"*' 
from  dnt  to  last,  they  fouad  every  »"f^r 
hia  inat,  fakhltally,  vigUaaUy  and  4>^!l 
lag  his  duty.  Much  U  doe  oa  thii  ^*lZ 
phystdian,  whose proceedlap thn»|boaivwr 
eqnany  ^thtiatpilahed  by  calnassi  aai  ss«V 


XtOHTH   llBPOBT^i883. 


135 


try  tbiA^  wai  MBdncted  witb  perfect  order 
I  r«4;ulanty.  Tb«  occurreocv  Was  certainly 
were  Cast  of  the  dlMsiniine  of  iheinrtltution, 
I  tlie  rtsmtxit  ia  «  manifeit  proof  of  ita  excel' 
ce. 

H  the  warden  it  ia  pnUaa  enough  to  lay  that, 
tet  t&us  AAlm»ui«trattoD,  the  Priaon  haa  ttead- 
aJvaHc«sd  in  the  career  of  Improvement,  on 
uch  It  entered  under  that  of  hia  predeeeaaor. 
le  Ubiira  of  the  chaplain,  alao,  have  been  dia- 
kfuuued  1^  tho  aaine  aeal  and  ability  aa 
retuuirc,  and  attended  with  tiie  like  reaulu. 
A  ttiontiily  record  of  the  behavior  of  the 
Bvicta  141  kept,  (torn  which  it  appears,  that 
»t  ot  tUem  have  been  nniformly  obedient. 
Id  many  of  them  exemplary  in  their  conduct. 
irre  ba^  been  littie  oceaaion  for  punlahment 
inng  tjie  year. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  inapectora  congratulate 
e  executive  and  tlie  common wealtii  on  tiie 
ec*wi  of  a  :!ystem  at  once  wri<e,  humane  and 
oooaiical,  and  aifording  to  the  convicts  every 
•aible  opportunily  and  Inducement  for  refor- 
auun  ;  and  un  the  poaaeaalon  of  an  institution, 
hich,  Uiough  it  may  be  liable  to  some  ductu' 
lona,  depending  mainly  on  the  price  of  labor 

>  the  vicintey,  is  yet,  on  the  whole,  competent 

>  support  itself  permanenUy.  They  have 
ever  held  oat  higher  ezpectationa  than  these 
I  relaiion  to  it,  and  after  a  careful  observation 
r  ltd  pro^reaa  lor  mora  than  four  yean,  they 
0  uot  hesitate  to  aay,  that  theae  expeciationa 
»  aow  realised. 

F.  C.  ORAT,  i 

B.  LELAND,  J 

Cif  ARLE8  WEUiS, ) 
Sua*  Prison,  &p(.  30t*,  IfiSS. 


October  16tA,  1839. 

Since  this  report  was  prepared,  the  accoanta 

ttve  been  made  upj  and  it  appears  from  them, 

J*i,  after  defraying  all  expenses,  including 

iJ«e  occasioned  by  the  late  sickness,  there  is 

L  i??,$f  5f  ^^?  ^^  '*»•  **"  y^^*  amounting 
K)  |*,1M  :J4.  This  balance,  however,  includes 
ui  advance  on  the  value  of  the  stock  on  hand, 
JiUaiated  by  the  warden  at  flOO  ]  and  also  the 
"wwint  received  this  year  for  wdrk  wholly  or 
P*«iaily  performed  in  the  last,  but  which  waa 
Jif  ^^^^^  «■'**  received.    The  aggregate  of 

ftiJl.  ^******'*"*^**  °**y  ^  '^u*  $1,J00  to 
nJv'  The  profit  of  the  year  is  to  lie  mainly 
anriDuted,  however,  to  the  continued  demand 
»or  labor,  especially  in  the  atone  department. 
Any  considerable  variation  in  this  respect, 
jwW  materiaJly  affea  the   income    of  the 


To  His  Exceilency  LeviLmcoln,  and  Ute 
HonorabU  ConncU  of  the  CommonweaUh. 

TtM5  warden  of  the  Sute  Priaon  has  the  honor 
w  nuke  Ilia  aemi-annual  **sutetnent  of  the 
juaiMjrf  the  Ffiaon,"  and  to  report  aa  ful- 

Tbe  whole  number  of  coavicta  in  confine- 
SJS. •?.****  *^  September,  1831,  waa  966^ 
^ived  during  the  last  aix  months,  S5;  total) 

[Jjseharged  during  the  same  period,  49 ;  sen- 
»ene«  rsmiited,  6  j  died,  7  j  toUl,  57. 
^  conftnenMBt  on  the  31at  of  Manh,  1639, 

^a  c«Ma«HMiit /or  tiufoOowutg  a-imes .—  ' 

J[£!!"''.l*® »  burglary,  16 :  forgery,  7 ;  coan. 
«J"tW|,  18}  nrnon,!;  beatfality,  l]  ribbery, 
Miauuexy,  a .  BBuider,  aaatences  commuted^  { 


attempt  to  rue,  6 ;  attempt  to  mnrder,  4 :  ftlo- 
nfcHia  aaaault,  5 ;  manalteghter,  9 ;  total,  994; 

Jf/kiiim  ^tk*^thwag  tuin  and  ceatKrict  ^- 
,A**Sf°*»i*»  Maaaachuaetta,  109;  New  York. 
i?j  V?T.  ^''i"^!?*."'*^'  i  Vermont,  6 ;  New  Jer! 
My,  I :  Maryland,  5  j  Pennaylvania,  8:  Connee- 
tlcut,6i  Vlrelnia,9;  South  Carolina,' 1 ;  RhoS 
Island.  9;  fintfand,  7}  Hdland.  Ij  Prance! 
Ij  IwUnd,  19  i  Briiiah  colonies,  9:  flcoUand! 
4^^St.  Domingo,  li  BrmaU,  1,  Aiick,  1^  toSS, 

Ar^¥fBkmmartgaJUhm»,9Ui^ 

,«?"]?"  '^  *° ^  y^^^t  ^t  from  95  to  35  yeata. 
101  i  from  35  to  45  yeari.  49;  lh>m  45  to  5^ 
years,  15;  ftom  55  to  65  y«a«,  7  j  from  65  to 
75yeara,4;  to(al,994.  '       «•  »  w 

TVrais  qftnAAsa  seatsacet  art  at  >Ulo»»  ^.- 

«'  ^Sf'i^'  lJy*»"»^5  Jlye«"i2;  a  yean, 
45;  94  years,  ff;  8  years,  h;  34  yciirs,  9;  4 
years,  l5 :  5  years.  91;  6  vettn,  6 ;  >  yeaia,  U  j 
8  years,  i,  10  years,  7;  19  yeArs,  9;  14  yrara! 
1  i  15  years,  1 ;  17  years,  1 ;  life,  43 ;  tobU,994. 

ARpfoysdasybfisiBSf— 

.JS?"i"i.**?*».7'  ,^'n»eiiter,  1;  grinding 
tools,  9  {blacksmiths,  18;  cabinet  makers,  38; 
brash  makers,  8;  team  bands,  13:  ahoemaken! 
13;  tailofv,  7:  white-emlths.  7;  coopers,  9; 
hatters,  5 ;  cooks,  5 ;  shop  waiters,  9 :  barbera, 
9;  waiter  in  Chanel,  1 ;  invalids,  9  maniac,  l; 
washers,  3 ;  waiters  in  N.  Priaon,  9 ;  yard  lure' 

r»ra,3;  bouae  waiters,  9:  patients  In  hospital, 
;  wallers  and  nurses  In  hospital,  9;  total,  994. 

Of  thoae  received  tba  preceding  aix  raontha, 
18  are  for  larceny,  3  for  counterfeiting,  1  for 
burglary,  9  for  forgery,  and  1  for  attempt  to 
murder  with  poiaon— 85.  Of  the  9S4  convicta, 
39  are  confined  on  aeeond  commitments,  94  on 
third,  3  on  fourth,  and  3  on  fifth  commlttnenta. 
37  are  blacks  and  moJattoea,  and  1  Indian  t 
and  101  of  the  number  are  or  have  been  mar- 
ried. The  great  decrease  of  the  number  of 
convlcu,  their  orderly  deportment,  the  mig. 
mentation  of  labor  In  proportion  to  numbera,  the 
obvious  and  deep  interest  which  many  of  then 
^I"?  }^  ^^  "^^"^  ■"d  raUglona  instrnctleii 
afforded  them,  as  well  aa  the  aalutary  resoln- 
lions  which  appear  to  impreaa  thoae  discharged  : 
the  favorable  aceounta  we  have  of  thoee  who 
have  been  long  enough  in  the  exercise  of  free- 
dom, since  their  disehargB,  to  ahow  that  many 
of  them  have  resolved,  wi-h  a  fixed  and  deter- 
mined purpoae,  to  refirain  from  evil ;  and  the 
success  of  the  financial  operatioaa  of  the  Priaon, 
present  the  lastitntlon  under  the  aapeols  of 
consummated  success  and  flattering  improve* 
meat,  aObrdiag  to  thoae  who  have  labored  la 
iu  cause,  compensation,  ample  and  gratifying. 
The  laws  paaMd  during  the  last  session  of  the 
lesiPlature,  in  amendment  of  thoee  already  ex« 
Isting,  and  augmenting  the  salaries  of  the 
chaplain  and  superintendent  of  the  stone  de>- 
partment,  giving  discretionary  oower  to  Uie 
warden  to  increase  the  ration  of  the  eonvicta, 
in  certain  enaes^  and  appropriating  a  sum  euual 
to  the  probiiblf  eost  of  the  alterations  and  addi- 
tions necessary  for  a  residence  for  the  warden 
within  conveninnt  limits,  will  have  a  salutary 
tendency  .is  reeards  the  ulUmate  objerta  of  the 
Institution,  although  the  consequent  increase 
of  expense  may  prove  in  a  alight  degree  onfk* 
vomble  to  its  financial  results. 

There  in  one  class  of  the  oflicera  of  this  Priaon 
whose  ardiuuis  duties  appear  u»  demand  an  in- 
crease of  Ks^'.  It  is  the  watchmen— whose 
compen nation  being  only  three  hundred  doUar^ 
per  annum,  and  who  are  prohibited  by  itw 
from  conducting  any  other  Dnsiaea,  and  fIroM 
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d«ri TiBf  any  Mlwr  pay  or  pemalrite,  the  vnder- 
«itBed  wouM  retpeentally  recommend  that  the 
aaiarlea  of  8be  watchmen  should  therefore  be 
•ngmented  lo  throe  huodrMt  and  twenty  dol- 
lan,  and  is  ftilly  seneible  that  such  aupaenta^ 
tloa  Is  demanded  by  jaitice  and  food  policy. 

The  andeni^ed,  about  to  close  hU  lervicea 
In  the  tnstftation,and  feeling  a  deaire  for  its 
ibtnre  euceeM,  haa  in  preparation  a  model  of 
the  PriMn  yard,  walls,  and  euitable  buildings 
and  ab<Mpa,  which  mayl>e  adopted,  in  his  opin- 
ion, with  advantage,  whenever  it  uiall  be  found 
necessary  to  erect  an  hospital,  to  build  new 
•bopa,  or  additional  cells.  Re  also  haa  prepared 
a  |4aa  of  a  house  for  the  warden,  and  which  he 
BOW  haa  the^oaor  to  prosent.  In  anticipation 
of  his  early  rasignatioh,  the  warden  has  caused 
an  aecoant  of  stock  to  be  taken,  with  due  re* 
gard  to  accuracy  and  value,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  half  year  closing  on  the  31st  of  March, 
being  made  up  in  conformity  to  law,  present  a 
net  ^n  to  the  institution,  after  deducting  eveiy 
•ipense  for  the  precedina  six  months,  of  two 
thousand  one  hundred  ana  fifty-Avo  dollars  and 
nfteen  cents. 

It  is  not  pfohable  that  leaults  more  fkvora- 
bla  will  ensue  from  the  opeiations  of  the  ensu- 
ing six  months,  the  decreasing  number  of  the 
convicts  not  warranting  such  anticipations; 
but  should  the  results  prove  as  advantageous, 
there  will  be  a  net  gain  to  the  institution  of 
more  than  four  thousand  dollars,  firom  the  bibor 
«f  tlie  convicts  daring  the  present  year.  The 
discipline  and  general  police  of  the  Prisoa  have, 
daring  the  same  time,  beeu  preserved  in  all 
their  neceasary  riaid  features,  and  with  but 
comparatively  few  Instances  of  coercion  or  pun- 
iahoMut.  Tlmre  will  rsmaln  enough  or  ar- 
dttooa  duty,  however,  for  the  Aili  occupation  of 
the  Ihcttlties  and  Inouscnr  of  the  snccemor  of 
Che  present  warden,  notwithstanding  the  ftvor- 
•Ue  aapeets  which  the  instttntlon  now  pro- 
aants,  to  aostidn  the  character  of  the  establish- 
Maat  la  all  its  relatiwis,  to  maintain  the  discl- 
pliae,  and  to  eomlnct  the  general  concerns  of 
the  PrIaoB  to  continue  success. 

In  thus  dosing  his  last  report  on  the  allhirs  of 
this  Instltiition.  the  undersigned  is  by  no  means 
iBsensible  to  tae  many  Instances  of  kindness 
and  forbearance  which  have  been  eitended  to 
hlaa  by  the  members  of  the  legi«latore,  and  more 
oapoemUy  of  the  many  valuable  sunestions  of 
Imadly  and  supervising  ears  and  notices  of 
hto  ojccellency  the  governor.  He  would  also 
■MBifest  his  respect  and  gratitude  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  inspectors,  who  have  sus- 
tained his  efforts  in  all  that  the  institution  and 
tlmir  duty  required ;  nor  can  he  close  without 
hBarlna  testimony  to  the  Indnetry  and  seal  of 
the  other  oAcers  of  the  Prison.  Committing 
tlM  InstitntioB.  and  those  who  may  have  charge 
over  it,  to  the  aenignant  interposition  and  care 
of  Him  **  in  whom  we  live  and  move  and  have 
oar  being,"  the  anderslgned  haa  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  most  profound  reqiect  and  conaid- 
oration. 

Your  excellency's  and  honors' 
very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  AUSTtSt 


April  aist,  1838. 


To  Hit  ExctHettty  Ltd  LineoU,  amd  tU 
Horn,  CoumU  ^rte   CommomweaHk  of 


fenend  aflUia  of  tbo  FiiaOD,**  in 
with  his  duty  aa  is  reqoiied  by  law. 

The  whole  number  of  convkta  reoaaioing  la 
Prison,  October  1, 1831,  SS6 ;  wbolo  iraniber  io> 
celved  during  the  last  year,  76 ;  totals  333. 

Number  discharcsd  daring  tlie  yesv  on  expi- 
ration of  sentence,  84 :  number  dinelnrged  ly 
remisaion  of  sentence,  10:  dicdt  11;  total,  M6. 

Whole  number  in  confinement  30Ch 
bar,  1838,  inclusive,  997. 


From  15  to  90  years,  17 ;  from  90  to  9S  year^ 
46;  fhmiS5to30yeaf«,44;  (him  30  to  35  jreait, 
36;  fVom  35  to  40  years,  98;  lh»  40  to  50  ycsn, 
40;  firom 50 to 60 years,  19;  ftom 60 to 70 yesn, 
3;  ftom  70  to  80  yeaia,  1 ;  makllif  997. 

Tenms  ^f  Smtmcm  nftksM  rtmmmmg. 

For  5  months.  3 ;  for  6  mootlia,  9 ;  lor  8 
months,  1 ;  for  10  months,  1 ;  for  1  year,  Ifi ; 
for  1  year  and  9  montha,  i ;  for  1  year  aad  3 
months,  1 ;  for  1  year  and  6  nontba,  4;  Ibr  S 
years,  ^ ;  for  9  years  and  9  moatiM,  1 ;  CdtS 
years  and  3  months,  1 ;  for  9  years  sad  9 
months,  1 ;  for  3  years,  97>{  for  3  years  and  1 
months.  1;  (br  3 years  and  6BMnlla,  9,-  Arl 
years,  16 :  for  5  yeaia,  93 ;  for  5  years  aad  € 
montha,  9;  for  6  yegrs,  5 ;  for  6  years  aad  i 
roonihs,  1 ;  for  7  years,  14 ;  for  8  years,  5 ;  fsr 
10  years,  8 ;  for  11  years  aad  6  montha,  I ;  for 
19  years,  1 ;  for  13  years,  1 ;  for  14  yaaia,  1 )  ht 
15  years,  1 ;  for  17  years,  1 ;  for  life,  44 ; 
997. 


■d  /rfaadr,  ^  wkkk  Ocy 


AvO^aa^pVa    ^^^^^a^^aa  ^^^v^ 


Maine,  11:  New  Hampshire,  99;  Massarks- 
setts.  100 ;  Yermont,  5 ;  Khode  Island, 8 ;  C0»- 
necticut,  9 :  New  Yora,  10 ;  New  Jeiser.  1 ; 
Pennsylvania,  7;  Uariland,  5;  Virflaia,  3, 
Booth  CaroUaa,  1 ;  District  of  Colamhia,  1 ; 
West  Indies,  3;  British  proviacM  la  Xorfk 
America,  5;  Eneland,  10;  Irelaad,  10;  ficot^ 
land,  6 ;  France,  1 :  Holland,  1 ;  Africa,  1 ;  fm- 
eigaora,  45 ;  Americans,  188 ;  making : 


Lveeny,  143 ;  assaaltand  laiceay,9 ;  paMhif 
cooaterfelt  money,  IS;  having  in  possession  is- 
struments  to  couaterieit  coin,  with  imrnt  is 
use  the  same,  1 ;  assault  and  extorting  ncuifr, 
1 ;  murder,  sentence  commuted,  3 ;  robbrrf , 
sentence  commuted,  1 ;  poisoning  with  Iniesi 
to  murder,  1 ;  attempt  to  poiaoa,  1 ;  ssnsll 
with  intent  to,rape,  7 ;  common  aad  aoisffoat 
thief,  14 ;  burglary,  17 ;  forgery,  7 ;  fekwioos 
assault,  4 ;  manslaughter,  1 ;  assault  witk  is- 
teat  to  murder,  3;  adultery,  4;  bestiality,  i; 
homing  bam,  9;  receiving  atolea  goods,  !« 
making  997. 


The  warden  of  the  State  Priaon  has  the  hoa> 
rta  pKaeat  the  foUawiag  *•  atalameac  of  the 


Of  the  convicts  remainiag  in  Prissa,  91  ^ 
negroea,  13  mulattoea,  and  1  ladiaa.  47  siv 
confined  on  9d  commitment,  91  oa  3d  tarn- 
mltaient,5  on  4th,  and  3  on  5th  cMnsnitiaest. 

Of  the  76  oommlttad  wichia  the  last  jr«v,  » 
were  for  the  crime  of  laiceay,  1  for  bsvlaf  w 
posacasion  inatromaata  to  coaalorfoit esis,  was 
ialoattoaaa  lfeaaamai6foi 


BIOHTH  RVFOBT^^ISSS. 


1S7 


it  money  ;  9  fur  forfoy :  8  for  btint  common 
d  noCorloos  tiiieves;  3  for  burglary}  1  for 
•iaoninf  with  inleat  to  murder }  I  for  anmuU 
id  larconjr ;  9  for  attempt  to  rape ;  1  for  as* 
alt  and  extorting  money ;  1  tor  baming  a 
m  ;  2  for  adulieiy ;  1  for  murder,  Mulence 
mmated  ;  and  1  for  an  attempt  to  raiaon.  38 
e  nadvee  of  Maeanchuaetta  :  I  Oof  New  Hamp' 
ire  i  3  of  Vermont ;  3  of  Maine ;  1  of  Rhode 
land  ;  1  of  Conoeeticut ;  X  of  New  York  ;  8  of 
snneylvmnia ;  1  Virginia :  1  Diatrict  C<ilurabia ; 
from  BritSeh  Provincee  tn*  North  Ameriea;  1 
>na  St.  Domingo ;  4  from  England ;  S  from 
uxlaad,  and  10  mm  Ireland. 
Within  a  period  of  four  and  a  half  years,  a 
na  co-equal  with  the  existence  of  toe  law, 
>w  in  force,  for  the  **  government  and  regu- 
tion  of  the  Slate  Prison^"  371  convicts  have 
ien  discharged  by  expintion  and  40  By  a  remis- 
on  of  their  lentences:  of  the  former,  89  have 
yen  recommitted  to  this  Priaon,  31  of  whom 
>w  remain  ;  and  of  the  latter,  3  have  been  re- 
wnmitted,  and  are  now  in  confinement.  Of 
14  thai  have  been  discharged  by  expintion  of 
mience  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1830, 
I  have  been  returned,  and  0  remain  in  eon- 
nement ;  and  of  the  9B  whose  sentences  have 
:>en  remitted  during  the  same  period  of  time, 
only  has  retorned,  and  is  still  remaining.  As 
othing  of  an  unfavorable  cliaractcr  has  been 
card  from  a  large  portion  of  those  who  have 
ren  discharged  from  this  Prison  since  April, 
!*28,  there  Is  good  reaaon  to  hope  tliat  they  have 
ecome  convinced  that  **  tJie  way  of  the  trans- 
reasor  is  hard,**  and  have,  tJierefore,  returned 
>  their  families  and  friends,  and  are  now  wor- 
by  and  industrions  memben  of  the  coaununlty 
a  which  they  reside. 
On  the  first  of  May  last,  my  macb-esteemed 
nd  highl]|r  respected  nredecessor  resigned  the 
rardenship  of  this  instituiioB ;  the  arduous 
atifs  of  which  he  had  so  satisfactorily  sus- 
i.ined  for  more  than  three  years,  to  engage  in 
aiplo|vmenta  more  congenial  to  the  belter  feel- 
igs  of  oar  natora,  and  with  projects  of  greater 
erfinlary  emoloment. 

The  discipline  established  under  bis  adminis- 

ration  has  been  continued  in  successful  npere- 

on,  and  incveasing  confldeoce  in  iu  eflicacy 

t  derived  from  the  fact,  that  no  unfavorable 

hange  has  been  discovered  sinc«  the  relin- 

uishuient  of  the  executive  duties  of  the  Prison 

y  the  able  and  elicient  hand  that  first  put  it 

1  operation ;  and  it  is  very  gratir>  mgto  rrouuli, 

*iat  ponishments  have  not  been  incfeased  tu 

re  a  re  the  ^ood  order,  obrdirnre  and  industry 

hich  have  prevailed  ctcu  durinf  U  e  sea«>n  of 

n usual  sickBess,  when  mtncuoa  ia  the  quaa- 

ty  both  of  food  aad  drink  were  imposed  on 

Mse  in  good  health,  as  well  as  the  sick  la  all 

epartmenis  of  the  Irisoa. 

During  the  past  year,  ample  means  for  the 

iDplo>ment  of  all  the  confids  Inre  beea  ax 

NBinand,  aad  present  appearance*  lo  ii/ale  as 

ivorable  prospects  for  the  one  itfrnM  wiiirh  we 

ave  now  entered.    The  qiaauiy  as  well  as 

loductiveaess  of  labor  will,  however,  in  a 

peat  ineasaie,  be  regulated  by  the  suie  of 

lasiness  ia  the  commoaay  at  lar^e;  aad  la 

tder  to  secure  a  full  share  isi  poMtc  pairoaa^, 

IS  Prison  mast  aecesaanly  be  sa&.«ted  i/»  sosse 

r  the  vieissitadfs  aad  nshs  waich  aSect  md»- 

idaal  iatcraaiSL 

The  order  of  Che  sapreme  execatrve  esaaciJ, 
Msed  oa  the  8lch  of  Aprdlast,  refamag  **  each 
Idiiioas  aad  alteratisas  to  he  saade  wahw  the 
Id  warehooae  anwiB  iiaiir  a  a  cna^ewKBt 
■Udiag  for  the  usJifnri  of  t^  war  .«•/'  Ins 

I  hare 


are  BOW  in  the  comae  of  Adtlmmt)  md  tt  ia 
expected  that  the  building  will  be  completed, 
and  ready  for  occupation,  by  the  month  of  Jan- 
uarv  neit.  While  diacharung  the  mulllfarloua 
duilda  appertaining  to  his  office,  the  warden  has 
the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  kind  attentions 
and  friendly  counsel  received  from  the  bonora* 
ble  board  of  inspectora,  the  reverend  chaplain, 
the  physician,  and  from  the  late  warden }  and  be 
would  do  Injustice  to  the  meriu  of  the  olBeera 
immediately  associated  with  him  in  the  govern* 
ment  and  discipline  of  the  convicts,  were  be  to 
forbear  noticiilg  the  faithfol  attention  whlcli 
has  been  given  to  the  various  duties  devolving 
upon  them,  and  tkie  promptneas  with  which 
every  order  has  been  executed,  wheihrr  for  the 
promotion  of  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  no- 
fortunate  men  placed  under  their  charge,  or 
for  advancing  all  the  great  and  important  in- 
terests of  the  institution. 

On  reftirring  to  the  following  brief  schoilule 
of  the  financial  operations  of  the  yenr,  it  will 
appear  that  the  profits  have  exceeded  nil  the 
expenses  of  the  Prison  in  the  sum  of  94,19-i  31 ; 
but  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  from  (MK)  t<i  $1090 
of  the  balance  is  from  the  earnings  of  llie  year 
endinc  'Miti  ^epieiober,  1631,  and  which  was 
not  included  in  the  report  of  that  year ;  and 
for  the  reaaon,  that  it  consisted  of  tnhor  per- 
formed in  manufacturing  stock,  for  persons  to 
whom  the  labor  was  B<it  usually  rhwnttd  until 
the  manufactured  articles  were  «bllvered.  The 
balance  has  also  been  Increased  by  ihr  sale  of 
considerable  quantities  of  stone,  whirh  were 
partially  worked  in  former  years,  and  ttave  been 
remaining  on  band.  Considering,  thrrefore. 
the  extra  expenaes,  and  loss  of  labor.  oecHsionod 
by  the  sickness  in  Augu«  last,  It  is  presomed 
that  the  profits  on  the  labor  performed  during 
the  year  which  has  iust  closed  npira  us,  would 
have  been  eonal  to  tlie  balance  presented  In  the 
account,  had  the  usual  ipood  health  prevailed. 

In  Uking  a  psospective  view  of  the  financial 
concerns  for  the  present  year,  it  can  scarcely  be 
expected  that  the  resolto  will  be  quite  as  favor- 
able as  have  been  those  of  the  past,  partlcolariy 
if  the  number  of  prisoaers  shoold  continue  to 
diminish.  The  contracts  for  supplies  of  rations, 
and  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  fuel,  are  much  In- 
creased over  those  of  the  last  year  f.»r  the  sama 
articlea ;  the  state  of  the  pickets  and  biitldiavi 
are  such  as  will  render  coostder^M*;  rcpainn  ae- 
crsaa/y,  tJM  Kii*iitnjf  ae^son.  Mill  tb<?r«;  is  good 
reason  to  anttripatr,  at  least,  an  income  stMse- 
thing  be>oad  the  wh<4e  expeadiiares  for  the 
sapport  of  the  FriMtn. 

All  tbe  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  disburaa- 
menu  of  livit  pnut  >esr,  ending  •UHlt  fVfrtember 
ia«t,  with  tbe  proper  roochers,  will  be  prepared 
and  lodfed  tn  ttie  treaiorer's  oAce,  as  is  re- 
quired by  law,  as  soon  as  ceavaaiesce  will  ad- 
mit of  so  doiag. 

Htfttmher  %i,  1/231. 

Da. 

Tocasb  paid  tn  prrntwtmu, «.. 5.T^  44 

•*♦*»*     cl/idtng, fty*^  7<1 

••     «*      •*    h'f;fiul  eipea«5>s, »//'i  75 

•*     "      ••    foet,  repairs,  4cie.JbC.,.«  9/"^  ^ 

*•      <«      »    «tt<ers' aslBrv^ 13,:£0  M 

•«  <•  "  pnwMers4i«rharv»4,..  98B  tf 
***•»*    U9mwffnt%Mmm    of  c/iO- 

viets,... .....«•  4M  M 

•     "    «■  accomK  of  aeeniaar  sick- 

aess,  ..rTT, *««4 

,  being  proitSy 4,:  19  88 

Carried  forward ^/m  H 
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Dtofcoweaem*  bfowght Ihnnid, ...  »»,0»  SI 

Ca.  ' 

B|y  «toM  depoitment  fbr  prollti,  . .. .  16,975  11 

*<  proflti  of  labor  4«partaMnt,  8,940  46 

"  feetofBdmlttaaee,  657  00 

**  pfoflu  of  coopering  deputmont, .  1,659  41 

*<  lIztarM  and  tools, 99  50 

**  •alMofnerchandiM, 506  37 

**  profiu  and  Ion,  for  InterMt, 939  57 

«»,099  51 

"  balanca,  being  ezeaw  of  ineome 

oirer  oxpenditttrM  for  tbo  year,  t4,19a  39 

All  of  which  it  inoic  leepectAiUy  rabmittad 
by  your  obedkal  and  very  humbto  aenraat, 

CHARLES  UNCOLN,  Jiia.,ir«nlm. 

MumehmMttB  StaU  Pritom,  \ 
Oct.  ISth,  1639.         ) 


To  Hii  ExceUeney  Levi  LuteoiMf  Oooemor 
of  the  CcmmomoeaUh  of  McutaduueitM, 
and  the  HomorabU  CotmeiL 


The  rabecriber,  chaplain  of  the  Maanchu- 
Stale  Prieon,  aaki  leave  to  preeent  the 
following  report  in  relation  to  that  department 
•r  the  institution  more  especially  aftiigned  to 
hit  charge.  In  some  of  his  previous  reports, 
ha  has  ventured  to  speak,  somewhat  in  detail, 
of  the  more  prominent  principles  which  should 
Ibrm  the  baslB  of  every  system  of  Prison  disci- 
pline. On  the  present  occasion,  it  is  his  design 
to  be  brief,  and  to  confine  hia  remarks  prnci- 
yefiy  to  the  eveiy  day  occurrences  and  traaa- 
acUons  of  the  institution  during  tlie  pest  year. 
First  of  all,  he  would  notice  this  goodness  of 
Qod,  In  the  uninterrupted  order,  industry  and 
tiaaqnUlity  which  have  prevailed  In  the  Prison, 
and  la  that  quiet  and  subdued  state  of  feel- 
ing, which,  in  a  remarkable  dearee,  has  chaiac- 
tenaed,  with  rarely  an  exception,  its  uahapmr 
Inmates.  He  is  confident  he  can  state  with 
truth,  that  in  no  year  since  his  residence  at  the 
Prison,  has  there  been  so  little  to  interrupt  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  place,  or  so  fiew  out- 
breakings  of  a  revenaeful  and  unsubdued  spirit. 
He  fiatters  himself,  that  while  such  resulu  are, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  be  ascribed,  under  Provi- 
dence, to  the  (aithfhl  and  discreet  ezercim  of 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  ezecutive  ofilcem 
of  the  insiiiution  still,  that  «MB«C*iiif>  may  be 
claimed  fur  the  infiuence  of  those  means  of 
moral  and  religious  instruction  which  the  gov- 
onment  of  the  slate  has  so  benevolently  and 
liberally  Airnished  by  the  laws  which  she  has 
oaacted. 

During  the  year  which  has  Just  closed,  there 
has  not  been,  it  is  thought,  so  many  Insunces 
of  deep  and  permanent  religiotts  feeling  as  dia- 
tingulshed  the  year  previous ;  and  yet  there 
has  been  no  marked  diminution  of  interest,  on 
the  part  of  the  prisaneis  gtmermllm^  in  the  meaas 
of  instruction  nunlshed  them,  or  of  attention 
to  whatever  lias  been  addwssea  to  them,  wheth- 
er la  public  or  private.  It  Is  well  known  to 
your  eicellency  and  honon.  that,  in  the  month 
of  August  last,  this  institutioa  was  visited,  in  a 
very  unusual  and  alarmfaig  auuiner,  with  sick- 
neas.  Thia  visitation  was  sudden  and  over- 
whelming. During  the  stillness  and  quiet  of 
the  Sabbath,  after  the  sotomn  sarvlcea  of  the 
eanctuaiy.this  messenger  of  the  Almighty  en- 
tered the  Prison.  So  rapid  was  he  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  his  commission,  and  so  strong 
the  ana  which  achieved  his  trinaspto,  that  la 
twenty-lbttr  boon,  men  thaa 


inmate  of  the 


hundred  of  the  eonvlels  wen  laM  proatrate,  umA 
many  of  them  apparently  at  the  vary  nte  sf 
death.  Then  It  waa,  that  ew 
Priaon,  however  hardened  ai 
may  have  before  appeared,  aeemed  to  fcri  th^: 
a  mightier  band  than  any  of  mete  erwted  pow- 
er was  in  the  midst  of  nem.  Not  a  hcait  bet 
quailed  under  the  eihthitinis  of  that  power, 
which,  as  it  were.  In  a  moanent,  had  proabatrc, 
not  the  weakeat  merely,  but  the  stnmrt->4 
sad  moat  hardy  of  their  number.  Not  a  si«l 
but  felt  that  God  waa  there.  It  waa  most  in:^- 
eating.  In  paasing  through  the  crowded  bonpicaK, 
and  the  ^artmanta,  literally  thronged  with  itm* 
hapless  vtctlms  of  disease,  to  notice  the  sub- 
dued and  awe-stmck  ^ftrit,  the  stttlaeas  aoJ 
quietileaB  eveiy  when  eidubited.  Previooph- 
to  thia  fearful  viaitation,  the  priaonera  had  ha  J 
some  nodee  of  the  fearful  ravages  of  tlm  mali^ 
naat  cholera  la  aome  parte  of  the  eaelem  ron- 
tfnent,  and  wew  aware  also,  that  It  bad  made 
Its  appearance  on  oar  own  shares.  Afirr  the 
puMw  exercises  of  the  Sabbath,  already  xti^rr^i 
to,  the  proclamatioB  of  the  chief  omnsiraxf'  »r 
the  commonwealth,  designating  ano  recess 
mending  the  subsequent  Thursday  to  bt  oh- 
served  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  Iksting  aod 
prayer,  in  reference  to  the  pestilence  which  n-M 
desolating  some  parts  of  our  country ,  and  »  Li^ht 
we  had  reaeon  to  fear,  might  speedily  visit  tb' 
state  in  which  we  lived,  was  read  iu  the  char'  ^ 
The  chaplain  took  this  oceasion  to  remark,  bc«> 
suitable  he  considered  such  a  measure  to  br,  at 
a  crisis  so  deeply  Interesting,  and  to  expem  hv 
gratitude  that  a  day  had  been  act  apart,  on  w  bick 
the  community  might,  unitedly,  implore  the  di- 
vine interpoaition  la  tlieir  behalf,  fie  exhorted 
them  to  atudy  to  prepare  their  hemxtm  for  thr 
proper  and  acceptable  observaaee  of  that  dajr,  ai 
ao  one  could  tell  how  soon  or  auddenly  v^ 
ml^  be  visited  by  the  desolating  acoorgr.  Aa4 
aone  could  predict "  what  a  dmf  might  bnot 
forth.'*  When,  therefore,  the  diaeaae  of  whtc^ 
we  have  spoken  ^ipeared  as  it  did  on  this  soittr 
Sabbath,  nothing  coold  be  more  natural  than  tbc 
condusion  adopted  by  all,  that  the  grand  dr- 
strojrerhad  actually  appeared  and  waa  in  iW 
midst  of  them. 

It  Is  not  the  design  of  the  chaplalB,  neitbrr  m 
it  his  province,  to  speak  of  the  nature-  or  pcralar 
characteristics  of  this  diseaae.  This  hr  lea«r« 
to  othen,  on  whom  the  duty  more  nppropriaif  ly 
devolves ;  but  he  desires,  ta  this  place  aa4  <>• 
thia  occasion,  to  testify  to  the  truly  «-oadrrftii 
goodness  and  loving  kindness  of  him  **  test*  l&"« 
cud  mmk9$  «lto«,  wAs  osaadf  «Md  wkm  kttis^**  itnX 
of  all  thos.«  who  were  attacked  In  this  sndd<^ 
and  violent  manner,  not  a  single  individual  «a> 
suilbred  to  become  the  victim  of  death.  Wbat- 
ever  the  dieease  may  have  been,  it  caa  bvdir 
be  doubted,  that  had  net  medical  aid  b^a 
promptly  afforded,  and  skitfeilly  applied,  in  afl 
the  cases  where  the  attack  was  violent,  nut  a 
few  of  the  number  attacked  must,  la  a  very  «hKt 
tiaaa,  **  have  gane  the  way  of  aU  the  earth." 

The  constant  and  anweariad  atteaftea  of  tte 
phyaldan  of  the  Priaon— as  also  of  those  associ- 
ated with  him  at  that  laactnre,  by  day  and  hj 
night,  and  the  aollcitiide,  oa  the  part  of  the  d. 
specton  and  oAcen  of  the  Praoa,  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  fer  the  retief  and  oemfert  of 
the  aick— ezcHed  lathe  breads  of  the  prweom 
feeliagi  of  gratitode  and  of  oMipttieii  which,  la 
aaea,  the  pourar  of  langnage  seeawd  too 
to  ataraaa  Sena  whose  hearta  arm 
lefiMB  Known  lo  raleat,  or  to  paaaum  aa j 
thing  of  generaoB  and  humane  feeUng ,  wmv 
heaid  to  exclaim,  even  wkh  leasa, «« Wc  did 
haiiasa  there  reaaateed  !■  tte  wartd  so 
of  klndaaaaand  eomnaaslon  aa  new  wt 
Dwarda  ■•.**   It  caa  hardly  bs 
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,  tat  MHM  oTtkoM  iBtfhidaali  wWear- 

wlUi  them  to  tlieir  gimmi  nlaftury  impnm- 

m  made  bv  the  diapoiieetloB  of  Providenoe 

I  wbleh  we  have  adTerted.    Trnly,  while  we 

wfMt  ^juigmmd,**  we  aie  paimitted  alw  to 

T&  Sabbath  aehool,  It  to  bdlered,  haa  kiit 
of  ita  intefeat,  efther  with  the  t^achen,  or 
tliB  prieonen,  who  aj«  the  sabjeeta  ofits  Initnic- 
ttena.  On  the  mlnda  of  maaj,  ita  isfluenee  is, 
mnqaeettooaMy,  meet  ealotary.  The  common- 
w^satth  and  thk  inatttution  owe  very  much  to 
Uae  kind  olBcee  of  thoee,  who,  ftom  Sabbath  to 
Tohmteer  their  ■errieea.  aa  laboien, 
fat  tliia  department  of  Chrtatiaa  beneYolence. 
Tlie  awtafle  Bomber  of  omvicts  who  are 
braagtat  into  thto  aehool,  to  about  one  hondred 
sad  ifea.  For  a  few  weeln  after  the  occnrrence 
of  the  aickneei  in  the  Pkiaoa.  the  echool  waa 
dteeontiBaad ;  and  inatead  of  mm  publie  reU. 
0oam  aeiriee,  which  it  ia  emtomary  to  com- 
Dkenea  at  IS  o'docfc,  M.,  tmo  were  holden ;  one 
mt  balf  paac  ten,  A.  IL,  and  the  other  at  half 

em,  fonr,  P.  M.  Thto  oootm  waa  adopted  dor- 
g  tba  eontinoaaee  of  the  warm  aeaaon,  in  or- 
der ibat  the  priMueia  mi^  have  more  ezerciee 
rdinaiy,  and  the  uaoal  tenn  of  eoofine- 
III  their  eeUa,  on  that  day,  might  be 
It  waa  tndfed  proper  to  adc^  eve- 
whlcli  mlglit  ofMrate  to  prevent 
recnnenee  of  the  dieeaee. 

WUh  the  preeent  month  the  Sabbath  aehool 
waa  recommeneed.  and  th4l  former  practice,  In 
re^rd  to  the  pablie  religloaa  ezeretoea  of  the 
day,  reotored.  For  many  veaia,  the  number  of 
eoiavieta  in  Uria  inatitiition  haa  not  been  w>  much 
redaced  aa  dufina  the  year  which  to  now  paat. 
The  «Terege  nuniber,  the  preaent  year,  to  awrt 
tkmMjI/tjf  leas  than  daring  the  laat.  Thto  ie  cer- 
tainly nutter  of  e(mgratiilati<m,  althongh  the 
peciinlary  remJta  of  ihe  inctitution  have  no  doubt 
been  very  materially  aflbcted  by  thto  circum- 
atanoe.  After  all,  a  diminution  of  crime,  and  a 
prosreeeiTa  improvement  In  the  habits  and 
moralii  of  the  commnni^.  mnof  tkr  hiffitn  im- 
portaace  tihaa  any  Gonnderation  of  mere  pecu- 
niajry  praftt.' 

It  ia  now  three  yeare  since  the  completion  of 
the  New  Priaon.  As  yet,  rafllcient  time  haa 
hardly  elapsed  to  test  the  reaulta  of  the  new, 
compared  with  the  old  system  of  confinement 
and  <Uncipiine,  on  those  who  have  left  the  instl- 
totion.  It  cannot,  however,  be  doubted,  for  a 
moment,  w^hat  this  result  must  be.  If  any  thing 
can  be  known  ttcm  the  operation  of  morail 
ca«n>ea,  and  the  experience  of  other  similar  in- 
atimtiona.  A  goodly  number  of  those  who  have 
left  tbia  Prisoa  within  three  years,  are  known 
to  be  doing  well,  and  to  maintain  a  fair  standing 
in  tbe  cmnmnnitiea  in  which  they  rMide.  Of 
who  have  been  committed  for  the  first 
since  the  occupation  of  the  New  Prison, 
have  been  discharged.  TVs  only  oi 
Una  nwmber  have  been  recommitted.  The  re- 
ralta  of  acme  inquiries  made  of  the  convicts  with- 
in a  few  weeks  past,  martr  not  be  deemed  aho- 
getber  foreign  to  the  subjeet  of  such  a  report, 
sad  at  the  aame  time  may  be  gratifying  to  tnose 
who  Ibel  an  interest  in  these  subjects; 

Tbe  nnnkber  of  convicts  of  whom  these  in- 
qoiriea  have  been  made,  to  9SM> :  of  thto  number 
could  not  read  when  they  came  to  prison,  9B ; 
coold  read  only  in  eaay  leaaons  Ibr  children,  15; 
coold  not  write,  50 ;  addicted  to  habits  of  in- 
temperate drinking,  156;  ascribe  their  impris- 
onment to  the  influence  ofintemperate  drinking, 
199 ;  state  that  their  parenta  were  in  the  haut 
of  giTfng  tbeni  ardent  ipMts  when  thoy  ^ 


ehUdrea,  116 ; , ..  ...»  »...,-».«..^, 

54;  addletad  to  petty  thefts  befiae  the  ags  of  16, 
44 ;  brought  up  without  any  regular  trade  or 
employment,  63;  left  home  before  the  afe  of 


91,  «iU  the  eenaent  of  pareata,  107 ;  left  home 
befiae  the  age  of  91,  aOlMiC  the  conaent  of  pa- 
reata, SO;  have  now  both  parenta  living,  53; 
hav^  fbther  only  living,  18 ;  have  mother  only 
living,  74 ;  fltther  died  befiae  they  were  10  yeare 
ciA,  43 ;  mother  died  befim  they  were  10  yean 
eld,  90 ;  ftther  died  when  they  were  between 
10  and  91  yean  of  aoe,  51 ;  mother  died  when 
they  were  between  10  and  91  yean  of  age.  Si ; 
have  been  married,  103 ;  now  have  wives,  8B; 
now  have  children.  86  j  whole  number  of  eliil- 
drea,  living,  935 ;  nave  brothen  or  sisten,  or 
both,  907 ;  whole  number  of  brothen  and  sisten 
living,  1098 ;  have  been  apprenticed,  87 ;  left 
apprenticeship  before  their  time  expired,  48 ; 
lived  in  habitual  disregud  nT  the  Sabbath  before 
coming  to  PriaoB.  157 ;  addicted  more  or  less  to 
nmUing,  76 ;  had  associated  with  lewd  women, 
95 ;  number  of  individnato  standing  in  the  rela- 
tion of  Aither  or  mother,  wife  or  children, 
brother  or  sister,  io  the  990  men  questioned  aa 
above,  1551. 

Thto  last  statement  ahowain  averyatriking 
manner  that  the  evils  of  transgression  are  by  ao 
means  confined  to  the  guilty  subjects  of  it,  but 
eztmid  to  multitudes  who  stand  connected  with 
tham  by  the  neareat  and  dearest  ties  of  kindred 
and  affection.  How  many  hearts  often  bleed 
in  consequence  of  the  fidlies  and  vices  of  a  sin- 
gle individual  I 

The  chaplain  feeto  that  he  cannot  close  hto 
report  without  expressing  the  high  sense  he  en* 
tertains  of  the  character  and  services  of  the 
late  warden  of  this  institution.  Neither  can  he 
everformt  the  cordial  co-iteration  he  always 
received  flnom  Am  in  the  discharge  of  hto  oflictol 
duties;  nor  the  multiplied  acts  of  persona] 
ftiendship  and  kindnem  which  it  was  nto  con- 
stant habit  to  bestow.  To  part  with  such  an 
oflicer  and  such  a  friend,  it  will  readUy  be  per- 
ceived, waa  no  small  trial.  But  he  stiU  lived  to 
be  useflil  in  another  sphere ;  and  the  writer  to 
consoled  by  the  Ihct,  that  a  ktaid  Providence  waa 
pleased  to  give  no,  aa  hto  ancceaaor,  one  who, 
on  conunencing  the  duticB  of  hto  ofllce,  was  so 
intimately  acquahited  with  the  institution,  la 
all  Its  departments,  and  for  aevenl  yean  had 
been  associated  with  hto  predeceesor,  who«  dur- 
ing hto  continuance  in  offlce,  did  so  much  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Institntkm  and  the  state. 

By  the  present  warden,  every  thing  which 
could  be  done  on  hto  part  to  aid  the  chaplain 
in  tiM  diacharge  of  hto  ofllcial  dutiea,  and  to 
render  the  disdiarge  of  those  duties  jrieasant, 
has  been  moot  cheerftilly  and  promptly  per- 
fl>rmed. 

To  all  the  ofllcen  of  the  institution,  the  sub- 
scriber feels  under  strong  obligatioas  for  tho 
uniform  kindness  and  respect  with  which  all 
hto  wtobea  and  requeata  have  been  met  on  their 
part* 

To  enter  upon  a  minute  eompariaon  of  the 
preaent  state  and  condition  of  thto  institution, 
with  what  it  waa  a  few  vean  alnce,  mlaht  appear 
Invidions ;  but  it  to  believed  that,  without  arro- 
gating too  much,  it  may  be  salbly  aflrmed  that 
we  have  much,  vsry  sweA,  for  which  we  ought 
to  be  grateftU  to  him  **  who  to  the  Oiver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,"  on  aecoont  of  what  he 
has  been  plOMed  to  do  fix  ns. 

JAKED  CURTIS, 
GhyWa  ^tJto  Jlfius.  &  Frt»mu 


140 


PRISON   Dl8CIPI«mS   SOCIITT. 


ed 


To  HiM  ExeeOenof  the  Governor,  and  the 
HotunaUe  Council  of  the  CommonweaUh 
of  MassachwetU. 
GcnUem«n— Tlv   niimhw   of  patienu    «1- 

inx  the  year  ending  8ept.  VKMx,  1832,  to  130.  The 
aggregate  number  of  days'  wWen^S  *'i*'**A'!!E' 
t5  fa  3,074.    In  addition  to  thw,  471  days'  laiior 
have  been  abated  by  advice  of  the  phyaklaii  far 
nHiht  accident*  and  aickneM  of  ghoit  continu- 
ance ;  making  the  whole  loee  of  labor  chargeable 
W  the  h«fpit«i  3,545  day*.    The  clerlt»«  account 
will  nUow  the  expenaet  of  the  «»*P"t«»«n' J^jf 
S27a  7;"».    If  ftom  thiH  sum  we  deilucl  1^15  M, 
lioin;r  the  value  of  3,074  rations,  at  7  crnU  each, 
which  would  have  been  served  tq  the  P^wnw> 
liad  they  not  been  in  the  liospital,  we  shall  have 
f^l  KJ  as  the  nrt  expense  for  the  current  year. 
Of  this  snra,  $37  31  have  been  spent  for  inedi- 
rineH,  and  ^33  for  tlie  difference  in  price  of 
lioHuita]  ration  and  small  articles  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  elclt.    The  schedule  annexed  will 
i.how  that  eleven  patients  l»ve  died  during  the 
vear.    Of  this  number  7  have  died  of  consump- 
iioM,  2  of  dropsy,  1  of  typhus  fever,  and  one  of  old 
site.  During  the  months  of  December  and  Janua- 
rv,  influenza  prevailed  in  the  Prison ;  and  on  Au- 
gust .'Vth  commenced  an  epidemic  diarrhtta,  at- 
tended with  tlie  gicattjst  suffering,  and  symp- 
tums  so  peculiar,  that  I  intend,  at  no  distant 
lime,  to  make  a  special  report  of  the  same  to 
your  excellency.    It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say, 
that  n(i  death  has  occurred  duhng  cither  of  the 
tiiideiiiics  niKJve  alluded  to,  and  tlmi  order  and 
reguljirity  have  been  constanUy  maintained  ia 
Ihf  huspilul  during  the  year. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

WILUAM  J.  WALKER. 

MasMcKvJtetU  StaU  Pruvn^  \ 
October  IBlh,  1833.       ) 


E. 

To  the  Honorable  the  General  Astembly  of 
the  Siate  o/Connecticuif  to  be  hoUlen  at 
Hartford  on  the  Jirtt  ^^'ednetday  of  May, 
1833. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  to  examine  into  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  Connecticut  eiale  Prwou  and 
tlie  concerns  thereof,  and  specially  to  Inquire 
after,  and  report  what  errors,  if  any,  have  ex- 
isted, or  do  exist,  in  the  administration  of  iu 
affairs,  respectfully  ^   .     /         r.u-i- 

Report,  that  they  met  on  the  business  of  their 
appointment,  on  the  11th  day  of  September 
iMtT  at  the  Prison  in  Wethersfleld  j  having 
given  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
ing, as  well  to  the  Hon.  Nathan  Smith,  the 
agent  and  attorney,  appointed  to  conduct,  on 
ttie  part  of  tlie  state,  the  inquiry  instiiuiea  by 
the  aforesaid  resolution,  as  to  the  former  and 
present  dhectors,  and  to  Mr.  Amos  Pilsbury, 
the  then  late  warden  of  the  Prison. 

The  agent  and  attorney  appeared,  as  did  also 
the  Hon.  Martin  Welles,  one  of  the  former  dl- 
rectoia,  and  Ut,  Amos  Pilsbury,  by  their  xe- 
■pective  counsel. 

A  motion  in  writing  was  presented  bv  the 
agent  and  attorney  for  the  state,  that  the  hear- 
ing be  postponed  untn  the  9d  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober then  next,  which  was  gianted  by  Ihe 
committee.  . 

The  Prison  containing  no  room  larm  enough 
to  accommodato  tlM  Mmmlttee,  and  the  par- 


I  ties,  topeUier  wift  the  •P^g«*«»  ^it^iS? 
atl^ndedTawl  prohaWy  would  attend  dw  a«b 
sequent  meetings  of  this  committee,  they  mA- 
Journed  to  the  state-house  la  Hartford. 

The  committee  met  agaia  on  tl»  »»  »^ 
Tuesday  of  October,  and  were  attoaded,  as  oe- 
fore,  by  the  aforesaid  Pities. 

The  agent  and  attorney  exhibited  the  fdlow- 
faig  charges,  aad  produced  proof  to  «p^ort 
them :  Uiey  were  answered  on  Ui«  port  oTAmoa 
Pilsbury,  the  late  warden.  Tlie  Hosi.  Mama 
Welles  appeared  to  sustain  such  of  them  a* 
were  founded  on  his  counter  report  to  the  la« 
General  Assembly,  and  to  vevn  the  Acu  la  that 
counter  report  contahsed  to  be  true.  

1.  That  the  accoonu  were  not  kept  accord- 
ing to  law.  ^     ^  -  .  ^ 

S.  That  the  prisoneis  salTeied  fiw  want  of 

food.  .         .     - .  . 

3.  That  they  were  for  several  weeka  ftaraloh- 

ed  with  bad  water.  _      ^  ^  j    • 

4.  That  they  suffiered  frsm  cold  aad  ted  air. 

5.  That  the  sick  prisoaeia  were  treated  wttH 
great  cruelty.  ,   . 

6.  That  the  by-laws  were  disrefaided- 

7.  That  depredatioBs  were  commiitedoa  the 

public  property.  ,  ^  ^  *. 

8.  That  prisooera  were  inegally  poaished  fiw 
breaches  ofihe  Prison  discipline. 

9.  That  the  ^isooeis  were  pennttted  to  leave 

the  Prison.  .  ,.    -.. 

The  committee  intend  to  notice  each  of  lhc« 
charges  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here  act 
down  i  but  before  they  proceed  to  do  that,  they 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Geaeial  Assem- 
bly to  a  few  preliminary  obaervatioiia. 

It  was  proved  to  the  oonunittee,  that  a* 
measure  was  adopted  by  tlM  directets^^  e 
divided  vote,  from  the  time  the  New  Prison 
went  into  opeiatton,  op  to  the  appolntaseatef 
Amos  Pilsbury  as  warden.  In  that  apfolat- 
ment,  Judge  Welles  was  in  the  ailttorlty  ;  aad 
from  that  time  the  unity  of  actioa,  which  had 

E reduced  the  most  (hvorable  reeuns,  appcan  to 
ave  been  occasionally  intermMed.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  directors  sdpported  the  warden, 
and  Judge  IVelles  withheld  his  oonlMence. 

It  was  natural,  therefore,  to  expect  that  then 
would  be  much  of  personal  fbeling  la  this  ia- 
vestigation  ;  and  the  committee  thoo^t  it  was 
due,  as  well  to  the  Geneiml  AsseinMy  as  a> 
themselves,  to  declare,  on  the  very  first  aiaai- 
festation  of  personal  boatiUty.  that  it  woald  be 
promptly  repressed  :  that,  being  instraeted  to 
inquire  into  the  ailbirs  and  maaaeement  of  the 
State  Prison,  the  eoromittee  would  anead  to 
that  matter  oifLv.  Uoldtag  aa  evea  hand  be- 
tween the  contending  individuals,  the  eonuait- 
tee  would  not  consent  to  be  made  a  party  to  the 
excitement,  which  was  too  appaient  to  be  cea- 
cealed  or  overlooked.  Their  eole  object  aew 
is,  to  present  the  material  Ihctt  of  the  case  is 
they  understand  them,  without  inquiring  hov 
fhr  they  may  operate  to  the  disadvantafs  er  ia 
fkvor  of  any  person.  .  .,.  . 

It  is  manifest  flrom  the  papeis  laid  before  the 
General  Asaembly  aad  reierrsd  to  this  commit- 
tee, that  therv  was  a  great  diflbrenoeof  optaioa 
between  the  directors— in  expreesiBg  whicfe, 
the  laagnage  of  conciliation  appeaia  to  have 
been  forgotten.  Without  stop|ilnc  to  iaquke 
with  whom  this  rested,  by  whom  tt  was  pfv- 
duced,  or  who  are  right,  and  who  are  wnag, 
the  committee  find  that  disaaion  was  the  ooa- 
sequence.  And  they  report  it  as  aa  error  la 
Ihe  administration  of  the  aflkiia  of  the  Coa- 
aecticut  State  Prison. 

A  book  has  alwava  been  kept  at  the  Prins, 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  warden,  in  which 
the  remarks  of  the  visltiBg  director  ars  wriitea 
I  down. 
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TlM  cmBmittee  report  thit  as  an  error  which 
BOW  eziata  at  the  Priaon.  So  loof  aa  all  the 
dif  ectora  think  alike,  and  act  in  concert,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty.  Then  every  order  of  an 
individual  director  Will  come  to  the  warden, 
as  from  the  whole  board,  and  will  be  implicitly 
obeyed.  But  if  a  different  elate  of  things  exitts, 
and  one 'director  makes  an  entry,  which  is  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  another  director  entirely  con- 
trary, that  director  who  happens  to  be  in  the 
mioority,  will  meet  with  but  small  recard  from 
the  subordinate  officer,  who  has  before  him 
the  recorded  evidence  of  a  divided  council. 

A  book  so  kept  affords,  moreover,  the  means 
of  keeping  alive,  if  it  does  not  in  the  first 
Instance  produce,  unkindly  feelings,  which 
may,  and  often  do,  intervene  between  persons 
whose  duty  it  la  to  think  upon  llie  same  sab- 
lect,  and  who  are  not  found  to  think  alike. 
The  remedy  is  obvious— let  no  communications 
be  made  by  the  visiting  director,  except  to  the 
board  of  directors,  from  whom  every  order 
should  come  to  the  officer  who  is  to  obey  It. 

I.  In  reepect  to  the  first  charge,  that  the  books 
were  not  kept  according  to  law,  the  commit- 
tee find  that  the  books  of  the  Prison  have  been 
kept  by  the  respective  wardens,by  double  entry, 
as  Is  by  law  provided  ;  that  there  are  several 
mistakes  to  be  found  on  the  books,  such  aa 
errors  in  posting,  and  wrong  addition.    It  was 
not  claimed  that  any  entries  in  the  day-book 
were  erroneottslv  made.   It  waa  proved  that  the 
acCtlementa  woMOt  by  the  warden  with  the  di- 
lectors,  were  always  made  ftom  the  entries  on 
the  day-book.    It  was  claimed,  on  the  part  of 
the  warden,  that  an  error  in  distributing  the 
Items  in  the  day-book  to  their  several  heiula  In 
the  Joamal  and  leger,  would  notaflbct  snch 
•ettlement.     From  the  testimony  of  the  wit- 
nesses who  have  been  examined  on  this  point, 
and  from  an  inspection  of  the  books  Inr  the 
committee  themselves,  they  cannot  find  any 
ftaud,  or  ftnndnlent  intent,  on  the  part  of  Amoa 
Filsbaiy.    The  most  that  can  be  said  is,  that  he 
h  w  committed  mistakes  to  which  all  book-keep- 
ers are  more  ot  leas  liable,  and  that  be  Is  not  a 
peiftettf  correct  book-keeper.    The  committee 
woold  report  that  to  impose  that  duty  upon  the 
warden  is  an  error  which  ought  to  be  eoirected ; 
and  they  are  the  more  firm  in  that  opinion, 
from  reading  in  the  Uth  page  of  the  rejwrt  in 
1825,  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Generel 
Assembly  to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  New- 
Gate  Priaon,  In  which  that  committee  aay — 

•'  We  would  dismisa  that  part  of  the  sublect, 
by  suggesting  that  aome  person  should  be 
especially  designated,  whose  doty  It  should  be 
to  keep  the  accoanta  of  the  Prison,  after  the 
most  improved  form,  and  in  a  method  to  be  pre- 
acribed  bv  the  comptroller." 

To  which  tills  committee  would  aafejloiii  and 
repents  tmu  page  9  of  the  same  report^ 

*<  Whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  relieve  and 
exempt  the  keeper  of  this  Inatitatioii  from  any 
participation  in  Its  coaamercial  tranaaetions 
with  the  pnbiie — ^whether  he  on^t  not  to  be 
placed  upon  the  high  groond  of  a  responsible 
exeeutivie  officer,  Intrusted  by  the  slate  with 
the  ndminiatration  of  its  pnnuve  Jnatice  on  its 
felons— whether  hia  useAilneas  will  not  depend 
not  onljr  on  his  anthority  within  the  Prison, 
hot  on  his  'nosaeseing  the  conlldenee  ef  the 
pnblie,  and  the  ftvorsibie  reptrd  of  the  persons 
In  the  vicinity.  The  eoauaittee  have  been  led 
to  doabt  whether  he  can  retain  this  ftvorable 
legard,  and  at  the  aaaM  time  muiiim  a  strict 
and  rigid  ooone  of  daqr  to  toe  stale,  ao  long 
as  he  n  conalantly  mingjlag  with  evety  class 
of  the  commonilT,  in  its  peconlarr  coneema." 
n.  The  aeeoiM  charge,  that  the  prisooen 
•oflhred  tat  waot  of  fiwd,  haa  beaa  caiafidly 


inquired  Into.  Then  is,  perhapa,  ao  iul^Ml 
on  which  the  sjrmpathiea  of  a  people  accna- 
tomed  to  an  abundance  of  food  would  more 
intensely  fix,  than  that  a  case  of  starvation 
should  occur  among  them;  and  to  etarve  a 
pri«0iisr,  and  impose  a  heavy  taak  upon  him 
besides,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  profit  o«t 
of  his  agony,  is  a  eharn  of  such  deep  de- 
pravltv,  that  no  man  could  for  a  moment  sua- 
tain  himaelf  after  it  waa  proved  upon  him. 

On  this  point,  the  committee  heard  much 
testimony.  They  have  carefiilly  examined  all 
the  calci^tions  and  estimates  that  have  been 
laid  before  them.  They  find  the  fkct  to  be, 
and  they  would  state  it  aa  briefiy  and  aa  de- 
cisivelv  aa  possible,  that  this  charge  is  not 
proved. 

The  cooking  waa  formerly  done  in  the  yard 
of  the  Prison,  by  male  convicts:  the  rations 
for  each  prisoner  were  taken  to  his  cell  by  per- 
sons specially  directed  to  perform  that  dn^: 
this  ailbrded  room  for  partiiiity  and  unfaimesa. 
It  was  found  to  be  an  error  in  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Prison,  which  was  corrected 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  1831.  Since  that  time 
the  cooking  and  delivery  of  the  rations  have 
been  under  the  direction  of  the  matron  :  and  it 
was  conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  she  nas  per* 
formed  the  duties  with  the  utmost  fkithral- 
ness. 

The  committee  cannot  dismiss  this  part  of 
the  subject  without  observing,  that  the  Weth- 
ersfield  Prison  is  remarkable  ror  the  healthftal- 
ness  of  the  convicts.  The  deaths  that  have 
occurred  there  since  its  estaUisliment,  including 
the  epidemic  which  broke  out  among  the  coo- 
victa  in  18S9,  amount  to  about  two  in  every 
hundred. 

In  the  Maasachnsetts  Priaon,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  the  Rev.  Louis  Dwight,  up  to  1831, 
the  mortality  was  9^  per  cent.;  Auburn,  to  183B, 
Sl|  per  cent.:  Mount  Pleasant,  to  1831,  3  per 
cent.;  Philadelphia,  to  1839.  aboat  6  per  cenL 

III.  The  committee  find  that  the  thfard  eharga 
is  proved  as  the  same  is  herein  specified.  Tlmt 
tlie  water  in  the  well  which  supplied  the  pris- 
oners, waa  very  offensive  for  several  weeks  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1830.  It  waa 
proved  to  this  committee,  that  the  same  thing 
had  occurred  in  former  yean,  and  that,  without 
any  known  cause,  the  water  woold  regain  its 
former  sweetness. 

The  first  infoimatlon  that  the  water  waa 
oflbnsive,  waa  eommnnicated  to  the  board  of 
diredon,  on  Monday.  The  warden  waa  sent 
for,  and  on  Wedneadqr  following,  a  new  well 
was  dug,  which,  ftom  that  time  to  this,  Ims 
nrodnced  an  abundant  aupply  of  good  water. 
It  waa  not  distinctly  made  to  appear  to  the 
committee,  whether  this  new  well  was  pro- 
vided by  the  order  and  exertions  of  the  board 
of  directors,  of  any  individual  dlractor,  or  by 
the  warden  himself.  The  eommittee  have  been 
led  to  tlihifc  tliat  this  bad  water  was  an  on- 
avoidable  evil ;  and  they  cannot  find  that  either 
the  directon  or  the  warden  manilJMled  aay 
unaeaaonable  delay  in  correcting  it. 

IV.  That  the  piiaonei*  anilered 
and  bad  air. 

Oa  this  point  the  committee  find,  that  the 
cold  ta  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the  hall 
where  the  prisooen  sleep,  during  the  time  com- 
plained of,  was  not  severe  enough  to  fteeaa 
water  alanding  there  in  bocaeta. 

The  priaooen'  feet  could  not  have  fifoiea 
there.  It  waa  proved  to  yoor  coaunlttee  that 
three  of  the  prisooen  soflbred  from  Iknsled 
feet,  and  that  mam  man  were  affected  with 
chlloaina.  The  prMoaew  never  go  to  a  fire, 
they  are  marebed  into  the  open  vird,  withoot 
aay  additioul  eloch^  frooi  thafr  WM 
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shope ;  after  ondeifoing  an  elimination,  they 
are  then  marched  to  the  haJI,  where  they  attend 
to  divine  worship. 

They  then  march  paat  the  place  where  their 
ntlons  are  preientea  to  them,  after  which  they 
march  to  their  cella,  and  are  locked  up  for  the 
nlfdit. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  here  is  an 
unnecesiary  ezpoeure  to  cold.  In  very  severe 
weather,  the  auty  of  a  search  might  be  per- 
formed in  the  ball. 

In  respect  to  ventilation,  the  committee  find 
that  the  ball  was  warmed  by  stoves ;  that  there 
are  apertures  in  the  ceiling  to  permit  the  foul 
air  to  escape.  Notwithstanding:  which  the  air 
in  the  hall  becomes  very  oiffenslve  before 
morning. 

In  the  original  ooAstraction  of  the  cells,  each 
one  was  provided  with  a  passage  which  ascends 
to  the  roof  for  the  purpose  of  ventilating  each 
cell :  these  are  covered  with  a  piece  of  tin,  AiH 
of  small  holes.  It  was  testified  before  the  com- 
mittee, that  such  covering  would  not  probably 
permit  the  air  to  pass  with  sufficient  freedom. 

The  complaint  most  insisted  on  was,  that  one 
of  the  stoves,  which  had  been  constructed  so  as 
to  admit  the  external  air  to  pass  between  the 
outer  and  inner  plates,  and  come  warm  into  the 
room,  had  been  removed,  and  the  air  fipom  the 
room  was  used,  by  which  it  was  claimed  that 
a  greater  quanti^  of  heat  was  produced.  Here 
was  a  dinbrence  of  opinion  oetween  the  di- 
rectors.  The  warden  obeyed  the  m^orl^.  If 
there  was  an  error  any  where,  it  was  an  error 
tn  Judgment  The  committee  do  not  find  any 
evU  intention  on  the  part  of  any  officer  In  re- 
lation to  this  matter. 

The  committee  are  aware  tiiat  there  Is  a  great 
difficulty  in  usins  artificial  heat,  and  at  the 
same  time  presenoog  a  pure  atmosphere,  where 
•o  much  is  consumed  by  the  perpetual  breath- 
ing of  so  many  men.  But  from  all  the  testi- 
mony which  the  committee  have  heard  on  this 
part  of  the  case,  they  are  persuaded  that  the 
convict,  when  once  in  his  cell,  enjoys  as  much 
of  warmth  and  purity  as  are  to  be  found  in  the 
well-filled  tenemenu  of  a  crowded  citv ;  and 
ot  no  time  does  be  sufiTer  more  hardship  than 
an  ordinaiy  seaman  on  a  vovage.  It  is  perhaps 
worthy  of  consideration,  whetner  the  expense 
of  heating  so  larce  a  hall,  applied  in  fUrnishing 
thicker  body  ana  bed  clothes,  would  not  ren- 
der the  convict  onlte  as  warm,  and  much  mbre 
comforuble.  with  clothes  enoush  to  protect 
him  from  the  cold,  in  his  passage  from  his  shop 
to  his  cell,  and  bed  clothes  sufficient  to  keep 
up  that  temperature,he  would  remain  so  through 
the  night :  he  could  not  suflfer  by  the  neglect  or 
want  of  skill,  in  a  drowsy  watchman,  to  keep 
up  a  fire  of  anthracite  coal. 

v.  That  the  sick  prisoners  were  treated  with 
great  cruelty. 

The  facts  in  relation  to  this  point,  as  the  com- 
mittee understand  them  to  be  proved,  are,  that, 
iVom  the  time  the  Prison  went  mto  operation,  in 
18S7,  to  the  month  of  July,  18S29.  such  had  been 
the  almost  unexampled  healthfmness  prevailing 
there,  that  the  room  originally  intended  for  a 
hospital  had  never  been  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose. There  was  no  physician  appointed  as 
an  officer  of  the  Prison.  The  waroen  sent  for 
the  attending  physician  as  he  did  for  his  private 
ftoily.  It  rested  with  him  to  decide  whether 
a  convict  was  sufficiently  indisposed  to  require 
the  physician's  aid .  Now  it  is  evident,  wiuiout 
examining  wttneeses  under  oath,  that  habiu 
of  idleness,  and  a  deaixe  to  live  without  work, 
produce  more  convlctioni  for  crimes  than  all 
other  causes  put  together.  It  is  to  be  expected, 
therefore,  that  the  tenanU  of  a  Bute  Prison  will 
avoid  labor  if  thqr  can.    It  ia  claimed  aa  one 


of  the  discoverlea  of  modem  tiBiea,  that  soeh 
characters  can  in  any  way  be  made  to  do  work 
enough  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  keeping  then. 
It  was  proved  to  the  committee,  that  of  all  the 
expedients  resorted  to  by  convicts  to  indalfe 
in  their  favorite  habits,  the  complaint  of  iadis- 
position  is  the  most  fnquent :  and  hence  oA- 
cers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  reoace  this  modem 
discovery  to  practice,  are  ^  to  be  skeptical 
when  a  convict  complains  of  sickness. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  the  diiecton,  in 
their  report  of  1830,  page  7,  remark — 

"  A  severe  and  dam{erou8  sickneas  prevailed 
during  the  months  of^August  and  September, 
which  resulted  fhtallv  in  four  cases.  The  di- 
rectors, during  this  sickness,  became  sMisfied, 
that  the  system  of  reporting  and  supplying  the 
sick,  was  in  many  respects  defective:  an  or- 
dinance was  therefore  immediately  passed, 
which  has  been  transferred  into  the  by-laws, 
and  will  be  found  at  section  6,  by  which  this 
system  was  wholly  changed.'* 

"  By  this  oidinance,  the  directora  tateaded 
to  secure  to  each  sick  prisoner  an  early  and 
prompt  attention  to  bis  case,  believing  it  to  be 
far  better,  that  fifh'  who  were  not  sick  should 
be  reported,  examined  and  dismissed,  than  that 
one  should  suffer  for  want  of  early  medical  ad- 
vice. It  may  probably  often  happen  that  the 
officers  of  the  institution  are  satisfied,  that  the 
alleged  illness  of  the  complaining  prisoner  ia 
merelv  feigned,  to  avoid  labor ;  or,  as  it  is  called, 
*  playing  the  old  soldier,'  and  is  deceiving  them. 
But  they  may,  also,  in  some  instances,  be  them- 
selves mistaken;  and  such  mistake  may  l» 
fatal  to  the  unfortunate  men  in  their  cnatody. 
At  all  events,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  they 
are  aa  competent  to  decide  this  queetion  aa  aa 
eminent  medical  practitioner.  The  whole  svb- 
Ject.  therefbre,  has  been  referred  to  the  dec  tskm 
of  the  physician ;  and  that  all  suspkioa  of  in 
ducement  to  order  a  prisoner  to  the  luwptuJ 
improperiv,  mav  be  removed,  his  cmnpensatino 
is  not  made  to  depend  upon  the  number  of  nek. 
convicts,  or  the  visits  which  he  may  make. 
Our  experience  under  this  regulation  oas  con- 
vinced us,  that  it  was  required  as  well  from 
conslderauons  of  humanity  as  of  good  economy. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  condilioa  more 
calamitous  or  foriora  than  of  one  who  is  *  sick 
and  in  prison'— deprived,  as  he  muat  be,  of  the 
attentions  and  sympathies  of  those  who  arc 
bound  to  him  by  the  ties  of  nature  and  alTec- 
tion  ;  he  haa  a  right  to  ask,  and  to  receive,  cf 
the jHiblic  agents,  all  that  relief,  and  comfort, 
ana  consolation,  which  his  situation  ma^'  allow. 
It  was  in  this  spirit  that  we  framed  this  rrgu- 
latioo,  and  we  trust  that  in  this  spirit  it  will  be 
administered." 

**  We  have  adverted  to  this  tonic  more  fully 
than  we  should  have  done,  had  it  not  been  ilie 
subject  of  some  misapprehension  in  this  vi- 
cinity." 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  Botsford,  and  Fa^^m, 
and  FreemSn,  and  Ferdinand,  were  the  persona 
who  are  spoken  of  in  tbe  above  extract  as  being 
the  cases  which  terminated  finally. 

From  all  the  testimony  which  the  committee 
heard  on  this  point, — and  no  part  <^tlM  Inquiry 
has  been  pursued  with  more  eagemeo,  or  re- 
marked upon  ia  argument  with  more  touchiag 
eloquence.— they  find  the  fkcts  tobe  aa  they  are 
stated  in  the  above  extract  fhim  the  report  of 
the  directors.  The  committee  do  not  find  that 
there  was  any  gross  act  of  cruelty,  wilfully  and 
wantonly  inflicted  upon  any  sKk  prisoner. 
The  warden,  and  deputy  warden,  and  the  diiec- 
tors,  being  secure  m  the  knowledge  that  the 
Prison  haa  hitherto  been  almost  entirely  free 
from  disease,  it  was  not  stmnge  that,  to  «se 
the  langimga  of  Ooveraor  Peten,  who  waa  thea 
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•  dlfeetor,  ftnd  who  was  examined  by  this  com- 
raittee  aa  a  wUneaa,  *  that  the  epidemic  seemed 
to  have  got  in  the  advance  of  the  warden,  di- 
rectors and  physician.** 

Thia  committee  would  ooC  at  any  time  pass 
llghUy  by  the  suffltrings  of  one  "  sick  and  in 
prison  ;**  nor  would  they  for  a  moment  coun- 
tenance the  idea,  that  the  ordinary  offices  of 
humanity  should  not,  in  all  cases,  be  extended 
to  the  prisoner,  whether  convict  or  innocent : 
nor  would  they  allow  that  lapse  of  time  should 
co\*er  over  or  protect  any  officer  who  would  be 
fTtilty  of  cruelty  or  oppression  in  any  shape. 
Vet  this  committee  feel  that  there  is  reason  for 
rhtf  inquiry,  why,  after  the  error  and  remedy 
h  tve  been  by  the  directors  reported  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly}  it  should  be  brought  up  again  by 
one  of  those  direetora,  and  the  Individual  cases 
of  disease  and  pain  minutely  set  forth  two 
yeirs  afterwards. 

The  state  of  perfection  to  which  Prison  disci- 
pline had  arrived  in  the  state  of  Connecticut  is, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  be  ascribed  to  individual 
exertion.  The  committee  may  be  pardoned  for 
an  act  ^of  justice  which  posterity  will  not  hXl 
to  recognize,  when  they  record  among  the  most 
conspicuous  of  those  individuals,  the  names  of 
John  Russ,  Bfaitin  Welles,  and  John  S.  Peters. 
And  it  is  no  small  encomium  upon  these  gen- 
tlemen, that  they  should  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  intellicence  and  enlightened  seal 
of  Captain  Moses  C.  Pilsbury  tor  the  improve- 
ment and  perfection  of  such  discipline. 

It  b  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  any  subse- 
quent misunderstanding  should  have  unpaired 
die  ftiture  useftilness  of  the  two  first-named 
gentlemen,  or  either  of  them,  in  carrying  to  a 
still  higher  state  of  perfection  the  work  which 
they  so  successfully  commenced.  This  com- 
loittee  would  persuade  tiieniselves  that  the 
primary  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  ambition  to 
achieve  so  desirable  an  end.  perhaps  felt  too 
ardently  to  be  expressed  witii  fitting  moderar 
tion. 

Vr.  The  sixth  charge  is,  that  the  by-laws 
were  disregarded. 

On  this  point  the  committee  find  the  facts  to 
be,  that  some  of  the  by-laws  have  not  been  car- 
ried into  ftill  eflTect ;  that  cotton  sheets  have 
not  been  provided.  The  direetora,  who  have 
been  examined,  concur  in  proving  that  this 
omission  was  in  consequence  of  the  under- 
standing, at  the  time  the  by-law  was  passed, 
that  the  same  should  not  be  carried  into  elTect 
until  further  orders.  There  were  objections  to 
cotton  sheets,  on  the  ground  that  they  might 
absorb  and  retain  the  dampness  ftom  the  walls 
of  the  cells. 

There  was  no  evidence  before  the  committee, 
that  aoy  sutisequent  order  had  been  made  upon 
the  warden,  to  provide  the  cotton  sheets. 

It  is  also  found  by  the  committee,  that  the 
sliep  booka  have  not  been  in  eveiv  instance 
kept  according  to  the  by-laws.  Two  of  the 
directors  testified  that  there  was  a  compliance 
for  all  practical  purposes :  the  warden  was  able, 
from  the  shop  books,  as  they  were  kept,  to 
make  the  requisite  entries  in  the  books  of  the 
Prispn. 

The  employment  of  servanu  by  the  warden 
from  among  the  convicts,  formed  another  spe- 
cification under  this  charge. 

The  oommitttee  find  that  it  was  the  practice 
both  of  the  elder  Mr.  Pilsbury  and  of  nis  son 
to  employ  one  male  convict  as  a  servant  about 
the  omeea,  and  in  the  private  business  of  the 
warden ;  and  that  one  or  more  females  were 
employed  in  the  warden's  kitchen.  This  was 
done  with  the  foil  knowledge  and  under  the 
constant  inapeetlon  of  the  directors. 

The  committee  m  of  opinioo  that  the  trae 


construction  of  the  by-taw  on  this  subject  is, 
that  no  officer,  or  person  connected  with  the  in* 
stitutioa,  shall  be  permitted  to  cause,  or  aIlo«^ 
any  convict  to  work  for  him  or  bis  benefit, 
unless  the  same  be  done  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  proper  officer,  so  that  the  work  can  be 

rroperly  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Prison, 
n  the  same  section  of  the  by-law.  It  is  provided 
that  no  officer  shall  be  allowed  to  take  or  re- 
ceive either  ftom  the  public  property, "  or  in 
labor  or  services  of  the  convicts,  any  perquidtteii 
whstever,  witktut  the  eon»€»t  4/  th»  dertOinra  in 
vrithif." 

The  complaint  on  this  specification,  is,  that 
the  consent  was  not  in  writing. 

It  was  proved  before  the  committee,  that  the 
warden,  on  the  S3d  day  of  April,  1831,  made  a 
return  to  the  directors,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
for  that  purpose,  of  all  the  work  dmie  during 
the  then  past  year,  for  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
Prison,  in  which  this  subject  is  ftiUv  detailed, 
and  which  the  committee  herewith  present, 
and  to  which  they  would  refer. 

VII.  The  seventh  charge  is,  that  depredations 
were  committed  on  the  public  property. 

The  committee  find  the  first  specification 
under  this  charge  to  be  true,  vlx.  that  cbips 
from  the  cooper's  shop,  and  the  other  shops 
where  wood  work  was  performed,  were  used 
on  the  kitchen  fire  of  the  warden ;  and  the 
practice  had  been  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Prison  until  the  cooking  for  the  sick,  and 
washing,  were  removed  to  the  female  depart- 
ment. 

It  was  claimed,  on  the  part  of  the  warden,  that, 
so  long  as  the  work  for  the  convicts,  or  any  part 
of  them,  was  done  In  his  kitchen,  he  was  jus- 
tifiable in  pennitting  the  (Uel  to  be  used  there, 
as  the  same  is  churscd  upon  him. 

There  is  no  evidence  in  the  recollection  of 
the  committee  thnt  the  practice  was  continued 
after  the  female  department  went  Into  opera- 
tion. 

The  committee  find  that  at  sundry  times  the 
servant  of  the  warden  obtained  from  the  public 
stores,  beans,  peas,  and  Indian  meal.  It  was 
claimed,  on  toe  port  of  the  warden,  tlutt  these 
articles  were  required  for  the  convicts  who  were 
supplied  firom  his  kitchen.  It  was  not  proved 
that  any  of  these  articles  were  actnally  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  warden  or  his  Tamily, other  than 
that,  a  short  time(a  day  or  more)nfter  nny  of  these 
articles  were  so  taken,  the  officers  who  boarded 
with  the  warden,  were  supplied  with  the  like 
articles.  It  was  proved  that  the  warden  pur-^ 
chased  all  those  articles  for  his  own  family  use. 
In  one  or  two  instances,  such  articles  were  bor- 
rowed and  returned.  It  was  also  proved  that 
potatoes  were  taken  ftom  the  state's  stores,  but 
It  was  not  proved  that  it  was  done  with  the 
warden's  knowledge.  It  was  also  proved  that 
the  state  and  the  warden  had  each  a  like  num- 
ber of  hogs,  kept  in  the  same  stye.  They  were 
fed  through  the  summer  from  the  wash  of  the 
warden's  kitchen,  and  of  the  Prison  cook  room, 
and  they  were  fattened  with  meal  ftom  the 
public  store. 

This  committee  have  no  means  of  knowing 
which  hkd  the  advantage  in  this  proceeding. 
They  have  no  doubt  but  it  was  an  error  in  the 
administration  of  the  aflklxi  of  the  Connecticut 
Prison. 

The  committee  aie  of  opinion.  fVom  the  fkctf 
above  detailed,  that  they  fumisn  no  evidence, 
that  the  warden  has  been  guilty  of  any  depre- 
dations  upon  the  public  property. 

Vlir.  The  eighth  charge  Is,  that  the  prisoner! 
were  illegallv  punished  for  breaches  of  the 
Prison  discipline. 

The  committee  find  that  in  several  instances 
the  inferior  officers  have  laid  hands  upon  the 
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conyfeti;  but  they  did  it  to  inforee  tnatuit 
obedience  when  they  were  thrMtened  with 
bodily  hann.  The  committee  are  not  aware 
of  more  than  two  instances,  and  one  as  eaily 
aa  tlM  year  189B,  when  one  witness  testified 
that  a  prisoner,  by  the  name  of  Niven,  was 
ahaicen  and  pushed  down  by  Amos  Pilsbnry, 
becanse  he  did  not  work  fiist  enough,  at  laying 
a  bricic  floor.  The  committee  do  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  this  as  a  clear  breach  of  the  by- 
law, which  provides  that  **no  officer  except 
the  warden  shall  strike,  beat,  or  punish  corpo- 
really, any  prisoner,  except  in  self-defence." 

One  specification  under  this  charse  is,  that 
the  beds  and  bedding  of  prisoners  have  been 
taken  flrom  them,  in  order  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  roles  of  the  Prison. 

This  is  claimed  to  be  contrary  to  law,  and 
much  more  reprehensible  than  stripes. 

By  the  statute  law,  the  warden  may  confine 
the  coniricts  at  labor,  or  punish  them,  by  put- 
ting fetters  or  shackles  on  them,  and  b;^  mode- 
rate whipping,  not  exceeding  ten  stripes  for 
any  one  onlbnce,  or  by  conflnement  in  dark  and 
scriitaiy  cells.  The  by-laws  provide  that  each 
pri^ner  is  to  take  the  utmost  c|u«,  that  his 
cell  be  kept  neat,  and  that  his  Aimiture  be  not 
Injured :  and  in  oefault  of  observing  this  rule, 
his  bed,  bedding  and  bedstead  be  taken  fW>m 
him.  until  be  will  conform. 

Toe  Infliction  of  this  privation  was  found 
to  be  eflbctual.  It  was  applied  to  other  oflences, 
and  In  a  great  measure  superseded  the  punish- 
ment by  whipping,  which  nas  veiy  seldom  been 
resorted  to  in  'this  Prison.  The  stoppage  of 
rations  has  never  been  practised  there. 

To  the  charge  that  it  is  illegal,  it  is  answered 
that  if  it  was  Uwfhl  for  one  purpose,  it  was  for 
another. 

And  as  to  the  inhumanity,  it  was  strongly 
ursed  that  the  (het  was  quite  the  other  way. 

It  a  prisoner  is  punished  for  any  oflence  by 
whippmg,  it  immediately  tends  to  confirm  his 
will,  to  rouse  his  resentment,  and  to  place  him, 
as  far  as  possible,  beyond  the  reach  of  that 
softened  feeling,  which  must  always  precede 
even  the  promise  of  reformation.  The  marks 
upon  his  lacerated  body  will  remain  an  indeli- 
ble record  of  his  disgrace,  (for  even  a  convict 
can  feel  himself  disgraced,)  which  no  penitence, 
however  humble  or  sincere,  can  obliterate. 

In  taking  the  bed  of  a  prisoner,  he  is  left  to 
his  choice:  the  moment  oe  submits,  a  rap  on 
his  cell  door  (which  can  be  heard  in  every  part 
of  tiM  hall)  will  bring  a  watchman  to  the  spot ; 
he  can  have  his  bed  again,  lay  himself  down 
upon  it,  and  go  to  sleep. 

Without  entering  further  into  the  argument 
on  either  side,  the  committee  would  close  this 
part  of  the  case,  by  reporting  that  this  substitute 
for  stripes  is  not.  in  their  opinion,  a  practical 
error  in  the  adnunlstration  of  the  allkin  of  this 
institution. 

IX.  The  Uwt  charge  is,  that  the  prisoneis 
were  permitted  to  leave  the  Prison. 

The  committee  find  that,  in  the  time  of  the 
elder  Mr.  PUsbury  and  his  son  as  wardens, 
the  male  convicu  who  were  in  their  particular 
employ,  were  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  Prison, 
and  about  the  town  of  Wethersfield.  In  one 
or  more  instances,  the  convicts,  to  the  nnmber 
of  three  or  four  at  a  time,  were  sent  with  a 
toard  to  Hartford  in  a  boat.  The  committee 
have  no  means  of  knowing  the  motive  for 
such  indulgences:  it  might  be  to  show  the  ex- 
tent of  moral  restraint,  which  these  wardens 
had  the  tact  to  impose  upon  their  prisoners. 
I^t  the  cause  be  what  it  might,  this  committee 
wport  It  aa  an  error  which  has  not  often,  and 
probably  will  never  again  be  repeated. 

u  the  conrse  of  this  investigation,  it  was 


claimed,  on  the  part  of  the  agent  aad 
for  the  state,  that  certain  prisonen  ha  ( 
as  witnesses. 

Without  entering  into  the  aignmeiit  wMek 
your  rommlttee  heard,  as  to  the  competency  of 
such  prisoners  as  had  not  been  eoavietad  «f  n 
crime  which  is  contrary  to  hooos^  and  ha- 
manity,  and  which  shows  oocruption  of  heart  ; 
and  vi^thout  wishing  to  be  nnderatood  as  inti- 
mating any  legal  opinion  on  the  nifeject,  tta 
committee  ref^d  to  hear  the  testimony  of  any 
prisoner,  on  the  grounds, 

I.  That  they  were  not  sitting  aa  a  Jodidal 
tribunal,  bu^  in  the  character  of  a  body  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature,  to  Inform  them  on  a 


state  of  racts,  upon  which  they  can 
legislate.     These  fhcts  are  to  be 
from  a  source  which  shall  bo  entirely  fkeo 
suspicion. 

II.  Sound  policy  is  entirely  against  it. — IsL 
The  feelings  of  the  prUioners  are  of 
against  the  officers;  and  no  competent 
would  for  a  moment  hold  an  office  in  a 
where  he  would  be  liable  to  be  nMm  dawm  by 
an  exasperated  convict. — dd.  It  wUl  be  knoi 
among  the  prisoners  that  such 
sMv  be  had,  and  that  will  lead  to  acts  of  J 
oroinatlon. 

III.  There  is  no  necessi^  for  sneh  examina- 
tion. All  the  officers  and  directors  are  Uahle 
to  be  examined.  The  Prison  is  open  lo  visitaie 
who  pay  for  the  privilege,  and  have  every  Ih- 
cility  to  make  discoveries. 

I V.  It  was  not  claimed  that  any 
could  be  obtained  to  substantiate  any 
charges  than  those  above  noticed.    The 
would  be  that  the  testimony  souglit  for 
merely  fortifV  that  which  had  already 
given,  or  which  was  within  the  power  of  the 
parties  to  produce. 

The  committee  would  wish  to  he  nndenfeood 
as  embracing  in  the  above  cliargea,  and  their 
finding  upon  each  charge,  all  the  specififatJone, 
or  instances  of  misconduct,  applicable  thento. 
They  are  not  aware  that  an  v  material  &ct  has 
been  omitted,  which  would  in  tlie  least  vary 
their  statement.  The  emiunittee  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  hear  all  the  testimony  which  had 
any  relation  to  the  administration  of  the 
of  this  Prison,  in  order  tliat  no  party 
hereafter  cmnptain  tiiat  he  was  not  fislly  heard. 
This  committee  did  reftase  lo  hear  testimony 
which  was  merely  personal.  Witboat  tie»> 
passinc  iooner  upon  the  patience  of  the  Qenecal 
Assembly,  the  committee  would  cloae  this  re- 
port by  obeerving,  that,  after  a  review  of  all  the 
testimony  which  has  been  produced  in  tills 
investigwon,  and  puticnlaily  that  of  Governor 
Peters,  the  Hon.  John  Suss,  and  S.  U.  Hantlng- 
ton,  £sq.,  former  directors  of  this  Prison,  thla 
committee  are  entirely  nnanlmous  in  this,  as 
in  every  other  part  of  their  report,  that  iIm 
several  reports  which  have  been  laid  before  the 
General  Assembly,  by  the  directors  of .^he  Con- 
necticut State  Prison,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
firom  its  commencement— -contain  n  irae  itiift 
ment  of  its  affldrs,  and  the  management  theieoC 

All  which  is  respectAilly  submitted. 

JOHN  O.  WILSON,        1 
JOSEPH  EATON,  S 

MOERIS  WOODRUFF,  > 


To  the  HonorabU  Oemenl  A^tembfy  ^  At 
8taU  o/Coimectkut,  to  bt  hoUm  «(  Nm 
HaoeHf  May,  183S. 

The  directors  of  the  ConneetiflDt  ttnte  PHaon, 
in  conformity  to  the  proviaions  of  the  net  forlhi 
establishment  of  said  Pxtaon, 
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Report,  that  the  eoncernl  of  the  institotloB 
for  the  year  commenclnf  on  the  fine  of  April, 
1801,  and  claelng  on  the  31it  dav  of  March, 
1830,  have  been  condncted,  generally,  pormant 
to  the  act  eetaUishing  the  trlaon.  The  princi- 
ples of  the  system  adopted  for  the  government 
of  the  eetablishmear  have  been  so  fVilly  de- 
scribed in  previous  reports,  that  it  is  deemed 
anneeeMary  here  to  repeat  them  in  detail.  To 
rach,  however,  as  may  not  be  fkmiliar  with  the 
(eneral  manafement  and  government  of  the 
institution,  it  may  not  be  considered  improper 
to  advect  to  some  of  the  leading  featnres  of  the 
sjratem. 

It  is  the  doty  of  the  warden  of  the  Prison  to 
talie  a  general  superintending  charge  of  the 
discipline  and  management  of  the  institution ; 
to  make  ali  contracts,  purchases  and  sales  for, 
and  on  account  of,  the  Prison  ijind  to  keep  the 
books  and  accounts  thereof.  The  accounts  are 
at  all  times  to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
direetors,  and  are  to  be  made  out  quarter-yearly 
by  the  warden,  and  exhibited  bv  him  to  the 
directors  under  oath,  and  auditea  and  settled 
by  them. 

To  each  of  the  work-shops  an  overseer  Is 
appointed,  whose  doty  it  is  to  take  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  placed 
in  soch  shop,  and  to  keep  an  account  of  khe 
stock  fumisned,  and  the  articles  manuAictured 
aad  taken  ftt>m  said  shop,  and  also  of  the  dailv 
and  weekly  earnings  of  each  convict  in  hu 
department.  He  is  not  to  allow  any  conversa- 
tion between  the  prisoners,  or  any  irregularities 
~«nd  is  strictly  enjoined  in  the  by-laws  to 
enter  upon  his  book  every  day,  before  9  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  name  of  Mch  prisoner 
under  his  charge  who  complains  of  being 
unwell ;  and  Is  to  report  the  same  to  the 
warden  or  his  deputv  ;  and  a  list  of  the  names  of 
all  those  so  reported,  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hos- 
pital, that  the  attending  physician  may  inquire 
into  their  several  complaints,  and  direct  sueh 
treatment  of  them  as,  on  examination,  he  may 
think  they  require. 

Another  part  of  the  system  is,  to  prevent  the 
prisoners,  during  their  confinement,  from  liaving 
any  eorruptiug  intercourse  with  each  other. 
A  former  report  of  the  directors  brieflv  alluded 
to  that  regulation  in  the  following  words,  which 
we  would  repeat : — 

"In  the  first  place,  all  communication  be- 
tween the  prisoners,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, by  night  or  by  day,  is  prohibited.  We 
believe  Uiat  this  point  has,  to  every  purpose  of 
practical  utility,  heen  Ailly  attained ;  and  the 
puMlc  mav  rest  assured  that,  while  the  present 
vigilance  is  observed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that 
any  convict  shoeld  leave  the  Prison  debased  by 
intercourse  with  other  and  more  accomplished 
felons :  we  believe  that  the  means  of  mutual 
corruption  are  efi'bctuallv  cut  ofi!!." 

The  convicts  confined  in  the  Prison  on  the 
31at  of  March,  1839,  as  appears  by  the  warden's 
report,  were  174  males,  and  18  females,  making 
the  wnole  number  of  prisoners  199 ;  which  is 
an  increase  of  10  since  the  last  report.  Duriqg 
the  last  year,  there  have  been  committed  to  the 
Prison  65;  and  discharged  thereftom,  during 
the  same  period^  by  the  eipiration  of  their 
sentences,  46 ;  pardoned  bv  the  General  Aasem- 
hly,  7 ;  and  two  have  died. 

The  warden's  report  exhibits  •  particular 
statement  of  tlie  gross  amount  of  the  earnings 
of  the  convict^  in  each  of  the  work-shops  and 
departments  of  the  institution,  for  the  last  year. 
Bot,  to  arrive  «t  the  mC  prq^  of  the  work 
done  in  any  one  of  said  shops,  there  should  be 
deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  earnings  of 
sDch  shop,  as  stated  in  the  warden's  report,  a 
)ut  aad  equitable  piopdktion  of  all  charges  fbr 
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feeding  and  clothing  the  prisoners,  together 
with  every  other  expense  arising  in  conducting 
aad  manaiging  the  establishment. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  earnings  and 
avails  of  the  Institution  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  last,  (Includins  676  dol- 
lars and  &  cents,  which  was  received  horn 
Crsons  visiting  the  Prison,)  was  17,870  dol- 
rs  56  cents ;  the  whole  expenditures  fbr  the 
same  period,  0.157  dollars  3  cents :  leaving  a 
balance  of  profit,  after  defirayiag  all  expenses, 
of  8,713  dollars  53  cents. 

From  the  avails  of  the  institution,  the  vrardea 
has  paid  into  the  public  treasury  (by  order  of 
the  directors)  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
during  the  last  year;  after  which  pavment, 
and  after  discharging  every  debt  due  zor  the 
support  and  management  of  the  Prison,  there 
stQl  remained  a  balance  of  cash  in  the  hands 
of  the  warden,  of  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eichty  six  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents,  to 
meet  toe  current  expenses  of  the  establishment, 
which  are  dally  accruing. 

The  amount  of  the  earnings  of  the  Prison  the 
last  year  exceeds  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
9704  dollars  and  38  cents.  The  expenses  also 
exceed  those  of  the  preceding  year,  1814  doUart 
and  87  cents. 

The  increase  of  the  expenses  is  to  be  attrth' 
uted  to  vtirious  causes,  among  the  most  prom- 
inent of  which  is  a  salary  to  the  chaplain,  who 
has  been  appointed  for  the  Prison ;  the  compen- 
sation to  the  matron  and  her  assistant,  in  the 
female  department,  for  the  whole  year.  That 
department  commenced  its  operations,  as  at 
present  organized,  in  December,  1830 ;  conse- 
quentlyonly  about  three  months  of  the  salariee 
of  those  officers  was  chargeable  to  the  expenses 
of  the  preceding  year.  To  which  may  be 
added,  the  clothing  and  supporting  an  increased 
number  of  convicts  during  the  year;  also  the 
necessary  expenditures  of  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishing an  apartment,  in  a  sultaue  manner,  for 
a  Sundav  school. 

The  New  Prison  establishineiit,  together  with 
its  alterations  and  improvements,  as  the  same 
is  now  completed,  (including  seventeen  acres 
and  thirty  rods  of  land  attached  to  It,)  has  cost 
forty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents;  forty 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixqr-seven  dollars 
of  which  have  been  drawn  fW>m  the  treasury 
under  different  i4>propriaticnis  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

The  balance  of  said  cost,  amounting  to  1714 
dollars  and  97  cents,  was  received  bv  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  erect  additions  to  the 
Prison,  in  labor  of  the  convicts,  under  an  agree- 
ment with  the  warden  for  their  services ;  wnlch 
sum  has  been  placed,  by  order  of  the  legislature, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Prison,  as  a  part  of  its 
earaingi  and  wofits,  on  the  books  or  the  comp- 
troller ;  and  the  warden's  account  against  said 
commissioners  has  in  that  way  been  cancelled. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  state,  in  such 
a  manner  as  that  it  may  appear  at  one  view, 
what  has  been  the  progress,  and  what  the  avails 
of  the  new  establishment  since  the  removal 
of  the  coovicts  fh>m  what  was  called  New43ate 
Prison  to  Wethersfield. 

The  Old  Prison  was  abandoned,  and  the  con- 
victs removed,  the  last  of  September,  1897.  Ob 
the  first  day  of  October.  In  the  same  year,  the 
New  Prison  commeneea  its  operations. 

The  accounts  of  the  Prison  have  been  nal- 
formlv  cloeed  on  the  31st  day  of  March  aanual|v, 
and  the  reports  of  the  direetors  have  been  made 
conformably  thereto.  Those  repotts  state  the 
avails  of  the  eslabUshmeat,  after  defkayiif 
every  expense  of  its  support  and  mawagwmem, 
to  be  ti  follows,  vis. 
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From  October  1, 1887.  to  March  31, 1896,  b»- 
Ing  6  montlifl,  $1017  lo :  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  18S9,  $3939  41 ;  for  the  year  ending 
3l8t  March,  1830,  $5068. 94 }  for  the  year  closing 
31st  March,  1831,  $7894  08 ;  for  the  year  closing 
3Ist  March.  1839,  $8713  53 ;— making  the  whole 
Ml  prq/ito  for  the  four  and  a  half  years  of  its 
operation,  $95,853  06. 

From  which  profits  the  following  smns  hare 
been  paid  into  the  public  trsasury,  by  order  of 
the  dlrectocs,  under  the  respective  dates : — ^In 
April,  1830,  by  the  former  warden,  $9500; 
March  31, 1831,  by  the  present  warden,  $4000  j 
September  5,  1831}by  the  present  warden, 
^1500  i  March  31, 1839,  by  tlie  present  warden, 
$5000  ^making  the  amount  or  cash  paid  into 
the  treasury,  13,000  dollars,  which,  with  the  sum 
of  1714  dollars  and  97  cents,  being  for  the  labor 
of  the  convicts  in  erecting  tne  Prison  buildings. 

SIS  before  stated,)  makes  an  aggregate  of  14,714 
ollars  and  97  cents  of  the  oripnid  cost  of  the 
establishment,  which  has  been  reimbursed  to 
the  state  fh>m  the  avails  of  the  operations  of 
the  Prison.  The  residue  of  the  profits  before 
■tated,  amounts  to  11,139  dollars  and  79  cents, 
and  consists  of  a  balance  of  cash  In  the  hands 
of  the  warden,  which  has  before  been  stated, 
with  the  book  debts  and  notes  of  hand  due  to 
the  in^tutlon,  and  the  stock  of  raw  materials 
and  manufactured  articles  on  hand,  together 
with  the  bedding,  flimiture,  provisions,  me- 
chanics* tools  and  other  articles  for  the  use  of 
the  establishment ;  a  particular  inventory  of 
which  has  been  made  by  the  warden,  on  the 
same  principle  which  has  been  customanr  in 
previous  years.  The  raw  material  of  stock  on 
hand  is  inventoried  at  cost,  and  manufkctured 
articles  at  something  less  than  selling  prices. 
The  other  articles  are  inventoried,  some  at  the 
cost,  others  at  some  deduction  from  cost,  and 
all  at  a  price  which  cannot  be  very  fkr  tiom 
their  real  value,  for  the  use  of  the  establish- 
ment. The  inventory  is  at  hand,  and  may  be 
examined  if  required. 

The  rations  established  fw  the  Prisoners  in 
the  by-law,  published  with  the  directors'  re- 
port. May,  1830,  were  as  follows,  viz. 

**  The  rations  for  each  convict  per  day  shall 
be  one  pound  of  beef;  one  pound  of  bread,  to 
be  made  of  rye  flour,  and  com  meal  unbolted ; 
five  bushels  of  potatoes  to  each  hundred  rations ; 
and  a  porridge  for  supper,  to  be  made  of  twenty 
pounds  of  corn  meal  and  sfz  quarts  of  peas  to 
each  hundred  rations.  Each  convict  to  be  ftir- 
nished  with  pepper  and  salt." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  the  14th  day 
of  October  last,  on  due  deliberation  and  con- 
sultation with  Uie  physician  of  the  Prison,  the 
directors  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion, 
that  it  was  expedient  and  proper  to  make  some 
additions  and  alterations  to  the  former  rations 
of  the  prisoners,  and  established  the  following, 
vis.  1  pound  of  salt  beef  four  days  in  a  week ; 
19  ounces  of  pork  one  dav  in  a  week ;  1  pound 
of  salt  codfish  one  day  In  a  week;  and  soup 
one  day,  to  be  made  from  beef,  mutton 
or  veal ;  the  quantiQr  to  be  equal  in  value  to 
an  average  ration  of  salt  beef,  together  with 
the  necessary  vegetables  and  rice;  1  and  a 
quarter  pound  of  bread,  to  be  made  of  two 
parts  rye,  and  one  part  com  meal  unbolted ;  5 
bushels  of  potatoes.  8  quarts  of  peas  or  beans, 
8  pounds  rice,  and  90  pounds  of  Indian  meal  for 
a  porridtt  for  supper,  to  every  hundred  rations, 
and  a  sufficiency  of  salt  and  pepper. 

The  female  department  was  organized  under 
a  matron  and  her  aaslsunt,  in  December,  1830. 
From  the  experience  we  have  had  of  its  ope- 
rations, and  the  low  price  at  which  female 
labor  is  estimated,  we  are  satisfied,  that  with 
the  piesent  number  of  female  coavicts,  no  coa< 


tract  could  be  made  for  their  employsMSt, 
which  would  render  it  a  profitable  part  of  tks 
establishment,  after  defirayiog  the  expenses  at 
its  support  and  managsmenL  If  it  shall  be 
found,  on  any  reasonable  estinuue  of  die  ser- 
vices of  the  convicts,  to  support  itself,  itisqnJle 
as  much  as  can  be  expectea.  There  are  ctm- 
siderations  more  impiortant  than  those  oC  a 
pecuniaiy  nature,  involved  in  maintaiaiag  this 
department  as  it  has  been  established.  The 
female  convicts,  previous  to  the  apptuntmeBtitf 
a  matron,  wera  confined  in  a  room  tofcthci, 
without  any  person  whose  duty  it  was  eo»- 
stantly  to  superintend  their  condacL  Tins 
situated,  tliey  were  often  idle  and  disorderiy, 
and  frequently  quarrolied  with  eadi  other. 
They  are  now  reduced  to  a  state  of  snbofdl- 
nation  and  good  order ;  are  lodged  in  separate 
cells,  as  the  male  convicts  are :  and  when  their 
health  will  admit,  are  required  to  p^fonn  reg- 
ular and  daily  labor.  A  part  of  the  female 
prisoners  are  let  out  on  contract,  to  mannfar- 
ture  seaars,  at  19  1-9  cents  per  day. 

Nearly  one  half  the  number  confined  the  last 
year,  who  were  able  to  labor,  have  been  em- 
ployed, under  the  direction  of  the  matioa,  la 
cooking  the  rations  for  the  whole  PrisoB,  and 
in  washing,  making  and  mending  the  cloltaes 
of  the  prisoners.  Their  work  has  been  diM* 
in  a  satis&ctoiy  manner.  The  food  is  better 
cooked  than  it  was  by  the  male  convicts,  and 
it  Is  served  up  to  them  in  a  warmer  and  sson 
palatable  state  than  it  was  practicable  to  have 
It  done  under  the  previous  arrangement.  By 
tranaferring  the  cooking  and  washing  to  the 
female  department,  the  men  who  nscd  to  do 
tliat  work,  are  now  employed  mora  protftably 
to  the  state  :  and  the  labor  of  the  females  has 
been  turned  to  mora  profitable  account  than 
could  have  been  done  in  any  other  way. 

The  matron,  who  superintends  the  «M^**fc^^ 
department,  personally  attends  to  welghint 
and  delivering  the  rations,  as  established,  and 
daily  enters  In  a  book,  kept  for  that  porpose, 
the  quantity  delivered  each  day,  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  each  quarter,  makes  oath  to  her 
accounL 

The  report  of  the  attending  physician  win 
furnish  a  particular  statement  of  the  health 
and  management  of  those  under  his  care. 

As  to  the  statement  in  this  report,  that  **  Ibar 
of  the  prisoners  have  had  their  rcet  more  or  less 
frozen,  one  severely ;"  it  becomes  our  duty  ts 
remark,  that,  until  we  read  that  statement,  we 
were  wholly  ignorant  that  any  such  mlferlng 
had  existed  among  the  convicu.  We  have 
visited  the  Prison  as  often  as,  and  indeed 
oftener  than  is  required  by  the  statute  r^Kii- 
lating  our  duties  as  directora ;  we  have  alx*  ays 
inquued  into  the  complaints  of  those  we  fodsd 
in  the  hospital.  One  man  in  the  boypital 
Informed  us,  that,  some  years  ago,  and  before 
he  came  to  the  Prison,  he  froze  his  feet,  and 
that,  since  that  time,  when  severe  cold  weather 
came  on,  his  fbet  had  troubled  him :  with  that 
exception,  we  have  never  heard  a  complaint 
of  frozen  limbs  from  any  of  the  priacmen ;  nor 
had  we  learnt  that  such  was  the  condition  of 
any  one,  either  ftom  the  convicts  themaelTss« 
or  from  the  attending  physician,  until  we  read 
it  in  his  report ;  nor  had  we  reason  to  so* 
pect  that  such  might  be  their  condition  from  the 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere  in  any  of  the 
apartments  occupied  by  the  prisoners. 

We  have  Inquired  or  the  warden,  the  depatr 
warden,  the  chaplain,  and  the  persons  employed 
as  overseers  ana  watchmen  in  the  Prison,  and 
they  all  state  they  have  never  known  the  at- 
mosphere, either  in  the  work-shops  or  hall  sor- 
roundlng  the  cells,  so  cold  as  to  render  them  so 
QBOofflfartable  to  the  occupants,  as  thai  iht 
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most  remote  daager  of  fn^urj  hj  fhut  could  in 
(beir  eotlmation  be  apprehended. 

We  also  remark  Uuu  greater  efforts  have  beeo 
made,  and  greater  expense  iaemted,  ia  ei»- 
deaToring  to  warm  the  apartments  of  the  Prison 
daring  the  winter  past,  than  in  any  former 
year ;  and  the  clothing  of  the  prisoners  has 
been  equally  warih.  Under  these  eircnm- 
ttances,  we  learned  with  surprise  that  any  of 
the  convicu  had  suffered  as  stated  by  the  phy- 
sician ;  and  were  no  less  surprised  that  the 
fhct  was  not  commonioated  to  the  diractors  at 
an  earlier  day. 

The  moral  condition  and  improvement  of  the 
prisoners,  for  the  year  past,  are  exhibited  in  the 
report  of  the  chaplain,  herewith  submitted. 
Agreeably  to  the  reijuisitions  of  the-  act  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  ledslature^  the  di- 
lectoTB  have  appointed  the  Rev.  J.  Barrett 
chaplain  of  the  Prison.  Under  his  superln- 
•  teadence,  a  Sunday  school  has  been  organised 
and  commenced  ia  the  Prison,  The  success 
which  has  attended  ito  operations,  as  well  as 
the  general  course  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
chaplain,  will  be  learned  from  his  repott. 

As  refords  the  prospecu  of  the  institution,  in 
a  pecuniarv  point  of  view,  for  the  year  just 
eommencad,  we  would  remark,  that  contracu 
for  the  employment  of  the  priioners  have 
already  been  entered  Into  by  the  warden,  em- 
hrseing  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  on  such 
terms  as  lead  us  to  anticipate  as  fkvorable 
results,  as  firom  the  operations  of  any  previous 
year. 

Before  doeing  thfai  report,  the  underslned 
deem  it  a  dutv  they  owe  the  public,  as  weU  as 
an  act  of  Justice  to  the  warden,  to  express  our 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  general  maimgement 
of  the  Prison  concerns  for  the  last  year.  We 
have  endeavored,  throughout  the  year,  to  keep 
a  vigilant  oversifht  on  the  conduct  of  those 
who  have  had  charge  of  the  fovemmeat  and 
discipline  of  the  Prison ;  ana  we  are  happy 
in  being  able  to  state,  that  nothing  has  IbUen 
under  oar  obeervation  to  impair  our  conlldeace 
in  their  fidelity  to  the  state,  or  in  their  judicious 
and  reasonable  fovemment  of  the  convicts. 
While  the  public  interest  has  been  fUthAUly 
consulted,  as  is  clearly  indicated  by  the  pe- 
oiniary  resnlts  of  the  year,  we  are  penoaaed 
that  the  feelinyi  of  humanity  have  not  been 
disregarded.  In  the  discipline  and  general  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners. 

All  which  Is  lespectftilly  submitted. 


JOHN  BUBS,  } 

8.  H.  HUNTINOTOir,  ) 


H^onfai's  RepoH  to  the  Omend  Auembfy 
of  the  Stale  of  Comectieut,  to  ke  eoiwened 
at  New  Haven,  May  31, 1892. 

The  warden  of  the  State  Prison  would  ask 
leave  to  lay  b^ore  your  honorable  body  a 
statement  of  the  recelpu  and  expenditures, 
together  witJi  a  general  view  of  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  March 
31,1838. 
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F. 

Eixtradjrem  the  Mtuagtfrom  Iht  Qcnenwr 
of  the  State  of  New  jork,  January  ft, 
I8S3. 

Our  Penitentiary  establiibmentfl  have  here- 
tofore received,  as  they  certainly  deserved,  the 
peculiar  regard  of  the  legislature.  To  such  in- 
•titutione  philanthropiats  have  long  looked  tat 
a  diminution  of  human  sulTeringi,  moraliata  for 
a  check  to  human  depravity,  and  etateamen  for 
a  valuable  improvement  in  the  aAirs  of  gov- 
ernment. The  results  anticipated  from  this 
aystem  wens,  the  almost  entire  abolition  of  san- 
guinary punishments,  the  reformation  of  delin- 
quents, the  decrease  of  crimes,  and  the  relief  of 
the  public,  to  a  great  extent,  flrom  the  onerous 
burden  of  supporting  those  who,  by  a  violation 
of  the  laws,  should  forfeit  the  ri^ts  and  prlvi 
leges  belonging  to  obedient  citizens,  and  render 
themselves  unworthy  as  well  as  unsafe  mem- 
bers of  society.  In  some  considerable  decree 
these  antidpraons  have  been  realized.  Your 
benevolent  feelings  will  come  in  aid  of  your 
sense  of  duty  to  arse  you  on,  to  do  whatever 
yet  remains  to  be  done  to  Improve  the  system, 
and  make  it  subserve,  as  (kr  as  practicable,  the 
beneficial  ends  for  which  it  was  instituted.  The 
Aill  conaideiatian  which  this  subject  received 
from  my  immediate  predecessor,  and  the  sound 
views  and  wise  sunestions,  not  only  in  relation 
to  the  State  Prisons,  but  to  subordinate  estab- 
lishments, contained  in  his  annual  messages, 
render  it,  as  I  conceive,  unnecessaxy  for  me  to 
enfau-ge  upon  these  topics.  There  is  also 
another  reason  which  induces  me  to  abstain 
from  them  at  this  time.  At  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature,  the  bouse  of  assembly  appointed 
a  committee  to  visit  the  State  Prisons,  to  exam- 
ine the  manner  in  which  their  accounts  are  kept 
and  their  ailUrs  conducted,  and  to  report  the 
result  to  the  legislature.  This  examination  has 
been  made }  and  you  may  expect,  at  an  early 
day  In  the  oresent  session,  a  report  which  will 
fiirnisb  such  infiirmation  as  you  may  require  to 
guide  your  legislation  on  this  interesting  subject. 

In  toe  course  of  the  last  summer,  the  epidemic 
cholera  made  its  appearance  in  the  Prison  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  prevailed  there  for  about 
forty.||ve  davs.  The  number  of  cases  was  three 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the  deaths  one 
hundred  and  three.  On  receiving  notice  of 
this  event,  the  executive,  with  commendable 
prompCoess.  repaired  to  the  Prison,  in  order  that 
the  most  efficient  aaairtanee  should  be  given  to 
the  sick,  and  the  best  measures  taken  to  check 
theravayssofthe  disease,  and  abridge  the  pe- 
riod of  its  duration. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  prevalence  of  the  ep- 
idemic la  this  institution  haa  indicated  the  ne- 
cessity of  any  Author  legislation  in  regard  to 
our  PenitenOary  estabiisfameiits,  except  the 
adoption  of  a  provision  excluding,  for  a  proper 
period,  all  convicu  coming  ftom  places  where 
coata^otts  or  epidemic  diaeaaea  of  a  malig- 
nant character  prevail,  and  for  keeping  the  per- 
sons thus  excluded  in  some  healthftjl  situation, 
until  they  can  be  introduced  with  saftty  among 
the  other  prisoners. 

The  number  of  convicts  belonging  to  this  Pris- 
on, lacludiBC  tlie  femalea  oooflned  at  Bellevue, 
is  eight  hundred  and  sixty-aix.  Two  hundrad 
and  seventy-three  have  been  received  into  it 
during  the  last  year.  This  number  Is  sixty- 
five  less  than  that  of  the  year  preceding.  The 
total  number  of  deaths,  including  those  by  the 
eholcra,  is  one  hundred  and  fbrty-five.  One 
Hundred  and  sixty-five  convicts  have  been  dia- 
charfsd  on  the  expiratioD  of  their  sentences ; 


sixty  were  transferred  to  the  Priaon  at  Asfctirt, 
and  thirty-two  pardoned.  By  laaaoa  of  Vv 
prevalence  of  the  cholera,  the  fiaaocial  afll-i^ 
of  this  Prison  do  not  exhibit  the  fnvo^'  : 
result  that  was  anticipated.  A  fall  lUitruKii 
in  relation  not  only  to  this  sub>M:t,  tat  i- 
the  entire  operations  of  this  establishaieni,  \  .. 
be  submitted  to  yon  in  the  annual  report  of  tL- 
inspectors. 

The  account  firom  the  State  Prison  at  Autt-r- 
presents  a  highly  gratiO'ing  result.  Tbr  ouuiV' 
of  convicts  in  it  at  this  time  is  six  bundrtd  : 
seventy-nine.  One  hundred  and  twenty-*' ' 
were  received  into  it,  pursuant  to  the  tteulta"- 
of  courts,  between  the  firs:  day  of  Januar)  li>t 
and  the  twenty-aecond  day  of  December  IX'm* 
ing.  This  is  twenty-seven  less  than  tJw  a>iia- 
lier  received  there  the  preceding  jeu.  i>v 
hundred  and  fourteen  have  lieen  dischargeii  l? 
reason  of  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  nhi^b 
they  were  sentenced ;  twenty-eevea  hMvt  l<tn 
pardoned ;  twelve  have  died,  and  one  was  it- 
leased  by  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Court.  1 N 
sum  charged  during  the  year  endinr  oa  Tbt 
thirtietli  of  Septemter  last,  for  the  SFrrkn  of 
the  convicts,  to  those  who  employed  tben.  fe 
forty -one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  ddb.i 
and  thirty-two  cents ;  and  the  expenditnnn  U 
the  general  support  and  repairs  of  the  Prifos, 
including  the  expenses  of  erecting  a  stone  ^bop, 
one  hundred  feet  Icmg  and  fbrty  wide,  b3i< 
amounted  to  thirty-eig^t  thousand  threr  b«i*- 
dred  and  five  dollars  and  thilty-oiie  eciu. 
The  legislature  directed,  at  its  last  session.  nr« 
hundred  and  twenty  additional  oells  lo  be  bcii 
in  this  Prison,  and  authorized  the  paymrai  ti 
six  thousand  dollars  tram  the  treasury  fat  ika 
purpose,  if  it  should  beocmie  neccsaary,  is  *tUi- 
tion  to  tlie  unexpended  balance  In  the  bandi  of 
the  agout,  accruing  from  the  eaxniagi  of  tie 
convicts.  These  cells  have  been  built,  daru.r 
the  past  season,  from  the  availa  of  the  Ubr<r  d 
the  convicts,  without  resoitiiiff  for  any  tU  i^ 
this  appropriation.  These  addftioBai  cfllf  ^ » • 
enable  the  agent  to  assign  a  separate  ese  i" 
each  convict,  thereby  ^ving  ftUl  etfect  to  a  «^ 
uable  improvement  in  Prison  discipline. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  there  bat  l^es 
no  convirtion  for  murder  or  other  capita)  otkr* 
in  this  state  during  the  past  year ;  and  Uisl  Ux 
whole  number  of  sentences  to  the  State  PriR«t. 
during  the  same  period,  has  been  ninety-nt^ 
less  than  tbuse  of  the  preceding  year. 

I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  sense  of  doty  to 
pass  from  this  subject  without  caUiag  ytur  ai- 
tention,  as  my  immediate  predecessor  Mi  n- 
peatedly  and  earnestly  done,  to  what  I  am  per 
suadcd  would  be  a  valuable  improvemect  n 
our  reiiitcntiary  system-— the  erection  of  a  «?- 
axate  Prison  for  iemale  convicta. 


G. 

Report  of  the  CommiUet  on  StaU  Primu  n 
New  York, 

Mr.  M acdonald,  from  the  oommiltee  on  9tsi<* 
Prisons,  reported :  That  they  have  had  uadtr 
consideration  the  subject  of  erectinf  a  «pft- 
rate  Priaon  for  the  Ibmale  convicta  of  this  «*i^- 
The  propriety  of  this  measure  haa  been  so  oAea 
recommended  to  the  legialasnie  In  the  aaaaal 
messages  of  the  executive,  in  the  leports  of  tbe 
inspectora  of  our  Prisons,  and  in  tlMse  of  tte 
dinerent  committcea  of  the  legislature,  to  a  K's 
this  subject  haa  been  referred,  that  it  would  ap- 
pear almost  superfluous  (tar  this  eommtttre  u 
attempt  to  add  one  word  in  flivor  of  iu  adoftua- 
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roeing,  bowewr,  mott  Mly  In  the  oplnkmi 
id,  the  prewnt  committee  feel  it  to  be  their ' 
y  to  call  the  attention  of  the  eenate  snin  to 
I  subject,  ae  one  that  claim*  their  early  and 
orable  action. 

t  can  scarcely  be  neceaaary  to  apeak  of  the 
(iorable  condition  of  our  female  state  convicta. 
Is  will  be  Iband  fully  aet  forth  in  the  annual 
orta  of  oar  State  Prlaona  for  thia  and  the  pre. 
i\ng  years.  It  wOl  be  aufflcient  to  aay  here, 
t  while  ao  much  haa  been  done  for  the  im- 
•Temenf  of  our  eziating  State  PrtMna,  and  the 
rerxunent  and  diaciplineof  oormale  convicta, 
Jiing  haa  been  done,  nothing  haa  even  been 
empted,  in  behalf  of  the  femalea.  They  are 
1  confined  together,  after  the  woiat  manner 
the  old  system,  witn  hardly  a  single  effort  at 
cipline,  instruction  or  reformation.  Whilst 
vale  and  public  benevolence  are  constantly 
aching  fbr  objecta  upcm  whom  to  beatow  their 
I,  this  claaa  of  unfortunate  beings  seem  to 
re  been  entirely  overlooked.  Their  forlorn 
d  neglected  sitoation  remains  almost  an 
omaly  in  our  legialation,  and  in  the  ezertiona 

/general  charity, 
be  prv^Kwition  of  a  separate  Prison  for  the 
nale  convicta  of  this  state,  is  recommended 
several  stronc  considerations. 
If  it  were  united  to,  or  located  near  one  of 
e  other  Prlaona,  the  knowledge  of  thia  prox- 
uty  would  be  well  known  to  the  inmates  of 
ith  establishmentB.    The  employment  of  the 
males  would  probably  be  connected  in  some 
vf  with  that  of  the  Prison  for  males,  and  might 
itts  present  opportunity  for  attempts  to  hold 
>mmunication  between  them.    Even  the  yard 
torn,  necessary  for  ah  and  exercise  to  the  fe- 
lales.  would  afford  perhaps  such  opportunity, 
at  if  the  possibility  of  communication  coiJd 
f  entirely  guarded  against,  the  very  conscious- 
ess  of  their  nearness  to  each  other,  might  af- 
Kt  the  discipline,  and  retard  the  moral  culture 
r  both  Prisons.    Attempts  at  communication 
roQld  certainlv  do  thte.    Probably  the  greatest 
tnffer  of  this  kind  to  be  apprehended,  would 
e  from  discharged  convicts,  who  might  linger 
round  the  Prison  for  such  purpose. 
If  the  Prison  for  females  is  connected  with 
ne  of  the  other  Prisons,  it  would  be  likely  to 
iclte  but  secondary  interest ;  and  might,  and 
i  some  measure  perhaps  would,  be  suffered  to 
logiiiflh,  in  its  efforts  at  improvement,  and  to 
ipport  iioelf ;  and,  indeed,  in  all  the  respects  for 
hich  such  a  Prison  is  desirable. 
The  expense  of  a  separate  establishment,  it  is 
elieved,  would  not  exceed  that  of  one  united 
itb  either  of  the  other  Prisons.    iNo  guards 
'OQld  be  required  for  it,  and,  after  its  erection. 
0  remuneration  would  be  desired  by  the  boara 
r  Inspectors.     In  either  case  the  females  must 
Kvr  Neparate  keepers  to  take  charge  of  them, 
or  the  m^rvices  of  a  matron,  and  others  neces- 
uy  to  the  establishment,  but  comparatively 
nail  salaries  would  be  required. 
The  committee  also  have  no  doubt,  but  that 
*ny  thins  can  be  anticipated  (as  tney  confl- 
wUy  believe)   flrom  the  efforts  of  individual 
enevolence,  for  the  moral  improvement  of  these 
Bfortunate  women,  that  this  object  may  more 
mainly  be  expected  at  a  separnte  Prison,  and 
w  \ocJited  in  the  vicinity  of  a  city. 
AfliT  some  examination  and  reflection  upon 
iss'ihject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  reo- 
■mend  that  the  city  of  Albany,  or  its  im- 
Miate  neighborhood,  be  fixed  upon  as  the  most 
BpWe  place  for  the  establishment  of  a  .State 
™r>n  for  females.    The  situation  is  decidedly 
Mra],  for  the  transportation  of  this  class  of 
MMrtii,  which  will  thus,  in  thia  respect,  oc- 
Mion  the  least  possible  expense.    It  ia  deemed 
■t  the  convicts  can  be  as  usefully  employed. 


and  as  clieq»l7  suppotted  at  this,  as  it  aay 
other  place.  And  what  appears  to  the-  com- 
mittee of  no  small  importance,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution  will  be  under  the  view 
of  the  public  ftinctionaries  of  the  state,  and  with- 
in the  yearly  supervision  of  the  legislature. 

It  ^>pearB  by  the  hut  annual  reporta  of  the 
Auburn  and  Mount  Pleasant  Stata  Prisons, 
which  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  tha^ 
at  the  date  of  thoae  reporta,  there  were  confined 
at  Auburn  twenty-five,  and  at  Bellevue  thirty- 
six  female  convicta.  Thobe  confined  at  Belle- 
vue are  supported  at  an  expense  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  each  per  annum,  which  is  paid  out 
of  the  fUnds  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  last 
summer,  at  Bellevue,  eight  of  the  female  ktate 
convicta  died,  and  eleven  made  theh  escape 
amidst  the  confVision  which  prevailed  there  in 
consequence  of  that  fktal  disease.  The  num< 
her  of  these  convicta  is  therefore  smaller  now 
than  by  the  last  year's  reporta  of  those  Prisons, 
being  at  this  time  about  sixty-one. 

From  a  fliither  consideration  of  the  aubject, 
the  committee  are  induced  to  believe,  that  the 
expense  of  buildinc  the  proposed  Prison  will 
not  be  as  great  as  has  heretofore  been  appre- 
hended. It  seems  evident  that  the  erection  of 
one  hundred  separate  cells  will  be  quite  sufil- 
cient  at  this  thne.  These  may  be  constructed 
with  much  less  attention  to  strength,  and  con- 
aequently  much  more  cheaplv,  than  cells  for  the 
male  convicta.  The  house  lor  the  keeper,  and 
other  appurtenances,  may  also  be  so  simplifled 
in  their  arrangement  and  construction,  as  ma- 
terially  to  limit  the  expenditure.  A  building  of 
brick  will  be  sufllciently  strong  in  all  respecta, 
and  will  be  leas  expensive  than  one  of  stone ; 
and  if  stone  is  needed  for  copina,  and  for 
posta,  sills  and  lintels  to  the  doore  and  windows. 
It  can  be  conveniently  obtained  ftom  the  Mount 
Pleasant  State  Prison.  It  is  proposed,  also,  that 
the  commissionere  who  may  be  appointed  to 
construct  the  Prison,  shall  be  authorized,  at  theh 
discretion,  either  to  erect  the  same  by  conlract, 
or  to  employ,  if  it  shall  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
state,  the  male  convicta  from  one  of  the  other 
Prisons,  as  was  done  in  the  erection  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison. 

It  is  proper  to  say  here,  that  it  is  understood 
that  the  city  of  Albany  will  grant  to  the  state, 
ftco  of  expense,  sufllclent  land  for  the  Prison 
and  ito  appurtenances.  A  Mr.  Burrows  also, 
residing  at  Port  Schuyler,  who  last  year  offered 
to  the  state  two  acres  of  land  for  this  object, 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  between 
the  cities  of  Albany  and  Troy,  haa  again  re- 
peated the  offer.  The  committee  entertain  no 
doubt,  but  that  an  eligible  site  may  be  obtained 
without  any  expense  to  the  state. 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  to 
this  report  by  detailing  views  already  in  the 
possessian  of  the  senate,  amongst  the  documenta 
of  the  last  and  the  preceding  yean.  The  chair- 
man of  this  committee  submitted  a  report  at 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  f  Senate  Docu- 
ments of  1833,  No.  74,)  in  which  this  subject  was 
considered,  and  some  further  views  given. 

The  condition  of  our  female  convicta  is  annu- 
ally proclaimed  to  the  world,  in  the  Reporta  of 
the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society,  as  one  of 
Just  reproach  to  lis.    In  the  Report  of  that  So- 
ciety for  1832,  a  quotation  from  the  last  report 
of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  is  headed  with  these 
words: — "Disgraceful  ana  unalleviated  mise- 
ries of  the  females  of  this  Prison."    And  after 
a  quotation  from  the  last  report  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  State  Prison,  expressive  of  a  doubt 
whether  the  female  convicta  could  support  them* 
selves,  the  following  language  is  used :— "  Why 
cannot  the  females  support  themselves  ?    They 
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do  it  at  Wetbanllald,  and  tbey  do  It  in  Balti- 
more." 

Upon  tbe  whole,  it  ia  doe  to  the  character  of 
the  itate,  to  the  spirit  of  our  public  Inatitutiont. 
and  to  the  feelinga  of  the  age,  that  efforts  ahould 
be  immediately  made  to  improve  the  condition 
of  our  female  state  convicts,  and  to  instruct  and 
nclaim  them.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained, that  under  our  pretont  system  of  Prison 
discipline,  many  male  convicts  have  been  re- 
claimed and  restored  to  society.  And  may  not 
as  salutary  results  be  ftdrly  anticipated  from  a 
sex  always  less  hardened,  and  always  more 
susceptible  of  virtuous  impressions  ?  A  contrary 
opinion,  thou^  sometimes  advanced,  is  cer- 
tainly at  war  with  tlie  whole  history  of  the 
female  character.  Let  us  not  suppose  that  a 
woman,  howeiwr  debased  and  decaded,  ever 
becomes  thoroughly  hardened.  Sudi  a  beina 
must  be  as  rare  as  a  monster  in  tbe  physical 
world.  As  men.  the  children  of  women,  1^ 
whom  we  have  been  nurtured  and  sustained, 
there  is  no  state  of  degradation  or  ruin  so  utter- 

Sr  polluted  and  vile,  to  which  they  may  be  re- 
ttced,  but  that  we  are  bound,  by  the  most  sa- 
cred duties  and  affections,  to  treat  them  with 
IdndneM  and  courtesy,  and  to  remember  their 
tender  and  helpless  nature. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  which 
they  aslc  leave  to  introduce. 

ALLAN  MACDONALD, 
Jan.  96, 1833. 


H. 

Reportf  ^c. 

The  select  committee  appointed  by  the  hon- 
orable the  assembly,  Dursuant  to  a  resolution 
passed  March  27th,  1839,  to  visit  the  State  Pris- 
ons at  Mount  Pleasant  and  Auburn,  to  examine 
into  tbe  state  of  said  Prisons,  the  manner  in 
which  tlieir  accounts  are  kept  and  aflUra  con- 
ducted, with  instructions  to  report  the  result  of 
their  inquiries  to  the  then  next  legislature,  re- 
spectfully report, 

That  during  the  recess  (rf  the  legislature  they 
have  performed  the  duty  assianeuto  them,  by 
visiting  those  institutions,  and  bestowinc  upon 
the  subject  committed  to  their  investigwon  the 
attention  which  seemed  to  be  required  at  their 
hands.  It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  by  the 
members  of  the  present  legislature,  who  were 
members  of  tbe  last,  that  the  resolution  for  creat- 
ing the  committee  originated  from  the  debate  in 
the  assembly  upon  the  bill  from  the  honorable 
the  senate,  appropriating  $30,000  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant,  (in- 
dudina  expense  of  some  additional  buildings,) 
bevona  the  earnings  of  the  convicts. 

In  view  of  the  ^reat  difference  in  the  jpecuni- 
ary  results  of  the  operations  of  the  two  institu- 
tions^ serious  opposition  was  made  to  the  appro- 
priation by  a  considerable  portion  of  tbe  mem- 
ben,  who  even  eventually  vc«ad  against  the  bill, 
(although  necessary  for  the  very  snstentation 
of  the  prisoners.)  whilst  the  same  causes  ap- 
parently induced  doubts  upon  the  minds  of  a 
larfB  majority  as  to  the  efficient  or  Judicious 
management  of  the  Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant. 

The  resolution  was  made  to  embrace  die 
Prison  at  Auburn,  that  the  committee  might  the 
better  understand  the  discipline  enfofcedthere, 
Its  internal  police,  the  manner  in  which  the  hi^ 
bor  of  the  convicts  was  regulated  and  iuboai- 
ness  conducted,  (productive  aa  the  institution 
had  been  for  the  last  few  years  of  such  prosper- 
ous results  to  the  state,)  that  they  might  com- 
pare the  same  with  the  same  ■ubjects  at  the 


other  Prison,  and  thna  be  enabled  to 
to  the  consideration  of  the  legislatare,  mtk 
measures  as  would  produ^  a  eouonnity  in  tbe 
afihirs  of  the  two  institutiooe.  If  any  matenal 
difference  was  found  to  exist. 

The  committee  regret  that  they  weie  pie- 
vented  entering  upon  the  dlacharfs  of  their  da- 
ties  at  an  eartier  period  in  the  seaeon  tbaa  tbe^ 
were  enabled  to  do,  which  has  neoeeaarily  de- 
layed the  coming  in  of  tbHr  lepwt.  Tbe  chol- 
era, which  prevailed  to  suchan  alaiBisif  exietf 
during  the  last  summer,  particalaily  te  tbe  cfty 
of  Albany,  (lequiring  the  undivided  aneBtiiB  of 
one  of  the  conunitlee,  (Mr.  Seyraenr*)  who  was 
a  member  of  tlie  common  coondk)  a»d  wbkh 
raged  with  so  much  violence  in  the  Priaoii  « 
Sing-8ing,  admonished  us  to  defer  entefing  up- 
on tne  discharge  of  our  (Acial  dotlee  urtl  tbe 
month  of  October. 

In  the  eariy  part  of  the  summer,  the  < 
of  the  committee  was  infonned  by 
a  very  respectable  source,  that  aome 
of  a  serious  character  would  prabably  be  pre- 
ferred aniast  some  of  the  oflloeis  bnvnf  cbaifr 
of  the  aflkirs  of  the  Auburn  Frtmm,  aad  soiich- 
ing  a  notice  of  the  time  to  be  appoinled  Car  vto- 
iting  that  place.  That  tbe  aame  might  be  investi- 
gated, such  notice,  ao  solicited,  was  g:ivia  ia 
ample  time ;  and  although  the  pesnoD  who  bad 
thus  communicated  such  request  bad  fleqaeat 
interviews  with  the  memben  of  the  winnittffi, 
during  tJieir  stay  at  Auburn,  no  aocb  cbarfas 
were  preferred,  no  complainta  made  acaioA  the 
perfectly  cornet  deportment  of  tbe  oncen  ia- 
trusted  with  the  management  of  tbe 

The  committee  remained  at  Anbum  for 
week,  during  which  time  they  had  i 


to  be    , 
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tunity  to  examine  the  stale  of  tbe  PHaon,aM 
derstand  the  manner  to  which  Its  anirs 
conducted ;  and  thMsy  cannot  withhold  tbe  ex- 
pression of  their  hi^  eoasldentioii  for  tbe 
earnest  solicitude  manifested,  by  tbe  inspedoea, 
agent,  and  other  ofBcen  attarbed  to  the  estab- 
lishment, to  aflbfd  every  facility  to  tbe  coaam 
tee  in  the  diacbarge  of  the  dtitlee  asrignfd  to 
them. 
The  committee  hardly  deem  it  imiessiyto 

Sve  a  detailed  report  of  the  plana  of  tbe  Prtsosi. 
I  cells  or  its  work-shops :  these  mattcra  w41 
be  found  ao  fully  detailed,  in  tbe  ▼nxioos  legis- 
lative documents,  the  reports  of  the  iaspecten, 
4cc.,  as  to  lequiie  no  particnlar  infimBBtloa  fhas 
us.  So  far  as  the  whole  amnfemeBt  is  la  be 
considered  with  a  view  to  eeoDomy,  doiaMhly 
and  saibtv,  whilst  a  humane  lefud  for 
health  and  comfort  <^  tlie  oonviota  aboold 
iu  proper  faifluence,  the  commitsee  dlacovavd 
nothing  upon  these  points  wortbr  paftimlar 
recommendation,  as  falrntaled  to  uapnive  tte 
character  of  our  admirable  Fftnif^nttary  syaten. 
as  exhibited  at  Auburn. 

Whilst  concurring  with  tbe  tnmiecton^  as  » 
the  alterations  recommended  in  the  atxtb  pa9» 
of  their  annual  report,  (Senate  Docuaisnii, 
No.  90,)  the  committee  would  alao  recaounm^ 
to  the  particular  attention  of  the  le^alasore  thr 
condition  of  the  roofli  of  the  whole  Prison  es- 
tablishment. Those  roofs  eonsial  of  shbi|je*, 
which  are  expoeed  to  take  fbe  ttoKo  tbe  variMS 
chimneys  proeeeding  fhm  tbe  «>ef aldlaliiiw  m 
The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  pnfvt 
regard  to  safety,  as  well  aa  economy,  wooM 
recommend  that  the  same  be  eovered  with  tm. 
slate,  or  aome  other  durable  and  flraiicoof  ma- 
terial. Tbe  probable  expense  of  this  Improve- 
ment the  committee  are  not  pcepnied  partira- 
lariy  to  eatimaie,  but  an  of  tbe  opinion  that 
the  profiu  flon  the  labw  of  tbe  ooavicis  for 
the  current  year,  in  addilloa  to  tbe  snrphit 
fUnds  of  the  Prison  now  on  hand,  wenAd  p>  Aa 
towards  defraying  the  expenaea  of  tbe  weik. 
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In  addition  to  the  aJterationi  recommGnded  by 
the  inapectora,  above  rererred  to :  at  all  events, 
sboufd  tlie  legislature  agree  with  the  commit- 
tee in  thia  particular,  the  act  might  be  00 
framed  aa  to  authorize  the  proper  officers  to 
proceed  with  the  work,  as  fast  as  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  flinds^  beyond  the  support  of 
the  Prison,  will  admit. 

Another  consideration  presented  itself  with 
much  force  to  the  committee.  From  the  ex- 
tensive work-shops  already  established  in  the 
Prison  yards,  the  large  number  of  convicts  con- 
fined, and  the  probable  increase  of  that  num- 
ber as  the  population  of  the  state  shall  increase, 
it  is  obvious  that,  at  no  very  distant  day,  a  larper 
space  will  be  required,  as  well  for  the  health  of 
the  prisoners  as  for  their  profitable  employment. 
The  committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that 
if  any  extension  of  our  Prisons  should  be  re- 
quired hereafter,  it  would  be  most  advantage- 
tjus  to  the  state  that  such  extension  should  be 
connected  with,  or  be  in  the  immediate  ncigh- 
(>orhood  of,  those  already  erected.  The  rea- 
sons for  this  will  readily  suggest  themselves  tn 
the  legislature  ;  the  most  prominent  of  which 
are  the  advantage  of  eroplwing  the  labor  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings, 
under  the  direction  of  our  present  ofiicers,  ana 
the  much  greater  facility  ot  extending  the  busi- 
ness and  discipline  to  an  additionu  number 
of  convicts,  under  the  supervision  of  expe- 
rienced men,  than  the  organization  of  an  en- 
tire new  establishment.  With  these  views  the 
committee  would  recommend  that  a  law  be 
passed  authorizing  either  the  present  officers  of 
the  Auburn  Prison,  or  soriie  other  persons,  to 
negotiate  for  or  purchase  in  behalf  of  the  state, 
under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  advisable,  an 
additiooal  piece  of  land,  either  a4Joiniiig  to,  or 
in  the  near  neighborhood  of,  the  present  Prison. 
The  state,  at  present,  is  pomeased  of  but  five 
acres ;  an  addition  of  ten  or  fifteen  acres  would, 
if  it  could  be  procured  upon  reasonable  terms, 
appear  to  be  a  provident  course  of  policy  cm  the 
part  of  the  state.  The  unbounded  quarries  of 
superior  building  stone  in  the  neighborhood, 
which  may  be  procured  at  a  very  reasonable 
rate,  as  well  for  the  erection  of  any  additional 
buildings,  walls,  A,c.  for  the  Prison  Itself,  as  for 
tbe  buiidinga  in  the  flourishing  and  rapidly-in- 
creasing village  of  Auburn,  (flimishing  a  valua^ 
ble  source  of  employment  for  the  convicts,)  are 
strong  additional  recommendations  to  tlie 
course  above  su^eated. 

With  regard  to  tbe  dlaeipline  and  internal 
poliee  <rf'tbe  Prison,  aa  well  as  «  full  history  of 
the  manner  in  which  its  affidrs  and  business  are 
conducted,  the  committee  herewith  communi- 
cate a  succinct  statement  furnished  by  Colonel 
Lewl8,the  agent  at  Aubum,and  would  also  refer 
your  hoaoruito  body  to  "a  communication  of 
Gersbom  Powen,keeperof  tbe  Prison  at  Auburn, 
made  to  the  assembly  January  7tb,  18fi28,"  un- 
der title  Appendix  A,  in  tbe  assembly  journal 
of  that  year,  upon  tbe  same  anbjecta.  It  Is 
perhaps  proper,  in  tbis  place,  to  observe,  that 
we  were  aaaored  by  Mr.  Wiltse,  the  agent  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  that  tbe  document  last  refer- 
red to  contains  the  rules  and  regulatioes.  so  fkr 
as  it  regards  Uie  ^isoa  diseipUiM,  by  which  tbe 
institution  under  bis  charge  Is  governed. 

The  deecripclon  of  tbe  Auburn  Prison  at  that 
period  (to  wbieh  it  is  easy  for  every  member 
of  your  boDorable  body  to  add  tbe  additions 
made  since,  by  adverting  to  the  annoal  returns 
of  tbe  inspectors); 

Tbe  general  government  of  tbe  Prison,  with 
ione  trifling  alterations  made  by  tbe  Revised 
Statutes,  and  tbe  act  of  1839 ; 

Tbe  dotie*  and  powers  of  tbe  oflken,  guards 
tadcooTiets; 


The  regulations  of  tbe  shops,  with  which  are 
connected  the  privileges  and  ooligations  of  con- 
tractors ; 

The  whole  police  and  regulations  of  the  Pris- 
on presented  under  the  various  heads  and  de- 
partments : 

The  statistics  as  to  tlie  character  of  the  con- 
victs before  sentence,  and  the  salutary  effect  of 
the  punishment,  as  witnessed  from  their  course 
of  life  after  their  discharge ;  together  with  much 
other  interesting  information  upon  the  Peniten- 
tiary system,  collected  from  various  sources, 
are  so  folly  set  forth  in  the  document  referred 
to,  that  a  recapitulation  of  them  beyond  what 
is  set  forth  in  the  communication  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  B,  would  seem  to  be  a  work  of 
supererogation. 

fcJince  the  period  of  that  report,  adhering  to 
the  principles  of  governing  the*  prisoners  and 
directing  their  labors,  as  therein  set  forth,  with 
very  trifling  alterations,  the  confident  assur- 
ances of  this  meritorious  benefactor  of  the  state 
have,  by  his  own  and  the  exertions  of  his  suc- 
cessors in  the  management  of  the  institution, 
been  fully  realized,  and  the  annual  return  of 
the  inspectors  this  year,  presents  the  interest- 
ing fact,  that  S30  additional  cells  (for  which 
$1:1,376  36  was  actuallv  paid  out  for  materials 
and  superintendents  of  work,  and  a  work-sliop, 
the  materials  for  which  are  estimated  to  have 
cost  at  least  $800^  have  been  built  by  the  con- 
victs themselves  for  their  own  solitary  confine- 
ment and  exclusion  from  the  world,  out  of  tbe 
proceeds  of  their  own  labor,  after  having  sus- 
tained every  other  expense  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  establishment,  still  leav- 
ing a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of 
$3^508  16  to  be  appropriated  as  maybe  re- 
quired. By  adverting  to  tbe  annual  reports 
since  the  communication  above  referred  to,  it 
will  be  found  that  there  has  been  a  ahidual  an- 
nual increase  of  the  profits  of  the  Institution. 

Your  committee  have  reflected  upon  the 
prosperous  results  above  referred  to,  with  a 
becoming  interest  in  tbe  subject  committed  to 
them.  The  history  of  the  world  has  not  until 
within  a  very  few  years  presented  so  imposing 
a  moral  spectacle.  A  few  years  since,  even  in 
our  own  country,  the  Idea  of  realizing  flnom  tbe 
^^or  of  those,  who  had,  by  oflTending  against 
nie  htws,  beien  cut  off  from  society,  a  sulBcient 
amount  to  sustain  the  expense  of  their  confine- 
ment, was  regarded  as  a  dream  of  the  specula* 
tive  visionary.  It  was  left  among  other  Im- 
portant  discoveries,  which  can  only  emanate 
hom  tbe  exalted  spirit  of  f^ee  governments,  to 
demonstrate  tbe  necessity,  inUimoral  improve- 
ments, of  addressing  the  mind  by  instruction 
and  persuasion,  instead  of  inflicting  bodily 
chastisement.  That  reform  is  ten  thousand 
times  more  certain  when  vou  can  correct  the  in- 
tellect of  man,  and  give  it  a  proper  direction, 
than  all  tbe  physical  torture  which  can  be  im- 
posed:  whilst  tbe  former  is  calculated  to  ele- 
vate tbe  whole  man,  constantly  stimulating  him 
to  a  correct  discbarge  of  bis  duty  towards  his 
God  and  bis  fellow-man,  tbe  latter  Is  as  emi- 
nently adapted  to  creating  and  ebertsbing  the 
most  vindictive  passions  of  our  nature. 

These  remarks  are  prompted  by  the  dilfer- 
ence  exhibited  not  only  in  tbe  labcv  pursued  tn 
tbe  two  ibstitutions,  but  tbe  apparent  disposi- 
tion entertained  by  tbe  convicts  In  each,  wbicta 
will  be  more  flilly  presented  in  tbe  sequel. 

For  tbe  manner  in  wbicb  tbe  accounts  at 
both  Prisons  are  kept,  it  will  be  pereeived  by 
adverting  to  tbe  9d  vol.  of  tbe  Revised  Statutes, 
pages  764  and  765,  that  tbis  branch  of  tbe  duty  or 
tbe  ofllcers  of  tbe  Prisons  bas  been  regulated  by 
tbe  legislature.  Tbe  aeooonts  until  tbe  last 
yetr  were  only  veqaired  to  be  vstunad  and 
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filed  in  th«  eomptrdller's  otBce.  But  by  the 
act  passed  last  winter,  and  before  referred  to, 
those  accounts,  authenticated  in  the  form  re- 
quifed  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  sworn  to  by  the 

a^Bt  and  clerk,  are  presented,  and  accompany 
e  report  of  the  inspectors  of  each  Prldon. 
They  present  the  subject  so  Ailly  to  the  legis- 
lature, that  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  them 
at  present. 

The  committee  have  examined  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  and  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  al- 
ter, in  any  particular,  the  provisions  of  the  law ; 
all  the  provisions  to  secure  a  faithful  account 
firom  the  officers  of  the  financial  operations  in- 
trusted to  them  havinf ,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  been  as  fully  secured  as  can  be  ac- 
complishea  by  legislation. 

After  having  examined  the  Prison  at  Auburn, 
the  committee  availed  themselves  of  an  early 
opportunity  to  inspect  the  Prison  at  Mount 
neasant.  In  regard  to  the  state  of  the  build- 
ings at  this  institution,  vour  committee  can  as- 
sure your  honorable  body,  that  nothing  can,  in 
their  opinion,  exceed  their  very  excellent  ar- 
rangement, and  their  adaptation  to  the  objects 
fbr  which  the  same  were  designed,  to  the  extent 
finished.    But  that  the  establishment  is.a]u>- 

Sther  incomplete,  and  the  manner  in  which 
e  business  is  earned  on,  as  well  as  the  char- 
acter of  the  business  itself,  is  but  illy  calcu- 
lated to  accomplish  the  great  objects  of  modem 
punishment,  struck  your  committee  most  for- 
cibly when  they  came  to  compare  the  result 
of  their  inquiries  at  Auburn  with  those  at  Bing- 
Slng.  At  the  former  place,  they  found  the  con- 
victs apparently  resigned  to  their  fate,  pen- 
itent for  their  past  offences,  of  a  humbled  spirit, 
and,  so  far  aa  the  committee  were  capable  of 
Judging  the  great  moving  principles  of  human 
action,  determined,  when  their  term  of  punish- 
ment shall  have  expired,  to  use  all  efforts  to  re- 
store themselves  to  the  good  opinion  of  society, 
and  to  live  upright  and  honest  lives.  This 
spirit  was  not  only  evinced  by  the  ready  and 
apparently  sincere  submission  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Prison,  the  order  and  system 
observable  through  all  the  departments  of  the 
work-shops,  but  more  forcibly  testified  from  the 
examination,  by  the  committee,  of  one  prisoner 
taken  promiscuously  from  eacn  of  the  shops  of 
the  Prison. 

It  was  urged  in  the  debate  upon  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  constituting  the  committee, 
that  if  BO  other  reason  existed,  the  foct  that  some 
ISOO  or  1600  of  ourfellow-beinn  were  confined 
within  the  solitary  walls  of  a  Prison,  excluded 
flrom  society,  with  no  person  to  whom  they 
could  tender  their  complaints  of  cruel  or  op- 
pressive treatment,  except  the  very  individuals 
who  might  violate  the  rules  of  humanity,  was 
sufficient,  nay,  imperative  upon  the  legislature, 
occasionally  to  investigate  their  conduion  ana 
treatment.  With  this  view,  the  committee, 
after  having  discharged  what  they  deemed  to 
be  their  duty  at  Auburn,  in  inspecting  the  Pris- 
on, the  condition  of  toe  convicts,  their  em- 
ployment, government,  and  all  the  incidents, 
■o  fbr  aa  they  could  derive  instruction  from 
their  own  observation,  and  from  the  Informa- 
tion  of  the  officers,  proposed  to  the  agent,  that 
the  committee  should  have  the  opportunity  <^ 
examining  some  of  the  prisoners  separate  from 
any  of  the  officera  of  the  Prison.  This  request 
was  readily  and  promptly  complied  with  by 
the  acent.  Colonel  Lewis,  who  took  our  in- 
^ruetfons  aa  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
should  be  preeented.  We  directed  that  one 
convict  finom  each  shop  and  department  should 
be  examined  ^  and  in  complying  with  this  di- 
rection, the  agent,  at  our  request,  produced 
^om»  lAdlvidttala  lh>m  thoM  vwioua  shofe. 


who  had  been  convicted  tn  the  counties 
the  memben  of  the  committee  resided.  We 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  commmi- 
cation  of  the  object  of  the  committee  was  made 
to  the  convicts.  Several  of  the  convicts  tbas 
examined  had  been  confined  in  the  Moaat 
Pleasant  Prison,and  removed  thence  to  Anbum, 
all  of  whom  concurred  in  complaining  of  the 
severe  and  harsh  treatment  experienred  at  the 
former,  whilst  they  equally  united  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  kind  and  benevolent  treair 
ment  at  the  latter.  It  is  perhaps  unneeecsaryto 
give  the  details  of  their  statement*  In  foil.  The 
prominent  grounds  of  complaint  consisted  in 
not  having  had  allowed  to  tnem  sufficient  food 
to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  their  appetite,  and  ia 
the  most  violent  infiiction  of  corporeal  paniah- 
ment,  for  very  slight  offences  against  the  rales 
of  the  Prison,  not  with  the  ordinary  instrumeal 
of  punishment,  (called  the  cat,)  but  frequently 
by  dIows  dealt  upon  the  head  and  varioQS  parts 
of  the  body,  with  the  usual  walking  staves  of 
the  assistant  keepera,  ^which  mode  of  punish- 
ment the  committee  ao  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce cruel  in  the  extreme,  and  as  incoosttf- 
ent  with  the  good  discipline  of  the  Prison,  as  M 
is  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  humanity  \] 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  not  only  those  who 
had  been  before  confined  in  the  Mount  Pleas- 
ant Prison,  but  every  one  of  the  o)thera  exam- 
ined by  the  committee,  bore  most  cheerful  tes- 
timony of  the  kindness,  the  moderation  and 
benevolence  of  their  treatment  at  Aubora, 
most  of  them  not  having  received  any  corpo. 
real  punishment  since  tl^r  confinement  there, 
and  those  who  had,  uniformly  admitting  the 
justice  of  what  had  been  inflicted  upon  Omn, 
and  all  admitting  that  their  provisions  *a4 
clothing  were  not  only  wholesome,  apeeable 
and  comfortable,  but  at  all  times  abundant. 

Upon  the  subject  of  provisions,  it  is  perhaps 
well,  in  this  place,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
le^slature  to  the  reports  from  the  diflfereaC 
Prisons,  as  to  the  mode  of  supplying  the  pvi»- 
on  en.  At  Auburn,  the  prisonen  breakfast  aad 
dine  together,  in  a  mess-room,  and  waitets 
supply  the  deficiencies  of  rations  of  the  moie 
hungry  or  hearty  eaten  from  the  surplns  of  tke 
less  robust,  and  at  all  times  (which  is  seldon 
necessary  to  be  resorted  to)  supplying  any  gen- 
eral  deficiency  ttom  a  general  stock,  wepwcd 
for  that  purpose ;  whilst  at  Mount  Pleuant, 
from  the  want  of  such  a  room,  the  convicts  tn 
necessarily  compelled  to  take  their  rations  with 
them  to  their  cells ;  and,  although  the  coounft- 
tee  was  assured,  by  the  agent  wthe  latter  Pris- 
on, that  ample  provisions  were,  at  all  tintes, 
supplied  for  the  prisonen  at  every  meal,  the 
statements  of  the  prisonen  not  only  contnir 
dieted  that  assurance,  but  added  that  they  lad 
sometimes  had  blows  indicted  upon  them,  ac- 
companying a  refusal  of  their  request  to  fEract 
them  an  additional  supply.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary for  the  committee  to  add,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treatment  of  the  prisonen,  that  they 
likewise  examined  a  number  of  the  coovicts  ai 
the  Mount  Pleasant  Prison,  as  to  their  treat- 
ment, which  examination  was  also  conduced 
separate  and  aaart  from  any  of  the  officers 
They  feel  it  thenr  dut^  also  to  premise  by  {ob- 
serving, that  the  pn^riety  of  the  request  of  the 
commfttee  for  this  purpose,  so  readily  complied 
with  by  the  aipnt  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  was 
much  disputed  and  discussed  by  the  agent  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  to  add  their  regret  that  h 
seemed  to  be  reluctantly  complied  with.  Sev- 
eral of  the  eonvicis  were,  however,  prase  nttd, 
who  concurred  with  those  at  Auburn,  feraafty 
confined  at  Mount  Pleasant,  in  rBpreeeatiBg 
thsir  punishment  as  cruel  In  the  exti«me  s  aad, 
if  their  tepreientaUoni  are  to  be  crediMd,  m  ihs 
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(nialon  of  the  eommitleei  altogethar  uqjuftifi> 
able.  Your  commiltee  refiain  to  enlarfte  upon 
this  topic.  They  are  aware  tbat  the  source  of 
tbe  complaint!  Is,  perhaps,  unwerthy  of  credit. 
It  waa  the  only  evidence,  however,  to  which 
we  cotkld  resort,  on  the  part  of  tlie  prisoners, 
as  to  any  improper  or  cruel  treatment.  The 
committee  ace  willing,  as  your  lionoral>le'  body 
doubtless  will  be,  to  consider  the  ofBcers  inno- 
cent of  any  improper  treatment,  until  proof 
tD  the  rontrary  be  furnished  ;  and,  without 
furtlier  ctimment,  the  committee  respectfully 
rubmit,  for  vour  consideration,  all  the  testimo- 
ny upon  Ibis  branch  of  their  duty  which  came 
to  their  knowledge. 

Tbe  character  of  the  business  at  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Prison,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
conducted,  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
preiKnts  to  your  honorable  body  a  subject  wor- 
thy the  most  mature  deliberatioo.  Much  of  the 
insitle  i»  trtmsported  from  tha  quarries  a  very 
considerable  distance  to  the  Prison  yards, 
where  the  same  Is  prepared  for  market.  To 
accomplish  this,  from  four  to  sii  convicts  are 
attached  to  each  of  the  carls,  a  tiaavy  block  of 
stone  is  fastened  to  it ;  and  the  convicts  are 
compelled  to  conduct  the  load  to  Its  proper 
destmation.  This  is  accomplished,  as  tbe  com- 
mittee understood,  by  the  physical  strength  of 
those  attached  to  the  respective  carts.  It  is 
done  principally  by  balancing  the  load  by  the 
counteracciag  strength  on  weight  of  the  prison- 
ers, which,  aometbnas,  is  eitremely  oppres- 
sive. Alter  tlie  load  is  deposited  in  the  yard, 
the  still  iiM»e  repulsive  spectacle  is  exhibited 
of  the  convicts  retoniing  to  the  qoazries  draw- 
ing their  cart  up  a  steep  hill,  fiuiened  to  it  bv 
bsmess  attached  to  their  bodies,  not  dissimi- 
lar to  the  prmetice  of  using  bmtes.  The  com- 
mittee do  not  pretend  to  claim  for  themselves 
any  unusaai  degree  of  sensibility,  nor  would 
they  desire  to  present  themselves  in  that  atti- 
tode  before  your  honorable  body ;  but,  coming 
from  various  parts  of  the  slate,  and  believing 
they  are  acquainted  with,  and  et^ay  in  common 
tbe  feelings  of  tbe  eitiaens  among  whom  they 
respectively  reside,  they  cannot  withhold  the 
expression  of  their  deep  humiliation,  as  mem- 
bers of  this  enlightenea  and  humane  oomroo- 
ttity,  when  they  witnessed  their  fellow  beings 
doomed  to  so  ignominioas,  so  degrading  a  pun- 
ishment. Tbe  languafB  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  declaring  that  "emel  and 
nousaal  paniahments  shall  not  be  inflicted," 
seemed  to  your  committee  to  be  violated,  in  the 
Setter  as  well  aa  in  the  spirit ;  and  we  have  yet 
lo  learn  that  there  existed,  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  that  iastnnnent,  any  ordinance 
aothorizing  the  tfeatasent  of  men  equal  to,  if 
DOC  worse,  than  beasts  of  burthen.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  at  this  estab- 
lishment have  not,  thus  far,  realized  lor  tbe 
state  any  very  profitable  results.  This  may  be 
attributable  to  tbe  aatare  of  tbe  principal  busi- 
Dess  pursued  there,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  lame  has  been  conducted.  We  allude  to 
the  stone  catting  and  marble  busineas.  This 
has  been  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the  slate, 
tbe  ai!ent  making  the  contracts  and  furnishing 
the  work ;  thus  presenting  the  state  in  the 
character  of  a  competitor  with  individual  en- 
terpriiie. 

The  committee  have  no  hesitatioB  in  ex- 
pressing their  CAUviction,  that  tbe  labor  of  the 
convicts  shonld  be  diflTerently  directed;  and  they 
as  readily  expiees  their  belief,  from  tbe  infor- 
mation acquired  from  creditable  sources^  well 
aa  their  own  Jodgment  upon  tbe  subject,  that 
if  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  waa  disposed  of  to 
soatraciors  in  the  saaw  manner  as  Is  por- 
raed  at  the  Prisoa  at  AahoiB,  Charteslown,  aad 


Wethersfleld,  Instead  of  beijig  a  tax  upon  tha 
state  treasury,  it  would,. as  do  the  Prisons  ra* 
ferred  to,  furnish  no  inconsiderable  revenue. 
Why  the  worthy  inspectors  of  the  institutiott 
have  not  directed  the  agent  to  make  contracts 
for  the  labor  of  the  prisoners,  aa  provided  for 
by  the  Revised  Statutes,  is  certainly  a  matter 
which  remains  unexplained  to  the  committee. 
Tbe  committee  understood  from  the  agent,  that 
the  inspectors  considered  it  inexpedient  or  un- 
advisable  to  direct  him  to  make  such  contracts 
for  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  upon  the  ground 
that,  if  any  profit  was  to  be  realized  (irom  their 
labors,  it  ought  to  go  into  the  coffers  of  tbe 
state,  and  not  into  tbe  pockets  of  individuals. 
If  this  be  so—and  there  is  certainly  no  reasbn  to 
doubt  It.— we  respectAilty  beg  leave  todilfer  with 
them  in  such  conclusion.  Had  we  no  otliar 
aignnient  than  that  psaaettted  by  the  suceen*- 
Im  operations  at  Auburn,  in  hiring  tbe  labor  of 
prisoners  to  contractora,  we  should  deem  it  our 
duty  to  recommend  the  passage  of  a  resolu- 
tion recommendatory,  or  an  act  directory  of 
such  an  employment  of  the  convicts. 

The  advantsges  for  such  a  dispoiitlon  of  their 
labor  at  Mount  Pleasant  are  peculiar,  and  your 
committee  believe  it  only  requires  to  be  put  In 
the  market  to  realize  to  the  state  their  Ailt 
value.  The  grounds  upon  which  we  predicate 
this  opinion  are  briefly  as  follows :  (it  Is  to  be 
premised,  however,  that  the  contractors  ought 
not  to  be  limited  in  their  contracts  to  working 
the  marble  fh»m  the  quarries  belonging  to  tbe 
state,  for  reasons  herMfter  to  be  more  fully  ex- 
plained.) 

First.  The  convenience  of  the  Prison  wharf, 
with  the  manual  force  always  at  command, 
would  render  the  unloading  of  stone  of  all  kinds 
in  its  crude  state,  and  tbe  reloading  of  the  same 
in  its  finished  state,  a  strong  Inducement  for 
those  desirous  of  carrying  on  the  business  of 
stone-cutting. 

Second.  Contractors  would  avoid  the  ex- 
pense of  renting  a  yard,  as  is  now  the  praetica 
in  the  city  of  tfew  Yora,  in  which  to  perform 
the  labor  ofpreporing  tbe  stone  for  the  building. 

Third.  The  expense  €€  dockage  at  tbe  vea- 
sels  bringing  the  stone  in  its  crude  sUte,  and 
the  expense  of  cartage  ftom  the  wharf  to  the 
stone  yard  in  the  city,  would  be  avoided. 

Under  such  circumstances,  why  should  not 
the  labor  of  a  capable  stone-entter  upon  tha 
Prison  dock  at  Mount  Pleasant  command  for 
his  employer  an  amount  of  compensation  equal 
to  the  mborof  one  equally  capaUe  in  bis  busi- 
ness In  the  city  of  New  York  ?  The  freight 
from  the  Prison  to  New  York  would  scarcely 
exceed  the  cartage  from  the  vessel  to  the  yard 
in  the  city,  apart  from  the  rent ;  and  the  cart- 
ape  from  toe  vessel  to  the  building  would  prob- 
ably be  no  more  than  if  taken  from  the  yard  in 
the  city. 

The  committee  is  aware  that  ranch  com- 
plaint has  been  made  by  mechanics  against  the 
course  pursued  by  the  state,  of  potting  tbe  la- 
bor of  convicts  in  competition  with  the  bimest 
laborer^  who  toils  for  the  supp6rt  of  his  fiimily. 

Tbat  those  complaints  have  been  In  som« 
instances  well  founded,  the  committee  do  not 
doubt.  We  believe,  however,  that  they  prr»- 
ceed  from  the  same  source  as  the  complaints 
frum  tbe  officers  of  tbe  Prison,  from  time  to  time 
accompanying  their  report  of  ansueressfiil  ofie 
rations,  which  have  been  aa  undue  effort  to 
force  the  manufoetured  materia]  into  the  mar- 
ket, not  only  at  an  extremely  reduced  price  far 
the  labor  bestowed  upon  It.  but  slso  bsvtng  to 
contend  against  the  prejadice  of  Its  being  of 
very  Inferior  qoslhy.  With  tbe  view  of  as- 
certain ing,  as  far  as  praeticaMa,  the  trath  of 
these  fanpatatioas,  the  rommUum  nnmimoi  a 
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Juui  been  enlufod,  m  as  now  to  Embrace  five 
out  of  the  eight  lenate  districts ;  which  law 
went  into  practicai  operation  about  the  time 
that  tlie  said  convicts  from  the  Sing-Sing  Prison 
were  received.  Since  that  time,  the  number 
of  con  victs  in  thii  Prison  lias  gradually  increased 
iVom  666  to  the  present  number,  683.  It  appears 
to  us,  therefore,  highly  probable,  that,  wltn  the 
present  territory,  there  will  be  a  padual  increase 
of  convicts  at  this  Prison. 

The  eami$urs  of  the  convicts  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
September  last,  and  which  have 
been  charged  to  contractors, 
amount  to •37,951  96 

The  eammfs  of  convicts  not  em- 
ployed by  contractofi,  as  charged 
to  individuals,  and  cash  received 
ftom  visitors,  and  for  articles  sold, 
and  other  Incidental  sources, 
amountto 3,889  91 

The  earnings  and  profits  of  the 
Prison  as  above,  for  the  past  year, 
amount  to $41,833  47 

The  expemditura  during  the  same 
period,  for  the  general  support  of 
the  Prison,  and  which  include  all 
expenses,  except  those  authorised 
by  the  act  of  the  9S«h  April,  183S, 
for  building  990  cells,  amount 
to $36305  31 

X^eaving  a  balance,  in  favor  of  the 
Priaon,of. $3,598  16 

A  statement  of  the  monthly  earnings  of  con- 
victs employed  by  contractois,  and  the  earnings, 
for  the  year,  of  such  as  are  not  employed  by 
contntctors,  and  the  receipts  of  money  from 
visitors,  and  for  the  property  sold,  &c.j  showing 
the  particulars  from  which  the  pronts  to  the 
Prison  have  been  derived,  is  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  number  6. 

In  addition  to  the  above  balance  of  $3,598 16. 
in  &vor  of  the  Prbon,  the  institution  should 
be  credited  with  the  expense  of  keeping,  feed- 
InCy  and  clothing,  about  an  average  number  of 
100  convicts,  who  have  been  employed,  since 
about  the  1st  of  June  last,  in  building  the  new 
cells,  and  whoie  labor  has  in  no  respect  been 
taken  into  the  account  of  profit  to  the  Prison : 
and  also  the  expense  of  building  a  shop,  100 
Ibet  by  40,  occupied  by  stone-cutters,  coopers, 
&c.,  and  supposed  to  have  cost  about  $800; 
and  which  is  included  in  the  expense  of  the 
gsneral  support  of  the  Prison. 

The  cash  rsesM*  during  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1839,  have  been  a^  follows  :— 

The  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  agent  on  the 
90th  September,  1831,.  $14,908  99 

The  amount  directed  to 
be  charged  to  the 
agent,  per  act  95th 
April,l&9 347  00 

The  amount  received 
from  all  Prison  sour- 
ces,     37,948  59 


The  paiticular  sources  from  which 
this  sum  has  been  received,  will 
be  found  specified  in  the  agent's 
monthly  returns,  and  annual  st«^- 
aont  herewith  transmitted,  pur- 
suant to  the  act  of  the  95th  April, 
163SL  marked  numbers  7  to  19,  in- 
clusive. 


$51,804  58 


CaRie4  forwtid $51«804  66 


Brought  forward, ^JB^  SB 

The  nfem^tmretj  during  the  same 
period,  have  been  as  follows : — 

For  general  support,  and 

ordinary    repairs,    aa 

above, $38,305  31 

For  building  290  cells, . .     10,004  97 
Add  amount  directed  to 

be    credited    to    the 

agent,  per  act  of  95th 

April,  1839, S95  93 

48,90551 

Which,  taken  iVom  the  receipts  as 

above,  leaves  In  money,  in  the 

hands  of  the  agent, $9,899  07 

The  particular  items  of  the  expendittties  wiU 
be  found  in  statements  marked  numbeca  7  to 
19,  inclusive. 

The  difference  between  the  eaminga  and 
profits  of  the  Prison,  as  before  stated,  and  tbe 
amount  of  receipts  (Srom  all  the  Prison  aourres, 
during  the  said  year,  consists  of  outstanding 
credits  to  the  contractors  and  others,  all  or  tlie 
greater  part  of  which  Is  tielieved  to  be  food, 
and  will  be  collected  as  they  fall  due. 

By  the  act  entitled  '*  An  Act  in  relalion  to 
State  Prisons,"  passed  April  95,  1839,  it  ww 
made  the  duty  of  the  agent  c€  this  Prison,  vnder 
the  direction  of  the  inmiectoTs,  to  coostmet  two 
hundred  and  twenty  additional  solitary  cells  in 
the  Prison  ;  and  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dol- 
lars was  appropriated  for  that  purpose.     But 
the  act  directed  that  the  same  should  not  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  until  the  moneys 
which  might  be  in  the  hands  of  the  agent, 
should  have  been  expended  and  accounlod  for 
to  the  comptroller.    Still  the  act  made  no  direct 
appropriation  of  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  said  celli ; 
but  as  the  legislature  seemea  to  assume  the 
right  of  the  agent  to  make  use  of  these  moneys 
for  that  purpose,  we  proceeded  to  adopt  a  ^an 
for,  and  to  erect  the  additional  cells.     The 
south  wing  of  tlie  Prison  was  originally  built 
with  the  cell!  against  the  walls,  with  the  pas- 
sage through  the  centre.    We  determined  to 
build  the  new  cells  in  a  block  in  the  centre, 
similar  to  those  in  the  north  wing ;  but  it  was 
found  that  the  width  between  the  outer  walls 
of  the  wing,  was  insuflSclent  for  that  porpoee. 
We  therefore  removed  the  north  wall  of  the 
south  wing  for  the  distance  to   be  occupied 
with  the  new  cells,  and  built  a  new  wall,  giving 
an  additional  width  of  twelve  feet  to  the  build 
ing.    The  agent,  under  our  direction,  has  built 
saO  solitary  cells,  and  the  outer  wall ;  and  a 
covering  of  the  cells  below  the  roof,  of  stone, 
lime,  sand  and  loam,  which  is  to  be  fire  proof; 
and  also  a  new  roof.    The  cells  are  built  with 
posts  of  cut  gray  limestone ;  and  iron  doors, 
wholly  grated.    There  is  no  wood  used  in  or 
about  the  cells,  except  the  floor  of  tbe  galleries, 
which  are  two  feet  nine  inches  in  width,  in 
firont  of  the  cells.    These  floors  are  supported 
by  cast  iron  anchors,  worked  into  the  piers  of 
the  cells,  and  have  iron  hand  railings.    Tbe 
staira  are  supported  upon  wrought  iron  risers, 
which  rest  upon  wrought  iron  anchors,  worked 
into  the  wall  like  those  which  support  the  pl- 
leries.     The  locks  of  the  cells  (which  were 
manufactured  in  the  Prison)  are  let  into  the 
stone  fronts,  and  made  secure  there  with  boltt. 
There  are  twenty-two  cells  in  length  on  rafb 
side,  and  they  rise  five  stories  in  heicht.    Tbe 
cells  in  the  insMe  are  seven  feet  in  length  hf 
three  feet  six  inches  in  width,  and  seven  feet 
in  hei^t,  and  are  well  ventilated.    The  arra, 
or  distance  between  the  cells  and  outer  wall,  is 
thirteen  feet ;  and  over  this  area  are  eonainicted 
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ample  iraiiUtatan  thrMgb  tte  coTwing  tosdins 
tfanHigb  tbe  roof.  The  uea  to  wholly  flaggoo 
iritta  cut  aloBO.  Tba  labor  of  ranovtng  the 
materialfl  of  the  old  celle  aad  north  wall  wae 
yr^ry  ipvat,  and  employed  at  ieait  forty  con- 
Ticca  for  two  BODthe. 

The  colls  and  bollding  aro  all  coaapleced, 
and  ^rere  occupied  by  the  convlcte  on  the  fint 
inetmnt.  A  detailed  statement  of  the  money 
expended  under  the  eaid  act  it  herewith  com- 
manicated,  and  is  contained  in  statement 
marked  number  90.  There  are  Mobably  some 
sumJI  billa  belonging  to  this  head,  not  yet  pre- 
sented and  paid,  bat  which  wUl  noteiceedone 
hundred  dollars.  The  whole  eq>ense  of  build- 
ing the  990  cells,  under  said  act,  and  of  com- 
pleting that  part  of  the  south  wing,  as  will  be 
seen  by  ralbreace  to  statement  number  90,  is 
$12,376  36.    It  will  be  observed  that  the  ex- 

Knse  is  within  the  estimate  presented  to  the 
It  le^statore  ;  aad  when  it  is  considered  that 
no  labor  or  eipease  has  been  spared  to  make 
the  cellf  aecure  and  pennanent,  and  when  the 
great  amount  of  labor,  necessarv  to  prepare  the 
stone  and  other  materials  used  in  the  building, 
and  the  extent  of  the  erection,  are  also  taken 
into  the  account, — ^we  feel  constrained  to  say, 
that  no  erection  of  the  kind,  and  of  such  an 
extent,  haa  ever  been  built  in  this  country,  at 
so  small  an  expense.  This  result  is  in  a  great 
meaanre  to  be  attributed  to  the  uncommon  and 
unremitted  exertions,  perseverance  and  good 
management  of  the  agent  and  other  offlcers  of 
the  Prison,  who  havenad  the  immediate  su]Mr- 
intendence  of  the  building  operations. 

We  are  gratified  to  have  it  in  our  power  to 
slate,  that  the  whole  expense  has  been  met  by 
the  funds  which  had  accumulated  in  the  hands 
of  the  agent,  and  that  the  appropriation  of 
^,000,  made  by  the  said  act,  for  tlie  purpose 
of  this  erection,  remains  untouched  in  the 
treasury  of  the  slate. 

That  part  of  the  south  wing  of  the  Prison, 
containing  the  new  cells,  is  now  connected 
with  the  remaining  part  in  a  temporary  man- 
ner i  and  in  order  to  secure  the  same  pn^rly. 
ii  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  north  wall 
of  this  wing,  on  the  same  line,  to  the  front 
building,  and  also  to  continue  the  roof  over 
the  remaining  part  of  the  wing.  The  present 
roof  le  poor  and  leaky,  and,  if  the  building  is 
permitted  to  remain  as  it  now  is,  will  require 
extensive  repairs.  In  making  the  present 
alterations,  it  became  necessary  to  destroy  the 
former  chapel ;  and  a  temporary  chapel  was 
piepared  In  tlie  south  front  of  the  Prison.  The 
mess-room,  which  occupies  the  basement  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  south  wing,  is  already 
too  fmaall  tor  present  accommodation.  By 
widening  this  part  of  tfae  wing,  this  room  wiU 
Iw  mach  enlargsd,  and  will,  it  is  believed,  be 
sufficient  to  accommodate  sJi  the  cmivicts  that 
can  be  lodged  in  the  cells  of  the  Prison.  It  is 
necessary  to  make  some  arrangement  for  a  per- 
manent and  suitable  chapel ;  and  such  a  one 
may  be  built  over  the  mes»«oom,  when  en- 
larfed.  We  would  therefoie  recommend  that 
a  law  be  passed,  authorizing  the  agent,  under 
the  direction  of  the  inspectcvs,  to  make  tbe  pro- 
posed alteration.  From  rough  estimates  tar- 
nisbed  us,  we  are  induced  to  believe,  that  the 
eipense  will  not  exceed  six  thousand  dollars. 
To  meet  this  expense  we  ask  for  no  appropriation 
from  the  stale.  The  money  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  agent,  aad  that  which  mav  be  calculated 
aptm  from  the  sonreee  of  the  Prison,  and  that 
vwch  will  probably  be  realised  in  tbe  course 
of  the  cnneaft  year,  we  are  aatisHed,  will  denay 
this  expense.  We  consider  this  further  alter- 
ation and  improvement  indispeaaahle  to  the 
secttrity  of  the  building,  and  fttr  Ihe  aoeon 


datlon  of  the  eoavlols  in  reaneet  to  the 
room,  chapel,  dec.     And  as  Che  expense  may 
now  be  met  hv  the  avails  of  the  Prison,  we  can 
perceive  no  niieel  in  its  delay. 

By  reference  to  statement  mvked  number 
91,  herewith  sent,  the  various  branches  of 
business  in  which  the  convicts  are  employed, 
the  number  engaged  in  each  branch,  and  the 
amount  earned  in  each  branch  of  bttaliiess,wiU 
be  found  exhibited. 

The  alteration  made  in  the  south  wing  of  the 
I^isop  destanyed  the  room  in  whidi  the  fnaala 
convicts  had,  before  that  tiaae.  been  confined. 
Their  situation  in  that  room  (the  only  place  in 
the  Prison  where  they  could  at  that  time  well 
be  kept)  waa  deplorable  enough,  and  waa  a 
standing  call  on  the  humanity  and  wisdom  of 
the  legislatare  for  relief.  The  preparation  made 
for  a  temporary  chapel,  bv  taking  away  some 
partition  walls  in  the  soou  front  of  the  Plison, 
gave  ua  an  cqiportnnity  of  providing  the  females 
with  a  more  airy  and  convenient  place  for 
working  during  the  day;  and  at  night  thev 
were  confined  in  four  large  cells  in  the  south 
wing,  over  the  mees  room.  But  this  arrange- 
ment. Indispensable  and  abaolttlely  demauMd 
as  it  was  by  every  feeling  of  renrd  to  tbelr 
health  and  comfort,  could  not  be  eflbcted  with- 
out engaiing  the  services  of  a  matron  to  super- 
intend them  in  their  employment  during  the 
day.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  deter- 
mined, althou^  the  law  had  made  no  provta* 
ions  for  paying  a  female  keeper,  that  It  waa 
expedient  to  engage  one.  We  accordingly 
directed  tbe  agent  to  hire  a  matron  to  take  the 
charge  of  the  female  convicts :  which  he  did, 
from  the  96th  of  June  last,  for  toe  compensation 
of  $16  per  month.  The  success  of  this  new 
arrangement  has  been  gratUyiag.  Tbe  appear- 
ance, manners,  industry  and  health  m  the 
females,  has  evidently  improved. 

But  we  must  be  pemitled  to  renew  the  re- 
quest that  has  been  so  oHen  made,  by  the  in- 
spectors of  this  Prison,  that  the  Jegislatue 
would  make  provision  tot  the  conflfiement  of 
female  convicts  at  some  other  place  than  within 
the  walls  of  this  Prison.  The  present  arrange- 
ment for  their  confinement  and  working  is  bat 
temporarv;  and  even  this  could  not  m  con- 
tinued, if  the  propoaed  improvement  should  be 
authOTked.  The  particular  reasons  whleh 
render  it  inexpedient,  and  in  our  view  improper, 
to  confine  females  in  this  Prison,  have  been  so 
ftiUy  expressed  in  the  last  nport  fh>m  the  in- 
spectors to  Ihe  legislature,  and  are  so  forcibly 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  chaplain  to  us  of  this 
vear,  and  which  is  herewith  sent,  that  we  deem 
It  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  subject. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  it 
is  made  the  doty  of  the  inspectors  of  this  Prison 
to  furnish  to  the  legislature,  with  our  annual 
report,  copies  of  the  monthlyretums,  mtde  to 
us  on  oath,  by  the  agent.  They  are  heiewitb 
sent,  marked  numben  7  to  18,  inclusive.  And 
by  the  terms  of  the  same  section,  we  are 
required  to  fhmlsh  a  list  ot  all  contracts  sntered 
into,  by  which  the  convicts  are  employed,  set- 
ting forth  the  portion  of  the  same  that  may  have 
been  finished  during  the  year,  Ace.  It  would 
appear  by  tbe  phmseology  of  this  part  of  that 
section,  that  its  application  was  not  meant  for 
this  Prison ;  for,  to  require  us  to  state  what 
portion  of  the  contracts  have  been  fini^td 
during  the  year,  is  not  requiring  a  statement 
of  any  thing  that  takes  place  in  this  Prison. 
The  contracts  made  for  ue  labor  of  conviela 
at  this  Prison  are  for  a  dmilf  compensation, 
for  a  specified  period  of  time  j  or  for  payment 
of  a  stlpalated  aum  for  the  maaufoctnre  of  each 
article  made,  and  for  a  specified  period  of 
time.    As  It  respects  the  soma  of  money  m« 
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oeived  upon  the  contraelt  for  labor,  they  ue 

contained  in  the  monthly  leturae  herewith  eent, 

niunben  marked  7  to  lo,  indiuive. 

All  which  is  reepectftilly  eobmltted. 

HORACE  HILLS,        -v 

JOHN  PORTER,  I 

E.  WILLIAMS.  > 

BERVEY  HINIfAN,    I 

RRABLET  TUTTLEy 


Rqpert  of  (he  Physician  of  du  State  Priton, 
for  the  year  )8SS. 

To  the  hufteton  ^A»  State  Priten,  Aubwm, 

Oeatlemen^—In  preeenting  to  the  board  the 
health  of  the  convicU  for  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31et.  1838,  it  is  worthy  of  obeenration, 
that  (notwithstanding  the  threatening  aspect 
during  the  summer)  the  average  of  sick,  con- 
fined to  the  hospital  during  the  year,  does  not 
▼ary  materially  ftom  former  seasons :  the  ekar^ 
atter  of  the  disease  was,  however,  essentially 
changed  during  the  summer  months. 

Early  in  the  month  of  July,  there  was  an 
uncommon  tendency  to  the  derangement  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  In  some  there  was  ob- 
stinate constipation  of  the  bowels;  in  others 
too  peat  looeeness :  and  several  cases  of  ekolera 
mariut  occurred ;  but  without  any  thing  strik- 
ingly peculiar  in  the  attack,  progress  or  termi- 
nation. This  condition  of  the  system  did  not 
exist  long,  before  there  seemed  a  universal 
predispoBiiion  to  watery  dlarrhoBa,  with  white- 
ness of  the  tongue,  but  very  little  disturtiance 
in  the  circulation.  About  tne  10th  of  August, 
disease  assumed  a  distinctiveness  of  character, 
differing  essentially  from  any  thing  in  the  form 
of  disease  that  hail  at  any  time  come  under  my 
observation.  The  pale  fhce  and  shrunken 
features,  cool  and  clammy  skin,  a  peculiar 
whiteness  of  the  tongue,  the  shrivelled  skin 
over  the  ends  of  the  fingers  and  toes,  tender- 
ness over  the  abdominal  region,  and  at  the  pit 
of  the  stomach,  nausea,  vomiting,  ft^c,  too 
plainly  indicated  the  character  of  the  disease 
with  which  we  had  to  contend.  lu  identity 
with  the  Ihtal  epidemic  which  has  spread  con- 
sternation and  desolation  over  the  fairest  por- 
tions of  the  civilized  world,  could  not  be  mis- 
taken, even  by  the  common  observer  who  had 
read  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  that  disease. 

In  escaping  the  fatality  which  has  marked 
this  pestilence  in  its  progress  in  nearly  every 
place  where  it  has  appeared,  I  consider  we  owe 
much  to  the  vigilance  of  the  Priaom  qgUert ;  the 
increased  attention  to  cleanliness  and  ventila- 
tion ;  the  uniform,  regular  and  armtlaiiud  dut ; 
the  immediate  report  to  the  hospital  of  such  as 
were  ev^  sli^tly  Indisposed,  afforded  advan- 
tage! in  contracting  the  disease,  which  could 
aearcelf  have  been  ei^oyed  in  private  practice. 
The  delay  of  a  few  hours  misnt,  and  unques- 
tionably would,  have  rendered,  in  many  cases, 
the  apBllcation  of  means  entirely  unavaiHng. 

In  the  greatly  increased  responsibilities  of 
my  situation  during  that  period,  I  feel  under 

rt  obligations  to  the  board  rf  ituMclors,  for 
promptness  with  which  eveiy  Acility  was 
placed  at  my  disposal,  that  could  aid  me  in  my 
professional  duties. 

The  average  number  of  hospital  cases  per 
day,  for  each  month,  is  as  follows  :— 


The  months  of  July,  Attgost  wad 
show  a  higher  niteber  on  the  ai^  listtl 
other  months,  and  a  diminished  nomber  of 
casee  confinea  to  the  iMiepital. 

The  average  per  day  that  received  . 
tion  during  the  above  months  is  as  folic 

July,  19 ;  August,  SU ;  September,  90. 


^he  whole  that  received  prescription,  em- 
nnclng  thoee  discharged,  with  those  retahied  in 
tne  hospital,  would  avenige,  for  the  year,  about 
Sft  per  cent,  a  day. 


Report  of  the  Chaplam. 
To  the  hupoetaro  tftka  8UU  Pfiaom^ 

Oentlemen^-Though  It  is  net  required 
the  resident  chaplain  of  the  Prisoo,  bv  i 
formal  resolution  of  your  boavd',  to  make 
annual  report,  it  seems  obviously  proper,  am 
holds  his  ^relation  to  the  instltntion  by  yonr 
pointment,  and  under  the  pafronnje  of 
state,  that  he  should,  from  time  to  ttasc,j{i 
some  account  of  the  nature  and  results  oi  1 
labofB.  It  is  under  this  impressloa  that  I  _ 
sent  to  the  board  the  following  reaiarks  amd. 
statements  relating  to  the  interesting  a»d  im- 
portant  department  which  is  confided  to  ny 
care. 

To  enable  the  board  to  form  an  adeqvaie 
estimate  of  the  need  and  utility  of  labor  in  tbio 
department,  it  would  be  requisite  to  give  a  lull 
and  partlcttiar  view  of  the  chancier,  habits 
and  propensities  of  the  convicts  presioos  to 
their  conviction,  and  to  show  the  tendeecy 
and  actual  eflects  of  moral  culture  upon  Ibeir 
feelinn  and  conduct  while  under  instmctioB, 
and  after  they  leave  the  Prison.  I  need  boc 
say  that  this  it,  to  a  great  extent,  entirely  tns- 
pracUcable.  Some  Momincnt  and  atrifclag 
facts  may  be  presented  ;  but  it  must  be  obviotss 
that,  in  the  main,  I  can  speak  only  in  geaeral 
terms,  and  merely  give  my  own  conclttsioos, 
without  going  into  a  detail  of  the  IhcU  frun 
which  thoee  conclusions  are  drawn. 

The  fhct  which,  of  all  others,  Is  the  moat 
striking  to  a  person  conversant  with  tlie  re- 
ligious history  of  convicts,  is  that  of  their  great 
and  general  tgworamto  of  tko  BikUf  and  conse- 
quently of  the  nature  of  the  relations  wfaicb 
they  sustain  to  God  and  to  their  lellow  aea, 
and  of  the  obligations  which  arise  oat  of  thow 
relations.       Without    mentioning    narticalar 
instances  of   this  ignorance,   whicn   wouM 
scarcely  be  credited,  it  is  sufilcient  to  reamfc, 
that  many,  upon  being  questioned,  have  be- 
trayed their  inability  to  name  any  oee  of  the 
books  or  parts  of  which  the  Bible  is  composed ; 
and  expressions  of  surprise  at  finding  It  to  be 
such  a  book  as  it  is,  are  so  oommoo  as  to  be 
very  remarlcable.    The  following  extract  froai 
the  account  which  one  gave  of  himself  a  few 
days  since,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  is  but 
the  history  of  the  fonner  character  and  feelinss 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  men  who  are  bronchi 
to  this  PrlsoD.     It  is  the  substance  of  bis 
answer  to  a  question  respecting  his  education, 
and  in  neariy  his  own  words.     **  Says  be  has 
get  all  his  reltrioos  instruction  in  this  Prison— 
never  took  a  Bible  into  his  hand  before— had 
none  at  home— deniised  it— for  some  time  after 
he  came  here,  used  to  pot  his  Bible  out  of  sight 
when  he  went  into  his  cell— could  not  bear  le 
see  it— got  his  dislike  of  it  among  his  old  as- 
sociates, who  were  always  ridiculing  it,  and 
thoee  who  believed  in  it— Imted  the  sight  of  a 
Christian,  and  thought  a  minister  as  bad  as  the 
devil— whenever  they  talked  to  him,  he  used 
to  swear  at  them— was  the  means  of  leading 
his  young  brother  (convicted  with  him  at  the 
age  of  15)  in  the  same  way.     8ay«  he  shsU 
always  be  thankfhl  that  he  was  hroofht  to  this 
Prison." 

In  all  such  cases  of  ignorance  or  aegloet  of 
the  Bible,  it  has  been  found,  aa  a  matlM-  cf 
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ttet  tbe  Ctebbath 
dJarefanled  and  ^ikned. 


liabltaaUy 
And  it  were  well 
if  thm  habitual  Tiolatlon  of  tbiB  sacred  inati- 
tutioa  were  eonfined  to  each  caaes  only. 

It  ia  not,  howerer,  to  be  denied,  that  there  are 
many,  too  many,  among  thia  guilty  and  de- 
pmded  claM  of  men,  wbo  bave  broken  tbrougb 
mil  ibe  reatrainte  of  a  religloaa  education,  and 
arged  their  way  to  Prison  against  all  tbe  power- 
ful motavea  fueaented  to  their  minds  in  the 
Bible  ;  hut  they  are  toftw,  compared  witb  those 
ivho  bave  been  brooght  up  without  instruction 
in  tlie  great  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion, 
that  tbe  obaenrM- cannot  iUlio be  struck  with 
tbe  diapajity.  or  to  see  in  It  a  direct  and  con- 
clnalTe  proof  of  the  salutanr  influence  of  the 
Holy  Seripturea.  and  of  the  importance  of  their 
an  i  venal  diffUaion  and  incolcation. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  add,  in  corrobo- 
ration of  the  name  point,  that,  of  more  than 
tvro  thouaaad  eonTicta  who  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  this  Prison,  only  two  or  three  are 
known  to  have  previously  received  instruction 
in  Sabbath  schools. 

Another  fact,  little  leas  remarkable,  respecting 
thia  daaa  of  men,  is  their  general  irmmwue  tf 
Utters.    Since  the  eatablishment  oi  our  Prison 
Sabbath  achoot,  nearlv  seven  years  since,  about 
five   bandied  and   flfty  convicts   have   been 
brought  into  it  for  iastruction.     Of  these,  a 
great  majority  could  read  only  in  the  easiest 
reading  lessons,  by  spelling  many  of  the  words ; 
and  more  than  one  hundred  commenced  witb 
the  alphabet.    They  were  selected,  it  is  true, 
(from  tbe  younger  portion  of  the  convicts,)  on 
account   of  their  illiterateneas ;  but  yet  it  is 
clear,  fkom  thia  statement,  that  the  education 
of  theae  men,  aa  a  class,  is  far  inferior  to  that 
of  oar  citiaena  genemlly.    The  pupils  in  our 
school  are,  almost  exclusively,  between  tbe 
agea  of  18  and  30 ;  and  the  whole  number,  of 
all  agea,  from  which  they  have  been  selected, 
ia  not  more  than  1640-^560=1090.    The  pro- 
portion of  Ulitemte  men  above  the  age  of  30  is 
at  leaat  equal ;  few,  if  any,  of  whom,  it  will  be 
obaerved,  have  been  brought  into  this  account. 
For  the  honor  of  our  country,  it  ia  to  be  hoped 
that  no  spot  can  be  found  exhibiting  such  a  pro- 
portion <a  men  to  iUiteiate,  between  the  ages 
of  18  and  30,  c<mipared  with  the  whole  popu- 
latioa  above  the  age  of  18.    Where  is  the  com- 
munity whose  every  eleventh  adult,  even  of 
the  whole  population,  has  yet  to  learn  the  let- 
ten  of  tbe  alphabet? 

Another  Act,  which,  though  already  noto- 
rious, la  vrorthy  of  repetition  here,  is  the  re- 
markable yttvmtmtt  pf  inUm^ an  among  this 

daas  of  men.  It  will  be  seen  in  a  striking  light 
In  the  fol  lowing  statement.  The  number  of  con- 
victs now  in  thia  Prison  is  683 ;  of  whom  there 
had  been,  groaaly  intemperete,  330 ;  moderately 
intemperate,  (regular  drinking,  and  occasional 
intoxication,  or  either,)  978 ;  temperate  drinken, 
156 :  total  abstineats,  or  nearly  so,  19 ;  total,  683. 
The  firat  two  classes,  making  506,  or  nearlv 
three  fourths  of  the  whole  number,  ma^  with 
propriety  be  accounted  Intemperate.  Of  these, 
383  were  onder  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits 
at  the  time  they  committed  their  crimes ;  and 
of  tbe  whole  number,  919  have  acknowledged 
that  either  one  or  both  of  their  parents,  or  their 
mastere,  were  more  or  less  intemperate. 

Hultitudea  of  Acts  like  these  most  Ailly 
attest,  that  intemperance  is  the  great  and  over- 
flowing source  oicrime  in  our  land }  and,  after 
what  I  hav^aeen  in  this  Prison,  I  cannot  doubt, 
that  the  decreaae  of  criminal  convictions  will 
almost  keep  pace  with  the  progreaa  of  temper- 
ance,-nor  tnat  ita  univenal  rei^  would,  in  the 
end,  well  nigh  depopulate  our  Priaons.  To 
what  eanae  bat  the  temperanee  tOtutm  is  it  to 
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be  ascribed,  that  the  number  of  State  Priaoa 
convictions  in  this  state,  during  the  year  1839, 
is  nearly  a  hundred  less  than  that  of  tbe  pre- 
ceding jrear? 

Is  not  the  frvptrbmn  ^fmrnMrriad  eemieU  alao 
worthy  of  remark  ?  It  would  be  an  interesting 
subject  of  inquiry,  and  perhaps  lead  to  some 
important  conclusions,  to  ascertain  and  com- 
pare this  proportion  between  married  and  un- 
married adults  In  the  community  at  large.  I 
bave  not  the  means  at  hand  of  ascertaining  the 
proportion  of  matriages  among  tbe  latter,  but 
give  that  of  tbe  former  in  this  Prison,  to  enable 
any  one  who  may  be  curious  enough  to  prose- 
cute the  inquiry. 

Married  convicts,  364;  unmarried  convicts, 
319 ;  total,  683. 

Instances  of  separation  between  husband 
and  wife,  by  desertion,  previous  to  conviction, 
63;  by  death,  38. 

Is  not  this  proportion  of  unmarried  men  in 
Prison  much  greater  than  that  of  the  unmarried 
to  the  married  among  our  adult  male  popu- 
lation in  general  ?  And  if  so,  what  is  the 
inference  respecting  any  doctrines  tending  to 
repudiate  a  certain  "arbitrary  custom"  that 
prevails  In  society  ".under  its  present  organi- 
zation f" 

The  married  convicts  left,  under  age,  901 
children : —  * 

With  a  competence  for  their  sup- 
port,  aas)  g«j 

Without  property  of  any  amount,. . .  678  ) 
Among  relatives  who  could  assist 

them, 180 

Without  pn^teny  or  assistance   of 

friends 496 

The  resident  chaplain's  weekly  routine  of 
duties  is  too  well  known  to  need  now  to  be 
paniculariy  described.  The  roost  prominent 
are,  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Sabbath 
school,  the  public  exereises  of  the  chapel,  and 
the  private  instructions  at  the  cella,  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  the  daily  evening  devotioaa  in 
front  of  tJie  cells,  and  the  visiting  of  the  hoapital, 
daring  the  week. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  these  and  the  various 
other  duties  have  been  performed,  it  does  not 
become  me  to  speak.  I  trust,  however.  I  shall 
be  indulged  in  saying,  that,  in  all  my  instruc- 
tions and  admonnions  to  the  convicts,  I  bave 
dealt  flamif  with  tkem.  I  have  dwelt,  emphati- 
cally, upon  their  depravity  and  guilt  in  tram- 
pling upon  the  laws  of  God  and  of  their  countiy ; 
endeavored  to  awaken  remorse  In  their  con- 
sciences ;  to  convince  them  of  the  Justice  of 
their  punishment ;  to  Induce  them  to  yield  strict 
and  humble  obedience  to  all  the  regulations  of 
the  Prison  ;  to  press  home  upon  them  the  dn^ 
of  Immediate  repentance  ano  amendment ;  and 
to  perauade  them  to  take  reftige  in  tbe  merey 
of  Him  who  says,  "  Let  the  wicked  formke  his 
way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts, 
and  let  him  return  onto  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
have  mercv  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he 
will  abunaantly  pardon.** 

Great  pains  have  also  been  taken  to  dissuade 
them  from  the  ftoture  use  of  ardent  spirits,  by 
portraying  the  ruinous  edfects  of  intemperance, 
as  exhibited  in  their  own  wretched  condition, 
and  that  of  their  distressed  ftunOies  and  friends, 
and  by  giving  them  appropriate  tracts,  and  fre- 
quefatly  readmg  the  best  essays  on  tbe  subject 
in  the  chapel. 

The  Sabbath  school  still  proves  to  tw  a  very 
important  and  efficient  auxiliary  to  the  labon 
of  the  chaplain.  During  the  psist  year,  it  haa 
consisted  of  about  two  hundred  pupils,  under 
the  immediate  instruction  of  thirty-flve  of  the 
students  of  the  theolo^cal  aemlnaiy,  whose 
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benerolent,  diacreat  uid  kmIoub  eflbrtt  for  the 
benefit  of  these  men.  deeen'e  tbe  highest  com- 
mendation. The  primary  obiect  of  tlie  school  is 
to  instruct  the  illiterate  to  read  ;  but  in  doing  this, 
the  teachers  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
of  druppinj;  useful  incidental  remarks,  and  of 
mnkiuK  such  explanations  and  applications  of 
the  great  truths  of  the  Bible,  as  are  calculated 
to  enlighten  the  understandmg  and  affect  the 
heart.  The  happy  tendency  or  this  system  of 
instrurtion  is  clearly  apparent,  not  only  in  the 
remarkable  proftress  of  most  of  the  scholars  in 
reading  and  religious  knowledge,  but  also  in 
their  inure  ready  and  cheerful  compliance  with 
tbe  rules  of  the  Prison,  and,  as  we  trust,  in 
tome  instances,  of  that  moral  transformation 
which  is  the  sorest  pledge  of  a  virtuous  life 
here,  and  the  only  ground  of  hope  for  the 
future. 

And  what  has  been  said  of  the  apparent 
influence  of  the  Babbath  school  instruction, 
may,  ir  I  mistake  hot,  be  said  also  of  the  other 
modes  of  instruction.  Tbe  convicts  in  general 
appear  to  lie  affected  in  view  of  divine  truth. 
Their  fixed  attention,  and  often  their  deep  so- 
lemnity, during  tbe  public  exercises  of  tbe 
Sabbath,  as  well  as  the  impressive  stillness  of 
the  hour  for  evening  devotions,  is  a  subject  of 

Sneral  remark.  In  private  conversatton,  after 
e  flr!>t  few  interviews,  they  manifest,  almost 
without  exception,  a  kind,  tender,  subdued 
state  of  feeling,  and  not  merely  a  willingness, 
but  more  or  less  eagerness,  to  receive  instruc- 
tion. And  it  is  so  common  to  hear  them,  with 
bursting  tears,  utter  expressions  of  gratitude 
that  they  were  arrested  in  their  infatuated 
career,  and  lodged  in  tbe  State  Prison,  that  it 
has  almost  ceased  to  be  remarkable.  We  do 
not  dream,  that  tbe  hopes  which  such  appear- 
ances are  calculated  to  awaken,  will  always  or 
even  generally  be  realized  ;  but  that  they  have 
been,  in  many  instances,  we  have  the  most 
satisfactory  testimony.  VVe  have  documents 
to  show  that  a  great  number  who  were  once 
convicts  in  this  Prison  are  bow  nseftil  and 
respectable  citizens.  It  is  known,  also,  that 
not  a  few  of  them,  in  varioov  parts  of  the 
country,  are  consistent  professors  of  religion, 
and  tliat  several  are  exemplary  members  of^ 
churches  in  our  own  village. 

Let  me  here  disclaim  any  intention  of  anro- 
eating  to  our  system  of  moral  and  religious 
instruction,  simi^y,  and  independently,  all  or 
any  of  the  merit  of  working  such  changes  in 
tbe  feelings  and  conduct  of  such  men.  Under 
n  system  of  unrestrained  association  and  inter- 
course among  them,  it  would,  I  have  no  doubt, 
prove  to  Ite  utterly  inefllcient.  Its  success 
flepeiutis  upon  the  rigid  enforcement  of  such  a 
fiyetem  of  Uiaciplineas  your  board  Iwve  adopted 
io  tliif*  institution.  Confident  as  I  am,  that 
your  syitlcfn  of  physical  coercion  and  discipline, 
merelj,  without  its  accompaniment  of  moral 
moiiveH,  \vould  only  make  bad  men  worse.  I 
nni  no  \e*»  confident  that,  without  such  a  sys- 
tem of  strict  seclusion  and  nun-intercourse, 
religious  motives  would  have  no  power  to  make 
bad  men  better.  Of  this  1  have  been  more 
fully  convinced  than  ever,  aince  our  number  of 
convicts  became  so  large  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  confine  several  together  at  night,  in 
each  of  our  large  cells.  The  mischievous 
.effects  of  this  association,  partial  as  it  was, 
have  boon  plainly  perceptible,  not  only  upon 
tho&e  convicts  themselves,  but  upon  others 
with  whom  ihev  have  labored  bv  day.  But  I 
rejoice  to  find  that  this  evfl  is  entirely  remedied 
now,  by  the  ri>mpletion  of  the  new  and  admi- 
rable block  of  cells  in  the  south  wing. 

It  gives  n.»  tbe  sincerest  pleasure,  too,  that 
your  board  will  b«  able  to  represent  to  the  legis- 


latnn  a  peat  tanptovenenC  fa  the  eoaditioM  cf 
tbe  fem«e  department.  Sivee  it  has  t-*  ** 
under  the  superintendence  of  mu  pious  r.:  i 
capable  matron,  by  day,  with  the  means  of  a 
partial  eeparatJon,  or  rather  elaaslfieatioo,  »i 
night,  the  appearance  and  conduct  of  tbr^' 
females  have  certainly  been  very  strikir*?> 
improved.  We  are  no  longer  dietoriied  by  it»r  ir 
boisterous  mirth,  their  inrariate  shrieks,  t!  t-a 
shocking  oaths,  or  the  sound  of  the  mr'^i'' 
brick-bat.  We  hear  no  more  the  clank  of  tl  ' 
chains,  nor  see  upon  their  faces  the  nark<>  t  <* 
savage  combat.  Witb  only  an  occanuo^l  *  v 
cepti6n,  all  now  is  silence,  order,  neatr.e.  >, 
and  cheerful  industry.  It  is  truly  sarpri*.-  .. 
that  the  presence  of  a  matron,  under  all  t*.* 
disadvantages  which  must  be  encoanterr-d  la 
apartments  so  ill  adapted  tothepurpoee,  »bi>Lld 
ever  have  wrought  so  great  a  chance. 

But.  after  all,  I  must  be  permiti^d  to  say,  ihai. 
should  this  improvement  of  our  female  depen- 
ment  be  the  occasion  of  relaxing  tbe  dtori*  of 
your  board,  or  of  delaying  tbe  action  of  tbr 
legislature,  on  tbe  subject  of  building  a  new 
Prison  for  females,  I  should,  on  the  whole, 
regard  it  as  a  most  unfortunate  and  ca]amitf>«« 
step.  The  board  need  not  be  told,  that  tb-j 
department  is  still  extremeW  incommodiou-, 
and  that  it  never  cea  be  fitted  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  at  all  sutlable  for  the  pennanent  con 
finement  of  females.  The  apartmenta  are  too 
small  for  even  the  present  number  of  inmate*, 
badly  arranged,  dimcult  of  access,  and  so  Mt- 
uate,  in  the  third  story,  as  to  reqatoe  tbe  help 
of  male  convicts  in  carrying  every  artftde  thst 
passes  to  or  fhun  them— euch  as  fuel,  water, 
ratimta,  work,  oflhls,  ezcrementa,  fte.  He — 
which  renders  it  next  to  Impossible,  wHh  tbe 
utmost  vigilance,  to  prevent  impn^wr  ecMnmu- 
nicatioB.  All  the  fomalea,  whether  few  rr 
manv,  (at  present  twenty-five,)  most  of  neces- 
sity be  confined,  at  night,  in  four  cells,  net 
larger  each  than  a  common  bed-mom.  Another 
inconvenience  is,  tliat  they  are  In  ao  reoM^e  a 
part  of  tbe  Prison,  that.  In  case  of  sodden  eiek- 
ness,  or  other  calamity,  in  the  ni^t,  thef  conld 
not  be  heard,  unless  1^  mere  accident. 

But  if  all  these  inconveniences  were  obTiated, 
there  would  still  remain  one.  which,  of  itsHf, 
ought  to  be  sufiBicient  to  decide  tlie  matter  nt 
once,  and  for  which  there  u  ■•  rcsMtfv,  d» 
stated  in  the  last  report  of  your  board,  **  witho«t« 
incurring  an  expense,  in  the  re-orfMiiaation  o( 
the  male  department,  more  than  equal  to  tbat 
of  erecting  an  entire  new  iasatutlon  for 
females.*'  I  allude  to  the  fhct  of  their  beir.|! 
necessarily  confined,  dayand  night,  perpetaaHi , 
within  walls  which  almost  exclode  the  air,  ami 
light  of  heaven.  They  never  do,  and  nevrt 
can,  step  out  of  their  close  apartments  for  ovf 
moment,  to  breathe  the  fteeh  air,  or  enjoy  tbe 
broad  light  of  dav.  The  coaseqoenee  »,  a 
great  amount  of  disease,  and  a  aeaeral  ls!»i- 
lude  and  inertness  almost  as  baa.  A  pmp*tr 
tionate  amount  of  sickness  ansong  the  mxSe 
convicts,  would  throng  tbe  hospital  with  fVoiii 
fifty  to  a  hundred  men  constantly,  instead  of 
six  or  eight.  In  this  situatioB,  naay  of  the 
females  have  endured  long  sentences,  and 
others  remain,  who  have  spent  more  than  half 
of  their  terms,  of  seven,  ten,  twelve,  and  foar- 
teen  yean.  Who  can  hesitate  to  pronounce  it 
inhuman,  bartiarous,  unworthy  of  tbe  aser 
And  why  is  the  penalty  of  the  law  allowed  to 
fkll  with  more  severitv  upon  this  claas  of  con- 
victs than  upon  the  other  I  To  be  a  mtle  cab- 
Vict  in  this  Prison,  would  be  quite  tolervMe : 
but  to  be  a  JemaU  convict,  for  any  protracted 
term,  would  be  worse  than  death. 

I  have  said,  that  for  this  evil  lAsrv  u  ue 
r»wsdy.    This  every  one  knows,  who  has  aoy 
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knowtodgB  of  fto  nf«ii|MD»iit  of  our  Piiaoii 
iNilldiiigB,  ttaopi  and  yanb.  The  ftmalea  ean- 
not  now  step  cot  of  thalr  apBitmeats,  In  any 
direction,  wtthoot  mingling  with  the  men ;  and 
Uiere  to  no  jraid  room  that  can  posalMy  be.  ap- 
propriated to  their  oae,  wlthooi  completely 
oeranginK  ^^  operationa  of  a  great  part  of  the 
male  deiMitmeBt. 

Bat,  ranher,  I  am  told  by  the  agent  and 
keeper,  tbat,  in  order  to  complete  the  design 
whieli  IMS  been  began  by  the  erection  of  the 
new  block  of  oella  In  this  wine  the  pant  leaaon, 
the  femalea  mnat  be  removed  from  their  present 
apartments,  and  placed— no  one  knows  where. 
They  may  nave  rooms  fitted  np  in  the  present 
temponury  chapel,  stOl  less  conTonlent  than 
thoee  they  now  o^copy ;  bat  only  by  dispensing 
entirdy  with  a  place  for  paUle  worship.  The 
dertgn  time  commenced.  I  am  also  told,  most 
be  completed,  for  the  safe  keepins  of  the  con- 
victs, and  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  necee- 
eary  enlargement  of  the  mess-room,  and  that 
yoor  boara  will  make  apidlcatlon  for  a  law 
anthoridag  it  to  be  done  the  ensuini  season. 
Unless,  then,  tke  leglslatare  Is  prepared  entirely 
to  abandon  the  practice  of  public  worship  ia 
this  Prison,  for  the  sake  of  keeping  these 
females  here,  and  that  in  atraly  mlsenfle  con- 
dition, wkat  other  attemative  remains,  than 
either  to  ptovlde  a  new  establishment  for  them, 
or  discfaarfle  them  flom  confinement? 

Thoagk  I  have  already  swelled  this  coramu- 
alcatioii  for  beyond  the  limits  which  I  had  pre- 
scribed to  myself,  I  cannot  close  it  without 
aclmowledgmg  my  obligations  to  the  officers 
of  the  Prison  for  the  eoantenance  and  kind- 
ness that  I  have  uniformly  met  with  in  the 
dtsefaarge  of  my  dnties,  and  to  the  Prison 
DteeSpllne  Society,  of  Boston,  for  their  perse- 
vering effints  to  sustain  me,  as  their  missionary, 
by  pecuniny  eontributlons,  in  addition  to  the 
inadoqoate  amonnt  which  I  receive  firom  the 
fojids  of  the  Prison. 

I  am,  contleaea,  very  respeetfolly,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

B.  C.  BMITH,  JtfliUsirt  Chi^Utin, 


Stats  Paisoir,  Aukumf ) 
Janoary  1, 1833.        { 
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Report  of  the  Jbupecton  of  the  Mount  PUow 
ant  State  PrUom, 

To  the  HonerMe  the  Legulatwre  qf  Os  StmU  of 
JfnoTork. 

The  Immeetors  of  the  State  Prison  at  Moant 
Pleasant,  in  the  coanty  of  Westchester,  respect- 
fultv  report, 

T^hat  fWmi  the  thirtieth  day  of  September, 
1831,  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  189i,  in- 
cluding a  period  of  one  year,  and  to  the  time 
%vben  the  fiscal  year  terminates,  Robert  WilCse. 
E!iiquire,  the  agent  of  the  Prison,  has  received 
for  the  use  thereof  (incloding  a  balance  in  his 
hands  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  of 
^,306  46,) |7S,301  16 


Of  tbis  snm  there  has  been  eipend- 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  Prison,  doling 
the  same  period, ••..••«•..< 
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Leaving  a  baisaco  in  the  hands  of 
the  agent,  on  the  30th  September, 
1838,  applieabie  to  the  wants  of  the 
Prison ,  of  ••*•••»••«•••••••(••••• « 
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All  of  which  is  more  putfealaily  detailed  in  a 
statement  which  accompanies  this  report, 
marked  A,  showing  fkom  what  sources  the 
money  has  been  received,  and  to  what  uses  u^ 
plied. 

The  receipts  ftom  the  earnings  of  the  eon* 
victs,  during  the  year,  have  amounted  to 
$38,767  70 :  a  sum  much  less  than  the  labor  was 
worth,  and  nrach  less  than  it  would  have  bem 
had  the  agent  been  ftee  flrom  the  old  and  on- 
fovorable  contracts,  which  were  made  ftom  the 
supposed  necessity  that  existed  of  forcing  the 
work  made  here  into  market.  Those  contracts 
are  principally  folflUed.  The  greater  part  of 
the  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  stone 
shops,  during  the  year,  has  been  upon  these  c<m- 
tracts. 

This  difflenlty  is  now  overccmae,  and  con- 
tracts have  been  made,  which,  it  is  supposed, will 
be  suAcient  to  occupy  the  Iai)or  at  toe  convicts 
for  a  creat  part  of  the  current  year,  at  a  folr 
price  for  their  labor. 

Another  serious  injury  to  the  fiscal  concerns 
of  the  Prison  arose  from  the  prevalence  of  the 
spasmodic  cholera  among  the  convicts.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that  the  actual  loss  to  the 
fbnds  of  the  Prison,  arising  firom  the  loss  of 
labor,  will  not  be  less  than  one  sixth  of  the  re- 
ceipts fhmt  that  source.  Although  that  disease 
continued  only  about  fifty  days,  still,  the  state 
of  alarm,  the  looseness  of  discii^ine  which  it 
prodnceo,  the  time  to  recover  from  its  eflfects, 
and  restoration  of  discipline,  all  together,  is  be- 
lieved to  have  equalled  two  months'  ordinary 
labor  of  the  convicts.  The  actual  additional 
expense  to  the  institntion,  produced  in  conse- 
quence of  this  disease,  amounted  to  $1,404  79, 
as  will  appear  from  the  annexed  paper  mark> 
ed  A. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  convicts  have,  by  order  of  his  excellenqr 
Ciovernor  Throop.  been  removed  from  this  Pris- 
on to  the  State  rrison  at  Auburn,  sixty  in  the 
foil  of  1831,  and  sixty  in  May,  1838.  The  re- 
moval of  this  last  number  wss  at  the  time  at- 
tended with  much  inconvenience,  and  rendered 
a  foilure  in  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  for  the 
supply  of  rubblestone  inevitable.  Contracts  had 
been  made  upon  the  supposition  that  all  the 
convi^s  were  to  be  employed  at  labor  about 
the  Prison.  The  removal  of  six^  able-bodied 
men  could  not  tail  to  produce  disappointment, 
both  to  the  agent  and  those  persons  who  baa 
contracted  for  the  work  to  be  prepared  by  the 
convicts. 

Tbis  was  not  all  the  inconvenience  sustained 
by  such  removal :  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  la- 
bor of  the  convicts,  the  expense  of  their  re- 
moval was  about  $900,  which  was  defrayed 
in  part  by  the  funds  Intended  for  the  support 
of  this  Prison  ;  and  the  residue  now  remains  a 
charge  against  them.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
the  expense  of  removal,  including  that  of  the 
ofllcers  and  guards  who  attended  tho  convicts 
daring  the  Jonmey,  is  a  charge  upon  the  Prison. 
In  addition  to  this  expense,  each  convict  had  a 
suit  of  clothes,  which  was  frimished  by  the 
agent  of  this  Prison;  each  suit  worth  about 
four  dollars. 

Work  has  been  done  by  the  convicts  upon 
the  stone  for  the  Capitol  Park,  Albany,  for 
which  the  agent  would  have  charsed  and  re- 
ceived about  $750,  flrom  any  indivldttal,  more 
than  he  la  entitled  to  receive  for  this  work.  He 
is  entitled  to  receive  for  this  work  only  the 
expenses  of  the  laborers,  and  not  the  worth  of 
the  labor. 

The  paper  annexed,  add  toarked  C,  contains 
an  inventory  of  the  property  and  efibcts  belong- 
ing to  the  Honnt  Pleasant  Steto  Prison,  on  the 
30th  Seplembtr,  188B. 
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The  nvmlier  of  eo&vteti  la  tbifl 
Prison  oA  tbeSOth  day  of  Septem- 
ber,I831,wu, 960 

From  that  time  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1 1833.  a  period  of  one 
year,  there  naa  been  received, 
(table  I,) 389 

During  the  eame  period,  133  have 
been,  diacharged  by  expiration  of 

sentence,  (paper  L,) 133 

153  have  died,  (paper  K,) 153 

as  have  been  pardoned,  (table  M,)  98 

Transferred  to  Auburn, ISO 

Escaped  during  the  cholera, 3 


1,269 


Remaining  in   Prison,  September 
30, 1833, 


437 


833 


It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  number  of  convicts  received  at  this 
Prison  during  the  last  year  has  been  less  than 
during  the  eleven  preceding  months  by  fortv- 
nine.  The  difference  arises,  undoubtedly,  in 
part,  from  the  fact  that,  since  some  time  in  May 
last,  the  fourth  senate  district  and  five  counties 
in  the  flfth  senate  district,  have  been  annexed  to 
the  Auburn  Prison  district.  During  the  months 
of  Mav,  June,  July.  August  and  September, 
1831,  the  territory  which  has  been.tafcen  from 
this  Prison  district  ftimished  to  this  Prison 
twenty-five  convicts,  a  number  considerably 
less  than  the  decrease  of  the  convicts  above 
stated. 

We  may  ardently  hope,  but  cannot  reasona- 
bly expect,  that,  with  a  peculation  rapidly  in- 
creasing, the  number  of  crimes  will  decrease. 
During  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  the  in- 
crease of  convicts  has  not  been  in  proportion 
to  the  probable  increase  of  population ;  mdeed, 
the  convicts  have  decreased  about  three  per 
cent. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Inspectors  of 
this  Prison,  it  was  estimated  that,  on  the  30th 
September,  1833,  the  convicts  in  this  Prison 
would  amount  to  twelve  hundred.  We  feel 
great  satisfaction  in  stating  that  this  estimate 
has  not  been  realised,  and  that  it  would  not 
have  been,  had  none  of  the  convicts  been  taken 
fVoni  this  Prison  and  sent  to  Auburn,  and  had 
none  died  by  cholera.  The  number  of  deaths 
by  cholera  was  103,  the  number  sent  to  Aobom. 
ISO.  which,  added  to  the  present  number,  would 
maae  1055.  The  eiror  in  that  estimate  probar 
biy  arose  from  an  omission  to  estimate  the  num- 
bet  of  discharges  by  expiration  of  sentence. 
The  short  sentences  under  the  Revised  Statutes 
having,  for  the  first,  expired  during  the  last  year, 
no  allowance  for  that  circumstance  was  made 

The  discharges  by  the  expiration  of  eentenee 
during  the  eleven  months  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1831,  were  65;  during  the  next  twelve 
months,  the  discharges  from  the  same  cause 
were  133;  the  latter  exceeding  the  former  by 
68:  but  this  would  not  make  the  estimated 
number  in  the  last  report. 

This  Prison  contains  one  thousand  solitary 
cells ;  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  that,  for 
the  present  at  least,  no  increase  of  cells  will  be 
necessary ;  but  should  the  number  of  convicts 
increase  beyond  the  number  of  cells,  the  pres- 
ent system  of  discipline,  which  has  been  so  dis- 
tinctly marked  bv  public  ^>probation,  could  not 
he  fully  sustained  without  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  separate  apaxtmenta.  so  as  to  avoid  the 
neoesaity  of  pattiag  more  tnan  one  convict  in 
a  cell,     t 

The  annaidl  v^pu  marked  D,  exhibits  not 
only  the  number  of  convicts  on  the  30th  dav  of 
September  last,  hot  the  manner  in  which  mey 
were  employed.    Tide  ■tatement,  altliovfh  cor- 


rect at  that  time,  atoaM  bf  no 
as  a  correct  statement  of  their 
another  time.  When  the  severity  of  tte 
prevents  working  in  the  qaairfoe  lo  advantacBt 
the  number  in  the  dUferent  shops  is  increased  so 
as  to  keep  the  convicts  employod  in  ancha  auis- 
ner  as  to  nuke  the  moat  firom  their  tahor. 

From  the  annexed  document  marired  B, 
report  of  the  physician  to  the  Piisoa,  it  wilt 

Grcelved  that  at  no  tfane  since  the  PHspb  ^ 
en  the  receptacle  of  ooovieta,  hna  the 
of  the  establishment  been  as  good  aa  at  the 
of  that  report.  From  the  same  repost  It  will 
seen  that  376  of  the  convlete  look  the  ei 
symptoms  of  the  spasmodic  choleia,  and  thst  < 
hundred  and  three  of  that  nnmber  d^d. 
alarm  which  was  produced  by  the 
of  this  disease  was  very  great ;  and,  far  a 
much  apprehenakm  was  enteitaJiied  aa  to  the 
security  of  the  conviott :  but,  after  the  Oret 
lence  of  the  panic  had  subsided,  all 
seemed  to  pass  away.  Thelnspeetois 
with  great  pleaaore  the  feariesa  devotioai  of  alt 
the  officers  connected  with  the  fatahliwhBsi  Bi,f 
the  care  of  the  convicta  and  the  aaftty  of  the 
institution. 

During  the  extreme  violence  of  this  disease, 
the  Prison  was  visited  by  his  eze^leB^  Gov- 
ernor Throop,  in  oompany  with  aeverel  mediral 
gentlemen.  His  visit  had  a  great  teadeaey  to 
restore  confldeaee,  and  dispel  the  fear  of  eoate- 
glon,  which  had  qwead  ftr  into  the  cowtfry,  and 
operated  to  cat  off  all  cnaimnnlcaflniia  betweea 
the  persons  in  the  vUlafe  and  the  eouatry,  with 
thoee  who  were  connected  with  the  Piiaoa. 

This  timely  viait,  in  oonnection  with  the  ohb- 
no/  in  which  It  was  perlbmed,  wlthoat  Icar  er 
anprehenalon,  visiting  the  alch.erawiaiBg  theh 
diflferent  cases,  had  a  meet  safataiy  laflaeaee. 
No  single  occurrence,  daring  theeontiaaaaee  of 
that  disease,  had  so  grsot  a  tendency  to 
alarm  and  restore  confldeaee,  aa  thia 
ed  and  benevolent  visit. 

The  report  of  the  chaplain,  OMrfced  6,  which 
accompanies  this  report,  shows  the  BMinl  con- 
dition of  this  institution.  In  this  respect,  there 
has  been  a  manifest  Improvement  la  the  oooiae 
of  the  last  year. 

The  asslduoos  attention  at  the 
promole  the  tempotal  as  well  as  the 
condition  of  the  comets,  deeerves  the 
bation  of  the  inspectors,  and  they  traat  his' 
bore  will  be  attended  with  mnch 
to  himself,  aad  permanent  beaeflt  to  the 
victs. 

They  regret  that  the  eompenaatSoD  which  he 
receives  for  his  servioes  is  iaadeqoale  to  hh 


deaerts,  and  would  saoeat  the  ptoialety  of  in- 
creasing his  salary  to  six  handred  doOan  a  ^ar. 
The  persoas  employed  in  aad  ahoot  the  Jhne- 
on,  in  different  capadtice,  on  tha  30th  of 
tembor  last,  were  as  follows :  one  afent, 
clerk,  one  deputy  keeper,  twenty-thne 
ant  keepen,  and  twenty-nine  goaida.  Ths 
number  emjployed  seems  to  be  Jnattfled  by  the 


situation  or  the  Prison,  the  qoanriea.  aiiopii.  Ice 
Some  ol  the  convicts  are  eomloyed  in  the  open 
field  more  than  a  qoarter  ov  a  n^le  fiom  the 
Prison,  and  the  guard  has  been  taersaaed  m 
proportion  as  additional  fhcOities  ftir  escape  are 
nimished  by  removing  the  coavteta  to  qnarrics 
remote  ftom  the  Prison 

The  accompaavlng  docvment  marked  F, 
contains  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  fhaaale  cea- 
victa  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  suiM,  sad 
eonflned  at  Bellevqe,  ander  the  Immedlatr  cart 
of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Tcvk,  on 
the  90th  day  of  November,  1838.  Oa  that  day, 
thirty-aix  female  eoavftets  renmlaed  ia  Prisea. 
Duriug  the  summer  past,  elevea  of  the  female 
eoBTieta  eaeaped  lh»  BeUevoe.    It  waa  at  Che 
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les 


time  when  the  ebolem  threatMi«4  todettfojr  All 
tlio  taiBMtM  of  that  Prtiott ;  adyaatefe  was 
taJien  oT  tkat  panie.  JSight  alio  of  the  stale 
eoBTicts,  who  were  there  eoniliied,  died  ditring 
the  pMt  year,  aix  of  then  with  ehdera ;  Ave 


bare  beam  dlacharfBd  by  expiration  of  sealeiice, 
aad  one  by  pardon. 

The  nnmber  of  the  fefnale  conTieta  on  the  SKXh 
of  November,  1831,  waa  forty-aix.  The  number 
on  the  90th  of  Noirember,  1838,  waa  tiiirty-alx. 
The  diminlabed  anaiber  of  thla  dasa  of  coovicta 
ia  owing  to  the  eaeapea  and  cholera :  without 
theae  ocenrrencea,  the  number  would  have  been 
conaidenbly  incrwued  over  that  of  the  laat  year. 

In  the  month  of  October  laat,  the  Inspecton 
visited  Bellevue^  aee  the  actual  condition  of 
theae  eonvicta.  They  are  confined  in  one  room, 
oroo  diflbrent  fallenes,  but  within  the  same 
fsneral  incloaure.  No  attempt  has  ever  been 
made  to  esiablldi  a  system  of  discipline  among 
them :  the  old,  tlie  young,  all  colors  and  con- 
ditkma.  are  indiscriminately  mixed  together. 
The  adept  in  crime  is  the  companion  of  the 
ttovke  in  guitt:  none  can  be  tbera  confined 
without  aufibfing  in  morals  from  the  compan- 
lona  of  tiMir  confinement.  Moral  reformation 
cannot  he  exnected  so  long  as  the  present  course 
is  pursued  with  them  j  indeed,  if  any  virtuous 
aentlmenis  linger  about  the  new  convict  sent 
to  Bellevue,  they  are  sure  to  he  obliterated  by 
the  influny  of  the  character  and  conduct  of 
theae  with  whom  they  are  aaaociated  by  their 
eoofinemenC 

The  attention  of  the  legislature  has  often 
been  called  to  thla  subject,  and  the  necessity 
of  a  aeparale  Prison  fbr  fenmle  eonvicta  urged 
wtth  great  fiirce.  The  inspectors  of  this  Prison 
repeat  the  recoosowndation  to  the  legistature. 
to  provide  fiir  thla  unfortunate  and  criminal 
dnaa  of  oommuntty,  a  diiferent  place  of  con- 
finement ;  n  place  which,  by  the  disci^lne  es- 
taUiahed,  ahall  tend  to  Kform.  and  not,  as  in 
their  praaent  condition,  lend  to  inevitable 
mln. 

No  doubt  ia  entertained  but  the  subm  disci- 
pline which  now  controls  and  subdues  the  male 
convict,  may  be  nmde  equally  serviceable  with 
the  ftmales.  Under  the  charge  of  a  Judicious 
matron,  we  cannot  believe  hoi  neat  moral  lef- 
onuatloa  may  be  nrodneed.  Ais  coosidem- 
tion  nione  caUa  with  greet  fotce  fbrachann  in 
the  mode  of  pnuishing  Ihnmle  eonvicta.  It  is 
also  worthy  of  consideration  to  inquire  whether 
the  expenae  to  the  sute  would  not  be  diminish- 
ed by  such  change.  The  state  now  paya  one 
hundred  doUnrs  a  year  tbr  each  female  convict 
kept  at  Bellevue.  Th^y  are  net  employed  at 
any  thing  except  cooking,  wnahing,  making  and 
mending  clethee  for themaelvee ;  and  this  ocen- 
piaa  hut  n  email  put  of  their  time.  The  law  ia 
Impwatlve  as  to  the  plaee  where  these  eonvicta 
■■at  be  ooBflned ;  and  aueh  aum  roust  be  paid 
•a  Che  eeirporation  of  New  York  choeee  to  do- 
■wnd,  whether  that  aum  be  a  lUr  eoa^Mnan- 
lloA,  er  beyond  the  value  of  the  aervleea  ran- 


Thn  iBsnacters  leam  flon  the 
em  of  the  Alma-House  in  New  Tock.  who  have 
the  immediate  eharga  of  Bellevue,  that  it  is  fhr 
Ihoaa  being  desiinble  to  them  to  keep  the  fe- 
mnto  cenvleto  Ihr  the  alata  at  the  price  which 
ia  now  chnriad :  that  It  would  be  eonvenieni 
ibr  the  dty  aaihovlty  lo  occupy  oecaaioaally 
wtth  other  crlsslnals,  the  PHeon  which  is  now 
used  Ibr  the  female  eonvicta.  They  did  not. 
however,  mnnlftet  a  decided  wiahto  be  releasea 
tkuni  the  cunttsftt  under  which  theee  prisoners 
■le  kept }  and  until  some  other  place  of  eon- 
it  la  movlded,  the  iMesent  arrangement 


convicts  may  be  found  en  the  state  ikrm,  M 
the  vicinity  of  this  Prison  ;  and  the  Inspectora 
do  not  heeitate  to  reeonmend  Ita  oecnnatfcNi 
for  that  purpose.  The  expenee  of  such  a  VuHd- 
ing  has  often  been  the  sul^|ect  of  estimate,  and 
particolariy  in  the  report  of  the  commisaionera 
of  this  Prison  to  the  legislatnre  In  1830. 

This  estimate  was  made,  aa  we  understand, 
upon  the  suppaslti<m  that  one  IPrison  only 
should  be  erected  in  the  state  for  this  pnrpoea 
If  a  Prison  for  female  convicts  should  be  can* 
neded  with  each  of  the  fliale  Prieons,  the  ex- 

gtnse  of  the  buildinp  at  ekher  place  would 
II  fbr  short  of  that  estimale. 

During  the  paat  year,  the  south  wing  of  tMa 
Prison  baa  been  extended  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  ftat  in  lenith,  forty  feet  wide,  and 
two  stories  hi^.  of  soUd  stone  maaosuy. 

The  north  wing  has  also  been  extended 
twenty  feet  in  length,  thirty-live  feet  in  width, 
and  carried  up  two  stories  high,  end  the  wfaw 
flniahed.  This  is  also  of  slone.  AdditionnI 
workHihope,  a  atora  house,  ox  suUee,  and  n 
guard  hooae,ara  necessary ;  and  it  lathe  fanen- 
tion  of  the  anent  to  erect  them  durinn  the  cur- 
rent vear.  An  estimate  of  expenae  or  the  mn- 
teriale  for  building  the  guard  house,  store  house, 
and  ox  stables,  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  B. 

Upon  the  same  paper  is  also  n  statement  of 
the  money  now  owing  to  the  corporntion  ot 
New  York  ftir  the  support  of  female  convicts, 
and  the  probable  amount  which  will  be  required 
for  their  support  for  the  ensuing  year;  ahm 
the  amount  or  the  expenaea  of  trnnsportin£Co»- 
victs  to  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn.  Theae 
several  eume,  aa  eetinmled  by  the  agent  «f  the 
Prison,  amount  to  $ll,4iS  7& 

Theee  sevemi  sums  are  not  directly  connected 
with  the  support  of  this  Prison,  i  '  ' 
not  be  a  charge  upon  its  flinds.  An 
tion  for  the  pureoee  of  covering  their' 
is  thought  Iqr  tlm  agent  to  be  neeeaaary.  If 
this  is  done,  he  confidently  believes  that  he 
shall  be  able,  fkom  the  labor  of  the  eonvicta,  te 
deftay  all  the  expense  of  supporting  the  eatah- 
lishment  for  the  ensuing  yenr,  without  anv  aid 
firom  the  treasury,  and  alao  perform  the  labor 
upon  the  contemplated  buUduig. 

By  the  act  of  dbe  leglalatura  of  the  laat  aae- 
alon,  the  inspecton  are  required  to  accompany 
their  annual  report  with  cqtiee  of  the  monthly 
aecounts  ftimiraed  to  them  by  the  anent  of  the 
Prison.  These  accounts,  flom  No.  I  to  No.  19, 
inclusive,  are  sent  herewith.  The  importnnce 
of  these  copies  Is  not  exnctly  understood,  since 
the  same  accounts,  with  the  orlginni  vouchers, 
are  deposlied  with  the  comptrollw.  It  Is,  how- 
ever, required  by  the  law,  and  we  comply  with 
ita  demands. 

The  paper  annexed,  mnrfced  B,  contains  n 
Itat  of  contmetsemarsd  Into,  on  which  the  coa- 
victs  nre  employed. 

The  great  Inducement  for  locating  the  PrlaoB 
at  thla  pinee,  was  the  immenee  qunntlCy  of 


muf  prohehff  be  contlauad. 
A tm^rnkm  ilte  fern  PiIsm  for  fomnle 


whieli  la  found  on  the  aiate  form,  con- 
nected with  the  belief  that  the  convicts  might 
be  more  advMHageeualy  emidoyed  in  preparng 
this  article  for  market  than  at  any  other  kind  of 
business.  The  quanriee  hnve  at  diflbrent  timea 
prsaented  dlaeonraglng  Indicntlona ;  sossetlmse 
the  qunlity  of  the  manle  has  bean  Indifibrent ; 
at  ouor  tlinea  the  great  dilBculty  in  removing 
the  immenee  qnanuties  of  earth  under  wblth 
the  marMe  was  burled,  seemed  to  destroy  the 
prospect  of  a  profitable  employment  at  the  stone 
businees. 

Within  the  hurt  year,  a  decided  tanpiovenMnt 
has  appeared  in  the  quarries ;  and  they  now  bM 
Ibir  to  satiafy  the  expectations  which  induced 
a  selection  of  this  plaee  for  the  Prison.  The 
fVallty  of  the  aniMe  iMjpod  { lia  vnlne  Is 


MO 


PRISON  DUCmiNS  BOCinT. 


^^ in  tlie  Btifcet,  mnd  eontraelt  at  • 

£^fr  price  are  now  c^red  sufficient  tn  employ 
Ite  cnMt  maia  ot  the  convicts ;  and  we  bave  no 
doubt  but  tbe  proceeds  from  the  labor  of  tb« 
OOQvicte  at  the  atone  buaineaa,  for  the  eneuing 
yw,  will  Ailly  prore  Ukia  to  be  the  moat  profit- 
able butineae  at  which  thc^  can  be  eaRployed. 

PI£RR£  VAN  CORTLANDT,  >  /___. 

JOHN   FISHKR.  }  i^ 

WALKFR  TODD,  )   "^' 

JnsptUar**  Qficty  \ 

9UU  PHam,  Mmnl  Pitammtf  > 

December  9Gtb,  183a.        > 


B.) 

ofOu  MomU  PUataai 


DoeumemU  aeeompmt^inf^  the  Report  of  the 
tnmeetoro  of  the  Momnt  PteoMMt  State 
Prvom, 


(A.  )    • 

ExpendUareefir  the  Year  en^mg^  September 
90,  1832. 

For  boepital  atoiaa  and  medica)  at- 
tendance for  cholera  patienta.  #ly404  74 
aCock  and  tools  for  blacksmiths' 

shop  and  lock  shop, M66  OB 

stock  and  tools  for  stone  shops 

andqnarries, 4,7Sd  64 

cash  paid  for  traoaportatioa  of 

convicts  to  Auhnra, 393  70 

travelling  expenses,.. 99  57 

building  materials,. .. ., 1,188  97 

stock  and  tools  for  shoemakers' 

ahop, 81  40 

materiala  for  convicts*  clothing 

and  blanketoi 4,034  08 

Prison  Aimiture 94  56 

fUel,  oil  and  soap,  including  coal 

for  smiths*  shop, 3,969  93 

raUona. 93,985  09 

bospitai  stores  and  medicines,  351  85 

stattonery  and  postage, 198  96 

discharged  con vicU, 383  50 

apprehension  of  escaped  con-  38  00 

victa,  ftelght  and  cartage, ....  866  15 
officers  and  guard,  phyaician  and 

chaplain / 93;9W  96 

tquare  timber  ftur  docks, 155  86 

paid  corporation  of  New  York, 

for  support  of  females, •  9,979  35 

Bibles  (or  convicts, 79  50 

•68,051  83 

Cash  on  band, ^,366  46 

Bacetved  ftom  contraetoia, 38,934  70 

Ttoaamy, 30,000  00 

$79,301  16 

fWdoat, 68,051  83 

Dm,  September  30, 1839 94,948  33 


(as  JwUttWnW'  MJeBOW^tUOKM^ 

ike  rmremib»g8eplmiSer»f  1839. 

blacksmith  and  lock  shop,  95,369  38 

atone  shops......... 99,691  53 

ahoemakeia*  shop, 3,159  85 

coopers' ^bop, 496  50 

dock  iDfs  void, 134  44 

rent  ofhonso  and  fkrm 167  00 

938,934  70 
KOBSBT  WILTSS,   AgmiU 


UuPhe^i 

Prison  reapectfuUy  reports. 

That  the  propcntion  of  sick  has  been  greater 
during  the  last  than  any  preceding  year. 
Diarrhosa,  and  other  derangements  of  Che  difrA- 
Ive  organs,  hare  been  the  prevailing  disordeis  <^ 
tbe  institution :  those  complaints  were  hrrr- 
tofore  prevalent  during  tbe  summer  montlw, 
but  for  tbe  past  year,  have  occurred  with  almost 
equal  flrequeney  at  an  seasons :  together  with 
those  diseases,  Qrphus  fever  was  preralenl  dur- 
ing the  months  or  October  and  December ;  and 
during  the  month  of  November,  nearly  all  the 
inmates  of  the  Prison  were  infected  with  ia- 
flneaza.  In  February,  about  forty  of  :be  con- 
victs were  attacked  with  measles.  They  bad 
this  compleinf  In  its  worst  form.  All,  however, 
ultimately  recovered. 

The  malignant  cholera  prevailed  here  dortaf 
the  months  of  July  and  August,  having  hcea 
preceded  by  diarrhoea  and  the  common  ^<riera 
morbus.  The  first  case  occurred  on  the  17tb  of 
July,  and  the  last  on  the  4th  of  September. 
Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  convicts  to(4; 
the  extreme  symptoms  of  this  disease,  fnm 
which  one  hundred  and  three  died  ;  and  nearly 
all  the  remaining  Inmates  had  the  premonitofy 
symptoms,  or  first  stage  of  the  disease.  There 
Mve  been  (brty-two  deaths  during  the  year  from 
other  diseases,  viz.  ftom  fevers,  six ;  consump- 
tion, twefve;  dysentery,  four ;  dropsy,  eleven  ; 
chronic  diarrhoea,  four;  accidental  i^ary, 
two  ;  rapture  of  a  blood-vessel,  one;  syphilitic 
ulcen,  one ;  seroAila,  one. 

The  fatal  termination  of  many  of  those  rasrs 
was  no  doubt  hastened  by  the  prevafling  epi- 
demic. 

The  general  state  of  health  here  at  nreaent  is 
extremely  good :  only  seven  persons  mun  sick- 
ness are  confined  to  the  hospital. 

A.  KISSAM  HOFFHAN. 

JWraat  PImssmI  SUUt  PrisoHy  \ 
8eptmnber30th,  1832.       ( 


(G.  ) 

Report  of  the  Chetptam, 

To  fkt  Iiupeetsra  qf  StaU  Priaen  at 

During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  mani- 
fest improvement  in  the  moial  condition  of  the 
Prison.  The  number  of  thoae  who  give  rvidencr 
of  radical  reformation  greatly  nernds  that  of  any 
previoua  time  when  1  have  been  called  apoo 
to  nrnke  my  report.    It  would  perhaps  be  ta- 

Satltude  to  God,  disregard  to  the  claims  and 
terests  of  community,  and  injustice  to  thw 
institution,  were^I  to  withhold  such  a  peblic 
acknowledgment.  Besides  these,  there  are  stU 
a  greater  number,  who  are  deeply  impressed  ia 
view  of  their  past  lives,  and  present  onforgivm 
state.  The  means  and  coone  of  dutiaa  which 
I  have  pursued,  are  esaentlally  tte  aaaae  ss 
apedfled  In  a  former  report. 

Our  Sunday  school,  being  intemqiCed  nnd  de- 
ranged by  the  introduction  of  the  cMwa,  hss 
not  sinca  been  revived,  hot  will  be,  H  is  hoped, 
at  the  opening  of  the  coming  season.  It  is  re- 
garded as  hi^ly  uaaAil,  especially  to  a  eertaia 
^;|asf  of  these  men. 

While,  in  the  Hghtaona  providenoe  of  God, 
;  wo  have  shared  hurgelv  in  this  awAil  and  Ctfal 
epidemic,  which  has  filled  onr  connlry  and  lbs 
world  with  so  much  alarm,  neveitheleaa,  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  this  tiyinf  enlaoiqr 
haa  not  baaikwttlMnitbaaflaelal,^ 


87 
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in  mmny  Inptaacaa,  towarda  thoae  wbo  have 
•unrived.  In  iny  utoremiraa  witb  tbe  men,  I 
h:^ve  frHquRiitly  found  that  impremiona  were 
Chen  Bvatle  whkcli  were  deep  aua  laactof .  One 
wna  taken  ttnm  tbe  number  of  keepen,  and 
olliera  euObied  an  attack ;  while  the  nioitality 
among  the  convicts  arooonCed  to  about  oiu  tem- 
drtd.  To  you,  who  witaeaaed  the  acene,  it  ia 
unneeanary  for  me  to  ray  that  it  was  well  cal- 
culated to  electrify  the  i\*hole  body,  chained 
luf^ether  by  tbe  iiecuUarity  of  their  condition, 
with  tbe  most  FaoPovfiD  solkmttitt  aro  awb. 
During  this  tine,  tbe  chapel  being  occupied  as 
an  huB(Mtai,  tbe  men  were  asaeuibled  in  maas 
snore  frequently  than  ordinary  in  the  open  air, 
where  the  appropriate  exercises  of  religion  were 
perfomed,  and  where  such  communications 
were  made  concerning  the  threatening  disease, 
and  such  precautions  racoaimended,  as  were 
deemed  proper  and  necessary  to  their  welfare. 
And  among  those  who  were  seised  and  proa* 
tmted  in  tbe  various  staf^ea  of  the  disease,  I 
waa  present  as  much  and  as  often  aa  duty  and 
vaefulnevs  seemed  to  require.  Alarm  waa  be- 
low tbe  sensation  pnoduced  In  my  mind  by  this 
acene.  I  waa  maae  acquainted  with  the  last 
desires  and  impressions  of  some,  their  hopes, 
and  their  rxAat,  to  whom  I  could  but  drop  a 
word  ;  and  in  the  midst  of  so  much  either  per- 
soiui  agitation  or  torpor^  or  deaik^  and  t\wgtn»nl 
confusion  necessarily  incidental  to  such  a  state 
of  things,  though  religious  exercises  were  some- 
times attempted,  there  was  little  opportunity 
of  communicating,  and  as  little  for  receiving  or 
Improving.  It  sbsmbo  but  a  timb  roa  dtiro. 
And  I  felt  that  the  most  to  be  done  at  this  crisis 
was  to  remind  them  of  paat  Instructions,  and 
of  that  almighty  and  compassionate  Redeemer 
to  whom  they  luul  so  often  been  directed,  and 
wbo  alone  bad  power  to  forgive  sin.  Some  died 
In  the  triumphs  of  faith,  who,  in  health,  had 
evinced  a  radical  changeof  character,  and  some 
aeemcd  to  obtain  peace  even  at  the  twelfth  hour. 

Tho  result  of  the  effort  made  to  ascertain 
what  part  intemperamce  lias  borne  in  the  com- 
niiaaion  of  crime  is,  that  about  fowrseventJu  of 
The  men  were  in  the  habit  of  intoxication  before 
convicted,  and  that  about  one  third  of  this  num- 
ber were  actually  intoxicated  when  they  com- 
mitted the  crimes  for  which  they  were  con- 
victed. 

I  have  reeentlv  attempted  to  ascertain  tbe 
amount  of  education  severally  enjoyed  by  these 
men ;  and  although  the  Investigation  is  not 
completed,  yet,  aa  far  as  I  have  gone,  the  result 
is,  that  about  nx^  per  cent,  have  been  taught 
reading,  writing^  and  many  of  them  some- 
thing of  arithmetic ;  tender  cent,  reading  only  : 
twmlf  D«r  cent,  sent  to  scnool,  but  never  teamed 
to  read:  fimrptr  c«nL  never  to  school ;  five  per 
cent,  eancation  more  than  common  ;  and  one 
per  cent,  about  first  rate,  in  some  Instances  /ifr- 
trel.  Some  men  have  gone  out  into  the  world, 
and  exemplified,  during  the  past  year,  their  ref- 
ormation by  a  well-ordered  deportment :  and 
I  regret  that,  fh>m  the  wide  and  distant  olsper- 
sion  of  these  men,  there  is  so  much  difficulty 
in  comingat  tbefr  ftitnre  history.  A  plan,  how- 
ever, might  be  devised,  which  would  In  a  great 
measure  meet  the  difficulty,  and  by  which  this. 
In  my  view,  moat  desirable  end  miglit  be  at- 
tained. It  wfil  reqnlre  some  little  expense  of 
postage,  but  no  inconsiderable  trouble. 

The  more  I  am  conversant  with  the  opera^ 
tions  and  designs  of  Prison  confinement,  tbe 
more  I  am  confirmed  in  the  belief  that  a  kumanei 
Ikettgkfirm  and  rigid  Priaen  diet^line^  so  tv  from 
operating  against  tbe  happy  tendencies  of  the 
fospel,  will  serve  aa  a  handmaid  and  assistant 
to  it.  Where  morel  Mlusaee  and  tbe  dir<«eff  op- 
we  mnde  to  bear  a  coospictiDtta 


pan  aa  eaaaBtlally  imni—ry  tai  bmnUlaf 
reforming  tbeaa  men,  tbe  ayatem  la  nsrvsd  i 


dtoclplioe  is  aided,' strengtbenad,  and 
fled,  aa  it  wore,  thereby,  and  the  whole  mncM* 
nery  will  co-operate,  and  move  on  noat  hmwe 
fiioudjif  impreaneel§y  and,  under  God,  witb  eeeai^ 
teg  tfitU  Upon  the  conaclencea  and  conduct  of 
these  men. 

JONATHAN  DICK£R80N, 

Smg-Smgt  December  90, 1838. 


K. 

Amnud  Report  of  the  Managers  oftke  Hoem 
of  Refiige  m  New  York, 

It  ia  a  duty  ei^oined  on  the  manafars  to  pi»» 
aent  an  annual  report,  aa  to  the  condition  and 
success  of  tbe  House  of  Raflifa. 

Tbe  public  is  already  lo  possaasloa  of  tht 
information  aa  to  tbe  plan  and  dlacipUna  adopiad 
in  the  management  at  the  InatitnUon }  add  b«t 
little  can  be  added  to  the  stataoianta  mndn  hi 
the  preceding  annual  reports. 

Each  year  baa  Increaaad  the  etrnfldence  and 
effi>rts  of  the  friends  of  the  Reftifs.  With  n 
solicitude  of  no  common  kind,  they  have  wi^ 
nessed  the  surprising  succeaa  of  this  hnmnan 
enterpriae. 

No  one  can  nndervalne  tbe  many  charitaHn 
societies,  public  and  private,  eatablisbed  for 
the  relief  of  poverty  and  sickness.  Our  city  In 
pre-eminently  distinguished  for  the  libeiwitif 
of  its  cltixens.  Tbe  public  colfcrs  are  necen- 
sarily  opened  to  the  claims  of  thousanda  of 
paupers  J  and  private  beneficence,  in  varlona 
ways,  is  constantly  exerted  In  behalf  of  the  un- 
fortunate. Such  expenditarea,  when  properly 
applied,  It  la  tbe  duty,  aa  It  is  the  bapplneas,  or 
all  to  approve. 

To  feed  the  poor  and  clothe  tbe  naked.  In  tht 
literal  sense.  Is  an  Injunction  of  religion,  which, 
in  this  great  and  prosperooa  city,  baa  been 
amply  observed. 

To  comply  with  this  divine  Injunction  in  a 
ftiller  sense ;  In  supplying  tbe  moral  aa  well  na 
physical  wanta  of  our  fellow  creaturea  j  In  ra- 
deeming  from  moral  pollution;  to  give  light 
and  tbe  meana  of  hnpirineaa, — tbe  fiooao  of 
Refuge  waa  eatablisbea. 

How  (br  tbe  expectatlona  of  its  frienda  bntn 
been  realised,  tbe  following  ebeerratlons,  and 
the  statistical  accoanta  hereto  anwnded,  will 
show. 

The  annexed  statement,  containing  a  brfof 
biotory  of  some  of  tbe  subjects  of  the  Hoaot, 
together  witb  the  testimony  of  the  maaten.  an 
to  their  conduct  after  leaving  the  InatttuthMy 
will  be  read  with  interesL 

Abandoned  at  an  eariy  age  by  their  natnitl 
proteetora,  and  misled  by  bad  example,  thn 
reformation  and  happy  aettlement  In  Wvo  of 
many  of  these  are  faithftilly  recorded  by  tht 
superintendent  of  tbe  BeAige. 

No  better  araument  can  be  given  In  Aivor 
of  this  institution,  than  the  reaulta  thua  prn> 
aented.  No  aayliim  baa  yet  been  devlaea  mo 
tieneflcent,  so  efficient,  so  nearly  aecompllahlnf 
the  perfection  of  Penitentiary  ^ans. 

The  Refbte  is  a  Priaon  •,  and  yet,  with  the 
necessary  piivatlona  and  checks  of  a  place  of 
confinement,  it  haa  none  of  tbe  terror,  the  poP 
lutlou.  the  narshness,  which  too  often  bronk 
tbe  spirit,  without  softening  the  heart. 

Any  one  who  baa  visited  the  InatltatkA 
during  the  week,  must  have  observed  the 
cheerfulness,  the  alacrity  and  attention  maal- 
fealed  by  the  boya  In  the  aeveral  worfc'flhopa. 


PRISON  BUdFLUIB  SOOUTT. 


TUi,  iB  a  cifUB  dtfna,  Is  tiM  nMtt  of  dl*. 
fllfHaa }  bat  H  alio  afiaw  dumb  •  prlodple  coa- 
■may  tncatoitad,  tint  obedience  and  indoitfjr 
an  nmiiMiry  to  make  good  boyagood  bwb  aad 
BaalU  eltizena. 

Tbeezperimeat  baa  pioved  boir  easjr  to  !■,  by 
franer  dfaelpllne,  to  Implaat  princlplea  of  ▼tniie 
BBil  babitt  of  indaatiy.  wbere  tbe  Tileat  and 
Biekadeat  aaaoelationa  aave  pra-oecopied  tbe 
Bdad. 

Tbla  enconragement,  tbe  maBagert  acknovrl- 
edge  with  graat  aaiMbctlon,  baa  enabled  tbem 
to  peraeveie  ttrennoaitly  to  ealarge  tbe  neana 
af  lueftilneM  wblcb  tbla  PenhenUary  for  youtb 
haa  ao  amply  Ainiiabed. 

Tbere  la  raaaoa  lo  hellaTe  tbat,  in  a  few  yean, 
Hooaea  of  Refliaa  wlU  be  eatabllabed  tbrourii- 
oBt  tbe  United  Statea,  aa  well  aa  la  tbe  citlea 
of  Europe,  aa  tbe  moat  bumaae  and  eflcient 
plBB  by  wbieh  oUbneea  may  be  eTentually  les- 
aabed,  State  Priaona  rendered  eompamtively 
BQneceMary,  and  tbe  code  of  penal  lawa,  ao 
bideoua^in  amne  of  ita  anaetmenta,  leaa  levolt- 


Ibc  to  biimanity. 
Tl    ~ 


*be  French  fOTemnient,  during  the  laat  year, 
two  intelligent  commlagionera  employed 
to  obtain  information  aa  to  Prison  diaelpline  In 
tbe  United  Statea.  Tbe  plant  of  the  [loute  of 
Aefbge  at  New  York,  Boston,  and  Philadelphia, 
were  deemed  by  them  worthy  of  great  (.jnsid- 
MBtkm. 

It  is  lemarkable  that,  as  yet,  no  Hoasea  of 
KafVige,  npon  tbe  plan  adopted  In  tbe  United 
States,  have  been  established  In  Great  Britain. 
Tbe  Britiah  goiremment  baa  manifested  a 
landable  desire  to  obtain  information  as  to  the 
improTementa  in  tbe  Penitentiary  syitem.  Bat 
Bothing  has  been  done  for  the  many  thonaands 
of  vagrant,  depraved  or  abandoned  youth, 
thronging  the  Prisons  and  atreeta  of  the  me- 
tropolis. It  may  also  be  stated,  however,  in 
conclusion  with  this,  that,  during  tbe  last  sun- 
Bier,  the  Uoaie  of  ReAige  waa  visited  by  eom- 
Biiwiooers  appointed  by  tbe  Provincial  rarlia- 
meut  of  Upper  Canada.  The  reioit  of  their 
obeervation  has  been  ao  fkvomMe,  aa  to  induce 
a  belief  tbat  a  similar  institution  will  be  eatab- 
llabed in  that  growing  province. 

Houses  of  ReAige,  to  simple  in  their  govern- 
nent,  so  effectual  in  their  happy  inflnence.  ao 
well  tested  by  experience  In  the  three  principal 
citlea  of  tbe  United  Statea,  appear  to  be  still 
overlooked  in  the  attempt  to  grasp  at  more  com- 
plez  moral  machinery. 

The  House  of  Reftige  in  the  city  of  New 
York  was  established  as  a  Prison  for  delinquent 
yoBtb  i  and  tbe  managers  do  not  wish  to  eon- 
alder  it  otherwise  than  as  aplace  of  punishment, 
ao  far  as  necessary  restnuit  may  be  required. 
Bat  with  aucb  sentimeata,  and  a  course  of  con- 
duct by  tbe  superintendent,  strictiv  enforcina 
Knishment  for  transgression,  the  inmates  of 
» house  consider  it  rather  aa  a  school,  and 
work-ahop,  where  Ibey  are  prepared  for  the 
•otive  puraaita  of  life,  and  from  which  they 
Biay  carry  with  them  good  priadplee,  and  a 
aartilicate  of  good  cbaiacter. 

By  a  referanee  to  the  history  of  many  ct  tbe 
lada,  and  the  lettera  ftom  tbe  persons  to  whom 
•Ibey  have  been  apprentleed,  this  belief  Is  fully 
Brarranted.  Formerly,  many  applicationa  for 
■ppfajaticea  were  made  to  the  commissioners 
or  tbe  Alma-HoBae.  Tbe  children  obtained 
ftom  tbence  ware  oonaidared  as  ftae  from  any 
clmrge  of  delinqaeney. 

Previooa  to  the  estaNlahmeBt  af  tbe  Hoaae 
•f  ReAige,  boya  between  the  age  of  len  or 
twelve  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  were 
•OBunltted  to  Bridanrell  for  petty  oflbneee,  and 
BiaBy  of  whom  wen,  equally  with  tbe  children 
af  panpers,  aabject  to  the  control  of  the  com- 


of  tha 
vtlafly  BBflt  for  tbe 
apectaUe  Bmater. 

Tbe  commiaaloaera,  aa  wdl  as 
lag  aa  apprentice,  not  kmc  afasee  woald  haw 
eoaaideved  it  a  bopeleas  taak,  bad  boya  of  the 
latter  description  been  bonad  oat  aritb  aa/ 
axpectatioa  of  making  naeftil  eltia^M. 

Thoa  we  wkaeased  fraqneat  im| 
in  Bridewell,  aad  aa  atlar  bopel 
reformation :  the  meaas  of  aaesdaseBt  w« 
probibiied  by  u^)aat  prejodlee:  praacribed  hy 
the  law  aad  pablle  opprabtiam,  anay  oafor^ 
tonate  yoath  were  doesaed  to  amsal  death , 

The  maaagers  are  happy  to  aay,  that,  by  tba 
good  providence  of  God,  tbe  aMftfsCralaa,  aa 
well  aa  the  cttlxeaa,  are  now  eaabled  to  cany 
iato  elfoet  a  better  systeai. 

Tbe  Honae  of  Rerage  is  looked  to  by  vaspee- 
table  peraoaa  la  varioaa  and  diataat  quanera  oT 
tbe  cooBtry,  as  a  place  wbevs  they  amy  obtain 
apprenticea  better  trained,  better  iaaifBcled, 
and  in  every  respect  better  qualified  tbaa  la 
aay  other  pablie  instltatioa.  Aad  tbeee  < 
tations  have  not  often  been  diaappointad. 

In  addition  to  tbe  letters  conulned  ia  f 
reporu,  tbe  letters  accompanying  Ihia 
evince  the  aatisfbction  of  many  who  bave'eb- 
tained  apprentices  at  tbe  Hoose  of  Rcfcps. 
Some,  who  have  served  oat  their  tteo  of 
prentlceship,  are  already  eatabllabed  aa 
aad  respectable  citiaens:  tbe  fotheia 
mothers  of  families:  viaita  have  la 
instanras  been  made  to  the  Hoaae  of  ReAifa 
by  some  of  these,  ivboee  grateful  ackaewled*- 
ments  have  beea  warmly  and  aiaoaraly  ex- 
pressed. 

Tbe  maaapera  are  very  dasirooa  to  Bxtead 
the  benefits  mus  flowing  fVom  this  InstltBtieB. 
By  the  bounty  of  tbe  state,  they  have  beea 
enabled  to  enlarge  Its  acfommodatloBa,  aad 
the  means  at  their  disposal  are  aulBeieat  tn 
provide  Ibr  at  least  one  bandied  aad  flU^  ad- 
ditional children. 

It  was  aoppoaed  that  the  act  of  tbe  legialstttre 
of  18Q6.  whereby  cbildraa  convicted  of  UBn> 
inal  oilences  in  the  other  citiee  and  ooaatiaa 
of  the  state,  might  be  aeat  to  tbe  Hoaae  of 
ReAifs  in  tbe  city  of  New  York,  woald  furalab 
a* greater  number  tbaa  has  actually  beea  re- 
ceived. 

In  tbe  belief  that  the  Uoasa  of  ReAtRe  would 
have  ample  accomroodationa  at  all  tinea  far 
children  within  tbe  proviaiona  of  tbe  laat  aaea- 
tioned  law,  the  managers  not  loBg  afaice  ap- 
plied to  the  commissioners  of  tbe  Alma-Hoiaae, 
to  obtain  a  greater  number  of  vagraal  cbiMfaa 
to  be  placed  under  the  diaelpline  of  the  Hoom 
of  Refuge.  Tbe  streeu  of  tbe  city,  and  otWr 
public  placea,  preeented  conatantly  to  the  ob- 
ssrvation  of  tbe  citliena  many  cbildiaa  who 
were  obvioualy  proper  subjects.  Indeed  It 
found  tbat  many  children  of  this 
arrested  as  vagranta,  iiad  been  aent  to  tha , 
Hoaae  as  paupeia. 

Under  tJieee  circumataaeea,  a  eotaaittee  of 
the  managers  appointed  tor  that  parpoee,  called 
the  attention  of  the  eommiasieneia  to  the  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  to  extending  tbe  bearflts  of 
tbe  House  of  Reftipe.  Since  that  commoal- 
cation.  verr  f^^  ebildrsa  have  baaa  raealvad 
from  the  oommiesioners. 

The  following  ia  tbe  oommaalealioa  lalhned 
to,  aad  It  la  givea  to  the  paUk : — 

«  7>  as  GransiMMasrt  nf  tkt  Mm»-Mmm  ^  As 

O^^JWwrsrii 

**  Gaatlemea— The  nMnagers  of  tha  Hoaae  af 
Refofs  of  the  dty  of  New  York,  la  tbe  dis- 
charge of  duty,  bog  leave  lo  aak  year  atieatioa 
to  the  eoBslderatloB  of  tbe  asaoara  hereia 
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cmted,  with  th«  expactitlMi  thtt.  on  •  dlipw- 
iooate  view  of  tbe  caie,  70a  wul  bo  dUipoMd 
9t  exert  your  Inflaence  ia  oztendlBf  the  boanty 
i€  tlie  stmto  to  man j  intooded  to  m  ombneed 
vlcliin  the  proviaioiu  of  tbe  tow  ineoiporaUng 
be  House  of  ReAige. 

'^^  1 .  Hundreds  of  children,  in  thf  city  of  New 
fork,  are  liable  to  be  taken  np,  and  committed 
us  vmKrants,  by  the  aachortty  of  the  police 
nagUrtratee,  or  of  the  eoramiesionen  of  the 
\Im0-IIooae  and  Bridewell. 

**  fS.  The  House  of  ReAige  has  ample  means, 
>uth  as  to  fUnds  and  the  arranaement  of  the 
[louffe,  to  receite  one  hundred  and  fifty  ad- 
liiional  inmates ;  to  educate  them  in  the  ordi- 
nary branches }  to  prepare  them  for  honest  and 
indaatrious  pursuits,  and  to  make  them  good 
citixens,  by  placing  them  under  the  direction 
oT  respe«tslrte  people,  in  Tarioos  parts  of  the 
coantfy. 

"  3.  Tbe  public  good  requires  that  a  strenuous 
efTort  should  be  made  to  reclaim  and  proiride 
tor  these  objects  of  destitution ;  and  the  duty 

rrescribed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Alms- 
loose,  as  weH  as  the  managers  of  the  House 
of  Rerage,  by  the  law  of  the  state,  is  clearly 
such^  that,  while  it  li  incumbent  on  the  one  to 
fumish  auqects,  It  is  no  less  the  duty  of  the 
ptfaer  to  rqceire  them  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  law. 

'*  4.  Tbe  authority  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
AlQis-House  is  the  most  effective  and  enlarged 
of  our  local  tribunals,  In  reference  to  the  powem 
conferred  in  the  act  incorporating  the  House 
of  RefUae ;  not  so  much  by  the  letter  of  tbe 
law  itself,  as  by  the  actual  proceedings  by  the 
police  magiitrates,  the  construction  they  hare 
given  to  the  duties  of  this  ofAce,  as  well  as  by 
the  efficient  aid  heretofore  given  by  the  com- 
miasionerv  of  tlie  Alms-House  themselves. 

*'  5.  These  advantages  to  the  public,  and  duty 
to  the  state,  have  been  unfortunately  obstructed 
by  some  mucoacoption  on  the  one  side  or  the 
other ;  and  with  a  view  to  enable  commiMleoers 
of  the  Alms-Hoose  to  act  adviiedly  and  Judi- 
ciously under  theiHovlsions  of  the  tow,  the 
managers  of  the  House  of  ReAige  respeafUlly 
wbmlt  the  following  propositions:— 

*<  U  That  all  chiliueB  taken  up  or  committed 
as  vagrants  by  the  commissionera  of  the  Alms- 
Hoose,  and  received  into  the  House  of  Refuge, 
shall  be  held  subject  to  the  discretionary  power 
of  tlie  managers,  as  to  their  discharge  on  the 
application  ^  parents  or  others. 

^^  3.  That  in  any  case  where  the  commission- 
ers, after  having  committed  a  child  as  a  vagrant, 
shall  think  proper  to  apply  to  the  managers  to 
discharge  such  child,  on  the  ground  of  mituke, 
or  for  any  other  cause,  the  managera  shall  forth- 
with give  such  application  immediate  consid- 
eration ;  and  if,  on  examining  the  truth  of  the 
allevoions,  it  is  proper  such  discharge  shall  be 
granted,  such  child  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the 
agent  of  the  commissioners. 

^'3.  Incases  where  children  are  bound  out, 
tbe  managers  of  the  House  of  Reftige  are  not 
to  be  required  to  interfere  between  the  master 
and  apprentice :  in  all  such  cases,  tlie  parties 
complamini  are  to  toke  such  measures  as  they 
nay  be  entitled  to  take,  according  to  law.*' 

The  managera  deplore  that  a  diflbreace  of 
opiaion  exists  as  to  ue  powere  or  duties  of  the 
coismissionera,  thus  limitlac  the  benefits  of  the 
HoQje  of  Reftige.  Every  enbrt  has  been  made 
to  produce  a  proper  understanding  on  tbe  sub- 
ject ;  and  if  the  managers  of  the  House  of 
Seflite  have  discharged  their  doty,  which  they 
confidently  believe,  it  will  be  for  othera  to 
tbow,  that  if  a  noble  charier  has  been  partiaHy 
tkwaitad  in  its  eiforts,  the  fault  to  aot  thein. 


The  managers  have  the  addmonal  pleasaaa 
of  stating,  that,  in  the  eourre  of  the  ensuing 
year,  accommooations  will  in  all  piobabUity  ba 
provided  for  colored  children. 

The  claims  of  this  porticm  of  our  poputatloB 
were,  ttom  the  first,  felt  and  acknowledged ; 
but  as  the  House  of  Refhge  was  repuided  in  tha 
outset  as  an  experiment  with  a  reliance  on 
Individual  contributions,  and  limited  in  ita 
means  and  accommodatlmis,  its  operations  were 
necessarily  restricted. 

The  House  of  Refuge  being  now  regarded  at 
an  institution  of  general  benefit,  and.  In  the 
language  of  the  late  Govemcu'  Clinton,  the  beat 
Penitentiary  devised  by  the  wit  of  man,  with 
adequate  means,  and  tbe  confidence  of  en- 
lightened men,  the  managera  now  feel  the 
OMi^ion  of  extending  its  influence  to  all  com- 
plexions of  the  human  family. 

Tbe  number  of  destitute  and  vagrant  colored 
children  in  the  city  of  New  York  is  very  great ; 
the  same  evils  exist  with  respect  to  them  which 
existed  previous  to  the  organization  of  thto 
charity  as  to  the  children  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion. 

They  form  a  class  dalming  our  warmest 
sympathy :  in  addition  to  the  {Hrejudices  arising 
from  color,  they  are  aroscribed  as  thieves  or 
vagraau,  too  young,  in  many  instances,  to  be 
punished  beyond  the  mere  confinement  for  a 
week  or  two  in  Bridewell,  previous  to  the 
sitting  of  tht;  court,  and  alreadv  too  old  in 
habits  of  vice  to  be  reformed  In  the  Aims- 
House. 

Thus,  hi  respect  to  such,  we  find  an  indto- 
criminate  mixture  of  old  and  young  oflbnders, 
herded  together  for  tbe  adJudlcaUoa  of  the 
magistrate,  with  every  opportunity  of  becoming 
more  obdurate  In  the  eommisiion  of  crime. 

To  accomplisb  a  change  in  this  srstem  has 
been  earaestly  desired  by  many  or  our  clti- 
aens ;  and  the  managen  are  happy  to  have  it 
in  their  power  to  state,  that  their  views  npon 
this  subject  have  been  promptly  seconded  by 
that  old  and  respectable  institution,  the  New 
York  Ifanumiasion  Soetety,  flrom  whose  (tanda 
very  efllcient  pecuniary  asustance  will  proba- 
Uy  be  derived. 

The  managera  of  the  Reftige  feel  great  con- 
fidence that  means  will  not  be  wanting  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  execution  of  the  design  early  in 
the  easuing  spring,  provided  their  efforts  shall 
be  so  flur  seconded  by  the  corporation  of  the 
city,  as  to  allow  them  the  necessary  ground 
for  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings,  and  a 
moderate  approprtotion  from  the  city  treasuiy. 

We  have  reason  to  be  irateAil  for  the  unusual 
health  of  tbe  House.  During  the  prevalence 
of  the  cholera,  bat  two  deaths  occurred.  I'he 
reault  appears  to  he  very  conclusive  in  favoi 
of  tbe  doctrine  that  temperance  and  reaolari^ 
are  tbe  best  safeguards  against  this  disease. 
The  professioaal  genllemen  by  whom  the 
Refuge  was  attended  durtogthe  pestilence,  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  public  for  their  un- 
remitting attentfen,  and  to  its  confidence  for 
their  successful  treatment. 

Annexed  to  a  statement  ftimtohed  by  the 
kindness  of  Dr.  Stearns,  which  shows  the 
comparative  mortality  in  the  several  hospitals 
and  public  institutions,  during  the  time  spe- 
cified. 

That  there  should.be  hut  two  deaths  in  the 
House  of  KeAiie,  while,  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
i^,  death  stalked  with  fearful  ravages,  to  in- 
deed a  cause  of  wonder  and  acknowledgment. 

It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  during  the 
last  year,  scarcely  any  sickness  has  extoted 
from  fever  and  ague. 

Thto  exemption  to  supposed  to  be  occasioned 
by  testraiaiag  the  subjects  of  the  House  Iroa 
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•zpoflon  to  the  dewi  of  the  moming  and 
evening. 

The  ndbr  of  rising  ia  made  later  than  at  lint, 
with  no  inconvenience  to  the  general  economy 
of  the  Hoaee.  This  change  has  happily  relieved 
us  from  an  apprehension  that  the  local  situSr- 
clon  pf  the  establishment  had  beeh  unfortunate. 
In  further  Illustration  of  this  part  of  the  report, 
we  refer  to  the  following  details  furnished  by 
Dr.  Steams. 

The  managers  would  be  doing  great  injustice 
to  the  ladies' committee,  who  have  so  long  and 
Ikithfuliy  visited  the  female  department  of  the 
House,  if  they  did  not  particularly  acknowl- 
•dce  the  groat  benefit  derived  from  their  so- 
licitude and  attention. 

The  number  of  females  committed  to  the 
House  of  Refuge,  has  always  been  much  less 
than  that  of  the  males.  This  of  course  was  to 
be  expected.  But  with  proper  allowance  it  is 
■till  a  matter  of  regret,  that  a  greater  number 
of  females,  whose  condition  would  entitle  them 
to  the  benefits  of  this  charity,  has  not  been 
teceived. 

There  are  instances  in  the  female  department, 
undoubtedly,  where  the  best  efforts  have 
proved  unavailing  to  produce  an  ^amendment 
In  life. 

Many  persons  are  apt  to  undervalue  the 
•fibrts  in  behalf  of  unfortunate  and  depraved 
females.  They  have  been  too  long  unjustly 
and  cruelly  doomed  to  a  moral  death  by  the 
prejudices  of  society.  The  victim  of  seduction 
nas,  in  many  cases,  been  considered,  by  benevo- 
lent persons,  as  more  irreclaimable  and  hard- 
ened in  guilt,  than  the  lad  whose  thefts  and 
vices  hnve  carried  him  to  a  Bridewell. 

Such  opinions  are  certainly  unfounded  :  the 
many  instances  of  happy  reformation,  of  uni- 
form good  conduct,  of  exemplary  deportment, 
which  the  records  of  the  House  of  Refuge  can 
Airnisb,  are,  or  ought  to  be,  a  proof  of  ttiis. 

We  refer  to  the  report  of  the  ladies'  com- 
mittee, and  to  their  confidence  in  the  benign 
cflbcta  of  the  system  adopted,  without  farther 
nmarlts  on  this  subject. 

It  has  been  suted  that  much  good  had  been 
efftcted  by  awakening  the  motive  for  good 
conduct,  in  the  reward  of  becoming  good  citi- 
lans  ano  useful  men.  To  produce  thu  motive, 
Co  carry  it  out  effectually,  to  make  it  the  ani- 
mating and  controlling  brincii^e  of  conduct, 
must  require  a  skilful  and  practised  discipline. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that,  during  the  last  six 
years,  essential  aid  has  been  rendered  in  this 
reepect  by  our  worthy  superintendent,  Mr.  N. 
O.  Hart.  Long,  very  long,  will  he  be  remem- 
bered by  the  many  excellent  lads,  whose  habits 
have  been  reformed,  and  whose  minds  im- 
•roved,  by  his  immediate  care,  kindness  and 
Cairlstlao  charity. 

The  halls  of  legislation,  the  tribunals  of  Jus- 
tice, the  marts  of  commercial  enterprise,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  events,  may  yet  be  indebted 
to  the  House  of  Refuge  ior  bn^t  examples  of 
talent  and  virtue. 

And  while  we  advert  to  this  moral  influence 
thus  exerted,  and  the  motive  thus  brought  into 
■Bccessftil  operation,  we  do  not  mean  to  pass 
over  the  enforcement  of  the  higher  and  holier 
aanae  of  du^  to  Osd. 

Tte  exhibition  of  neaily  two  hundred  chil- 
4reB.  employed  in  the  varioas  departments  of 
the  HouA,  all  cheerful  and  happy  in  their  avoca- 
tions. Is  most  gratifying  to  the  benevolent  mind. 

But  it  is  in  the  scjiool  and  In  the  chapel 
where  exertions  of  Christian  sympathy  will  be 
fhllv  felt. 

NO  child  la  boond  oot  until  after  a  aufBcient 
knowledge  haa  been  obtained  In  the  ordiaaiy 


The  achool  haa  been  wcceaafldly 
and  the  managers  have  leaaon  to  bo 
with  the  exertions  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Irving,  and 
Mr.  Wood,  his  assistant.  In  this  department. 
A  statement  connected  with  the  detilla  of  tbo 
school,  accompanied  with  reaaarka  by  tlie 
teachers,  ia  annexed. 

The  religious  exeidaea  of  the  Sabbath  an 
conducted  with  order  and  proprietr.  The 
managers  have  been  anziooa  to  gnard  nfainsl 
any  preference  as  to  religioos  opinions,  while 
they  left  It  to  the  discretion  of  any  Cbrtetian 
minister  who  mig^t  ofllciate,  as  to  the  observ- 
ance of  his  own  peculiar  forms.  It  has  been 
understood,  that  the  enforcement  of  duty  to 
Ood,  in  obedience  to  his  holy  word  and  the 
precepts  of  Christian  charity,  was  the  moat  ae- 
ceptable  and  prodtabie  mode  of  rellgioas  ex- 
ercises. 

The  course  has  been,  for  several  yean,  le 
invite  clergymen  of  dilierent  denommatioos, 
to  officiate  alternately  at  the  Honae  of  Refbge 
on  the  Sabbath.  Thia  duty  has  been,  In  many 
instances,  cheerfhtly  complied  with :  hot  where 
it  has  occurred  that  other  enpgementa  pre- 
vented the  attendance  of  the  gentleman  ex- 
Eicted,  devoted  and  fhithfiil  minlatera  of  the 
ethodist  church  have  been  aJwnrs  readsrtoanp- 
plytiie  absence  of  those  of  other  denominationa. 

That  abiding  impreseions  of  rellgioas  dnty 
have  been  thus  made,  is  a  source  oi  great  sat* 
isfkction ;  that  such  impresslona  have  con- 
duced to  the  good  order  or  the  institution,  and 
influenced  the  conduct  of  many  of  the  youth 
after  having  left  it,  is  not  less  gratifying. 

To  perpetuate  such  happy  unpressiona,  the 
object  of  the  committee,  whose  doty  it  la  to 
decide  on  applicationa  for  apprentleea,  ban 
been  to  prefer  masters  whose  charadors  for 
good  temper  and  good  morals,  would  Insnre 
the  comfort  of  thoee  oommJtted  to  their 
charge. 

Annexed  Is  a  statement  of  the  naasber  of 
subjects  bound  out  during  the  year,  and  fd 
their  respective  employments. 


Suwtmary  Statement  ofthe  promment  DJumttt 
in  the  Hcftut  of  lUJuirttfntm  Ua  Coae- 
mmcewkentf  in  the  Year  l8S4f  to  tke  prtaetd 
Time, 

The  number  of  subjects  In  the  House  at  n 
time,  varies  from  one  hundred  and  ilfty  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty;  and  the  nomber 
received  In  one  year,  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  flfj^-four,  from  eight  to  ei^teea 
years  of  age. 

For  the  first  four  years  after  the  eetaMlab- 
ment  of  the  inatHution,  the  diseases  consisted 
chiefly  of  intermitting  and  remitting  fevers. 
Although  these  were  very  prevalent,  and  often 
marked  with  symptoms  of  severity,  they  inva- 
riably yielded  to  medical  treatment.  Daring 
this  period,  I  hnve  often  visited  from  five  to 
fifteen  cases  of  fever  In  a  day,  and  have  the 
satiafaction  to  state,  that  not  one  death  fVom 
fever,  and  only  five  fW»m  other  fanses,  have 
occurred  among  the  subjects,  since  that  Insti* 
tution  was  established.  As  this  unnaual  pesv' 
alenoe  of  fever  was  supposed  to  originate  flrom 
miasmata  and  the  humtdiiy  of  the  ■rmnaphfis. 
condensed  by  the  coolness  ofthe  night,  and 
therefore  rendered  more  deleterlooa,  a  regnla- 
tion  was  adopted  by  the  fecommendatkMi  of 
the  physicians,  to  defer  the  time  of  rising  la 
the  momina  at  least  half  an  boor,  till  the  sen 
had  exerted  Its  Infhienee  to  dnslpate  these 
causes  of  disease.  A  rapid  diminution  of  tfas 
of  ihver  racceoded  thla  change,  nnd  ant- 
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isfaetorlly  eonfirsMd  the  corrictaeN  of  tlM 

The  first  death  (hnt  occurred  in  the  House 
was  nn  the  22d  of  March,  18S8.  The  suis^ect 
was  a  boy  seventeen  years  of  afe,  who,  in  a  fit 
of  anger,  took  an  ounce  of  the  tfaicture  of  can- 
iharidea,  supposing  it  to  be  laudanum.  It  was 
soon  followed  with  con^'iflsions  of  the  most 
violent  kind,  which  aAer  a  few  days  left  him 
apparently  well.  He  now  had  a  presentiment 
that  be  should  die  on  the  succeedlna  Sunday  j 
and  with  that  idea  deeply  impressed  upon  Ma 
mind,  he  fervently  exhorted  his  associates  to 
refurm  their  lives.  His  convulsions  returned, 
and  lie  died  on  the  day  he  had  predicted.  His 
laflC  attack,  was  accompanied  with  the  follow- 
ing retnnrkable  symptom  :  During  the  inter- 
vals of  the  convulsions,  and  after  tliey  had 
irr a.sed,  while  be  was  in  a  state  of  perfect  in- 
Men^ibility,  and  volition  entirely  suspended, 
hie  limbs' would  retain,  for  any  length  of  time, 
the  same  position  in  which  they  were  placed 
by  any  person  present.  If  they  were  placed  In 
an  erect,  or  horizontal,  or  flexed  posture,  they 
remained  so,  perfectly  motionless. 

During  the  ume  that  the  ophthalmia  prevail- 
ed fxten«ively  in  the  Alms-House,  which  in- 
flicted total  blindness  upon  many  of  its  inmates, 
about  '253  cases  of  the  same  disease,  and  origi- 
nating from  the  same  source,  occurred  in  this 
institution.  Although  many  of  these  were  of 
a  highly  aggravated  character,  they  were  cured 
without  any  essential  injury  to  the  organs  of 
Tision. 

With  the  exception  of  ordinary  diseases,  no 
other  serions  malady  prevailed  to  any  i^eat 
extent,  till  the  18th  or  July  last,  when  that 
afflictive  scourge,  the  cholera  aspbyxia,  made 
its  first  appearance  in  the  House.  A  boy  four- 
teen years  of  age  was,  on  that  day,  attacked 
with  vomiting,  purging,  spasms,  and  finally 
with  those  symptoms  whteh  characteiize  the 
collapsed  stage  of  that  dreadful  disease.  Other 
cases  occurrml  in  such  quick  succession,  that, 
in  the  sliort  space  of  seventeen  days,  we  had 
forty-seven  cases  of  cholera^  with  Its  peculiar 
and  appalling  symptoms  distinctly  and  strongly 
marked,  fourteen  of  which  were  in  a  state  of 
^(dlapse ;  and  fifty-two  with  premonitory  symp- 
toms of  the  disease.  Two  of  these  only  proved 
CUal ;  one  of  which  had  passed  completely 
through  the  premonitory  and  collapsed  stagfss 
of  the  disease,  and  was  discharged  cured.  In 
a  few  dure,  he  was  returned  to  the  hospital  in 
a  stats  ox  confirmed  collapse,  and  died  in  nine 
hours.  His  second  attack  was  occasioned  by 
CBKing  raw  pursley. 

JOHN  STEARNS,  M.  D. 

A%»  York,  6th  February,  1833. 


A  Tabulur  View  of  the  ChcUraj  a$  rejwrted 
to  the  Medical  Couneilf  Ay  (he  Phyticians 
of  the  different  Hotpittu*. 

OrtatmiekHoMpUai,  By  Dr.  Roe.— Total  num- 
ber of  eases,  350;  cured,  904:  died,  146. 

Park  Hatpital.  By  Dr.  P.  C.  Tappan.— Total 
■umber  of  cases,  590  ;  cured,  312 ;  died,  S78. 

mviMgbn^SbnH  HogyitoL  By  Dr.  M.  Winet.— 
Total  number  of  cases,  410;  cared,  931 ;  died, 
170. 

CvrUer^a  H9A  HawfUaL  By  Dr.  B.  Akerly.— 
Total  number  of  cases,  981 ;  cured,  188 ;  died, 

BtOevue  JtufUal.  By  Dr.  Devan.— Total  nniB- 
ber  of  eases,  547 ;  cured,  939 :  died,  315. 

Houae  ^  Rifi^  Hospital,  By  Drs.  John 
Steams  and  Galen  Carter.— Total  namber  of 
99}  carad,97i  died, 9. 


Tlu  Society  for  tltt  ReformMon  of  JutenUe 
DeiinquenlSt  in  Accotmi  Current  vrith  (JUir^ 
neHut  Duboie,  TreoMurtr, 


Jannary  5, 1839, 4o  Jannaiy  1, 1833. 

To  balance  due  the  treasurer, ......»$! ,046  10 

To  cash,  clothing  for  the  children, . . .   1,753  79 

'*     "     provisions  and  groceries  for 

thechiidren, ;.  4,436  71 

"     "      furniture,  beds,  bedding,  <tc.      330  M 

«     («     coal,  wood,  oil,  stoves,  A^c.   1,895  II 

**     **     hard  and  soft  soap,  starch, 

A^c 194  89 

"  "  expense  of  outfits  for  boys  on 
whaling  and  sea  voyages, 
procuring  passagss,  A:c., 
itc 78  83 

«  ((  school  expenses,  books,  sta- 
tionery, &e.,  hospital  ex- 
penses, mediciue,  extra 
nurses  during  the  cholera, 
k.c 69884 

**  **  salaries  of  superintendent, 
assistants,  schoolmaster, 
matron,  <tc.. 3,319  77 

**     *'     premium       of     insurance 

againstflre, 79  63 

"  **  printing  annual  report,  ac- 
count books,  blank  books, 
postages,  ike. 195  30 

**  <'  R.  Emmet^legal  expenses 
in  suits  on  account  of  li- 
censes,« 300  00 

**  "  Isaned  N.  C.  Hart,  to  print 
lOOO'Coples  of  the  seven  aft- 
noal  reports  of  the  socle- 
^,  bound  in  one  volvme, 
published  for  his  own  ac- 
count and  benefit,.  ....>...     350  00 

"  <*  paid  subscription  for  one 
hundred  volumes  reports 
for  distribution, 90  00 

«  («  horse,  cow,  cart,  and  wagon, 
for  the  use  of  tlw  insti- 
tution,      845  94 

**  <<  additional  work-sbopa,  re- 
pairs, fences,  dee.....  .• . . .   1,419  46 

(i     ((     iMJance  carriea  down,. 1,998  50 

917,439  90 


Ca. 

Janoary  5, 1839,  to  Janwtfy  1, 1833. 

By  cash  received  for  the  labor  of  the 
children  in  the  dlfibrent 
work-shops,  per  contracts 
np  to  31st  December,  1831, 
paidinl839, $507  97 

"  "  received  for  the  labor  of 
tlM  children  in  the  dlflbr- 
ent  work-shops,  per  con- 
tracts up  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1839, 9,739  93 

**  '*  fhHn  marine  hospital  Aind, 
a  part  of  the  suiplus  funds 
ansing  (Vom  tax  upon  for- 
eign passengers, 8,000  00 

(c     (c     i^x  upon  tluee  theatres  fbr 

1839/- 1,500  00 

**  "  firom  corpcntion  of  city  of 
New  York,  firom  excise 

IVind 4,000  00 

*(     <«     donations,  interest,  dec...     609  00 

$17,439  90 

/sirasry  1, 1833.  ■ 

By  bilanee  broaiht  down ••$i;B9B  5C 
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L. 

Ripprt  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  CotauU  and 
A*aembbfj  on  the  Ereetiot^  of  a  neie  State 
Prison  f  in  New  Jersey, 

The  commlttae  to  whom  weie  referred  the 
Joint  resolutloiui  of  the  council  and  assembly, 
on  the  subject  of  the  erectioil  of  a  new  Peniten- 
tiarv,  report, 

Toot,  in  the  consideration  which,  in  the  recess 
of  the  session,  they  have  fiiven  to  the  several 
matters  committed  to  them  by  these  resoiutions, 
thev  have  been  animated  in  the  performance  of 
tltelr  duty  by  the  eariy  notice  which  they  re- 
ceived at  the  first  sitting ;  and  the  prompt  at- 
tention wliich  was  given  to  that  part  of  the  late 
governor's  message  relatins  thereto.  And  they 
cannot  avoid  eipreasing  the  additional  gratifi- 
cation which  they  Imve  received^  in  the  earnest 
and  aealous  response  of  ttie  public  sentiment  of 
•the  state,  to  these  movements  of  its  leglslRture. 

That  the  time  has  arrived  when  something 
must  be  done,  when  opinion  must  he  reduced 
to  practice,  and  New  Jersey  brought  to  some- 
tliing  like  an  equality  with  her  sister  states,  in 
the  adaptation  of  the  best  means  of  punishment 
to  ofi^enders  against  her  laws,  and  tiial  her  pres- 
ent (misnamed)  Penitentiary  is  a  standing  re- 
proach to  the  benevolence  and  enterprise  of  the 
state,  are  conceded  by  all  who  have  devoted  to 
this  subject  any  attention. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  entertained  by 
aome,  that  the  present  Prison  might,  by  altera- 
tions, repairs  and  additions,  be  made  to  answer 
all  necessary  purposes,  as  a  place  of  punish- 
ment,  your  committee  eaily  directed  their  in- 
quiries to  this  point :  and  a  little  observation  and 
reflection  satisfied  them  that  it  cannot  (without 
encountering  an  expense  greater  than  would  be 
required  in  Uie  erection  of  a  new  Penitentiary) 
be  made  to  answer  any  asefhl  purpose.  It  is 
an  incongruous  pUe,  without  order  or  arrange- 
ment, heaped  together  tkvm  time  to  time,  ac- 
cording to  various  and  conflicting  plans,  upon 
which  can  be  instituted  no  good  sytiem  of  Pen- 
itentiary discipline  ;  and  which,  If  continued, 
will  annually  present  not  only  a  comparative 
loss  ill  its  peenniary  aflhirs,  but  a  total  fkilure 
In  all  the  i^eat  purposes  of  human  punishment. 
There  is  one  fact  (though  heretofore  often  ex- 

I  tressed)  we  cannot  fail  to  repeat,  that  our  Prison, 
uKead  of  deterring  ftom  the  commission  of 
crime,  has  actually  invited  its  perpetrators  from 
other  states ;  and  that  the  number  of  our  con- 
victs is  constantly  increasing  ttom  this  cause. 

The  late  governor,  in  his  last  message,  states, 
*'  The  experience  of  another  year  satisfies  me 
of  the  truth  of  the  suggestion  I  bad  the  hon- 
or to  submit  to  the  legislature  at  their  last 
meeting,  that  the  sltnauon  of  our  Prison  was 
aneh  as  to  invite  to  the  commission  of  crime 
within  our  state.  Its  condition  is  well  known 
to  that  class  of  offenders  who  are  fluniliar  with 
punishments.  It  ofl^ers  to  them  all  the  allure- 
ments of  that  kind  of  society  which  they  have 
long  been  accustomed  to,  freed  Aomthe  re- 
■tnunta  to  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  sub> 
mit  in  other  places  of  confinement ;  and  at  the 
name  time  holds  out  a  prospect  of  a  speedy  es- 
cape. To  this  may  be  attributed  the  great  num- 
ber of  our  convicts ;  and  as  long  as  it  continues, 
we  may  expect  our  Prison  to  be  filled.  Within 
the  last  three  yean,  the  ntimber  has  increased 
fton  eighty-seven  to  one  hundred  and  thirty, 
being  an  Increase  of  fifty  per  cent. 

These  considerations  ibould  alarm  us.  not 
only  for  ourselves,  but  flrom  the  appalling  ufbr- 
onea  to  be  drawn  tnm  them,  thai  we  are,  by 
our  qrMem  mad  meaaa  at  poalabmeot,  oob- 


trlbating  to  the  increase  and  profHtgatioa  of 
crime. 

To  connteract  these  fearfhl  conffoquences ;  to 
devise  the  best  means  to  prevent  crime,  wbtcb 
is  the  great  obiect  of  punishment ;  and  to  give 
to  the  policy  of  our  state,  on  this  subject,  vurb  a 
practical  direction  as  will  comport  with  the  just 
and  enlightened  views  of  the  age  in  whirh  we 
live,  and  more  especially  in  our  own  country,— 
has  been  the  sincere  and  undeviatina  efTurt  of 
your  committee  ;  and  they  respectfully  sabrait 
the  reasons  wblch  have  brought  them  to  the 
eonclusion  presented. 

The  prevention  of  crime  Is  effected  by  deter 
ring  men  from  its  commission,  and  by  the  refor- 
mation of  the  otfender.  If  the  plan  and  dlsd- 
pline  of  a  Prison  recommended  by  your  cooimit- 
tee  make  any  approach  to  these  great  resulta,  we 
shall  feel  amply  rewarded,  from  the  considera- 
tion, that  we  have  been  instrumental  in  advanc- 
ing the  cause  of  phiIantIirop|'  in  our  uaiive  statr. 

There  is  much  cause  to  fear,  that  the  idea  of 
cruelty  has,  In  the  minds  of  a  portion  of  the  C4>nj- 
munity,  constituted  a  necessary  ingredient  ih 
their  notions  of  punishment  ^  and  that  the  vic- 
tims of  crime  should  be  considered  as  the  repro- 
bate children  of  the  human  fkmily,  whose  onYy 
destiny  should  be,  either  an  interminable  separa* 
tion  f^om  society,  or,  if  restored  to  it  again  ndec 
their  probation  of^punishmenU  to  be  consigned  to 
the  degradation  and  scorn  of  their  fellow  men. 
The  intelligence  and  humanity  of  the  present 
day  have  successfully  combated  these  errors; 
and  the  power  of  society  over  its  offending 
members  is  now  limited  and  restricted  by  all 
those  rational  deductions  which  arise  fhMO  the 
moral  nature  of  man,  his  liability  to  err,  and  t^0 
Just  claims  of  that  society  in  which  he  exists, 
juid  against  which  he  has  offended,  for  its  peace 
and  security.  While  a  regard  is  bad  to  these 
principles,  we  may  fairly  indulge  the  hope  of 
a  continual  advancement  of  the  system  of  Pen- 
itentiary discipline,  and  the  consequent  moral 
improvement  of  society :  in  a  disregard  of  tb«m 
is  to  be  found  the  true  cause  of  the  fbUure  of  lbs 
Prison  system  in  New  Jersey. 

The  system  of  Prison  discipline  has  probably 
been  brought  to  greater  perfection  in  the  United 
States  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  ;  and 
we  are  not  therefore  driven  fhr  in  our  rcsewcbes 
for  the  best  practical  illustration  of  its  true  prin- 
ciples. 

An  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  in  1881.  was  perttaps  the  first, 
and  most  important,  in  its  introduction  of  an  Im- 
proved Prison  discipline.  "  This  art  subjected 
convicts  wholly  or  partially  to  solitaiy  ^confine- 
ment, according  to  their  degree  of  depravity, 
and  uso  requiring  that  each  prisoner  ahould  be 
lodnd  in  a  separate  cell." 

The  reform  diat  has  been  introdQCMl  since 
the  enactment  of  this  statute,  eonsisis  in  the 
solitary  confinement  of  the  convicts,-  ao(  only  at 
night,  but  during  the  time  of  taking  their  meals ; 
of  collective  labor  during  the  day,  collective  and 
private  moral  and  rallies  instruction,  and  a 
strict  supervision,  at  all  times,  to  prevent  any 
communication  amongst  them.  We  are  In- 
debted to  the  Prisons  at  Aabum  and  Wethers- 
field  for  the  best  and  most  gratifying  examples 
of  these  detaila.  WhOe  these  experiments  wers 
in  protress,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  com- 
mencea  the  erection  of  her  Eastern  Penitentiary, 
which,  when  folly  completed  and  carried  into 
effective  operation  upon  the  nrstem  adopted 
by  its  fbdnaers,  we  believe  will  exhibit  one  of 
the  noblest  and  moflt  enduring  monoments  of 
human  charity.  The  system  of  this  institntien 
Is  that  of  "  solitary  coafineffldot  at  labor,  with 
instruction  in  labor,  in  morals  and  raltgit 

It  dififen  Ihw  those  insdtutiooi  first 


M 


BiQBTH  mmnmr — 1888. 


1T8 


In  two  raflpectt.    In  this,  tte  tabor  and  iMtrac- 
tioo  of  the  etmwkmi  m  ttUtary :  In  tlMae,  thmr 

An  booett  dUference  of  opinion  isentavteined 
taj  many  food  men,  as  to  Uie  respective  meriu 
of  tbene  systems  j  end  Tour  committee  would, 
with  srent  deference,  submit  the  reasons  which 
hare  swayed  them  in  Ikvor  of  the  system  of 
the  Rastern  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  iband  by  experiment,— indeed  It  is  s  part 
of  Che  Dhilosophy  of  our  natnre,~.th«t  the  most 
powerfbl  agent  In  the  tvoric  of  individual  ref- 
onnatioa  Is  Soutubb. 

In  this  position,  the  mind  of  man  is  nseesin- 
Tily  easi  upon  itself;  its  powers,  passions,  hab- 
its and  propensities  are  all  before  it ;  the  map 
of  his  life  fcs  surveyed  wHh  a  scrutiny  that  it  never 
eaconntend  before;  and  conscioiis,  ss  in  his 
Prisoo  honsshe  must  be,  that  escape  is  hopeless, 
he  oontlaaes  the  unwelcome  task  of  self^xam- 
Ination,  till  bis  obduiaey  is  subdued,  his  dispo- 
sition humble  and  teachable,  and  he  prepared 
to  leeeiTe,  with  gUdness.  snch  moval  and  reli- 
gioas  iaatnietloa  as  mayWbett  ndnplad  tahls 
cireumslaaces.    In  the  eloquent  anu  emphatic 
lancuage  of  another.  **  If  any  circumstances  can 
be  imagined,  calculated  to  Impress  the  warn- 
ing, the  ancoutagements,  the  thrsaU  or  the 
hopes  of  ftellgioa  upon  the  mind,  it  must  surely 
be  those  of  toe  convict  in  his  cell,  where  he  is 
unseen  and  unheard,  and  where  nothing  can 
reach  him  but  the  voice  which  must  come  to 
him  as  It  were  Arom  the  other  world,  telling  him 
of  things  which  perhaps  never  before  entered 
Into  his  mind  ;  telling  him  of  God,  of  eternity, 
of  Aitnre  reward  and  fliture  punishment,  of 
snJbrlng  fhr  greater  than  the  mere  physlcsl  en- 
dunuices  of  the  present  lifb,  and  of  Joy  indnitely 
beyond  the  pleasures  he  may  have  experienced. 
These  instnietlons  frequently  discover  to  the 
gsilty  tenant  of  the  cell,  what  ssems  often  not 
to  have  occurred  to  him,  the  simple  fkct,  that 
he  has  a  spiritual  nature,  and  that  he  is  not  the 
mere  animal  which   his  habits  and   hitherto 
uncontrolled  propensities  wouldindicate.    And 
this  Is  a  dbmivery  which  alone  may,  and  does, 
elTect  a  grrat  chance  in  a  man's  whole  charac- 
ter.   He  feels  that  he  ta  a  being  superior  to  what 
he  had  thought  himself,  and  that  he  is  renrded 
ss  one  having  higher  powers  than  he  had  sup- 
posed.   Thii  first  step  la  the  path  of  improve- 
BMut  Is  a  prodlgions  one :  a  new  ambition  is 
awakened,  and  ths  encouragement  of  it  is  the 
piinelpnl  thing  now  needed.    This  encourage- 
meut  it  Is  a  part  of  the  system  to  give.*' 

Coiiective  labor  and  instruction  interrupt,  and 
in  some  degree  paraliae,  thess  individual  and 
solitary  eflbrts. 

The  sssofiation  of  convicts  for  any  purpose, 
and  under  the  strictest  supervlskm,  is  attended 
with  evil  eonseqnenees. 

Them  is  a  sympatlqr  in  crime  which  renden 
its  sal^leets,  when  assembled  together,  at  least 
complacent,  If  not  bold ;  and  it  is  believed,  that 
the  closest  wntehftilness  of  IhlthAal  sopervisora 
hss  not  been  competent  to  delect  and  prevent 
sU  communication  between  them.  That  much 
km  been  eflbctad  in  this  way,  cannot  be  denied  j 
but  is  It  not  a  defect  In  the  system  of  collective 
labor  and  instruction,  that  this  attendant  evil  is 
not  only  possible  but  probable  ? 

Here,  at  the  least,  is  a  knowledge  of  dees,  and 
no  doubt  of  names  and  olfences.  Curiosity  is  ex- 
cked  ;  the  eoclnl  principle  (one  of  the  strongest 
in  our  natom}  bsgins  to  operate,  and  ingenuity, 
with  Its  inilnlte  contrivances,  is  set  to  work  to 
counteract  the  interdict  of  oonnnunication. 

The  solitude  of  the  convict,  however,  is  only 
■a  exclusion  ftom  the  society  of  his  fellows, 
sad  those  who  may  in  any  way  weaken  the 
knt  of  the  dinelpUae  under  which  he  is  placed. 


His  cell  is  opsaed  at  all  praner  it 

of  those  wlmm  desire  it  is  lo  do  good  and  to 

cwnmunicate  instruction. 

In  the  languace  of  the  ssGond  report  of  the  in* 
specters  of  the  Esstem  Penitentisry  of  Fsnnsyl- 
vania,  speakingof  the  solitary  convict,  "  There, 
be  can  only  read  and  hear  what  Is  calculated  to 
make  him  industrious  and  virtuous." 

But  the  plan  of  solitaiy  IdMv  and  instruction 
lias  one  advantage  over  the  other,  which  claims 
in  its  behalf  our  peculiar  regard ;  which  is,  that 
no  convict  is  seen  by  another  aAer  he  enters  the 
Prison  walls ;  and  be  cannot  know,  unlem  by 
previous  knowledce,  who  are  hs  inmates,  tie 
thus  hss  prssenled  to  his  mind  the  highest  in- 
oentive  to  reformaticm.  He  is  not  surrounded 
by  those  who  may  thersafter  proclaim  his  shams, 
and  his  once  debased  mind  indulges  the  hope 
that  he  may  yet  live  a  new  life  of  respectebiuly 
and  useAilneas. 

Although  this  Penitentiary  has  been  In  opera- 
tion, and  this  partially,  but  a  few  yeare,  the  his- 
tory of  its  discharged  inmatss  exhibits  many  af- 
fnstlntand.  delightAil  Instances  of  its  salutary 
eflbcu  i  and  the InteWgaat  and  feithful  warden, 
in  his  report  of  last  year,  states,  **that  of  the 
whole  number  discharged  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  estabUshment,  we  have  received 
an  unfevorable  account  of  but  one." 

Much  reliance  has  been  placed  upon  the  good 
eflbcts  produced  by  collecting  or  assembling  the 
convicts  together  for  public  religious  iusuuc- 
tion. 

Your  committee  would  be  among  the  last  to 
undervalue  this  mode  of  iostractioo ;  but  they 
ask  with  confidence  if  all  the  good  anticipated 
flom  this  course  is  not  attained  with  more  cer- 
tainty and  efiTect  upon  the  plan  of  this  Peni- 
tentiary. The  desire  for  instruction  is  stimu- 
lated by  the  longing  for  social  enjoyment; 
llM  attention  is  more  exclusive,  because  less 
distracted ;  and  he  feels,  dee|rty  feels,  when 
it  is  said  to  him,  **  Thou  art  the  man." 

But  moral  and  religiouB  instruction  upon  this 
plan  is  not  alone  communicated  to  the  convicts 
privately  in  their  cells.  Such  is  the  structure 
of  the  cells,  that  religiotts  instruction  amy 
be  cooununicaled  bv  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  the  minister,  for  this  purpose,  standing 
m  the  corridor  of  the  building,  and  direciiiig  bis 
voice  thfou^  the  halls  of  the  cells,  lu  the  re- 
port referrsd  to,  the  warden  states,  that,  **  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  service  has  been  penormed 
mostly  once  a  week  by  the  minister  preaching 
in  the  corridor  to  all  tne  convicts  in  tlie  estal>- 
lisbment.  without  their  being  removed  from 
their  cells,  or  seeing  or  communicating  with 
each  other:  and  the  various  impressions  thereby 
produced  have  been  similar  in  appearance  ij 
thoss  in  any  other  assembly  of  the  some 
number.  In  what  manner  can  man  be  placed 
where  the  words  of  the  gospel  would  be  more 
Impressive  than  in  their  sunraon  i  sitting  alone, 
without  seeing  or  being  seen  by  anv  human 
being,  nothing  to  abstract  their  thoughts  or  di- 
vert them  from  ihe  truths  delivered  to  them ; 
ilone  when  they  hear,  and  left  alone  when 
the  minister  has  finished,  to  ponder  and  re- 
flect." 

Solitary  confinement,  without  a  proper  em> 
ployment  of  the  physical  powers,  wuuld  be  tu- 
luliy  inconsktent  with  a  neaJthy  state  of  mind 
or  body,  and  would  operate  as  tlie  exercise  oi 
cruelty  upon  the  convict. 

To  obviate  this,  he  is  required  to  tabor  In  his 
cell  at  some  niecnanical  trade,  it  Ueinx  either 
one  with  which  he  ta  already'  aoquainted,  or  one 
which  he  readily  learns. 

The  fkciJity  with  which  lie  acquires  aknowl- 
edge  of,  and  the  short  time  in  which  he  ta 
taught  successftiily  to  work  at,  some  mechaai- 
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eal  oceoptttott.  oeuM  to  sonriM  those  who 
consider  the  avldky  with  which  he  aeeke  to  al- 
leviate hie  aolitttde,  and,  of  courae,  the  devoted 
attention  that  he  must  anaaaaiily  pay  to  hia 
bnaineaa. 

The  warden,  In  the  aame  report,  atates,  that 
"  Every  prisoner,  with  four  exceptions,  who  has 
been  here  even  six  months,  is  now  earning  his 
naintenaace.*'  These  exoeptiona  were  caaes 
of  sfcknees,  inflnnitv  and  old  ase. 

The  severest  pannhment  inflicted  on  the  re- 
fractory convict  is  depriving  him  of  his  labor. 
The  Inspectors,  in  the  same  report,  state,  **  An 
opportonlty  of  witneaalng  the  eflbct  of  abaotute 
aolitude  without  bibor,  naa  occaaionally  been 
preaented.  when,  as  a  punishment  to  a  sturdy 
and  diaoroerly  convict,  the  warden  has  ordered 
the  light  of  his  cell  to  be  doeed.  Little  time 
has  el^ised  with  die  most  haidy.  before  the 
prisoner  has  been  found  broken  uown  in  his 
spiilt,  and  begging  for  his  work  and  his  Bible  to 
beguile  the  tedium  of  abaotute  idieneaa  in  soli- 
tude.** 

That  the  system  of  solitary  labor  and  iaatmo* 
tlott  is  salutary  in  Ita  eflbela  upon  the  convicts, 
baa  been  shown.  That  its  tendency  must  be  to 
deter  from  crime,  is  equally  manifest.  We  seek 
to  avoid  that  which  we  most  dread :  and  if  we 
can  overbalance  the  love  of  crime,  dv  the  fear 
ef  ita  inevitable  consequences,  we  have  in  a 
great  measure  attained  the  second  grand  piln- 
ci^e  in  the  administration  of  punishment. 

In  this  respect  the  history  of  the  Eastern  Pen- 
itentiary is  already  fruitAil  in  fbcts.  In  the  re- 
port renrred  to,  the  inspectors  stUe,  "Great 
terror  is  known  to  have  peen  impressed  upon 
the  minds  of  the  convict  community  by  this  in- 
stitution; and  the  small  number  of  prisoners 
sent  from  the  Eastern  District,  including  a  vast 
majority  of  the  pepulatloB  of  tho  state,  together 
win  the  careflil  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
aacertalned,  that  the  most  knowing  rogues 
avoid  committing  those  offencee  which  would 
snl^ect  them  to  lu  discipline^ — may  be  regarded 
as  powerAil  reasons  for  extending  its  operation 
to  those  Penitentiary  offbnces  not  at  present  in- 
cluded within  the  statute.** 

The  position  of  New  Jersey  pecuHarly  de- 
mands tiiat  she  should  lK4d  out  toe  ukost  pow- 
erful repellant  to  the  commission  of  crime  with- 
in her  limiti.  The  dense  population  of  the  two 
cities,  that  skirt  our  borders,  are  pioUflc  nurae- 
ries,  from  which  are  constantly  emanating 
the  lawless  adepts  in  crime ;  and  the  history  of 
many  of  the  inmates  of  our  Prison  frtmishes 
abundant  evidence,  that  there  they  received 
their  first  lessons  in  iniquity. 

if  your  committee  are  opposed  to  collective 
instruction,  they  are  equally  so  to  collective  la- 
bor, and  for  the  same  reasons.  It  may  beaald 
by  some,  that  various  kinds  of  labor  can  alone 
be  accomplished  by  the  combined  strength  and 
skill  of  tlie  convicti,  and  that  the  pecuniary 
profits  resulting  hence  would  be  greatly  in- 
rrensed.  The  answer  to  this  ol^cctlon  (if  it  be 
one)  i«,  that  in  its  nature  It  is  predicated  of  labor 
and  profit  alone,  which  here  are  to  be  considered 
as  subsidiary  to  the  great  ends  of  punishment. 
The  laltor  of  the  convict  is  simply  a  mean,  dic- 
tated by  the  wisest  benevolence,  for  the  health 
of  hi.i  moml  and  physical  powers.  If  it  did  not 
tend  1(1  efl^t  this,  it  •honld  be  abandoned  as  a 

inirt  uf  the  svNtem.  The  objection  converts  a 
'enitcutiary  into  a  manufbctofy.  The  beet  good 
of  the  convict,  and  that  of  the  aoclety  against 
which  he  has  oflbnded,  are  the  high  purpoeea 
aimed  at ;  and  should  the  labor  and  proat  be 
lost,  it  would  bear  no  comparison  to  the  good 
proposed  to  be  attained.  But  it  has  already 
Wen  nhown,  by  tho  experience  of  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary,  ijiat  a  convict  can  in  six  months 


earn  hia  malatenanoe.  And  ita  wardsa,  in  the 
report  referred  to,  ftuther  aiatea.  Chat  **  The  shnt 
time  we  have  been  in  operattoo  Indoees  ne  c» 
believe,  that  the  net  pcoflts  of  a  Priaoii  coodactod 
on  the  |4aa  of  separate  labos,  will  be  irreat^ 
than  those  which  might  reintt  from  Joint  Ishor.** 
In  the  report  of  1833,  he  states,  •«  thai  the  txpt 
rience  of  another  year  has  also  tended  to  (»»- 
firm  the  opinion,  that  the  prisoacrs  can  ceii^f- 
ally  maintain  themselves  by  their  labor  in  sol- 
tude.** 

A  part  of  your  committee  havinx,  since  the  Istt 
adjournment, visited  this  Peniteiitiary,aekno«  t- 
edge,  with  unfeigned  pleasure,  the  gratlficatira 
th^  experienced  In  the  exhibWoo  of  its  stm- 
ture,  plan  and  discipline,  enhanced  as  it  wsi  bjr 
the  frankneas  with  which  all  their  inqufrir* 
were  answered,  and  in  the  ftdUilea  alTarfM, 
and  attentions  shown  to  them  by  its  InteUifSJit 
offlcers ;  and  we  fisel  that  we  caosnot  rrndcr  s 
more  acceptable  service,  in  the  performsnce  at 
our  dutv,  than  in  the  exbibitioa  of  the  effect  d 
ita  diaclpline,  as  contained  in  the  auccioct  sod 
clear  review  of  the  aame,  aioee  it  has  gone  iais 
operation,  by  the  preaent  governor  of  reaaiff- 
vania. 

In  his  lasl  message,  he  states, 

**Our  Penitentiary  system,  as  inmaediaidy 
connected  with  the  administntion  of  cfimisd 
Justice,  is  to  be  regarded  as  beini^  of  the  fine 
importance,  in  reference  as  well  to  the  secaiity 
of  the  persons  and  property  ns  to  the  geaera) 
morals  of  our  citisens ;  and  ao  fkr  as  it  regaidi 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  philantiuopic  ad- 
vocates of  Penitentiary  reform  may  Justly  coo- 
gratulate  themselvea  upon  the  anccess  with 
which  their  exertions  have  been  crowned,  is 
bringing  so  near  to  perfection  o  aysiem  sar- 
rounded  by  eo  many  dlfllcuHies. 

The  government  of  this  Prison  has  brrs 
conducted,  in  regard  as  well  to  Its  ecooooy  a^ 
its  discipline,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  all  comnes- 
datlon ;  and  the  experiment  or  the  effiracv  ef 
solitary  confinement  with  labor,  so  far  af  tbnt 
baa  been  an  opportunity  to  test  it,  has  exetedM 
the  expectations  of  the  most  annguine  aimmi 
iu  friends. 

On  theSSth  October,  1899,  the  first  convier  a-a« 
received  into  the  Eastern  Penitentiary;  and  fna 
thence  until  the  1st  of  November,  liSSj  the 
whole  number  amounted  to  one  hundred  sad 
thirty-two  males  and  four  females,  eonvicicd  uf 
various  Offences.  On  the  day  last  mestiaBed, 
there  remained  in  confinement  nlne^  obsIc  ud 
four  female  prisonem.  The  whole  numbrr  d»  - 
charged  between  the  above  dates  by  reai^is  if 
the  expiration  of  sentenoe  was  twenty-e)Khi ; 
nine  died,  and  five  were  pardoned.  One  fact,  .a 
reference  to  this  Jnsritntlon,  baara  stroof  ic<t.- 
mony  In  fhvor  of  its  discipline.  It  appears  that  art 
a  single  convict  discharged  fhom  tMim  Prison  ba« 
ever  been  returned  to  it ;  which  would  seem  v* 
prove  pretty  clearly,  either  that  a  tlKNoeitb  n*- 
formatlon  has  been  produeed,  or  that  a  dread  cf  a 
repetition  of  the  unsocial  manner  of  life,  which 
liad  proved  ao  irksome  before,  has  detenvd 
firom  the  commission  of  crimes  within  thnsr 
limiu  of  the  state  in  which  a  conviction  w<miM 
ensure  a  sentence  to  the  Eastern  Feaitenuari-. 

^*  The  annual  aoconnts  of  the  PMson  ue  »* 
closed  until  the  30th  of  November.  I  have  nut 
therefore  been  able  to  ascertain  with  srciifstr 
bow  far  the  earnings  of  the  prisonen  will  ^? 
avaihible  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  iajnoi- 
tion.  It  is  believed  that,  for  the  prrseat,  tfcnr 
will  pay  ail  except  the  salariea  of  the  olicrr*, 
and  it  is  not  doobced  that,  aa  sdob  as  the  Pmoo 
shall  have  been  fUlly  wganhwd,  the  entire  «i- 
pcnscs  will  be  defrayed  out  of  the  proceed«  of 
the  e«tablishment.  The  experiment  made  in 
tile  Eastern  Psnitentiaiy  has  dsmonsuau^d  tb* 


15 


Bioam  RSPoaT— ^1833. 


175 


let.  that  solilarr  eeaflMMcat  with  labor  doM 
lot  impair  th«  benlth  of  those  sal^^^cioJ  iu  UhU 
pecJM  of  dtaclpliiie.  The  priiOQflfs  work  to 
MxiB  advantafle:  baviag  no  opportnnUv  for 
onTafaation  or  amvaament,  tbey  aaferly  deaira 
mploTraant.  Hare  all  oommaateation  it  eat 
If;  BO  one  knows  bis  fellow  prisoner ;  no  ae- 
aaintanee  la  fbrmed ;  no  cootamlaation  takea 
lace ;  the  eonvlct  sees  ao  one,  holds  CMnnra- 
ion  with  BO  one.  ezeept  such  as  will  giTe  him 
ood  adrlee ;  he  is  placed  in  a  situation  where 
le  haa  every  inducement  to  grow  hotter,  but 
Ittle  temptation  to  grow  w<Mr8a:  here  thoaght 
nd  reflectioa  will  crowd  upon  the  mind,  and 
repsre  It  for  solemn  impreaalons,  and  for  moral 
ad  relifkMis  Instruction. 

*<The  discipline  established  in  this  Prison, 
Iw  manner  of  the  construction  and  arrangement 
f  the  building  itaelf.  and  ef  the  cells  in  which 
tie  prisoners  are  connned  and  employed,  are  ad- 
litted,  by  all  who  have  tamed  their  attention 
)  the  subject  of  Penitentiary  reform,  to  possess 
ecided  adrantagea  over  thoee  of  any  other  ea- 
kMislunent,  designed  for  similar  objects,  in  this 
r  any  other  country.  Foreigners  whose  especial 
osineaa  it  has  been  to  visit  the  Penitentiaries 
B  this  country,  generally  for  the  purpoae  of 
equirini^  Information  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
M  of  Penitentiary  punishment,  aad  lu  effl- 
acy  In  producing  reformation  in  thoee  sub- 
scted  to  its  disclplioe,  have,  with  one  voice, 
warded  the  meed  of  merit  to  that  established 
1  the  Eaiitem  Peattentiaiy  of  Pennayfvanla." 

The  plan,  draft  and  estimatea  «f  a  Peniten- 
iary  for  New  Jersey,  herewith  submitted,  were 
lawn,  at  the  request  of  your  committee,  by  Mr. 
ohn  Haviland  of  Philadelphia,  after  whoae  de- 
ign, and  under  whose  direction,  the  Eastern 
'enltentiarv  spoken  of,  and  many  valuable  insti- 
itions  of  the  like  character  in  our  country,  have 
een  constnietad,  and  (6  whose  intelllfsiiee  we 
re  indebted  for  many  valuable  anggastioos ;  and 
re  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  conviction  that 
very  consideratioB  of  utility  ,ecoBomy  and  taste, 
Bquires  that  the  erection  and  completion  of  a 
"enitenUary  contemplated  by  thia  state,  should 
e  under  the  direction  and  inspection  of  the  de- 
igner  and  archltectadded,aa  he  must  necesnrily 
e^y  competent  and  Tespoasible  commiasioners. 

The  plan  submitted  is  sobetantially  upon  the 
rinciple  (with  aeveral  improvements)  of  the 
kiMem  Penitentiary,  varylnc,  however,  in  its 
pplication  correspondent  with  a  scale  of  re- 
urtton.  It  is  plain,  simple  and  economical, 
nd  susceptible  of  eiteasion  according  to  the 
acreasing  demands  of  the  state,  and  this,  too, 
ot  only  without  marring  its  original  deeign,  but 
y  carrying  the  same  into  complete  effect. 

A  location  near  the  site  of  the  present  Prison 
i  strongly  indicated  from  the  abundance,  qual- 
:)-  of,  and  facility  in  procuring,  building  mate- 
bils  in  its  neighborhood,  In  the  compamUve ease 
rith  which  water  for  the  use  of  the  Prison  may 
c  procured,  and  fh>m  its  central  position  In  the 
tate. 

The  jxenns  necesaarv  for  the  object  eontem- 
lated,  may  be  raised  by  tax  In  such  annual 
ropmtions  as  will  not  materially  affect  the 
resent  rate  of  taxation ;  or  they  may  be  raised 
)  a  loan  redeemable  in  a  given  time,  at  a  small 
er  cent.,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  scarcely 
ereeived  as  a  burden. 

But  we  aipUn  repeat,  Now  Jeraey  Is  prepared 
i  act  on  this  sumect :  the  tardiness  or  le^stap 
ton  haa  provoked  her  Jealousy,  and  ronssd  her 
fide  of  character  in  behalf  of  this  long-neg- 
icted,  but  interesting  department  of  her  inter- 
al  p«>licy  i  and  we  indulge,  without  fear,  the 
list  expecutlon,  that  It  will  be  resumed  and 
cted  upon  in  the  same  spirit  of  promptness  and 
eal  with  which  It  waaconunitted,  and  that  the 


pwaent  aesainn  wtll  he  ooaral  with  the  radenp- 
tion  of  the  character  of  our  auie  finom  theaevere 
but  Just  imputationa  upon  her  ayatam  of  PenI* 
tentiary  diaeipline. 
Ail  which  is  mostrsspectflilly  submitted. 
JOSEPH  KAION,  )  Oiswwiffis  rf 

PETER  I.  CLARK,  {     ObBacJl. 

J.  W.  MILLER.  ^ 

WILLIAM  R.  ALLEN,       /  Gnamtttis  ^ 
CHARLES  F.  WfLKINS,  C    AttmUf. 
BENJAMIN  HAMILTON,) 
January  15th,  1839. 

Gentlemen,— In  eompHanoe  with  your  n- 
qnest.  I  have  made  the  accompanying  drawing, 
model  and  esdmaie  for  your  contemplated  Now 
State  Penitentiary,  designed  for  **  solitary  eon- 
finement  with  labor."  Since  the  eoounence* 
ment  of  our  extensive  Eastern  State  Penltentia' 
ry,  much  valuable  experience  has  been  obtained, 
and  conaidenU>le  improvementa  made,  in  the 
desired  properties  of  seenrtey.  ventilation,  light, 
warmln|,  and  supervision  or  the  cells,  and  lo- 
cation of  the  operative  offlces  of  the  instltutloB. 

In  designing  the  #lan  before  you,  the  moat 
approved  features  of  our  building  have  been 
adopted,  and  its  imperfections  avoided. 

In  the  estimate,  I  have  calculated  every  fea- 
ture of  the  deaign,  to  be  executed  in  the  moat 
substantial  and  approved  manner,  and  of  the 
best  materials  of  their  several  kinds,  avoiding 
uaeless  ornament,  and  employing  members  beat 
calculated  to  perfect  the  desired  properdea  of  the 
instltntioB— the  value  of  tobw  and  materials 
taken  fhmi  the  beat  information  and  experience. 

It  is  a  candid,  Ihlr,  and  t\ill  calculation,  that 
can  be  depended  upon  and  guarantied,  which 
your  snbsgriber  esteents  it  hia  duty  to  report,  in 
preference  to  one  of  a  contracted  charactaf, 
which  might  lead  to  disappointment. 

The  whole  plan  will  accommodate  three 
hundred  prisoners,  and  admit  the  erection  of 
any  one  of  the  radiating  blocks,  as  cireum- 
stances  may  require,  ftom  time  to  time,  without 
interfering  with  eaeo  other. 

Upon  examining  the  general  foatures  and  de- 
tail of  the  design,  the  practical  and  welMn- 
formed  warden  wUl  And  it  calculated  to  carry 
into  execution  all  the  desired  objects  of  the  in- 
stitution. 


•14,000 


External  wall,... 

Front  building,  containing  the  culi- 
nary, laundry,  and  bsthTng  offices, 
store  rooms,  keeper's  cbamberi. 
observatory,  reservoir,  belfry,  and 
other  flre-proof  rooms,  expressed 

in  the  plan 

Culvert,  sinks,  cast  Iron  pipes,  cov> 
ered  ways,  apporatns  for  cooking, 
wanning,  and  raising  water  into 

the  reservoirs 

Block  A  contaliiing  SO  cells, 

B 75 

C 50 

D 75 

E 50 


15,000 


13,000 
18,000 
97,000 
16,000 
57,000 
18,000 


300  cells.  Total,  $150,000 
Pkilaielfkia,  January  19, 1833. 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  Prison  Irutrvetion 
Society  in  Neva  Jer$eUf  in  the  ^ate  House 
at  Trenton,  JanuaryiO,  1833. 

Pursuant  to  public  aoflee.  the  aoeiety  con- 
vened thia  evening  in  the  Stale  House* 
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FEIflOR  BWCIPUHB  MOIBIT. 


Mfwt  of  the  fegMatwe,  and  inaaf  otter 
pcnoiM}  wwfs  pivMBt*  At  tau  pMt  MVWI 
o'clock,  the  iHetidont.  Mr.  Jossm  A.  Yakd, 
took  the  chftlr,  ud  the  ewrdMO  were  oos- 
■leneed  wHb  pnyer. 

Tte  minutee  of  the  left  mecttaiL  tad  tte 
coutltution,  were  reed  by  the  recoraiag  eecro- 
tanr.  Mr.  JeterH  C.  Potts. 

The  correoponding  ■eentery,  Mr.  Joniv 
Stvast,  reported  <m  the  edvaatiitM  of  tte 
modem  qratem  of  Prieoa  dleeiplfaie,  m  exeoH 
pUfled  in   other  etatee,  eompeied  wtth  that 

'  whkh  aew  esieta  hi 


mWy, 


which  preceded  lt,aad 
New  Jerwy. 

Ob  nnciea  ef  Staot  O.  Pott»,  fiiq., 
ed  by  the  speaker  of  tte  legliiatlve 
JoHit  P.  JAOitoM,  Seq.,  it  waa 

AtMlfwd,  That  tte  ropeit  of  tte 
ing  eecietary  te  adopted  aad jraUiehed. 

Un  motion  of  L.  Q.  C.  Butaa,  Beq«, 
onded  liy  OoTomor  Soutmabb,  It  wae 

JttMlMd,  That  tte  moral  InflraetioB  of  cea- 
▼Icte  forma  a  very  Impormat  part  of  Priien 
diaeipiine. 

Ob  motion  of  ProlhaM%MACi.BAB|  Meanded 
hy  Mr.  J.  Btv&bt,  It  was 

ilcMlvtd,  Ttet,  in  tte  opinion  of  thle  meet- 
inf,  it  if  highly  deeirable  that  mom  prorieion 
ahoold  to  made  for  aflbrdlng  MitaMe  employ- 
meat  to  tte  coniricts  diiebaifBd  fhim  oar 
Prlwma. 

Tte  addriOMt  by  tte  gmtlemen  wte  made 
and  Mconded  tte,  motions  were  listened  to 
with  great  attention,  and  increased  tte  tnteinst 
pravioasly  Mt  In  tte  olOeeU  of  tte  society. 


tte  UnMed 


tevevWtc4 


ImAssIi 


tlis 


Tte  old  mrstem  of  Prison  diecipllne,  In  this 
country  and  in  Enrope,  is,  perhaps,  too  well 
known  to  need  descnptlon  in  detail.  Sniice 
It  to  say,  that  convicts,  in  most  cases,  worn 
sent  to  Prison,  and  shnt  up  in  crowded  rooms,r— 
old  aad  young,  good,  bad,  and  indUbrnit, 
tofether. 

Wten  labor  in  shops  and  yards  has  been  a 
part  of  tte  discipline  during  tte  day,  tte  pris- 
oners have  been  crowded  togetter  at  night  in 
lodging- rooms,  wtere  the  novice  in  crime  has 
been  trained  to  deeds  of  greater  darkness,  and 
wtere  all  tte  inmates  were  strengttened  In 
tteir  combinallons  against  order  aad  soclerr. 
And  in  these  Institutions,  wtere  ttere  should 
have  been  reform,  there  were,  in  reality,  nnnt- 
teiaUe  aborainailons. 

Tte  reports  of  societies  and  individuals  in 
England,  between  1880  and  1830,  give  details 
wf  wretchedness  In  their  Prisons  which  called 
fondly  for  attention  and  rsform;  and  tliese 
calls  were  heard  by  tte  government  Ttey 
are  now  successftilly  endeavoring  to  refhrm 
tte  Prisons  and  Jails  throaghMit  tte  empire. 

la  FtBBce,  thle  dsss  of  institutions  ten  been 
wofhllv  passed  by  In  former  years.  Convicts 
wers,  In  some  eases,  esnt  to  Prisons  like  tte 
Bastile,  without  labor,  or  any  thing  to  cheer  or 
reform,  and  conseqnently  became  insane,  or 
sickened,  and  died,  with  none  to  **  visit"  them, 
or  **  eaie  for  tteIr  sqbIb.*'  In  other  cases,  nine 
hundred  or  a  thousand  were  tegetter  In  a 


Prison,  without  moral  aad  relighMM  instmction. 
without  proper  separation  andf  inspection,  and 
where  employment  was  tte  only  good  foatura 
i»  tte  syMem.  But  tte  French  government, 
Ute  tte  Britlsb,  has  taken  a  conne  which  will 
to  lefoimi    The  nemb  eoi^ 


In  Italy,  sost  of  tte  -»^ 
mast  an  in  a  depknaUe  stale 

In  Bnrdinia,  oM  prieoa  baa 
filthy  aad  vmtebed  In  tte 
haadn^aad  aiitymaa 
laifsrooHk   Thogrwere 


top,  at  Bight,  tloae.  side  by  aide. 

BMBo  or  the  old  Prisnas,  nad 
Inns,  in  odr  own  eeoatry,  hm 
If  nay,  better  thna  tte  maaa  ii 

WlUria  thcne  dieadlU  partteoa  of 
aad  HMtnl  poUntioa,  aot  ealy  tevn  a 
been  combining  and  streagtheaiag,  ia  order  le 
spnsd  tteir  way  hi  viHaay,  hat 
wte  nrevloBrty  knew  ao  crlnw, 
bnmgbt  to  braatte 
air. 

In  thhi  wmched  stale  of  tUaas,  y 
soaohle  nma  ena  to  enipiieed  laat 
viUalns  teve  been  mpidl^  mnHlplylai 
oal  tte  haMlahle  glote?    and  thai 
every  grade,  fhna  the  riight  abmiaiinae  of  cto 
child  to  tte  foaleet  deete  withla  tte 
of  human  ability  to  pnrpetiaie,  i 


While  tbepietare  has  been  thna 
Bsaeral,  boil  ia 
have  b 


jrtoj«pi«m 

la  tte 
Barope  aad 
bright  spots,  evea  ia 
daya.  MoretbaabalfaceBtaiy  afB»tl 
ct  noble  spirit,  tte  pbllaalbropM  Bo 
BMch  adailmd  tte  aesfnses  aad  order  er  tat 
Prisons  in  BeWnm.  Battteiamitalloaefibii 
ktod,  which,  above  all  others,  ia  ftrnser  yeass 
did  hoBor  to  that  eonatiy,  waa  tte  Plmtealiaiy 
atOtenUlt  wae  amally  oa  tte  plaa  efOe 
pnseat  Piiaua  nt  Antera,  New  Ten*  Aisaa* 
en  wen  foaaniitedj  to  rsmnia  flnai  ea«  is 
tweaty  yenn.  Ttey  had  aepante  calls  for 
lodging  at  nigbt,  and  joint  labor  hf  day. 

CoBverssthm  wae  aot  aBoirs'  ' 
prtnaen,    spiritaona  llqoon  wi 
— imyen  wen  daily  pat  np,  aa4 
wen  engaged  la 


sixfir  yean  ago,  Bowaid 
aaa  said  or  tte  ptisuniuiB, 

"  This  eempaay,  of  ea«  baadnd  aad  ainetT 
stout  crinriaala,  was  governed  witb  as  mmuk 
appanntenn  as  tte  most  eobsr 
posed  assembly  la  civil  eodety.** 

Afiin  it  wns  vUied  and  ei 
tonevotent  and  iateUigent  ladlvldnnr  In  1817. 
From  tte  whole  namber  of 
mon  than  thirteen  hondnd,  tte  nnmt 
sick  did  nst  exeeed  twennr-Ave  j  of  tboee  wte 
wen  discharfsd,  oa)y  anoat  five  per  cent, 
ever  returned.  Many  iwstsnfee  bad  ocenmd, 
within  tte  governor's  ncoilectioa.  whseria 
discharged  coavicls  had  set  up  fia  tbemselns 
la  tradee  which  they  bad  Isoraed  ia  Prison ; 
and  aonn  had  done  so  In  Ghent,  nad  bad  fear* 
Ished  by  tboee  hahto  of  ladasiry  which  they 
had  thus  acquired. 

At  present  then  nppean  to  to  a  isacfal  dis- 
position in  SnropOiBe  la  America,  to  ' 
tte  condltton  of  Priaoas.  Aeseeb 
mnlUplylng  ia  tte  large  cities  aad 
both  sidee  ef  tte  Atlantic,  to  iaveet^sis  aad 
spnad  inlbtnwtloa  oa  this 
toosly  teportant  subiect. 

Beveral  reformed  Piisoas  la  tte  0nllsd  I 
demand  onr  siteation. 

Tte  Btale  PiImb  at  Aabaia,  Mew  Teik,  < 
tnced  in  1816.  In  1819^  tte  ligiilalmv, 
at  tte  piugnn  of  crime,  and  tte  esn- 
dltioa  of  tte  old  Pealtentiarles,  aniteriaed  sa 
altoiBliun  in  tte  plan  ef  tte  Pimsa.  Afterlhis 
ai  I  s  nguuient,  then  wen  five  bnadnd  nnd  tlkf 
cells.   Thle  waa  tte  ~ 
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tbm  ewMtoy  in  the  plMi  of  aoUtvy  eonAaenast 

After  tkto  hnprowBMBt.  tbe  ink  report  of 
the  Butern  PriMm  Dtodpline  BoekHj  my  i— 

"  It  U  sot  poHlUe  for  oa  to  doKifbo  the 
ol«omre  we  ftel  la  coatemolatlnK  Ible  noblo 
inatitatioDy--«fter  wading  taroo^  the  aionl 
mad  mamml  AHIi of  ataayPiiaoa*.  We roffud 
it  u  a  oiodel  wortliv  of  Uia  woiM's  iadtatioa. 
Tlie  oaremitted  iadna^,  tba  entire  ealiordi- 
Bation  and  nibdaed  faeUnfi  of  tlie  Prieoaere, 
have  probafafky  no  pandlal  among  aa  equal  aom> 
"her  of  convl^** 

In  1836,  an  laqairy  wae  inatitnted  in  reiatloa 
to  the  conduct  aad  diazacter  of  coavicia  dia- 
chargad  from  Aubara.  la  16S7.  It  broogirt 
fifty-two  flkvoiabla  eaaaa:  In  189S,  it  bronght 
one  hundred  and  tweire  flivoialile  caaea:  in 
IMS,  lettera  ware  addreaaed  to  poatamatem  and 
aberiOa  In  all  parte  of  the  eUte  of  New  Yorlc, 
aad  iotoiligenee  waa  recaivad  eoacernlat  two 
hondred  aad  six,  of  ahem  oaa  baadrBd  aad 
forty-aix  ware  reionned. 

And  fttftlier.  eoaearaiaf  many  of  the  one 
baadrad  aad  nmy-aix  here  mentioned,  InAir* 
Boallon  had  been  reeelved  two  aad  OTen  three 
yean  In  succeaaion,  giving  them  the  maM 
character,  and  aame  of  them  the  fharactar  of 
decidedly  pioaa  man. 

tn  1830,  the  report  of  the  Eaalara 
Dlacipliae  Society    aaya    again    of 
Priann:— 

"  It  mainCalaa  the  aama  genend  character  It 
haa  drnie  during  a  cmuae  of  yaanu  Bileace, 
induatry  and  order  relga  thronglMmt  the  eatab- 
liahaMat.  Hm  health,  amaag  a  popalation  of 
mora  thaa  aU  haadred  within  the  walla,  la 
aboQt  equal  ta  that  vi  the  nmat  flivarad  eoaatiy 
▼iUagea  ia  New  Eaglaad,  aad  batter  than  lliat 
of  tiM  city  of  Boetoa.     The  aaaoal 


Prisen 
Aabuni 


during  alx  preTloaa  yeari  were  oae  ia  aeraaty- 
'  dnrl 


,  «».  inriag  1838,  tlioy  wore  leae  thaa  one 
In  tea  handred.  TIm  moial  iaflueace  k  good, 
aa  might,  indeed,  be  ezpaded  ftom  tiw  public 
wonhip,  the  SahMth  achool,  the  reading  and 
atudying  of  the  BiUe,  the  aolitade,  the  private 
admonition,  the  abaeace  of  temptatioB,  the 
mild  aad  wholaaame  diaoipllaa.  and  the  daily 
achnowlodgawat  of  God.  Aad  the  moial  ia- 
flaence  ia  proved  to  be  good  by  anaMrona  caaea 
of  refonnatloa,  and  oompaiatlvely  few  of  re- 
cemmtttal.  Bach  la  iha  eondltioa,  on  the 
wlmle,  of  thia  Friaoa,  that  thoae  who  hear 
roach  of  it,  aad  afterward  vlrit  it,  go  away, 
and  aay.the  half  wae  not  told  theinj  and  then- 
aaada  vtait  It  ftom  America  aad  Sarope  aa  a 
BMdal  for  imilatloB.** 

The  average  azpenaa  af  bnildlaa  a  Priaan  on 
the  Aabaro  plaa  b  reehoaed  to  be  two  haa- 
dmd  aad  twaaty  dollan  per  cell. 

Ia  relbraaca  to  the  ftaaacea  of  that  Imtlta- 
tiea,  after  it  waa  built,  we  have  aU  the  aeeaa- 
aanr  Ihcta  In  the  caae  ap  to  the  preaeitt  time. 

Dnriag  the  fint  veara  of  aiparimaat,  after 
the  Priaaa  waa  bnUt  oa  the  aew  plan,  fean 
were  eatartaiaed  that  It  woald  aot  auaport  il- 
eelf ;  aad  for  Ita  ad^port  lea  thoaaaaa  dollara 
ware  aaaaaJIv  dxawa  ftom  the  ilala  Ireaaary. 

For  wvafal  yean  after  the  erectioa  of  the 
Priaoa,  the  ageat  purehaaed  all  the  raw  amtefl- 
ala,  caaeed  them  to  be  maaafhetared  la  the 
Prfioa,  aad  aold  them  from  the  Friaoa  atorea 
oa  aeeoaat  ef  the  state.    Very  aarloae  I 


reaaltad  from  thia  ayaiem :  ia  eoaaeqaeace  of 
'  '  Wthe 


which 


the  legfalafnw  abolisb< 


aya- 


tern,  aad  adofCed  the  alaaof  hiring  by  coNtraot, 

wUeh  ia  nowparsuedarlth  decided  advaatage. 

The  ceatracten  fturalah  the  awterlala,  pay  a 

aertaia  Oaed  aam  per  diam  for  the  labor  of  the 

Id  diqnaa  of  the  aitklae  maaalhe- 

Tha 


raanlta  of  thia  latter  ayaiem  have  been  highly 
saeooiaglng. 

At  thd  cloae  of  1688,  the  profit  to  the  alate, 
after  deductlaff  every  expense  daring  the  year, 
waa  found  to  be  three  thooaand  three  bmidraa 
aad  tbirty-aix  dollara  and  nlnety-aevaa  centa. 
At  the  dose  of  1889,  the  aaralngi  of  the  con- 
vkta,  after  P«7tng  the  aalaries  of  the  ofllcen, 
ftc  waa  fimad  to  nave  exceeded  the  expendl- 
torea  of  the  Pilaon  to  the  amount  of  five  tboa- 
sand  eight  bandied  aad  aixty-two  dollan  aad 
atxty  eeata. 

We  have  another  Importaat  Hem  of  latelli- 
geace,  oa  this  sul^eet,  which  the  eonaapondiag 
ateiataiy  of  the  New  Jermy  Priaon  Instruction 
Society  haa  lately  received.  Under  date  of 
Decenibar  94,  1839,  the  chapiaia  at  Auburn, 
Rev.  B.  O.  Smith,  thus  doeea  his  letter :-~ 

**  In  cendnslon,  let  me  state  one  fbet,  which 
win  ba  found  In  no  report  but  that  which  la 
about  to  be  ande  from  this  Prison  to  our  lexla- 
lature.  In  compliance  with  a  law  of  the  laat 
seeslon,  our  agent  and  keeper  liaa  built,  dnrinc 
the  laat  seaaon,  a  bloefc  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  cells,  (probably  the  moat  perfect  in  the 
wortd,)  estimated  at  about  fifteen  thoamad 
dollars,  whollv  from  the  frinds  of  the  Prison, 
without  drawtng  upon  the  state  treaaury  for  a 
dollar ;  and  at  the  same  time  earned.  In  tbe  or- 
dinary operetions  of  the  Prison,  during  the 
year,  more  thaa  three  thouaand  dollara  over 
and  above  all  lu  expendlturea.  It  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  explain,  that  tbe  money  expended 
on  the  new  ceOa  is  the  accumulated  overpliu 
earnings  for  several  years.** 

A  new  State  Priaon  at  Wetherafiaid,  Cob* 
nectlcnt,  was  commenced  in  the  sammer  of 
1896,  aad  completed  la  1898.  It  Is  built  oa  the 
Aabara  plaa,  and  contained  originally  one 
iMmdred  aad  thlrty-sIx  cells  for  bmucs,  besides 
a  female  department,  a  chapel,  keepers  house, 
heeplta],  and  oAlces  for  warden  and  guard. 
The  original  cost  of  this  Priaon,  like  that  at 
Aubam,  waa  aboat  two  haadred  aad  twan^ 
dollara  par  cell,  iaclndlag  the  wall  and  all  the 
baildtnia ;  so  that  the  mat  one  hundred  aad 
thirty-six  sella  coat  aboat  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

To  say  aothlng  aboac  the  expense  In  bnifd- 
ing  either  Priaon,  we  may  orofltably  consider 
the  comparative  financea  or  the  old  Priaon  at 
Newnta,  Connectlcat,  aad  tbe  new  one  at 
T^etnerafield. 

Previous  to  1886,  the  Nawptte  Priaon  had 
been  oeenpied  thlrty-alx  veara ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  number  of  prisonera  was  compara- 
tively aaiall,  yet  in  no  one  of  tiie  tMrty-aix 
yean  did  it  support  Itself;  but  tbe  averate 
aaaual  expenae  to  the  state,  dnring  tbe  whme 
time,  waa  aear  alx  thonaaad  doDan. 

Ia  rsiacioa  to  the  New  Friaoa,  the  reaulta 
have  keea  moat  truly  encomaglag.  From  the 
very  day  in  which  the  priaonera  were  ramoved 
flron  Newgate  to  Wenerafleld,  the  pecuniary 
coaeena  began  to  wear  a  brighter  aapeet ;  and 
the  proapecta  in  thia  departmeat  have  grown 
bfftnier  aad  bri^iter  to  tbe  preaent  day.  In 
18n,  the  governor,  in  hie  meaaage  to  the  legia- 
latnre  of  Connectieat,  atated  lut  a  revenae 
mi^t  hereafter  be  expected  from  the  Friaoa  to 
the  atate  cftea  thooaand  dollara  annually. 

We  ahall  doae  thia  notice  of  Wethenfield 
Priaon  with  aa  extract  of  a  tetter  venr  recently 
received  from  tlie  chapiaia  of  aaid  Pnaon,  Bev. 
WlUiam  Wldttleeey.    Re  mya  :— 

<*  Duriag  the  laat  year,  Che  average  aumber 
of  eoavteta  waa  about  oae  hondred  and  eighty ; 
and  tbe  earnings  of  these,  wbavo  every  expen- 
diture of  tlie  Prleon,  were  eight  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirteen  dollan  ,•  whereas,  in  1817, 
1818,  1819,  the  average  expeaae  araa  twelve 
Ihooauid  oBetaadiad  aad  afarnqr-two  dollan 
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of  tfet  coBvleta  j 
•Mi  ifeMi  w«  bM  Mdy  aboat  wvintv4lv»  fat 
whom  to  provide.  Accofdtmly.  tha  awriwrii 
it  iMtrty  twntjr-ooe  thoafluid  doUan  a  yoar; 
ttd  yet  the  gnat  ottiacthNi  to  baUdlnf  thJe 
PrieoD  and  mn^n$  tha  moda  of  dleelplhia 
waa  ita  eoormoiaa  ezpenae  to  tha  atala.  Tbie 
PrlaoB  has  much  BMM«  than  paid  for  haalfeiBca 
lU araetloa,  a  tam  of  five  yaan;  bnt  thia  ia 
MC  an  s  indeed,  it  ia  but  a  aoiaU  part  of  tha 
baneflt  afeenilngftom  the  ehaage.  Tha  lafBr^ 
aation  of  diaiaciar,  and.ia  maBy  iMtaiicee,tha 
aalTBtioD  of  cIm  aoiila  of  nen,  adbctad  in  con- 
•avienea  of  the  chanfa  ia  our  Priaon,  la  a 
faod  that  cannot  be  vaiuad  in  aaooay.*' 

In  Pennaylvania  great  attantios  baa 
paid,  dating  aaaM  yaara  back,  to  tha  improva- 
■aat  of  the  penal  coda  and  Penltantiaiy  aya- 
lam.  The  Old  Walnnt  Bnaet  and  Arch  Street 
Priaona,  in  Pbiladalphfa^  daiinf  n  too  king 
cotina  of  yaara,  liad  been  moat  elBelent  aeiioola 
^  vice  and  placea  of  nnattaralrta  crime.  To 
famady  erila  like  theea,  the  lagialatiua  made 
proviaion  Ibr  tlie  erection  of  two  new  Peniten- 
tfariea,  one  at  Phifaidalpliia,  tha  other  at  Pitta- 


ban. 
tlia 


original  phu  of  theee  inatitntiona 
•omawhat  pacniiar.  The  firat  daaign 
that  tha  convict  aboold  be  entirely  aditary  by 
dair  and  night,  without  labor  or  inainictlon. 
After  one  hundred  and  fourteen  oella  had  been 
built  in  tba  Hew  Penitentiary  at  PbUadalphia, 
the  leglalature  arreatad  tba  work  on  the  original 
ptuif  and  paaaed  a  law  providing  for  the  intio- 
daction  of  labor  into  the  New  Priaona  at  Phila- 
dalpbia  and  Plttabnrg,  and  moriding  alao  for 
a  ralighMa  teacher  hi  tba  Philadelphia  Peai- 
taatlaxy. 

The  laat-mentioned  iaatitation  lacaivad  aooM 
aoBvicta  in  1889 ;  and  at  the  cloaeof  IfiaOithaie 
were  fifty-four  convicta  in  tha  Piiaon  at  work» 
each  in  hia  cell.  January  lat,  1831,  tha  inapeo- 
laia  auted  the  ayatera  ofdiacipline  to  be  "  eoU* 
tary  confinement  at  labor^with  Inatnictlon  in 
morale  and  ralicion.**  The  inapeetor^  pby- 
alcian  and  warden  reported  to  tha  lagialatnre 
that  thia  diacipline  did  not  "  produce  Inaanity 
or  bodily  infirmity,'*  but  they  highly  ^iproved 
of  aoUtiuy  confliMnant  day  ana  nigbt  whan 
thttBfflodlflad. 

The  ezpatlmant  waa  ao  tu  anceaaaAil  an  to 


ladoca  the  legialatniC|  in  llarch«  1831,  to  ap- 
propriate oub  hundred  and  twenty  thonaand 
IcilarBi  for  the  erection  of  font  hundred  addi- 
tional cella  within  the  walla  foraieriy  bnilL 

Proviaion  waa  alao  made  to  raiae  one  han- 
drad  and  fifty  thonaand  dollar^  for  erecting  a 
new  County  Priaon  in  the  dty  of  PhlhuMpbia, 
m  the  plan  of  aolitary  confinement }  aaid  Pria- 
aa  to  contain  three  hundred  donnttoriea  &  thoa 
Mpviding  that  Walnut  Street  and  Aroh  Street 
Maoaa  be  not  much  longer  uaed  aa  ptacea  of 
wratchedneaa  amid  naural  and  moau  death. 

January,  1838,  the  inapectoia,  warden  and 


"No 

*  nadtha 
who  have  left  bare  baa  been  fleaafaUr 
It  ia  a  miataka  to  baiiava  that  tha 
of  Priaona  are  a  net  of  ooHava  and 
tlgar-like  bein^r-ioet  to  all  food  ia  thia  wertd, 
aad  withoot  nope  of  a  henafter.  Too  amay, 
—indeed,  moet  of  them,— on  firat  eoavlcaioa, 
an  either  aaglactad  yoath,  thiuwu  late  the 
warid  witboat  adncatloa,  aad 
(oftoB  tha  vietima  of  bard  ■ 
rant  man,  tba  dnpaa  of  aitlbl  knavaa  who  kaaw 
how  to  elude  detectioa.  Naclect  td  eariy  ada- 
catkm,  the  nee  of  ardent  eptotta,  gnmMiaf.  an4 
dealhig  In  lattery  tfckala|  are  the  anat  pnmi- 
nent  eanaee  of  foiony.*' 

With  rafard  lo  the  New  Piiaoa  at  Pittibaft, 
ao  for  aa  we  have  been  able  to  ablala  lafotma* 
,  thoaab  anctad  at  aa  Immanae  aapeiaac,  it 
indeed  among  tba  nafortnoata  iastita- 
tione  of  the  age.  It  waa  on  tha  aaaaa  pbm, 
thongb  Bot  eo  happily  conatractad,  aa  that  at 
PhUadelphla. 

The  eoet  of  balldiag  an  tha  piaa  adapted  ia 
Paaaaylvania  la,  of  cooiae,  moeb 
that  adootad  hi  New  Tarfc,  aa^ 
atatee.    The  priaoaen.  In  their  eetitary 
dntiag  theaa  three  and  a  half  vaam,  haw  about 
auppoiled  theaiaelvea  by  thefr  '  ' 


paying  the  aalariea  of  their  keepera. 

The  State  Priaoa  atSlag-Slac,  New  Turk,  m 
the  baaka  of  tha  Hadaoa,  haa  toea  la  bulldiag 


encoaraging.  yet  Ita  •«.«..  .^^.-v 
caia  ia  lelatMHi  to  die  number  of 


Kaician  report,  a  tUrd  time,  fovoiaUy  hi  la- 
»  to  the  New  Paaitaatlanr*  Whatharany 
dafinite  inquiiy  had  been  inatitntad  lalative  lo 
tha  ooaduct  of  diecbarged  coavicta,  aa  then 
haa  been  at  Auburn,  done  not  appaarj  bat  the 
warden  aaya:— 

M  Of  the  whole  aamber  diechargad  from  the 
eoaunencemant  of  the  eetabliahmaat,  tweaif  • 
one  in  all.  we  have  racaivad  aa  anthvonua 
aacount  oi  but  one.*' 
The  phyaician  at  tha  aame  tiaaa  aaya:— 
*'  The  health  of  the  piiaoaeia  for  thia  year 
haa  beea  feaecally  good,  thoagb  a  fow  aaaaa  of 
.  pavan  indiapoaitfon  have  ocearrad.    The  eon> 
vftaamant  operatea  diflhnatly  oa  diftaant  pria- 
ipan,  increaaiiig  the  haalth  of  lona  and  lea- 
^faigthatofolhaia.'* 


aad  ia  opention  about  nvaa  y< 
boilding,aa  lately  flalihed,  la  flva  handrod  feet 
loB|L  and  forty  wide,  five  aiarlee  high,  ooa- 
taiiung  one  tbouaand  calla  for  aolitary  confine- 
ment at  night,  aad  when  alao  in  aolitada  the 
priapaantakathalr  Biaala.  The  gaaeial  piaa 
of  diacipUae  la  like  that  at  Aabara,  Wetheia- 
fieM  aad  Chatleatowa.  Than  have  baea  gto- 
riona  raaolto  la  the  radical  nform  of  priaoaera. 
In  December,  1831,  the  chaplain  npoirted  ftam 
hIa  dapartmeDt;  and  though  tha  nport  waa 

with  tmt 
aaet  of  n- 
form ;  but  inapaakingof  theaecaaea,  be  any*  :— 

••  It  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  not  oae  of  tbia 
bepeftil  number.  In  aH  ray  Intaitoam  with 
Qiem,  hae  ever  givaa  the  moet  rearola  intims' 
tiaa  of  a  daain  to  be  nlaaaed  fWmi 
nuniahment;  nor  am  I  awaro  that  oae 
Doea  nleaeed  oa  aecaaat  of  aay  religioas 
profoaaloaa.** 

Thia  oflicer  at  Slng>8big,  tha  Eev.  Jonatbaa 
Dickeraon,  appean  to  have  a  wholeeome  dis- 
traat  of  the  daaa  of  mea  with  whoa  ha  haa  to 
deal,  mid  to  took  for  hypoeilay ;  aad  yat.  from 
fotfta  that  have  coaie  to  hia  kaowfadfa,  he 
tMaka  then  la  great  naaan  aad  eaaoaraaetDaai 
to  bo  atteatlfa  aad  folthlhl  to  thia  claaa  of 
men.  In  a  raceat  oammnaicatloa  to  tlia  New 
Jeraay  Priaoa  Inatracilon  Society,  ha  aaya :— 

"Then  have  bean  aaaaa  whan  eoavieia, 
whan  diaehariad,  have  aOhnd  themeilvea  la 
the  people  of  Qod;  and  matalalnad  a  raligiova 
ehuadar;  oae  of  whom  baa  afaca  died,  aad 


in  death  aa  wall  aa  life 
charchof  which  ha  waaa 
of  radical  refoRaatkm  have  _ 
during  tha  laat  year.    ItMn  an 
ei^ity  that  have  hopeftilly 
tolUa;  and  the  greater  part  an 
During  the  laat  aaaaBB,aeam 
without  the  oecumaee  of  a 

Indeed,  they  an  lieglanhig 
Prleoa,aaat 

for  oimiaala  le 
to  look  back 
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hambl«  loatlllnff  tnd  contritUm  of  aoal.  Thia 
iatbo  •ecrei  or  the  whole  tblnt:  tho  coBrict 
■tiould  be  brought  to  Itel  ■•  ue  keeper  of 
Mafjland  8uto  Prison  eaya  eoine  of  hM  pria- 
onera  felt,  when  they  lately  died  with  the 
cholen.    Said  he  :— 

*<  'i*hey  rejoiced,  in  the  hoar  of  death,  that 
they  were  ever  brought  to  Piiaon." 

And  ae  it  leepecte  pecuniary  eoncems,  it 
will  be  found  in  practice,  ae  it  miitbt  well  be 
fcHind  in  theory,  that  Mmeny  and  «Mra<  im- 
prvpememt  fo  hand  in  hand. 

There  are  eeveral  otbw  reformed  Prieona 
witlun  the  United  States  which  we  asS^t  go 
on  to  deacribe ',  but  auitahle  brevity  in  thia  re- 
port forbida  it.  We  ahould  eapecially  be  hap- 
py to  detail  tbe  latereeting  featuiea  and  reaulta 
of  tbe  Suae  Priaon  at  Charleatown,  Maaaacha- 
aetta.  In  thIa  Priaon,  aa  in  many  othen,  the 
liabbath  aehool  is  deemed  a  very  important 
part  of  the  exerciaea  <A  the  Sabbath.  About 
Ave  hundred  gentlemen,  of  dilArent  denomi- 
naliont,  from  Charleatown  and  Boaion,  teach 
in  tbe  Sabbath  aehool  alternately.  Theae 
visita  to  tbe  priaooera  are  aald  to  have  raiaed  a 
great  intoreat  in  behalf  of  thia  claaa  of  men. 

TlM  brief  notkee  we  have  given,  aa  well  aa 
ochera  which  might  be  given,  all  go  to  ahow 
the  great  truth,  that  if  Priaona  are  commenced 
and  carried  on  aa  they  should  be,  inateed  of 
being  placea  in  which  men  are  matured  in 
crime,  they  may  be  indeed  reformatoiy  la  their 
character ;  and  inatead  of  being  a  heavy  tax  an 
the  atate,  they  may  at  Uaai  anpport  themaelvea. 

A  few  facta  like  tbe  following  will  ahow 
what  an  enormooa  expenao  the  old  Priaona 
have  been  to  the  aeveral  atatoa. 

Connecticut  paid,  for  ite  then  eompaxatlvdv 
amalt  number  of  priaonera,  from  1791  to  1606, 
the  aum  of  two  hundred  and  four  thouaand  four 
hundred  and  eighty  dollara.  New  York  paid 
for  atate  priionera,  from  1796  to  1SQ8,  one  mil- 
lion and  eight  hundred  thouaand  doUan.  Biaa- 
aachuaata,  from  1603  to  1898,  paid  more  than 
three  hunored  thouaand  dollara.  From  1819  to 
189S,  the  atato  of  Pennsylvania  paid.  In  aix 
yeara,  for  merely  one  Pnaon,  that  on  Walont 
Street,  the  aum  of  (me  hundred  and  aevenQr- 
nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-three 
dollara  and  thirtv  ceata,over  and  above  the 
labor  of  the  convfcta.  But  we  forbear  to  apeak 
further  of  miamanagement  abroad,  and  turn 
for  a  moment  to  view  the  Priaon  concerns  of 
Jiew  Jersey. 

And  here  we  may  state  at  once,  that,  with 
reference  to  the  paat,  there  ia  but  one  wretched 
ator)'  to  toll;  and  as  to  the  fkiture,  there  ia  but 
one  diaraal  proapect,  unleaa  thinga  aball  take  a 
turn  for  the  better.  Theae  thinga  are  perhape 
aeen  and  felt  by  a  large  portion  of  the  chlsena 
of  New  Jeraey ;  and  if  they  are  not  aeen  and 
felt  here,  they  are  in  other  autea.and  other 
coantriea.  It  la  a  notorioua  foct^  that  the  al- 
most hopeleaa  condition  of  the  Penitentiary  in 
thia  atato  ia  a  theme  of  eonveraatiou  and  of 
writing,  aomng  men  of  information,  from 
Maine  to  Oeor^a,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Minissippi,  and  not  only  In  America,  hut  Eu- 
rope. The  buildinga  are  badly  constructed  and 
insecure.  In  the  able  report  of  the  committee 
of  aix  from  the  legislature,  In  January,  1830, 
regarding  the  inaecuriCy  of  the  Priaon,  they 
eay: — 

*«  We  have  obtained  informatloa,  fhMB  the 
xecorda  of  tbe  Priaon,  concerning  eacapea  which 
have  actually  been  effected  aince  the  Priaon 
waa  built.  Thia  liat  ia  now  before  ua.  It  con- 
tains the  namea  of  one  hundred  and  ei^t  con- 
▼icte  who  have  made  their  eacape.  Thia  la 
more  than  one  twelfth  part  of  all  who  have 
been  committed  to  the  Priaon,   a  proof  of  the 


iaaaeurlty  of  the  Priaon,  aO'Aur  aa  our  knowl- 
edge  in  the  hlatory  of  Piiaona  extenda,  withoM 
a  parallel.'* 

The  moral  condition,  even  ao  fhr  aa  debda 
have  aeen  the  lif^t.  has  been  loo  aoul-aickea- 
ing  to  be  viewed  witii  compoaure. 

And,  aa  in  tbe  caae  of  other  Priaona  en  the 
old  plan  of  conatruetlon  and  dlacipline,  the 
annnal  drafts  upon  the  treaaury  of  the  aula 
have  been  almost  uninterrupted  from  the  time 
the  Penitentiary  was  built  to  the  present  year. 
The  late  atete  treaaurer,  Mr.  Parker,  after 
going  through  tbe  whole  range  of  tlM  financial 
concerna  ofthe  ealabliahment,  from  the  time  k 
waa  (bunded,  in  1797,  up  to  18B9.  includint  more 
than  thfatyyeara,  reported  to Cfovemor  vroom, 
January  183),  and  aaya  t— 

i*Pn>m  the  beat  information  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  I  think  myaelf  aafe  in  aaying, 
that  the  Priaon  haa  not  aopported  Itaelf  in  any 
one  year  aince  its  erection." 

If  there  be  no  change  ia  the  Prison  and  Jalla 
of  thia  stete,  we  have  yet  to  learn  what  dlqto- 
altion  will  be  made  of  that  multitude  of  vH- 
lalna  who  are  crowding  in  upon  our  territoiy 
from  abroad. 

Tbla  atato  ia  the  treat  thorooghfbre  between 
the  two  greateat  cltiea  of  the  new  worid.  In 
theae  two  citiee,  the  people  axe  reforming  their 
inatltattona  for  correction,  Improving  their 
penal  eodea,  and  critically  watching  the  con- 
duct of  dellnquente  of  every  claaa.  Aa  theee 
citlea  are  rapidiv  growing  and  improving,  thek 
vagrant  population  will  acatter  more  and  move 
into  thia  atete ;  and  if  there  be  no  change  far 
the  better  in  the  dlacipline  ofthe  vlcloua  with- 
in our  border8,the  time  ia  not  fhr  distent  when 
the  atieete  will  be  flUed  with  raacala  of  every 
peeaible  deaeriptlon ;  and  no  aafety  will  re- 
main to  the  honest  citixea  at  hhi  lire-aide  or 
by  the  way. 

P.  S.  We  are  axtreroelv  happy  to  atato  that, 
aince  the  meeting  ofthe  New  Jeraey  Priaon  In- 
atructton  Society,  in  which  the  foreaoing  report 
waa  read,  a  bill  haa  paaaed  the  New  Jeraey  legla- 
lature,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  new  Pen- 
itentiary. The  following  la  a  copy  ofthe  act  :— 

•«  Sac.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  aadr 
General  Aaaembiy  of  thia  atete,  and  it  la  herein 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  a 
Stete  Penitentiary,  capable  of  holding  one  hun- 
dred and  Utty  priaonera,  on  the  principle  of  aep^ 
arate  coaflnement,  with  hard  labor,  ahall  oe 
erected  en  the  landa  belonging  to  the  atala, 
contiguoua  to  where  the  preaent  Priaon  now 
atanda,  and  the  yard  to  be  ao  conatmcted  that 
one  hundred  and  fifty  cella  may  be  added,  if 
they  should  become  neceaaary. 

*•  Sac.  8.  And  be  It  enacted,  That  the  foBow- 
lag  named  peraona,  via.  Jooeph  Kalghn,  Chartea 
Parker  and  WiUlam  R.  Allen,  be,  and  they  ate 
hereto  appointed,  comuhaionera  for  the  eiae- 
tion  of  aald  Penitentiary,  whose  doty  It  ahall 
be  to  Inake  all  neceaaanr  contracta  for  dte 
building  of  aaid  Penitentiary,  teking  aecnrity 
for  the  mithftil  performance  of  the  work  la  a 
good  and  workmanlike  manner;  and  whiah 
said  commlaaionara,  or  either  of  them,  ahan 
not  be  concerned,  or  derive  any  advantega  ar 
profit  from  the  aald  eontraete,  aa  principaiia  or 
agente,  or  otherwlae :  and  in  caae  of  the  death 
or  reaignation  of  any  or  either  of  aaid  commia-  • 
aionera  before  the  completion  of  their  tmat,  the 
governor  ahall  appoint  suitable  penoaa  to  fltt 
the  vacancy. 

**  Sao.  3.  And  he  It  enacted,  That  the  aald 
Penitentiary  ahall  be  conatraeted  on  the  plan 
of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  the  Baatem  Dia- 
triet  of  the  State  of  Pennaylvania,  aubject  la 
such  alterations  and  impioveaMata  aa  tna  aaMl 
I  conmiaslonera,  or  a  airily  af  than. 
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to  Itav  Wffnfn  sad 
wUti  9lmm§9^  That  eke  iwliiciple  of  the  Mpante 
eonllDeiDeat  of  the  piMien,  with  hard  lahor, 
be  preMrved  and  malDtained. 


Bac  4.  And  be  It  enaied,  That  the  lald 
imfaaionen  aie  heieby  anthorixed  and  em- 
iwwered  to  employ,  ta  the  election  of  aald  Peni- 
leotlanr,  a  principal  and  ceaapetont  architect 
and  Mperiatendeat ;  and  the  said  comailfaioifeeff* 
are  hereby  veated  wfth  alt  the  neeeanry  power 
to  cauM  the  aald  Peaitentlary  to  be  erected  and 
completed  i  theyahall  cauae  all  the  accounu 
In  relation  thento  to  be  aocaiatelv  hept  and 
aUicd  i  and  ahall  ftom  time  to  tiaae  deliver 
coplee  thereof;  with  the  voacheta,  to  the  treaa- 
wer  of  thla  ateto,  by  whoae  they  ahall  be  au- 
dited and  alatod.  whkb  accounta,  whea  eo 
audited  and  elated,  ahaU  be  laid  befoie  the  gov- 
•mor,  who  ahall  therenpon  draw  hia  order  on 
the  treaeiirer  for  the  payment  of  the  eame. 
And  Airther,  the  aald  eommiaelooeri  ahaM  re- 
ceive eucb  conipeneation  for  their  aervlcee  aa 
the  flnveraor  ahaM  deem  Juat  and  reaeonable. 

*«  Sac.  &  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  earn  of 
thirty  thouaond  doUaia  be,  and  la  hereby  aiqno- 
priated  to  be  paid  eo  wananta  diawn  by  the 
pDvcmor  In  (bvor  of  the  eaid  commiaaioaen, 
on  the  treaaurer  of  tbia  aUto.  to  be  by  them 
applied  ia  erecting  the  Peaiteatkry  aforeeaid^— 
Ft0tidml.  That  not  naoie  thaa  the  anm  of  twelTC 
thotttand  dollaia  ehall  be  drawn  bv  the  gov- 
ernor, ae  afoieaaid,  on  or  before  the  drM  day  of 
November  neit.  Jtnd  mronitd  elM.  That  the 
fovemor  aball  have  full  power  to  draw  war- 
lanta  fur  aald  money,  in  aueh  inatalmento  only 
aa,  la  Ilia  opinion,  the  pragieaa  ef  the  work 
lequirea. 

*•  Bkc.  «.  And  be  H  eaacted.That  the  aald  aoaa- 
miaeionera,  or  a  Hia>ority  of  thea^  ahall  make 
a  Aill  report  of  their  acccNinta,  receipta  and 
dieburaementa,  aad  geneially  of  their  acta  and 
proceedinp,  to  the  governor  of  thie  atato,  Ikom 
time  to  time,  whenever  he  ahall  require  It,  and 
annually  to  the  leglatature  of  thla  atoto,  ac- 
companied with  each  other  information,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Bubject,  aa  they  shall  deem  prop- 
er to  communlcato. 

**  Bkc.  7.  And  lie  it  enacted,  That  the  aald 
commiaeioncra,  with  the  conaont  and  a|4>rDba- 
tion  of  the  kerper  and  acting  iaapecton  of  the 
Btato  Prison  for  the  time  being,  ahall  be  au- 
Uiorixed  and  empttwered  to  employ  the  coo- 
vieta  upon  such  work,  in  tlie  ereclton  of  aald 
P^nitotttiary,  aa  they  are  coropetont  to  per^brw, 
paying  due  regard  to  their  aecoilty  and  disci- 
pline. 

<*  Pamed  Februaiy  13»  1833." 

M»  Aei  Ut  omJw  a/mrtktr  4pfropria»i«n  ^  Montf 
fmr  tkt  Eruiliam  ^Uf  Mw  5Cat« 


Whereae  the  legiahiture  of  this  atote,  at  ha 
pieaent  aeaeioa,  pawod  an  act  anthoriciog  the 
erection  of  a  New  BtotoPenitontiary,  and  baa 
authorized  an  appropiialioa  of  thiiiy  thoaaand 
doUnn  towarda  that  object,  btrt  haa  only  au- 
thorixed  the  drawing  of  twelve  thoiieand  of 
eaid  approprlatl6n ;  and  whereaa,  shice  the 
peaaing  of  saM  act,  proper  eetimatee  of  all  the 
materials  aeceseary,  and  of  the  eoaia  of  labor, 
have  been  furnished  by  a  competent  peraon, 
IVom  which  it  appears  great  saving  wiB  nccnie 
to  the  etate  if  the  aaMwat  aathovlaed  to  be 
drawn 'shaU  be  lacreaeed  to  auch  a  aum  aa  will 
enable  the  eommlasionera  to  procure  the  build- 
lag  of  said  Pealtentiary,  to  proceed  with  aU 
expedition,  having  due  regard  to  economy; 
and  whereaa  it  ia  adviaable  that  the  progress 
^  the  work  should  sullbr  no  onneceesaiy  delay, 
aad  thereby  incraaae  the  expenae  thereof,— 

Sac.  K  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Council  and 
General  Aasembly  of  thia  ataiok  aad  It  ia  here- 


by eaaded  by  the  aathoilij  of  the  i 
to  addkloa  to  the  aawaat  ef  twelve 
doOais,  which  the  governor,  or  the  peraon  ad- 
minlsterlag  the  govenunent  ef  this  atote, 
Botliorfatee  to  draw  la  fkvor  of  the  coa 
atonera,  (anwinied  to  balld  the  aald  New 
Penitentiary  by  the  act  of  the  thlitefuith  da]r 
of  February,  of  the  aieaaM  year,)  be  ahall  be. 
and  is  hereby  anthoRBed  to  draw. la  &vor  or 
the  aald  commiaaloaara,  tnm  anv  naappre- 
priatod  meaeya  ia  the  trsaauty  of  thla  ecaie, 
the  ftuther  earn  ef  eighteea  theoaami  dollax«» 
being  the  lealdue  of  the  appropiialioa  made  by 
the  aforaaaid  act  fcr  boOdh^  the  eaid  N4 
State  Paaitentiary. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  aaacted.  That,  la 
ahould  not  be  an  aanniit  of 
Bwney  la  the  treaaary  of  thb  aiaie' 
to  meet  the  drafia,  as  aothorlaed  Iw  this  act, 
and  the  act  of  the  thkteenth  day  of  Fehraaiy 
aforeeaid.  It  ahall  and  may  be  tawftd  Ibr  itar 
governor,  or  the  persoa  adminkrteriiif  the  fov- 
emment  of  thia  aiate,  to  bonow  an  aaaoaat  of 
money  aaflcleat  to  meet  the  agipsf^ptiathma  aa 
aforeeaid,  and  at  a  rate  of  teteveat  not  exceed- 
ing five  pe?  centnm  per  ananm,  aad  to  reiaa- 
busse  the  saara  at  any  ttase  not  leaa  thaa  eae 
year  ttvm  the  time  of  coatractlaf  the  loan ;  aad 
the  governor,  or  peraon  admtaiaterlDf  the  for- 
emment  of  thia  atato,  ia  hemby  aathnrised  and 
empowered  to  ptodge  the  fiiith  of  this  state  tor 
the  pajrment  of  the  principal  and  iai 
all  mmieya  which  may  he  aonvwed 
aald. 

Paaaed  February  97, 1103. 


The  author  of  the  deeiga  aaya:— 

**  la  deaigaing  the  plan,  the  aaeel 
features  of  our  building  have  been  adopted,  aad 
ila  imperfections  avoided. 

**ln  the  estimate,  I  have  calcuteted  every 
Ibatara  of -fhe  design,  to  be  ezecuied  In  the 
moot  substential  and  approved  maanrr,  and  ef 
the  beat  materials  of  their  several  kiadji,  avoid- 
ing naeleaa  ornament,  aad  emnto/iog  aierabme 
best  calculated  to  perfect  the  deaired  prepoftiee 
of  theinaljtutloa — the  valoe  of  toborand  wa- 
teriala  teken  from  the  best  informatioa  aad 
experience. 

"The  whole  plan  wIM  aceomaBodate  three 
hundred  prlenaera,  aad  admit  the  etectlen  of 
any  one  of  the  radiattag  blocks,  as  ctrcaai> 
stoaces  may  reqoira,  from  tlaie  totlBM,  withoat 
Intert^rtog  with  each  other.*' 

Exteraal  wall,* • 9I4/MM> 

Front  building,  conulning  the  culinary, 
laundry,  ana  bathing  offlcee,  store- 
rooms, keeper^  chambers,  obeerva- 
•ory,  reservoir,  belfiy,  and  other  fire- 
proof rooma,  expressed  In  the  ptoa,  • .  15,009 
Cluvert,  finks,  ciist  iron  pipes,  covered 
ways,  apparatas  tot  cooking,  warm- 
ing, and  raising  water  Into  reser- 
voirs,..*...  ....••....•.••    13,000 

Five  radiating  blocks  of  cells. 

Block  A  conteining  SO  ceDs, 18,000 

B 75 «7,000 

C 50 lS,0ftO 

I) 75  ...• 27,000 

S 50 18,000 


300  cello.  f  150.(a> 

mtmirlfkim,  Jaauaiy,  1839. 

Tk»  Sa^at*  sebsel,  hi  operatloa  at  praeeat  in 
the  Prison  at  Lambertoo,  waa  coanmenced  ia 
July,  1039.  BomeperaoaawerediacrvMedwbea 
Ihey  knew  bow  the  prleonen  had  heietofora 
been  negteeted  by  the  state  gorernmeai  and 
Chriatlaa  cemmanhy.    T^ese  pecsnae  laqaiied 
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WltotWr  wmmUiIbI  cotold  not  be  dofle  in  b«- 
hklT  of  this  unhappy  cliM  of  men.  Tbo  prlii- 
oaen  were  Tialted  at  their  celle,  and  converaed 
with  In  a  ftee  and  friendly  manner  in  relation 
to  a  Bible  clan  ezerclee  on  the  Sabbath.  Thoee 
who  could  read  (eome  more  than  half  <^  the 
whole  number)  were  immediately  aaeoclated 
In  BiUe  daaaea,  and  thoee  who  could  not  read 
buTe  been  leamlttf  lo  to  do. 

Theee  efforu  were  noticed  by  GoYemor 
Troom  in  hie  meaaafa  to  the  legialatora  In  Oc- 
tober, 183B.    Speaking  of  the  Penlteutiaiy,  he 


I  am  happy  to  My,  that  rellfloua  Inatmc- 
tlon  hue  been  araloitoaaly  ftimlahed  to  the  in- 
atitutlon.  and  that,  betldee  the  ordinary  diepen- 
aation  of  ihe  word  of  IJfb  to  the  wretched  in- 
matee,  a  Sabbath  ichool  lias  lieen  commenced 
and  regularly  attended  for  eome  months  past. 
Some  young  gentlemen  flrom  the  neidiborhood, 
netuatod  by  the  spirit  thM  moTod  a  Howard  In 
hie  lahort  of  benevolence,  and  which  apringa 
iaunedlately  from  the  Great  Source  of  charity 
and  love,  have  enfaged  in  thia  work  with  a 
seal  worthy  of  the  olgect,  and  a  determination 
to  peraevere  in  It,  even  under  the  discouraging 
circumstances  that  now  preaent  themselves. 
Noble  eflbrts  like  these  deeerve  to  1m  recorded ; 
they  will  receive  their  reward.** 

llkere  were,  indeed,  and  still  are,  *<  diseour- 
nglng  circumstances.'*  There  weie,  also,  and 
now  ue,  things  mumtagb^.  Among  the  for- 
aaer  was  the  net,  that  a  smSclent  number  of 
tenehefs  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  Immediate 
▼leinlty  of  Ihe  Prison.  Of  eouree  they  were 
oMalned  ftom  places  as  near  the  institution  as 
they  could  be  round. 

The  greatest  dIseouraienienU  rssnlt  from  the 
cewcrwtfMiofthe  Old  Prison.  These  wUI  not 
-nxlst  in  the  New. 

Among  the  thlnfi  which  tended  to  saMuraM, 
when  these  efforts  first  commenced,  was  the 
■ftct,  that  there  was  then  residing  in  the  state 
a  young  gentleman  of  lars  sniilt,  who  took  an 
naive  nart  in  the  eoncems  of  oor  society  when 
in  It*  inlkncy,  and  who.  at  n  peenliar  period, 
wna  a>H«jid  to  theAMadteM. 

Another  sooice  of  eneouracsment  existed  In 
Ihe  friendly  disposition  of  the  keeper  of  the 
Prison.  Be  receWes  with  cordiality  and  po- 
liienees  thoee  who  make  efforts  for  the  mond 
nnd  religious  improvement  of  the  prisoners. 

There  was  also  encoaragement  in  the  fbet, 
thnt  gentlemen  of  eminence,  and  In  honoraUe 
atatlon,  gave  counsel  and  flivor  to  thoee  more 
actively  engagad  in  this  depnitment  of  benev- 
olent and  Christian  enterprise. 

The  prisoners  received  theee  who  Tlslted 
them  with  respect,  and  apparent  gratltnde; 
hot  how  much  good  haa  been,  or  may  yet  be 
nctompUshed,  we  pestend  not  to  siy.  The  so- 
ciety nime  to  be  laithAil  to  theee  their  fellow 
men,  and  leave  the  event  for  another  day  to  re- 
veal. 

As  (hr  as  the  mere  eMcermwe  of  manr  of  the 
inmates  of  the  Prison  la  concerned,  wbUe  their 
leachen  are  with  them  en  the  Sabbath,  Ihe 
▼iaitor,  when  he  retlies,  might  sny  :•» 

Wtew  bwih  It  InwMWlliy.    1Vi«  m 

NoBMlMMMfhsirCMMMsi  !•  Ibiir  tisbi 
No  ftOfn  cittiif :  vA  Xbej,  whnH  mMi 
SmI  laM  *wk  iJm  •TwrnciadMi 
Lli>daaftl«,«l«r«7». 


WlM«  JiMllM  frOM  lb 

HMk  MBnl/ mtwmI  { 

This  society  elites  Its  flni  wmal  repoit  ly 
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stbting  that  the  subjects  for  fbtura  inveedgn- 
thm  aie  eiceedingiy  important  in  their  bearing 
mi  the  Tital  interests  or  eociety  at  large. 

It  Is  well  known,  but  perhaps  better  kaown 
to  some  of  thle  society  than  to  moet  others,  that 
there  are  a  dass  of  public  Instltutiona  among 
us,  which  ars  greatly  neglected  from  the  vecy 
Act  that  they  are  jmMie.  As  in  other  concema 
of  life,  so  in  thii  matter,  "  the  business  which 
belonga  to  every  one  has  but  poor  attention." 
Theee  instltutkuis  contain  not  a  fbw  of  those 
whose  souls  and  happiness  are  precious,  and 
who  are  **  bone  of  our  bone  and  llesh  of  ow 
flesh.** 

Aware  of  thle  suie  ei  Ihloga,  eome  gentlo- 
men  in  this  state  have  formed  themselves  into 
an  association,  whoee  chief  oltfect  is  to  allevi- 
ate the  suJIbrings  and  reform  the  character  of 
the  iamateaof  our  Penitentiary,  Jails,  and  Poor- 
Houses. 

While  the  main  efforts  of  the  aasoeiation  wOl 
be  of  a  moral  and  religious  character,  still  It 
should  be  understood,  that  every  point  of 
Prison  discipline  will  Ml  within  the  aeope  of 
the  aociety*a  Inveetigationa. 

Lunatica  and  Juvenile  delinqnenU  will  lo- 
ceive  the  eociety 'a  attention. 

UmrimimmtM  d«M  la  a  anideet  which  ahoiM 
receive  a  thoiough  Inveetigationa  And  how- 
ever opinions  may  differ  as  to  the  iB«dw  of  opo- 
rating.  It  ia  presumed  that  moet  persons  wiU 
agree  with  Governor  Southard,  In  the  eentiaaont 
enreesed  In  his  message  to  the  legislatnn  of 
thM  state,  January,  1833.    He  says  ;— 

"  The  prevention  ot  fiwU  should  be  sought 
by  all  the  meane  which  society  can  afford ;  but 
Imprieonment  for  4»H  eleas,  without  fraud,  is 
to  be  Justiiled  on  no  principle  congenial  to  our 
Institutions.** 

Thus  much  for  the  abetnct  principle.  Than 
as  to  the  means,  in  detail,  of  eflbcting  the  ob- 
ject, we  must  be  tau^t  by  experience ;  and 
fuu  must  be  gathered. 

This  society  feels  greatly  encouraged  flvm 
the  fact,  that  It  has  rseelved  constant  um 
warm  assurances  of  eo-operation  on  the  part  of 
other  societies,  persons  or  dlstinctioo,  wardena^ 
and  other  oAcers  of  Prisons  In  several 
thoee  who  conduct  public  presses,  ^.  Ax. 


{^ 


q^  th»   Ntm  Jeney 
tutruetion  Soricly. 

Anneba  1.  This  Aasoelatloa  adopt  the  name 
of  **tlie  New  Jeiaey  Prieon  Inslractlon  Society.** 

Anr.  S.  The  chief  ot^  of  this  soeiMr 
ehnll  be,  to  extend  lo  Che  conviete  in  the  Pris- 
ons of  this  state  the  beneflu  of  the  Sabbnth 
school  svstem  of  Inetniction,  and  also  to  Auahii 
them  with  preaching. 

Aar.  3.  In  connection  whh  the  foregoing  «lb> 

t,  pfDvisioB  shall  also  be  made  Ibr  Inqoir- 

g  into  the  relative  etBeiency  of  dMbrsnt 
modee  of  Prison  discipline,  and  of  diflbvsat 
methods  of  Instruction. 

Aar.  4.  The  oflcen  of  the  society  shall  be,  n 
prseldent,  a  vico-presMent,  a  eorrsspondug 
secfetaty,  a  mcording  secretary,  a  trsaiUCTori  a 
librarian,  and  a  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
school. 

Anv,  8.  The  prseldent  shall  prsslde  at  all 
meetingi:  It  shall  be  his  duty  to 
visit  the  schools,  and  to  have  a  geneml' 
Intendence  of  the  conceme  of -the  eocle^. '  fa 
hie  abeence  the  vieo-prasidont  shall  disrhnip 
his  duties ;  and  in  the  absence  of  both,  a  par- 
son selected  for  the  occasion. 

Aav.  8.  TheeoneepoadlagaseialaryshiMho 
chargsd  with  Ihe  aiecotloa  ef  the  third  titlcle 
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PRifMi  i>ifcin.0ui  iocnnrr. 


•r  Cfcif  eoMtiuitios ;  the  neoriUnfl  McntMy 
wftli  tbe  pretfliTitloB  of  tlM  minoCa*. 

Abt.  7.  The  traMurer  •taftU  take  char|v  of 
•It  moneys  wkich  may  come  Into  the  poeeei 
•ton  of  tlie  •odecy,  by  donaifon,  or  oCherwiee, 
■ad  bold  ttaem  mibjeet  tofia  order. 

AmT.  8.  Tbe  libfrnrton  •bell  take  ebargi  of 
tin  book*  behmgiaf  to  tb«  library,  •ul^ect  fo 
tbe  order  of  tbe  •ocMv. 

Art.  9.  Tbe  •uperintendeiit  of  tbe  Babbeth 
school  iball  make  prorieion  for  tbe  doe  in- 
•tmction  of  the  lebool :  it  ahall  also  be  bis  duly 
torsque»t  clergyaien  of  diflbrent  denoninatSont 
to  visit  ibe  sebool,  and  preach  to  tbe  prisoners, 
whenever,  in  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  keeper,  it  can 
be  done  with  conTentenee. 

Art.  10.  The  society  shall  meet  annnaliy. 
In  Trenton,  on  the  second  Saturday  of  Sep- 
tember, at  Wbkh  time  the  oiBcers  shall  be 
ehoaen  for  tbe  ensuing  vear :  the  socirtv  shall 
also  meet  on  its  own  adjournments,  and  at  tbe 
call  of  the  presiding  officer. 

Art.  II.  Those  persons  shall  be  considered 
mefflbers  of  tbe  societv  who  buvt  become  such 
by  the  adoption  of  this  eonstltntion,  and  such 
other  persons  as  the  society  may  elect. 

iotsPB  A.  Yard,  of  Trenton,  PrtriimU 
Afjmioir  BcorimLB,  of  Princeton,  Fie^-Pm. 
Joan  Maouaii,  of  Princeton,  TVsaMra-. 
Saiiobi.  KTAivi,  lAkrmiam. 
iouv  Btoart,  of  MnceCon,  Off.  8u, 
Joaam  O.  Potts,  of  Tmaloo,  Am.  8tc 
Jom  flTOAaT,fl^pii  ifisdisf  ^Stkbath  I 


Tf  On  FhOadtkUa  SoeiHw/or  AlUtiating 
iht  m$€riu  qf  FubUc  FrUont,  1833. 

The  acting  couBittee  tnbmit  the  fDUowing 

Dnrlag  the  ptsi  year,  the  committee  met 
twelTe  times,  and  their  sub^coramitteea  fVe- 
fwatly  examined  the  dMbient  Prisons  In  the 
elty  ud  eooaty  of  Phlladelphla.  Those  pris- 
eaers  who  stood  In  need  of  assistance  raceiTed 
H.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  influenxa 
dnrlag  the  last  winter,  and  of  the  cholera  in 
the  summer,  the  expenditures  of  the  society 
fcave  been  naasqally  great.  The  amosat  ex- 
^nded  wUl  appear  ij  tbe  traasurer's  account. 

The  condidon  of  the  various  Prisons  to 
wMeh  tbe  attoatton  of  the  eomaiittee  has  been 
iiraeied,  will  aow  bo  deeertbed. 

Th0  Arch  Street  Prison  has  been  ftoquently 
vlalled,  and  especially  doting  the  period  when 
Iha  eholera  pnvalled.    Upoa  that  sat^Jeet  a 

rdal  rapoit  tea  heea  aahmlttad,  lo  whieh 
committee  beg  leave  to  relbr. 
The  eomaiittee  have  eatfaavond  to  aseortahB 
tfto  amaber  of  AaaOalkiNa  choleia  la  this  Prls- 

Tha  toctf  BHBihm  who  died  la,  and  were 
harled  from,  this  Jan,  was  44 :  and  the  deaths 
at  Ihe  various  hosatalB,  fco.  (amoag  tha  piif- 
OBOIB  discharged  fton  this  eetabllshmeni)  amy 
ho  slatad  at  aboat  0.  The  total  moitattty, 
IhBiaftm,  aawaa  these  two  classes,  amy  be 
•Cated,  la  the  opuloB  of  the  committee,  at  67 ; 
halL  as  soBM  deiiMlhl  cbssb  have  beoa  sabaiSi- 
WitoPm  fomailWsa,  It  aiav  he  proper  ts  m- 
that  the  maxlaiam  did  aot  exceed  TBijia- 
tbswksli^Clsiselfaiftdcssss.  The 
had  the  heal  oppoitanlly  to  piocaio 
wnvOT  ■wbnaBHoa,  havtag  aeeess  to  the  vo* 
•aras  of  the  physklaai^  aad  the 


ptteoMT  la  the  nevaitf  huiflhili,  aa  igB  ma 
those  coafiaed  within  the  walls  of  tha  Priaan, 
where  their  attendaace  was  dally  jglvea,  mm 
loog  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  rsqavod. 

With  the  excepttoa  of  this  terrible  vtsltatiaa, 
the  stale  of  this  Prisoa  has  aot  aialetial^  vm- 
rled  ftom  that  of  laat  year. 

The  same  sysCem  of  fflofsl  comrnKmaBtB  is 
still  practised  by  some  of  the  nagieliataa. 
Persons  are  still  conuaitted  as  "  Idle  and  dla- 
orderly,  till  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.** 
The  maglstntet  who  thus  vfelale  tbe  law,  caa- 
not  even  offer  the  plea  of  IgBoraaoe  la  azlem- 
atlon  of  their  oflbnces,  as  the  opinion  of  the 
recorder,  Mr.  Mcnvalae,  on  this  voir  potet, 
was  published  in  the  newepapeit  of  this  ct^, 
in  November,  1199.* 

Another  practice  of  some  mBidMraiaa,  oae 
eqoaUy  contrary  to  law,  is  that  of  dtecliaiglaK 
vagrants  after  their  conviction,  and  hefoia  the 
expiration  of  their  eentences. 

There  is  no  provision  made  by  law  to  sapp^ 
untried  prisoners  with  clothing :  and  when  they 
are  detained  for  months  in  Prison,  they  ma  oftao 
in  a  stale  of  destitution,  partlculaily  daring  aa- 
veiely  cOld  weather ;  ana  where  the  fadlvMa^l 
is  detained,  not  Ibr  trial,  or  aadar  aajr  aea- 
lenee  whatever,  but  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
tbe  country,  tbe  case  Is  mora  aggravated. 

ll  appean  to  the  eomaiittee  that  aaother  evfl 
Is.  tbe  length  of  periods  between  the  aissioas 
of  the  criminal  courU.  It  must  be  appaiaat 
to  every  reflecting  mind  that  the  wants  of  thla 
community  requue  the  criminal  courts  to  sit 
much  mora  flreqoently  than  they  now  dOL 

It  Is  ceruialy  coatrary  to  the  snirlt  of  tha 
eonsthntion,  to  Immnra  a  ddiea  la  a  nieoa 
for  a  long  period  befors  hla  trial,  the  avowed 
object  being  to  secuiv  his  nreseoeo  to  ajwwer 
the  charge  alleged  anlnst  hla,  aad  aot  to  la- 
flict  a  punishmeat.  If  this  be  eoasidsged  aa- 
Just  to  the  ecoMsd,  who  caanot  flad  aeuuhj^ 
what  will  be  said  to  the  Imprisoameat  of  wk- 
asMtf,  who  may  be  unable  to  procdra  ba&? 
The  Court  of  Oyer  and  Tenftiaer  held  hat  two 
sessions  a  year.  A  penoa  who  Is  charfsd 
with  a  high  crime  may  thus  snllhr,  ff  JHeadlam, 
an  imprisonawnt  of  six  moatha  hefors  ha  Is 
brought  to  his  trial,  aad  tbe  wltaaaacs  •mmul 
him.  equally  deatltau,  must  eadara  a  nmllar 
misrortone.  But  the  hUostioe  does  aol  mad 
Ure,  Although  the  tuwi— mfl 
the  presence  of  hmr  wltaessea,  either  by 
polling  them  to  gh'O  bail,  ot  by 
them,  tlie  auuM  possesses  as  sack  rtfkt,  aad 
the  witnceses  in  hh  Ihvor  mnr  all  be  dtsperssd 
before  his  trial  comes  on.  Ill  when  at  ka^ 
brought  to  his  trial,  he  should  be  acniittsd,  aot 
the  ^ehtest  recompense  is  made  to  him  for  bU 
the  suflbrinj  be  has  nndeigoae^—The  Mayor's 
Court  and  Court  of  Quarter  Beaaloaa  are  bald 
only  four  times  in  a  year,  la  Boatoa  aad  Mew 
York,  tbe  criminal  courtt  sit  very  Aaqneatlv. 
This  Is  an  important  sphject,  and  the  commh' 
tee  met  that  the  society  wlUklva  It  that  ssiisas 
atteation  which  k  deservea.  DocaBMais  amihsd 
A,  exhibit  the  aumber  of  commitaMats,  he  to 
this  Jail,  for  1831  and  1833.  The  eotomlttae 
hope  that  their  next  annual  report  wHI  rscoid 
the  demolition  of  this  Prisoa,  aad  the 
of  the  establlshaaat  to  the  aew  Ooaa^ 
the  bnttdlBg  of  wUeh  Is  la  each  rayld 
as  to  JnstUy  the  expectatlBa  that  h 
ready  for  the  wsepdea  of  priseaaw  early  ia  the 
onsidBg  year.  A  deseripHoa  of  this  ^' 
politoly  foiBlshed  by  Mr.  Thoama  U. 
the  archiiaci,  h  safVrfaed. 
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"  This  Prlion  oeoiplM  a  flront  of  310  Utlt  on 
the  PajMTttnk  ro«il,  bj  585  faet  in  depch,  and  k 
enclnfl«d  by  a  sulMtaiitial  yard  wall. 

*<  The  front  if  compoMd  of  UninQr  tionitii,  a 
gtronf  and  dniable  aatarial,  remariuUily  w^l 
adxpted  to  the  constnction  of  a  Priaoa.  Tke 
■tyie  of  architecture  ia  eaetellated  GotiUfC.  The 
facade  eumpri«ea  a  centre  building,  which  re> 
ceHes  .V)  feet  from  tile  line  of  llie  street,  and 
Is  ^  feet  front  at  the  baae,  and  diminishes  in 
off!<eis  at  each  stoiy,  caM>ed  with  a  belting 
course.  U  is  3  stories  higo,  surmounted  bv  cir- 
cular tearrfto«erff,on  the  comers,  of5|  feet  in  di- 
ameter, by  14  feet  high.  These  towers  are  sup- 
ported on  large  cotbela,  and  crowned  with  a  pro- 
je«-tinfi  embattled  parapet.  That  part  of  the 
building  comprised  between  these  towers  is  SO 
feet  high,  ana  Is  also  finished  with  a  projecting 
0111  battled  pnrapet,  supported  on  corbels. 

**  On  each  aide  of  the  centre  building  are 
winss,  receding  10  feet :  they  are  50  feet  wide, 
sormi>nnted  by  a  parapet  pierced  with  em- 
brasures. In  each  of  these  wings  there  is  a 
rate  of  entrance,  10  ibet  wide  and  17  feet  high. 
The  upper  part  of  the  gate  is  secured  by  a  maa- 
sire  wrofignt  iron  portcullis.  The  gates  are 
formed  of  oak  plank,  in  the  moet  durablo 
manner. 

**  These  wings  an  ornamented  with  narrow 
pointed  windows  in  the  first,  and  slip  windows 
In  the  second  stories.  At  each  extremity  there 
are  masalve  octagonal  towers,  terminating  in 
embattled  pwanett,  and  ornamented  with  nar- 
row pointed  windows.  From  these  octagonal 
towers  extends  a  yard  wall,  which  recodea  IS 
feet  from  the  ihmt  of  the  wlnn,  and  is  bnilt 
of  liewn  stone,  the  same  aa  the  rest  of  the 
front,  and  appears  to  compose  a  part  of  tiie 
main  edifice.  At  each  extremity  of  this  wall 
there  are  bastions,  15  feet  wide  at  the  baae,  13 
feet  at  the  top,  and  90  feat  hlgk,  crowned  with 
embattled  parapets. 

•*Tbe  whole  firomt  la  oniamented  with  ai^ 
chitniTea,  labels,  corbels,  Stc  peculiar  to  the 
atyle. 

•*  The  centre  bnilding  is  Intended  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  keener  and  hli  tkmily,  excepting 
one  room,  which  li  to  be  reserved  for  ttie  In- 
spectors. Each  of  the  whip  contains  (in  the 
lower  Btory)a  lobby,  or  place  of  entrance,  and 
an  office.  The  second  stoty  is  intended  roc  an 
In  Urinary. 

"  The  cella  an  built  in  two  Ueeks.  extending 
from  the  offices  in  each  wing,  at  riglit  ang^ 
with  the  principal  front.  They  conUln  406 
cells,  9  feet  wide,  13  feet  long,  and  9  feet  high. 
There  is  a  corridor  In  the  centre  of  each  block, 
the  whole  heieht  of  the  building,  and  90  feet 
wide,  lighted  by  Tuitlcal  windows  fixed  In  the 
roof.  All  the  cdl  doore  may  be  seen  at  the 
same  time  firora  a  window  in  the  ofllce. 

«*  ISach  cell  has  a  separate  fine  for  TentOation, 
a  oeparate  fine  fi»r  admitting  warm  air  from  the 
fomace,  an  i^eTtnre  for  admitting  cold  air,  a 
hydmnt  and  a  water  doseC  These  cells  being 
bnilt  three  stories  hl^.  the  upper  stwies  aro 
approached  by  means  or  fallerlea  fopported  on 
strong  east  iron  brackets.  The  light  isreeelved 
Mito  tne  caHs  through  a  window  4  inches  wide, 
and  44  fset  long,  made  secure  hy  a  cast  iron 
ft«0«,  glased  with  prsised  glaae,  to.i»nTaat  the 
prisoner  looking  out.  The  caaum  of  the  cell 
dooia  an  made  of  CMt  iron.    The  interior 


doornangratinfimadeofwroa|||itiBoa.  The 
exterior  doon  an  mnda  of  wood.  The  move- 
ments of  the  prisooar  m^  be  Inapeoted  at  any 
time,  wtthont  hte  knowledfB,  through  a  small 
'    In  this  door  ibr  the  poipoee, 


which  la  ordfaiafBy  kapC  doaad. 


that  thay  may  all  be  open  at  the  eame  time, 
wHhottt  the  prieanaia  eeelag  each  other.  This 
nndan  the  esliWIehmant  conveaienC  fbr  re* 
licioaa  laatiwtloa.  Wcrehlp  mav  be  parlfarm- 
ed  in  the  eenkkm,  wltMn  hearing  of  all  the 
prisoners,  and  the  spanker  be  onobeerved. 

'*  The  arvaBMniant  of  the  prison  Into  two  dis- 
tinct hloeks  or  cells,  ofllcea,  fguee  of  entrance, 
dbo.  was  made  for  the  porpose  of  keeping  the 
untried  priselien  and  tim  convicts  completely 
aeparale.  By  thiaamngementthe  vialts  ofnla- 
tivea,  counsel,  dto.  to  the  untried  prisoners, 
need  not  be  inlanlioted,  nor  the  solitude  of  the 
conviett  intarrvpted.* 

'*  The  comer  stone  of  this  edifice  was  laid  on 
the  second  day  of  Apfll,  1638.  We  have  pro- 
ceeded with  the  work  during  the  past  year  with 
great  rapidity,  and  anticipate  having  the  whole 
under  roof  and  the  north  block  of  cells  en- 
tii^  finished   by  the  cloae  of  next  season, 

"  The  locatkm  of  this  Prison  appean  to  be 
renmrkaMy  healthy.  All  the  men  employed  on 
the  work  since  this  commencement,  have  en- 
joyed good  health  j  we  have  had  150  at  ana 
time. 

'*  From  thia  hasty  deeerlption,  yon  may  be 
able  to  form  aome  idea  of  tne  eonstraetion  of 
the  building,  and  its  approximailoa  towards' 
completion.  Ton  will  observe  that  the  vstem 
of  solitary  confinement  adopted  in  this  Prison, 
is  the  same  aa  that  practised  at  the  Eastern  State 
Penitentiary,  which  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
syalem  by  which  we  can  hope  to  produce  n 
permanent  refom  In  the  suiUecto  of  Priaoil 
dtacipline. 

**  One  of  the  peataat  evtts  In  knprlaoBmettt 
la  the  knowledge  the  prioonem  neqaln  off  eaoh 
other  while  in  confinement.  The  Pennsylvn' 
nia  system  la  the  only  means  of  prevwitinc 
this  evil ;  and,  could  the  ssbm  principle  he  ef- 
focted  In  nil  the  primary  Prisona  thronnhoot 
the  state,  the  benefit  wooM  be  incatoolahle.** 


The  eommittee  have  nothing  new  to  raport 
in  relation  to  the  Penltentinryin  Walnot  Street. 
Document  B.  will  show  the  number  of  priaon* 


era  received  and  diseharged  fiw  the  past  fk^mm, 
the  nature  of  the  oflbnoes.  ^e.  The  inspectom 
took  all  the  precautlona  taat  aeal  and  wisdom 
could  suggest  to  guard  againat  the  cholera ;  aafi 
everv  precaution  waa  aiade  in  caae  the  dleesse 
reached  the  Prison*  Fortunately,  bat  nalntta 
caseoccnrrsd.  \ 

From  the  pieeent  advanced  stato  of  tho 
biiUdingi  of  the  Eastern  Penkentiary  and  the 
new  County  Jail,  it  Is  hoped  that  the  priMnarn 
may  alao  remove  from  tlia  Walmit  i 
dnnng  the  ensnlng  yenr. 


TU 


Mtk9  fiasfsrn  DUtnei 


The  committee  emhmee  with  _ 
tion  the  opportunity  of  coogmvlating  the 
elv  on  the  snrres^^  the  Peonsylvunln  n 
of  Prison  diacipUde,  now  in  epemtfan  in  the 
Eastern  Paaltontiaiy.  It  cannot  foil  of  being 
a  source  of  high  gnllfieatton  to  the  eoelety, 
that  their  labors  and  exertional  In  npentdo' 
nee,  procured  the  adoptioo  of  the  system  of 
tbeeBtlnseiiarBttoaorthepiisDnemfoDeaei  ~ 


aeparstioaofthe 
other,  and  their  employment  Jb  naefol  and  In 


It  wtH  be  rscmieeteil 
that  the  society,  deeply  Impromed  with  the 
vplae  and  advantagM  offlds  «ystom,  veiy 
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noMom  MtfCffUNfe  «<kntY. 
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wfim  tMr  reeriMtfntkMi.*  tUMd  thtlr  mtteii- 
tkni  to  tiUt  Impoilaiit  wlgMt,  ud,  is  their  »•- 
inorisl  to  the  lesblitiira,  adopted  oa  tlie  9Mi 
of  JanuRnr,  1788,  etete  ttat  thejr  ve  '*  Ailly 
eoDvlBced  tiiat  pwiUkBent  by  iDon  yrieof,  or 
even  eoliiaiy  labor,  would  more  eaeroed^iUf 
tend  to  radolm  the  onhftppy  ot^eete,  u  it 
might  bo  eondaeted  nere  eteodily  md  SBlflNnii- 
ly.  and  tlie  liind  and  portion  of  labor  better 
adapted  to  the  dllTerent  ablliUea  of  the  erimi' 
nail  }'*  and  they  add,  that  by  tbeee  meaifl  **  the 
evUi  of  fkmiliaflElng  yoimg  minda  to  Tictooa 
ebaractera,  wonld  be  removed.**  The  legiala^ 
ture  entered  into  the  vftewa  of  tlie  aocietT,  and, 
ia  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  the  fith  of  April. 
1790,  ezppeaaed  the  hope  '*  that  the  addltkm  of 
unraroittod  aolltudfl  to  laboriou  employment, 
aa  (kr  as  it  can  ba  adopted,  will  contribute  as 
much  to  reform  as  to  deter.**  Unfortanately, 
a  fUr  trial  was  not,  and  conld  not  be  made  in 
n  Prison  so  defeetite  in  all  the  requisites  neeee- 
aary  lo  a  complete  superrislon  and  separation 
of  the  prisoners,  as  the  Jail  ia  Walnut  Street ', 
bot  so  ranch  was  aecompHshed  that  no  donbt 
remained,  that,  in  a  Penltentiaiy  properly  con- 
structed, the  system  would  sueoeed.  The  so- 
ciety, therefore,  repeatedly  called  the  attention 
of  the  legislature  to  tlie  necessity  of  erecting 
sttttable  bulldinp,  In  which  the  soUtaiy  or 
aeparate  confinement  of  the  prisonen,  with  la- 
bor, could  be  properly  canM  into  ezeeutfon.t 

On  the  3d  of  Mnreh,  1818,  the  act  for  the 
oreetion  of  the  State  Penitentiary,  in  the  town 
of  Alleghnny.  opposite  Pittsburgh,  was  passed : 
had,  OB  the  »th  of  March,  IWl,  •«  an  act  for 
tho  eracUoB  of  a  State  Pentteiitlnry  withhi  the 
elty  and  county  of  Philadelphia,**  was  appmred 
by  the  govMnof.  The  Mends  of  the  system  of 
aeparate  conflnement  and  labor  now  congratu- 
lated tliemaelves  on  the  pronect  of  its  receiv- 
lag  a  Ihir  trial  ia  Peaaqrlvnala.  But  new  diiB- 
cutiea  worn  to  be  met— new  ohsladei  were  to 
be  ovoreooae— «n  opposition  arose  which  not 
only  retarded  the  coaqrtetlon  of  tim  buildings, 
but,  for  a  time,  endaaisrsd  the  qrstem  itselfC 
The  exertions  of  the  society  were  uniemitted  j 
and,  at  their  request,  Samuel  R.  Wood.  Eeq. 
lepaifed  to  Barrisborf  in  the  winter  of  1898— 
law.  His  servleee  worn  most  valuable.  Sev- 
eml  distinguished  membon  of  the  legisiature 
look  a  deep  intereat  in  tiw  sueeeea'of  a  system 
which  appeared  to  promise  such  advantage. 
The  able  chalimaa  or  the  Judiciary  committee, 
Gankk  Mallary,  Esq.,  proved  a  aealoua  and 
powerftil  friend  to  the  eaaae.  On  the  93d  of 
April,  1BS9,  **  a  Airther  supplement  to  an  act  to 
iwbrm  the  penal  laws  of  this  commonwealth** 

m  naased  ;  and  by  thia  enactment,  persons 

ivkted  of  the  ciloies  therein  enumerated, 
to  be  aenteaeed  to  suSbr  punishment  by 
te  eonSaeamat  at  labor.  The  acting 
eommitiee,  having  been  appointed  oAdal  via- 
lion,  have  eadeavered  ftuthflilly  to  discharge 
the  trust  repoeed  ia  them.  It  amy  be  proper 
to  slate  aoaie  of  the  nro^miaeat  advaatagse 
which  the  committee  thhik  the  qrstem  of  sepa- 
late  eonllaeaMat  of  prlooaerett  labor  poasessea. 

tt  wiU  be  admitted,  that  the  great  objects  of 
pualahmeat  an  to  proveat  the  commisakm  of 
oflaaea,  and  to  reform  the  erimiaal.  That  sys- 
tem of  puBishaMat  which  secures  the  attaiin- 
meat  of  theae  o^Joeta  in  the  higbeet  dMree, 
wlU  be  the  meat  benefleial  to  the  pobUc 


Man,  as  a  social  be  lag,  dofvua  his  chlaf 

eness  from  his  intercourse  with  hie  AH 
e  eagerly  aeeks  for  socieqr,  that  he  nsay  ia* 
crease  his  Joys,  and  flasuafe  his  aotraw*.  T« 
be  totally  cut  olT  ttom  the  eompaaioaa  with 
whom  he  has  been  aeaeuslouBed  to  aeanrlstf, 
and  to  be  secluded  from  the  world,  will  All  the 
bosom  of  any  man  with  dreaif.  neiefove,  he 
whose  past  lifo  has  been  such  aa  to  reader  re- 
flection terrible,  will  endeavor  to  avoid  incur- 
ring that  ponisnmeaf  which  not  only  deprives 
him  of  liberty  and  society,  Iwt  alao  coanpelt 
him  to  coramane  with  Us  own  heart.  Old 
convicts  are  generally  cautlooa  not  lo  oomait 
those  dfeaees  which  are  poniahed  Iqr  aeMraie 
CMiflaement  at  labor ;  and  the  nomber  of  pvte- 
oners  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  for  tbe  first 
oflbnce,  is  propoitiooably  greater  than  la  the 
other  Prteons ;  and  of  those  dlecharged  fhsB 
this  Jail,  none  have  been  yet  recomaiUod. 
That  recommitments  will  take  place,  wfll  not 
admit  of  a  doubt ;  but  the  commlttoe  bellevo 
they  will  be  jfrMt^  diminished  ;  ei^ccMflbvAca 
tkt  Mm§  tfttgm  i*  tarried  imU  ^giet  m  tiu  Cemmtg 
Primmt,  tn  addition  to  the  above  Ada,  the 
committee  have,  in  th^  vishs  to  the  other 
Prisons,  heard  many  of  the  prisonera  ezprea* 
their  strong  apprehensions  of  the  aeverily  of 
this  mode «?  punishment.  That  it  Is  severe  ie 
admitted  :  but  to  accomplish  the  end,  Itaiuas  be 
severe.  It  is  not,  however,  cruel ;  the  severi^ 
is  salutary,  not  only  in  promoting  tho  fea«tal 

EDd,  in  frmaahi*  the  commissloa  of  eriane. 
t  it  is  also  benelcial  to  the  convict  himeeU. 
In  the  solitude  and  sileace  of  his  loom,  he  caa- 
Bot  avoid  reflecting  on  his  past  life,  and  Is 
forced  to  acknowledge  that  hie  pnaishnwat 
Is  a  Just  retribution  for  his  past  oOhiieee* 
His  coaselehoe  Is   awakened— ita    whlsper- 
ingi   must  be  heard,  and  he  win  ptohah|y 
be  aroused  to  a  aenee  of  his  sitoatioB.     Ttaat- 
ed    with  kindness  by  those  who  hava  the 
charge  of,  or  hold  offlcnl  Inlsrooune  with  him. 
his  evil  propeasities  will  be  cheeked,  aad  tke 
better  feelinip  of  his  nature  aroused.    laalraeft- 
ed  ia  some  useftal  employroent,  labor  wfll  be  a 
source  of  gretifieatlon— habits  of  industry  wUI 
thus  suppmnt  those  of  idleness.    Vmm   the 
Scriptures  aad  the  visits  of  the  mlnlatere  of  our 
holy  reHtion,  he  will  be  taught  the  value  of  hja 
immortal  soul,  and  toprepare  for  the  Judpnent 
to  come.    On  his  diseharge,  he  wtU  not  be 
turned  helpless  and  destitute  oa  the  world} 
and,  having  aconired  the  knowledge  of  esoio 
nseral  tnde,  ana  the  radlmentaof  an  odocaikm. 
he  will  have  (he  means  of  obtaining  an  hoaest 
livelihood.    If  disposed  to  do  well,  hie  path 
cannot  be  crossed  >y  any  of  bis  fellow  pneoa- 
en ;  to  them  he  is  as  much  uakaowa  as  if  he 
had  never  entered  the  watts  of  the  JaU ;  not  hav- 
ing been  sob!)eeted  even  to  tlm/ass  a/idsiterfj 
few  will  kaow  that  he  has  been  aa  iamalci  or 
a  PeniteBtiary.    Should  he.  however,  leave  the 
Jail,  on  the  explratioa  of  hia  aeateaoe,  aot 
better  thaa  whea  he  entered  It,  he  tsaeir  he 
woiae.    Behasbeen  sul)t|ectedlotlielaflacace 
of  ao  contaminating  etamplss:  hehas  aot  been 
the  pupil  of  the  ei^eit  or  dailag  vlllaia,  ead 
therelqr  sohwrted  ia  the  vartoas  aita  aad 


by  whioh  crime  can  be  suci^^ttlly  aarpclrated  ^ 

Aflonl^lQ  BUB  01  ^QDM^ 


ao  opportunity  has  been 
clsing  a  malign  influence  oa  othata.  It  la  tias, 
thai  iastrvetloB  is  glvoBia  other  Pealleatiarless 
but  where  tbe  priemen  are  emnlofod 
it  IsimposBibie  to  prevaat  seaM  fafsiw 
taking  place  between  them  while  la 
amat ;  aad  when  they  meet,  after  their  dio* 
charge,  they  immediately  recogaiae  each  other* 
The  committee  have  attempiod  thaw  briery 
to  point  out  eomeof  the  advaataass  of  the  sya* 
tomof  BSMiaia  coallaemaai  at  laher  t  to 
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mania  all  of  tham  woald  nqnira  mora  of  7011T 
time  than  tlie  oommittee  deem  tliemaMiree 
wmrrmated  In  oceupyiag. 

Tbey  will  now  proceed  to  five  Ibe  aodety  • 
sketch  of  the  itate  of  ihU  Prison. 

The  flnt  prisoner  was  received  at  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary,  on  tbe  95th  of  Octoher,  1639,  and 
tiM  whole  nufliber,  up  to  the  (km  of  Janaary, 
1833.  irf  149.  Of  this  number.  4  are  females. 
Their  diet  is  coarse,  bat  nutritious  ;*  and  the 
clothing  comfortaMe.t  They  are  kept  regularly 
amployed,^  and  whea  the  work  of  the  day  is 
over,  those  who  can  read  are  furnished  with 
Bibles,  and,  with  the  permission  of  the  tvarden, 
have  the  use  of  a  small,  but  weli-eeleeted  lilN»- 
ly^pro^ided  by  the  society. 

When  a  prisoner  does  not  know  bow  to  rsad, 
pains  are  taken  to  teach  him.  If  he  be  onao- 
quainted  with  any  trade,  or  with  one  that  can- 
aoc  be  Dunued  in  the  Prison,  he  is  inatnaeted  in 
one.  On  Sunday,  the  establishment  is  gene- 
rally visited  by  some  clergyman,  who  imparts 
religioas  instruction  to  hs  inmates.  These 
T&siu  are  not  coaflned  eiclnaively  to  the  flnt 
day  of  tbe  week. 

The  treatment  of  the  prisoners,  by  all  the 
ofllcers,  is  marked  by  Its  kindness  and  Ann- 
nesa,  and  punishment  is  rarely  infliclM,  and 
the  lash  is  never  used. 

Neatness  and  cleanliness  are  eareflilly  ob- 
served, both  in  the  cells  and  persons  of  the 
^sonars,  which,  together  with  regular  exeiviae 
jind  diet,  have  preserved  the  general  health  of 
the  establishment.  The  number  of  deaths  for 
the  post  year  has  bean  four.  The  committee, 
on  this  point,  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  physi- 
cian's report. 

From  the  observation  the  committee  have 
jnade,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that 
.short  sentences  are  not  attended  with  great 
CQBBparative  advantage ;  and,  if  thef  be  per- 
nitteJ  to  express  an  opinion,  would  say  that  a 
sentence  from  two  to  three  years  (say  three 

Kara)  would  produce  a  result  decidedly  more 
nelleial  than  one  for  a  more  limited  period, 
^ot  only  are  bad  habits  to  be  eradicated,  but 
good  ones  must  have  time  to  become  establlah- 
•d«  and  time  Is  necessanr.  in  many  cases,  for 
^traction  in  some  useful  trade. 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the 
S8th  of  March,  1831,  the  inspectors  took  meas- 
ures to  carry  its  provisions  into  effecL  Their 
report,  hereunto  annexed,  will  show  the  prog- 
lese  made  in  the  erection  of  the  new  cells,  and 
also  the  improvemeDts  which  experience  has 
suggested  in  them ;  and  a  mors  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  Prison  will  be  found  In  the  report 
of  the  warden.    (Bee  document  C.) 


Althoogh  the  committee  have  had  no  oppor- 
tnnity  or  making  a  personal  examination  of 
this  Prison,  from  the  reports  of  the  inspectors, 
and  information  obtained  tmrn  other  sources, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  most  ad- 
visable to  sell  it,  or  pull  the  cells  down,  as. 


t  The  efaMhlBr  la 
>KfceU, 


. ioriDaillaiblito.(vani>- 

I  of  eotten,  sad  •hoe*— tlw  J«dMI  and 

jliiMfa ;  mhI  wttrikn  itocUDji,  and 

■I*  AnnirfMd  la  wbil«r.    Tht  beddlaf  totrnGu  of  • 

'  or  «ara  haak  BMlvMi,  aad  oaalia  rfMMi  la  MaMnw, 

and  hi  wialar  Maaketi  ua  MkML 
I  The  prinelpal  oadH  cuiM  m  art  VMniag  tad  ihoe- 


from  Us  coMtniclkm,  II  Is  sfttlialy  naaadiablt 
for  the  purposes  of  ssporate  eooflnement  or 
labor. 

The  committee  having  ascertained  that  the 
situation  of  the  Jail  In  the  District  of  Columbia 
eogaced  the  attention  of  congrees,  at  a  special 
meeting  held  on  the  16lh  of  May  last,  authorized 
and  rsquested  the  president  of  the  society  to 
appoint  some  suitable  peraoa  to  proceed  to 
Washington,  and  fnmiah  any  information  that 
conarees  or  a  committee  might  deiife.  Mr.  IS. 
R.  Wood  was  appointed,  and  proceeded  la 
Washington. 

Bome  additions  have  been  made  to  the  libra* 
ry ;  and  to  render  it  moro  noetul,  regulations 
have  been  adopted  which  will  extend  its  ad- 
vantages 10  all  the  members  of  the  society. 

Document  D  shows  the  business  of  the 
criminal  courts  for  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 
ladelphia for  1831—1838. 

The  committee  cannot  closo  their  report 
wIthoQl  odbring  a  tribute  of  allbctionate  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  their  departed  friend 
and  asaoclaie,  £dward  Bottle.  To  him  the  so. 
clety  owe  much  ;  and,  by  his  death,  they  have 
been  deprived  of  one  of  their  most  valued 
and  xoalous  members.  While  the  commit- 
tee cannot  but  mourn  his  loss,  they  enter- 
tain a  confldeat  hope  that  he  la  now  enjoying 
a  rich  raward  for  a  life  of  active  benevolaaca 
and  exemplary  piety. 

By  order  of  the  acting  eommlttee  of  the  Phi- 
tedelphla  Society  for  AUevbUing  the  Miseries  of 
Pnblic  Prisons. 

Attssted,  Jan.  1, 1833. 

WILUAM  WHITE, 

Jambs  J.  Babclav,  Bscrsterf,  A  C. 


QgUtn  ^  lU  PkitttiMpkU  3M«lf  >r  MUH- 


1833. 


tfts  JViMrisf   ^ 


J^iesns, 


M 
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Ppisidsat.  The  Bl^t  Rev.  Wiixi am  Wmtb, 
D.  D. 

Pics  PttridmdB,  Thomas  Wiitab,  Josh  Ba- 
coit. 

TVsssirrsr.    Eowabd  Tabnaix. 

Bfcnesries  and  0»sMnCfM  rf  OrrraipMulsaee. 
Babtrolombw  WitTAB,  Jambs  J.  Babclav. 

Cflnassffsr*.  Josbfm  R.  liroaasoix,  OBoaon 
M.  Whabtoit. 

Jietimf  OMMnttss.  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Whitb, 
Chainnan,  Thomas  Wistab,  Jomiv  Bacon,  Ed- 
WABO  Tabbaix,  Babvholombw  Wistab,  Jo- 
sarH  R.  IivoBBsoLL,  GaoBOB  M.  WHAaroit, 
Gbobob  W1U.IAMS,  Gbobob  W.  Smith,  Thom- 
as Eabp,  Rev.  Cmablbs  R.  Dbmmb,  D.  D^  Da. 
fiD  Wbathbblv,  Bbhjamih  H.  Coatbs,M.  D. 

Atersfary-   JaMbs  J.  Babolav. 

The  soelsiy  wBi  lh«l  ohllpsd  for  any  hifann*- 
tlon  in  relathm  to  the  dlflhrent  Prisons  In 
Amsflca  and  Eoropa. 

Commoaleatlaas  ma  to  ha  addressed  to  tba 
sacrataiiea,  No.  119,  Walnut  Street,  PhUadrt- 
phia. 


Extract  from  tike  Ifessore  of  Oot>»  Wolf  to 
the  Lmdaturt  of  JPtmuylvmna,  on  the 
Gth  ofDecember,  1832. 

Our  Penitentiary  svstem,  as  immedlatdy 
connected  with  the  administration  of  criminal 
Justice,  is  to  be  rogatded  as  being  of  the  first 
Importance  In  refbrence,aa  well  to  the  aseurlty 
of  theperMusand  property,  as  to  the  general 
morals  of  our  citlxens ;  and,  so  fhr  as  regards 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  philanthropic  ad- 
vocates of  Penlientiaiy  reform  nuy  Justly 
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ntitoir  DncmnfB  tociiTT. 


lOS 


|ntotat8  tlMBMlvM  Upon  the  meeMi  wUft 
whkh  their  eiertkme  hare  been  ciovnMd^  la 
brtnglnK  M  near  to  perftetSon  »  mratem  enr- 
roan4ea  by  «o  many  dUBeoltiee.  Tlie  joTeni- 
meat  of  thii  Priioa  hae  beea  eooduetec,  la  le- 
lard  at  well  to  itt  economy  aa  tte  dlaelpline. 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  all  eommendattoa ;  ana 
the  eiperiment  of  the  efllcacy  of  eolitaiy  eon- 
finement  with  labor,  lo  fkr  ac  there  hai  been 
oiiportoaity  to  teet  it,  has  exceeded  the  ex- 
peciatlone  of  the  moet  eaaiuine  among  Ite 
Mende.  On  the  9Sth  Oct.  18M,  the  flnt  ooa- 
viet  wu  received  lato  the  Eaetera  Penllentlafy, 
and  from  thence  nntU  the  lat  of  November, 
1039,  the  whole  anmber  admitted  amoonted  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  malee,  and  four 
femnlea,  convicted  of  vtfioai  offencee.  On  the 
day  laet  meatioaed,  there  renuiined  In  eoallae- 
meat  alaety  male  aad  four  female  prleoaeia. 
The  whole  aumber  dlecharged  betweea  the 
idiove  dates,  by  teaeoa  of  the  explratioa  of  eea- 
teaee,  were  twentv-elriit ;  nine  died,  aad  five 
Were  pardoned.  One  niet,  la  reference  to  thli 
laetimtlon,  bean  atrong  testlBioayfai  (hvorof 
ite  diacipllne.  It  appear*  that  aot  a  elngle  eon- 
Tlet  dincharged  fiom  this  Prison  has  ever  beea 
returned  to  it,  which  would  seem  to  prove, 
pretty  clearly,  either  that  a  thorough  reranaa- 
tlon  has  been  produced,  or  thdt  a  diead  of  a 
repetition  of  the  unsocial  manner  of  UA,  which 
hed  proved  so  irksome  before,  has  deterred 
fhnn  the  commission  of  crimes  within  those 
limits  of  the  sute  fai  which  a  coavlctiAB  would 
eaaore  a  sentence  to  the  Eastern  Penitentiary. 
Tile  annual  aeeooats  of  the  Prison  are  aot 
dosed  uatil  the  30th  of  November.  I  have  not, 
therefore,  been  able  to  ascertaia,  with  acearamr, 
how  fkr  toe  earalngi  of  the  pnsoaers  will  be 
available  to  delhiv  the  expeaaes  of  this  lasti- 
tution.  It  is  believed  that,  for  the  preseat, 
they  will  pay  all  except  the  selarles  of  the  ofB- 
cers ;  and  It  is  aot  doubtod,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
Prisoo  shall  have  beea  ftiUy  orgsnized,  the  en* 
tire  expenses  will  be  defrayed  oat  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  eetablishmeat.  The  experimeat 
made  in  the  Eastera  Penitentiary  has  demon- 
etrau>d  the  fact,  that  solitary  coaflneaieat  with 
labor  does  not  impair  the  health  of  thoee  sub- 
jected to  that  apedes  of  discipliae.  The  pria- 
onen  worlt  to  more  advaatage ;  havlag  ao  op- 
imrttinity  for  convemtloa  or  amusement,  thev 
eagerly  desire  employment ;  here  all  commaal- 
catiuo  U  cut  off;  ao  oae  kaowa  his  fellow- 
priaoner ;  no  acqualntaaee  is  formed ;  no  con- 
lamination  takes  place ;  the  convict  aees  no 
one :  holdscommunioa  with  Boone,exeept  such 
as  will  give  him  good  advice ;  he  is  placed  In  a 
situation  where  he  haa  every  laducemeat  to 

Ifrow  lietter,  but  little  temptation  to  grow  wane, 
lere  thought  aad  reflection  will  crowd  upon  the 
mlad,  aad  prepare  it  for  aolema  Imnrsssioas, 
and  for  moral  and  rdigloos  inetinctlon.  The 
discipline  esublished  in  this  Prison,  the  man- 
ner of  the  conatnictioa  and  anrannemsnt  of  the 
bnUding  itaelf,  aad  of  the  erilela  which  the 
prisoners  are  coaflned  and  empk^ed,  are  ad- 
mitted, by  all  who  have  turaed  their  attea- 
tkm  to  the  aufetJect  of  PenUeatiary  reibtm,  to 
poaaeas  decided  advantages  over  thooe  of  aay 
other  eetablishmeat  deelpMd  fhralaiilaroldeeta, 
lathiaoranvotliereonatry.  Fbrdgaera,  whoee 
especial  buaineea  it  haa  be«i  to  visit  the  Peai- 
teotiiiriea  in  thia  eooatry,  aeaeially,  fbr  the  par- 
poM  of  acquiring  infbnaatioa  la  refereaee  to  the 
mibject  of  Pealtentlary  puaiahmeat,  aad  Ita 
efflcary  In  pniduciaa  rafbnnatloa  in  tlioee  sab- 
Jected  to  ita  disclDtine,  have,  with  one  voice, 
awarded  the  moeo  of  merit  to  that  eatablldied 
in  the  Enatem  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania.  I 
have  the  sntiafkction  to  inform  you  that  of  the 
four  hundred  additional  edia  receat^  directed 


by  the  legMature  to  be  ceaitrticiedi  one  hmdnd 
are  finished,  and  will  be  ready  ae  soon  aa  the 
plastering  shall  have  become  eufilclenUy  dry 
to  receive  arisonen }  one  haadred  aad  elpieen 
more  are  la  a  state  of  forwardnem ;  and  ihn 
whole  number  will  be  enmpleted  la  tim 
of  the  mmalng  season. 

From  the  last  reaovt  of  the  Inepectom  of 
Western  Penitentiarjr.  h  wdl  as  (torn  a  partial 
peraoaal  laspectloa  of  it,  I  am  mtisflfid  tlmt  he 
coadltioa,  and  the  ftnits  of  the  couraa  ef  diat^ 
pliae  there  exercised,  are  directly  the  reveiao 
of  that  which  I  have  fast  attempted  Co  deoerihe. 
From  the  hapeifbet  plan  of  the  hnUdlag  Itneif; 
aad  the  laeonvenlenL  iiOudleloae  arranfemenC 
of  the  cella.  the  disc^ine  of  eolitaiy  con  ~ 
meat  with  labor,  caaaot  be  eafbreed ;  the 
oaere  caaaot  be  rsstralaed  fhmi 
with  each  other :  everr  prisoner  may  noqaire  a 
knowledge  of  the  iaalvidoals  conllaed  within 
its  walls;  contamlaatloa  firom  conviiisatigia 
with  his  fallow  pilsonen  amy  tnfce  pines ;  the 
cell  of  the  prisoSMr  cannot,  aa  in  tlm  case  ef 
the  Bastem ' Penitentiary,  be  nsed  as  his  w<tffc- 
shop,  fa  which  he  amv  always  be  uaefUly  aad 
proAtahly  employed ;  there  are  aosennrate  yards 
coaaected  with  the  wvetal  edle,  which  rennen 
it  aeceeeaiy,  for  the  health  of  the  prJeonwa,  to 
allow  them  freqaeatly  to  associaia  w&h  each 
other  la  the  commoa  yards.  Many  other  de- 
fbcu  exist,  and  many  Important  altentfans 
will  be  rsqalrsd  to  fit  this  rstaMisbmanf 
for  the  aame  coorae  of  aalntary  dtoetoUae  ao 
ancceealtaUy  piaetlBed  In  the  Sasiem  renltsn- 
tlary.  To  remedy  the  varkms  delbda,  and  to 
place  this  histitauon  In  a  condltian  to  answer 
the  philanthropic  deaign  for  whkh  It  waa  i»- 
teaded,  it  caa  acaredy  he  donbted,  that  a  j 
alty  will  be  fUt  for  theearly  taiteipc 
leipalature.  It  la  the  opliiion  of  i 
opJMirtunitlea  of  ludglag  add  valne  to  their 
oplniona,  that  rellgiona  aad  mofal  InsiiHiiiim 
are  all-lmpoitant  to  the  apeedy  and  tborangli 
reformation  of  the  convict.  Pew  ef  tho  reve- 
rend dergy  caa  devote  the  time  and  pny  the 
Bttentloa  to  the  unfortuaate  prisonen  that  mi|dbc 
be  proAtahly  employed  about  the  cdls  of  the 
Peoheatiarlea.  Would  it  aot  be  ahting  the 
caum  of  hnmaaity  to  auf^y  thla  defhct  la  the 
ayetem,  by  authorixiag  the  employment  of  eom- 
peleat  peraoas  to  tftead  lo  the  oMial  and  rdi- 
gioaa  iaatractioB  of  the  oahappy  coavkts  i 


FourA  AnmuU  Report  of  At  Board  of  £•- 
tpectort  of  the  Eattem  Ptmtimtiai  y  cf 
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T9   Uu   HamartkU  tka  Smalt  mmi    Awe  ^ 
efUsOnaaamsBdU^. 


lie  laaaectoro  of  the  Baatem  Fealteattery. 
praeeatlag  their  fooith  annual  report,  con 
tnlate  the  legislatura,  and  their  foBow  dti- 


The  1i 
in 

gratnlate 

aene,  on  the  saceem  which  has  thus  fhr  attended 
the  experiment  of  sditary  or  sepoiate  eonflne- 
ment  of  convicts,  connected  with  labor  and 
mord  and  religiooe  Instruction. 

It  Is  a  point  now  so  nsneraUy  eoneeded, » to 
become  trite  aad  llnninar,  thot  ha  the  eoogrem- 
tioa  of  prisonen  consists  most  of  tka  caoaeo 
of  lacreass  of  criaie.  This  fhet  hrramn  aariy 
known  to  thorn  who  made  Fanltentlaiy  Boa^b- 
ment  a  euhlect  of  reflection ;  and  todmnte  thla 
difBcolty,  in  the  eetaMlahmeat  of  a  perfect  sys- 
tem, waa  the  great  dedderatnm  of  phllaathn»- 
pists.  Clsaaiication  waa  attempted  witbont 
eoeeem,  owfaig  to  the  nareiaxiag  vigilaace 
neceorary  to  keep  up  the  ayalMn,  the  diOcaUy 
of  Inditing  the  nature  and  diapoeition  of  tho 
Inolvidaala  to  be  thua  elaoead,  aad  the  natural 
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!■  IkoM  utetoMsn  m^mi  to  tke 
vrtmlaal  Ikwa,  to  dcgmte  to  one  fonofil  l«iral 
til  wlM  come  within  their  Mope  and  InfldeBce. 

In  tlie  EMtem  Panitentiaiy,  the  Impoftaat 
priaciplee  and  mtin  porpoeee  of  bomI  enect- 
menu  am.  we  think,  ftitty  cairied  Into  effect. 

The  reftnnatkm  ef  olfoaden,  and  the  pn- 
▼iettdoa  of  arlme,  by  deterrlBg  oChera  ftom  ita 
c4>mmieaion,  oonftltote  the  greaft  obiecta  of  the 
Piean^lvnnk  nratem  of  Priaon  dieefpliiie. 

Oor  oAeial  Viaiu  ftiralah  na  with  abundant 
testlmoiqr  of  the  diapoaition  to  rsfimn.  in  nearl  v 
nil  who  an  confined.  To  nake  thli  diapoa(- 
tian  opengive,  nqQiiea  miieh  nwiwayment 
nad  wleiM  treatment ;  and  whUe,  aa  we  think, 
we  anccaed  with  aome,  and  do  aot  entiraly  lUI 
with  otbeMy  it  b  made  apparent  to  aa.  that  the 
hopn  of  eflbctinf  a  chanfe  in  the  morala  of  aoch 
aa  eompoae  oar  ciiminal  population  in  a  eoa> 
frafatod  state,  iaentlieljflillaeioua.  We  nark, 
fenemlly,  that  at  flnt  the  jpriaoner  indttlfloa  in 
aaoioee  or  vindictive  feelbif^  and  ii  gailty 
«f  tnrbalant  and  maliciooa  eoadnctx  bat  after 
n  few  weeka,  he  adopca  a  mora  aobdond  tone, 
becomea  maaonable,  and  hia  ceontenanoe  in- 
dkntea  a  mora  amiable  atate  of  mind :  la  die- 
pooed  to  talk  of  hia  peat  life  aa  one  f  miaery 
nnd  folly ;  begina  lo  think  that  the  barrier  be- 
tween him  and  a  good  repatatlon  b  not  Impaa- 
aahla ;  nad  tiara  art  theee  in  the  comnMnlty 
whoee  prejudieea  agalnat  the  condemned  am 
not  ao  atnmg  as  to  Indnee  the  withholding  a 
friendly  oooatenance  to  hia  attempta  at 
ration.    In  nmny ,  the  relraapeet  oflife 


m  hoETible  and  hmthaoaae  ao^ect  of  rofleetkm— 
the  aenae  of  ahnme  aid  feelings  of  ramoraa 
drive  them  to  aome  aoaree  of  coBaoiatioB,  and 
the  ordinary  meaae  of  atiflinc  an  aativrty  ra- 
piovlBff  conecience  being  denied  by  reaaon  of 
their  aolltarinem,  the  cmn(brtB  of  the  Bible  and 
the  pence  of  raligloa  are  eariy  aoaght  tor. 

Our  anxiety  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  op- 
eration of  the  system  haa  caoaed  a  watchfUI- 
neee  of  the  conduct  of  thoae  who  have  been 
diaehnriod;  and  attempta  are  made  to  trace  their 
po^ma  in  liie.  Wim  very  few  esceptlooa, 
the  reaaJi  haa  been  aatialhatory.  Some,  we 
liave  every  reaaon  to  believe,  are  nobly  atrtving 
to  <apnir -their  paal  emen,  aad  appear  to  be  in 
the  way  of  gaialag  aa  honeai  repaiatlon.  Some 
ase  Uviaff  eiderly  tnd  regular  Uvm,  and  APPMr 
to  have  profited  by  their  incarceration.  There 
may  he  aome  on  whom  no  ehanfa  haa  been 
WBBuaht^;  for  we  do  not  pseaume  tliat  all  will 
be  rmdienllv  lefermed :  bat  of  each  wa  would 
aay,  that  the  term  which  tbev  spent  in  their 
lonely  cell  haa  nmde  each  an  impremion  aa  to 
indnee  them  tobid n kmg ikrawell  to  the  atato 
where  leglalntora  bave  provided  a  penal  code 
Involving  ao  maav  privaiiono.  None- who  have 
beea  diachorged  nam  tim  Peaitontiniy  JUiae  na 
yei  retaraed  to  it. 

We  draw  aa  argnauat  ia  fever  of  the 


tien  of  thie  mode  of  Prisea  discipline  in  pre. 
venliaf  criam.  from  a  tamparatlve  view  of  the 
criminal  popolation  in  the  years  18EW  and  1838. 
We  hnva  not^  at  thia  period,  n  gmntor  number 
of  convicts  m  Peaaqivanin  than  we  had  in 
1896.  A  glance  at  the  criminal  reporta,  for  n 
aeriee  of  yearn  pder  to  the  laat  date,  will  ahow 
a  gradaal  increaae  of  eonvlcta:  since  then,  the 
aumber  haa  remained  atatloaary,  although  the 
population  of  the  stme  hns  rapidly  advanced, 
eome  testimony  amy  be  gathered  ftom  a  view 
of  the  bualneea  of  our  city  police.  The  infte- 
qoeney  of  crime  of  a  seriooa  character  haa 
rendered  the  duties  of  our  police  oAoen  compar- 
atively light.  It  la  within  the  memory  of  ev- 
en citlien,  that,  a  few  years  oast,  combinations 
of  rogaea  of  every  stamp  called  forth  all  the  vigl- 
laaea«  activity  and  coorafa  of 


Whara  ate  they  aoir?   Whei«  are  the 

deqwrato  men  whose  nnmea  ara  notorious,  and 
who  BInckened  the  caleadan  of  fbrowr  years? 
departed  loot  eight  of,  or  only  serving  now  to 
**  point  a  moral  or  adorn  a  tale." 

we  learn  ftom  many  aonroee,  that  a  whole- 
aome  dread  of  the  misery  of  lonelinem  prevaOa 
anraiig  eclminala,  teaching  them  to  avoid  the 
crioM  or  ahun  the  atato  that  bringi  auch  pun- 
iahment.  The  following  extract  of  a  lettor, 
which  fell  accidentally  mto  tbe  hands  of  our 
warden,  Indicatee  etreariv  the  views  that  ara 
eatortnlaed  upon  thia  au^fect. 

**  Dear  mothei^The  law  has  pamed,  lliat  all 
crimes  now  committed  shall  be  aeaienced  to 
that  terrific  Priaon,  (the  Eastern,  or  Bosh  Hill 
Penitentiary.)  The  nnfettnnato  being  who  ia 
sent  then  wuJ  be  immored  In  a  aolitary  cell, 
thero  to  exiat  fai  aeclnaioB  and  miaery  until  hia 
sentence  expires,  or  death  enda  Ma  sulferlngs. 
Tbto  Priaon  will  be  done  away  with  in  a  year 
ftom  Marah  next ;  moetof  the  men  that  shall  he 
in  thb  houae  at  that  time,  will  be  aent  to  Buah 
Hill.  Therafora,  my  betoved  and  excellent 
mother,  commence  now,  and  let  nothlnc  deter 

J  on  ftom  penevering,  nntU  yoa  obtain  for  mo 
pardoB." 


The  mode  of  trsatmeat  in  the  Eastern  Penl* 
tentiory  k  of  a  mild  character.  The  eeverity 
uaed  in  other  Priaon^  In  which  large  bodies  of 
men  ara  to  be  kept  in  aubjectlon  oy  force  or 

Eawer.  ia  not  requirad  hen.  The  warden  and 
la  oflcen  ara  considered  by  oar  prisonera,  not 
aa  tynnte  or  crael  oppressors,  but  aa  their 
ftlenda.  The  voice  of  xlndneea  ia  that  which 
raachea  their  eara,  and  nmst  successfelly  affects 
their  hearte:  animble  labor,  daily  exercise, 
eleanlinen  In  their  persons  and  apartments, 
with  wholesome  diet,  and  above  all,  religious 
Inoiruction  by  personal  eonvormtion  and  the 
public  preaching  of  the  gomel,  all  combine  to 
produce  health  of  body  and  moral  renovation 
of  the  mind.  It  haa  been  called,  by  one  who 
waa  once  a  subject  of  iu  wholesome  regain, 
tlons,  "  a  humane  institatlon  ;**  and  we  believe 
many  nmra  ara  poeparad  to  nnito  in  the  same 
testimony.  It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to 
know  the  opiniooa  of  some  who  have  left  the 
inatltotion;  we  therafera  aubloln  a  few  ex- 
tracta  flmn  letten  reeeived  ftom  these  men 
since  their  dtocharge. 

**  Accept,  mv  dear  sir.  my  most  gratofel 
thanks  feir  the  klndnem  wnlch  you  have  shown 
to  me  while  under  your  charge ;  and  if  a  life 
of  integrity,  and  one  qpent  in  the  fear  and  aer- 
vice  ofthe  Lord,  will  be  conaidend  by  yon  a 
auflteieat  rstarn  for  it,  I  am  in  hopea  that  yea 
will  receive  that  compensation  ftom 

Tooni  respectfelly. 

«  BAMoai.  R.  Wooo,  Baq." 

TO  another  oflleer  of  the  inatitotion  one 
wiHee:  **  I  wish  to  Inform  yoa,thatI  have  net 
forgot  year  vlaitfl  and  advice  to  me,  as  wrti  as 
ear  first  aieeting  j  and,  air,  I  hope  yen  will  ro- 
member  mo  In  your  prayma,  and  be  assured  I 
alitl  pray  myaelf,  aad  hope  uie  Lord  will  Mesa 
you  for  your  kindnem  tome.*' 

Another  eondudee  hie  lettor  with  warm  ex- 
premlons  of  gratltode  to  all  the  oAceni  of  the 
Priaon,  mentioning  them  by  name,  aad  return- 
ing thanka  for  past  kindnem. 

We  raly  on  the  inenlcatton  of  Mllgious  truth 
on  the  mmds  of  oar  prisooers,  and  we  ask  the 
attention  of  the  legblatare  to  the  subject  of 
providing  a  means  of  instractloa  in  religion, 
and  the  oleBMata  of  edocatioli  of  a 
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muient  ehan^ter  thui  bu  yvi  obcaln«d  in  oar 
teititotion.  W«  think  tM«  a  point  of  great  fm- 
portance,  and  we  feel  It  would  be  aekdowl- 
edfed  each  by  all  who  coald  witnen  the  de- 

{»lorable  deficiency  in  the  radimeute  of  iehool 
earning,  and  the  aazlety  to  be  hcntructed  nade 
nanifeit  among  the  prifeonert. 

We  are  onder  many  obligatkMt  to  good  and 
plooa  Individuals,  who  have  volunteend  the 
taek  of  administering  to  the  moitl  wanu  of 
thoie  under  olir  can ;  but  It  canhot  beezpected 
that  eo  much  time  and  attentiim  can  be  graxn- 
Itoualy  bestowed  as  their  sltnations  requn«u  or 
OS  would  work  advantageously  to  the  establuh- 
uent.  Much  good  has,  however,  be^n  done 
fay  the  ministerial  eflbiu  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
W.  CnwfonI,  who  continues  to  labor  among 
these  unhl^lp|r  men,  and  to  whom  wcr  thus  pub- 
licly expTMs  our  thanks.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ir- 
vine has,  during  the  last  five  months,  also 
preached  regularly  to  somo  portion  oi  the  pris- 
oners, and  occasionally  visited  ihem  in  their 
cells ;  yet  we  are  not  content  with  these  ser- 
vices, because  we  perceive  by  the  good  d<me, 
that  much  oreater  good  could  be  eabcled  by  a 
regular  stated  instructor. 

On  the  subject  of  education,  the  wardm's 
report  (which  is  annexed)  contains  some  re- 
uarks,  together  with  opinions  on  the  eharaeier 
of  tlie  inmates  of  the  Prison,  reasons  for  the 
diminution  of  crime,  and  views  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system  upon  criminals  generally, 
which  we  rent  to,  as  corroborative  of  those 
ibunded  on  our  experience. 

We  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  solicit  the 
pardon  of  any  prisoners  under  our  care  during 
the  last  year,  excepting  two  who  were  insane 
when  commnted.  The  nature  of  our  Prison 
precludes  the  neoesslqr  of  a  system  oi  espionage 
which  prevails  under  the  old  plan,  and  we  have 
no  rewards  for  the  betrayal  of  plots  and  machi- 
nations. There  has  come  no  case  under  oar 
ttoCloe  which  can  claim  mitintion  for  some 
mistake  of  evidence,  or  for  palliatofy  cheum* 
stances  developed  sabeequent  to  conviction. 

The  certainty  of  punlument  has  much  to  do 
In  preventing  crime ;  and  It  is  net  inoperative 
In  inducing  old  convicts  to  avoid  this  Prism, 
that  the  prospect  of  a  pardon  Is  suroundea 
with  so  many  difficulties. 

The  inspet^ors  feel  great  satlslhction  in  -an- 
noondng  that  the  proms  of  the  past  year  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  institution,  excepting  the 
salaries ;  and  we  entertain  the  belief  herstofiMe 
expressed,  that,  when  the  entire  plan  shall  be 
oompleled,  and  the  Prison  fiiliy  ocenpied,  a 
levenne  will  arise  fkom  the  labor  of  the  eon- 


The  report  of  the  warden  contains 
views  upon  this  subject,  together  with  much 
valoable  infonaation,  and  many  Impoftaat  sag- 
VBStions. 

The  report  of  the  physichm  annexed  exhibits 
the  state  of  the  health  of  the  prisoners  duilnc 
the  last  year,  as  well  as  his  opinion  of  the  or 
Ibet  of  the  system  on  mind  and  body.  We  take 
this  opportunity  to  advert  to  the  fhct,  that  there 
appears  to  be  a  disposition  in  the  authorities  of 
some  of  the  eoanties,  to  make  use  of  the  Prison 
as  a  substitute  for  a  bedlam.  We  have  received 
prisoners  whose  state  of  mhad  make  them  irve- 
qMfisible  to  the  law,  and  who  are  only  lit  sub- 
jects for  some  lonatie  aqrlnm.  The  two  eaaes 
of  insaniqr,meatkmed  in  the  physiclui's  rspoit. 
are  known  to  have  been  labeling  under  mental 
alienation  some  time  prior  to  their  conviction. 

The  report  of  the  ouildlng  committee,  an- 
nexed, exhibits  the  quantum  of  building  exe^ 
cuted  during  the  last  year,  the  work  rssMining 
to  be  done,  and  the  sua  aeceesary  te  connriete 
Ihepli 


The  aanoai  tAnlar  alateaeat  leqnind  Vr 
law  Is  herewith  presented,  whereby  It  aimiaii 
that  34  persons  havs  been  aeotmiced  to  this  in- 
stitution during  the  last  year.  Their  oOhnoes 
are  as  follows :— -hcwBe  stealing,  10 ;  burglary,  7 ; 
maaslaujhter, ft i  ftirfBery,9;  perjury,! :  ai 
nation  of  peijniy,  1 ;  rowery,  1 1  araon,  1  ^ 
1;  unnatural  crime,  1; 


money,  9 ;  larceny,  & 

And  (torn  the  nUowtegstatea  and  eoutiloa : 
Peansylvanla,i9 ;  New  Jeney»7 ;  New  Yovfc,S ; 


Maryland,  3 ;  Delaware,  fi ;  Ireluid,  t ;  Fkaaee, 
1 ;  England,  1 ;  Swltaeriaad,  1. 

In  former  reports,  the  beard  have 
pressed  to  the  legUatore  its  Judgment 
practical  operation  of  this  sysum  of 
tiary  pnninment ;  and  h  is  with 
that  it  now  Is  enabled  lo  teatilV 
year's  experience  has  confimed  its  Ibnnr  km- 
preosions.  The  instltation 
cently  visited  and  careAilly  exaaiaed 
mitleea  ftom  each  house  of  the  General 
biy,  together  with  numerous  membere  not  ea 
the  committees ;  and  the  board  feel  that  a  Mler 
statement  of  Acts  and  impiessioiis.  In  regard 
to  the  system,  win  be  deemed  unwirsesaij,  as 
the  reports  about  to  be  made  to  each  hoose  by 
its  own  oommltlee  must  tread  upon  ma^ef 
the  around  which  would  be  occupied  by  the 
members  of  this  board,  who,  like  thr  msiiirm, 
are  only  to  be  reiarded  as  witaeases  of  the 
manner  in  which  Uie  Institution  hoe  operated. 

On  the  whole,  we  tivst  aad  believe  that 
Pennsylvania,  who  led  the  way  of  reCorai  la 
Penitentiary  punishment,  will  aoc  wIthhoM 
her  eflbrta  to  complete  a  system  so  wdl  ada|«- 
ed  to  reflMrm  oibidpta,  aad  leaimu  them  te 
society,  indoslrioae  sad  ueeM 

CHARLES  S.  COZE, 
(Attest,) 

TaoMAS  BaAOVoao,  Ja. 


Pftysinoa's  JRfporl 


To  the  inspeolori  of  the 
tiary,  the  physiciaB  respectlUly 
annual  report  for  1836. 

The  health  of  the  priaoasn  fbr  tUa 
upon  the  whole,  been  good, 
which  have  ooeurrsd  most  fteqaeally,' 
been  intermitteat  fever  la  the  sprtag  aad  aa- 
toma  I  disorders  in  the  bowele  la  the  eamamr ; 
and  catarrhs  aad  rhenmaticpaiae  la  the  whi- 
ter. Bntoae  case  of  fhver  era  eodoas ^pehae 
oceuned. 

No  fheCs  have  beea  developed  dniteg  this 
year  to  show  that  the  flsode  ef  featlnemeai 
adopted  in  the  PeaHeatiaiy,  is  partieahuty  la- 
Jurkms  to  health.  It  has  the  eflhct,  geaenOy, 
of  readeifag  the  fkaae  lees  tehuat ;  hotvatthe 
aaam  time,  prevents  the  operation  of  aaau 
causae  of  disease,  to  which^petaoae  of  the 
which  geaerally  fill  our 
exposed,  either  ftum  neceaaity,  or  flesn  the  ia- 
dulgenee  of  vicious  habits.  TIm  dreuamiaaee, 
indeed,  of  being  withdrawn  fiam  the  iaflneace 
of  the  severer  atmospheric  vielaeltades,  each  as 
wet  and  eeld,  whfeh  are  pralUic  aourcee  of 
diseese  with  a  terpe  portioa  of  the  eommuaitir, 
would,  of  itself,  more  than  compensate  Cor  the 
operstlon  of  any  unftvorable  cansea  to  health, 
in  this  Prison.    But.  whea  it 


expenencea  in  this  rasoa.  nut,  wnea  it  is 
considerod,  that  manv  of  the  iadtvldoals  seat 
to  our  Prisons,  have  neen  in  previous  habits 
of  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  the  compar- 
ative healthltolness  of  the  eooflnemeat  aad 
mode  of  discipline  must  be  apparent. 

The  followtng  table,  exhibtling  the  eompara- 
tive  health  oa  admission  and  dncharas  of  the 
tweaty  prieooeia  who  have  been  libenued  dar> 
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ISD 


No.  of 


iiif  thifl  yew,  ftillf  oraflmi  tbe  vlewi  here  «x- 


■ute«.flMMi    8ut«  vf  ImMi 


iDMOe. 

Good. 

Good. 
Good. 
Smioe 
eeWed. 


10 

Insane. 

19 

Good. 

59 

Good. 

15 

Good 

18 

Subject  to 

aetlimatic 

17 

•ymptoDM. 

7S 

Idiotic. 

63 

Good. 

68 

Bobuft. 

as 

Good. 

^ 

Good. 

95 

Good. 

48 

Inenne. 

3 

Good. 

«9 
41 

Not  food. 
Good. 

44 

Good. 

93 

Not   n»- 

Duet. 

'•l 

Imperfect. 

90 

Good. 

MM   wken    re- 


Good. 

Idiotic. 

Good. 

Ezeellent. 

Good. 

Good. 

<vood. 

InMUM. 

Better  tbaa  on  admia- 

•ioii. 
ImpioTed. 
Good. 
Good. 
Better  than  on  admla- 


Better. 
Good. 


Foar  priaoners  have  died  within  the  Tear. 
The  state  of  health  of  these  prisoners  en  aomis- 
edon,  and  the  eanse  of  death  in  each  cose,  la 
shown  by  the  following  statement  i— 


talaofhwlihon 


114 
40 
49 


Predts- 
nosed  to 
insanity. 

Good. 

Good. 


lUnla. 


tteiuui  I  uaae. 

Consumptfim. 

Suicide. 


PrtooiQeT  No.  119  was  received  on  the  16th  of 
Ftohniary,  1839,  apparently  well.  But  the  ap- 
pearance of  good  Iwalth  pmved  Ikllaeloas ;  for 
aAer  the  lapse  of  a  month,  he  began  to  show 
symptoms  of  aberration  of  mind,  and  on  the 
9Bth  of  March,  less  than  sit  weeks  after  his 
neeption,  be  was  in  a  state  of  sach  violent 
viental  escitement,  as  to  require  to  be  placed 
in  a  dark  cell.  His  insanity  continued  With  but 
an  unimportant  abatement  in  April,  until  the 
aeth  of  May,  when  be  died.  These  fkcts  prove 
conclusively,  that  this  prisoner,  though  appar- 
«atly  well  on  admission,  was  strongly  predis- 
posed to  mania,  and  on  tlie  verge  of  an  attack 
of  that  disease. 

Prisoner  No.  114  was  received  on  the  99d  of 
March,  apparently  in  good  health,  and  died  on 
the  31st  ef  May,  after  a  confinement  of  ten 
weeks.  The  death  of  No.  40  took  place  on  the 
4th  of  Angust,  after  an  Irapriapnment  of  nearly 
two  yeara.  No  peculiar  causes  can  be  alleged 
to  have  openrted  on  his  system  in  this  Peniten- 
tiary, to  produce  hh  disease.  Consumption  is 
A  very  prevalent  complaint  hi  Prisons,  and,  in- 
deed, among  our  population  at  large ;  and  the 
prisoners  of  this  Penitentiary  will  necessarily  be 
^object  to  II,  especially  if,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
prisoner  here  referred  to,  they  have  spent  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  lives  in  other 
Prisons.* 

The  physician,  as  well  ftt>m  hia  personal 
eibaervalion  as  fnm  the  evidence  which  he 
heard  given  before  the  coroner^  inquest,  is 
perfectly  satisfied  that  prisoner  No.  48  was  la- 

No.  4t  tad  tow  coalMd  ftw  ma 
la  ito  WahMl  Mm*  Mmb,  bdin  Mi  «■ 


boring  under  insanity  when  received  into  the 
Penitentiary,  and  that  he  committed  the  act  of 
self-destruction  under  the  influence  of  a  parox- 
ysm of  that  disease. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  afllrmed  that  the 
health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  good  during 
this  year.  The  same  period  has  proved  do- 
Btructive  of  human  life,  in  portions  of  our 
country,  from  the  prevalence  or  pestilence ;  biR 
happily,  ttom  the  isolated  condition  of  oor 
prisoners,  and  the  regularitv  of  their  lives,  the 
destructive  caui>e  has  passed  over  them  wItbottC 
producing  disease. 

The  deaths  which  have  taken  place,  are  not 
of  a  character  to  throw  a  doubt  on  the  propr^ 
ety  or  humanity  of  the  s>'stem  pursued.  Two 
of  them  have  occurred  after  very  short  periods 
of  confinement,  while  health  eontlauea  to  b« 
enjoyed  by  a  number  of  prisoners  whose 
periods  of  imprisonment  have  been  the  long- 
est. Without  making  any  deduction  for  the 
ease  of  suicide,  the  mortality  of  the  year  has 
been  moderate.  Thus  the  average  number 
of  prisoners  in  confinement  throughout  the  year 
has  been  91,  and  the  deaths  having  been  4,  ^vss 
the  mortality  at  only  4.4  per  cent. 

All  which  is  respectAilly  submitted. 

F&ANKI^IN  BACHK, 
31,1839.  Fkf0kmmK,P. 


fi 


Warden*»  ReporL 

After  another  year**  experience,  with  an  in- 
creased number  of  prisoneis,  it  will  be  pleasing 
to  all  the  friends  of  separate  confinement  to 
know,  that  we  can  adoi^  the  language  in  my 
last  annual  report :  "  That  nothing  has  occurred 
to  discourage,  but  much  to  prompt  us  in  a  steady 
perseverance  in  the  Pennsylvania  system  of 
Prison  discipline."  I  believe  this  can  be  truly 
said  of  the  past  year,  as  regards  the  moral,  the 

ithvsical,  and  the  pecuniary  state  of  the  eatab- 
tobment. 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  prevkms 
morals  and  habits  of  most  of  the  inmates  of 
Prisons,  will  not  expect  that  all  convicts  will  be 
made  puras  men  and  good  citizens  bv  Incarce- 
ration in  a  cell :  to  efibct  this  would,  indeed, 
be  performing  a  miracle ;  but  I  think  it  doubt- 
ftil.  whether  there  is  anv  situation  in  which  an 
unfortunate  man,  who  has  wandered  firom  the 
path  of  lectllude,  can  be  placed,  where  be  will 
so  soon  be  made  to  feel  and  see  his  error,  and 
desiie  to  return  to  the  right  way.  The  punish- 
ment inflicted  not  merely  on  the  body,  bdt  on 
the  mind  of  the  prisoner,  uniting  severity  and 
humanity,  is  one  which  the  unhappy  culprit 
feels  with  all  its  force  :  but  there  is  nothing  in 
its  operation  calculated  to  increase  his  evil  pas- 
sions, or  stimulate  him  to  hatred  or  revenge ; 
those  who  have  the  care  of  him  treating  him 
with  the  kindness  and  compassion  which  are 
due  to  the  unfortunate  man,  rather  than  the 
unnecessary  and  unfeeling  harshness  too  fre- 
quently displayed  towards  the  victims  of  folly, 
vice,  and  crime,  be  ia  soon  made  to  feel  that  the 
horrors  of  lUs  cell  are  the  fruits  of  sin  and  trans- 
gression, and  the  only  certain  relief  to  be  ob- 
tained is  through  his  Redeemer.  Having  no 
one  to  prompt  in  wickedness  or  shame  him  ft>r 
his  tears,  he  becomes  humbled  in  spirit  and 
anxious  for  help  in  the  way  of  Uuth :  and  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  say,  that  I  do  believe  that 
there  are  some  who  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
brought  here.  I  can  truly  say,  that  the  more  I 
see  of  the  operation  of  our  system,  and  the  more 
thoroughly  I  become  acquainted  with  the  char- 
acter of  its  inmates,  the  more  important  I  view 
lu  establishment,  and  the  greater  its  humanity 
appeaia.    It  la  a  niataks  to  believe  that  the  te- 
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■Mte*  of  Prtaona  ve  a  wt  of  outlawt  and  tifer- 
Hke  being!,  lost  to  all  good  In  thii  world,  and 
without  hope  of  an  hereafter.  Too  many,  (in- 
deed most  of  them,)  on  first  convictions,  are 
either  neglected  yoaths  thrown  into  the  world 
without  education  and  without  fHends,  (often 
the  ▼Ictinis  of  hard  masters,)  or  ignorant  men, 
the  dupes  of  artAiI  knaves  who  know  how  to 
dude  detection.  Neciect  of  early  education, 
the  use  of  ardent  ■pirfta,  gambling,  and  dealing 
In  lottery  tickets,  are  the  uKMt  prominent  causes 
•f  felon  V. 

The  defidency  in  common  school  learning  is 
greater  than  is  generally  supposed ;  of  the  143 
prisoners  which  have  been  received  here  from 
the  commencement,  only  four  have  been  well 
•ducated,  and  only  about  six  more  who  could 
fead  and  write  tolerably ;  and  we  rarely  meet 
with  a  prisoner  who  has  had  attention  paid  to 
moral  and  religious  instruction. 

The  Eastern  District,  that  sends  its  prisoners 
to  this  Penitentiary,  comprises  a  population  of 
•bout  one  million  of  inhabitants:  during  the 
three  and  a  half  yean  in  which  the  law  has 
been  in  operation,  196  persons  have  been 
sent  here  for  all  oflTences  or  a  higher  character 
than  larceny ;  and  of  the  whole  number,  but 
«M  that  can  be  called  a  master  spirit  In  crime. 
Many  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  diminu- 
tion of  this  class  of  prisoners ;  but  I  believe  that 
it  may  be  attrlbuteu  mainly  to  the  knowledge 
that  the  community  of  thieves  have  of  the  na- 
ture and  discipline  of  our  establishment,  and 
particularly  three  important  features  in  it. 

1st.  The  entire  separation  of  the  convicts, 
both  by  day  and  night,  and  the  seclusion  from 
all  except  their  keepers. 

Sd.  Their  being  deprived  from  all  intercourse 
or  knowledj^  of  every  kind  with  either  their 
ftmily  or  friends. 

3d.  That  the  Mends  of  the  system  would 
MB  their  endeavors  to  discourage  the  granting 
of  pardons,  so  that  the  punishment  mi^t  in  all 
eases  be  certain  ;  and  the  determination  of  the 
board  of  inspectors  to  refrain  ftom  recomU'  nd- 
ing  the  governor  to  pardon,  as  has  been  the 
practice  in  the  Old  Pruon. 

Inhere  can  be  no  doubt  but  these  features  in 
oor  system  have  had  an  effect,  especially  among 
the  old  convicts :  for.  of  the  1^  (the  whole 
number  received,)  100  are  known  to  be  for  the 
flrst  offence,  10  are  doubtfVil,  and  but  39  who 
are  known  and  believed  to  be  old  offenders. 
Ho  prisoner  whom  we  have  discharged  has  been 
saeonvicted ;  and  the  information  from  those 
whdhave  left  here,  has  been  generally  salisfiic- 
tory. 

The  (dan  pursued  from  the  first,  of  purchasing 
■lock,  and  manufacturing  on  our  own  account, 
while  it  has  many  advantages,  and  in  the  num- 
ber, that  of  excluding  contractors  and  their 
agents  ftom  intercourse  with  the  prisoners,  sub- 
JMts  us  to  fluctuations  common  to  all  in  trade. 
The  last  having  been  an  unfavorable  season  in 
oar  commercial  community,  we  have  felt  the  ef- 
Ibets  of  it  in  the  disposal  of  our  cotton  fabrics.  I 
am  glad,  however,  to  find,  on  the  taking  of  an  ac- 
count of  stock,  and  a  settlement  of  our  books  to 
ttie  first  of  last  month,  thai  the  establishment  has 
more  than  paid  all  its  expenses,  exclusive  of 
oflloers'  salaries.  This  result  is  satisfactory ; 
ibr,  although  it  never  was  contemplated  to 
nake  profit  a  primary  object,  yet  It  Is  desirable 
that  the  convict  should  not  be  a  burthen  to  the 
atate.  As  it  has  been  proven  that  they  can 
work  to  advantage  in  their  cells,  at  both  weav- 
ing and  Shoemaking,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but,  with  proper  management,  after  a  ftill  orgo- 
iiix«ti<m,  every  expense  will  be  paid  by  their 
labor.  1'he  prisoners  are  employed  as  f<riIows : 
4  in  the  dyeing,  dressing  and  weaving  j  33  shoe- 


making  ;  4carpentani ;  SUackamltta ;  9 whael- 
wrif!hts :  3  makin  g  and  mending  clochea  ;9  wasb- 
ing  clothes ;  1  fire  maker;  1  apothecary ;  I  se- 
gar  maker ;  1  cook  :  and  9  idle.  Only  nine  of 
the  weavers,  and  roar  of  the  shoeaMkets,  oa- 
derstood  these  branches  when  first  admitted. 

Of  the  97  prisoners  now  in  coniSnement,  74 
are  white  males,  19  colored  males,  and  4  col- 
ored females :  ei|dit  are  under  twenty  years  of 
a^D,  fifty-one  ftom  90  to  30,  twenty-one  from  30 
to  40,  ten  from  40  to  50,  five  ftom  SO  to  60,  one 
from  00  to  70,  and  one  <mr  70. 

Thirty-seven  are  natives  of  Penasyivaaia, 
thirteen  of  New  Jersey,  seven  of  Delaware,  six 
of  Maryland,  six  of  New  York,  two  of  Connect- 
icut, two  of  Virginia,  one  of  Teaneaaee,  one  of 
Rhode  Island,  eleven  of  Ireland,  six  of  E.!glaad, 
one  of  Netberiands,  two  of  Fiance,  one  w  Hol- 
land, one  of  Switzerland. 

The  general  conduct  and  bebavior  of  the  pris- 
oners has  been  such  as  rarely  to  prodoee  any 
unpleasant  feelings,  on  the  part  of  their  over- 
seers, towards  them. 

The  result  of  three  yean*  practlee  having  so 
ftilly  demonstrated  the  advantageaof 
confinement,  by  day  and   night,   over 
other  system  known  to  me.  I  cannot  bat 
to  see  It  introduced  Into  the  PrisQaa  of 
civilized  community. 

Before  I  conclude  this  report.  I  eameotly  re- 
quest your  attention  to  one  of  Um  great  ptmd- 
ples  on  which  our  discipline  is  fooAded,  name- 

X,  the  prevention  of  ftuther  eonuptinn,  hf 
spriving  prisoners  of  all  opportunity  of  form- 
ing or  extending  an  acquaintance  with  each 
otber—- an  acquaintance  which  almost  neceaaa- 
rily  insures  their  education  in  all  the  modes  of 
perpetrating  crime,  and  elnding  detectioB  and 
convicti<m.  Even  if  this  almoai  iaevimble  re- 
sult could  be  prevented  in  the  common  Prtsoaa 
of  the  state,  as  they  lAo  at  present  administered ; 
and  if  a  pfiaoner  could  be  discharged  useoa- 


taminated  by  his  associates,  atill  hie 
and  histcay  would  be  known  by  hia  compaaiona 
in  confinement:  and,  after  their  dtschacfs, 
would  too  oftmi  be  eaferty  divnlgad  lo  othma, 
and  thus  the  new  chuaeter  of  a  lapentaAt  ooa- 
viet  be  blastedt^and  he  would  too  probably  re- 
lapse Into  his  old  habits.  In  our  Pieniir>ntiaiy, 
this  great  evil,  to  which  I  have  ailoded,  is 
prevented ;  or,  I  ahoald  rather  say,  its  prog^ 
rees  is  arrested  *,  hot  in  the  Coonty  Prisons, 
whence  we  derive  our  inmates,  it  exists  to  a 
deploreble  and  disgraoeftd  extenL  In  these 
establishmenta,  scarcely  any  dasaificatlon  is  at- 
tempted, and  no  eflbctual  separatioa  ia  made ; 
discipline  is  neglected,  cormption  iDcraased ;  re- 
formation is  hopeless,  and  many  aooet  flagrant 
abuses  are  known  to  be  practised  without  aay 
mitigation.  Convicts  received  by  as  ftom  ma 
County  Prisons  may  indeed  firoqiieaUy  be  re- 
formed by  our  discipline;  the  leaaona  of  vice  they 
have  lesined,  when  ^aced  in  a  conflneamnt 
which  the  law  intended  ahoald  be  saluury,  may 
sometimes  be  eradicated  afterwards;  bat  the 
great,  the  irremediable  evil  baa  Steady  bean  ef- 
fected. The  penons,  Ac.  of  snch  convicts,  arp 
known  to  the  great  community  of  rngnes ;  and 
therefore,  even  if  their  relbraNittoa  be  eflecied 
when  discharged  ftom  oar  Penitentiary,  too 
many  temptttfons  to  relapse,  loo  man  v  obatades 
to  their  commencement  in  the  poraoiu  of  honest 
industry,  may,  and  probably  will,  beeneouaier- 
ed  by  them.  Hence  our  Institutioa  cannot  pro- 
duce all  the  advantages  of  which  It  is  sosceptible, 
until  the  County  Fmoju  are  reformed  by  the 
same  plan  of  separate  confinement,  ^c.  which 
we  porsae.  If  aa  idquiry  Into  the  coBditi«»a  of 
these  Prisons  could  be  made,  by  order  of  the 
legislatore.  I  am  confident  the  remarha  I  have 
made  woold  be  aohatantiatod ;  and  that 


Ill 
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inpovtaat  ben«lltt  would  rMalt  from  mch  an 
teqwry,  ia  tlM  opiakm  of  tooM  of  oar  mo«t  in- 
telligent and  humane  citisen.i. 

AU  of  wliicl\  is  reroectfully  eubmitted,  by 
SAMUEL  R.  WOOD,  ITttnUiL 

Pkiktde^kim,  19UI  mo.  3Iit,  1832. 

Report  of  Building  CommitUe, 

"^o  tU  Board  ^  tuaptcUrs  «n  tk»  State  PeHUmtiO' 
rffor  tke  EoHwu  Distria  qf  Ptmuylvamia. 

NoCwithatanding  the  opportunltiei  embraced 
flo  constantly  by  their  fellow  memben  of  the 
board,  to  witness  the  progress  of  tlie  great  worlt 
ander  their  charge,  the  building  committee,  in 
nccoidanee  with  their  duties,  submit  the  foUow> 
lac  report : — 

The  bailding  operations  were  resumed  as 
early  in  the  spring  as  the  stale  of  the  wettber 
would  warrant ;  contracts  had  been  previously 
made  for  the  supply  of  the  various  materials, 
which  were  seasonably  and  regulariy  Aimished 
until  the  period  when  the  pestilential  scourge 
Tisiied  our  borders  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August  last;  considerable  difBculty  then  oc- 
curred in  procuring  some  of  them,  and 
more  especially  the  iron  castings,  from  our 
neighboring  state.  New  Jersey }  the  contractor 
found  it  quite  Impracticable  to  cause  their  timely 
deiiveiy.  owing  to  the  dread  of  cholera  in  the 
minds  or  those  engaged  for  the  transportation 
of  them ;  this  dllBeuHy  tended  greatly  to  impede 
the  progress  of  the  work,  so  much  so,  that  on 
one  or  two  occasions  the  masons  were  about  to 
be  discharged,  and,  your  committee  bive  no 
doubt,  prevented  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ings to  the  extent  they  anticipated  at  tlie  open- 
ing of  the  season,  at  which  time  they  confidently 
expected,  that,  ere  the  approach  or  severe  frost 
should  forbid  the  prosecution  of  their  labon,  the 
three  blocks  of  cells  would  be  covered  in. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  to  Imve  every 
btanch  of  the  work  executed  in  the  most  sub- 
stantial manner ;  and  your  committee  believe 
that  strict  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  exercise 
of  proper  economy  in  procuring  the  materials 
as  well  as  judicious  and  capable  workmen ;  all 
those  who  have  continued  in  the  service,  have 
manifested  Indnstrv  in  their  various  employ- 
ments ;  a  degree  of  good  feeling  and  harmony, 
almost  unexampled,  where  the  same  number  of 
men  have  been  engaged,  has  prevailed  among 
them,  which  your  committee  feel  penuaded 
may  he  mainly  attributed  to  the  entire  exclusion 
of  ardent  splrlu  ;  this  great  work  liaving  been 
carried  on,  nee  only  this,  but  the  last  year,  with- 
out dispenmng  to  the  men  the  needles  and  too 
common  "  usual  allowance  of  grog ;"  it  gives 
your  committee  great  pleasure  to  record  this  flict, 
and  to  express  their  opinion  that,  in  more  in- 
stances than  one,  men.  who  had  been  habiuml 
drinkera  of  ardent  spirlls  to  excess,  have  entire- 
ly abstained  :  learning  ftom  the  observance  of 
our  rule  on  that  point,  that  they  could  perform 
a  sadslhcUMy  day's  work  without  recurrence 
to  the  bottle :  the  number  of  hands  employed 
has  averagsd  about  130 ;  of  this  number,  tmly 
one  death  occmrred,  and  that  of  cholera. 

The  alterations  adopted  by  the  board  on  the 
■ugfestion  of  the  arehitect,  in  some  of  the  mi- 
nor details,  as  well  as  in  the  enlargsment  of  the 
cells  on  the  ground  floor,  your  committee  have 
no  doubt  will  prove  Judicious  and  of  great  advai»- 
tags  to  all  concerned  in  the  management  of  the 
Penitentterv.  The  alteration  of  the  sky  light, 
while  it  affords  a  great  increase  of  light  in  the 
eell,  also  gives  the  means  of  much  more  efllciant 
-ventilation,  and  has  induced  the  adoption  of 
the  same  principle  in  the  sky  lights  In  blocks 
Mo.  1,  S  and  3,  with  tha  most  benefldal  resulla. 


The  additional  length  of  throe  feet  to  the  lower 
cells  ofTurs  great  facilities  in  some  branches  of 
manufhctures  performed  by  the  convicts,  the 
loss  of  which  in  those  now  occupied  by  tbera 
is  much  to  be  regretted,  especially  where  the 
looms  are  used. 

The  introduction  of  a  door- way  from  the  cor- 
ridor to  the  cell,  is  a  decided  Improvement :  it 
does  in  no  degree  interfere  with  the  privacy  or 
security  of  the  convict,  and  aflbrds  the  oppor> 
tunity  of  more  ready  admission  to  the  Prison, 
wtaenever  a  personal  inspection  on  the  part  or 
the  inspector,  warden,  or  overseer,  or  any  otR- 
cial  visitor,  racognizea  by  the  law  of  the  cnm- 
monwealth,  may  be  required,  obviating  alto- 
gether the  existing  necessity  of  exposure,  at 
Umes  not  unfrequent,  to  tho  most  inclement 
weather.  The  usual  ordinary  comma nieatiou 
for  handing  in  the  food,  working  materials,  &c., 
now  in  use,  is  still  preserved  In  tho  now  ar- 
rangement of  the  door-way. 

The  plan  proposed  and  amnged  for  warming 
the  cells  by  heated  air,  can  only  be  ftilly  and 
satisllBictorily  tested  by  experience.  As  yet,  no 
opportunity  has  oflbred  to  effect  this,  as  the 
work  is  unfinished  ;  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  it  will  answer  the  desired  purpose. 

In  order  to  supply  the  prisoner  with  drinking 
water.  It  is  found  absolutely  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  use  of  the  large  well  in  the  yard,  and  the 
forcing  pump  worked  by  horse  power.  We  are 
compelled  to  thi.^,  from  the  fact  that  our  situa- 
tion approaches  so  near  to  the  level  of  the  res- 
ervoir at  Fair  Mount,  that  wo  can  only  obtain 
the  water  requisite  to  carry  off  and  cleanse  the 
pipes  of  the  prisoner's  water  closet  In  his  cell ; 
the  reaction  of  the  contaminated  air,  after  the 
water  is  discharRod  (torn  the  pipes,  causes  that 
in  the  cistern  to  be  Impregnated  mure  or  leas 
with  it,  and  rendera  it  unfit  for  drinking. 

One  or  two  houra'  work,  daily  .with  the  horse, 
will  supply  the  tanks  placed  in  the  second  story 
of  the  centre  building,  with  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  excellent  water,  for  the  personal  use  of 
all  the  prisonera. 

Ymir  committee  will  here  remark,  that  not- 
withstanding the  impediments  that  were  expe- 
rienced during  the  existence  of  the  cholera, 
they  believe  that  the  amount  of  work  done 
within  the  walls  the  past  year,  has  been  quite 
equal  to  that  of  any  previous  year  since  the 
commencement ;  owing,  in  their  opinion,  to 
the  knowledge,  that  ine  means  provided  were 
entirely  ample  to  meet  all  demands,  without 
the  apprehension  which  has  on  other  occasions 
existed,  that  the  end  of  the  building  sewon 
might  leave  us  involved  In  debt  that  could  not 
be  discharged,  until  additional  appropriations 
were  made  by  the  legislature.  The  importance 
of  this  consideration  induces  your  committee 
forcibly  to  recommend  an  earnest  and  strong 
appeal  to  the  constituted  authorities,  for  an  early 
appropriation,  adequate  to  the  entire  comple- 
tkm  of  the  whcrfe  plan.  According  to  the  esti- 
mate of  the  architect  and  superiutendent  sub« 
mitted  herewith,  it  will  require  an  appropria- 
tion of  $190,000,  to  complete  all  the  buildings. 

JOHN  BACON,  >   BuiUimr 
WM.  H.  HOOD,  i  OmmHUt, 
FkOadOfkia^  Dee.  31, 1839. 

Number  of  prisonem  received  into  the  East- 
em  Penitentiary  since  eommencement,  October 
99, 1899,  to  December  31, 1893, 149}  of  which 
number  there  were,  natives  of  PennsyIvania,S6 ; 
New  York,  13 ;  New  Jersey,  15  j  Delaware,  19 ; 
Maryland,  8;  Connecticut,  3;  Virginia,  3; 
North  OaroliiM,  1 :  South  Carolina,  1  }  Ohio,  1 ; 
Tennessee,  1 :  Rhode  Uland,  1 ;  Ireland.  19 ; 
England,  8 ;  France,  9 ;  Holland,  1 ;  Bwltxer- 
land,  1  i  Netherlands,  1 ;  total,  149. 
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Their  oAnewne  u  IbHoivi :  hone  itailhHL 
96;  bandary,  31;  forgery,  14;  mordor,  eeeontf 
dagree,  8 ;  manslaughter,  8 ;  robbefy,  7 ;  paae- 
Ing  counterfeit  money,  7;  areon,  9;  rape»  9; 
perlttry,  9 ;  highway  Bobbery^  9 ;  eubomatloa  or 
perioiy,  1 ;  intent  to  commit  rape,  1 ;  aewolt 
and  battevy  with  latent  to  kill,  1 ;  unnatural 
^ime.  1 ;  robbing  U.  S.  maiL  1 :  larceny,  16 ; 
total,  148. 

Their  agee  at  the  time  of  their  reception  were 
■a  foilowe:  under  90  Team  of  age,  15;  fkom  90 
Co  30,  79 ;  from  90  to  «),  30;  from  40  to  50. 15 ; 
from  50  to  60, 7 ;  from  60  to  70,9 ;  fitNU  70  to 
eO,l:  total,  149. 

Of  the  whole  number  receiTed,  (149,)  theae 
hare  been  diacharged.  1^  ezpiralion  of  aen- 
fence,  31;  pardoned,  5;  died,  8;  euidde^; 
total,  45.  Xieavtng  in  eonilnement,  Jan.  1 ,  1B33» 
97.  Of  thia  number  107  were  white  malea; 
31  colored  malea ;  4  cotored  femalea :  total,  14ai 

On  a  tat  conviction,  105:  on  a  aecoad, 
16 ;  on  a  third,  11 ;  on  a  foorta,  6 }  on  a  fifth, 
t;  onaaizth»9:.  total,  I4B. 

NoU, 

Since  the  precedbig  report  was  presented,  on 
the  fiist  of  January,  several  imesestlng  eventa 
have  occurred,  whleh  hare-  been  submitted  to 
the  notico  of  the  societv  ar  tbeit  meetings,  in 
the  usual  manner.  As  these  will  be  publlsned 
in  the  next  annual  report,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
mention  them  hi  detaU>-D0t  a  brief  notice  of  a 
few  of  the  more  important  fkets  may  not  be  un- 
interesting, and  is  therefore  appended  to  the  re- 
port. 

1.  Theleglslatore  oCPeno^lvania  have  made, 
during  the  present  spring,  an  appropriation  m 
$130,000  for  the  purpose  (wcomplettaa  tho  East- 
ern Penitentiary,  which  bniloing  ui  now  In 
rapid  progress. 

9.  An  act  has  been  passed  aiithorlsing  the 
demolition  of  the  cells  within  the  walls  of  the 
Western  Penitentiary,  and  the  construction 
of  cells  similar  to  those  in  the  butem  Pen- 
itentiary, in  which  the  same  system  of  Prison 
discipline  ■  to  be  eaUbUahed :  $60,000  have 
been  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

3.  An  act  has  been  passed  authorising  the 
eommisaioners  for  the  erection  of  the  Prison  for 
the  city  and  eounty  of  Phihidelphia,  to  borrow  an 
additional  sum  of  $70,000  for  the  porpoee  of 
completing  the  Prisoa,  and  pledging  the  build- 
ing now  known  as  the  Arch  Street  Prison  as  a 
security  for  the  loan  of  the  preceding  sum— this 
Prison  will  therefore  be  superseded  and  aold, 
and  the  system  of  separate  confinement  be  ef- 
fectually introduced  in  the  new  estebllshment, 
as  provided  by  the  »ci  of  30th  March,  1831. 

4.  An  act  has  also  been  passed  duringthe  same 
arssion,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  Prison  for 
the  county  of  Allei^ny,  providing  therein  for 
the  estaMishroent  of  the  same  system.  It  is 
therefore  a  subject  of  congratulation  thai  the  ef- 
forte  of  the  friends  of  this  system  have  been  so 
for  successful  that  all  those  treat  Prisons  In 
which  fourteen  seventeenths  of^he  persons  coa- 
flned  in  the  state  of  Pennqrivania  are  now,  or 
rather  soon  will  ^,  when  the  buildings  shall 
be  compteied,  conducted  according  to  the  sys- 
tem which  the  societv  has  advocated  fhmi  their 
origin  to  the  present  tone. 

5.  A  number  of  influential  cltiaens  of  Chester 
eounty  have  beea  engated  in  making  arraage- 
mente  preparatonr  to  the  erection  of  a  County 
Prison  at  WeA  Chester,  according  to  the  same 

Srstem;  and  a  plan  of  the  buildtn|haa  been 
ivsn  by  Mr.  Walter,  the  architect  of  the  PhUa- 
elphia  County  Prison. 

6.  Alt  ace  has  been  passed  at  the  seasion  of 
1839-3  of  the  leglriataie  of  the  ataU  of  Mew 


entdewctiv  Prison,  and  the  erectten  of  another 
near  Trenton,  **on  the  prtaielple  of  sepaistr 
confinement,  with  labos,  foe  aa  pnetised  atthn- 
iiastem  State  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania  f^ 
and  the  worka  are  in  lanid  piugiees,  nader  the 
superintendence  of  the  disiingulahed  arehHecf» 
John  Havlland,  Esq.  to  whom  oar  eountiy  in- 
indeblsd  for  the  plan  and  execnikm  of  the  JwHy 
celebrated  Penitentiary  of  the  Eastern  Distrtet 
of  Pennsylvania.  Several  improvemenu  have 
been  introduced  by  Mr.  H.  in  the  new  edifice. 
The  Inspectors  of  tiw  Western  Penitemiary  oT 
Pennsylvaala  have  alao  availed  thenmelvna  oT 
the  valuable  experience  of  Ihia  gentleman,  by 
oonferring  on  him  theolBeeof  areniieet ;  ana  Iw 
is  now  engafed  in  snperlntendinf  the 
of  the  new  building  in  that  estaUl 


o. 

Fiflh  Anmial^Repori  of  the  HouMt  0f  tUf- 
uge  in  Pkiutdeiphia, 

7>  tk$  Comtrihttarg  ts  Os  JTrass  ^  i^V*  ^ 
Mamtgerg  r$ap»e^fkOff  nkmit  tk*  f0UtmiMf  Ss- 
psfi*- 

In  coming  before  the  oontribnton  and  the 
community  with  their  annnal  report,  the  psesi- 
dent  and  managers  of  the  Hoose  of  Eefbge  have 
the  sntisfoetion  to  say,  that  the  instittttion  con- 
tinues to  fulfil  the  benevolent  pnipueea  for 
which  H  wee  esubHshed,  to  an  extent  qnile 
commensurate  with  their  asasoaahle  expeetn- 
ttons.    Prom  the  opening  of  the  Bouee  to  the 

Ereeent  time,  there  have  been  reeeived  537  of 
Dth  sexee;  that  ia  to  say,  of  malee,  301,  and 
of  females,  146i.  Of  this  number,  190  have  been 
bound  out  to  some  respectable  occnpniion ; 

lied  theat- 


156  have  been  discharged ;  93  afaaeni 

aelves  fknm  the  institution ;  3  have  died ;  an4 

163  remain  at  preeent  in  the  Benae- 

Dnrinf  the  year  Just  ended.thesa  have  been  ad- 
mitted l9ft;  to  wit^alea,fl9,femalea,41.  Of  these, 
there  have  been  bound  ontlTfi;  diacharfed,  34; 
abseated  themselves,  4  i*  and  164  renmln  in 
the  House.  Of  iliose  boand  ont,  the  accoonta 
have  in  general  been  very  fovoiaMe.  Some  of 
the  numerous  letters  received  will  be  fonnd  In 
the  Appendix,  and  will  be  read  with  great  inte- 
rest. Upon  this  point,  the  manafers  liave  al- 
wars  bestowed  the  most  anxiona  atteotien; 
endeavoring,  in  the  first  place,  to  procure 
suitable  places  for  theao  wIm  were  prepared 
for  binding  out,  and,  in  the  next,  to  keep  open 
a  communication  throofh  which  they  nught  be 
informed  of  the  conduct  and  haMto  of  the 
youth  thus  provided  ibr,  as  well  aa  be  sasiind 
that  Justice  was  done  them  by  their  emplsiyeffa. 


They  have  endeavored  in  this  wav  to  acquit 
themselves  of  their  trast,  by  leading  on  the 
children  committed  to  their  care,  antM  thejr 
reach  the  period  of  life  when,  under  Prow 
donee,  they  most  take  charge  of  themaelve^ 
and  be  fUUy  responsible  for  llielr  own  acta  and 
omissions.  We  are  all  well  nwan,  however^ 
ot  the  vast  importance  of  the  condition  ia 
which  they  are  found  at  the  raoasent 
they  are  lannehed  upon  the  tempeetnons 
of  the  world.  A  thoughlfUl  parent,  with  all 
the  means  that  wealth  and  poeition  can  give 
hha,  still  looks  with  deep  aolkltade  to  thte 
stage  ia  his  oflhnriag's  career,  and  tretaMes  at 
the  eugfsatloB  that  hie  hand 
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tmibf firalMlka «ad iBldafiMb  Th«kopabe 
Iwi  m»  for  M  mevely  bvman  oalontstlon  te  cda- 
cemed — teats  upon  the  pnt;  npon  the  care 
ttec  haa  been  applied  to  fbim  h  healthy  moral 
ctmstiiotioii,  eapahle  of  raalntog  the  iimiiiiita 
of  tomptatlon,  and  itrong  eoou^  to  keep  the 
line  or  rectiiade  through  the  tiormy  and  dia- 
turbing  influeneea  by  «1ikh  we  are  continually 
•■■uled.  What,  then,  ia  to  be  expected  from 
the  manhood  of  one,  whoae  walk,  almoet  from 
taia  cradU,  haa  not  only  been  neglected,  but 
haa  been  continnally  in  company  with  anre- 
paoved  vice  /  The  caae  ia  ofton  even  worae  than 
Uiia.  Crime  ia  poritlTelv  taught  and  encour- 
aged, and  the  child  reeelrea  no  other  connael 
or  advice  than  what  ia  neceaaanr  to  prodnoe 
hardihood  and  dexterity  ia  criminal  achieve- 
ment. If,  in  hja  progreea  to  a  highly  accom- 
eiahed  depravitv,  the  unhappy  pupil  ia  thrown 
itoa  Priaon,  It  is  only  to  be  hurried  forward  In 
vicloua  attainment,  with  an  accelerated  rapidi- 
ty,  A  day  in  the  company  of  hardened  oflend- 
«ra,  auch  as  he  will  meet  with  there,  may  do 
the  work  of  montha,  in  teaching  him  the  vari- 
ooa  arts  which  a  bad  experienee  has  discover- 
ed for  the  commission  of  crimot  and  infriaing  a 
feoliac  of  admiration  and  rrspeet  for  the  iaw- 
leaa  address  and  counge  employed  In  ita  per- 
petration. The  booated  berolam  of  wicked 
nndneity  is  lookod  at,  without  pereelvinf  ita 
deep  slude  of  Inflimv,  until  it  becomes  abso- 
lutoly  attractive,  and  the  feeble  child  ia  won 
fay  the  meretricioua  lustre  of  the  aerpeat'a  eye, 
saconaciotts  that  he  ia  to  be  folded  at  last  in 
the  embracea  of  a  fllthv  and  inaatlable  reptile. 
That  aociety  haa  an  interest  In  the  preserva- 
tloa  of  the  young,  is  too  plain  to  require  to  be 
Wfod  upon  an  inlalligent  people.  That  there 
Is  a  duty  of  humanity  connected  with  this  in- 
tarast,  every  one  is  ready  to  admit.  In  every 
community  that  haa  any  claim  to  civHixed 
character,  there  are  iastitutiom  of  oome  kind 
Ibr  the  support  of  indigent  and  destitute  cbil- 
diaa,  that  thay  may  not  perlah  for  want. 
When  unnaual  calamity  audaenly  enlariea  the 
amnber  of  the  helpless,  Charity  multiplies  and 
adapta  her  meana  of  relief,  aa  we  aaw  an  asy- 
lon  rise  up,  during  the  last  summer,  for  the  re- 
ception or  the  orphans  whom  pestilence  had 
deprived  of  their  parenta ;  and  the  oAcea  of 
humanity  associated  in  their  performance  with 
all  that  is  beantlflil  ia  female  aenalbUity  and 


But  it  had  long  eacaped  oboervatlon,  that 
while  thus  providing  aa  was  lit  for  the  claims 
of  extreme  infancy,  there  was  a  period  of  life 
In  which  guidance  and  aapport  were  alao  want- 
ed ;  and  that,  iaatead  of  makina  provision  to 
•llord  them,  the  iastitotions  aTaocimtw  were 
poaltively  tending  to  aid  the  work  of  destrue- 
tlott.  Aa  a  consequence.  Juvenile  odbnders 
were  Increaaing  at  a  rate  that  was  trulv  ap- 

filliag ;  and  It  was  the  eonsideratlon  of  this 
portant  Ihct,  which  direoted  attention  to  the 
peculiar  claims  of  this  description  of  our  fellow 
craatarea,  and  to  the  treatment  enlted  to  their 
eonditiotuk  They  are  oflbnders ;  but  they  are 
jroathfril  oflbnders.  They  are  lose  accountable, 
from  the  weakneas  of  their  understanding. 
Thevars  more  reclaimaMe,  because  they  are 
yet  in  a  state  to  receive  impression,  and  to  be 
Aahioned  according  to  the  examfde  and  the 
couaaela  preeented  to  them.  If  it  be  true,  on 
the  one  hand,  that,  left  to  the  lallncnce  of  bad 
nasociation,  coKiperating  with  their  own  head- 
hmg  passions,  they  will  grow  into  the  stature 
«f  hairdened  profligMy,  ralnooe  to  themaelvea, 
and  dangerous  to  sdclenr.  so,  on  the  other,  it  Is 
certainly  true,  that,  wttn  proper  culture  and 
diaeipline,  they  sMy  be  Imined  into  iadustrl- 
aos  and  useful  dtisena.    The  difetlnetlon  hare 
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advened  to,  la  fbnnded  in  nalua,  la  anpoortad 
by  experience,  and  haa  the  express  sanction  of 
the  Scrkcurea  of  truth.  Among  adults,  even 
thoae  who  are  the  aubjecta  of  criminal  inflla- 
tion,  there  are  degreea  of  wickedneaa,  un- 
doubtedly, one  aurpaaalng  or  falling  ahoit  of 
another  in  the  extent  of  his  profllgacv.  But,  In 
general,  thev  nunr  be  con8i4lei«d  aa  having  one 
characteristic,  which  marks  them  aa  a  class, 
separated  from  the  rest  of  society,  and  at  war 
with  iu  peace  and  welfbre.  It  ia  the  kabU  of  doing 
wrong,  more  or  leas  confirmed,  but  auAcientlv 
fixed  to  have  become  aa  it  were  a  part  of  their 
nature,  and  to  require  to  be  eradicated  before 
any  hope  can  be  entertained  of  their  Improve* 
mant.  In  them,  it  ia  strictly  a  work  of  reform 
mation.  It  ia  the  recovery  of  thoee  who  are 
lost,  which  is  sought  after,  in  all  the  humane 
and  benevolent  exertions  that  are  made  to 
better  their  condition.  And  certainly  auch 
exertions  are  in  the  highest  degree  praiaa- 
worthy,  and,  though  they  may  encounter  many 
difliculties  and  diacourageroents,  ought  never 
to  be  abandoned.  To  endeavor  to  engraft 
upon  the  syatam  of  punlahmenta  required  for 
theaecurity  of  eociety,  an  abiding  and  opera- 
tive recollection,  that  the  unhappy  subject  ia 
still  related  to  ua  aa  a  fellow-cruature,  and,  aa 
auch,  entitled  to  some  portion  of  renra,  is  one 
of  the  (daineat  auggeationa  of  humanity,  though, 
practically,  loat  unheeded.  The  time  Iiaa  been 
— ^noF  is  it  yet  beyond  the  memory  even  of  the 
living--when  a  culprit,  of  whatever  grade, 
aeemed  only  to  be  an  oV)ect  of  fierce  resent- 
ment, against  whom  were  let  looee  the  vindic- 
tive passions  of  mankind,  to  be  indulged  by 
the  infliction  of  unmitigated  shame  and  auflbr- 
ing,  without  any  concern  aa  to  the  conao- 
quences  to  the  prisoner.  A  better  philosophy, 
under  the  influence  of  Christian  charity,  haa 
aucceeded ;  and  the  management  of  Priaona,  the 
treatment  of  prlaoners,  and  the  obligationa  of 
benevolence  which  are  due  to  them  notwUh- 
sundlng  their  fbllies  and  thefar  Crimea,  are 
deemed  worthy  of  continued  and  earnest  atten- 
tion. It  is,  indeed,  among  the  highest  honora 
of  f eanmrlvania  to  have  led  the  way  in  thia 
career.  It  is  alao  verv  honorable  that  ahe  still 
perseveres  in  her  eflorts,  adopting  every  auc- 
gestion  which  aaperience  or  Just  deliberation 
seems  to  sanction,  and  clingiag  to  the  hppe 
that  improved  metiioda  will  at  hut  succeed  la 
making  a  Penitentiaiy  n  place  of  parificatiou, 
where  evil  habits  may  be  broken,  and  prone- 
neaa  to  crime  give  place  to  an  honest  and 
virtuooa  diapoaitlon.  That  theae  her  eflbita 
may  be  crowned  with  auccea8,-la  the  anxlona 
dealie  of  every  philanthroplat. 

Juvenile  dellaquenta,  it  must  be  obvioua,  and 
especiallv  thoae  of  comparatively  tender  afe. 
caanot,  in  leaeral,  be  said  to  have  acqniiea 
kakiu  of  crime.  They  are  in  the  way  to  ac- 
quire them.  Their  first  oflTencea  are  to  be  coo- 
sidered  aa  evidence  that  they  have  yielded  to 
temptation,  have  been  led  aatmy  by  bad  ex- 
ample or  bv  evil  counsel,  or  have  wandered 
from  the  riaht  path  becauae  they  were  not 
steadied  ana  oirected  by  the  supoMt  and  guid- 
ance which  a  child  always  needs.  They  are 
evidence,  too,  that  such  oflbnders  are  without 
the  aid  of  anitable  control  frem  parenta  or 
friends,  and  expoaed  to  the  miachfelb  of  bad 
aaaoeialion  and  pemlcioaa  example ;  and  that. 
Anally,  if  not  arraated  ia  their  course,  haMta 
will  be  formed,  and  ihatened  upon  them  by  the 
time  they  arrive  at  manhood,  which  will  be 
aure  to  aul^ect  them  to  the  experiment  of  the 
Penitentiary,  and  to  burthen  aociety,  flrst  with 
their  depradatioae,  and  then  with  the  expen- 
sive ana  uneertala  Moceaa  of  their  corraeth>B 
and  refimaatioa.    Tne  nataial  remedy  woaM 
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wiM  polky  tbiB  bj  comidente  benvrolenee. 
Their  destttation,  at  an  afB  when  the  inaUta- 
tioiia  of  eyeiy  civilised  comannBitjr  admit  that 
the/  eland  la  need  of  direction  and  cootral, 
and  the  eridence  fnm  their  miaeonduct  that 
thia  dectitution  ia  ineompatlhle  with  their  own 
wellkre  and  the  welfkre  of  others,  bring  them 
vnder  the  power  of  eoclety.  whoae  right  it  Is, 
for  itf  own  aecurtty,  as  well  as  for  theirs,  to 
assume  their  guarduaship,  when  they  have  no 
other,  and  rescue  them  from  the  dangers  ao 
maDifetilly  Incident  to  their  condition.  The 
oblect  is  not  to  punish,  but  to  save. 

Nothing  can  be  more  desirable  than  that  this 
subject  should  be  calmly,  but  careAilly,  and  ac- 
curately considered,  in  all  its  beannga,  and 
Uiat  the  principles  upon  which  the  Refuge  Is 
founded,  shoula  be  thoroaghly  and  universally 
understood.  We  are  persuaded  that  nothing 
more  is  necessary,  to  give  it  a  Arm  establish- 
ment in  public  opinion,  and  remove  whatever 
prejudices  may  remain.  Under  this  persuasion, 
we  are  Induced  here  to  make  a  remariL,  tend- 
ing to  conflrm  the  distinction  already  adverted 
to,  and  to  point  out  more  strongly  the  peculiar 
clwraeter  of  the  House  of  Reftage.  The  confine- 
ment of  an  adult  in  a  Prison,  for  an  offence 
eommitted,  is  always  attended  with  reproach. 
It  Axes  a  stigma  upon  his  character,  sofflcient, 
In  general,  to  exclude  him  ttcm  honest  aaso- 
elmtlon  and  employment.  Who  will  receive 
Into  bis  service,  or  his  company,  a  man  that 
laaues  from  the  Penitentiiurr,  with  the  stains 
of  the  Prieon  upon  him  ?  The  clilldnn  (torn 
the  Refuge  are  not  thua  marked.  They  are 
bound  out  fkom  the  House,  without  difficulty, 
to  reepectaMe  masteia,  who  receive  them  into 
their  service  in  honest  occupaticms,  and  place 
them  upon  a  footing  with  their  other  appren- 
tices. And  this  they  do,  with  a  Aill  knowledge 
that  they  are  from  the  Rofhge :  for  the  foet  is 
apparent  upon  the  indentures  tnemaelves,  and 
is  the  very  ground  of  the  binding.  They  hold 
tho  apprentice  under  a  binding  by  the  House 
of  Refuge. 

It  ia  tnie  thai,  in  the  exercise  of  their  power 
of  binding,  tlra  managers  always  act  under  a 
aense  of  conscientious  obligation  to  the  per- 
Bons  they  eoatract  with,  and  do  not  bind  out 
an  inmate  till  they  feel  reasonably  assured, 
from  his  conduct  and  improvement  under  their 
can,  that  be  is  In  a  fit  state  to  be  received  bv  a 
master.  If  (as  sometimes  happens)  they  iind 
thai  a  boy  is  Incorrigibly  viciooe,they  do  not  bind 
him  out.  The  value  of  any  assurance  the  man- 
Sfeiv  are  thus  able  to  give,  must  be  founded,  it 
will  at  once  be  pereeived,upon  the  bellef,that  the 
ori^nal  commitment  is  no  eoncluslve  proof  of 
hao  chaiacter,  and  that  cawAil  tnining  in  the 
House  has  had  the  eflhct  of  producing  a  vMMe 
change  of  deportment,  which  may  be  rolled 
«pon  to  continue,  if  he  be  properly  governed  in 
hM  new  employment.  Let  the  name  hypothe- 
als  be  applied  to  aduitt  in  a  Prison— that  is  to 
say,  that  their  deportment  in  Priaon  has  been 
aatlsfkctory  to  those  set  over  them.  What 
would  be  the  value  of  such  an  assurance,  in 
the  estimation  of  those  who  might  be  aakea  to 
employ  them  ? 

This.then,is  the  natonl  Judgment  of  BBankind 
•pon  tne  suli^t.  However  the  reaaons  of  it  may 
be  analyBed,the  resolt  wHI  aUll  be  the  same,  that 
la  to  say,  a  tacit  but  universal  confeaslon,  that 
there  is  an  essential  dlflbrence  ia  the  caaea,  so 
great  as  to  lead  to  conclusions  dbnctly  qppoeite, 
and  to  place  the  infknt  oMeet  of  eonflnement 
and  care,  upon  a  totally  distinet  footing  fkom  the 
adult  eriminal,  who  has  suffhred  the  penalty  of 
impftoonmaat  for  oflbnce.     We  ahould  be 
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not  undentand  the  Isssna  th«s  eeavayed.  tt. 
plainly  telle  us,  that  the  ReAiffe  la  not  a  PiiaoB 
—4b  not,  properly  speaking,  n  plnea  of  puaiah 
ment,  nor  Ita  administfatfaa  la  aay  sease  vtafr- 
dictlve.  The  poipose  of  the  emahHshmeaf  la 
easeatially  pareatal:  and  thongh  H  ampiofa 
coereloB  and  restrainf,  ittwaae  it  may  be  to 
the  laamtea,  aad  against  their  will,  it 
for  their  own  baaedt,  aet  ia  a 
tioned  to  their  oflbncea,  or  gradoaied  by' 
degree  of  criminality,  ns  a  pnnishmeat,  hat  to 
an  extent  adapted  to  their  exigenciee,  mA  mat- 
flcient  to  aave  them  from  destmeUoB.  it 
finds  the  fulfilment  of  its  whole  desiga.  ia 
seeking  to  prepare  them  for  a  manhood  of  in- 
dustry aad  naelhlaeea,  with  which  there  ahall 
never  be  associated  any  recoilectioa  of  haviag 
suffered  a  penalty  for  crime,  or  endured  the 
shame  and  contamination  of  a  Priaoo. 

As  a  place  of  confinement,  the  Refuge  aflbnla 
to  aociety  all  the  security  which  confiaemeat 
alone  can  give.    It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that, 
where  a  capabilitv  of  doing  mischief  has  been 
manifested,  toasther  with  a  propeaaity  to  exart 
it,  reetnint  is  indispensable,  whatever  amy 
the  age  of  the  penon  in  whom  it  ie  ~ 
Society  mast  ne  protected  fnaa 
Until  this  establishment  was 
tion  waa  aflbrded  (if  at  all)  by  commit— at  to 
Prison.    Confinement  in  tae  Reftege,  it 
be  admitted,  is  equally  efibctual  for  the 
of  present  security.    There  la  no  difliciilty^  ia- 
deed,  in  proving  that  it  is  much  more  eflhctnalii 
Every  one  who  is  coaversaat  with  cfimiaal 
proceedings,  ia  aware  of  the  diflicolty  dmt  in 
experienced  in  executing  the  laws  against  Java- 
nile  offenders.    The  natural  repagaaace  that  in 
felt  to  their  Imprisonment,  reeista  a  proeecutiea 
at  every  step.    The  injured  party  teftoses  to 
pnJbeeute— witnessee  held  back«— the  amgistnto 
endeavora  to  avoid  cosamitaMat ;  and  when  at 
last,  theee  dlflleultiee  belag  oveicoaaa,  the  case 
is  brought  to  trial,  Judges,  Turon  aad  byaiaad- 
en  aro  afibcted  by  sympatn  v  for  the  accused. 
aad  concur  in  eeeking  for  him  the  maane  er 
eac^M.    It  thus  happens,  that,  of  the  many 
who  oflbnd,  few  are  suldectad  to  panishasenL. 
They  are  suffered  to  run  at  large,  with  an  as- 
surance of  ironunity  which  co-opeiatea  pow« 
erAiUy  with  other  causes  to  urn  them  oa  in  a 
career  of  crime,  until  at  length  their  andacioas 
and  repeated  misconduct  becomes  toooAasive 
to  be  endarod.    Against  the  ReAige  ao  snch 
repugnance  is  felt,  because  Ita  character  Is  ea- 
tlrely  dillbrent  fh>m  that  of  a  Prleoa;  and, 
therafore.  there  is  no  hesitation  in  taibng  mcas- 
uies  against  yoathfol  deliaqueala,  because  it 
is  known  that  they  will  there  be  in  aafoty,  and 
treatod  as  the  general  aease  of  nsaakiad  a^ees 
that  they  ought  to  be. 

The  greater  efficacy  thua  givoi  to  the  admaa- 
latretion  of  the  lawa,  is  but  a  small  item,  how- 
ever, in  the  aggregato  of  advantagea  which  the 
estkhliahment  is  capable  of  eoafonring  upon 
society.  A  Prieon  makee  a  deep  aad  dark  stain 
upon  thoae  who  enter  its  doors  na  criminals. 
They  seem  to  be  marked  by  it  as  a  degnded 
casto,  aenacaled  from  the  hoaeat  aoftioo  of  the 
community,  and  condemned  to  the  aaeociatioa 
and  pursuite  of  the  unworthv.  They  feel  ihea- 
sel  ves  to  be  ao  degraded,  and,  aa  a  conaequeare, 
become  desperate  aad  nardened,  piayin|  epoa 
olben  with  increased  wickednesa,  aalil  thsy 
are  agaia  amatad  aad  cmnmitted.  Their  w^y 
of  lira  becomes  BMasuraMy  determined,  aad 
their  lot  la  with  the  miserable  oatcaau  whom 
reprobate  ehamcter  la  aumamd  ap  la  ths  de^ 
nomination  of  coavicte.  It  amy  be  that  tbsrt 
are  some  esceptioaa     It  la  to  be 
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vndor  An  hnpraved  wywt^n  of  Prlvon  dIscipliiiSi 
tiMy  will  b0  mora  numerous.  But,  in  seneral, 
tirib  ease  li  luch  m  has  now  been  stated. 

A  residenee  In  Prison,  besides  the  shame  and 
leproach  it  fkstens  upon  its  tenants,  is  very 
well  calculated  to  qoieaen  the  irowth  ofyicioos 
ivropensity.  Among  the  abandoned  occupants 
who  are  there  collected,  and  each  dT  whom  has 
earned  his  title  to  nside,  by  the  commission 
of  crime,  it  Is  not  at  all  eitraordlnary  that  so 
great  a  perrrrsion  of  reason  shoind  occur,  as 
actually  to  place  the  point  of  honor  opon  supe- 
rior boldness  and  address  in  criminal  enter- 
prise. A  school  of  ▼Icicnis  instruction  is  thus 
formed,  the  pupils  in  wJiieh,  especially  those 
•f  tender  aee,  are  sure  to  come  out  worse  than 
they  went  m.  Thev  become  the  most  danier- 
ous  ofTenden,  eosQy  ftom  their  depredations 
when  nt  large,  and  costly  for  their  support  when 
they  are  confined. 

From  this  root  of  wide-spreading  mischief, 
also,  the  Reftige  is  ftee.  The  inmates  of  the 
establishment  are  not  associated  with  experi- 
enced and  aged  oflienderi,  nor  placed  in  the 
way  to  receive  vicious  instruction.  On  the 
contrary,  every  care  is  taken  to  cultivate  their 
morals  and  train  them  into  habits  of  honest 
Industry,  and,  if  possible,  to  eflbee  every  bad 
impression  that  may  have  been  made  upon 
them  before  they  came  into  the  House.  The 
contrast.  In  this  respect,  is  a  decided  one. 

Looking  only  to  the  welfare  of  society, 
without  regarding  the  w^fkre  of  the  inmates. 
It  will  thus  occur  to  every  one,  who  will  bestow 
a  single  moment's  rafleetion  npon  the  subject, 
that  the  public  security  is  promoted  to  the 
whole  eictent  of  the  snpply  of  matured  and  for> 
midable  oflbnden  which  the  establishment  of 
the  Reflige  proposes  to  cut  olf  But  if  we  add 
to  this  a  reasonable  consideration  of  the  duty 
that  is  owing  to  the  children  of  poverty  on  their 
own  account— of  the  more  than  probability  that 
some,  nay,  that  many,  %y  the  application  of 
judicious  care,  at  a  modentte  expense,  may  be 
saved  ftora  a  Ilfb  of  Inftoy,  terminating  most 
eommonly  in  premature  death— may  be  in- 
structed in  the  truths  which  concern  their 
temporal  and  eternal  happiness  may  be  fBrmed 
into  habits  of  honest  industrv,  and  qnalifled  to 
become  usefltl  and  respeetable  clttxens,  instead 
of  being  a  burthen  and  a  curse  to  themselves 
and  to  ochera— eurely  it  cannot  be  a  question 
in  a  clvUlaed  and  Christian  community  .whether 
such  an  institution  on^  to  be  maintained. 

By  the  law  for  incorporating  the  House  of 
BefVige,  the  age  of  twenty-one  for  males,  and 
eighteen  for  females.  Is  fixed  npon  as  the  limit 
of  those  who  are  to  be  received  into  the  House. 
In  proportion  as  those  who  are  committed  ap- 
fvoach  that  age,  the  hope  of  an  Improvemeni  m 
their  character  is  diminished,  and  the  dispo- 
sition of  them  after  they  leave  the  House  ^aeed 
beyond  the  manafem.  Full  scope  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  establishment  to  operate,  is  af- 
forded only  when  the  age  of  the  Inmate  allows 
a  suflclent  time  for  applying  the  discipline  and 
instruction  of  the  House,  and  afterwards  for 
binding  ooL  The  latter,  indeed,  cannot  be 
eoBscientloBsly  and  safelv  attempted,  until  the 
BMaagera  are  folly  satisfied  that  the  Inmate  is 
In  a  fit  state  to  be  pat  out  j  and  then  no  master 
will  take  him,  unless  there  be  time  enough  left 
before  coming  of  afB  (the  utauNt  time  Ibr 
which  he  can  ae  bound)  to  aflbrd  a  remaa«r»- 
tlon  for  the  unrequited  expenses  of  the  early 
poftloo  of  apprenticeship.  It  happens,  too,  In 
most  instances,  that  persons  approaching  the 
designated  afs  have  acquired  bad  hablu,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  maturltv  ef  strength  and 
growth  which  render  thmn  dtftenll  to  manage, 
«ad  unlit  eoaipaaioaa  for  the  yovAfu ' 


The-  manageri  think  U  very  desfaable  that 
these  things  should  be  borne  in  mind  1^  magis- 
trates and  othen  who  have  power  to  commit, 
and  that  none  should  be  sent  to  the  Refoie, 
who  have  attained  an  age  and  growth  which 
forbid  the  hope  of  brining  them  beneflcially 
under  the  Influence  of  its  discipline.  They  In- 
jure the  younger  inmates,  and  disturb  materl- 
allv  the  order  of  the  estaMishment. 

In  tlie  investigations  to  which  the  duties  of 
the  managers  have  necessarily  invited  their 
attention,  they  have  learned  that  a  new  source 
of  Juvenile  corruption  has  been  opened  in  thii 
city,  which  deserves  to  "be  noticed.  They  al- 
luae  to  what,  for  want  of  a  more  appropriate 
phrase,  may  be  called  children's  theatres.  Aa 
they  have  undentood,  the  acton  and  the  au- 
dience are  minors  of  both  sexes,  thouch  it  Is 
supposed  that  the  whole  is  under  the  direction 
and  for  the  benefit  of  adults.  They  are  estab- 
lished in  obscure  places :  the  price  of  admission 
is  low,  and  there  is  unlimited  license  in  them 
for  every  sort  of  vicious  indulgence.  They  are 
visited  by  stealth,  and  the  money  paid  for  ad- 
mission must  be  known,  by  those  who  receiva 
it,  to  have  been  very  often  dishonestly  ao- 
quired,  as  the  visiton  are  of  an  age  and  a  dasa 
not  to  have  money  of  their  own.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  such  establishments  are  com- 
mon nuisances,  obnoxious  to  prosecution  and 
punishment,  and  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  law.  as  it  is  manifestly  for  the  interest  of 
the  public,  to  break  them  up.  This  notice,  it  to 
hoped,  wiU  be  sufllclent  to  engag*  the  attention 
of  thoee  to  whom  it  eepeeially  belonp  to  guard 
the  public  peace  and  safety,  and  to  uprise 
them  of  the  existence  of  an  evil  of  which  they 
may  not  have  been  heretofore  Informed. 

The  accounts  herewith  will  show  the 
amount  expended  during  the  yehr.  Employ- 
ment is  necessary  for  the  sake  of  thoee  under 
their  charge,  that  they  may  aeoulre  hablu  of 
indnscry,  and  avoid  the  evils  of  idleness ;  but 
considering  their  age,  their  want  of  skill,  and 
that,  by  the  time  they  aw  so  advanced  as  to  be 
able  to  afford  some  remuneration,  it  becomep 
proper  to  bind  them  out,  no  calculation  ought 
to  be  indulged  that  they  will  contribute  any 
very  considerable  amount  towards  their  own 
support.  The  managen,  however,  use  every 
effort  to  render  their  labor  productive.  The 
elder  boys  are  now  emplovea  In  shoemaklag, 
bookbinding,  brass  nail  maklngi  mannfocturing 
cane  seats  for  chain  aad  fomlture  for  umbrel- 
las—the younger  ones  In  winding  bobbin.  The 
houn  of  the  gMs,  not  spent  in  school,  are  folly 
occupied  in  making,  mending  and  washing 
for  the  Hoote. 

In  the  expenditures  of  the  ettaUlshment, 
there  has  been  the  strictest  attention  tu  ecoa». 
my.  The  cost  of  maintaining  it  must  be  con- 
sidered  with  reference  to  the  purposes  lo  be 
aecompHshed,  which  do  not  admit  of  compar- 
ison with  aay  other  iastltntlon.  If  the  benev- 
olent ot^lecta  conlamplatod  be  worthy  of  pnbllo 
support,  (ef  which  there  to  now  no  doubt,)  the 
managen  hope  and  beltove  that  the  needfVil 
means  wHl  be  supplied,  and  that  nothing  more 
wOl  be  required  than  a  continuance  of  the  sam0 
watcbftM  fldellly  in  their  administratioo. 

In  their  efforto  to  improve  the  morals  of  IIm 
inmates,  and  to  prepare  them  for  a  lifo  of  vir- 
tue, the  managen  continue  to  reeeive  the  be- 
nevolent and  efBctont  aid  of  the  <*Ladleo 
Committee.*'  They  make  a  weekly  visit  to 
the  House,  and  with  that  delicate  and  correct 
perception,  combined  with  considerate  kind- 
ness, which  distlngnlshes  their  sex,  suggest 
aad  DTomote  arraagsmenta,  especially  in  the 
femalsdepartroeat,  conducive  to  the  great  mur- 
oTtiia  InsOtatlon,  aa  wall  aa  bestow  tMr 
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time  sad  MnRmal  ezeitiaot  in  obwrvloi  uid 
SMiiting  the  progren  of  their  good  work. 

The  Sabbath  day  It  not  allowed  to  mu» 
without  Its  appropriate  Improvement.  There 
la  religioui  service  in  the  morning  and  in  the 
•ftemoon,  conducted  by  clergymen  of  the  dif- 
ferent denonrinatioBBi  who  in  turn  occupy  the 
desk  in  the  chapel,  and  kindly  extend  the  ben- 
efit of  their  aacred  erabaaay  to  those  whose 
only  claim  is  their  need.  The  Sunday  schofrfs 
•re  gratuitou8l|r  superintended  by  a  gentleman 
of  decided  ability,  by  whom  they  have  been 
reorganized  and  materially  improved.  Under 
bis  direction  they  appear  to  be  producing  the 
best  ftiiits.  The  deportment  of  the  Inmates  of 
both  sexes,  in  the  church,  and  in  the  schools, 
is  such  OS  tu  Justify  a  belief  that  the  eflforts 
generously  made  in  their  behalf  by  their  in- 
•tructers,  are  not  without  a  blessing. 

The  physicians  of  the  Rouse  are  entitled  to 
the  acknowledgments  of  the  contributors  and 
the  manacers,  for  the  promptness  and  xeal  they 
have  uniformly  manifeeted,  even  when  extra- 
ordinary claims  have  been  made  on  their  time 
and  attention.  Happily,  the  epidemic  cholera 
did  not  enter  the  itouse.  Not  a  single  case 
appeared  within  the  walls.  But  during  a  part 
of  the  season,  slighter  affections  prevailed,  of 
a  kindred  nature,  and.  subsequently,  there 
were  cases  of  scarlet  lever,  which,  however, 
did  not  in  any  instance  prove  Iktal.  The  gen- 
eral good  habits  and  oMianlJneas  which  have 
pievAled,  have  been  conducive  to  health. 

The  managers  have  been  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  superintendent  and  matron  in  their 
respective  oepartments.  In  the  school,  a 
ohange  has  taken  place.  Mr.  John  O.  Taylor 
resigned  his  situation,  as  teacher,  in  July  last, 
and  Mr.  Edmund  Neville  was  appointed  to 
■acceed  hidk.  H&s  conduct  in  that  capacity 
baa  been  very  eatislkctory.  The  managers 
think  they  perceive  in  it  evidence  of  more  than 
ordinary  qualifications  for  the  employment. 
The  average  time  spent  bv  the  inmates  in 
tebool  may  be  stated  at  four  hours  a  day. 
By  order  of  the  board, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  PntidmU, 
Attested— Jamks  J.  Basclat,  Suretmni  H.  R, 
Fkiitda^kia,  May  1, 1833. 


P. 

RepmiontkeDebtort'Apartmerao/theAreh 
Street  Prutm,  in  the  City  of  PhOaddphaa, 
Mr.  OiNxm,  Chmrmctn,  Read  in  the 
HouMe  of  Repretentattoetf  March  15, 1833. 

From  an  abetnct  of  eases  of  imprlaonnent  on 
eoncatlon  for  debts  mudtr  onM  dMar,  taken  fhnn 
the  Prison  records  of  the  debtors*  apartmeot. 
In  the  city  and  county  of  Fblladelpbia,  between 
tbe  1st  of  May  and  the  Mth  of  September,  1830. 
k  ai»pears  that  the  total  amount  of  debts,  In  40 

whieb  tbe  costs 
debts  and  costs 


eaeeS;  was  tS3  40|,  upon  i 
f70  80~making  a  total  of  < 


$93  6M.  Among  them  weie  debts  of  3, 10,  S5, 
and  8t  cents!  Such  persons  are  generally 
brought  to  Prison  in  a  state  of  great  destitatlon 
aadmisery'in  rags  and  wvetehedness— upon 
what  are  styled  "  epite  aetioas.'* 

The  colonial  law  (which  has  cootlmied  ob- 
lifBtory  since  oar  revolution)  allows  magistrates 
eoflilaaiice,  wiclMit  espsai,  of  sums  below  40 
ibulings,  or  §5  33}.  From  the  1st  of  December, 
1899,  until  the  I  St  of  Deeember,  1830,  the  im- 
prisonments for  debts,  under  fS  33},  in  tbe  Jail 
er  the  elty  and  eoaaty  of  PUtedetpUa,  belof 


.  WAN  ■■  IbHew*:  Sua- 
her  ofcases,'43a ;  total  number  of  dqrs  In  con* 
flnement,  3»B ;  toUl  amount  of  debts,  $1488  13 ; 
costs  imposed  on  the  above  cases,  $634  S3.  Of 
these,  364  cases  were  discharfed  by  varioas 
processes,  wicAmtMliifViVtAe creditor*/  It  ap- 
pears, then,  that  the  payment  of  the  same  due  » 
defeated  by  the  rigorous  enforcement  of  tbe  ul- 
timate process  for  recovery.  Of  the  43S  cases, 
but  68  ever  paid  the  credttors  a  cent,  and  the 
total  amount  altogether  paid  was  the  small 
sum  of  $160  68--after  the  prisoners  wks  fmd 
had  suffered  314  diays*  confinement  in  i^emtm 

It  is  calculated  that  the  labor  lost  dnrinc  tbe 
imprisonment  of  these  indivlduale,  would  have 
settled  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts  which 
were  paid,  and  that  there  la  an  absolute  loss  to 
the  community,  even  when  the  money  is  event- 
ually produceu.  Thirteen  of  the  casea  paid  ap- 
pear to  have  been  for  aniitia/M*,  the  whole 
amount  for  which  was  $96,  enfiuced  by  the 
power  delegated  to  the  collectors. 

The  prisoners  confined  in  the  debtors'  i^nut- 
ment  ef  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  are  variously  af- 
fected by  the  provisions  of  the  laws,  and  are 
very  dinhrentlv  circumstanced,  acooraiaj|  to  tbe 
suma  for  which  they  are  indefate4--tbeir  edu- 
cation, character,  condition  of  liie,  and  meaas. 
Some  are  seen  there  who  have  spent  tboir  lives 
in  extravagance  and  riot— others  who  have 
been  unfortunate  in  trade,  efther  Ikom  neglect 
or  fh>m  unavoidable  influences  attendant  upon 
commercial  changea,  without  desifn  of  fhmd. 
Man^  there  are  whom  niiaeiy,  Ignonuiee,  and 
mialortunes  expose  to  severe  temptations,  and 
who  are  often  urged  by  instinctive  aensa- 
tione.  perverted  by  disease,  to  overeoaie  the 
recoliection  of  theur  distresses-  or  their  eiiases 
in  intoxication.  Sometimes  an  honest  and  so- 
ber, though  poor  man.  is  exposed  to  the  actim 
of  laws  which  needlessly  Injure  whan  they 
should  protect  him. 

When  we  reflect  that  tbe  fkmttiea  of  the  debt- 
ors, destitute  of  auppoit,  whkh  la  odiaaiily  ob> 
talned  ftom  the  dsuy  exertione  of  tbe  asccssi 

n  often  become  paopeie,  and  draw  larfoiy 
e  coun^  fluids  for  out  of  door  support,  or 
as  inmates  of  the  Alma-Housea,  we  feel  strongly 
urged  to  offer  a  sketch  of  the  miseries  whteh 
attend  the  operation  of  the  preeeBt  laws,  in  a 
popukme  diatrict  like  the  city  and  coaniy  ef 
Philadelphia. 

In  doing  so,  vonr  conmittea  do  but  repeat  the 
sentimenta  and  exptesaioae  of  genHenMn,  wImv 
with  untiring  industry,  have  scmtaalaed  the 
practkal  action  of  the  preaent  system,  which 
operates  most  severely  on  the  poorael  ef  the 
poor,  and  often  also  on  the  honest  and  iadue- 
triotts,  who  are  firequently  prevaated  from  ef> 
fe^teg  their  llberatimiy  on  aecouat  of  the  heavy 
aecuninlated  costs  to  sense  of  the  ofllciating' 
magistratea.  As  the  laws  are  now  anaafsd, 
honesty  of  intention  and  puiaose  has  no  psef- 
erenca  over  roguery :  It  would  seam  that  the- 
freater  the  firaad  the  MIfr  Is  k  provided  fbr. 
A  maa  who  is  a  rogue  In  traasaettoaa  of  diau- 
aanda  ef  dollars,  may  oblaia  bail,  appeal,  or 
escape.  He  whoee  misery  Induoee  him  ao  con- 
tract a  d^it  of  a  fbw  eeata,  haa  no  appeal  or 
stay  of  execation*~la  oflen  dragfod  fram  hie 
warfc  withoitf  time  or  opportunity  to  advlae  his 
ftmlly  of  his  confinement— he  la  pieveaied 
from  obtaiolng  the  nwans  of  diachargteg  his 
debt  tff  hie  laboi^fs  failtlated  in  vaitooa  trkks 
to  defnod  in  Ibture— and  leaves  the  Priaan  in 
a  stateof  greater  destitution,  and  with  hla  moral 
Ibellag  more  depraved,  than  when  he  enteiad  it. 
In  the  femguage  of  aa  iatelllgeat  pilaouar,  the 
Jail,  as  now  erganixed,  la  "  •  ikrut  ^ls■^/b^^^l  y 
fir  rvfas*,***  and  the  srvila  hroo^  upon  the 
at  lari»i  in 
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(nwlenhan  would  basiperlcncsd.  did  nonicli 
hwi  eiia  miDoni  u.  c5rliiiln*l  rnudi  ibould 
BD  diKibl  bv  poDUfifld  irbon  p»T«n,  bDi  not  m 
•tmpLff  debc,  nanHuilT  IneurrtA  bj  couMml  oT 

lAftifH  the  enconnfamem  tirw  Mord  to  fitoBr|«i 
ud  eitoFlioDi  of  YaThmikbidi,  which  noiontj 
aft«D  ItCDlra  Ibo  Indunrtoua  deblor  Id  peilar 
dbtKH,  bui  in  paid  out  of  prop«ny  wbich 

^rom  tbB  ncordi  «f  tlw  iBWlronl  «mrt  of 
UKcliyuiil  covntrof  PhilulalpbLLiba  nim- 
berof  appllcatloDi  fbr  tlie  tenefltoftb*  kqaoE- 
Test  law*  ippou  to  bate  bsea— 


MakliitBtoUlof... 


lUilf^niUdthui: 
Ctiuge  otOit  afBDt  for  prtpar]d|  pii 
(The   uiornvyi  do  very  llnla  of 

PrMhonouiiT'*  fka,  Allng  ud  u 


II  la  saual,  lnaMiatlutucM,W(lnb«d  tin 
tlH  benclliDrtlMu(-«aMilBH>ulidlTUuil 
fflci  10  or  19  booda— «■  hrnnf  rifHiiH  m  IrK* 
j«ax  agaiuM  Itim,  Tkt  ebuiB  at  lb«  qIBoBi  or 
^Um  ifoalilaadollin  ftr  Ikakoad,  ud  SO 
caDta  u  tlw  pnUKiooUfIt  fitf  OHof.  BKiuU]t 
h  oftan  >*ufl»  u  mj  Ujfii  prtcaa,  aiir  $i,  In  ■ 

(Blia.  In  oB«  cwa  wa  an  told  100  doUannn 
paid  for  bail  on  a  deU  of  aiUO.  Tba  la|U» 
au«  muat  Judfa  wbalber  diieb  procaadiap  an 
likely  u  adnfltua  ei*dU«c,  deMor,  or  Um 

Tba  tUlowIni  aUlamaDt,  nraaaaled   la   a 

raamorlal  u  UwlaflalaiunorFeniinlnaia,  Id 
1830,  eiblblta  tba  nanibarofiwnonabDpriaoaad 

af  FblladfllpU*,  wtth  Uw  aBount  of  debt,  and 
bow  iliay  waia  dtacbaiiad,  Draa  No*.  1,  itea. 


^■ii 


poor,  aDd  of  tbaaa  OBlr  lO  i 

iMttapaIn,! 

Iter  who  ku  ■  Jodnaai  n«o*«n< 
a,  «■  mm  Ihaa  fS  fe^  kM  Ika  riAt, 
a ataf  •(  MMOtiM.    Ai  acta/ Om 

.    atwnipw  lo  aaeara  to  Ua  AnllT  ika 

anida*  of  abKriau  koaaaboM  McaaaUr,  In  ai- 
aDHlDi  tbaai  tma  aiMUhn;  a  prnMoB 
wblebb  oltoadaftaiadl^tbar^ofaiwthaf 
endllor  lo  laJ»  tto  ftnm  of  tba  fttber  of  • 

anonnt  tban  t9  3S,a|ioB  oMalalai  JudnDai^ 
A  fomd  aila  of  tba  utldn  lllandad  la  ba  pn>- 
IKIad  Ihna  aiacBtlen  than  takaa  plau  b/  hla 
lhinllr,1a  oadertoraUaralbarwHiiaf  Ikapoor 
dabcor ;  and  Uiua  iban  atlll  laoataa  itie  powar 
dlreeUv  in  ptodvca  a  mttvl  Iboaa  aittoiaa  of 
oaaentU  boawboM  connnleBca,  ' '  '  ' 
tba  dealn  of 


noa.  aeaa,  lua- 
I'old  'uw  Ja^ 


of  a  fae  bill,  la  oatBlI  (  ....     . 

tbat  BAT  MIIU*  than  ta  a  ebarie.    Hawarar 

comet  tbo  oondnct  of  aoina  of  tba  maflainiaa 


Honea  lbs  fnu  tulely  of  anl< 

KrIodtcaJljF  adnntaad  fat  aale 
hDianta,  UH  oAon  wrancbed  A 
illlea,  la  aapptj  tba  moan 
au  wr—ail  I^H  aUbrd,  u 


had  In  tba  cllr  and  eounlrDrVb  lladaJ  phia, 
I  bKh  ara  anonlr  hn.  Blnoa  tba 
It  ahMW  hM  bad  ebaifa,  then  ban  bean 
rad  aboal  100  paiapna,  per  sHBtb,  Into  tba 

■  lo  tba  nnirda  of  tba  lata  abarur,  aa  Iba 


Tba  conarttutlon  of  tba  aula  of  Pnnn  (TlTai 
-  — -  -' '  -Mf  lloaaf  the  IXtb  aolclaof 


men  of  rifbu, 
I79T,  tba  flnt  upan  w 


the  Itaaian  of  «ar  tuUlBIhNH,  and  II  baa  bn*n 
aal*d  br  aooH,  wbetbar  Iba  fae  bill  wbleb  nf- 
Blaiaaib  eaif  of  tbaadnlBMntloanfibalawa 
by  tba  nafMntaa,  data  not  pcKOcallr  IbtbII- 
data  Ibe  pmlafama  of  the  eoDMItniliiB.  TIm 
fee  bill  My  ba  lanMd  a  planKn  lai  upon  tba 
people.  TtM  Itwa,  >)i<tt  dianato.an  pot  «p 
Niraafa-tbelTadBilBlanallDBlRBaarlBatUKaa 
baa  beeoBM  ■  dtnel  fradi  fila|ii  of  Joatka  an 
proaetMal,  and  oAaa  aawani  ta  aa  abeoIM* 
dnial  of  ila  (IfMa  of  tta  tMlamt-haariDi  nat 
oppnaalTelT  apen  Iba  hdoatrloiia  aad  Iba 
iieadr,  to  Iba  arannial  Injarr  of  all  athan  In 
Bodatr.    AfnateralmpllflaalloDoflbalawB— 

nacT— and  an  adialnlaUalliw  of  Juatloa  Gw 

Dur  eoBBtlwtkin  of  foranunani,  and  Um  faneiM 
Tolea  of  OKI  eniMa*. 

Tba  deWora  an  coaiaed  la  one  wbif  of  tba 
ARh  Stnal  Prlaoa,  Tban  an  fin  raoBia  U- 
MtadM  tkaa,  aaeh  abail  HI  Imc  aiaant  S, 
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10,  or  Ifl  iiitouBWi  an  guunSlj  lodfad  In  a 
nom ;  the  osAcnd  are  wpaiatad  irom  the 
whltei.  The  laws  of  Pannaylraoia  do  not  al- 
low Um  arraat  or  Impriaonineiit  of  fonialea  fbr 
debt ;  ui  act  to  that  effect  waa  pawed  tbe  8tli 
of  Pebniar7,  1619.  There  were  no  deatlu  by 
cholera  in  the  deblon'  ^lartnienta :  alter  that 
dinaae  became  ao  fttal  amona  the  untried  prla- 
oners,  the  debtoca  wefe  all  diedMrfed.  except 
one  white  man  and  two  colored  bojra,  wno  were 
retained  aa  witneaeea  for  the  eonunon wealth. 

There  was  no  alteration  In  the  oraal  provla- 
lon  for  the  maintenance  of  poor  debtoia,  until 
the  cholera  broke  out  In  the  Jail,  when  aonp 
waa  aent  from  the  criminal  etdei  and  waa  con- 
tinued to  the  new  tomen  until  the  month  of 
September,  bjr  oider  of  the  inepectoia.  The 
debtors  are  deacribed  aa  aenerally  poaoaeaiag 
better  conalitntiona  than  tMae  in  the  criminal 
apartments.  But  poor  debtors,  who  enter  with 
Intemperate  habita,  are  often  allbcted  by  the 
coaTuWona  attendant  upon  thia  stale,  which 
are  somethnea  relievad  by  the  administiation 
of  ardent  spirits,  to  which  they  have  been  long 
accustomed,  and  which  were  livea  aa  the  only 
means  to  preserve  life  to  which  the  keeper  had 
acoeas.  Until  lately  there  waa  no  arrangement 
Ibr  an  hospital  in  the  debtors*  apartment— there 
are  no  attendants  for  the  sick — ^no  medicines  in 
the  keeper's  hands  Ibr  immediate  relief— no  ad- 
ditional nouriahmeat  when  the  patient  becomes 
canvaIescentp--no  beddina— nor  suppliea  of 
clothing,  or  for  wnshlng,  lor  comfort  or  clean- 
liness, beyond  the  scanty  provision  of  the  law. 

The  poorest  debtors  receive  one  live  cent 
loaf  of  bread,  daily,  froib  the  county,  and  have 
each  the  uae  of  two  blanketa,  aome  of  which 
are  not  of  aufficleat  length.  It  ia  the  deaign 
that  the  loaf  of  bread  should  weigh  1|  pounds 
— but  it  is  often  deficient  in  weif^t :  toey  do 
not  bake  in  the  debtors*  apartment,  but  buy 
5  cent  loaves  of  wheat  bread  from  the  bakera. 
Aa  Hour  rises  in  price,  the  loaf  of  bread  dimin- 
ishes in  weidit.  The  keeper  weighed  the 
bread  on  the  98tb  of  Oecemaer,  and  found  1^ 
ibe.  in  each  loaf;  he  asserted  that  it  was  some- 
times even  lighter— not  more  than  1  pound  in 
weight. 

The  poorer  deblon  have  nothing,  ^  low,  but 
bread,  water,  and  the  blanketa— e  joom  and 
Are.  Those  in  good  cireumstancea,  or  who 
have  friends,  are  supplied  with  the  necessaries 
of  lift ;  with  beda  and  other  conveniences,  and 
allbrd  some  assistance  to  the  others,  whom  they 
employ  la  verious  men  ial  offices.  The  most  de- 
cent generally  mess  together,  and  the  poorest 
SDt  the  remnants:  these  last  sleep  upon  the 
oors,  and  pick  up  what  they  can  find  about 
the  Prison. 

The  debtom  prepare  various  artlcleo  of  food 
provided  by  their  friends,  or  from  reserved 
fluids.  The  apartosenla  are  in  consequence  in 
m  dirty  condition.  The  priaonan  cook  and 
wash  for  themselvee^or  for  ona  another.  When 
they  are  extremely  wretched  and  filthy,  aome 
rule  to  assist  in  enforcing  cleanliness,  of  per- 
son and  clothing,  may  be  proper,  snonld  the 
present  laws  for  imprisonment  be  continued. 
If  there  were  convenient  means  provided,  the 
keeper  believea  they  would  generally  bo  used. 

The  keeper  of  the  debton*  apartment  coa- 
siden  his  prlsonen  better  fed,  on  the  whole, 
than  the  untried  prisoners  and  criminals  in  tht 
Arch  Street  Jail ;  but  they  were  not,  by  any 
means;  so  much  crowded  upon  the  accession 
of  the  cholera. 

In  a  law  pf  the  4th  of  April,  1799,  it  is  stated, 
**  whereas  many  persons  confined  for  debt  in 
the  Prison  called  the  debtors*  apartment,  in 
the  r.ity  of  Philadelphia,  are  so  poor  as  to  be 
nnahla  to  praeoro  uod.  mr  theic  sustsnaaoe,  ot 


AmI,  or  eovaring,  la  iha  wtarter  aaasoa,  and 
it  is  inconsistent  wtth  humanity  to  Buffer  thorn 
to  want  the  eomawn  aeeessanes  of  lift.**  U 
Was  thaa  enacted  that  the  inspectors  shenlU 
attend,  examine  and  inspect  the  Prison  at  least 
once  a  week— to  provide  IViel  and  blanketa  ai 
the  expeaaa  of  the  county,  for  such  of  the  pris- 
oners aa  were  incapable  of  obtaining  them,  k§ 
rssssa  ff  feosfty,  and  to  ntake  an  allowance  cT 
7  cent*  per  day,  for  food,  to  each  of  auch  poor 
debtors,  to  be  paid  weekly  by  the  crediton  ^ 
upon  wboae  reltaaallo  pay,  after  tea  days*  notice 
of  said  allowance,  the  poor  debtor  shall  be  di»- 
charged.  We  may  now  doubt  whether  it  is 
(« consistent  with  humanity**  to  imprison  svcJk  a 
dswi  ytisa  of  pereons  el  stf  for  debt. 

By  the  law  of  the  96th  Uarch,  1814,  commonly 
entitled  **  the  Bread  Act,**  every  peiaoo  coo- 
fined  for  any  debt  or  debts,  none  of  which  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  ISdoUare,  axelushre  of  costs, 
who  shall  have  remained  so  eantined  for  the 

SM  of  ao  davs,  shall  be  diacharaed,  and  not  li- 
eto  be  again  Impriaoned  for  the  aaoMk  The 
Ooort  of  Common  Pleas  is  authorised  to  fix  a 
daily  aUowanee,  use  tttM^ing  90  emU,  for  all 
such  poor  insolvent  debton  ss  are  confined, 
without  property  suacient  to  support  them.  The 
creditor  Is  required  (upon  notice  given  bv  the 
keeper  of  the  debton*  apartment)  to  pay  itm 
said  allowance  at  the  Prison  every  Uondsv 
morning,  while  the  debtor  continues  in  Jaii. 
On  fainire  whereof,  for  the  space  of  3  davs,  the 
debtor  applies  to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon  Pleaa,  and  upon  inquiry,  and  proof  that  he 
is  destitute,  the  law  declares  he  shall  be  fi^rti- 
wtk  dischaifed,  and  shall  not  be  again  imprU- 
oned  for  the  aame  debt  or  debts. 

In  order  that  the  imprisoned  debtor  may  send 
his  petition  for  release  to  the  court,  stating  tlwi 
the  creditor  has  declined  or  ne^acted  to  pay  the 
bread  money,  an  oflcor  is  necessary ;  fc»r  the 
law  does  not  impose  this  duty  upon  any  one 
iaysrfaeMisr ;  and  an  expense  of  $1  50  is  chargnl 
againat  the  poor  debtor  for  the  Ailfilmcnt  of  thi« 
process,  before  he  can  be  libereted.  This,  in 
some  instaneea.  delays  the  discharfe,  contnry 
to  the  intent  of  the  act. 

The  cost  of  this  process  should  not  be  placed 
against  the  prisoner,  who  is  avowedly  to  be 
dtocharged  because  be  has  not  the  means  ti> 
pay  the  debt  for  which  he  Is  confined.    Ttcn 
appean  no  improprietv,  should  the  present  sys- 
tem remain  In  foroe,  in  making  the  law  obli- 
gatory upon  the  sheriff  or  keeper,  to  give  due 
notice  to  the  Judge ;  and  when  the  credttar  nrg- 
lecu  or  reAases  to  pay  the  bread  money,  tty 
discharge  the  prisoner  forthwith,  aftrr  doe  in- 
quiry by  the  Judge,  and  wiOmd  any  dkern.    K> 
a  law  of  the  94th  July,  1893,  it  ia  enacted  that 
**  The  keeper  of  the  deblon*  apartment.  In  tiw 
city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  have  and  receive  the 
annual  sum  of  $700,  in  qnarteriy  payments,  m 
Um  of  all  fees  from  the  county  stock,  ^  kit  csr«, 
frsvMs  and  termut^  and  those  of  hisassisunt  or 
assistantt.*'    The  sheriff  of  the  county  and  his 
deputy  have  charge  of  the  debton*  apartment, 
which  is  under  the  supervision  of  IS  insperton, 
who  are  chosen  by  tlie  corporations  of  the  rit>- 
of  Philadelphia,  and  thoaaof  the  surroundiog 
Incorporated  districts.  There  are  6  fttnn  the  city, 
4  from  the  N.  Llbertiea,4  fromSoothwark,  and 
1  from  Penn  township.    The  same  inspectocs 
have  also  authority  over  the  coavicu  in  the 
Walnut  Street  Prkon,  and  the  untried  priioB- 
enin  the  Arch  Street  JaU.    The  New  Counir 
Priaon,  which  is  ananged  to  hold  408  persons  tli 
solitary  confinement,besides  30  In  the  infirman , 
will,  when  finished,  take   the  place  of  tbr 
Area  and  Walnut  Streets  Prisons,  for  aairieU 
prlsonen  and  convicts  senienoed  for  a  lerw 
not  axceading  one  year.    AH  condemned  Tot  a 
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loafsr  peftod  will  bewttetbaBiiteni  PwU- 
featiuy.  If  ImpriKmnieiit  for  debt  ■tnll  be  eon- 
tinuad,  a  new  eecabHshment  will  be  aeeeMary 
for  debton  In  the  eoaotj  of  PUIadelplite.  And 
Bew  enactments  and  Mparaie  UwpecClon  may 
be  coDsidered  eeeentlal. 

In  the  state  of  New  Hanpebln.  no  peieon 
eaa  be  Imprisoned  for  a  debt  nnoer  $13  89. 
€ovamor  Dtnsmore,  at  tlie  last  session,  repeated 
his  prsdeeessor's  recommendation  to  tbe  legis- 
latninB,  tn  consider  the  snfaject  of  entire  ea- 
•mption  for  all  soma. 

In  Msssachnsetts,  a  law  liss  existed  for  some 
yeais,  ezemptini  persons  (ram  Imnrisonment  for 
debt  of  sums  under  $5.  In  Haicli,  1831,  its  op> 
vntioo  was  extended  to  all  debu  nader  $10 ; 
and  by  this  act,  700  peisons,  it  is  thought,  wan 
■aved  from  imprisonment  in  one  year,  in  that 
state.  Females,  as  in  Pennsylvania,  have  long 
heen  wholly  exsmpCed. 

In  Connecttcat,  femalee  am  not  liable  to  im- 
pcieonment.  Anv  poor  debtor  who  is  impri» 
oaed,  may  take  the  oath  of  insolvency,  and  be 
discharfM  in  fonr  days. 

In  New  York,  a  law  was  pesssd,  April,  1831, 
**  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  pun- 
ish fmudnlent  debtors.**  It  went  into  operstlon 
In  March,  1838.  and  in  a  fow  months  clearad 
the  debtors'  JaUs  of  their  inmates ;  and  so  tkr^ 
-we  understand,  it  meets  the  general  approba- 
lion  of  tbe  oommnnity  there.  A  vast  deal  of 
petty  litigation  Is  thus  praTonted,  manifosUy  to 
the  advantage  of  society. 

In  Kentucky,  Imprismiment  for  debt  was 
whollv  abolished  upwards  of  0  vears  ago ;  and 
abuniunt  testimoay  can  be  adduced,  to  show 
that  the  practical  operation  Is  a  beneOcial  one ; 
credit  Is  in  no  wise  impaired;  and  business  is 
conducted  on  fUrer  and  more  honorable  terms. 

In  Europe,  this  long  neglected  subject  is  elicit- 
Inc  public  attention. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  common  law  commis- 
sioners have  tbe  subject  under  consideration, 
and  if  they  should  not  come  to  the  determina- 
tion of  recommeodinf  the  abolishment  of  ar- 
rest for  debt,  they  will  probably  propose  many 
improvements  upon  the  present  praefioe. 

la  France,  imprisonment  on  mun*  or  trigmal 
wroeeUf  Is  unknown.  The  old  law,  allowing 
imprisonment  on  exeeiitum  or  Jfael  wr^e^Uj  has 
recently  been  modified  and  limited,  by  on  act 
of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  French  subjects 
are  not  now  liable  to  imprisonment,  unless  they 
become  involved  in  debts  of  a  commercial  na- 
ture, and  then  only  in  casei  where  tbe  debt, 
independent  of  interest  and  costs,  amounts  to 
900  nmncs,  or  upwards.  Women,  minors,  and 
persons  above  70  yeflrs  of  aire,  are  alwayi,  for 
all  sums,  entirely  exempted  from  arrest  and 
imprisonment. 

By  doing  awav  with  Imprisonment  for  debt 
altogether,  or  for  sums  of  certain  limited 
amount,  greater  care  is  required  of  those  who 
-voluntarily  permit  tbem  to  be  contmcted  ;  trans- 
actions of  business  are  placed  upon  a  more  re- 
sponsible footing;  and  many  oppressions  are 
prevented. 

The  committee  have  mentioned,  that  wit- 
nesses are  confined  in  the  debtore'  apartment 
This  is  by  an  act  of  9d  April,  1831,  which  di- 
-recta  that  witnesses  on  the  put  of  the  common- 
wealth, who  are  unable  to  find  surety,  are  to 
be  confined  in  the  debton*  apartment,  to  be 
detained,  except  in  capital  cases,  no  longer  than 
the  sitting  of  the  court  at  which  the  indictment 
may  be  found.  Every  person  so  committed, 
Shall  iM  treated  in  every  respect,  during  his  or 
her  confinement,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  by 
la^v  provided  in  the  case  of  insolvent  debtors: 
and  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  ex- 
amine into  the  condition  of  the  several  persona 
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necessary  clotnlng,  and  to  pay  to  the  keeper,  for 
the  support,  maintenance  and  one  of  such  wit- 
ness, tne  sum  of  two  doban.  weekly,  doi^ 
ing  his  or  her  confinement.  These  wftnessea 
are  sometimes  accessaries  to  crimes,  and  art 
kept  on  the  criminal  side,  and  have  the  same 
provision  as  the  untried  prisoners.  When  they 
become  stale's  evidence,  by  eoofesslng,  (to 
which  they  may  sometlaMs  be  urged  by  a 
kaowledge  of  the  superior  provtalon  made  by 
law  for  witnesses  of  the  commonwedlth,)  tbey 
are  transfennd  to  the  debton*  apartment,  and 
have  the  allowance  of  two  dollan  per  week  i 
for  it  would  be  hanrdous  to  leave  them  with 
tbeee  whom  they  have  compromised. 

Two  colored  lads,  about  19  yean  of  afa,  both 
of  whom  had  been  In  service  prevkmsto  their 
Imprisonment,  were  confined  in  the  Prison  as 
witneesee,  ftom  the  month  of  June,  and  were 
still  there  on  the  SMMh  of  December,  when  the 
wwnmlttae  visited  the  Jail.  Their  condition 
formed  a  strong  eontnst  to  that  of  othen  about 
•them,  beina  well  fod  fkom  the  keeper'a  taUo, 
cleanlv  and  healthy,  but  aaisiphysd.  One  of 
fheee  mws  was  confined  to  give  evidence  of  a 
theft  of  15  dollan ;  the  other  witneseed  the  set- 
ting  a  house  on  fire. 

In  the  same  room  wi(h  them  waa  a  poor  and 
Ignorant  black  man,  who,  having  sued  his  em- 
ployor  for  a  sum  of  ft  dollars,  which  he  believed 
was  doe  him,  Jndgment  was  rendered  against 
him.  His  employer  brought  a  balance  against 
the  man  of  SO  cents;  the  costs  of  action 
amounted  to  9  d<rilan ;  and  for  tlieee  sums  he 
remained  in  Prison,  receiving  a  loaf  of  bread  a 
day  firom  the  county  fonds.  The  committee  do 
not -pretend  In  any  case  to  lodge  between  the 
parties,i>ut  the  description  of  mothere  wbehave 
left  thehr  children  in  the  street  at  the  lime  of 
arrest,  and  have  been  months  in  this  PrisoA 
vdAeet  triml  f  of  fathen,  who  have  been  taken 
from  their  employments,  and  placed  in  confine- 
ment without  the  ability  or  informing  their 
fomllies  of  their  sitnatioa ;  of  strangera,  impris- 
oned because  they  were  ignorant  of  laws 
which  prohibited  acu  their  necessities  obliged 
them  to,  such  as  sleeping  in  the  market-places ; 
the  wretched  out-door  condition  which  pra- 
nares  such  persons  for  the  Jails ;  the  sliiilit  of* 
feaces  punished  with  severity;  tbe  diseases 
and  exposure  endured  by  tbe  wretched  objects 
confined  in  this  Prison, — ^incite  us  strongly  to 
press  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  the 
consideration,  how  for  tMe  pmtMt  Urn*  may  as- 
sist to  infiuenoe  theee  elfocts. 

Prom  the  examinations  which  have  been 
made  by  the  committee,  they  think  it  Impor- 
tant that  a  fcneral  inspection  of  the  condition 
of  the  county  Prisons,  and  a  general  system  of 
regulations  for  their  government  should  be  ar- 
ranged. They  therefore  oflbr  a  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissionen  for  these  purposes, 
as  well  as  an  act  for  the  abolitioa  of  imprison- 
ment  for  debts  under  $5  33. 


Q. 

Report  of  the  Commitiu  appointed  to  inveaii- 
gaie  the  Local  Catuet  of  Cholera  in  the 
Arth  Street  Pris  ti,  tn  the  City  of  Pkila- 
delphiaf  to  inqtdrt  into  the  Su^nency  of  the 
Le^al  Provisioru  for  Hxe  Maintenance  of 
untried  Prtsonert  and  Del^ors,  and  report 
Alterations  and  Amendments  vnth  Respect 
to  the  RegvlaHons  affectiMg  their  CornO' 
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Hon.  Mir,  CfiUom,  Cht/irmetn,  Reai4mtkt\ 
Haute  of  Represeniatwet,  Feb,  21, 1833. 

REPORT 

<k  tks  Jptrtmnt  fir  CrimbuU  amd  untried  Pri^ 
emtrg,  m  tke  Arch  Struit  JaiL 

Thtt  eommktM  appolBted  by  the  H 
RftprmenUtivM,  **  to  iaveiUnte  thelMoi 
of  the  «ieenivie  movtolUy  ny  ebden.  In  tha 
Areb  Strtwt  Priaoo  hi  cIm  city  of  PhlladelpbiA, 
dwing  the  month  of  July  lacl*-to  inquire  info 
Itie  suAeioney  of  ibe  legnl  provinona  ibr  llie 
BMintenMica  oTuatiied  prinaera  uid  debtota** 
Mid  to  report  MCh  alterations  and  amendnMnls 
wiib  reupect  to  tha  fafpilatioas  affeetinf  tba 
eondltion  of  thaee  penona,  aa  may  protect  them 
and  the  public  fnia  the  danger  <^  eimOar  eon- 
aeonancea  4n  (Utura,**  report  :•«» 

Thdt  in  parsuaaeo  of  the  above  reaolatlon, 
the  coRimitiee  have  vielted  the  Aich  Btneet 
Priaim,  and  various  other  poUle  iaalitQlloAa 
calculated  for  the  receptioa  of  erimkala  and 
paupers,  debtors  and  untried  prisoners,  !■  the 
ci^  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  have  pro- 
cured  from  rarioas  sourcaa  of  aothorfty  the  fal- 
lowing details  I — 

The  first  case  of  cholera  that  oecmred  in  the 
Arch  Street  Prison,  was  noticed  on  the  13th  of 
July,  which,  although  preaertbedffH' at  the  tine 
aa  cholera  morbus  of  an  ordtnary  character, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  physician  wfw  at- 
tended the  prisooen  in  that  Jatt,  have  after- 
wards been  considered  an  undoubted  case  of 
epidemic  cholera.  This  disesse  Is  said  to  have 
first  appeared  in  Philadelphia  on  fhe  5th  of  Jnly, 
but  did  not  fairly  make  its  attack  until  the  97th 
or  atiith  of  that  month,  although  several  cases 
were  scattered  about  the  city  and  its  precincts. 
It  raged  moat  fiercely  there  Aom  aboat  the 
4th  to  the  SSd  of  August.  On  the  30th  of  July, 
the  dav  the*pldemic  ch<dera  broke  out  decided- 
ly in  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  there  were  confined 
in  tlie  criminal  apaitmenu  of  that  Prieon,  170 
men  and  UO  women,  besides  30  In  the  debton* 
apartment,  making  a  total  of  310  persons  of 
dtfTcreni  ages.  The  committee  are  informed, 
that  the  general  average  of  committals  to  the 
criminal  side  of  this  Piuon,  la  fVom  19  to  15  a 
day.  There  were  19  new  priaonere  who  en- 
tered upon  the  99th  July,  and  94  were  aent 
in  on  the  30th.  In  the  month  of  June  preced- 
ing, there  had  been  541  committals  to  this  Pria- 
on ;  during  the  month  of  July,  SSB;  in  August, 
there  were  906 ;  and  In  September,  437. 

The  disease  first  appeared  in  the  women's 
apartments,  in  the  penon  of  a  female  vagrant, 
who  had  only  been  a  day  or  two  in  the  house. 
Those  prtsonen  who  lia4  recently  entered  the 
Jail,  sufTend  the  most,  and  were  generally  af- 
fected the  fint  by  the  cholera ;  in  some  cases 
within  twenty-four  houn  after  their  confine- 
ment. They  were,  however,  principally  old 
vagrants,  who  ware  constantly  in  and  oat  of 
the  Jail.  Some,  alao,  who  had  been  two  yean 
cimfined  there,  died  of  the  diaease.  The  pria- 
onen  were  principally  untried  or  vagranta.  The 
other  convicta  did  not  exceed  eight  or  ten,  who 
were  chiefly  imprisoned  for  minor  offences  ;  one 
was  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States,  for  pass- 
ing counterfeit  money.  On  the  9d  of  August 
there  were  13  new  cases  of  cholera  in  the  Jail, 
and  4  or  5  old  cases :  there  had  been  two  deaths, 
and  the  number  of  toe  diseased  appeared  rapidly 
ittcreaalng.  The  rooma  need  aa  hoapitals  be- 
came crowded,  and  the  sick  were  brought  into 
the  great  hall.  There  was  an  Interval  of  sev- 
eral days  before  the  enidemic  occurred  on  the 
men's  side :  when  it  aid,  it  seemed,  according 
to  the  description  of  a  keeper,  **  like  a  ahock  or 
eiectrici^ »» 


The  eifea,  rtuiehs  aad  poaaa  of  the  sick  and 
dyfaig;  die  frantic  de^wation  and  agooy  of 
thoae  who  were  eager  to  eaeapa ;  and  the  difii- 
eutty,  at  the  aoNMnent,  of  dacioiag  upon  all  tha 
poiBta  of  moat  interest  to  the  velfare  of  the 
prisonera  and  that  of  tlie  public  ;  are  described 
aa  ia  the  hi^Met  depot)  watreaaiag  and  embar- 
nasiog  to  uoae  who  had  them  in  ehargR.  On 
the  night  of  the  4th  of  Augaat,  the  djpeaeed  were 
ao  numerous  upon  the  floon  of  the  extensive 
tails,  that  the  keep«s  had  difficulty  to  avoid 
heading  upon  them,  as  they  performed  tiicir 
duties.  Aboat  eighty  persons  were  lying  dead, 
dying  or  attflreriiic,  with  this  i^idemic.  in  the 
bull  Aug.  The  dead  were  neceapaiily  aept  aB 
night  in  the  Jail,  becauae  the  kcapera  feared  le 
open  the  doera,  lest  the  |wiso«crn,  |or  whose  m- 
evrlty  they  were  respraMible,  phioiUd  attempt  ta 


On  the  "  fatal  Sunday,"  aa  it  la  called  at  the 
Pvisoa,  the  fich  of  AWMt*  the  chief  keeper,  be- 
wUdered  with  fiMgue  ana  ahnoat  In  a  aiate  of 
denafeawnt,  catted  upon  tha  secorder  of  the 
city  earlv  in  the  morning,  to  uspotl  the  coadi- 
tSon  of  the  Priaan,  aii4  to  hag  that  the  prisanen 
oUghtbesaleaaad.  Theuifeacvof  thecaae  waa 
muck  thatj  after  cooanltiaf  ana  aramffing  with 
aoBM  of  the  inapectora  of  the  Jail,  many  ef  the 
piiaonen  were  dlacharged  lyioa  their  own  r»- 
regniaance.  with  a  prateat  bv  the  aaagistraie, 
that  he  had  m  lefal  right  to  do  ao,  hot  that,  ia 
hh»  oainion,  the  aacaasTty  of  the  rase  amply  jaa- 
tifleo  the  acl.t 

Some  of  the  meat  medicable  of  tha  aick 


aaat  to  the  ebden  hospttala  nrovided  hf  the 
ctif  cooncUa,  In  anticipaCioa  of  the  acceeBMB  of 


thiadiaeaae.  Thirteen  of  the  moot  aerioos of- 
fendera  were  taken,  guarded,  to  a  watch  hoaae 
ia  the  vldnity;  aome  medical  teatlemcn  and 
other  private  dftaena,  aa  well  aa  the  county 
commieaionen,  advanced  aoma  of  money  to  re- 
leaae  the  debtnra,  or  became  aorety  for  them : 
aad  aa  speedily  aa  poaaible.  aid  waa  volunieeted 
or  obtained  to  attend  the  atck,  cleaaae  the  Pria- 
on,  and  make  other  neoeaaaiy  and  auJtaMe  pM>- 
vinona. 

The  behavior  of  the  priaoaen  preceding  their 
diacharae,  Is  thoo^t  worthy  cS  notice.  They 
twice.  In  a  ftirioua  and  mutlnooa  manner, 
rnahed  towarda  the  keeper  to  inqolre,  **  if  tbcy 
were  to  be  kept  to  die  there?*'  Be  promiaed 
promptly  to  make  anaagementa  for  their  ivlief, 
bv  which  they  were  in  aonw  deffree  pacified. 
The  keeper  remarked  to  the  oonualttee,  that  it 
waa  aorprislng  to  see  the  exeitlooa  of  the  pria> 
onen,  without  heaitatloo,  to  aariat  each  other, 
"abowlng  they  still  poeaesaed  human ity  to  a 
verv  great  degree ;"  aome  were  takea  sick 
while  auraing  and  rubbing  othera.  The  agoay 
of  the  spasms  caused  the  most  violent  ^  scn^ch- 
ing,  screaming  aad  bellowlag :"  such  a'as  the 
lancoage  of  an  eye  witness,  who  aald  they  gea- 
eraRy  cried  out  exceaaively  when  firat  atucked. 
There  was  no  shrinking  from  their  axientiona  to 
one  another,  althoa^  there  waa  no  power  dar- 
ing the  dur  to  compel  thoae  anafl>cted  to  rrlieve 
the  alck.  for  they  could  have  aoai^  refuge  hi 
the  yarn  of  the  Jail }  bat  the  keeper  ^  never 
heard  an  tnalance  of  refhaal  bv  a  priaooer,  dar- 
ing thia  period,  to  aaaist  the  sick  when  requeated 
todoao."  Five  priaonen  aboat  to  he  diacharged 


•  BrMtef«ih  Aprfl,  IMT: 
vtaied  of  kavliie.  ^  kit  mfUi 
conuBhlml  to  u  ciMlody  to  cac 


If  say 


mmj 


outoij  lo  cau,|ie,  be  ■teO  fcrMi 


for  cMry  muk  ^Imn,  •  •am  aa(  cxeocdte^  lkic«  kun  Vvid 

t  By  •  low  of  lOlk  April.  17M,  ibi  Jwlgw  of  ito  5b. 
frtma  Own,  or  oiiy  vtn  of  tbea,  on  oulkDciaed  tw  d-vA 
At  timrif  (o  lemevo  torn  on j  ptadloBiiol  lioofvr  the  ft^ 
onon  wito  oioj  bo  eonllooJ  ia  dw  Jofl  of  Uie  city  ood  cduaty 
of  PMIoiMfhk.  to  oocb  plos*  of  mMf  oo  thojr  M07 
r.  If  ■ppllHitao  af  a  B^NH*  sf  lbs  r 
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on  Sonday,  agreed  to  remain  upon  a  promise 
d  compensation  ;  one  of  them  received  ten  dol- 
lars, tbe  others  five  dollars  each.  These  men 
were  confined  upon  charges  of  larceny;  they 
were  urged  by  their  wants  to  remain.  It  was 
considered  meritorious  in  them  to  do  so,  as  they 
mast  have  been  strongly  tempted  to  depart,  by 
their  experience  of  the  fatal  effects  of  the  disor- 
der. They  showed  preat  willingness  to  aid  in 
the  most  revolting  duties,  for  this  comparatively 
triding  remuneration ;  none  of  them,  we  are 
told,  became  sick  of  the  cholera,  although  they'' 
were  generally  Intemperate. 

Of  the  thirteen  prisoners  selected  as  the  most 
criminal,  not  one  died  of  the  disease ;  they 
went  out  of  the  JaD  on  Sundav  morning,  and  in 
some  days  after  were  returned  again,  wlien  the 
Prison  had  been  purified.  A  robust  black  man, 
of  violent  character,  confined  for  an  assault  for 
rx  or  nine  months,  and  who  was  described  as 
(retting  drunk  occasionally,  was  promised  his 
pardon  if  he  would  lielp  out  with  the  dead, 
which  he  did.  The  governor  pardoned  him; 
he  w^as  not  afl^ected  by  the  disease. 

Oo  the  night  of  the  4th  of  August,  two  cart 
loads  of  coffins  were  sent  to  the  Jail,  by  the 
coroner,  whose  certificate  declares  that  "be- 
tween the  3d  and  the  10th  of  August,  he  caused 
to  be  buried  from  the  Arch  Street  Prison  49  per- 
sons.'* This  account  of  the  number  of  deaths, 
we  are  assured,  is  the  lowest ;  for  the  coroner 
is  not  prepared  to  say  there  were  no  more  ;  the 
grave-digger  cannot  certify  with  accuracy  ;  and 
the  keepers,  overcome  with  fatigue  or  disease 
and  the  excessive  accumulation  of  duties,  are 
not  positive  of  the  number  who  died.  The 
ehiei  keeper  attempted  to  register  them,  but 
was  unable  to  proceed.  PriMners  enter  the 
Jail  at  difl^erent  times  by  different  names,  which 
are  placed  upon  the  books,  according  to  their 
declarations,  although  they  are  known  to  their 
fellow  prisoners  by  other  names.  It  was  im- 
ponible,  upon  such  an  occasion,  for  the  usual 
investigations  to  be  made.  We  have,  therefore, 
no  accurate  enumeration  of  the  deaths  during 
this  terrible  catastrophe.  Indeed  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  the  orainacry  details  of  duty  should, 
under  such  circumstances^  be  fulfilled.  The 
keepers,  nurses  and  physicians,  were  generally 
subjected  to  the  influences  of  the  epidemic,  and 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree  sufiered  from  tnem. 
A  member  of  the  Society  for  alleviating  the  mis- 
eries of  public  Prisons,  who  carefully  investi- 
gated this  subject,  thinks  tbe  total  mortality, 
until  tbe  10th  August,  amounted  to  flfty-twb, 
including  those  seat  to  the  cholera  hospitals, 
those  in  the  Prison,  and  two  who  were  founa 
dead  on  the  roads  soma  distance  ftom  the  city, 
having  sunk  under  the  disease  alter  being  dis- 
charced  from  the  Jail.  About  ten  died  after 
that  date,  making,  bv  his  estimation,  a  total  of 
sixty-two  deaths.  Another  gentleman  of  this 
society  states  the  total  number  at  about  eighty, 
and  a  third  mentions  fifty-seven.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  decide  tbe  exact  number  who  died. 

The  ordinary  daily  allowance  fbr  each  untried 
prisoner,  or  vagrant,  and  disorderly,  profiine 
and  intemperate  person  confined  in  the  Arch 
Street  Jail,  at  all  seasons,  is,  for  breaklhst,  five 
gills  of  molasses  and  water,  and  half  a  pound 
of  bread,  mode  of  rye  and  Indian  meal ;  for 
dinner,  one  pound  of  rye  bread  each,  and  five 

fills  or  80Up---the  soup  is  mode  of  five  quarts  of 
ndian  and  five  quarts  of  lye  mosl,  and 
eighteen  pounds  of  beef,  for  the  average  num- 
ber of  prisoners  usually  confined  there,  which 
ezceedu  two  hundred  and  fifty.  They  have  no 
allowance  for  supper,  but  they  sometimes  re- 
tain the  bread,  to  he  eaten  in  the  evening.  It 
should  be  mentioned,  that  two  bushels  of  pota- 
toos  an  also  boiled  eoeh  day,  whieta,  distributed 


among  the  prisoners,  give  them  two  or  three 
apiece.  At  some  seasons  of  tne  year,  seven 
quarts  of  rice  are  substituted  in  tbe  soup,  in- 
stead of  the  allowance  of  potatoes.  The  county 
commissionem  allow  thirteen  cents  per  day  for 
each  untried  prisoner.  The  supplies  are  fur 
niahed  by  contract. 

A  bed  is  seldom  seen  in  this  Prison  ;  there  Is 
no  provision  of  this  kind  made  hf  Uae  for 
either  sex.  In  winter  two  blankets  are  pro- 
vided by  the  county,  and  although  the  law  de- 
clares "  that  all  prisoners  shall  have  Uberty  to 
provide  themselves  with  bedding^  food  and 
other  necessaries,  during  their  imprisonment," 
yet  very  few  among  the  whole  number  take 
advantage  of  it :  some  are  in  daily  expectation 
of  ^ing  out  to  trial  or  by  bail ;  but  a  great  ma^ 
jority  are  too  destitute  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  permission. 

There  are  nine  locking-up  rooms  on  the  men's 
side,  and  four  for  the  women,  the  size  of  which 
is  about  twenty  feet  square— in  these  rooms  tbe 
prisoners  are  confined,  at  night.  During  the 
day,  two  large  apartments  servo  them,  in 
which  the  blacks  are  allotted  one  side,  and  the 
whites  the  other ;  the  sexes  being  in  diffbrent 
divisions  of  the  Prison .  A  yard,  surrounded  by 
a  high  wall,  within  which  are  the  necessary 
offices,  encloses  them  within  narrow  limits. 

The  Arch  Street  Jail  is  the  eommon  recejKa- 
ele  of  untried  prisoners  of  every  description, 
and  haus  always  been  considered  one  of  the 
worst  schools  of  vice.  Highway  robbers,  mur- 
derers, burglars,  counterfeiters,  vagrants,  and 
those  committed  for  pettv  larcenies,  are  min- 
ted with  some  confined  ror  the  most  trivial  in- 
advertencies, to  whom  are  occasionally  united 
those  innocent  of  the  offences  laid  to  their 
charge,  against  whom  are  to  be  found  men  who, 
in  the  language  of  a  keeper,  "  will  swear  for  n 
glass  of  grog."  From  a  statement  of  tbe  criminal 
business  transacted  in  three  of  the  courts  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,for  the  year  1829, 
it  appears,  that  of  434  charges  presented  to  tbe 
Mayor's  Court  only  184  were  followed  by  con- 
victions. In  tbe  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  tbe 
whole  number  of  bills  was  569,  and  204  convic- 
tions :  and  in  the  Oyer  and  Terminer,  S8  bills 
and  13  convictions.  The  principal  ofiRences  laid 
to  the  charge  of  the  prisoners  were  assault  and 
battery,  larceny,  and  keeping  tippling  houses. 
Prisoners,  we  are  told  upon  good  authority,  are 
usually  brought  in,  on  the  jlrsC  qgtnee,  for  some 
trifiing  impropriety,  the  result  of  misfortune, 
want,  or  sudden  excitation,  as  often  as  of  nat- 
ural propensity  to  crime,  who,  although,  at 
first,  highly  disgusted  with  their  situation,  soon 
become  so  easy  in  their  manneri  and  conversa- 
tion, that  tbe  keeper  can  scarcely  distinguish 
them  firom  old  ofienders.  For  the  most  part, 
however,  those  confined  in  this  Prison,  as  va- 
grants, disorderly  or  idle,  exhibit  a  state  of 
constitutional  Infirmity  and  disease,  and  are 
described  as  having  generally  less  means  of 
comfort  out  of  Prioony  than  it  affords  them. 
Bfany  are  preaereed  by  coming  to  the  Jail  as  a 
home,  who  often  go  out  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days,  apparently  much  improved  in  health  and 
appearance,  but  in  a  few  weeks  return  again, 
bloated  witn  intemperance,  and  scarcely  to  be 
recognized.  In  summer,  such  of  the  vagrants 
as  get  drunk,  lie  about  the  streets,  and  are 
taken  up  by  the  watch  and  sent  to  this  Prison  ; 
in  winter,  they  seek  shelter  from  the  cold  in 
stables,  sheds,  grog-shops  and  cellars,  and  sen- 
erally  nnd  their  way  to  the  Aims-House.  Dis- 
orderly persons  mostlv  come  in  tlie  summer. 
Those  who  have  ever  been  confined  in  this  Jail 
for  slight  oflbnces,  will  have  the  finger  pointed 
at  them  by  the  hardened  villain  whenever  he 
meets  them  abroad ;  for  he  takes  delight,  and 
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conceives  it  a  j>oIiit  of  duty,  to  rerogntse  one 
he  has  ever  met  in  the  Jail.  Slight  ofrendere 
are  often  indoctrinated  by  those  grown  callous 
in  vicioud  habits,  who  will  practise  them  in 
picking  pockets,  pve  them  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  enter  stores  with  false 
keys,  and  other  uicnns ;  teach  them  how  tci  rob 
by  adroitly  knockin;;  down  the  unwnr}- ;  nar- 
rate the  various  modes  of  stealing  horti.'s;  tell 
of  their  escapes  and  adventures,  and  how  lo 
avoid  the  penalties  of  the  law  by  shifts  and 
contrivance.  They  interest  the  feelinss,  pre- 
judices and  passions,  of  those  who  consider 
themselves  aggrieved  by  their  confinement,  and 
rejoice  to  prepare  them  for  fnture  depredations 
upon  society.  The  most  loathsome  and  unna- 
tural propensities  are  sometimes  Indulfed  by 
these  wretched  objects.  Schemes  for  escape, 
and  for  the  commission  of  the  highest  offences, 
are  contrived  in  ike.  PriMn.  The  ingenuity  ana 
tact  which  are  exhibited,  often  prove  too  seduc- 
tive upon  the  minds  of  those  whose  moral  and 
physical  condition  are  alike  depraved. 

From  the  sketch  we  have  given,  it  may  be 
understood  how  difficult,  under  all  circum- 
stances, it  must  have  been,  indeed  almost  im- 
poesible,  to  have  prevented  the  introduction  o 
an  epidemic  disoraer,  of  such  wide  prevalence 
as  the  cholera,  among  such  a  population,  con- 
fined and  crowded  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
the  Arch  Street  Jail.  With  the  exception  of 
the  finee  use  of  chloride  of  lime,  and  having  the 
apartments  in  as  cleanly  condition  as  possible, 
the  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  measures 
of  precaution,  used  by  the  inspectors  of  the  Pris- 
on, to  anticipate  the  ebcriera,  until  it  absolutely 
broke  out  in  the  Jail.  We  are  informed  that,  a 
few  days  before  the  disease  appeared,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  induce  ail  who  entered  to 
wash  themselves.  Many,  who  were  the  most 
miserable,  resisted  this  rule.* 

A  requisition  for  an  increase  of  food  was  first 
giv^n  on  the  Sd  of  August.  It  was  for  half  a 
pound  of  meat  for  each  person  daily,  three  days 
In  the  week  to  be  boiled  into  soup  highly  sea- 
soned, and  salt  beef  two  days  in  the  week. 
But  these  regulations,  from  the  conAision  at  the 
time,  could  not  be  properly  attended  to.  A  pint 
of  coffee  was  ordered  for  each  person  at  break- 
fast, and  for  supper  a  pint  of  black  tea,  sweet- 
ened with  molasses,  without  milk.  Straw  was 
directed  to  be  made  into  beds  with  coarse  linen  ; 
but  this  arrangement  was  necessarily  delayed : 
the  cholera  was  then  raging  in  the  Prison,  and 
the  precautions  came  too  late.  Ginger  tea  was 
prepared  for  the  prisoners,  but  they  would  not 
generallv  use  it;  although  the  pumps  were 
locked  for  a  short  time,  in  order  to  urge  them 
to  take  the  tea,  they  preferred  water. 

It  Is  the  opinion  ot  Dr.  Buck,  the  physician 
who  had  charge  of  this  institution,  that  nothing 

*  In  order  to  jneTcnt  Um  introdaetioB  of  totOMgUma  dJior- 
den,  accordiof  to  «n  ut  of  6(h  Inril,  1790,  "  eveiy  prnon 
who  ahall  be  ontorod  (o  bud  labor  •ball  be  Kpuateir 
hidgvd,  wariwd  and  deanwd,  sod  ihall  eontiniM  in  wxh 
•epanta^lodfini^  until  It  ■hall  be  eertificd  by  khm  phjrtkian 
that  be  or  she  is  flt  to  be  nccined  amoiif  the  other  priaooen. 
Ind  if  aueh  peraon  be  a  eonvkt,  the  elothea  In  which  ha  or 
■be  Bhall  then  be  elolhed,  ahall  either  be  burnt,  or,  at  the  dia- 
cntion  of  two  of  the  inspeeton,  be  baked,  fainifated,  and 
carefullr  laid  br,  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
■uch  offender  ■hall  be  aenteneed  to  hanl  labor,  to  be  then  re- 
tamed  to  him  or  her." 

By  a  law  of  sad  Seal.  1791,  "  the  Priwn  Intpectoii  ap- 

g tinted  in  punaaneo  of  an  act  In  nich  caae  motUed,  and  of 
U  act.  ihan  hare  power,  with  the  approbation  of  the  ounror, 
two  aldermen  of  die  eitjr  of  Phlladefphia,  and  two  of  the 
hidfea  of  the  Supmne  Court,  or  two  of  thr  Jndgea  of  the 
Court  of  Comnwn  Pkoa  of  Philadelphia  county,  to  make 
lulet  and  ivgulatlooa  for  the  gottmmetit  of  all  eooricta  eon- 
Sned  in  lald  Priion,  not  Inconaitient  with  the  lawa  and  con- 
■Utution  of  thia  eonunonwealth,  and  to  pfv«crtbe  (h^lr  allow- 
nncc  of  pioriaiooa.  aaeertaioinf  the  quaniitin  br  wcirht  and 
^.aadnotiyplMe."  * 


could  have  prevented  the  introductioa  of  the 
epidemic  into  the  Arch  Street  Jail ;  but  it  may 
be  believed,  by  the  experience  gained  upon  that 
occasion,  it  would  he  possible  to  prevent  the 
same  disease  from  proceeding  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, by  preparations  fur  an  Improved  descrip- 
tion of'  f(M)d  for  a  sufficient  period  previooslr, 
by  att'!i>iuiun  to  personal  cleanliness  and  cloth- 
ing, and  by  removing  a  portion  of  the  prisonrr», 
«o  M  to  condne  the  number  within  a  lareer 
space.  The  oummittec  do  not  pretend  to  offer 
a  decision  upon  the  full  efficacy  of  such  a  plan 
in  the  Arch  Street  Prison ;  but  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  and  the 
House  of  Refuge,  where  no  cases  of  this  disease 
wore  reported,  (with  one  single  excepcioo, 
which  occurreo  in  the  Walnut  Street  Pnaon,) 
the  improved  diet,  habits  of  cleanlinras,  and 
purer  air,  were  considered  the  principal  means 
of  exemption.  It  must,  however,  be  acknowl- 
edged, tnat  other  causes  also  opttiated  in  favor 
of  these  institutions. 

Many  persons,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  gain 
admission  into  tne  Alms-EIouse,  soon  after  their 
discharge  (Vom  the  Arch  Street  Priaon,  some  of 
whom  are  subject  to  a  peculiarly  low  form  of 
typhus  fever,  requiring  the  early  and  free  u^e 
of  tonics  antl  cordials.  The  physicians  there 
say,  that  the  constitutions  of  a  great  nigority  of 
the  persons  who  die  in  the  Alms-House,  are  j^o 
enfeebled  by  their  vicious  habits,  as  to  be  un- 
able to  withstand  what,  in  those  of  regular  hah. 
Its,  would  be  considered  mild  diseases.  The 
committee  are  informed  that "  rery  few  arp  sent 
directly  ftrom  the  Arch  Street  Jail  to  the  Alm»- 
House )  perhaps  not  more  than  90  In  a  yrar,'* 

The  total  number  of  commitments  to  the 
Arch  Street  Jail,  in  1829,  was  3017,  of  which 
only  five  nersons  died  in  Prison.  The  tola! 
number  or  commitments  in  1630,  was  ^Ci2 ; 
total  of  diseases  relieved  or  cured,  751,  and  fi\*e 
deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1:^1. 
was  15,  an  amount  unusually  large,  occasioned 
principally  by  typhus  and  bilious  fevers.  The 
chief  keeper  iorormed  the  romroitiee,  that,  for 
7  yean,  the  deaths  had  not  exceeded  that  num- 
ber, and  that  the  average  was  not  so  high  as 
10  or  12  per  annum.  The  total  number  of 
commitments  in  IA3I,  was  4506,  of  which  2>13 
were  charged  with  being  disorderly,  idle,  and 
disturbers  of  the  peace,  or  were  convicted  as  va- 
grants, or  for  profane  swearing  and  intoxicatios. 
Of  the  remainder,  1167  were  for  assault  and 
battery,  for  keeping  tippling  houses,  and  simi- 
lar charges,  while  816  were  confined  upon 
charges  of  burglary,  larceny,  passing  countrne:t 
money,  and  other  offences  punished  by  fine  and 
imprisonment  to  hard  labor.  In  I8;t2,  the  total 
number  of  commitments  amounted  to  45 15.  It 
appears  that  the  largest  number  are  usually  sent 
into  the  Arch  Street  Jail  dwrinf  tka  Msuwr 
mnuht. 

According  to  the  report  mad«  to  the  eonrait- 
ing  medical  board  of  Philadelphia,  by  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Jackson,  **  the  commencement  and  progrrss 
of  the  cholera  were  in  the  character  of  a  wide- 
spread epidemic.snddeiily  invading  as  extensive 
district,  indicating  the  existence  of  an  active 
epidemic  influence  or  agency,  (grating  at  Mice 
on  the  mass  of  the  population.  In  alniont  every 
case,  the  disease  was  called  into  existence  by 
some  exciting  cause ,«■««< eommimlff  errer  im  tlttt." 
The  committee  are  assured,  that,  in  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  clwl- 
era  in  Philadelphia,  many,  perhaps  all  the  pris- 
oners, 97  in  number,  were  affected  with  bi»wel 
ooroplainfis,  some  severely.  Great  and  unu-nul 
care  was  exercised  as  to  their  diet  and  cleanli- 
ness, and  no  case  of  epidemic  cholera  occurred 
within  the  walls.  The  prisonera  were  entirely 
ignoraat  of  the  existence  of  the  cholcfa  in  the 
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city,  and  are  »o  wt!  Tbe  daily  rations  of  the 
convicta  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  are,  for 
breakfast,  one  pound  of  bread,  made  of  2-3  rye 
and  1-3  Indian  meal,  and  1  pint  of  coflee  with 
milic  and  sugar  or  molasses  ;  for  dinner,  3^  of  a 
pound  of  beef  withont  bone,  one  pint  of  soup 
made  of  the  beef,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes  ; 
at  supper,  one  pint  of  Indian  mush,  and  1-3  a  irill 
of  molasses.  Tlie  molasses  is  fciven  monthly, 
nnd  the  prisoners  use  it  at  pleasure.  They  re- 
ceive as  many  potatoes  at  dinner  as  they  want, 
and  as  much  mush  as  they  nsit  for 'at  supper.  Par- 
ticular attention  is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
tM-rson  and  clothing— of  the  cells  and  bedding. 
When  sick,  tlie  diet  of  the  prisoners  is  varied, 
according  to  the  direction  of  their  physician, 
%Tho  attends  regnlaily. 

In  the  Walnut  Ptreet  Prison,  where  about 
4i)0  convicts*  were  confined,  but  one  case  of 
epidemic  cholera  was  reported.  This  was  a 
prisoner  of  worn  out  constitution.  He  had  been 
confined  for  5  years,  and  for  the  last  three  was 
in  a  state  verging  on  death,  from  the  effects  of 
previous  excessive  intemperance.  He  swal- 
lowed about  4  OB.  of  spirits  of  turpentine, 
(which  had  been  given  by  order  of  the  physi- 
cian, as  an  external  application,)  on  account  of 
it^  stimulating  effects,  and  died,  in  snasms,  6 
hours  after.  The  prisoners  conflnea  in  the 
Walnut  Street  Jail  have  ordinarily  each  1\ 
pound  of  bread,  and  1-3  a  pound  of  meat  daily, 
bolides  wmp,  potatoes  or  rice,  mush  and  mo- 
lasses. No  great  variety  of  food  is  usual  in  the 
different  seasons,  except  that  there  is  generally 
a  larger  supplv  of  vegetables  in  the  summer. 
During  the  last  summer,  however,  being 
thought  objectionable,  they  were  interdicted, 
and  the  qiiality  of  the  bread,  "  both  in  material 
and  manufacture."  was  improved.  Molasses 
and  water  was  oenied  to  the  prisoners,  and 
•everal  additional  sleeping-rooms  were  opened 
for  their  use.  While  the  cholera  prevailed  in 
the  city,  affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
as  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  ordinary  cholera  of 
a  severe  character,  became  much  more  preva- 
lent in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  than  the  at- 
tendant physician,  Dr.  Bache,  had  ever  seen 
among  the  prisoners, "  showing  the  operation 
of  the  same  mysterious  cause  which  was  affect- 
ing the  citizens  at  large,"  and  which  only  requir- 
ed a  highly  susceptible  condition  of  the  prisonera 
to  render  it  capable  of  producing  the  genuine 
epidemic  among  them. 

In  the  House  of  Ref^ige^  where  a  large  num- 
ber of  children  were  confined,  with  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  proper  food,  and  among  whom 
cleanliness,  occupation  and  instruction  are 
suitably  attended  to,  there  was  no  case  of  epi- 
demic cholera. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  before  the  chol- 
era occurred,  vegetable  diet  was  greatly  re- 
stricted ;  none  but  potatoes  and  rice  were  given, 
and  no  fruit  w^^  allowed,  as  has  been  usual: 
molasses  was  ordered  to  be  omitted,  and  the  pa- 
tients were  dressed  more  warmlv.  To  those  on 
alow  diet,  for  the  treatment  of  insanity,  broth 
was  given,  and  purgative  and  emetic  medicines 
were  suspended  in  general  practice.  The  prev- 
alence of  diarrhcva  was  also  noticed,  during  this 
period,  among  the  patients  in  the  hospital,  and 
principally  among  the  lunatics,  whose  condi- 
tion rendered  them  less  able  to  appreciate  the 
necessity  of  precautions.  Among  a  population 
exceeding  100,  there  were  but  six  cases  of  ep- 
idemic cholera,  which  presented  themselves  in 
separate  and  distinct  portions  of  a  very  exten- 
sive range  of  buildings,  between  the  9th  and 


•  Th^re  were  confined  Ir.  W&lnnt  Stroet,  when  the  eom- 
inft(c«  visited  Uw  Priaua,  310  men,  54  women,  aod  43  hojt— 
toul,  409. 


14th  of  August.  Two  of  these  cases  died.  All 
were  insane  or  idiotic. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Alms-House,  where  the 
character  and  habits  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
inmates  are  depraved  by  excesses  and  disease, 
there  were  193  cases  of  epidemic  cholera,  t)9  of 
which  proved  fatal.  The  first  case  occurred  on 
the  3Stli  July ;  the  cholera  ceased  on  the  33d 
August.  It  was  chiefly  confined  to  aged  per- 
sons, and  the  intemperate,  several  idiots  and 
lunatics  were  also  its  victims.  Those  who 
recovered,  the  physicians  sbite,  were  not  in  the 
collapsed  stage  of  the  disease,  except  3  persons. 
The  character  of  those  who  died  was  that  com- 
mon to  most  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.— who 
are.  80  out  of  100,  intemperate.  Many  of  them 
had  labored  under  various  diseases  for  several 
yean. 

When  the  committee  visited  the  Alms-Hottse, 
there  were  in  that  institution, 
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Far  six  months  in  the  year,  there  are  about 
GOO  medical  and  surgical  patients  in  the  .\lms- 
Uouse,  each  month ;  for  the  rest  of  the  year, 
about  400  each  month.  A  majority  are  naxietg 
^  foretgn  tmMltriu.  The  men  are  generally 
laborere,  and  of  various  trades.  Tiie  comn&it- 
tee  cannot  refrain  from  offering  a  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  those  excellent  "  Sisten  of  Charily" 
who,  under  the  protection  of  their  simple  hab- 
its and  kind  hearts,  so  freely  exposed  thenv 
selves,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  ia 
the  Alms  House,  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute 
and  the  diseased  who  suffered  there.  These 
ladies,  who  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  guar- 
dians of  the  poor  (h>m  a  sister  state,  made  very 
little  change  in  their  manner  of  life,  in  antici- 
pation of  the  severe  duties  they  voluntarily  un- 
dertook to  perform.  On  Fridays  and  Saturdays, 
however,  as  on  other  days  of  the  week,  they  ate 
meat,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  those  who 
strictly  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  Catholic 
church,  which  upon  this  occasion  were  wisely 
suspended  by  the  Episcopal  authority  of  the 
district.  They  refrained  from  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, by  the  advice  of  physicians ;  but  they 
employed  no  wine  or  preventive  medicines.  If 
possible,  they  retired  to  rest  at  9  o'clock,  their 
accustomed  hour,  and  rose  at  half  pasti  four  in 
the  morning  to  attend  the  sick.  They  were  di- 
rected to  wear  a  flannel  dress,  hut  did  nut  do  so 
until  after  the  cholera  had  subsided.  ( )ne,  only, 
had  slight  symptoms  of  the  disease,  which  were 
readily  relieved. 

It  was  remarked  to  the  committee,  during 
their  investigntions,  that  the  nuUen  increase  of 
food  wliicli  was  given  after  the  cholera  had  be- 
gun, and  whirli  was  eagerly  devoured  liy  liie 
prisoners,  may  liave  assisted  the  exceKsive  l;i^ 
taiity  of  the  epidemic  in  the  Arch  s^lrcvt  J:iil, 
on  the  4th  and  .5tli  of  August.  But  in  looking 
over  a  statement  of  the  number  of  fwrsons  at- 
tacked by  the  disease  in  Philadelphia  and  the 
Liberties,  from  the  '27th  July  until  the  2JJ  of 
August,  we  are  struck  with  the  fad  of  th'*  r^r^ 
rapid  increase  of  cases  and  of  deaths,  wJiercver 
the  disease  occurred  or  was  treated.  Thus,  ou 
the  1st  of  August,  there  were  91  cases  and  8 
deaths  re|iorted :  on  the  2d,  that  number  was 
nearly  dtntbled,  there  were  40  cases  r^nd  \5 
deaths.  The  greatest  number  of  cases  reported 
to  have  occurred  in  private  dwellings  in  one 
day,  (viz.  O-l,)  ap|)eared  on  the  9th  and  Kfth  of 
August ;  while  on  the  8th  there  were  but  43, 
and  on  the  l*Jth,  \iC\  castas  in  similar  situations. 
The  greatest  number  in  tlie  cholera  hospitals 
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86,  on  the  6th  of  August,  on  the  5th, 
there  were  only  26  in  these  hospitals. 

The  Iftrsest  number  in  the  Alms-House  (viz. 
35)  were  found  there  on  the  8th  of  August :  on 
the  7th,  but  17  cases.  The  greatest  number  in  the 
Arch  Street  Prison,  reported  on  one  day  as  new 
cases,  (viz.  45,)  were  on  the  6th  of  August :  on 
the  4th,  there  were  only  9  new  cases  reported 
in  that  Jail.  The  largest  total  number  of  cases, 
(viz.  176,)  is  noticed  on  the  6th  of  August :  on 
the  5th,  the  total  amount  was  66:  and  the 
greatest  number  of  deaths  (viz.  73)  is  slated 
on  the  7th  of  August ;  while  on  the  5th  there 
xvere  but  96  deaths  in  the  city  and  Liberties. 
Wc  suppose  these  reports  to  have  irenerally  been 
made  one  or  two  days  after  the  deaths.  Thus 
it  will  he  seen  that  the  number  of  cases  or  of 
deaths,  in  all  the  di/Terent  locations  and  practice, 
was  generally  less  than  one  half,  only  a  day  or 
two  preceding  the  dates  set  down  for  tiie  great- 
est mortality  }  so  that,  whutevcr  effect  may  be 
justly  attributed  to  the  iuiproved  diet  of  the 
prisoners,  it  would  seem  that  a  very  sudden  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  deaths  was  universal, 
wherever  the  disease  prevailed. 

The  committee,  besides  the  obeervatlons  they 
have  already  made  upon  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  Prison,  and  the  character  of  the  food  af- 
forded to  the  prisoners  during  this  precarious 
season,  must  remark,  that  the  very  high  wall 
which  surrounds  the  apartments  in  which  they 
are  confined,  preventecl  ventilation.  The  privy, 
which  almost  adjoins  the  men's  day-room,  was 
thought  very  offensive,  notwithstanding  the  ef- 
forts made  to  purify  it.  Some  fatid  sheep-sUns 
and  hair,  in  smalt  amount,  were  found  in  the 
basement  story,  upon  examination  after  the 
cholera ;  and  the  clothing  was  deficient,  as  great 
demand  for  flannel  dresses  was  made  by  the 
attendant  physicians,  after  the  epidemic  had 
ceased,  which  were  liberally  supplied  by  the 
Prison  Society.  The  Prison  was  otherwise  well 
cleansed  before  the  distemperature  ensued. 

The  vagrants  and  disorderly  are  sentenced  to 
the  Prison,  according  to  acts  of  3Ist  Febru- 
ary. 1767,  and  of  the  5th  April,  1790, "  to  be  kept 
at  nard  labor,  for  any  term  not  exceedinff  one 
month,  being  legally  amoicted  as  by  law  direct- 
ed." They  have  a  task  given  to  them  in 
picking  liair  or  moss  for  the  upholsterers,  taking 
the  burrs  from  wool,  and  shearing  sheep-skins. 
Others,  who  are  confined  before  trial,  often  vol- 
untarily join  in  this  work.  The  keepers  say 
tliere  is  seldom  difficulty  to  oblige  the  prisoners 
to  attend  to  it.  It  may  be  here  observed,  tliat 
none  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  other  members 
of  the  legislature  who  accompanied  them  to  tlie 
Arch  Street  Jail,  entered  the  apartment  in  which 
the  untried  prisoners  and  vagrants  were  con- 
fined during  the  day,  without  the  most  uiarked 
disgust  at  the  fUth,  destitution  and  persmtal 
ihiwry  in  which  the  majority  of  the  prisuiten< 
were  found.  Many  of  the  visitors  supplied 
themselves  with  segars,  and  some  felt  the  ne- 
cessity of  other  stimuli  to  overcome  the  nausea 
which  tlie  confined  air  of  the  room,  (on  the  2Kth 
Dec.)  and  the  siiht  of  the  objects  confined 
there,  induced  in  them.  The  general  sensation 
was  one  of  desire  to  escape. 

The  committee  are  assured,  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  costs  fh>m  many  of  those  who 
tre  entitled  vagrants,  idle  and  disorderly,  which 
class  composes  more  than  one  half  of  the  pris- 
oners in  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  the  tumt  persons 
have  been  brought  to  the  Prison  three  tectral 
Umea  during  one  month;  although  the  first  time 
the  prisimer  was  sentenced  for  30  days  !  In  some 
other  cases,  the  first  intimation  which  the 
keeper  has  of  the  conviction,  is  derived  from  the 
order  for  the  release  of  a  prisoner,  whom  he  has 
never  seen  I 


As  soon  as  tlie  individual  who  has  been 
tenced,  or  his  friends,  can  in  any  manner  pro- 
cure money  to  satisfy  the  repncity  of  some  of 
the  magistrates,  an  order  for  release  b  mode 
out,  no  matter  how  deserving  the  priaoner  is  of 
confinement,  for  the  public  welfkre  or  his  own. 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  does  not  think  him- 
self authorized  to  dispute  this  order.  After  a 
summary  conviction  of  vagrancy,  idle  or  disor> 
derly  conduct,  for  30  days,  there  is  no  legal  pn>- 
vision  for  tlie  discharge  of  a  prisoner,  except  by 
his  entering  bail  to  appear  before  the  next  <ioar- 
ter  Sessions  or  Mayor's  Court.  The  fnnBer 
keeper  of  the  vanant  department  had  returned 
the  onlen  for  discharge  to  the  magtstnles, 
without  releasing  the  prisoners,  when  they  were 
brought  back  again,  endorsed  "security  ea* 
tered."  This  certificate,  that  bail  bad  been 
taken,  costs  paid  and  appeal  entered,  that  the 
individual  might  appear  before  the  court,  the 
keeper  considered  himself  bound  to  respect ; 
but  here  the  afilair  generally  ends.  There  Is 
only  ens  instance  discovered,  ainong  several 
thousand  releases,  where  an  appeal  hfu  been 
pursued,  by  returning  the  recognizanee  to  the 
court. 

The  committee  understand  that  a  man  leolly 
sentenced  by  a  magistrate  to  30  days  improoo- 
ment,  is  a  eomviet  for  that  term,  and  that  the 
magistrate  has  no  ri^t  to  set  him  free  after 
the  conviction.  The  temptation  of  the  cssto,  It 
is  to  be  feared,  is  too  frequently  the  incentiva 
both  of  the  imprisonment  and  of  the  releaae. 

In  the  course  of  a  year,  some  of  the  same  per- 
sons are  received  into  the  Prison  10  or  15  times ; 
more  partictUorly  those  charged  as  disorderiy 
and  vagrant.  A  very  conslderahle  number  are 
sent  there  2  or  3  times,  often  serving  but  a  few 
days,  when  the  payment  of  the  costa,  oAen  pn>- 
cured  by  means  of  violence  or  distress,  obtaiaa 
their  release. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  recorder  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  upon  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, that  the  commitment  of  a  prisoner  by  a 
magistrate,  to  answer  at  the  next  Coon  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  for  a  breach  of  the  peace  by  **  dis- 
orderly conduct,"  is  not  a  legal  coinmitm<»t. 
The  mode  of  committal  by  some  of  the  magis- 
trates^ was  therefore  changed,  and  the  e&me  de- 
seriptum  of  persons  are  sent  to  Jail  upon  a 
charge  of  riot  or  ^ff^,  which  are  indictable  of- 
fences, and  thus  a  chance  for  the  costs  is  still 
secured.  Although  the  magistrates  ore  not  en> 
titled  to  costs  in  criminal  charges,  until  the 
case  is  decided  by  tlie  courts,  still  the  expecta- 
tion of  a  faeorable  result,  crowds  the  Jails,  and 
fills  the  courts  with  causes  which  oecdlesuly 
increase  the  amount  of  wretchedness  and  of 
offences. 

An  inspector  of  the  Prison,  who  has  ax  difiler- 
ent  times  served  in  tliat  capacity  for  upwards  of 
30  years,  informed  the  committee  Xhix  he  had 
known  about  80  of  this  description  of  persons, 
confined  for  riots  or  afTVays,  who  hod  w<  been 
able  to  pay  their  costs,  discharged  at  once  firon 
the  Prison,  wltltnnt  being  brought  before  the 
court,  after  a  oontinement,  in  the  situation  we 
Iiave  described,  for  three  months ;  and  that  the 
average,  at  ever}'  calendar,  of  those  who  are  not 
called  up,  is  about  90.  Sometimes  the  keeper 
has  them  previously  released  by  the  prooecuting 
attorney.  They  are  let  loose  from  the  Jail, 
highly  excited  by  their  wants  and  miseries,  to 
prey  upon  society.  When  they  are  thought 
worth  Uy  they  are  again  returned  by  the  same 
magistrates,  the  competition  among  whom  ap- 
pears to  be  a  monstrous  evil,  though  probably 
not  so  great  as  the  fkrilities  which  some  of  the 
present  laws  aflTurd  to  them.  Ecpiltable  laws 
may  be  perverted  by  improper  administration  ; 
but  ui\just  laws  Mujit  operate  oppressively  upon 
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the  people,  if  put  in  force  for  the  susUnanu  of 
the  magistracy. 

It  is  believed  that  most  of  the  caaet  of  im- 
prisonment which  occur  for  minor  offences 
would  not  be  heard,  (without  any  prejudice  to 
the  interests  of  society,)  except  for  the  costs 
which  accrue  upon  them  ^  and  hence  an  advan- 
tage is  given  to  the  magistrate  who  transcends 
the  proper  exercise  of  authority,  over  him  who 
respects  the  interests  of  the  community.  Out  of 
300  cases  of  assault  and  battery,  which,  in  three 
months,  were  brought  before  the  mayor  and  re- 
corder of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  15  only  were 
considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  sent 
to  court,  and  the  rest  were  settled. 

By  the  act  of  17rh  March,  1806,  "  Any  Jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  either  before  or  after  recog- 
nizance has  been  entered  for  the  appearance  of 
the  defendant  before  the  next  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  has  power,  at  the  mutual  request  of  the 

Crties,  to  dismiss  a  complaint  of  assault  and 
ttery,  or  assault  only,  making  a  record  on  his 
docket,  for  entering  which  he  receives  Arorathe 
parties  35  cents:  Provided^  That  the  said  Jus- 
tice shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  settlement 
of  such  complaint  or  charge  Vill  not  in- 
jure the  safety  of  the  citizen  or  the  peace  of 
society." 

In  crowded  cities  and  their  densely-peopled 
■oburbs,  criminals  form  separate  cooimunities. 
regulated  by  their  own  customs,  language  ano 
propensities.  Does  it  not  appear  evident,  then, 
that  when  men  are  thrust  out  of  Prison,  where 
they  have  been  confined  for  trifling  offences,  in 
m  worse  condition  than  when  they  entered  it, 
that  thev  will  be  inclined  to  Join  themselves  to 
these  vicious  associations?  The  operation  of 
the  administration  of  the  laws  should  be  to 
prevent^  not  to  vnerean  contentions  or  distress ; 
and  it  is  a  question  well  worthy  our  considera- 
tion, wbether,  ia,  suA  siUaUmUf  particularly,  an 
advantige  would  not  be  gained  if  the  nrnigis- 
trate  should  receive  neither  fee  nor  reward 
from  th9  parties.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many 
Judiciouii  persons,  that  the  establishment  of 
well-regulated  police  courts,  with  salaried  ma- 
^strates,  of  limited  appointment.  In  daily  ses- 
■sion,  would  be  less  costly  and  more  advanta- 
feous  to  tlie  people. 

Imprisotiment  should  have  for  its  aim  the 
Teformatioo,  and  the  punishment  in  a  degree 
to  assist  that  reformation,  of  those  who  have 
perpetrated  acts  prejudicial  to  the  welfkre  and 
safety  of  aociety. 

However  necessary  it  may  be  to  restrain  the 
TolantuT  criminal,  and  to  correct  him  with  de- 
ejaion,  the  means  should  always  be  regulated 
with  great  discretion.  Cause  and  effect  must  be 
discriminatett,  as  in  other  matters }  and  while 
we  speak  of  t  he  sanction  which  the  great  moral 
law  gives  to  punishments,  ye  should  not  lose 
•igbt  of  the  generous  provisions  it  enjoins  for 
the  temporal  co.*nforts,  as  well  as  the  practical 
instruction,  of  t.^e  destitute. '  If  sufficient  legis- 
lative provision  ia  not  made  to  prevent  the 
extremes  of  physi<;al  want  and  suffering,  and  of 
ignorance,  we  ma  y  well  doubt  the  propriety  of 
toe  enactment  of  «. mere  legal  penalties.  Where 
oioral  restraints  ar  e  strongly  insisted  upon  by 
law,  there  should  he  afforded  (in  accordanoe 
with  the  institutio  ps  of  civilized  society,  and 
In  order  to  effect  liiis  object)  the  msaiu  ^  rt- 
sUtmmee  to  those  tem  ptations  which,  necessarily, 
naturally, and  forcibly, affect  those  whom  ex- 
treme want  urges  into  mischievous  actions, 
which  oftentimes  thtere  is  ne  iiurfntctton  to  cor- 
rect. In  the  langu  age  of  one  of  the  admired 
writers  of  our  com  itry,*  "  A  new  feeling  of 
what  is  doe  to  the  r{;norant, poor  and  depraved, 

«    *  Dr.  Q 1  analnff  of  Boitoa. 
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has  sprung  up :  the  right  of  every  human  being 
to  such  an  education  as  shall  call  forth  his  best 
faculties,  and  train  him  more  and  more  to  em^ 
trol  himself  is  recognized  as  it  never  was  before ; 
and  government  is  more  and  more  regarded  as 
intended  not  to  elevate  the  few,  but  to  guard 
the  rights  qfaU.'* 

In  on  address  on  the  advantages  of  knowledge 
to  the  poorer  classes,  a  celebrated  authorf  de- 
clares, "  I  am  persuaded  that  the  extreme  prof- 
ligacy, improvidence  and  misery,  which  are  so 
prevalent  among  the  laboring  classes  in  many 
countries,  are  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  wtaU 
1^  education," 

The  following  extract  ftom  the  report  of  the 
warden  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  lately  pre- 
sented to  this  house,  exhibits  the  influence  of 
the  cs^uses  we  have  referred  to,  in  a  roost 
striking  manner.  **  Too  many  of  the  prisonen, 
indeed  most  of  them,  on  Jaret  eoutnetioHy  are 
either  neglected  youths,  thrown  into  the  world 
without  education,  and  without  friends— often  the 
victims  of  bad  masters — or  ignorant  men,  the 
dupes  of  artful  knaves,  who  know  how  to 
elude  detection." 

"  The  deficiency  of  eontmon  eekool  learning  is 
greater  than  is  generally  supposed :  of  the  143 
prisoners  who  have  been  received  fh>m  the 
commencement,  only  4  have  been  well  edu- 
cated, and  only  about  6  more  who  could  read 
and  write  tolerably ;  and  we  rarely  meet  with 
a  prisoner  who  has  nad  attention  paid  to  moral 
and  religious  instruction.  The  Eastern  Dis- 
trict, that  sends  its  prisonen  to  this  Penitentia- 
ry, comprises  a  population  of  about  one  million 
of  Inhabitants.  During  the  31  years  in  which 
the  law  has  been  in  operation,  ISU  persons  have 
been  sent  here  for  all  offences  of  a  higher  char- 
acter than  larceny ;  and  of  the  whole  number, 
but  one  that  can  be  called  a  master  spirit  in 
crime. 

"Of  143  prisonen,  the  whole  number  re- 
ceived, 100  are  known  to  be  for  the  j(r«t  ({/^bies, 
10  are  doubtful,  and  but  33  are  known  and  be- 
lieved to  be  old  offenden. 

"  Ttie  general  conduct  and  behavior  of  the 
prisonen  have  been  such  as  rarely  to  produce 
any  unpleasant  feelinp  on  the  part  of  their 
oveneen  towards  them. 

"  Of  the  whole  number  of  prisonen  now  in 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  received  before  the 
1st  of  January.  1833,  38  were  firom  Pennsylva- 
nhi,  39  from  sister  states,  and  33  foreignera." 

It  may  be  worth  an  inquiry,  how  far  the  etate 
rfphjfsieal  deetitution,  without  edueation,  eaUe  into 
operatum  evil  propensities,  and  confines  or  dis- 
turbs the  action  of  the  moral  sense.  Men  and 
other  animals  have,  bf  eduction,  Ikculties  de- 
veloped, of  which,  otherwise,  they  might  be 
almost  unconscious,  or  never  put  to  a  designed 
use.  Bfany  of  the  best  characteristics  of  our 
Qature  may  be  diverted  ftom  thehr  healthfUl  and 
profitable  operation,  by  the  combination  of  ac- 
tive natural  causes  within  our  control.  In  the 
leading  out  of  the  several  faculties,  (which  is 
thought  to  be  the  original  signification  of  the 
term  edueatioUf)  we  acquire  an  increased  power 
to  control  the  instincts  we  possets,  of  various 
kinds  and  in  different  proportions,  all  designed 
to  effect  some  benefit  to  the  individual  and  to 
society,  aeeording  a»  theg  are  employed.  It  is 
in  this  light,  then,  that  we  may  consider  eda- 
Mtum  to  be  eoeenttMond  ueceeeanitotkepreventien 
qfwhat  are  called  crimes,  which  indeed  an  often 
the  exercise  of  the  most  simple  instincts,  un- 
controlled by  knowledge,  which  is  indlspen- 
sah'je  to  exemplify  their  influence  over  social  lift. 
*'  Ignorance  is  thus  the  greatest  enemy  of  mo- 
rality." 

t  R«T.  Bobtrt  Ban  of  Bktalal,  Engfand. 
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It  if  highly  proper  that  we  re^d  with  at- 
tention, not  only  the  natural  inatincts  and  fac- 
ulties which  urge  men  to  good  actions,  but  also 
the  perosrnoa  of  the  mum  faculties,  which  in- 
stigates them  to  evil  tendencies.  The  moral 
law  appears  founded  upon  tAe  truth,  that  roan 
if  incited  towards  actions  prejudicial  to  his 
social  happiness;  or  why  was  the  command- 
ment ever  given^  that  man  should  not  err  7  If 
he  was  not  so  disposed,  the  ordinance  would 
appear  to  be  unnecessary.  But  the  commands, 
**tJum  Shalt  not  kill,"  ^'tAmshalt  not  steal," 
**  thou  shalt  not  bear  AUse  witness,"  &c.  plainly 
8lgni(]^  that  men  are  ae  inelmedi  that  they  had 
committed  deeds,  which,  exciting  feelings  of 
retaliation,  led  to  warfiue  and  disorder:  and 
the  law  as  clearly  shows,  that  the  contrary  prac- 
tices lead  to  the  temporal  benefit  of  mankind. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  which 
it  is  considered  proper  to  give.  Other  animals, 
besides  man,  exhibit  many  propensities  of  a 
similar  character  to  those  we  call  crimes  in 
men,  and  which  we  might  incline  to  imitate 
or  Justify,  by  their  acts.  The  moral  law 
draws  the  line  between  them,  and  intimates 
that  man  does  poesess  the  power  of  resistance, 
or  may  arrive  at  it.  We  cannot  close  these 
observations,  however,  without  referring  to 
the  moral  law  as  exliibiting  the  most  distinct 
evidences  tliat  certain  physical  comforts  are 
eetential  to  morality.  No  where  are  the  obli- 
gations for  attention  to  the  temporal  wants  of 
the  necessitous,  insisted  upon  with*  more  firm- 
ness, humanity  and  policy,  than  in  that  law ; 
and  we  cannot  think  that  it  was  designed  in 
vain.  An  abundance  of  food,  cleanliness,  pro- 
tection from  oppression  or  ir\iuKtice,  and  the 
right  of  personal  independence,  are  plainly  in- 
dicated by  the  moral  law,  which  shows  that 
mutual  obligations  bind  society  together,  and 
that  injustice  towards  one  portion  must  event- 
uate in  rq^eated  wrong.  If,  then,  at  the  same 
time  we  exact  the  penalties  of  the  moral  law, 
(upon  which  our  common  and  statute  laws  are 
founded)  for  crimes  it  has  enumerated,  we  do 
not  afiford  the  facilities  of  physical,  moral, 
practical  and  intellectual  instruction,  which  the 
same  lam  eofoiiUy  to  those  whose  only  inherit- 
ance ia  the  possession  of  their  faculties,  and 
their  only  means  of  subsistence  dependent  upon 
the  exercise  of  them— it  must  appear  evioent 
that  society,  as  well  as  the  criminal,  has  some- 
thing to  answer  for.  That  proper  attention  to 
the  physical  as  well  as  the  moral  cultivation  of 
persons  in  the  poorest  condition,  is  considered 
requisite  to  asust  in  relieving  society  from  evils 
and  expense  which  stron^y  threaten  it,  ap- 
pears from  the  numerous,  costly,  and  judicious 
arrangements  already  made,  ana  preparing,  by 
the  various  institutions  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  will  point  to  the  great  Im- 
I^ovements  in  Penitentiary  discipline,  which 
already  begin  to  exercise  a  beneficial  influence 
in  the  state ;  to  the  establishment  of  a  House  of 
RefUge  for  Juvenile  offenders,  highlv  calculated 
for  their  instruction  and  amendment,  and 
where  punLshment  forms  so  slight  a  share  of 
the  discipline ;  and  to  the  New  County  Prison 
erected  with  reference  to  solitary  confinement, 
to  contain  those  whose  condition  we  have  de- 
scribed In  the  Arch  Street  Jail,  the  cost  of 
which  is  calculated  at  990,000  dollars,  and  is 
desianed  to  hold  490  prisoners ;  which  number. 
It  is  hoped,  a  modification  of  existing  Jaws  may 
diminish. 

The  committee  cannot  omit  to  mention  the 
New  Alms-Hottse,  building  upon  the  west  bank 
of  the  Schuylkill,  in  the  midst  of  a  fkrm  of  18G 


This  immense  poor-hoose,  which  la  designed 
to  accommodate  three  thousand  persons,  shoald 
the  demands  of  posterity  require  it.  will  pos- 
sess separate  dormitories  for  the  individttal  in- 
mates, and  is  estimated,  when  finished,  to  cost 
upwards  of  550,000  dollars.  Such  vast  prepa- 
rations make  us  more  sensible  of  the  necessity 
of  a  tyUem  f^ general  and  ue^d  edueatianj  to  obvi- 
ate the  causes  which  so  sensibly  augment  the  de> 
mandl  for  relief  with  the  rapid  increase  of  oar 
population.  And  here  the  committee  can  give 
another  practical  illustration  of  the  advantages 
of  instruction,  which  they  witnessed  at  the  ad- 
mirably conducted  institution  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  No  one,  who  has  seen  the  iatellifence 
and  happiness  which  beam  from  the  counte- 
nances of  those  deprived  of  hearing  and  of 
speech,  by  the  education  of  their  ocher  ftcolties, 
can  doubt  the  influences  which  kindnen,  in- 
struction and  occupation  exercise  over  oar  race. 

Crimes  da  originate  fkom  the  misery,  the  dis- 
tresses and  the  ignorance  of  the  poor ;  to  ha 
prevented  there  must  be  an  improvement  in 
their  condition  and  information.  The  very 
sight  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Arch  Street  Jail, 
gives  an  opinion  of  the  operation  of  ««dk  eamses. 
we  fear  that  too  frequently  the  combined  in- 
fluences of  ignorance  and  of  want  have  moie 
effect  in  causing  their  oflSsnces  than  the  ▼tdun- 
tary  desire  to  outrage  the  regulations  of  society. 
The  farmer  sees  among  his  cattle  some  who 
api>ear  naturallv  prone  to  viciotts  practices ;  but 
it  is  most  certain,  that  the  want  of  suitable  pas- 
turage, and  badftncea,9oon  teach  the  most  gen- 
tle to  trespass. , 

It  may  be  inquired  whether  ignorance  of  the 
laws  is.  In  no  inrtance,  a  Justification  upon 
equitable  principles  ?— for  truth  and  justice 
should  have  the  preference  over  a  R<mian  prov- 
erb. The  committee  have  sufficient  evMenre, 
fk-om  their  inquiries  among  the  prwonere,  that 
there  is  often  an  extreme  ignorance,  notcmly  of 
the  crime  committed,  and  of  its  influence  upon 
society,  but  of  the  time  for  which  the  sentence 
was  passed,  and  the  sum  of  costs,  which,  in 
many  cases,  was  claimed  as  the  only  charge 
for  sending  the  Individual  to  Prison.  Igno- 
rance, in  such  instances,  is  a  heavier  charge  U> 
the  public  than  a  sufficient  educatien,  whicli 
would  withdraw  the  individual  very  much  from 
the  operations  of  these  oppressive  acta,  without 
referring  to  the  absolute  interest  which  every 
state  has  in  the  intellectual  and  psactieal  im- 
provement of  its  citizens. 

It  becomes  the  duty  of  the  legialatare  to  re- 
gard carefhlly  those  great  primaplaa  ef  emr  tamg- 
which,  among  all  nations,  and  in  every  age, 
have  actuated  mankind:  and  to  investigate  Uie 
causes  of  action  which  regulate  our  natural 
character,  and  allbct  so  materially  oar  happi- 
ness in  this  life.  The  arrangementa  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  laws,  it  u  now  oonceded,  in- 
fluence, largelv,  the  condition  of  the  people; 
and  we  have,  ui  so  many  historical  instances, 
witnessed  there-action  of  iigustice and  <qipfee- 
sion,  that  it  becomes  manifest  that  all  ovr  in- 
terests are  Involved  in  preventing,  contJoHing 
and  amending  abuses.  In  our  country,  where 
the  principles  of  law  are  designed  to  be  ad- 
ministered with  reference  to  the  individual  ob- 
ligations and  rights  of  each  citixen  in  the  state, 
it  is  a  matter  oftbe  highest  moment  that  every 
exertion  should  be  made,  which  it  is  In  the 
power  of  those  who  enaot  laws,  to  contrive, 
to  overcome  the  evils  which  poverty,  crime, 
misery  and  disease  engendar  in  society. 

That  the  physical  condi  tion  aJlecta  the  moral 
character,  there  can  be  no  w  no  doabt.  as  well  at 
of  the  reverse  reaction.  It  has  been  wkneesed  m 


acres,  containing  a  hospital  for  the  sick,   a    European  revolutions,  tliat  the  inorant  and 
3hildren*s  asylum,  and   varloua   work-«bops.    baac  have  avenged  their  degradanon  upon  the 
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wiae  and  the  virtuous,  at  well  at  upon  the  de- 
spotic and  the  opprewor.  We  may  obaerve, 
that  the  expense  Incurred  to  modify  evils,  when 
Chey  do  occur,  is  always  lessened  by  Judicious 
anticipations. 

WhUe  the  committee  are  prepared  to  propose 
a  legislative  enactment  for  an  increased  sup- 
ply of  provisions  and  comforts,  for  the  untrud 
prisoners  and  debtart  whom  tiie  safety  of  so- 
ciety and  the  welAire  of  the  state  may  require 
to  be  confined,  and  to  place  such  persons  at 
least  upon  an  equal  position  with  the  eottvietSf 
it  must  also  be  arranged  that  the  improvements 
sQgsested  should  not  increase  the  disposition 
or  facilities  to  misuse  the  public  revenue,  by 
encouraging  idleness  and  profligacy:  for  it  is 
thought  that  an  improvement  of  the  diet  of  the 
prisoners  by  law,  would  largely  augment  the 
amount  of  committals,  so  long  as  the  magis- 
tntee  have  the  power  to  send  such  a  multitude 
of  minor  ofiTenders  to  Jail^  their  e««t». 

UMneeesMry  deUtjfg  of  justice  cause  a  real  in- 
jury to  the  prisoner ;  in  some  instances  greater 
than  the  offence  he  has  committed  against  so- 
ciety. Some  of  our  laws  bear  particularly 
hard  against  the  indostrious  poor;  many  of 
them  originated  in  the  most  illiberal,  despotic, 
or  profligate  periods  of  Roman  and  English  his- 
tory i  and  we  may  allege,  that  enactments  made 
at  the  termination  of  the  civil  wars  of  Great 
Britain,  when  political  and  religious  dissensions 
had  exasperated  all  parties  in  the  state,  an  not 
adapted  to  the  present  condition  of  society,  nor 
to  the  institutions  of  this  state.  Such  are  the 
laws  which  affect  the  minor  criminals,  and  the 
authority  which  magistrates  exercise,  in  many 
instances,  over  the  unfortunate.*  The  late  act 
of  Assembly  which  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  aldermen  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
makes  no  alteration  in  the  laws  which  regulate 
their  actions ;  and  even  good  magistrates  can- 
not iteil  administer  bad  laws. 

The  intemperate  form  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  prisoners  who  are  committed  to  the  Jail, 
that  a  remark  upon  their  condition  naturally 
suggests  itself.  Intemperance  does  not  appear 
to  be  justly  an  aggravation  of  crime  in  att  cases, 
but  to  rttMt  in  many  from  disease,  misfortune, 
•evere  trials,  and  distress.  The  habit,  once 
contracted^  becomes  so  flrmly  establishea.  that 
aid  beyond  the  volition  of  the  diseased  individ- 
ual appears  requisite  for  reformation  j  and  in- 
stances have  been  known  where  confinement 
has  been  requested  by  these  who  felt  their  in- 
capacity to  resist  the  powerful  instigations  of 
the  stomach.  In  some  persons,  this  state  of 
desire  for  intocicating  liquors,  is  so  nearly  al- 
lied to  temporary  insanity,  that  we  scarcely 
know  how  to  discriminate  them;  and  when 
we  recollect  that  eminent  physicians  have  de- 
clared "the  desire  to  drink  strong  liquors  is 
hereditary f"  we  are  equally  at  a  loss  to  distin- 

£ish  the  line  of  voluntary  and  involuntary  of- 
ace.  In  making  this  observation,  we  do  not 
attempt  to  vindicate  intemperance ;  but  rather 
hope  that  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  we  have 
mentioned,  may  cause  the  exercise  of  a  moral 
restraint  in  those  whose  affection  for  their  off- 
spring still  maintains  its  natural  and  designed 
influence. 


*  Fran  tkt  rapoC  of  tba  tmmty  comminlaiwn  far  tbs 
jMi  ]8SB,  it  appaui  that  tba  amotint  eiuuf«d  to  tha  HottM 
of  CbtT«dbm,  for  tlM  wpport,  alooe,  of  vafnnta 
and  unkiad  priaonart,  wu ^t^iMO  81 

To  the  ^abcora*  apaitmeat.  fcr  tha  rappoct  of 
poor  daUontwad  the  kaepef*aMlai7 I,M8  M 


To 


SIS  to  ba  addad 
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Th6  committee  consider  one  object  very  ne- 
cessary to  be  stated^  that,  whenever  it  is  essen- 
tial to  restrain  the  liberty,  there  should  alwavs 
be  afforded  the  means  of  industry  to  the  pris- 
oner. If  a  prisoner,  who  was  innocent  and 
poor,  had  credited  to  hiih  the  proceeds  of  his 
labor  while  in  Jail  awaiting  his  trial,  he  would 
be  less  destitute  when  discharged,  and  both  he 
and  the  public  would  reap  the  benefit  of  such 
a  provision :  if  found  guilty,  the  county  would 
be  advantaged,  and  Uie  time  of  conlinement 
before  trial  mi|^t  be  deducted  nom  the  term  of 
the  sentence.  Those  who  were  guilty  would 
not,  it  is  thought,  generally,  object  to  work,  if 
able,  because  the  refhsal  to  do  so  might  appear 
a  presnmptlve  evidence  of  guilt. 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  believe  there 
are  causes  connected  with  the  moral  and  phys- 
ical deficiencies  of  a  large  body  of  the  poor, 
and  the  ignorant,  which  will  require  the  assist- 
ance cif  general  aeeietf  to  regulate.  There  are 
others  In  the  character  of  some  of  our  laws,  as 
well  as  in  their  mode  of  administration,  affect- 
ing disadvantageously  the  poorer  portions  of 
the  community,  whicn  peculiarly  expose  them 
at  all  times  to  the  influence  of  epidemic  disMse, 
and  unduly  increase  the  number  who  tenant 
the  Jails. 


R. 

AboiUh  Imprisonment  for  Debt.  December 
15,  I83S,  reprinted  by  Order  of  the  House 
of  RepreserUatives. 

Jahuabv  17, 18391 

JIfr.  R,  M.  Jekuonj  from  tke  select  eemwattee,  to 
wJdck  the  stAjeet  had  been  r^irred^  made  the 
fottewiiig  Repirt . — 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  io 
much  of  the  message  of  the  president  of  tlie 
United  States  as  respects  imprisonment  for 
debt,  report. 

That,  acting  under  a  constitution  of  limited 
powers,  delegated  by  the  people  of  the  several 
states,  an  act  of  Congress  to  abolisk  imprisen- 
ment/or  debt  can  have  effect  only  In  cases  be- 
longing to  the  federal  courts.  The  primary  anil 
only  legitimate  object  of  government  is,  to 
secure  to  each  individual  the  enjoyment  of  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  These 
cannot  be  forfeited  without  crime.  It  Is  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  liberty,  that  crime 
should  be  defined,  and  its  punishment  deter- 
mined by  law.  To  protect  the  citizen  from 
Beta  of  tyranny,  the  constitution  secures,  in 
all  caaes,  to  the  accused,  the  right  of  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury.  The  violation  of  this  principle 
is  the  essence  of  despotism.  If  insolvency  is 
IVaud,  and  if  that  IVaud  is  a  crime  which  Justly 
deprives  the  insolvent  of  his  liberty,  the  law 
should  define  it  as  such,  and  fix  its  punishment. 
The  trial  should  be,  like  that  of  other  crimes, 
by  an  impartial  jury,  in  the  state  and  district 
where  the  crime  is  committed  :  and  the  pun- 
ishment should  be  pronouncea  by  the  court, 
subject,  as  in  other  convictions,  to  the  pardon- 
ing power  in  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
In  the  punishment  of  debtors,  all  these  sacred 
principles  are  subverted.  The  citizen  is  d»- 
privea  of  his  liberty,  without  the  accusation  of 
a  crime,  without  a  criminal  prosecution,  and 
without  a  Jury  to  decide  upon  Us  guilt;  and 
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bis  pnnbhnient  la  sabmitted  tq  the  sole  db- 
cretion  of  an  individual  creditor. 

In  all  the  catalogue  of  hunsan  crimes,  there 
la  none  which  more  imperiously  requires  defi- 
nition than  that  of  fraud.  To  punish  a  crime 
which  is  not  well  defined  by  law,  is  always 
more  injurious  to  society,  because  of  the  abuse 
of  power  to  which  it  subjects  the  accused,  than 
to  suffer  it  with  impunity.  Why  does  not  the 
law  define  and  punish  in|7atitude,  a  crime 
which  is  marked  with  uuiyersal  execration? 
Because  of  the  difficulty  of  giving  to  it  such  a 
precise  definition  as  would  separate  the  inno- 
cent from  the  guUty.  By  omitting  to  punish 
this  vice,  we  avoid  a  greater  evil.  So,  In  abol- 
ishing imprisonment  for  debt,  absolutely  and 
without  condition  or  reservation,  we  shall  avoid 
an  evil  infinitely  greater  than  can  be  obviated 
by  any  restriction.  Our  constitution  denounces 
privileged  orders.  The  warning  voice  of  his- 
tory, iMsaring,  like  peals  of  thunder,  the  cries 
of  the  oppressed  fkt>m  ancient  and  modem  na- 
tions where  these  orders  have  existed,  and  sUU 
exist,  demanded  this  security  for  the  citizens 
of  our  own  country.  But  to  give  to  the  cred- 
itor. In  any  case  whatever,  power  over  the 
body  of  his  debtor,  is  a  violation  of  this  princi- 
ple. It  subjects  tlie  liberty  of  the  great  mass 
of  our  most  useAil,  because  most  enterprising 
and  industrious  citizens,  to  the  caprice,  the 
vengeance,  or  forbearance,  of  the  wealthy  and 
the  more  fortunate.  Why  do  we  reprobate  the 
act  which  crowded  so  many  human  beings  in 
the  black  hole  of  Calcutta,  where  mortal  pes- 
tilence was  inhaled  ttom  the  infected  atmos- 
{ihere  f  Because  it  was  an  act  of  cruelty }  and 
t  Is  the  same  abhorrence  that  elicits  this  pop- 
ular cry.  which  has  become  almost  universal, 
anlnst  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Yet  legislatora,  the  majority  of  whom  have 
genenfdly  been  of  the  wealthier  class,  or,  at 
least,  Ave  from. pecuniary  difficulties,  nave  so 
complicated  the  system,  Uiat  it  has  become  in- 
volved in  a  labyrinth  of  mystery ;  and,  to  secure 
Its  existence,  they  have  surrounded  it  with 
such  dark  suspicions  of  fraud,  that  the  subject 
can  scarcely  be  approached  without  embar- 
rassment. Thus,  like  all  other  systems  of  des- 
potism, it  has  Imposed  upon  the  minds  of  men, 
with  some  shadow  of  plausibility,  the  idea  or 
necessity ;  till,  by  long  habit,  they  have  grad- 
ually become,  In  some  degree,  reconciled  to 
the  on>res8ion.  The  victim  is  cut  off  flrom  so- 
eiety  :  and  because  he  pines  in  solitude,  where 
his  miseries  are  not  seen,  nor  his  complaints 
heard,  his  case  is  passed  over  as  an  instance 
of  Individual  misfortune,  for  which  there  is  no 
remedy,  and  whicli  is  scarcely  worthv  of  ob- 
servation. But  if  all  of  these  victims  of  oppres- 
sion were  presented  to  our  view  in  one  con- 
gregated mass,  with  all  the  train  of  wives, 
children,  and  friends,  Involved  in  the  same 
ruin,  they  would  exhibit  a  spectacle  at  which 
humanity  would  shudder.  It  was  a  remark  of 
one  of  the  sages  of  antiquity,  that  the  best  gov- 
ernment is  that  where  an  Injury  to  one  citizen 
is  resented  as  an  ii^uryto  the  whole.  1/iere, 
in  our  own  free  and  happy  country,  many 
thousands  of  our  fellow  cituens  are  siiflfering 
annually  the  deepest  iiOnry.  Children  are  de- 
prived of  their  natural  guardians,  flunllles  of 
their  support,  and  freemen  of  their  liberty,  by 
a  remnant  of  barbarism,  which  requires  nothing 
but  the  voice  of  legislation  to  blot  it  out  forever. 
From  the  eariiest  dawn  of  civilisation,  It  has 
been  a  subject  of  the  severest  censure,  and  of 
the  most  unqualified  denunciation. 

But  history  teaehee  us  that  men,  accustomed 
to  bondage,  may  contract  a  fondness  for  the 
ebains  that  bind  them.  The  sul^ects  of  mon- 
■Khs  become  attached  to  thehr  aristocratic 
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establishments,  and  are  hardly  persoaded  to 
foreoo  the  splendors  of  royalty  for  the  simplici- 
ty of  republican  Kovernraent.  So  in  rriatfam 
to  this  vestige  of  despotism  amoncst  us :  tba 
most  obstinate  prejudices  are  enlMe4  in 
favor,  sustained  by  all  the  cupidity  of 
minds.  The  injustice  and  cnielty  of  the 
tern  are  generally  conceded;  bat  the  w..«. 
heads  ana  purest  hearts  have  found  such  iassr- 
mountable  difficulties  in  devising  m  remedy^ 
which  win  at  once  eradicate  tl^  evil,  aaa 
guard  against  imaginary  dangers,  that  the  pnm- 
ervation  of  personal  liberty  must  be  regairded 
as  hopeless,  upon  any  other  principle  tluui  that 
of  the  total  and  absolute  abollti<m  of  iBprisos* 
ment  for  debt.  For  ages  past,  the  «^ffiiwH*q 
rights  of  humanity  have  been  violated  upon 
the  pretext  that.  In  some  cases,  fraud  may  ex- 
ist, and  to  such  a  degree  as  may  justly  deprive 
a  citizen  of  his  liMrty.  The  committer  am 
aware  that  such  cases  may  exirt;  but  caa  there 
be  no  other  remedy  provided  than  that  of  sob- 
mittin^  it  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  creditor* 
to  Danish,  at  discretion,  the  innocent  and  the 
guutv?  S^all  ninety-nine  innocent  victiBa 
of  misfortune  be  cut  off  from  their  fhmilies  aad 
the  worid,  that  one  fraudulent  debtor  way  be 
punished  without  trial,  and  withoit  proof  of 
guilt?  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  whole  spirit 
of  our  institutions  to  urge,  as  argOBcnts  Im 
fovor  of  the  system,  that  creditors  are  seldom 
vUidictive  against  honest  debtors ;  or  that 
fraudulent  dobton  are  more  nomeroos  than 
cruel  credlton ;  or  that  public  sentiment  will 
correct  the  disposition  to  act  with  severity. 

The  facts  are  often  the  reverse.  Creditors 
are  often  relentless.  It  is  doubtftil  whether 
fraud  is  not  as  common  on  the  part  of  the  cred- 
itor as  on  that  of  the  debtor,  (end  emtltjf  mert 
commam  tAoa  eiCAer,)  and  public  sentiment  has 
but  little  Influence  over  an  avaricloos  mind. 
The  system  originated  in  cupidity.  It  Is  a ccm- 
flrmation  of  power  in  the  few  afainat  the 
many ;  the  fortunate  against  the  onfortnnate ; 
the  patrician  against  the  plebeian  ;  and  H  is 
doubtftal  whether  that  ctvilised  community 
ever  existed,  which  would  tolerate  this  system, 
if  the  sentiments  of  all  could  be  known  aM 
fhithfolly  represented.  But  we  learn,  from 
long  habit,  to  endure,  and  even  to  advocate, 
what  becomes  most  execrable  to  us  when  the 
fetter  is  broken.  So  long  as  a  scditarv  benefit 
is  known  to  result  from  any  established  ros- 
tom,  however  oppressive  or  absurd  in  its  gen- 
eral tendency,  still  there  is  a  retnetance  to 
change.  The  Spanish  inquisition,  now  the 
abhorrence  of  all  enlightened  minds,  was  long 
sustained  In  many  countries,  by  the  tyrant^ 
plea  of  %u4**itM  for  restraining  vice ;  and  its 
cruelties  were  long  tolerated,  upon  the  princi- 

ge  that  some  solitaxy  benefit  mi^t  result, 
ven  In  this  country,  and  to  the  present  day, 
the  force  of  ancient  prejudice  is  so  strong,  that 
persons  are  found  who  are  fearfril  for  the 
Interest  of  religion,  if  undefined  and  unpro- 
tected by  legislative  acts ;  and,  in  suraort  of 
the  principle,  some  instance  may  be  cited  in 
which  this  interference  may  have  restrained 
licentiousness. 

In  the  burning  a  thousand  heretics  the  worl^ 
may  have  been  delivered  from  one  dangerrjos 
clticen.  In  the  destruction  of  a  tboosand  sor- 
cerers, convicted  cf  witchcraft,  one  kaavt  may 
have  perished.  The  benefit  of  derg^,  which 
secured  from  capital  punishment,  for  petty  of' 
fences,  all  who  could  read  and  vrite,  while 
the  more  Ignorant  were  doomed  t'^death  for  the 
same  crimes,  may  have  saved  94m*  naefril  lirvs, 
when  a  milder  and  more  eqi^kaMe  administra- 
tion of  Justice  would  have  saved  mmtj.  A 
despot,  clothed  with  unlUdted  pow«r,  goven- 
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Ins  wttiioQt  Uw,  mzj  have  pnnfsbed  loine 
oDend«n,  wbo  would  nave  escaped  under  our 
republican  institutiont. 

AH  these  cruelties  have  been  lenllzed  ;  and, 
while  Ueedinc  humanity  was  sinking  under 
the  burthen  or  oppression,  the  few  instances 
of  apparent  benefit  sustained  the  whole  system 
of  tyranny ;  and  the  world  became  so  recon- 
ciled to  the  bondage,  that  every  reformation 
has  been  effected  by  violence,  and  toil,  and 
blood.     Of  a  similar  character  is  this  remain- 
ing veetige  of  barbarism,  which   dpoms  the 
victim  of  misfortune  to  the  culprit's  destiny. 
It  is  sustained  upon  the  same  principle.    In 
the  imprisonment  of  a  hundred  debtors,  one 
mav  have  deserved  the  punishment  for  fraud ; 
and  in  this  solitary  case  of  Just  retribution, 
the  cries  of  the  ninety>nine  innocent  sufferers 
are  unheard  or  onrecarded.    The  obligation  of 
a  contract  la  sacred.    The  committee  would 
not  recommend  a  measure  calculated  to  impair 
it.    7*he  property  of  the  debtor  is  made  liable 
for  Its  discharge,  In  all  well-regulated  societies, 
with  such  reservations  as  are  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  sovereign  power,  such  as  giving 
immediate  relief  to  the  wile   and   children, 
together  with  such  implements  as  wiU  enable 
the  husbahdman  and  mechanic  to  pursue  their 
oaefnl   vocations.      These  reservations   were 
made  in  the  early  ages  of  the  Grecian  repnb- 
lies;  and  the  principle  has  been  held  sacred 
by  municipal  law,  by  common  law,  by  civil 
law.    It  ie  a  regulation  which  the  prosperity  of 
the  eonmonwealth  requires,  because  industry 
is  the  life  of  the  country. 

A  nation  may  exist  without  professional  men, 
without  a  moneyed  capital ;  but  it  cannot  ex- 
ist. In  a  civilized  Mate,  without  agriculturists 
and  artisans.  But  it  is  of  little  avaii  to  reserve 
their  implements  of  labor,  and  imprison  their 
persona.  The  state  sustains  a  loss,  the  fkmi- 
lies  are  ruined,  and  the  creditors  are  not  bene- 
fited. When  the  effi^cts  of  the  debtor  are  ex- 
hausted, and  his  debts  remain  unliquidated, 
the  world  has  been  divided  in  sentiment  as  to 
the  extent  of  a  pecuniary  obligation  against 
the  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor.  In  ancient 
Greece,  the  power  of  creditors  over  the  persons 
of  their  debtors  was  absolute ;  and,  as  in  all 
cases  where  despotic  control  is  tolerated,  their 
capacity  was  boundless.  They  compelled  the 
insolvent  debtors  to  cultivate  their  lands  like 
cattle,  to  perform  the  service  of  beasts  of  bur- 
then, and  to  transfer  to  them  their  sons  and 
dauihters,  whom  they  exported  as  slaves  to 
foreign  countries. 

These  acts  of  cruelty  were  tolerated  in  Athens 
during  her  more  barbarous  state,  and  in  per- 
fect consonance  with  the  character  of  a  people 
who  could  elevate  a  Draco,  and  bow  to  his 
mandates  registered  in  blood.  But  the  wisdom 
of  Solon  corrected  the  evil.  Athens  felt  the 
benefit  of  the  reform,  and  the  pen  of  the  his- 
torian lias  recorded  the  name  of  her  lawgiver, 
as  the  benefactor  of  man.  In  ancient  Rome, 
Che  condition  of  the  unfortunate  poor  was  still 
more  abject.  The  cruelty  of  the  Twelve  Tables 
against  insolvent  debtors  should  be  held  up  as 
a  beacon  of  warning  to  all  modem  nations. 
After  Judgment  was  obtained,  thirty  days  of 
grace  were  allowed  before  a  Roman  was  de- 
Uvered  into  the  power  of  his  creditor.  After 
this  period,  he  was  retained  in  a  private  prison, 
with  13  ounces  of  rice  for  his  daily  sustenance. 
He  might  be  bound  with  a  chain  of  15  pounds 
weii^t ;  and  his  misery  was  three  times  ex- 
posed in  the  market  place,  to  excite  the  com- 
passion of  his  friends.  At  the  expiration  of 
sixty  days,  the  debt  was  discharged  by  the  loss 
of  Hber^  or  life.  The  insolvent  debtor  was 
either  imt  to  death  or  sold  in  foreign  slavery 
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beyond  the  Tiber.    Bat  if  aeveral  crediton 
were  alike  obstinate    and  unrelenting,   they 
mi^bt  legally  dismember  his  body,  and  satiate 
their  revenge  by  this  horrid  partition.    Though 
the  refinements  of  modern  criticisms  have  en* 
deavored  to  divest  this  ancient  cruelty  of  ity 
horrors,  the  fUthftil  Gibbon,  who  is  not  re- 
markable for  his  ptutiality  to  the  poorer  class, 
preferring  the  liberal  sense  of  antiouity.  draws 
this  dark  picture  of  the  efieet  of  giving  the 
creditor  power  over  the  person  of  the  debtor* 
No  sooner  was  the  Roman  empire  subverted, 
than  the  delusion  of  Roman  perfbetion  began 
to  vanish  ;  and  then  the  absurdity  and  cruelty 
of  this  system  began  to  be  exploded  :  a  system 
which  convulsed  Greece  and  Rome,  and  filled 
the  world  with  misery,  and  without  one  re- 
deeming benefit,  coola  no  longer  be  endured  f 
and,  to  the  honor  of  humanity,  for  about  one 
thousand  years,  during  the  middle  ages,  im- 
prisonment for  debt  was  generally  abolished. 
They  seemed    to  have  underatooid  what,  ii» 
more  modem  times,  we  are  less  ready  to  com- 
prehend—that power,  in  any  degree,  over  th» 
person  of  the  debtor,  is  the  same  in  principle, 
varying  only  in  degree,  whether  it  be  to  im- 
prison, to  enslave,  to  bmnd,  to  dismember,  or 
to  divide  his  body.    But  as  the  lapae  of  time 
removed  to  a  grehter  dlsCaaoe  the  craeltie* 
which  had  been  suffered,  the  cupidity  of  th» 
affluent  found  means  again  to  Introduce  th» 
system ;  but  by  such  slow  gradatloiM  that  the 
unsuspecting  poor  were  scarcely  conscious  of 
the  change.    The  history  of  English  Jurispra- 
dence  furnishes  the  remarkable  ihct,  that,  for 
many  centuries,  personal  liberty  could  not  b» 
violated  for  debt.     Property  alone  could  b« 
taken  to  satisfy  a  pecuniary  demand.    It  waa 
pot  until  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  in  the  thir- 
teenth century,  that  the  principle  of  imprison* 
ment  for  debt  was  recognised  in  the  land  of 
our  anceston,  and  that  was  in  fkvor  of  the 
barons  alone;   the  nobility  against  their  baU 
lifi,  who  had  received  their  rents,  and  had  ap> 
propriated  them  to  their  own  use.    Here  waa 
the  shadow  of  a  pretext.    The  great  objection 
to  the  punishment  was,  that  it  was  inflicted  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  baron^  wUhomt  a  trial — an 
evil  incident  to  aristocracies,  but  obnoxious  to 
republics.    The  courts,  under  the  pretext  of 
imputed  crime,  or  constructive  violence  on  the 
part  of  the  debtor,  soon  began  to  extend  the 
principle,  but  without  legislative  sanction.    In 
the  Uth  year  of  the  reixn  of  Edward  J.,  the  im- 
mediate successor  of  Henry,  the  right  of  iin- 
Srisoning  debtora  was  extended  to  merchanta— 
ewish  merchants   excepted,  on   account  of 
their  heterodoxy  in  religion — and  was  exercised 
with  great  severity.    This  extension  was  an 
net  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  monareh.    The 
ascendency  obtained  by  the  barons  menaced 
the  power  of  the  throne ;  and,  to  counteract 
their  influence,  the  merchants,  a  numerous  and 
wealthy  class,  were  selected  by  the  monareh, 
and  invested  with  the  same  authority  over  their 
debtors.    But  England  was  not  yet  prepared 
for  the  yoke.    She  could  endure  a  hereditary 
nobility ;  she  could  tolerate  a  monarchy ;  but 
she  could  not  yet  resign  her  unfortunate  sons, 
indiscriminately,  to  the  Prison.  The  barons  and 
the  merchants  had  gained  tiie  power  over  their 
victims ;  yet  more  than  60  yeara  elapsed  before 
Parliament  dared  to  venture  another  act  recog- 
nizing the  principle.    During  this  period,  im- 
prisonment for  debt  bad,  in  some  degree,  lost 
Its  novelty.    The  incarceration  of.the  debtor 
began  to  make  the  impression  that  fraud,  and 
not  misfortune,  had  brought  on  his  catastrophe, 
and  that  he  was,  therefore,  unworthy  of  the 
protection  of  the  law,  and  too  degraded  fur  the 
society  of  the  world.  Parliament  then  ventured, 
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in  the  reign  of  Edward  m.,  in  the  14th  cen- 
taiT.  to  extend  the  principle  to  two  other  eaaes 
— deot  and  detinue.  Thu  measure  opened  the 
door  for  the  impositionii  which  were  gradually 
introduced  by  Judicial  ufurpation,  and  have 
resulted  in  the  most  cruel  oppression.  Parlia- 
ment, for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after- 
wards, did  not  venture  to  outrage  the  senti- 
ments of  an  injured  and  indiniant  people,  by 
extending  the  power  to  ordinary  crediu»*. 
But  they  had  laid  the  foundation,  and  an  irre- 
sponsible iudiciaiy  reared  the  superstructure. 
From  the  84th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
to  the  19th  of  Henry  VIII.  the  subject  slum- 
bered in  Parliament.  In  the  mean  time,  all 
the  ingenuity  of  the  courts  was  employed,  by 
the  introduction  of  artificial  forms  and  legal 
fictions,  to  extend  the  power  of  imprisonment 
for  debt  In  cases  not  provided  for  by  statute. 
The  Jnrisd'.ction  of  the  court  called  the  King's 
Bench,  tixteads  to  all  crimes  or  disturbances 
against  the  peace.  Under  this  court  of  crim- 
inal Jurisdiction,  the  debtor  was  arrested  by 
what  was  called  the  writ  of  Middlesex,  upon  a 
supposed  trespass  or  outrate  against  the  peace 
and  dimity  of  the  crown.  Thus,  bv  a  fictitious 
construction,  the  person  who  owed  his  neigh- 
bor was  supposed  to  be,  what  every  one  knew 
him  not  to  oe,  a  vlolater  of  the  peace,  and  an 
offender  amlnst  the  dignity  of  the  crown ;  and 
while  his  Dody  was  held  in  custody  for  this 
crime,  he  was  proceeded  against  in  a  civil  ac- 
tion, for  which  he  was  not  liable  to  arrest  un- 
der statute.  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  extended  to  civil  actions  arising 
between  individuals  upon  private  transactions. 
To  sustain  its  importance  upon  a  scale  equal 
with  that  of  its  rival,  this  court  also  adopted 
Its  fictions,  and  extended  its  power  upon  arti- 
ficial construction,  quite  as  fltr  beyond  its 
statutory  prerogative ;  arid  upon  the  fictitious 
plea  of  trespass,  constituting  a  legal  supposi- 
tion of  outrage  against  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, authorized  the  writ  of  capias,  and  subse- 
quent imprisonment,  in  cases  where  a  sum- 
mons only  was  warranted  by  law.  The  court 
of  exchequer  was  designed  to  protect  the 
king's  revenue,  and  had  no  legal  Jurisdiction, 
except  In  cases  of  debtors  to  the  public.  The 
ingenuity  of  this  court  found  means  to  extend 
its  Jurisdiction  to  all  cases  of  debt  between 
individuals,  upon  the  fictitious  plea  that  the 
plaintiff,  wno  instituted  the  suit,  was  a  debtor 
to  the  king,  and  rendered  the  less  able  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  by  the  defkultof  the  defendant. 
Upon  this  artificial  pretext,  that  the  defendant 
was  debtor  to  the  king's  aebtor,  the  Court  of 
Excheouer,  to  secure  the  king's  revenue, 
usurpea  the  power  of  arraigning  and  imprison- 
ing debtors  of  every  description.  Thus  these 
rival  courts,  each  ambitious  to  sustain  its  rela- 
tive importance,  and  extend  its  Jurisdiction, 
introduced,  as  legal  fitcts,  the  most  palpable 
fictions,  and  sustained  the  most  absurd  sole- 
cisms as  lesal  syllogisms. 

Where  the  person  of  the  debtor  was,  by 
statute,  held  sacred,  the  courts  devised  the 
means  of  construing  the  demand  of  n  debt  into 
the  supposition  of  a  crime,  for  which  he  was 
subject  to  arrest  on  mesne  process;  and  the 
evidence  of  debt.  Into  the  conviction  of  a  crime 
asainst  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  for  which  he 
was  deprived  of  his  liberty  at  tlie  pleasure  of 
the  offended  party.  These  practirea  of  the 
courts  obtained  by  regular  gradation.  Each 
net  of  usurpation  was  a  precedent  for  similar 
outrages,  until  the  system  became  general,  and 
at  length  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
The  spirit  of  avarice  finally  gained  a  complete 
triumph  over  personal  liberty.  The  sacred 
claims  of  misfortune  were  disregarded,  and   to 


the  iron  grasp  of  poverty  were  added  the  de- 
cradation  or  infomy  and  the  misery  of  the 
dungeon. 

Parliament  appeared  sometlmea  to  reW-ct, 
and  made  several  efforts  to  correct  the  aML-e<! ; 
but  the  influence  of  creditors,  and  the  pon  <rr 
of  the  courts,  wore  too  formidable  fur  Partiv 
meat  itself;  and  while  a  vestige  of  the  systeni 
remains,  the  oppression  will  never  terminal* . 
The  time  was.  when  personal  liberty  in  Kns- 
land  was  so  highly  valued,  that,  before  the  in- 
stitution of  a  suit  axainst  an  iadividnal,  the 
plaintiff  was  required  to  give  real  and  rv»pon- 
sible  pledges  to  prosecute  the  suit  with  efit^rt ; 
and  if  the  action  proved  to  be  groundlese,  i>r 
malicious,  he  was  subjected  to  damage*.  But, 
ultimately,  the  courts,  without  the  authoniy 
of  statute,  broke  this  common  law  barrier 
aeainst  oppression,  and  for  real  pledges  sub- 
stituted fictitious  names,  as  John  Dmt  oai 
RieMard  Rot;  while,  upon  the  mere  snggeslioa 
or  oath  of  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  may  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned  before  debc  is  pnwre, 
unless  he  can  procure  bail.for  hie  f^tpcaraare. 
Thus  was  the  whole  artifice  of  the  learaed 
benches  of  England,  with  all  the  antterity  of 
the  aristocracy,  employed  for  centories,  to  in- 
troduce, by  the  most  gradual  roeasuree,  iai- 
prisonment  for  debt,  even  before  a  people,  ac- 
customed to  all  the  abuses  of  hereditary  power, 
could  be  brought  under  its  control.  Bint  when 
it  was  established,  our  ancestors,  with  tlw 
whole  system  of  British  Jurispmdenc«,  hroacht 
it  with  them  to  this  new  wortd.  It  has  been 
long  endured,  and  its  miseries  have  been  ex- 
tensively felt.  It  is  this  day  depriving  oer 
country  of  the  Industiy  of  many  of  her  ciciaeas, 
and  carrying  distress  into  their  numenMa  fiua- 
ilies.  But  there  is  evidently  a  spirit  of  refor- 
mation awakened  in  the  public  mind,  and  the 
redeeming  voice  of  the  people  demands  the 
change. 

Public  sentiment,  like  the  geneial  tendency 
of  our  laws,  is  in  favor  of  the  unfoitunate 
debtor.  It  speaks  for  liberty,  and  gives  it  an 
estimate  above  the  value  of  gold.  If  there  is 
a  country  on  earth  in  which  personal  llbeity  has 
a  claim  to  the  protection  of  the  law,paraiiiottBt  to 
every  other  claim,  it  is  found  on  these  western 
shores.  But  while  the  body,  ««d«r  eay  drcmw^ 
stoncw,  is  liable  to  arrest  on  mesne  process,  or 
after  Judgment  is  obtained,  whether  to  coerce 
a  surrender  of  property,  or  to  punish  for  nral 
insolvency,  there  is  no  security  for  liberty. 
Till  the  destinies  of  fortune  shall  be  subject  to 
human  control,  no  citizen,  however meritoriooii, 
is  certain  to  close  his  days  without  being  im- 
mured in  the  walls  of  a  Prison.  If  stolen 
goods  are  secreted,  the  oath  of  soiipicion  is 
necessary  to  procure  a  search  warrant;  and 
then  the  person  suspected  is  firee  fnun  arrest 
till  the  property  is  found  in  his  possessioa. 
Bat  in  case  of  debt,  the  person  is  liable  to  be 
arrested,  and  to  be  held  in  custody,  even  under 
the  mildest  insolvent  laws,  till  the  debtor  sbali, 
on  oath,  make  a  surrender  of  his  effecu.  Tbe 
plea  of  necessary  coercion  fumtsbes  a  pour 
apology.  Man.  held  in  confinement  for  one 
hour,  by  the  lawful  authority  of  his  fellow 
citizen,  is  degraded  in  the  estimation  of  soci- 
ety, and  is  liable  to  loee  respect  for  himself. 
The  spirit  of  fteedom,  which  achieved,  aod 
which  still  sustains,  our  independence,  is 
broken  ;  and  he  often  sinks  Into  a  state  of  ruin- 
ous despondency, or  is  urged  on  to  acts  ol'de«per> 
ation.  The  only  safe  course  is,  to  destroy  the 
capias  ad  satisfliciendum,  the  writ  which  takes 
the  body  upon  a  Judgment,  and,  as  experience 
may  point  the  necessity  of  other  meaaores  te 
secure  the  surrender  of  the  property,  time  will 
perfect  them.     The  power  of  the  state  legis- 


131 


EIGHTH  BIPOKT — 1633. 


211 


latnrea  is  ample,  and  they  will  not  fUl  to  pro- 
vide the  remedy  ;  and  the  committee  believe  it 
will  be  most  wise  to  leave  that  power  with  the 
■tatee.  Whatever  may  be  the  theory  of  legbh 
latioD,  the  true  character  of  a  system  is  demon- 
strated by  its  effects.  If  it  renders  society 
more  free  and  happy,  it  should  be  retained; 
bat  if  it  augments  the  safferings  of  the  com- 
munity, without  producing  benefits  which  will 
more  than  countervail  the  evils,  it  oacht  to  be 
abandoned.  The  spurious  origin  of  this  sys- 
tem is  not  the  leading  point  on  which  the 
committee  would  dwell— nor  even  the  gener- 
oos  sympathies  which  its  victims  excite.  Its 
mioous  consequences  to  society,  without  ben- 
efit even  to  the  creditor^  show  the  necessity  of 
iu  abolition. 

The  power  of  the  creditor  is  generally  ex- 
erted under  feelings  of  irritation,  and  to  satiate 
a  spirit  of  revenge.  The  American  citizen, 
who  has  bled  for  his  country,  or  whose  penury 
has  resulted  from  his  father's  sacrifices  in  the 
csuse  of  independence,  Is  reduced  to  a  condi- 
tion in  which  he  cannot  meet,  with  punctuality, 
the  claims  against  him.    What  Is  the  conse- 

S [Hence  i  From  that  moment  his  liberty  is  for- 
eited  to  the  discretion  of  his  creditor.  His 
Sitriotism,  his  integrity  of  chancter,  avail 
Im  nothing.  If  he  Is  permitted,  in  his  daily 
exercise,  to  pass  the  bounds  of  a  Prison  wall, 
it  is  by  the  forlMsarance  of  another.  He  is  lia- 
ble to  be  held  In  degrading  custody,  even  under 
the  mildest  laws  of  insolvency,  till  he  shall 
have  taken  the  oath  prescribed  -,  and  then,  like 
the  culprit  who  has  received  punishment 
for  his  crime,  he  is  discharged  from  Prison. 
This  is  the  liberty  which  Americans  enjoy  un- 
der the  svstem  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
Even  the  illustrious  Jenerson.  that  patriarch 
of  liberty,  and  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  Mon- 
roe, whose  lives  were  devoted  to  their  country 
in  its  darkest  hours,  enjoyed  their  freedom, 
during  the  shades  of  retirement,  not  by  the 
protection  of  the  law,  but  by  the  forbearance 
of  their  creditora.  A  citizen  cannot,  by  con- 
tnct,  consign  himself  to  bondsge.  He  may  fix 
bis  signet  to  the  indenture  that  purports  to  bind 
him,  but  the  law  will  break  the  fetter.  A  man 
may  forfeit  bis  lioerty  by  the  commission  of 
crime  ■,  the  safety  of  society  may  require  that 
be  shall  be  locked  out  from  the  world ;  but 
the  debtor  is  not  convicted  of  a  crime ;  his  lib- 
erty is  not  dan^rous  to  society ;  yet,  by  tech- 
nical implication,  he  may  be  consigned  to 
Prwon. 

The  slave,  while  he  toils  for  his  master,  con- 
tributes to  the  nation's  wealth,  and  to  the  ben- 
efit uf  society.  The  resources  of  a  nation  con- 
sist principally  in  the  industry  of  its  citizens  j 
and  labor,  by  whatever  hands  performed,  is  a 
contribution  to  the  public  weal.  But  he  who 
pinen  a  day  in  Prison,  drags  out  that  portion  of 
nis  life  in  useless  indolence  ;  starving  in  mis- 
er>')  or  living  upon  another's  labor,  while  soci- 
ety is  deprived  of  his  own.  The  miseries  of 
the  debtors'  Prison  present  a  picture  of  wretch- 
ednras  which  fancy  coula  scarcely  draw. 
These  miseries  are  not  confined  to  the  pris- 
oner's cell.  They  extend,  in  all  their  horror, 
i'^  the  humble  dwelling  of  his  family.  The' 
bmk en-hearted  wife,  surrounded  with  helpless, 
s'ltfcring  children,  weepingfor  the  return  of  an 
anVrtionate  father,  innocent  and  ignorant  of 
the  fell  destiny  which  dooms  them  to  a  state 
nf  untimely  orphanage,  is  driven  to  despond- 
''nry,  and  sometimes  to  acts  of  infamy.  Nor 
in-  the  evil  obviated  by  the  argument,  that  the 
mildness  of  the  insolvent  laws  furnishes  an 
t'^  n'  release  from  confinement.  The  moment 
a  citizen  enten  a  Prison  at  the  command  of  his 


fellow  citizen,  his  mind  is  humbled ;  and  the 
principle  is  tne  same,  whatever  may  be  the 
duration^  whether  it  can  deprive  him  of  his 
liberty  for  a  day,  a  month,  a  year,  or  three- 
score yean  and  ten.  Notwithstanding  all  the 
boasting  of  the  mildnees  of  our  Insolvent  laws, 
our  Jails  are  crowded  with  debton :  thousands 
are  annually  imprisoned  for  debt  in  these  United 
States.  These  facts  amply  demonstrate,  that  the 
existing  insolvent  laws  do  not  fUmish  a  remedy 
for  the  evil.  It  must  be  eradicated  by  an  entire 
and  total  abolition. 

In  the  eouru  of  the  United  States,  no  secu- 
rity can  be  demanded  against  groundless  or 
malicious  actions,  except  the  legal  costs  of 
suit.  But  by  seneral  practice  under  the  laws, 
the  simple  affldavit  of  the  ptaintifT,  that  the 
defendant  is  indebted  to  him,  Is  sufl&cient  to 
consign  the  defendant  to  Prison,  unless  some 
responsible  person  will  befriend  him  by  be- 
coming his  ball.  He  Is  not  required  to  state 
that  the  oblisation  was  incurred  by  fklse  pre- 
tences, nor  that  the  defSendant  was  suspected 
of  an  intention  to  secrete  his  property,  or  to 
withdraw  his  person,  or  to  entertain  any  fVaud- 
nlent  design.  Nothing  is  required  but  the 
plaiatifiPs  oath  of  debt,  to  place  the  liberty  of 
the  defendant  beyond  the  protection  of  law, 
and  subject  him  to  the  fhvor  of  an  ihdividoal, 
to  save  him  fh>m  Prison.  It  is  diflicult  to  a»- 
certain  any  fixed  princifrie  upon  which  impris- 
onment for  deU  Is  advocated.  It  is  regarded 
by  some  as  a  punishment  for  a  crime  :  by  others, 
a  mode  of  eoereion  ;  by  some,  a  ftilfilment  or 
an  implied  contract ;  by  othera.  again,  a  mat- 
ter of  public  policy.  If  it  is  a  crime,  the  object 
of  punishment  should  be  the  reformation  of  the 
offender,  and  the  prevention  of  fhture  offences. 
An  ofibnce  is  against  society ;  the  guilt  of  the 
offender  should  be  ascertained  by  a  jury;  the 
penalty  should  be  fixed  by  law,  according  to 
the  degree  of  guilt,  and  pronounced  by  the 
court  without  consulting  the  pleasure  of  an 
individual.  (But  in  imprisonment  for  debt, 
there  is  no  reformation.)  Society  is  not  dis- 
turbed by  a  criminal  act.  No  guilt  is  imputed 
to  the  debtor.  The  law  fVirnishes  no  penalty. 
The  court  pronounces  no  sentence.  There  are 
no  grades  of  offence.  All  is  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  an  individual,  and  the  law  operates  in- 
discriminately upon  the  fraudulent  and  un- 
fortunate. If  it  be  a  means  of  coercion,  it  is 
ineflicacious.  It  cannot  compel  the  honest 
man  to  pay  what  he  has  no  means  of  paying. 
It  places  him  beyond  the  pessibility  of  procur- 
ing those  means.  The  dishonest  man  will  de- 
vise a  method  of  placing  his  property  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  creditors,  by  preparing  himself 
in  anticipation  of  the  result.  He  will  triumph 
in  the  impotence  of  the  laws.  The  innocent 
are  always  degraded,  and  often  ruined,  while 
the  guillv  escape  the  punishment  which  their 
crimes  deserve.  It  is  not  the  fhlfllment  of  a 
contract.  No  fair  construction,  even  under  all 
the  fictions  of  law,  can  Justify  the  conclusion, 
that  a  debtor  agrees  to  forfeit  his  personal  lib- 
erty to  the  will  of  his  creditor.  The  debtor,  as 
a  citizen  and  free  man,  is  in  all  respects  equal 
to  his  creditor.  No  contract  could  deprive  him 
of  personal  independence  ;  and  in  cmitracting 
a  debt,  he  has  no  intention  to  eompromit  his 
freedom.  A  contract,  upon  such  a  principle, 
would  be  void,  both  in  law  and  in  equity.  In 
contracting  a  debt,  there  is  a  mutual  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  in  which  both  are 
interested.  If  a  loan,  it  is  for  usurv ;  if  a  sale, 
it  is  for  profit ;  if  an  act  of  friendship,  gratitude 
is  the  safest  pledge  for  its  return,  when  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.  But,  in  all  cases,  the 
ability  of  the  debtor,  from  the  prspsrty  which 
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he  boldf,  or  may  aequlrB,  to  tiie  only  proper 
ueaofl  of  payment ;  and  it  is  tbe  only  le^ll- 
mate  resource  which  the  creditor  can  honor- 
^ly  and  lavrAilIy  anticipate.  If  his  object  is 
to  obtain  power  over  the  liberty  of  the  debtor, 
h  ia  dark,  designing,  dishonorable  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  utterly  unworthy  the  sanction  of 
law.  If  his  dependence  is  upon  the  friends  of 
the  debtM-,  by  exciting  their  commiseration, 
tlirough  criielty,  it  deserves  public  reprobation. 
Lord  Mansfield  justly  observes,  if  any  near 
relation  is  induced  to  pay  the  debt  for  the  in- 
flolvent,  to  keep  him  out  of  Prison,  it  is  taking 
an  unfair  advantage.  No  credit  is  desirable  in 
a  (tw  country,  predicated  upon  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  debtor ;  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
granted  upon  such  considerations. 

In  a  country  without  a  uniform  bankrupt 
law,  the  cruelty  of  the  system  is  beyond  the 
endurance  of  freemen.  As  a  matter  of  policy, 
the  committee  cannot  discover  either  the  wis- 
dom or  the  Justice  of  tbe  system.  To  oppress 
the  poor  may  well  enough  consist  with  the 
policy  of  desDots;  but,  to  an  American  citizen, 
whose  birthright  is  liberty,  it  must  be  odious. 
The  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a  nation,  tlie 
comforts  of  society,  and  the  happiness  of  fiun- 
ilies,  depend  upon  active  industry,  combined 
with  well-directed  enterprise.  Our  laws  and 
institutions  recognixe  no  classes.  Facmen. 
mechanics,  merchants,  professional  men,  ana 
the  capitalist,  are  all  peers.  The  re  volutions 
tn  property,  and  distmctions  resulting  from 
industry,  virtue  and  talent  alone,  are  as  cer- 
tain as  the  revolutions  of  the  seasona.  They 
cannot  be  perpetuated  in  one  family,  nor  ex- 
cluded from  another.  Tbe  poor  may  become 
wealthy,  and  tbe  rich  poor. 

The  prospect  of  success  invigorates  the  hand 
of  industry,  and  gives  impetus  to  the  noblest 
«nterpri8e.  To  these  exertions  every  encour- 
agement should  be  given ;  but,  when  the  cloud 
of  misfortune  lowers,  to  consign  its  victim  to 
the  Prison,  is  to  blast  his  future  prospects,  and 
to  fix  upon  his  family  the  mark  of  degradation. 
To  maintain  that  confidence  which  is  neces- 
sary to  a  fair  and  reasonable  credit,  effectual 
remedies  should  be  provided  agidnst  the  prop- 
erty of  the  debtor,  always  reserving  from  exe- 
cution such  articles  as  are  necessary  for  the 
pursuit  of  his  calling }  but  that  he  may  retain 
the  spirit  of  useful  enterprise,  for  the  benefit 
of  both  hia  family  and  the  community,  those 
reservations  should  be  carefully  guarded,  and 
the  freedom  of  his  perton  always  secured.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  great  calamities,  both 
public  and  privr.te,  have  arisen  from  too  much 
credit ;  seMoni  ur  never  from  too  little  ;  and  it 
Is  equally  certain  that  the  excess  of  credit  as 
frequently  proceeds  fh>m  him  who  gives,  as 
from  him  who  receives  it. 

If  imprisoament  for  debt  shall  be  totally 
abolished,  the  parties  wlll  understand  tbe 
proper  legitimate  source  for  the  flilfilment  of  a 
contract.  It  will  then  rest  upon  its  proper 
basis.  The  person  granting  credit  will  confide 
In  the  ability  of  tbe  debtor  to  meet  the  claim,  or 
he  will  require  satisfactory  pledges.  Whatever 
censure  may  attach  to  the  abuse  of  credit,  it  is 
but  Just  to  divide  it  between  them.  It  is  fre- 
quently as  ii^urious  to  the  one  as  to  the  other  ; 
and,  without  the  voluntary  consent  of  both,  It 
cannot  exist.  In  tbe  present  state  of  society, 
the  injury  of  the  system  may  be  seen  and  felt 
in  a  limited  degree ;  and  persons  not  accus- 
tomed to  Tiflit  the  abodes  of  misery,  will 
scarcely  be  convinced  of  its  dangerous  ten- 
dency. But,  as  population  becomes  more  dense, 
tbe  dlAculty  of  procuring  the  comforts  of  life 
must  be  incieaaad.    Then,  if  the  power  of  the 
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creditor  over  the  personal  liberty  of  his  detav 
shall  remain,  it  wUl  be  exercised  with  unreieBi- 
ing  severity.  Thooih  our  republican  focai 
may  be  preserved,  their  essence  may  be  dd- 
stroyed.  The  country  will  be  divided  into  tws 
great  classes,  creditors  and  debtara;  betneee 
whom  the  most  obstinate  hostilities  will  eiitf ; 
and,  as  in  Greece  and  Rome,  society  may  Is 
convulsed,  confidence  destroyed,  and  Ubec^ 
endangered. 

We  should  iMislate  with  a  view  to  posterity, 
that,  with  our  fair  inheritance,  we  jaay  trans- 
mit to  them  a  harmonious  systeoD,  calculsted 
to  sustain  their  rights,  and  perpetuate  the  hlcas- 
iun  of  freedom. 

While  imprisonment  for  debt  is  nncticmed, 
the  threats  of  the  creditor  are  a  source  of  per- 
petual distress  to  the  dependent,  friendleM 
debtor,  holding  his  liberty  by  sufiTermace  sJooe. 
Temptations  to  oppression  are  constantly  m 
view.  The  means  of  injustice  are  always  at 
hand;  and  even  helpless  lemalss  axe  not  ex- 
empted from  the  barbarooa  practics.  In  a  land 
of  liberty,  enjoying,  in  all  other  lespects,  ths 
freest  and  happiest  govemment  with  which  the 
world  was  ever  Messed,  it  is  a  matter  erf*  aston- 
ishment that  this  cruel  custom,  ao  aaomalea* 
to  all  our  institutions,  inflicting  so  moch  mmij 
upon  society,  should  have  been  so  long  endured. 
It  is  at  variance  with  the  aettled  character  at 
our  population.  Whenever  objects  of  charity 
present  themselves,  all  of  our  sympathies  sfv 
called  into  action.  There  is  scarcely  n  hamkf 
in  our  country  wbera  benevolent  sorierifs  do 
not  exist,  often  extendin|  their  monillcenoe  to 
families  deprived  of  their  support  by  this  op- 
pressive system.  We  have  not  only  expended  ear 
treasure  to  enlighten  the  sons  oiC  the  forest,  bat 
we  have  sought  out  the  victims  ot  mtsfortuae 
in  foreign  regions.  The  isles  of  the  Pacific,  the 
burning  climes  of  Africa,  the  children  of 
wretchedness  in  Europe  and  in  Asia,  even  the 
land  of  Palestine,  have  enjoyed  the  fraUs  of 
American  benevolence,  obtained  by  voluntafy 
contribution,  while  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate 
debtor  among  us  are  unheard  and  unrequited. 
Public  sentiment  demands  his  release  ;  hot  av- 
arice pleads  the  cause  of  opprearion,  and  pre- 
judice rivets  the  chain. 

The  committee  aak  leave  to  report  n  bill. 


A  Bill  to  ahcHah  bnj^rUonmaii  far  Dd/L 

Be  it  nadti  fty  Cfte  Smsts  sad  Amm  qf  Jliprv- 
MMtatitw  t^tke  PwtfediSfrtry  qfJlmaie*  in  Cwyrw 
tusembUdf  That  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  aay 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  Staiea  to  iseue  a  ca- 

Cias  ad  satisfeciendum,  or  any  other  process, 
y  which  the  body  may  be  sulgect  to  nnest  or 
imprisonment,  upon  any  Judgntent  at  law,  or 
final  decree  in  chancery,  rar  payment  of  money 
founded  upon  any  contract,  expreas  or  implied, 
which  may  have  been  entered  into,  or  upon 
cause  of  action,  which  may  have'accroed,  after 
the  fourth  dav  of  July  next ;  and  upon  all  such 
contracts  and  causes  of  action  after  Jndgmeni, 
imprisonment  shall  be  totally  and  Absolutely 
abolished. 

Sac.  2.  jfad  h€  it  fiirUur  mnelad.  That  ao 
bail  or  secnritv  for  tbe  appearance  for  any  de- 
fendant or  defendants  shall,  hereafter,  be  re- 
quired upon  the  ssrvice  of  the  original  or  mesM' 
process  issuing  out  of  the  courts  of  the  Uniud 
States,  in  any  action  or  suit  founded  on  ear 
contract,  express  or  imidied,  which  shall  Ic 
made  or  entered  into  atler  the  finuth  day  of 
July  next,  nor  in  any  other  suit  or  action  where 
the  cause  of  action  ahall  have  accrued  sabse^ 
quent  to  that  time,  unless  the  plaintiff  or 


133 


EIGHTH   REPORT — 1833. 


213 


other  penon  tball  make  oath  or  afflrmatioo  | 
before  the  clerk,  or  officer  attesting  the  said 

firocess,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to  admin- 
ster  the  same,  or  befora  some  other  person  au- 
thorised to  administer  oaths  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  several  states,  that  the 
defendant  oc  defendants  named  in  the  process 
is  or  are  Justly  indebted  to  the  plainti/T  or 
plaiDtilTs  in  a  certain  sum  stated  in  said  affida- 
vit, and  shall,  moreover,  make  oath  or  affir- 
mation that  he  or  they  have  reason .  to  believe 
that  the  said  defendant  or  defendants  intends 
or  Intend  to  remove  from  the  state  or  territory 
in  which  he  or  they  reside  at  the  time  such  ac- 
tion was  brought,  or  move  his  property  out  of 
the  same,  or  conceal  his  property  before  jndg- 
inent,  or  otherwise  abscond,  so  thiU  the  pro- 
cess of  the  court,  after  Judgment,  cannot  be 
executed ;  which  oaths  or  affirmations  the 
■aid  clerk,  or  other  officer,  shall  endorse  and 
certify  on  the  said  process:  whereupon,  the 
•aid  officer  executing  the  same  shall  take  bail, 
in  double  the  amount  so  sworn  to,  and  racv- 
ceed  as  if  this  act  had  never  passed.  But 
the  defendant  or  defendants  may  contest  the 
allegation  of  said  oaths  or  affirmations  before 
the  court  in  which  the  said  suit  or  action  is  in- 
stituted, or  befOTe  the  Judge  of  said  court  in  va- 
cation, in  such  form  as  the  court  shall  prescribe : 
and  if  the  conrt  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said 
allegations  are  not  well  founded,  it  may  make 
an  order  to  be  entered  on  record,  diflcbarging 
■aid  bail  or  security  fW>m  his  or  their  sureti- 
shlp.  And  in  cases  where  bail  is  not  author- 
ized by  this  act,  the  first  process  shall  be  by 
summons :  or  by  summons  and  attachment  of 
propertv,  in  those  states  where,  by  the  laws 
thereof,  property  may  be  attached  by  mesne 
process ;  and  the  return  of  service,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the  process  has 
iasoed,  shall  be  a  sufficient  appearance  of  the 
defentUnt  or  defendants  to  warrant  the  subse- 
quent proceedings  In  the  cause :  fViwidsd,  That 
no  person  shall  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  process, 
except  in  the  state  or  territoir  In  which  the 
debt  was  contracted,  or  cause  of  action  accrued, 
or  In  the  state  or  territory  where  the  defend- 
ant or  defendants  reside,  or  unless  the  debtor 
has  absconded  from  the  state  or  territory  In 
which  he  resided,  or  is  about  to  leav^toie  United 
States  i  which  allegation,  that  the  debtor  has 
absconded,  or  is  Moat  to  leave  the  United 
States,  shall  be  made,  on  oath  or  affirmation. 
La  the  manner  as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  and 
the  truth  of  said  allegation  shall,  in  like  manner, 
be  tried. 

Sec.  3.  JhU  he  it  fiuihtr  aueUd^  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  shall  prevent  the  Issu- 
ing the  writ  of  ne  exeat  by  any  court  of  the 
United  States. 

Sac.  4.  And  ht  it  fmtkir  naeUi^  That,  from 
and  after  the  fourth  dav  of  July  next,  no  female 
whatever,  or  male  of  the  age  of  seventv  years, 
or  mors,  who  shall  be  sued  for  any  debt,  dam- 
ages, or  claims,  due,  or  alleged  to  be  due,  in 
▼Trtae  of  any  contract,  express  or  implied,  shall 
be  held  to  special  baU,  or  bail  on  mesne  process ; 
bat,  in  all  actions  on  such  contracts,  express  or 
implied,  the  process  shall  be  hf  snmmons,  or 
by  sommons  and  attachment  of  property,  in 
tboaa  states  where,  by  th^lawa  thereof,  property 
may  be  attached  by  mesne  proceM ;  and  the 
return  of  service  of  such  process  shall  be  a  suffi- 
cient appearance  of  the  defendant  to  warrant 
the  iabsequeat  proeeedinfi  in  the  ease. 

Sac.  5.  AU  M  UfmrUm  tmetti^  That  the 
provisioQS  of  tills  act  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
of  civil  proceeding  within  the  district  of  Co- 
lambla  and  tlie  terrltoiiea. 


8. 

An  Act  to  improve  tne  PmiterUiary  Edifice f 
and  to  regulate  the  Management  of  He  Con- 
cents,  and/or  the  erecting  o/Celltf  4^.,  and 
to  appropriate  Money/or  iti  Support^  and  to 
provide  a  Road  and  KiverFundfOnd/or  the 
Compemation  of  Persons  appointed  to  sur» 
fsey  and  mark  out  certain  Roods ,  and  for 
cmer  Purposes, 

Sac.  1.  JBsttmscfsd^tAsSaMottsaiiJJMiM^ 
JZepreMNtsttvif  itf  Iht  ataU  qf  Oeargia.  ts  Oeaerol 
SsaaiMfi  smI,  emd  it  it  hereby  ematUa  hf  the  aw- 
tk^ritg  If  tkt  tamsj  That  there  shall  be  con« 
structed.  in  additiao  to  the  present  buildings  at 
the  Penitentiary,  an  hospital,  and  seventy-five 
additional  cells  for  the  confinement  of  convicts ; 
and  the  hospital  to  be  constructed  sliall  be  con- 
nected with  the  present  building,  and  combined 
with  the  whole  for  convenience  and  safety  j 
and  the  additional  cells  shall  be  under  the  same 
roof;  the  whole  to  be  buUt  under  the  direction 
of  the  inspectors,  with  the  like  materials  and 
strength  as  those  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
cells  now  in  use  at  the  institution. 

Sac.  9.  Jtud  be  it  fwriker  enaeUdy  That  the  co- 
ping of  the  outer  wall  shall  be  repaired,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  rapid  decay  going  on  in  it :  and. 
where  it  may  appear  necessary,  said  wall  shall 
be  raised,  so  asfto  aflbrd  additional  security 
against  escapes  fh>m  the  Prison. 

Sac.  3.  jfii^6«itArtib«rtfiMe(«d,  That  suitable 
improvements  shall  be  made  in  the  work-shops, 
and  particularly  that  the  painting  done  in  the 
institution  shall  be  in  rooms  properly  con- 
structed. 

Sac.  4.  And  he  kfitrtiUr  enarted.  That  the  in- 
spectors shall  have  power  to  direct  the  maimer 
in  which  materials  to  be  used  in  this  Institution 
shall  be  purchased ;  but  it  shall  in  no  case  be 
lawful  for  any  inspector,  or  other  officer  of  the 
institution,  to  fUmuh  supplies  of  any  kind  them- 
selves, or  ui  any  manner  be  Interested  therein. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacledj  That  the  In- 
spectoia  of  the  Penitentiary  shall,  for  the  ftiturc, 
make  annual  reports  to  the  governor,  on  the 
fir»t  day  of  October ;  embracing  the  entire  con- 
dition and  business  of  the  institution,  instead 
of  quarterly  reports,  as  lieretofore  required  by 
law. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  Ufiuiher  snoctcd.  That  the 
principal  keeper  be  authorised  to  make  out  an 
account  against  the  state,  for  all  work  hereafter 
to  be  done  by  the  convicts  for  the  state,  and 
other  Improvements  done  in  the  Penltentiao'* 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  Jkrth«renaetei,TlaX  the  9t\ni 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  ana  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
erection  of  the  hospital,  and  additional  cella 
hereinbefore  directea,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the 
work-shope  and  outer  wall ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  board  of  inspecton  to  see  that  this 
law  Is  carried  into  effect,  with  a  due  regard  to 
economv,  and  the  <^ects  intended  to  be  ac- 
complished. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  fiuiher  enacted.  That  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  [$35,000]  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  the  Penitentiary,  for  the 
year  \1833]  eiditeen  hundred  and  thiity-three. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  muuUd,  That  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  ^iproprlated  out  of  anv  moneys 
in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  as  a 
road  and  river  fund. 

Sac.  Itt,  Audbeit  further  enaeted,  That  the 
sum  of  eidit  busdred  and  fifty  dollars  be,  and 
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the  tame  It  hereby  apropriated  for  the  payment 
of  Iiaae  Bailey  and  Wm.  O.  Henderson,  com- 
mlttionen,  who  surveyed  and  marked  out  the 
road  ftom  Bt.  Marys  to  Columbus,  and  that  the 
tame  be  paid  out  of  any  moneyi  in  the  treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sac.  11.  Jind  be  it  fkrther  ena^Udj  That  $3 
per  day  shall  be  allowed  to  James  Bimpson, 
of  De  KaJb  eounty,  Alexander  Ware,  of  the 
county  of  Fayette,  Lewis  Wlltiams,  of  Meri- 
wether county.  Archibald  Williniham.  of  the 
county  of  Hams,  and  George  W.  Dillara,  of  the 
county  of  MuBc<Mee,  and  Thomas  Anderson,  the 
tmTeyor,whll8t  ui  active  service  as  commisnons 
[commissioner!]  and  surveyor,  appointed  by  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assemblyi  approved 
December  the  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight ;  to  examine  and  lay  oot  a  large 
market  rcMid,  the  nearest  and  most  practicable 
route  from  the  town  of  Decatur,  in  De  Kalb 
county,  to  the  town  of  Columbus,  by  the  way  of 
Fayetteville,  Greenville,  and  Hamilton,  and  that 
the  taid  accounts  be  made  out  on  oath  before 
any  legal  officer. 

BBC.  13.  wfarfftstCyWrClsrsiMctMl,  That  the  rar 
tion  of  the  guard  of  ttie  Penitential,  shall  con- 
fist  of  twenty  ounces  of  sifted  com  meal,  and 
eight  ounces  of  bacon,  twelve  ouncet  of  pork, 
or  twenty  ouncet  of  beef,  and  one  gill  or  mo- 
lasses, each,  per  day. 

8xc.  13.  JHd  be  HfiuiMer  ataettd.  That  the 
•aid  guard  shall  receive  for  every  one  hundred, 
imtiona,  at  tpecifled  in  the  twelfth  tection  of  this 
act,  four  quarts  of  vinegar ;  four  pounds  of  hard 
•oap ;  two  poundt  of  tallow  candlea,  and  four 
quarttitftait. 

Sso.  14.  And  h€  U  further  etuuttd.  That  the 
ration  of  the  convicta  in  the  Penitentiary, 
•hall  cAnaist  of  twenty  ouncet  of  com  meal 
•ifted,  and  eight  ouncet  of  bacon,  twelve 
ouncet  of  pork,  or  one  pound  of  beef,  each, 
per  day. 

Sac.  15.  Jind  h»  it  /kfCfesr  snoctcd.  That  the 
vinegar,  talt  and  toap,  to  be  iatued  to  the  con- 
victs, s&dl  be  the  same  as  specified  for  the 
guard,  in  the  twelfth  section  of  this  act. 

Bkc.  16.  And  be  it  ftirlAer  enaeUd^  That  the 
convicts  shall  receive  one  half  pint  of  pens  or 
beans,  each,  per  day,  from  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober, until  the  last  day  of  December,  and  ttom 
the  fint  dav  of  Januarv,  to  the  latt  day  of  March, 
Inclusive,  in  each  and  every  year ;  and  one  pint 
of  molaatet  each,  ptfr  week,  fVom  the  flrtt  day 
of  April,  to  the  last  day  of  September,  In  each 
and  evei^  year. 

Sxc.  17.  And  be  U  finrtker  tnatud^  That  there 
•hall  be  issued  to  the  guard  and  convicts,  dur- 
ing the.  beef  season,  at  least  two  rations  of  ba- 
con or  salt  pork  per  week. 

Sec.  18.  jfiuf&0«c/kftkereiiM<ad,  That  when- 
ever the  heads,  ribs,  or  back-bonet  of  hogs  shall 
be  issued  ft  rations,  they  shall  be  ctmsidered  as 

Krk ;  and  two  pounds  of  such  heads,  ribs,  or 
ck-bonet,  shall  be  Issued  for  one  of  net 
pork. 

Skc.  19.  And  be  it  Jkriktr  sMctsd,  That  ftom 
and  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  inspectcnt  or  the  Penitentiary  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  required,  to  let  the  contract  for  sup- 
plying lations  for  the  guard  and  convicts,  for 
each  year,  to  the  lowott  bidder,  and  that  they 
give  twenty  dayt*  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  receiving  tealed  propotalt  from  persont  who 
may  with  to  bid  for  taid  contract,  in  all  the 
public  gazettet  of  Hilledgeville. 

Ssc.  90.  And  be  it  fiurtker  naOUy  That  It 
tball  be  the  duty  of  the  taid  Inspectors  to  take 
a  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  security,  in 
the  sum  of  tuee  thousand  dollars,  pay^le  to 
his  excellency  the  governor,  and  his  successors 
ta  office,  conditioned  for  toe  lUthftil  perform- 


ance of  the  eontrtet,  from  the  person  who  may 
become  the  lowest  Mddw,  for  suppljring  the  ra- 
tions of  the  guard  and  convicts,  as  pointed  oat 
in  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act.' 

Sec.  31.  AnA  he  it  fmriker  emetteA,  That  all 
laws  and  parts  of  laws,  which  militate  against 
this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

ASBUBY  HULL, 

^mImt  t^the  Hcmee  ff  Jtqpr> wiaHifffif  is. 

THOMAS  STOCKS, 
Preeident^tk* 

Attented  to,  Dec.  93, 183S. 

WILSON  LUMPKIN, 


Am  Act  to  rtpeal  an  Act  entiiied  am  Ael  **  to 
aboliah  PemUntiaty  Iwmrisoument  m  thit 
Btate,  except  m  etrtmn  Voum,  to  dumgtikt 
Mode  of  Pwtt^tmtMfor  Crimts  and  ma- 
demeanors  f  and/or  other  PwrpoteMp  mn*d 
the  taoenty-fourth  of  December,  etghtten 
hundred  ma  lAufy-oiw. 


Be  it  enaettd  bf  the  Senate  and  He 
reeentatives  ef  ^  'tote  ef  Qmrgin^ 
Aeeemhljf  smI,  and  it  ie  ketebf  eaoKted  bmtkemn- 
lAoriCy  qf  du  msis.  That  the  act  paased  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  eighteea  hun- 
dred and  thiity-one,  entitled  **  An  act  to  abolish 
Penitentiary  imprisonment  In  this  state,  except 
in  certain  cases,  to  change  the  mode  of  panish- 
ment  for  crimes  and  misdemeanon,  and  for  other 
purpoaes,'*  be,  and  the  same  la  heiieby  repealed. 

T.  HATNES, 
Sjfeekerpro  tern,  i^tke  Hemee  y  Jtry rv neatshrf  >. 

THOMAS  STOCKS. 
Preaidont  ^  the 

Attented  to,  Nov.  9B,  1838. 

WILSON  LUMPKIN, 


T. 

To  hit  Ejieellency  Sir  John  Coibome,  K.  C. 
B.f  Lieutenant' Governor  of  the  Provinee  of 
Upper  CanadOf  Major-General  Comemand' 
ing  m*  MafeMt^e   Forteo  therein,  4<. 

The  nndertigned  eommitaionera,  appmnted 
by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  aesalon  of  the  Icfis- 
lature,  entitled  **  An  act  granting  to  hia  majntr 
a  sum  of  money  to  obtain  plans  and  cattmaies 
of  a  Penitentiary  to  be  erected  in  this  province, 
and  to  appoint  commlationen  for  the  tame,** 
humbly  beg  leave  to  report  t^- 

That  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  Jane 
last,  they  proceeded  on  a  tear  into  the  Ur.iied 
States,  in  order  to  proenro  the  plans  and  esti- 
mates, and  other  Information  reqviiMi  by  the 
legislature.  They  first  vitlted  the  Penitentiary 
erected  by  the  government  of  the  alate  of  New 
York  at  Auburn,  and  tpent  tone  time,  wrth 
great  advantage,  in  examlninfr  that  Priami,  and 
the  tyttem  or  police  and  discipline  which  was 
originally  devlted  at  that  establishment,  tofrtb- 
er  with  the  modes  of  employing  and  panishuf 
the  c<Snvtcts  thero  confined.  FMm  thenre  tb^y 
repaired  to  Sint  Sing,  when  the  second  great 
Penitentiary  of  the  sUte  of  New  York,  calkd 
the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison,  la  tnuatrd. 
Thit  Priton  It  of  moro  recent  oonatraction  that 
that  ci  Anbnm,  but  Is  managed  no  the  same 
principles.  The  eommlsaionert  alao  inspected 
the  Priton  built  at  Blackwell't  ialand  by  the  cor- 
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poratlon  of  the  city  of  Xew  York :  and  the  Pen- 
itentiary of  Connecticut,  erected  at  Wethera- 
field,  within  a  few  miles  of  Hartford  ;  and  they 
tvore  about  to  extend  their  viflits  to  similar  es- 
tnbllahnients  at  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  when 
the  sudden  and  alarming  progress  of  the  cholera 
oblii^d  them  to  chance  their  plans  and  to  return 
immediately  home,  llie  results  of  such  inqui- 
ries as  they  had  an  opportunity  to  make  are 
ninv  submitted ;  and  imperfect  and  defective 
though  they  may  in  many  respects  be.  it  is  yet 
hoped  they  will  not  be  considered  wnoUy  un- 
satisfactory or  insufficient. 

On  the  merits  of  the  Penitentiary  system,  it 
doefl  not  appear  that  the  coramissionerB  are 
called  on  to  offer  any  elaborate  argument  or  ob- 
Rerrations.    The  legislature,  in  the  preamble 
of  the  statute,  have  fully  expressed  their  senti- 
menta  on  the  subject,  and  left  it  no  longer  a 
question  for  discussion  whether  it  is  expedient, 
for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of  crime,  to 
erect  a  Penitentiary  within  this  province.    The 
'duties    assigned    the  commissioners  were,  to 
procure  plans  and  estimates  for  the  bulla ing 
that  it  had  been  determined  on  to  erect,  and  lo 
gather  inform- tion  respecting  the  best  system 
of  management  to  be  adopted  on  its  completion. 
In  performance  of  the  latter  duty,  ttiev  have 
obtained  various  documents,  as  noted  in  the 
schedule  which  will  accompany  this  report, 
and  be  found  to  contain  many  facts  of  the 
highest  value,  in  illustration  of  the  advantages 
of  a  well-devised   Penitentiary  system.    The 
commissioners  would  request  special  attention 
to  the  reports  on  Prisons  and  Prison  discipline, 
made  under  the  direction  of  a  society  of  gentle- 
men, chiefiy  resident   at   Boston,  who  have 
■pared  neither  pains  nor  expense  to  accumulate 
inforamtion  on  the  very  important  and  interest- 
ing subjects  which  form  the  objects  of  their  as- 
sociation, and  who  have  thus  collected  and 
publishea  a  mass  of  most  valuable  intelligence 
respecting  the  penal  laws,  the  Prisons,  and  the 
Prison  discipline  of  the  several  states  composing 
the  Union,  as  well  as'  of  foreign   countries. 
From  these  reports,  which  have  been  bound 
together  in  one  volume,  the  legislature  cannot 
faU  to  derive  many  useful  hints  on  the  matters 
generally  embraced  by  them,  as  well  as  on  the 
particular  points  to  which  the  researches  of  the 
commissioners  have  been  more  especially  di- 
rected. 

It  will  be  seen  that  two  systems  of  Prison 
discipline  have  acquired  notoriety  in  the  United 
States,  namely,  the  Auburn  system,  and  the 
Philadelphia  system  :  both  of  them  based  on  the 
crand  principle  of  solitanr  confinement  with  la- 
bor, but  differing  considerably  in  its  practical 
application  :  both,  however,  aim  not  only  at  the 
beneficial  effects  to  be  produced  by  the  restraint 
of  the  convict,  and  the  example  of  his  punish- 
ment, but  also  at  the  reformation  of  the  de- 
linquent, which,  especially  among  the  Junior 
classes,  is  far  from  being  of  rare  occurrence. 

The  mode  of  punishment  by  solitary  confine- 
ment with  labor,  appears  to  have  been  adopted 
In  the  Netherlands  as  early  as  the  year  1770 ; 
and  at  Ghent,  in  particular,  the  great  philanthro- 
pist Howard  found  a  Penitentiary  called  the 
Haiaon  de  Force,  conducted,  in  the  year  1776,  on 
the  principle  of  seclusion,  each  convict  occupy- 
ing a  separate  cell  at  night,  and  the  whole  of 
them  laboring  and  eating  in  company,  but  in 
total  silence,  and  without  intercourse  with  one 
another  during  the  day. 

About  the  year  1787,  a  society  was  formed  at 
Philadelphia,  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of 
public  Prisons,  at  whose  instance  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  1790,  sanctioned  the  con- 
struction of  cells  for  the  separate  confinement 
of  prisoners.    While  the  number  of  prisoners  in 


custody  continued  small,  the  system  was  found 
to  work  well ;  for  the  Inspectors  were  enabled 
to  classify  the  prisoners  by  day  and  by  ni^t, 
and  to  enforce  solitary  labor  as  well  as  solitary 
confinement  on  the  more  hardened   offenders. 
As,  however,  the  population  of  the  state  in- 
creased, the  Prison  became  crowded ;  the  plan 
of  solitary  confinement  and  classification  could 
not  be  persevered  in }  and  it  was  not  nntil  the 
recent  erection  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  of 
Pennsylvania  that  the  Philadelphia  system,  as 
it  is  termed,  could  obtain  a  ftdr  field  for  the  de- 
velopement  of  its  supposed  practical  advan- 
tages.   This  structure,  which  it  may  here  be 
proper  to  describe,  stands  on  elevated  ground, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  north-west  of  the 
city,  and  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill river.    "  The  yard  wall,  which  is  built  of 
stone.  30  feet  high,  encloses  neariy  IS  acres.  The 
buildins  for  the  keeper's  house,  and^he  offices 
of  the  Prison  government,  make  a  pkut  of  the 
south  wall  on  each  side  of  the  centre.    The 
magnificence  iif  this  part  of  the  Prison  may  be 
inferred  fh>m  the  Act  that  the  yard  wall  cost 
about  $900,000.    On  the  centre  of  the  yard  If 
erected 'the  observatory,  and  on  seven  lines  di- 
verging from  the  observatory  towards  the  wall, 
the  Dlocks  of  cells.    The  cells  are  arranged  in 
two  rows,  in  seven  one  story  buildings,  on  op- 
posite sides  of  seven  passages,  extending  froin 
the  observatory  towaras  ttie  wall  to  the  ends  of 
the  blocks  of  cells.    Ckmnected  with  each  cell 
on  the  outside  is  an  exercising  jrard.    The  en- 
trance to  the  cells  is   through  the  exercising 
yard.    The  place  of  observation  for  the  keeper 
over  the  prisoner  is  through  a  small  orifice,  open- 
ing from  the  cell  into  the  passage,  which  vcaf 
be  closed  at  pleasure  by  the  keeper,  and  wbi^ 
is  intended  to  be  kept  ([enerelly  shut.    The 
only  mode  of  seeing  the  prisoner  while  confined 
in  his  cell,  if  the  doon  are  shut.  Is  through  this 
orifice,    when  he  la  let  out  of  nis  cell  into  the 
exercising  yard,  he  may  be  seen  either  by  open- 
ing the  door  of  tne  exercising  yard  or  by  walking 
on  the  top  of  tlie  wall  over  the  exercising  yard. 
The  wall  of  the  exercising  yard  is  so  hi(^,  that 
he  cannot  be  seen  from  the  |»incipal  observatory 
in  the  centre  of  the  large  yard,  unless  the  o^ 
servatory  is  raised  to  a  heif^t  fiur  above  that 
contemplated  in  the  original  plan.    The  en- 
trance to  the  cell,  from  toe  exercising  yard,  \m 
secured  by  double  doors,  one  on  each  surface 
of  the  wall ;  the  inner  door  of  grated  iron,  and 
the  outer  door  of  (dank.    The  orifice  between 
the  cell  and  the  passage,  which  is  large  enough 
to  admit  the  face  of  a  man.  Is  secured  by  douUe 
doors  of  plank.    For  ventilation  there  are  seve- 
ral holes,  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  near 
the  floor  of  the  cell,  passing  through  the  wall 
into  the  exercising  yard,  and  several  angular 
flues  passing  off  through  the  wall  between  the 
cell  and  the  passage,  about  ten  feet  above  the 
floor.    The  mode  of  heating  is  by  admitting 
warm  air  into  each  cell,  through  a  small  orifice 
opening  into  an  air  chamber,  extending  the 
whole  length  of  each  passage  beneath  the  floor. 
Each  cell  has  also  a  water  closet."    This  is  a 

Seneral  description  of  tlie  building,  as  originally 
esigned.  which  is  fUrther  illustrated  by  a 
ground  view  of  it,  to  be  found  in  the  Second  Re- 
port of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society, 
published  in  the  year  1897.  At  that  period 
about  one  hundred  cells  only  had  been  complet- 
ed. In  1831,  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania authorised  the  construction  of  400  ad- 
ditional cells,  which  it  Is  believed  have  been 
completed  without  any  material  deviation  tnm 
the  original  plan.  This  plan,  as  it  has  been  re- 
marked, is  "  most  admirably  contrived  for  per- 
fect seclusion  ',  the  purposes  of  cleanliness  do 
not  demand  the  entnnce  of  an  attendant,  or  the 
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egraM  of  a  prteoner :  his  food  10  flirnlihod  with- 
out bl>  teeing  the  nand  that  brings  it;  and  a 
complete  inapection  of  every  part  of  the  cell  ia 
had,  while  the  prisoner  can  neither  see  nor 
hear  the  approach  of  bis  keeper.*' 

The  discipline  of  this  Penitentianr  is  described 
by  the  board  of  inspectors^in  their  second  re- 
port, made  in  the  year  1830,  as  consisting  in 
"  scMitary  confinement  at  labor,  with  instruction 
in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion."  The 
board  go  on  to  declare  their  "Judgment,  found- 
ed on  actual  experience,  of  the  operation  of  sol- 
itary confinement  with  labor  and  inatruction, 
upon  the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  the 
convicts." 

"  The  evidence  of  the  physician,  (say  they,) 
with  the  concurring  testimony  of  the  warden, 
establish  the  fbct,  that  neither  insanity  nor  bod- 
ily infirmity  has  l>een  produced  by  the  miticated 
solitude  in  which  the  prisoners  are  confined. 
Absolute  solitude  for  years,  without  labor,  or 
moral  or  religious  instruction,  probably  aoes 
bear  too  severely  upon  a  social  being  like  man  ; 
and  were  such  the  mode  of  punishment  in  this 
institution,  the  board  would  feel  tittle  hesitation 
In  recommending  its  repeal — as  cruel,  because 
calculated  to  umfermine  the  moral  and  phyaical 
poweiB  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  disqualify  him 
nom  earning  his  bread  at  the  eipiration  of  his 
sentence :  as  impolitic,  because  when  persisted 
in  beyond  avenr  limited  time,  it  tends  to  harden 
rather  than  reform  the  ofllbnder.  while  it  pro- 
dacea  great  etpense  to  the  public,  the  nrison- 
er  in  no  way  contribntlng  by  labor  to  his  aup- 

"  When  a  convict  fliat  arrives,  he  is  piacM  in 
a  cell  and  left  alone,  without  work  ana  without 
any  book.  His  mind  can  only  operate  on  itself; 
generally,  but  few  houia  elapse  befbre  he  peti- 
tions for  something  to  do,  and  for  a  Bible.  No 
Instance  has  occurred  in  which  such  a  petition 
has  been  delayed  bevond  a  day  or  two.    If  the 

Erisoner  have  a  trade  that  can  be  pursued  in 
is  cell,  he  is  put  to  work,  as  a  fkvor :  as  a  re- 
ward ror  good  behavior,  and  as  a  fkvor,  a 
Bible  is  allowed  him.  If  he  have  no  trade,  or 
one  that  cannot  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  be  is 
allowed  to  choose  one  that  can,  and  he  is  in- 
structed by  one  of  the  overseers,  all  of  whom 
are  master  workmen  in  the  trades  they  re- 
spectively superintend  and  teach.  Thus  work, 
and  moral  and  religious  books,  are  regarded 
and  received  as  favors,  and  are  withheld  as  a 
punishment." 

**  Intemperance  and  thoughtless  folly  are  the 
parents  of  crime :  and  the  walls  of  a  Prison  are 
generally  peopled  by  thooe  who  have  seldom 
seriously  refiected :  hence  the  first  object  of 
the  ofl!cers  of  the  institution  is,  to  turn  the 
thoughts  of  tlie  convict  inwards  upon  himself, 
and  to  teach  him  how  to  think :  in  this,  solitude 
is  a  powerful  aid :  hence  this  mode  of  punish- 
ment, bearing  as  it  does  with  great  severity 
upon  the  hardened  and  impenitent  felon,  is  em- 
inently calculated  to  break  down  his  obdurate 
spirit ;  and  when  that  Important  object  of  Pen- 
itentiary discipline  haa  been  gained,  (and  in 
any  Prison  It  frequently  is,)  and  when  the  jiris- 
oner  has  once  experienced  the  operation  of  the 
principles  of  this  institution  on  a  broken  spirit 
and  a  contrite  heart,  he  learns,  and  he  feels, 
that  moral  and  religious  reflection,  relieved  by 
indnsalons  occupation  at  his  trade,  comfort  and 
support  his  mental  and  physical  powers,  divest 
his  solitary  cell  of  all  its  horron,  and  his  pun- 
ishment of  much  of  its  severity.  The  impres- 
sion thus  made,  instead  of  being  destroved  by 
the  sneers  of  ruffians,  Is  cherished  and  llxed  by 
the  officers  of  the  Prison." 

**  No  prisoner  is  seen  by  another  after  he  en- 
ters the  walls ;  when  the  yean  of  his  confine- 


ment have  passed,  his  old  aaaoclatea  in  criiM 
will  be  scattered  over  the  earth,  in  Prisoo,  or 
in  the  grave,  and  tJie  reformed  priaoofr  looks 
forward  from  this  Penitentiary  wi^  a  bofie 
that  he  may  pass  his  life,  after  the  expiration 
of  his  sentence,  undiscovered  bv  the  commimi- 
ty  of  convicto ;  and  that  sbonld  he  find  a  apei 
where  he  may  earn  his  livelihood  by  honeM 
industry,  and  acquire  a  new  chancier,  and 
friends  who  are  ignorant  of  his  crime,  there 
will  be  a  probability  he  may  eacape  ezposore  to 
the  new  world  he  has  fonned  aroond  him,  and 
may  not  be  deprived  of  his  employment,  and 
again  be  driven  by  necessity  to  crime,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  means  of  his  snbaislence." 

"  Great  terror  is  known  to  have  been  impreaa- 
ed  upon  the  minds  of  the  convict  commonity 
by  this  Institution;  and  the  small  namber  of 

firisoners  sent  from  the  Eastern  District,  inclad- 
ng  a  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  the  state, 
together  with  the  careful  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  ascertained  the  most  knowing  rofoes 
avoid  committing  those  offbncca  that  would 
subject  tliem  to  its  discipline,  may  be  refuded 
as  powerful  reasons  for  extending  its  opeiatioa 
to  those  Penitentiary  offences  not  at  pteatn t 
comprehended  within  the  statute." 

i*  Such  is  the  general  industry  of  the  prison- 
ers, resulting  ttom  solitude,  that,  exoept  in 
three  or  four  Instances,  it  has  been  deemed  in- 
expedient to  task  them  :  and  ao  efficient  a  co- 
adjutor Is  solitude,  that  little  time  is  reaulred  le 
teach  a  convict  a  trade.  The  first  intaoiier,  a 
necro  boy  of  twenty  years  of  age.  brought  up  on 
a  farm,  made  a  shoe  on  the  fourth  day  after  the 
commencement  of  his  instruction  in  the  m  d^, 
which  passed  with  others,  and  waa  paid  foe  by 
the  contractor." 

"  Manv  years*  experience  In  the  practica]  rpe> 
ration  of^  the  penal  laws  and  Prison  diecipfnie 
on  the  part  or  most  of  the  inspectenu  and  the 
particular  knowledge  of  the  board  in  tae  actaal 
operation  of  this  institation  upon  the  moral  and 
physical  powers  of  the  prisoners,  and  upon  tlie 
public  interests,  have  established  a  convictftoa 
of  the  humanity  and  excellence  of  this  system 
of  Penitentiary  punishment,  and  tliat  its  per- 
manent establishment,  and  extensicm  to  all 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  punishable  with  fan- 
priaonment,  at  hard  labor,  under  the  existing 
h&ws,  as  soon  as  an  adequate  number  of  cells 
can  be  provided,  will  be  consistent  with  the 
purest  principles  of  philanthrcmy,  and  calculat- 
ed to  advance  the  Interests,  and  sustain  the  ele- 
vated character  of  the  ccmmonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvuiia." 

The  warden  of  the  same  Prison,  that  is,  of  the 
Eastern  Penitentiarv,  concludes  his  report  to 
the  inspectors  in  these  words — **  I  fbel  boaad 
to  say,  that  every  day  of  my  experience  cmij 
more  and  more  tuXly  convince  me  that  separate 
confinement,  with  labor,  and  moral  and  raU- 
giouff  instruction,  is  the  most  perfect  and  most 
beneficial  system  for  the  management  of  con- 
victs, known  to  me ;  embracing  in  its  details 
all  the  advantages,  and  avoiding  moat  of  the 
evils,  which  are  inherent  in  every  other  plan 
which  has  ocnipied  my  attention." 

In  their  report,  dated  Snd  January,  1838,dM 
inspectors  of  the  same  State  Prison  aay — **The 
actual  operation  of  the  Penitentiary  system  of 
solitary  confinement  at  labor,  with  instmrtion 
in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion,  baa  contin- 
ued to  command  the  approbation  of  the  board ; 
and  in  the  opinion  of  its  members,  the  friends 
of  this  institution  have  great  cause  to  rejoice  in 
its  success,  as  the  best  evidence  of  its  excel- 
lence, and  of  the  practical  wisdom  and  human- 
ity of  its  founders.** 

These  extracts  will  suffice  In  elucidation  of 
the  Penitentiary  syalem  of  Philadelphia.     A 
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fiiw  romarks  may  now  be  permitted  retpecting 
chat  of  Auburn. 

Tbe  State  Prieon  ettablished  at  thia  village 
waa  eommenced  in  1816,  on  tbe  old  defective 
plan,  with  large  night  roomi,  where  tbe  priaon- 
era  were  congregated  together  in  a  manner 
most  ii^urioae  to  discipline  and  morals.  Tbe 
Important  and  invaluable  improvement  of  sepa- 
rate night  cells  for  each  convict  was  not  intro- 
duced nntil  tbe  year  18Q0.  The  ground  plan 
of  the  Auburn  Prison  may  be  seen  in  the  vol- 
ume of  Reports  of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline 
Society,  with  that  also  of  the  Wethenfield 
Prison.  The  plan  and  elevation  of  the  beauti- 
ful structure  at  Blaekwell's  island,  which  ac-i 
company  this  report,  will  convey  a  correct  im- 
pression of  that  Penitentiary.  With  regard  to 
the  great  establishment  at  Sing  Sing,  tlie  com- 
missioners regret  that  they  have  no  ground 
view  of  it  to  submit.  The  principal  building  is 
about  500  feet  in  length,  ana  5  storiea  high,  and 
contains  one  thousand  ceils :  it  is  on  tbe  gen- 
era] plan  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Prison  at  Au- 
burn. The  only  variations  are  in  the  windows, 
doors,  and  fastenings.  The  windows  are  more 
numerous,  and  not  so  large ;  so  that  there  may 
be  one  in  front  of  each  cell,  which  is  not  tbe 
case  at  Auburn.  At  Sing  Sing  the  doors  are  on 
the  outer  surfkce  of  the  wall.  At  Auburn  they 
are  set  on  the  interior  surfiice,  so  as  to  leave  a 
recess  between  the  door  and  the  outer  edge  of 
the  wall,  which  is  about  two  feet  deep,  in 
which  tJie  door  swinp  back  against  the  jambs 
or  side  of  the  partition  wall.  At  Sing  Sing  a 
eompooad  lever  lock  is  used,  by  means  of  which 
many  doors  on  the  same  gallery  may  be  locked 
or  unlocked  at  one*.  In  the  north  wing  at  Au- 
burn, the  door  is  fSisteniid  by  a  heavy  iron 
catch  secured  in  the  partition  wall,  and  a  strong 
latch  attached  to  the  door,  which  is  raised  and 
lowered  by  a  larn  iron  lever,  resting  on  a  pivot 
bolt,  and  extending  from  the  latch  of  the  door 
two  feet  horizontally  to  the  outer  edge  of  the 
wall,  and  thence  at  a  right  angle  about  19  inches 
to  tbe  lock,  which  conllnes  the  lever  and  door 
latch  with  which  it  is  connected  when  the  door 
Is  shut,  by  a  sort  of  hook  formed  in  the  end  of 
the  lever  which  enters  the  hole  in  the  latch — 
tbe  strength  and  simplici^  of  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  describe.  The  lock  which  secures  this 
latch  and  lever  is  thus  three  feet  from  the  out- 
side of  tbe  cell  door  grate,  and  aa  well  oat  of 
the  aig^t  aa  out  of  the  reach  of  the  convict.  In 
tbe  rangea  of  cella  built  during  tbe  preaent  vear, 
on  an  improved  plan,  in  the  aouth  wing  of  thia 
Prison,  locka  of  a  superior  construction  are  used. 
Much  discussion  has  been  caused  by  the  diflbr- 
ence  in  tbe  conatmction  and  fiisteninp  of  the 
cells  of  tbe  two  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing 
Sing.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  plan  submit- 
ted by  the  eommiasioners,  while  the  improved 
Auburn  lock  Is  retained,  a  considerable  altera- 
tion in  the  dimensions  of  the  cells  is  recom- 
mended. 

Without  entering  into  flixther  detail  on  thMe 
points,  respecting  which  the  Ailiest  information 
may  be  gatliered  from  tlie  documents  herewith 
submitted,  the  commlssionen  proceed  to  ob- 
■erve  that  it  is  aince  tlie  introduction  of  the  reg- 
ulation for  the  aeparate  confinement  of  the  con- 
victa  at  night,  and  tlie  strict  prohibition  of  in- 
tereourae  among  them,  while  at  labor  and  meala, 
by  day,  at  Auburn,  ana  the  Prisons  subsequently 
built  on  its  model,  that  the  system  now  bearing 
the  name  of  Auburn,  has  been  brought  to  its 
present  hi^  state  of  excellence,  and  attracted 
general  admiration.  The  Auburn  system  con- 
sists briefly  in  this :  **  Absolute  acriitude  during 
the  night ;  joint  labor  during  the  day,  but  with- 
out any  communication  with  each  other  by 
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word  or  aign :  meala  taken  at  the  aame  table, 
but  ao  diapoaed  aa  not  to  aee  tlie  fticea  of  those 
opposite  to  them  ;  religioua  inatruction  on  Sun- 
daya  received  in  a  body ;  and  a  Sunday  acbool 
in  the  aame  manner,  twice  a  day;  both  in 
church  and  acliool  the  aame  prohibition  of  in- 
tercourse i  a  frill  diet  of  meat,  bread  and  vege- 
tables; comfortable  bedding,  in  very  narrow, 
but  well-aired,  well-warmea  cells,  and  tbe  ut- 
most attention  to  cleanliness  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Prison.  Vlaiton  are  admitted,  but 
without  permiaalon  to  apeak  to  the  convicta, 
who  on  tneir  diaeharge  receive  a  aum  not  ex- 
ceeding three  dollars,  without  any  relation  to 
their  eaminn.  Their  work  ia  uninterrupted 
during  the  day,  except  by  their  meala,  and  ia 

Ssnerally  contracted  for  by  mechanica.  who 
nd  the  materiala.  Thia  enumeration  la  not 
one  of  what  is  merely  required,  but  of  what  ia 
actually  done.  And  the  atrictneaa  with  which 
theae  ruiea  have  been  enforced  ia  such,  that  It 
is  asserted  that,  among  thirty  or  forty  working 
together  for  years  in  the  same  >hop,  no  two  of 
them  know  each  other's  names.  Nothing  (it  is 
well  nid)  can  be  more  imposing  than  the  view 
of  a  Prison  conducted  on  these  principles." 

It  excited  the  admiration  of  the  commission- 
ers while  they  were  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing, 
especially  at  the  latter  place,  where  the  appar- 
ently exposed  situation  of  tbe  building,  without 
any  high  wall  around  it,  and  the  detached  labor 
of  the  scattered  parties  of  convicts,  created  at 
the  first  glance  an  impression  of  the  insecurity 
of  the  Prison,  which  waa  in   reality   quite 

Kundlesa.  The  inspecton  of  the  Mount 
aaant  Prison,  adverting  to  the  diacipline  of 
their  inatitution,  in  their  laat  report,  obaerve— 
"The  vigor  and  perfection  of  fta  government 
do  not  appear  to  be  generally  known.  Here 
are  nearly  one  thouaand  convicta,  from  the 
loweat  villain,  the  very  poltroon  of  inlkmy,  to 
the  baniened  aeaperado,  whoae  lutpda  are  per- 
haps Btained  with  hlood,  and  whoae  whole  pre- 
vious life  had  been  a  continued  courae  of  crime 
and  of  terror.  Of  all  thia  nomber.  during  the 
houn  of  labor,  not  (me  ia  eonfinea  by  wall,  or 
lock,  or  bolt,  or  reatrained  in  limb  by  fetter  cf 
ahackle,  but  apread  out  into  diflbrent  aectiona ; 
aome  are  employed  at  the  distance  of  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Prison.  Wlaat, 
then,  keeps  them  in  subjection .'  Scarcely  tbe 
thirteen  guards,  for  no  greater  number  are 
on  duty  at  one  time.  No.  nv  the  mere  force  of 
diseiplme,at  the  will  of  thev  keeper,  they  are 
tamed  intd  submission,  and  moved  with  the 
ikcility  of  finished  mechanism." 

In  a  report  made  by  certain  eommiaaioneis 
to  the  legialature  of  New  Tork,  in  the  year  1895, 
it  ia  aaid— "  Tbe  Aubom  Priaon,  with  the  die- 
ct^ine  enforced  In  it,  preaenta  the  f(dlowing 
aavantagea : — ^that  the  aentence  of  the  law  can 
be  enforced  with  almoet  abaolute  certainty,  aince 
the  eacapea  must  be  nearly  impoeaible,  and  eon- 
apfaraey  quite  ao ;  and  an  atten^it  at  inanrree- 
tion,  therefore,  hopeleaa ;  conaequently,  that  die 
Priaon  ia  govemea  with  neat  comparative  aafo- 
ty  to  the  uvea  both  of  the  keepen  and  priaonera, 
which,  in  caae  of  inaurrection,  are  neceaaarily 
in  danger.  The  aeparate  cella  by  night,  and 
the  alienee  iveaerved  alwaya,  entirely  prevent 
all  contamination  among  the  priaonera:  tlraa 
at  once  ia  excluded  the  great  queatl<m  of  tbe 
classification  of  convicts,  which  has  so  much 
engaged  the  attention  of  benevolent  men  in 
Europe  and  America.  By  this  system  evenr 
prisoner  forms  a  class  tj  hlmaelf.  and  to  aU 
moral  and  aocial  purpoaea  he  is  insulated.  The 
novice  in  crime  may  work  for  yean  by  the  side 
of  the  moat  expert  felon,  without  making  any 
progress  in  the  myateriea  of  criminality.    The 
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prtaonan  are  compelled  to  work  dilifently  and 
profitably,  and  are  deterred  from  spoiling  their 
work.  Ajid  we  may  add,  aa  an  important  fear 
ture  of  this  system,  that  if  any  human  means 
can,  as  it  were,  enforce  repentance  and 
amendment,  it  Is  this.  The  entire  separation 
from  an  criminal  associates,  the  sobriety  of 
feeling  consequent  upon  temperance  and  labor, 
and,  most  of  all,  the  sadness  of  solitude,  most 
ftequently  make  serious  impressions.  We 
hare  seen  manifest  prooft  of  such  Impressions 
among  the  prisoners,  and  onlv  wish  there  were 
reason  to  expect  they  would  be  permanent." 

In  1897,  other  commissioners  say — "  We  con- 
alder  that  the  Auburn  Mson,  with  Its  govern- 
ment and  discipline,  Is  much  better  calcu- 
lated to  effect  the  intended  purposes  than  any 
other  we  have  beard,  or  have  any  knowledge, 
of." 

The  directors  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiarr, 
In  reporting  to  the  legislature  of  that  state,  in 
188B,  advert  to  the  "  excellent  discipline  of  the 
Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing."  They  re- 
mark, that "  the  experience  of  thciee  Prisons  has 
afforded  numerous  instances  of  reformation  to 
prove  that  their  discipline  combines  all  the  ad- 
vantages ever  expected  from  the  system,  and  is 
perhaps  as  perfect  aa  Prison  discipline  can  or 
need  be.  Their  principal  regulations  are  few 
and  simple,  tending  all  to  the  maintenance  of 
silence  among  the  convicts,  and,  indirectly, 
through  this  medium,  to  the  preservation  of 
order,  security  and  subordination.  Their  disci- 
pline now  serves  as  a  model  to  all  new  Prisons, 
and  is  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  those  of 
the  old  that  can  possibly  be  adapted  to  its  re- 
ception." The  Joint  committee  of  ibe  Council 
and  Assembly  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  in 
reporting  upon  their  State  Prison,  in  1890, 
"recommena,with  entire  unanimity  ,thebuilding 
of  a  new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at 
Auburn  In  New  York,  and  at  Weth^^fieid  in 
Connecticut."  They  reinsrS^  Jn  reference  to 
their  old  Prison,  "  that  the  r»-commitments  are, 
out  of  nlnetf ,  dsMa  a  second  time,  taw  a  third 
ume,  and  two  a  fourth  time.  Omm  ^  r^finr- 
mation,  we  have  heard  of  fbw  or  none.  At  Au- 
burn, out  of  six  hundred,  the  whole  number,  the 
re-«ommltmenta  are  stoemUen  a  second  time, 
and,  ftom  latest  information,  name  a  third. 
Ca$t9  «f  r^brmation  at  Auburn,  out  of  two  hun- 
dred and  six  discharged  convicts,  one  hatdrod 
•mdforfjif'Oiz  well  authenticated."- 

Having  thus  exhibited  the  nature  of  the  Au- 
burn system  of  Prison  discipline,  aa  well  as  of 
tbe  Philadelphia  system,  the  commissionen  are 
next  to  state  briefly  their  reasons  for  preferring 
the  former. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  in  what  consists  the 
Important  difference  between  the  two  systems. 
BoUi  profess  to  communicate  Instruction  to  the 
convicts  in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion. 
Both  conaider  ootOmio  and  labor  as  the  ground- 
work of  their  discipline.  The  grand  distinctive 
features  of  each  system  are  to  be  found  in  the 
regulations  preserving  th*  extent  of  the  seclu- 
sion, and  the  mode  and  manner  of  employing 
the  convicts.  According  to  the  Philadelphia 
rutea,  they  are  kept  In  separata  confinement  by 
day  aa  well  as  by  ni^t :  they  spend  their  days 
in  solltarv  labor  in  their  respective  yards,  and 
their  nlgbts  in  their  respective  solitary  cells. 
Their  s^nslon  thus  becomes  complete  and  un- 
broken ;  and  during  the  whole  term  of  their 
imprisonment,  the  convicts  neither  see  one 
another  nor  any  other  person,  excevt  the  olBcera 
Of  the  Prison,  and  such  other  Individuals  as  may 
be  pem^ted  to  enter  their  cells  upon  any  urgent 
occasion*  Acewdlng  to  the  Auburn  rules,  the 
convicts  am  kept  la  lolitaiy  oonllaement  In 


separate  cells  during  the  nl|^t,aiid  at  hard  labor, 
with  the  strictest  silence.  In  eompaniea  or  gaaf^ 
during  the  day.  At  Anbum,  alao,  tiie  c«aivleta 
mess  together  in  one  room,  but  wkhont  fbeiag 
each  other,  and  without  iniereoarse :  iboo^  at 
Sing  Sing  and  Wethersfldd,  which  Prisons  are 
coqaucted  on  the  general  principles  of  the  An- 
bum  Penitentiary  inrstem,  the  eoavkts  take  % 
their  meals  each  in  his  own  separate  cell.  Ib 
both  the  Philadelphia  and  the  Anbum  systeBS, 
it  apnean  that  salutary  discipline  has  been  com- 
bined with  profitable  labor :  for,  at  both  placea, 
via.  at  Philadelnhia  and  at  Anbuni,  the  eaiBlap 
of  the  convicts  have  been  aufficlsntly  prodadive 
^to  sumiort  the  reqiectlve  iastitntJoaa.  At  the 
same  tmie  it  must  be  remarked  that  the  prallls 
resulting  ftom  loint  labor  are  found  to  be  greater 
than  thoae  which  are  derived  fnmt  aoUtaiy 
labor. 

Both  systems  have  warm  advocatee ;  and.  aa 
the  extracta  that  have  been  noade  ahow,  thcf 
are  both  in  succcsaftil  and  saliafSKtovy 
tion. 

In  making  a  selection  under  these 
stances,  the  commissioners  have  been  guided  by 
sundry  consideratioiis,  the  chief  of  which  are 
the  following : — 

In^  first  place,  they  were  aeaaible  Chat  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada,  or  at  least  sock  of  thsai 
as  had  directed  their  attention  to  the  auMad, 
entertained  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  PeBKe*- 
tiary  system  which  was  in  action  under  tlrelr 
immediate  view ;  viz.  the  Anbum  ayatecn. 

Secondlv.  At  Anbum,  Sing  Sing,  &c^  we 
have,  as  the  Boston  Society  remarka,  **  a  ^.^qmt|l 
fill  example  of  what  may  b«  doSe  by  pioper 
discipline,  in  a  Priaonwefl  eonstracled.»'-!lH!B» 
it  is  said  of  oflicens  u  weU  as  men.  Chat  «•  there 
is  a  plac«  *0r  every  man,  and  that  evenr  man  la 
iC  \A»  place."—"  We  regard  It,"  thev  add,  •«  aa  ■ 
model  worthy  of  the  world's  UBiution.''— Cap- 
tain Basil  Hall,  too,  in  his  book  ef  travels  in  the 
United  States,  observes  that  he  minutely  ex- 
amined this  systepi,  and  thought  it  deserved  no 
slight  praise.  These  are  Imponaat  tesdaaoBiala 
In  Its  favor. 

Thirdly.  The  Auburn  system  la  not  only  heU 
in  high  estfanation  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
where  It  originated  and  has  been  for  sobm  time 
enforced,  but  has  been  suocessfbliy  adopted  tm 
several  other  states  of  the  American  eoafeda* 
racy,  vis.  Massachusetta,  Connecticat,  Yer- 
mont,  Illinois,  dec.  It  haa  ateo  atincled  the 
ihvorable  notice  of  other  countries,  especiaHy  of 
Great  Britain,  as  the  articles  in  a  recent  nmn- 
ber  of  the  London  Quarterly  Review  and  other 
publications  ftilly  prove. 

Fourthly.  The  Philad^phia  syatem  can  only 
be  refardtod  as  in  the  course  of  experim^rt. 
The  New  Penitentiary  at  that  city,  owing  to  the 
recency  of  its  construction,  has  not  yet  allbrdcd 
the  means  of  detnmining  its  vatae.  eilber  in- 
trinsically or  ccnnpantively.  It  is,  faideed, 
warmly  enlogixed  and  supported  by  its  ftieada, 
and  may,  pomlbly,  in  the  end,  establish  a  char- 
acter superior  to  all  other  Penitentiary  sysieaw 
yet  devMed.  Nevrrthelem  it  has  not  attained 
to  any  superiority  over  all  other  sjratema,  except 
at  home,  nor  has  it  been  adopted  any  where  ex- 
cept in  its  native  state. 

Taking  all  these  matters  into  conaidentiaB, 
the  commlMlonera  have  come  to  the  cosdoaioai 
that  the  Auburn  system  is  that  which  it  is  the 
aafer  to  act  on  in  this  provinoa. 

(Signed  1^) 

JOHN  MACAUI^Y, 
B.  C.THOllFSON. 

Dated  Khtgitm,  ISttk  ^Jfhtoadu,  IBS. 
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V. 

7%t  Ophdom  of  the  London  SoeUty  for  the 
Anprovement  of  Frisont,  coneermng  the 
U$e/idneM  of  the  Boston  Prison  Disaptvie 
Society, 

Tbe  Annnal  R«paru  of  that  most  vmlnable 
fautitution,  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Soci- 
ety, abound  with  Taluable  facts  relative  to  the 
Erogross  of  improvements  throughout  the  United 
tates:— the  enlightened  views  and  practical 
benevolence  of  that  Society,  entitle  lu  sup- 
poiten  to  tbe  esteem  and  gratitade  of  men  of 
■U  countries. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  Messrs,  O^  ^ 
A«i«jbirt  and  A.  Dm  Tbcn^^UviUe,  the 
£rmch  Cowumsstow:f:^    ^  ^   Peldten- 


ne  Opimon  of  the  French  Commissioners 
eoneenmtg  Vie  Usefulness  of  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society, 

The  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society  was 
eetablished  in  1896.  [Its  First  Beport  bears  date 
Jnne  9d,  ]8a8.~TBAm.]  From  that  time  to 
the  mesent,  t.  e.  during  six  years,  it  has  spent 
17,418  dollars  19  cento,  of  which  15.681  dollars 
were  given  by  charitable  persons.  [Accordinf 
to  the  last,  the  Seventh  Report,  bearing  date 
May  94, 1838,  there  were  received  during  the 
last  year  2ia3a  dollars,  of  which  477  dollars  49 
cento  were  the  balance  of  the  account  of  the 

Srevioos  year.— TaARs.]  It  collecto  all  possible 
ocumento  for  the  purpoee  of  enll^toning 
public  opinion,  shunning  no  fbtigue,  visiting 
good  ana  bad  Prisons,  poltttlng  out  the  defecto 
of  the  one,  and  the  advantoges  of  the  other,  tbe 
ameliorations  which  have  been  eflbcted,or  such 
as  ought  to  be  introduced. 

The  Reporto  published  bv  this  Society  are  like 
an  authentic  book,  in  which  all  abuses  and 
mtstokes  of  the  Penitentiary  sjrstera  are  regis- 
tered, whilst,  at  the  same  time,  all  happy  resulto 
are  stated. 

This  Society,  which  is  convinced  that  re- 
llglotts  instruction  is  the  basis  of  tbe  whole 

S^stom  ot  reform  of  Prisons,  has  supported, 
uring  six  years,  fkom  ito  own  funds,  ministers 
in  the  Prisons  of  Auburn,  Sing-Sing,  Wethers- 
field,  Lamberton,  (New  Jersey,)  and  Charles- 
town. 

The  sum  spent  already  for  this  otject  is 
47S7  doUais  99  cents.    See  the  six  Reporto. 

Liaaaa'f  TaA.icsi.ATioir. 


Tahle  of  Contents  ofihe  Report  of  the  French 
Commissioners,  reeentiy  trwmatod  from 
the  French,  by  Frmncis  Lddfer. 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
Penitentiary  System  la  the  United  States. 

Arramnx. 

On  Penal  Colonies. 
Alphabetical  Notes. 


On  Agricaltaial  Colonies. 

Public  Instruction  in  the  United  States. 

Pauperism  in  America. 

Imivisonment  for  Debt. 

Imprisonment  of  Wltneases. 

Temperance  Societies. 

Inquiry  concerning  the  Penitentiary  near 
PhiladelphU. 

Conversation  with  Mr.  Elam  Lynds. 

A  Letter  t>f  Judge  Wells  of  Wethersfleld. 
(To  which  the  translator  has  added  the  esti- 
mate for  the  New  Penitentiary  in  New  Jersey, 
on  the  Pennsylvania  plan.) 

Regulations  of  tbe  Wetheiafleld  Prison. 

Regulations  of  Mr.  Wells  for  the  House  of 
Reformation  in  Boston. 

Letter  of  Mr.  BarretL 

Philadelphia  House  of  Reflf*^  *"*  "*  "" 

vSrSrliSiS*^  ^^  ^^^  Stotes  of  New 
York,  Maryls;;;;^^  Md  Pennsylvania,  lelative  to 

r**  r'liitentiary  System,  especially  the  Sana- 
tory State  of  the  Prisons,  the  Right  of  Pardon, 
the  Penal  Laws  for  Slaves,  the  Mortality  of 
Colored  People,  Jtc. 

Stotistical  and  Corapaiative  Observations  on 
the  States  of  New  York.  Massachnsetto,  k/c 

Some  Comparisons  between  France  and 
America. 

Finances. 

To  which  is  added,  the  Article  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania Penitentiaiy  System,  as  originally 
written  for  the  Encyclopedia  Americana,  by 
the  translator,  with  some  additions,  making  in 
all  301  pages  octavo.— Liaaaa't  TaAirtLATioa. 


List  of  Documents  on  (he  Penitentiary  SyS' 
tern  in  (he  United  States ,  eoUeeted  by  the 
F*rench  Commissioners ,  and  deposited  in 
the  OJice  of  the  Minister  of  Commerce  and 
Pub&  Works  in  Paris,  imprised  in  six 
Folio  Volumes, 

Vol.  I, 


I.  Report  for  the  year  1890,  on  the  Charles* 
town  Prison,  near  Boston. 

9.  Report  for  the  year  1891. 

3.  ^«  "        1899. 

4.  ««  ««         1893. 

5.  ««  «         1894. 

6.  "  «•         1895. 

7.  «•  ««         1896. 

8.  *«  •«         1897. 
0.       "  "     •    1698* 

10.  Report  of  the  Ininecton  of  the  New  Peft* 
itentiary  for  the  year  1899. 

II.  Report  for  1830. 

19.  Laws  of  the  stote  of  Massachnsetto  r»> 
specting  the  Penitentiary,  and  rules  of  the 
Prison. 

13.  Some  statistical  docomentoonthe  Prison, 
and  a  manuscript  of  the  saperintondent,  who 
g^ve  it  to  us. 

14.  Regulations  of  the  Old  Prison  (I8B3). 

Csmmeetieat, 

15.  Report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
Inspect  tne  Old  Newgate  Prison,  for  1895. 

16.  Report  of  the  committee  ^pointed  to 
inspect  the  Old  Newgate  Prison,  for  1896. 

17.  Report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
construct  a  New  Prison,  for  1897. 

18.  Report  of  the  inspectors  of  tbe  Wetheia- 
fleld Prison  for  1898. 

19.  Report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Wethers 
field  Prison  for  1899. 

90.  Report  of  the  Inspedon  of  the  WethMOi- 
field  Prison  for  1830. 
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91 .  Report  of  the  inipecton  of  the  Wethere- 
field  Priflon  for  1831. 

fiL  Law  of  Connecticut  respecting  the  Pen- 
itentiary avstem,  1827. 

93.  Statiftlcal  table  of  Crimea  and  ofllBncea, 
from  1790  to  1831. 

94.  Letter  to  ua  by  Mr.  Barrett,  chaplain  of 
WethersOeid,  on  the  Penitentiaiy  lyiteni, 
October  7th,  1831. 

95.  Copy  of  a  contract  between  the  raperin- 
tendent  ot  Wethenfleld  and  a  contractor. 

96.  Manuscript  notice  by  Mr.  Banett,  on  the 
discipline  of  Wethersfleld,  October,  1831. 

Vol.  n. 
JWv  rorfc.>-yfiiasat  JiflnsgaU  Pritom, 

I.  Original  document  by  Mr.  Flagg,  secretary 
of  state,  to  us,  containing  a  report  on  Newptte, 
of  December  31,  1817  j  another  of  December 
31,  1818  j  and  a  third,  of  Januaxy  90. 1819. 

9.  Report  of  the  comptroller  of  the  state  of 
New  York  on  Newgate,  March  9, 1819. 

3.  Report  of  the  inspectors  of  Newgate, 
January  91, 1890. 

4.  Report  of  the  inspectors  of  Newgate,  of 
1894  and  1897. 

Report  tiX  the  inapeeton  of  Newgate,  of 
1893  and  1896. 

5.  Statistical  tables,  showing  the  number  and 
nature  of  crimes  In  the  state  of  New  York, 
copied  by  us  from  the  registers  of  Newgate. 

6.  Statistical  table,  showing  the  number  of 

Srisoners  pardoned,  escaped,  and  of  those  who 
ied ;  also  the  eipenses  or  the  Old  Newgate 
Prison  firom  1797  to  1810. 

Psmtaitisry  af  Smg^Sng. 

7.  Report  of  the  inapectoia  to  the  legialatnre 
for  1895. 

8.  Report  of  the  InspecUvs  to  the  legislature 
of  1897,  for  1896. 

0.  Report  of  the  inqweton  to  the  legislature 
of  1898,  for  1897. 

10.  Report  of  the  inspectors  to  the  legislature 
of  1890,  for  1898. 

II.  Report  of  the  inspectors  to  tile  legtslatun 
of  January  6, 1830. 

19.  Report  of  the  InqMdoia  to  the  legislature 
of  Januarys,  1831. 

13.  Report  of  the  inspectors  to  the  legislature 
of  January  19,1839. 

14.  Report  of  Mr.  Hopkins  on  Mr.  Elam 
Lynds.  March  10, 1831. 

15.  Manuscript  memoimndum  on  the  disci- 
pline of  Sing-fiing,  given  to  us  by  Mr.  Wiltae, 
superintendent  of  this  Prison. 

16.  Plan  of  Sing-Sing,  and  memorandum  of 
Mr.  Cartwright,  containing  a  plan  and  estimate 
of  the  expenses  of  this  Prison. 

PeidtaUimr$4^Aukmnu 

17.  Manuscript  report  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  inspect  Auburn,  March  16, 1818. 

i8.  Report  of  the  inspeetora  of  the  Anbum 
Prison,  of  Pebruary  1, 1819. 

19.  Report  of  ths  inspeeton  of  the  Auboni 
Prison,  for  the  Tear  1890. 

90.  Report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Aubum 
Prison,  of  January  1, 1894,  for  1893. 

91.  Report  of  the  Inraectors  of  the  Auburn 
Prison,  of  January  96, 1895,  for  1884. 

SI9.  Report  of  the  inspeeton  of  the  Auburn 
Prison,  of  Pebruary  9, 1896,  for  1895. 

93.  Report  of  the  inspeeton  of  the  Anbum 
Prison,  of  Januair  8, 1887,  for  1886. 

94.  Report  of  the  inspeeton  of  the  Auburn 
Prison,  of  January  5, 1898,  for  1887. 

95.  RepjNt  of  the  inspeeton  of  the  Auboni 
PrtsoD,  of  Janoaiy  1, 1819,  for  1886. 


Vol.  IIL 


I.  Report  of  the  inspeeton  of  the  Anham 
Prison,  of  January  18, 1830,  for  1889. 

9.  Report  of  the  inspeeton  of  tiM  AuboB 
Prison,  of  JanuaiT  94,  ifel,  for  1830. 

3.  Ri^rt  of  tiie  inspe^on  of  the  Anbum 
Prison,  of  January  30,  ite,  for  1831. 

4.  On  the  construction  and  discipUae  of  Aa> 
bum,  by  Genhom  Powen,  1896. 

5.  Report  of  Gershom  Powers  on  Anhnm 
Prison,  1898. 

6.  Letter  of  Genhom  Powen.  in  aaswer  to 
Edward  LiTinnton,  1889. 

7.  Rej^rt  ofMeasn.  Hopkins  and  libUta  oB 
the  Auburn  Prison,  January  13, 18B7. 

8.  Remarks  of  Genhom  Fowen  on  dlaeipli- 
naiy  Dunishments,  1898.  • 

9.  inquiry  into  the  Auburn  diaclpliBe,  aad 
on  the  BTstem  of  contnct. 

10.  Manuscript  given  to  us  hy  the  clerk  of 
Auburn,  respecting  the  order  and  dlacipllBO 
of  that  Prison. 

II.  Oonveivation  which  we  had  with  Mr. 
Smith  chaplain  of  the  Anhum  Prison. 


Vol.  IV. 
MajlamL^OU  PHseo,  end  JMms 


1.  LegislatiTe  documents  respeetiBg  the  Muy^ 
land  Penitentiary,  1819. 

9.  Regulations  of  the  New  PenilwiHiiy,  Do> 
comber  99, 1898. 

3.  Report  of  the  dlioctora  of  the  PisnltoBtiaiy, 
December  93, 1888. 

4.  Report  of  the  directon  of  the  Peattontiaij, 
December  91, 1889. 

5.  Report  of  the  directon  of  the  PeniteBtlaiy, 
Deeember  90, 1830. 

6.  Observations  of  Mr.  Niles  on  the  Feiiite»> 
tiary,  December  99, 1899. 

7.  Letter  of  Bfr.  MacEvoy  on  the  soom^ 
December  4, 1831. 

8.  Table  of  ezeeutlona  in  MarylaBd,  fton 
1786  to  this  day. 


9.  Report  to  the  legislature  on  the  Pealls»> 
tianr  system,  January  97,1881. 

10.  Notice  of  Roberts  vanx  on  the  Peniten- 
tiary system  in  Pennsylvania,  1886. 

11.  Letter  of  Roberts  Vauz  to  Wllltem  Roeeoo, 
on  the  same  subject,  1887. 

19.  Letter  of  Edward  LivinfMoa  to  Soberti 
Vanx,  on  the  same  subjecL 

13.  Observations  on  the  same  aol^aet  hf 
Dr.  Bache,  1889. 

14.  Description  of  the  New  PenlleDtini7,18B9. 

15.  Constitution  of  the  Prison  Society  of 
Philadelphia. 

16.  First  and  aeoond  reports  on  the  New 
Penitentiary,  1831. 

17.  Acts  of  the  legisUmre.  eoncatelng  the 
new  penal  laws  connected  wtth  the  New  Pen- 
itendary  system.    RegulatloBS  of  the  Prison. 

18.  Letter  of  Dr.  Bache  on  the  New  Penitsn- 
tiary  system,  contained  In  a  number  of  the 
Journal  of  Law. 

19.  Three  numben  of  Hasard*a  Roaster, 
containing  statistical  documents  on  the  Peni- 
tentiary system  of  Pennsylvania. 

90.  Letter  of  Samuel  Wood  on  the  Penllen> 
tl^  system,  1831. 

91.  Report  of  the  commisskmen  appolated 
toi  the  revision  of  the  penal  code  of  Ponasyl- 
vania,  December  SM,  1887. 

99.  Of  the  Penitentiaiy  system  la  Peaasyl- 
viata,  by  Mease,  1898. 
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Vd.  V. 

Otmrol  DoaumgHtt  m  the  Paatmiiarg  SfMM,  or 
trndaneOif  wmteeud  mtk  iL 

I.  SixReporUoftbeBcMtonPriionDiflcipIliM 
Society,  ftnm  1896  to  1839. 

9.  Report  of  Mr.  Grey  reipecting  the  ereetlon 
of  work-shop*  for  delivered  prisoners. 

3.  Introdttciory  Report  to  the  Coda  of  Prison 
Discipline,  prepared  for  the  state  of  Loaisiaaa, 
by  Edward  LiTinnton,  1897. 

4.  On  the  alKdltion  of  capital  punishment, 
by  the  same. 

5.  Reflections  on  the  Penitentiary  System, 
by  Mr.  M.  Carey,  of  Philadelphia,  1831. 

6.  Essay  on  the  Penal  Code  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  Tyson. 

7.  Report  of  1631  on  the  Temperance  Society 
of  New  York. 

8.  Report  of  1831  on  the  Temperance  Society 
of  Pennsylvania. 

9.  Medical  Statistics  of  Philadelphia,  by 
Emerson,  1831. 

10.  Report  on  primary  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, 1831. 

II.  Laws  respecting  schools  in  Pennsylvania. 

12.  Three  statistical  tables  on  the  sanatory 
state  of  Baltimore. 

13.  Report  on  the  school  fund  in  Connecticut. 

14.  Letter  directed  by  Mr.'EIam  Lynds  to 
oarselves,  on  the  Penitentiary  system,  October 
10,1831. 

15.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Elam  Lynds  on  tlie  Pen- 
itentiary system.  (Manuscript  sent  by  him  to 
oarselves,  July  8, 1831.) 

16.  Statistical  table  on  the  number  of  crimes 
in  Ohio. 

17.  Another  table  on  the  number  of  crimes 
lince  1815. 

18.  Letter  cf  Mr.  M*Lean,  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Pen- 
Uentiary  system. 

19.  StiUistical  table  of  convictions  pronounced 
ia  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  from  1785  to  1795. 

20.  Statistical  table  of  convictions  pronounced 
by  the  Supreme  Court. 

31.  Statistical  ubie  of  convictions  from  1800 
to  1810,  and  f^um  1890  to  1830. 

92.  General  table  of  convictions  pronounced 
in  the  state  of  New  York  during  the  year  1830. 
for  crimes,  cMflfences,  &c.  (with  Uie  exception  of 
judgments  pronounced  by  police  magistrates.) 

93.  Manuscript  of  Judge  Wells,  (at  Wethers- 
field,)  containing  his  opinion  on  the  Peniten- 
tiary sysRm,  the  plan  or  a  Prison  for  500  pris- 
oners, and  the  estimate  of  expenses  of  their 
■npport. 

91.  C<Mpy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Hosack 
of  New  York,  by  William  Roscoe. 

Vol.  VI. 

1.  Discourse  on  the  opening  <tf  the  House  of 
Refuge  of  New  York,  1896. 
9.  Report  of  1897  on  the  House  of  ReAige. 

3.  »*     1828  ««    ««      «« 

4.  ««     1839   *•     "      " 

5.  "     1830  **  "      «« 

6.  «     1831  "     "      " 

7.  "     1839  «     ««      " 

8.  Regulations  of  the  House  of  ReAige  of 
New  York,  and  appeal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
New  York,  by  the  committee  on  Prisons,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  support. 

PluLadiipkia  atd  Boston^  fe. 

9.  Appeal  of  the  directors  of  the  House  of 
ReRige  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  fiinds, 
1626. 

10.  Dlscooise  pronounced  by  Mr.  J.  Sergeant, 
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on  the  opening  of  the  Rouse  of  Refhge  of 
PhUodelphia. 

11.  Another  appeal  of  the  directors  of  the 
House  of  Reftige  to  their  fellow  citizens,  1896. 

19.  First  rrport  on  the  House  of  Rerage  of 
Philadelphia.  1899. 

13.  Secona  report  on  the  House  of  RefVige  of 
Philadelphia,  1830. 

14.  Third  report  on  the  House  of  ReAige  of 
Philadelphia,  1831. 

15.  Regulations  of  the  House  of  Reformatloo 
of  Boston,  1830. 

16.  Report  of  the  committee  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  House  of  Reflige  in  Baltimore. 

17.  Form  of  an  indenture  for  individuals 
leaving  the  House  of  ReAige  of  Phlhidelphla. 

18.  Inquiry  into  the  House  of  Refuge  of 
New  York- 

19.  Various  documents,  seven  in  number,  on 
the  House  of  Refuge  of  New  York. 

The  whole,  composing  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  pieces,  arranged  in  the  way  in- 
dicated above,  in  six  volumes  folio,  have  been 
deposited  by  the  minister  of  commerce  and 
public  works  in  the  archivus  of  hid  office. 

The  nuttre  du  mqutUt^  secretarj'-general  of 
the  office  of  the  minister  of  commerce  and 
public  works,  acknowledges  to  have  received 
from  Messrs.  de  Beaumont  and  de  Tocque- 
ville  the  volumes  above  mentioned,  which  have 
been  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  "  mini** 
tiy,"  section  of  the  library. 

The  wuAtre  da  rtquHu.  secretair-general, 
jrSigned)        EDMOND  BLANC. 

LixBsa**  TaAHtLATioir. 


Convertation  of  the  French  CommUsioner$ 
foilh  the  Prisoners  in  the  New  Penitentiary 
in  PhUadelpltia,  October,  1831.* 

No.  Sid. — ^This  prisoner  knows  how  to 
read  and  write ;  hss  been  convicted  of  murder  j 
says  his  health,  without  being  bad,  is  not  so 
good  as  when  be  was  free :  denies  strongly 
having  committed  the  crime  for  which  he  was 
convicted  ;  confesses  to  have  been  a  drunkard, 
turbulent  and  irreligious.  But  now.  he  adds, 
his  mind  is  changed  ;  he  finds  a  klna  of  pleas- 
ure in  solitude,  and  is  only  tormented  by  tl>e 
desire  of  seeing  once  more  his  flunily,  and  of 
giving  a  moral  and  Christian  education  to  hi<i 
children  ;  a  thing  which  he  never  had  thought 
of  when  A-ee. 

QiiM.  Do  you  believe  you  could  live  here 
whhout  labor? 

Jtns.  Labor  seems  to  me  absolutely  necessary 
foi' existence ;  I  believe  I  should  die  without  it. 

Q^es,  Do  you  often  see  the  wardens  ? 

Ans.  About  six  times  a  day. 

QuM.  Is  It  a  consolation  to  see  them  ? 

Jins,  Yes,  sir.  It  is  with  joy  I  see  their  fig- 
ures. This  summer,  a  cricket  entered  my 
Sard  ;  it  looked  to  me  like  a  companion.  If  a 
utterfly,  or  any  other  animal,  enters  my  cell,  I 
never  do  it  any  harm. 

No.  36. — The  prisoner  had  suffered  previously 
a  punishment  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison; 
says  he  prefers  imprisonment  in  the  Peniten- 
tiary to  the  Old  Prison.  His  health  is  excellent, 


•  Nobody  b  allowed  to 
mourn,  Um  vudeaa,  and  the  rhaptoin 


coBTiebLaxM 
lain.    [Tbem 


— TVam.l 
ifh  to  nan 


axMpt  the  is. 
■le  ■OHM 


few  oiben  who  are  odkial  vkhon. — TVam.l    The  PhiU- 


deljAia  maifiatntee  wen  kind  enoofh  to  maM  an  txerp- 
tion  of  the  rule  In  bvor  of  ua.  We  were  Inirodueed  htto 
all  the  cells,  and  left  alone  with  the  priaooen.  It  ia  liw 
(vault  of  a  nrtnlfht'i  obaerratloii,  which  we  offer  above  to 
the  reader.  TIm  number  at  tlie  head  ot  nth  aitide,  Indt- 
calM  the  place  which  the  priwo^r  boldt  in  the  lik,  aa  to  tha 
time  of  nta  impriBonmrnt  in  the  Penilentiarr.  We  have 
often  oiDlnad  to  note  it  down,  aa  tha  laadsr  wiO  And. 
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and  lolitude  does  not  aMin  to  him  iorappoita- 
Ue.  Asked  whether  he  Is  obliged  to  work; 
be  nys,  no  j  but  adds,  labor  must  be  regarded 
as  a  great  bsneflt.  Sunday  seerae  intermina- 
bly long,  becauM  then  he  ia  not  allowed  to 
work. 

Qmm.  What  Ifl,  in  your  opinion,  the  princi- 
pal advantage  of  the  new  system,  to  which  you 
are  subject? 

dfMi  Hera  the  prisoner  does  not  know  any 
of  his  companions,  and  is  not  known  by  them. 
It  was  anison  acquaintance,  who,  after  I  had 
Uft  Walnut  Street,  again  invdved  me  in  a 
theft 

Qais.  Have  yoa  sufficient  to  eat  ? 

Jms,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmw.  Do  you  believe  the  yard  belonging  to 
your  cell  Is  necessary  for  it  ? 

Jhu.  I  am  convinced  It  would  be  Impossible 
to  do  without  it. 

No.  41. — A  young  man ;  confesses  to  being 
a  criminal ;  sheds  tears  during  our  whole  con- 
versation, particularly  when  ne  la  reminded 
of  his  flunfly.  "  Happily,"  says  he,  **  nobody 
can  see  me  here  ;**  ne  hopes  then  to  return 
into  society,  without  being  stamped  with 
shame,  and  not  to  be  rejected  hy  it. 

Qmw.  Do  you  find  It  difficult  to  endure  soU- 
tnde? 

jfw.  Ah !  stl^  It  Is  the  most  honld  punish- 
ment that  can  be  imagined ! 

Que*.  Does  your  health  suffer  by  It  ? 

Au,  No:  It  is  very  good;  but  my  soul  is 
verv  sick. 

QiMt.  Of  what  do  you  think  most  ? 

Jhu,  Of  religion;  religious  Ideas  are  my 
greatest  consolation. 

Qm#.  Do  you  see  now  and  then  a  minister  ? 

JinM,  Yes,  every  Sunday. 

Qmw.  Do  you  like  to  converse  with  him  ? 

jfM.  It  Is  a  great  happiness  to  be  allowed  to 
talk  to  him.  Last  Sunday,  he  was  a  whole  hoar 
with  me ;  he  promised  to  bring  me,  to-mormw, 
news  A-om  my  fkther  and  mother.  I  hope  they 
are  alive ;  for  a  whole  year  I  have  not  heard 
of  them. 

QiiM.  Do  you  think  labor  an  alleviation  of 
your  skoation  ? 

jfjM.  It  would  be  ImposslUe  to  live  here 
without  labor.  Sunday  is  a  veiy  long  day,  I 
assure  you. 

Qmm.  Do  you  believe  your  little  yard  might 
be  dispensed  with,  without  injury  to  your 
health? 

Aiu,  Yes,  by  establishing  In  a  cell  a  contin- 
ued current  of  air. 

QiMw.  What  idea  have  ^ou  fonned  of  the 
utility  of  the  system  to  which  you  are  subject  ? 

Jhu.  If  there  is  any  system  which  can  make 
men  reflect  and  reform,  it  is  this. 

No.  56. — Has  been  convicted  three  times j 
has  a  feeble  constitution :  has  not  been  wen 
during  the  first  months  of^  his  stay  in  the  Pen- 
itentiary, which  he  attributes  to  want  of  exer- 
cise, and  sufficient  current  of  air.  He  has  been 
brought  to  the  Penitentiary  at  his  own  request ; 
he  loves,  bo  says,  solitude ;  he  wishes  to  lose 
sight  of  his  former  cotaipanions,  and  form  no 
new  ones:  shows  his  Bible,  and  araures  us 
that  he  draws  his  greatest  consolations  firom 
this  book. 

Qkm.  You  work  here  without  reluctance: 
von  have  said  to  me  that  this  was  not  the  case 
in  the  other  Prisons  in  which  you  have  been 
imprisoned ;  what  is  the  cause  of  this  difference  ? 

Jtns.  lAbor  Is  here  a  pleasure  :  it  would  be  a 
great  sKfrevatlon  of  our  evils,  should  we  ever 
be  deprived  of  It.  I  believe,  however,  thai, 
forced  lo  do  it,  I  mipbt  dispense  with  it 

No.  46. — Is  fifty-two  years  old ;  was  sen- 
tenced for  burglary ;  enjoys  good  health ;  soli- 


tude 


to  him 


a  pnnlahmieat  ennmdy 
hard ;  the  presence  of  the  keepers,  even,  is  a 
great  satisfaction  for  him.  and  he  wonld  €«•• 
aider  it  a  happv  event  If  a  aalnister  would 
sometimes  visit  him ;  considera  labor  his  great- 
est consolation.  He  denies  having  comautted 
the  crime  which  caused  his  eonvictioB. 

No.  61.— Was  convicted  for  horse  rtealiag ; 
saya  he  is  innocent.  Nobody,  he  eaya,  can 
iniaglne  the  horrid  punlslunent  of  contianed 
solitude.  Asked  how  he  passes  Ua  tiaae ;  be 
savs  there  are  but  two  means  labor,  and  the 
Bible.  The  Bible  is  his  greatest  conaolatioQ, 
Ue  aeems  to  be  strongly  actuated  hr  religloas 
ideas ;  his  conversation  is  animated  ;  be  can- 
not apeak  long  without  being  agitated,  and 
shedding  tean.  (We  have  made  the  tiwr  re> 
mark  of  all  whom  We  have  seen,  so  Ihr.)  Be  is 
a  German  by  birth  ;  lost  his  fiither  eariy,  and 
has  been  badiv  educated.  Has  been  above  a 
year  In  the  Pnson.  Health  food.  AcconUag 
to  him,  the  adjacent  yard  is  absolutely  bscss 
sarv  for  the  health  of  the  prisoner. 

No.  65.— Is  thirty  yean  old ;  wlthoot  Aunlly ; 
convicted  of  foraery  :  seven  months  in  Prison  ; 
health  very  sood .  He  i»  little  communicative ; 
complains  of  solitude,  which  becomes  loierehle 
by  labor  only.  Religions  Ideas  seam  to  occupy 
him  but  little. 

No.  39. — A  negro  of  twenty  yean  of  aae ;  has 
received  no  education,  and  has  no  family; 
was  sentenced  for  burglaiy ;  haa  been  foarleea 
months  In  the  Penitentiary ;  health  ezcelleBt; 
labor,  and  vislu  of  the  dmplain,  are  his  only 

Eleasures.  This  voung  man,  who  seems  to 
ave  a  heiAry  mind,  hardly  knew  the  letlen  of 
the  alphabet,  previously  to  his  eatering  the 
Penitentiary ;  he  has,  however,  by  bis  own  ex- 
ertions, attained  to  reading  fluently  bia  Bible. 

No.  90. — Has  been  convicted  or  the  murder 
of  his  wife ;  has  been  eighteen  months  in  the 
Penitentiary  ;  health  excellent ;  has  a  very  in- 
telligent look;  at  first,  he  says,  soUtnde  was 
InsufTerable,  but  custom  overcomes  gradually 
the  horror;  labor  becomes  entertaining,  and 
the  Bible  a  pleasure ;  isolation  is  tempered  by 
the  dally  visits  of  the  wardens.  Be  has  learned 
In  Priaon  the  art  of  weaving.  The  turn  of  ideas 
of  this  prisoner  is  peculiarly  grave  and  rrli- 
glotts ;  It  ts  a  remark  which  we  have  bad  oeca- 
aion  to  make  upon  almost  all  whom  we  have 
visited. 

No.  79. — A  negro  of  twenty-fonr  years,  con- 
victed of  thefl  a  second  time ;  he'seeou  fUll  of 
Intelligence. 

Que*.  You  have  been  a  priaoner  of  Walaat 
Street.  What  dilTerence  is  there  between  ilMt 
Prison  and  this  Penitentiary  ? 

jffas.  The  erisonera  were  a  great  deal  less 
unhappy  in  Walnut  Street  than  here,  because 
there  they  could  freely  commonicaie  with  each 
other. 

Qmss.  You  seem  to  work  with  pleasare: 
was  it  the  same  with  yon  la  Walnut  Street  ? 

JtM,  No;  there  labor  was  a  burden,  which 
we  tried-to  esc^M  In  all  possihie  ways ;  here 
it  is  a  great  consolation. 

Que*.  Do  you  read  the  BiUe  somctbnea. 

Jhu.  Yes,  very  often. 

Ones.  Did  you  do  the  same  in  Walnut  Street  ? 

Jhu.  No ;  I  never  found  |4easore  In  reading 
the  BIMe,  or  hearing  religioua  diacouraee,  bat 
here. 

This  prisoner  has  been  here  since  six  months ; 
health  excellent. 

No.  83.— Thirty  veara  of  age ;  Is  in  a  slate 
of  relapse.  In  Baltimore,  where  be  was  de- 
tained, the  discipline  was  very  bard,  and  the 
daily  task  of  labor  very  considerable. 

Qiiiv.    Do    you    prefer   beinf 
here  ? 
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jtnt.  No ;  I  thoold  prefer  to  retam  to  Balti- 
more, because  there  le  no  eolitude  there. 

He  hai  been  but  two  months  here ;  has  had 
the  fever ;  but  hie  health  is  entirely  restored. 

No.  64.'A  negro  of  twenty-six  years ;  con- 
victed of  burglary ;  his  intelligence  seems  to  be 
but  little  f  has  learned  to  weave  in  Prison. 

No.  00. — Convicted  of  an  attempt  to  commit 
murder ;  fifty-two  years  of  age :  has  seven  chil- 
dren ;  has  received  a  good  euucation :  was  a 
prisoner  in  Walnut  Street:  makes  a  frightfhl 
picture  of  the  vices  in  that  Prison :  but  believes 
most  of  the  convicts  would  prefer  to  return 
to  Walnut  Street,  than  to  enter  the  Peniten- 
tiary ;  they  shun  solitude  so  much. 

Asked  his  opinion  respecting  the  wynH^m  of 
imprisonment;  he  says  that  it  cannot  fUl  to 
make  a  deep  impression  on  the  souls  of  the 
prisoners. 

No.  15.— Twenty-eight  years  old ;  convicted 
of  manslaughter;  has  been  above  two  yean  in 
the  Penitentiary;  his  health  excellent;  has 
learned  to  weave  In  his  cell.  Solitude  ap- 
peared at  first  insufiferable ;  but  one  accustoms 
himself  to  it. 

No.  54. — Thirty-five  years  old ;  convicted  of 
the  murder  of  his  wift ;  has  been  a  year  In  the 
Penitentiary :  health  excellent. 

The  remarks  which  this  person  makes  on 
the  sufferings  caused  by  solitude,  prove  bow 
much  he  has  undergone ;  but  he  begins  to  ac- 
custom himself  to  this  kind  of  life,  and  does 
not  find  it  any  longer  as  bard. 

No.  S9.^A  negro  of  thirty-four  years;  has 
been  convicted  for  theft  once  before ;  ei^teen 
months  ^ere ;  health  pretty  good. 

Qiusf.  Do  yon  find  the  discipline  to  which 
you  are  subject  as  severe  as  it  is  represented  ? 

Ant.  No ;  but  that  depends  upon  the  dispo- 
sition of  tne  prisoner.  If  he  takes  solitary 
confinement  bad.  he  lUIs  into  Irritation  and 
despair;  if,  on  the  contrarv,  he  immediately 
sees  the  advantages  which  he  can  derive  fhmi 
h,  it  does  not  appear  Insupportable. 

Q«M.  You  have  been  imprisoned  already  in 
Walnut  Street  ? 

Atu.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  cannot  imagine  a 
greater  den  of  vice  and  crime.  It  requires  but 
a  few  days  for  a  person  not  very  guilty  to  be- 
come a  consummate  criminals 

Qvcf.  Ite  vou  think  that  the  Penitentiaiy  is 
superior  to  tne  Old  Prison  ? 

jffu.  That  is  as  if  you  were  to  ask  me, 
whether  the  sua  was  finer  than  the  moon.* 

No.  68. — ^Age  twenty-4hree ;  convicted  of 
theft ;  has  been  here  six  months ;  health  ex- 
cellent ;  he  is  cold,  and  little  communicative ; 
he  only  becomes  animated  by  speaking  of  the 
sufferings  of  solitude ;  he  works  with  ardor ; 
the  presence  of  a  visitor  never  interrupts  his 
labor. 

No.  85. — Has  been  here  two  months  ;  con- 
victed of  theft.  Health  good,  but  his  mind 
seems  to  be  very  agitated.  If  you  speak  of  his 
wife  and  child,  he  weeps  bitterly.  In  short, 
the  Impressioa  produced  by  the  Prison  seems 
Very  deep. 

No.  67.— Age  thirty-eight;  convicted  of 
theft;  has  been  here  eight  months.  Health 
good.  Became  a  Shoemaker  in  the  Prison,  and 
makes  six  imin  of  shoes  a  week. 

This  inaivldual  seems  to  have  naturally  a 
grave  and  meditative  mind.  Scriitude  In  Pria- 
nn  has  singularly  increased  this  disposition. 
His  reflections  are  the  resaltsof  a  very  elevated 
order  of  ideas.  He  seems  lo  be  occupied  only 
with  philosophical  and  OhrisUan  thou^ts. 

Xo.  53.— Age  thirty-nine;  Is  In  a  state  of 
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relapse ;  has  baen  formerly  In  Walnut  Street ; 
says  that  that  Prison  is  a  shocking  place ;  one 
cannot  leave  it  honest.  If  I  had  been,  he  says, 
at  first  in  this  Penitentiary,  I  should  not  have 
committed  a  second  crime. 

Qhm.  Have  you  accustomed  yourself  easily 
to  solitude  ? 

Jhu.  At  first,  solitude  seemed  to  me  horrid ; 
gradually  I  accustomed  myself  to  It ;  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  I  could  live  here  without  labor. 
Without  labor  there  ia  no  sleep. 

This  person  has  been  nearly  a  year  in  this 
Prison ;  enjoys  good  health. 

No.  1.— This  prisoner,  the  first  who  was 
sent  to  the  Penitentiary,  is  a  neno.  Hss  been 
here  more  than  two  yeara.  His  health  Is 
excellent. 

This  man  works  with  ardor :  he  makes  ten 
pair  of  shoes  a  week.  His  mind  seems  very 
tranquil;  his  disposition  excellent.  He  con- 
siders his  beiiig  brought  to  the  Penitentiary  as 
a  sisnal  benefit  of  Providence.  His  thoughts 
are  m  general  religious.  He  read  to  us  in  the 
Gospel  the  parable  of  the  good  shepherd,  the 
meaning  of  which  touched  him  deeply ;  one 
who  was  bom  of  a  degraded  and  depressed 
race,  and  had  never  experienced  any  thing  but 
indifference  and  harshness. 

No.  17. — Is  a  mulatto,  convicted  of  theft; 
confined  twenty  months;  was  never  ill. 
Charitable  persons  have  tau^t  him  to  read ; 
he  learned  nere  shoemaking.  The  necessity 
of  labor  was  so  great,  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
fint  week,  he  was  able  to  make  coarse  shoes. 

No.  50. — Thirty-seven  years  old ;  in  relapse ; 
paints  energetically  the  vices  which  prevail  In 
Walnut  Street,  where  he  has  been  imprisoned. 

If  they  had  put  me  here  for  my  first  crime, 
he  said,  I  never  should  have  committed  a  see- 
ond;  but  one  always  leaves  Walnut  Street 
worse  than  he  entera  it.  Nowhere  but  here  Is 
it  possible  to  reflect. 

Qae*.  But  the  discipline  of  this  Penitentiary 
is  very  severe  ? 

Jhu.  Yes,  sir :  particularly  in  the  beginning. 
Durinff  the  two  first  months,  I  was  near  fUling 
Into  despair.  But  reading  and  labor  have 
gradually  comforted  me. 

This  prisoner  has  been  twenty  months  here. 
Health  excellent. 

No.  69.— A  well-educated  man,  thirty-two 
years  old.    He  was  a  physician. 

Solitary  confinement  seems  to  have  made  a 
profound  impression  upon  this  young  man. 
He  speaks  of  the  first  time  of  his  Imprisonment 
with  horror ;  the  remembrance  makes  him  weep^ 
During  two  months,  he  savs,  he  was  In  despair ; 
but  time  has  alleviated  his  situation.  At  pres- 
ent, he  is  resigned  to  his  fhte,  however  austere 
it  inav  be.  He  was  allowed  to  do  nothing ; 
but  idleness  is  so  horrid,  that  he  nevertheless 
always  works.  As  he  knew  no  mechanic  art, 
he  occupies  himself  with  cutting  leather  for  the 
shoemakers  in  the  Prison.  His  greatest  grief 
is  not  to  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  his 
fhmily.  He  ended  the  conversation  by  saying, 
Solitsury  confinement  is  very  painful,  but  I  nev- 
ertheless consider  it  an  institution  eminently 
useful  for  society. 

Health  good.  He  does  not  complain  of  the 
physical  part  of  the  discipline  to  which  be  Is 
subject. 

No.  4.— Age  twenty  years ;  has  been  impris- 
oned already  once  In  Walnut  Street.  He  as- 
cribes his  relapse  to  the  pernicious  influence 
of  that  Prison.  **  We  are  here  much  happier," 
be  says ;  **  not  that  the  discipline  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary is  mild ;  fkr  fhnn  it ;  the  fint  days  par- 
ticularly are  hoitM ;  1  believed  despahr  would 
kill  me.  Yet  I  liave  never  been  ill,  though  I 
have  been  hers  now  fbr  tiro  yean." 
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No.  95«— Thli  prifoner  is  above  el^ty. 
When  we  entered,  he  was  reading  his  Bible. 

No.  73. — A  negro  woman,  twenty  yean  of 
age,  in  relapse.  She  raya  the  Penitentiary  ^ 
far  Buperior  to  Walnut  Street  Prieon. 

Qm«.  Why  bo? 

Ant,  Because  it  makes  one  think.  She  has 
been  seven  months  here ;  health  very  good. 

No.  6. — Has  been  two  yean  in  this  Prison ; 
arrived  liere  unwell ;  and  his  health  has  been 
re-established  In  the  cell. 

No.  69.— Thirty  yean  old  ;  convicted  •  of 
theft ;  has  been  five  months  in  Prison ;  health 
apparently  very  good,  but  his  mind  dejected. 
<*  I  do  not  believe,"  he  save, "  that  I  ever  shall 
leave  this  cell  alive:  solitude  is  fatal  to  the 
humw  constitution }  it  will  kill  me." 

Qmw.  What  are  your  consolations  ? 

Ans,  I  have  but  two-~labor,  and  the  perusal 
of  my  Bible. 

No.  51. — Forty-four  yean  old ;  In  relapse. 
He  regrets  bitterly  having  the  flnt  time  Men 
Imprisoned  in  Walnut  Street.  "  Nowhere  but 
here,**  says  he,  "  can  one  reflect." 

He  has  been  here  ten  months ;  his  health 
was  never  better. 

No.  47.— Has  been  a  year  in  the  Peniten- 
tiai7  ;  health  apparently  excellent. 

His  disposition  appean  good  ;  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  attach  much  importance  to  his  words, 
•s  he  expects  soon  to  be  pardoned. 

No.  66.— Twenty-<me  years.  Contrary  to  the 
ordinary  coone,  he  reAised  at  first  to  work, 
and  it  required  a  long  diet  to  subdue  him.  At 
present,  he  is  perfectly  subdued  ;  he  has  felt  the 
necessitv  of  labor  in  solitude,  and  works  with 
ardor.  He  has  learnt  in  a  short  time  shoe- 
natking,  and  makes  now  from  eight  to  nine 
pair  of  shoes  a  week. 

Has  been  here  eight  months;  health  ez- 
callenU 

No.  00. — Aged  forty.  Imprisoned  for  rob- 
bery on  the  h^way,  with  arms  in  his  hand ; 
seems  very  intelligent ;  told  us  his  story  in  the 
following  terms : 

"  I  was  fourteen  or  fifteen  yean  old  when  I 
arrived  in  Philadelphia.  I  am  thp  sop  of  a  poor 
fhrmer  in  the  west,  and  I  came  in  search  of 
employment.  I  iMd  no  acquaintance,  and 
found  no  work;  and  the  first  nicht  I  was 
obliged  to  lie  down  on  the  deck  of  a  vessel, 
having  no  other  place  of  rest.  Here  I  was  dis- 
covered the  next  morning ;  the  constable  ar- 
rested ne,  and  the  mayor  sentenced  me  to  one 
month's  unprlsonment  as  a  vagrant.  Con- 
founded, dnrini;  my  short  imprisonment,  with 
a  number  of  oiulefacton  of  all  ages,  I  lost  the 
honest  principles  which  my  (kther  had  given 
me,  and,  on  leaving  the  Prison,  one  of  my  flnt 
acts  was  to  Join  several  young  delinquents  of 
ny  own  age,  and  to  assist  uem  in  various 
thefts.      I    was    arrested,    tried,    and    ac- 

auitted.  Now  I  thought  myself  safe  ftom  jus- 
ice,  and,  confident  in  my  skill,  I  committed 
other  ofl^ences,  which  brought  me  again  before 
the  court  I  was  sentenced  to  an  imprison- 
inent  of  nine  yean  in  Walnut  Street  Prison. 

Qmo.  Did  not  this  punishment  produce  in 
yon  a  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  corrMting 
yourself? 

jfM.  Yes,  sir;  yet  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
has  never  produced  in  me  any  regret  at  my 
criminal  actions.  I  confess  that  I  never  could 
repent  them  there,  or  that  I  ever  bad  the  idea  of 
doing  it  during  my  stay  in  that  place.  But  I  soon 
remarked  that  the  same  persons  re-appeared 
there,  and  that,  however  great  the  finesse,  or 
strength  of  courefe,  of  the  thieves,  was.  toey 
always  ended  by  nelng  taken  :  this  made  me 
think  seriously  of  my  life,  and  I  firmly  resolved 
to  quit  forever  ao  danfeioas  a  way  oi  Uviag»  as 


soon  as  I  should  leave  the  Prison,  lliia 
lution  taken,  I  conducted  myself  better,  and 
after  seven  yean  Impriaonment,  I  was  par> 
doned.  I  had  learnt  tailoring  in  Prison,  and  I 
soon  found  a  fkvoraUe  emfrioyinent.  I  married, 
and  began  to  gain  easily  my  sustenance ;  bat 
Philadelphia  was  full  of  people  who  had  known 
me  in  Prison  ;  I  always  feared  being  betnyed 
by  them.  One  day,  indeed,  two  of  my  former 
fellow  prisonen  came  into  my  masrer's  sbra 
and  asked  to  speak  to  me ;  1  at  first  feigoea 
not  to  know  them,  but  they  soon  obtiged  oke  to 
confess  who  I  was.  They  then  asked  ne  to 
lend  them  a  considerable  sum ;  and  on  my  re- 
fusal, they  threatened  to  discover  the  history 
of  my  life  to  my  employer.  I  now  prosnised  to 
satisfy  them,  and  told  them  to  return  the  next 
day.  As  soon  as  tbey  had  gone,  I  left  the  shop 
also,  and  embarked  immedUtely  with  ny  win 
for  Baltimore.  In  this  city  I  foond  easy  em- 
ployment, and  lived  for  a  long  time  eouCaita- 
blv  enou^  i  when  one  day  my  master  received 
a  letter  from  one  of  the  constables  in  Philsd^ 
phia,  which  informed  him  that  one  of  his  jour- 
neymen  was  a  former  prisoner  of  Walnal 
Street.  I  do  not  know  what  eoold  have  in- 
duced this  man  to  such  a  step.  I  owe  to  kim 
my  being  now  hero.  As  soon  as  my  emplo>er 
had  read  the  letter,  he  sent  me  mdigBsnily 
away.  I  went  to  all  the  tallon  In  Baltimoic, 
but  they  were  informed  of  what  had  happened, 
and  renised  me.  Misery  obliged  me  to  seek 
Ittbat  on  the  railroad,  then  making  betweea 
Baltimore  and  Ohio.  Grief  and  Iktigne  thrrw 
me.  after  some  time,  into  a  violent  fever.  Uj 
sicxness  lasted  a  long  time,  and  my  Buney 
was  at  an  end.  Hardly  recovered,  I  went  to 
Philadelphia,  whero  the  fever  a^un  anackcd 
me.  When  I  was  convalescent,  and  fboad 
myself  without  resources,  without  bread  for 
my  family :  when  I  thought  of  all  the  obsu- 
cles  which  I  found  in  my  attempts  to  piia  hon- 
estly my  livelihood,  and  of  all  the  unjust  per> 
secutions  which  I  sufiTered,  I  fell  into  a  slate  of 
inexpressible  ezameration.  I  said  to  aarself^ 
Well,  then,  since  I  am  forced  to  do  it,  I  will 
become  a  thief  again ;  and  if  there  is  a  aisfle 
dollar  left  in  the  United  States,  and  if  it  weie 
in  the  pocket  of  the  preaident,  I  will  have  it. 
I  called  my  wifip,  ordered  her  to  sell  all  tbs 


clothes  which  were  not  Indispensably 
sary,  and  to  buy  with  the  money  a  pistoL 
Provided  wlUi  this,  and  when  I  vras  yet  too 
feeble  to  walk  without  crutches,  I  went  to  lbs 
environs  of  the  city ;  1  stomied  the  ISist  pas- 
senger, and  forced  him  to  |^ve  me  his  pocket- 
book.  But  I  was  arrested  the  same  eveoiof. 
I  had  been  followed  by  the  person  whom  I  tod 
robbed,  and,  my  feebleness  having  obliged  as 
to  mcp  in  the  neighborhood,  there  were  ao 
great  pains  neeeasary  to  seixe  me.  I  eooftised 
my  crime  without  difficult,  and  1  iras  seat  bm. 

Qasw.  What  are  your  present  reaolatioBa  for 
thefhtnre? 

Jtu.  I  do  not  feel  dispoood,  I  tell  you  fkeeiy, 
to  reproach  myself  with  what  I  have  done,  aor 
to  become  what  is  called  a  good  ChrisUan  ;  M 
I  am  determined  never  to  steal  anin,  anil  I 
see  the  poaafbiUty  of  sncceedint-  Ix  I  leave  la 
nine  yean  this  Prison,  no  one  will  know  me 
again  in  this  worid ;  no  one  will  have  kaova 
me  in  the  Prison  ;  I  shall  have  made  no  daa- 
gerous  acquaintance.  I  shall  be  then  at  libetty 
to  gain  my  livelihood  in  peace.  This  Is  tiw 
great  advantage  which  I  find  in  thiaPeniiea- 
ttary,  and  the  reason  why  I  prefer  a  huadrrd 
times  beingbsfe  to  being  sent  again  to  the  Wai 
nut  Street  Prison,  in  spite  of  the  severity  of  ^ 
diacipline  lehlch  is  kept  up  in  this  PenlMitiiiT. 

Has  bedB  in  Prison  a  year :  health  ireiy  good. 
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